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Sky Limited is a British media and telecommunications conglomerate owned 

by Comcast and headquartered in London. It has operations in the United 

Kingdom, Ireland, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy and Spain. Sky is Europe's largest 
media company and pay-TV broadcaster by revenue (as of 2018), with 23 million 
subscribers and more than 31,000 employees as of 2019.21: The company is primarily 
involved in satellite television. 


Initially formed in 1990 by the equal merger of Sky Television and British Satellite 
Broadcasting, BSkyB became the UK's largest digital pay television company." In 2014, 
after completing the acquisition of Sky Italia and Sky Deutschland, the merged company 
changed its name to Sky plc." 


Prior to November 2018, Rupert Murdoch's 21st Century Fox owned a 39.14% 
controlling stake in the company; on 9 December 2016, following a previous attempt 
under News Corporation that was affected by the News International phone hacking 
scandal, 21st Century Fox announced that it had agreed to buy the remainder of Sky, 
pending government approval. However, after a bidding war that included the Walt 
Disney Company (which was, in turn, acquiring most of 21st Century Fox assets), U.S. 
media and telecoms conglomerate Comcast acquired the entirety of Sky in 2018 for 
£17.28 per-share. 


Before the acquisition by Comcast, Sky was listed on the London Stock Exchange and 
was a constituent of the FTSE 100 Index and had a market capitalisation of 
approximately £18.75 billion (€26.76 billion) as of 2018.2 


History[edit] 
Further information: Sky Television plc, British Satellite Broadcasting, and Sky UK 


Foundation[edit] 


British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB) was formed by the merger of Sky_ 

Television and British Satellite Broadcasting on 2 November 1990.24 Both companies 
had begun to struggle financially and were suffering financial losses as they competed 
against each other for viewers. The Guardian later characterised the merger as 
"effectively a takeover by News Corporation".24 


The merger was investigated by Office of Fair Trading!®2 and was cleared a month later 
since many of the represented views were more concerned about contractual 
arrangements which had nothing to do with competition. The Independent 
Broadcasting Authority was not consulted about the deal; after approval, the IBA 
demanded precise details about the merger, stated they were considering the 
repercussions of the deal to ultimately determine whether BSB contracts were null and 
void.@451 On 17 November, the IBA decided to terminate BSB's contract, but not 
immediately, as it was deemed unfair to 120,000 viewers who had bought BSB devices. 
[16] 


Sam Chisholm was appointed CEO“ in a bid to reorganise the new company, which, 
continued to make losses of £10 million per week. The defunct BSB's HQ, Marco Polo 
House were sold, 39% of the new company's employees were made redundant to leave 
just under 1000 employees,“ many of the new senior BSkyB executive roles were given 
to Sky personnel with many BSB leaving the company. In April the nine Sky/BSB 
channels had been condensed into five, with EuroSport being dropped soon after the 
Sky Sports launch.2# Chisholm also renegotiated the merged company's expensive 
deals with the Hollywood studios, slashing the minimum guaranteed payments. The 
defunct Marcopolo I satellite was sold in December 1993 to Sweden's NSAB, 

and Marcopolo Il went to Norway's Telenor in July 19922" after the ITC was unable to 
find new companies to take over the BSB licences and compete with BSkyB. News 
International received 50%, Pearson PLC 17.5%, Chargeurs 17.5%, Granada 12%, Reed 
International 2% of the new shares in the company. 


By September 1991, the weekly losses had been reduced to £1.5M a week, Rupert 
Murdoch said "there were strong financial marketing and political reason[s] for making 
the compromise merger instead of letting BSB die. Many of the lessons had been learnt 
with more than half the running cost of the combined company". Further cuts in losses 
were a direct result of 313,000 new customers joining during the first half of 1991.24 By 
March 1992, BSkyB posted its first operating profits, of £100,000 per week, with 

£3.8 million weekly from subscriptions and £1 million from advertising, but continued to 
be burdened with £1.28 billion of debt. James Capel forecast BSkyB would still be 
indebted in 2000.22 


Premier League football[edit] 
Main article: Sky Sports 


Further information: Broadcasting and the foundation of the Premier League 


In the autumn of 1991, talks were held for the broadcast rights for Premier League for a 
five-year period, from the 1992 season. ITV were the current rights holders for 

the Football League, and fought hard to gain the new rights. ITV had increased its offer 
from £18m to £34m per year to obtain the new rights.! BSkyB joined forces with 

the BBC?) to make a counter bid. The BBC was given the highlights of most of the 
matches, while BSkyB paying £304m for the Premier League rights, would give them a 
monopoly of all live matches, up to 60 per year from the 1992-93 season. 2 Murdoch 
has described sport as a "battering ram" for pay-television, providing a strong customer 
base.24 A few weeks after the deal, ITV went to the High court to get an injunction as it 
believed their details were leaked before the decision was taken. ITV also asked the 
Office of Fair Trading to also investigate since it believed Rupert Murdoch's media 
empire via the newspapers had influence the deal. A few days later neither action 
took effect, ITV believed BSkyB was telephoned and informed of its £262m bid, 

and Premier League advised BSkyB to increase its counter bid.2% 


BSkyB retained the rights paying £670m for the 1997-2001 deal, but was challenged by 
On Digital for the rights from 2001-2004, thus it was forced to pay £1.1 billion which 
gave it 66 live games a year.) 


Following a lengthy legal battle with the European Commission, which deemed the 
exclusivity of the rights to be against the interests of competition and the consumer, 
BSkyB's monopoly came to an end from the 2007-08 season. In May 2006, the Irish 
broadcaster Setanta Sports was awarded two of the six Premiership packages that the 
English FA offered to broadcasters. Sky picked up the remaining four for £1.3bn.82 


Flotation[edit] 


In October 1994,23 BSkyB announced its plans to float the company on the UK and US 
stock exchanges, selling off 20% of the company. The stock flotation reduced 
Murdoch's holding to 40 percent and raised £900m, which allowed the company to cut 
its debt in half. Sam Chisholm said "By any standards this is an excellent result, in every 
area of the company has performed strongly". Chisholm, became one of the world's 
most highly paid television executives.& 


In 1995, BSkyB opened its second customer management centre at Dunfermline, 
Scotland, in addition to its original centre at Livingston which opened in 1989. BSkyB 
entered the FTSE 100 index, operation profits increased to £155M a year, and Pearson 
sold off its 17.5% stake in the company. 


Sam Chisholm resigned from BSkyB due to a rift with Rupert Murdoch.#% A week later, 
Murdoch was quoted as saying "I cannot understand the fuss; BSkyB was grossly 
overpriced", which caused further rifts with the new management.” 


Launch of Sky Digital[edit] 


In 1997, BSkyB formed a partnership with Carlton and Granada to bid for the right for 
the new digital terrestrial network. In June, it was awarded the right to start the 
service, ONdigital under the condition BSkyB withdrew from the group's bid.“ 


In February 2003 BSkyB wished to renegotiate its deal with MTV to reduce its payment 
from £20m. Chief executive Tony Ball said "We're definitely prepared to stare them 
down if we can't get a sensible deal, MTV, and other channels, have done particularly 
well out of the growth of Sky but the opportunity for savings is now there and Sky will 
be taking it," he added. "MTV has done extremely well out of that original deal." On 17 
April 2003 BSkyB launched its own range of music channels Scuzz, Flaunt and The Amp, 
as part of its plan to create its own original channels for the platform. Within 18 
months the channels failed to make impact, and were outsourced to the Chart Show 
Channels company.“ 


Shortly afterwards it acquired Artsworld, giving a majority of subscribers full access to 
the channel. The buyout was part of James Murdoch's strategy to improve the 
perceptions BSkyB which could lead to potential new subscribers. John Cassy, the 
channel manager of Artsworld, said: "It is great news for the arts that a dedicated 
cultural channel will be available to millions of households." 


In early 2007 Freeview overtook Sky Digital with nearly 200,000 more subscribers at the 
end of 2006, while cable broadcaster Virgin Media had three million customers. 


Amstrad takeover[edit] 


In July 2007, BSkyB announced the takeover of Amstrad for £125m, a 23.7% premium 
on its market capitalisation.“ 


Virgin Media Television acquisition[edit] 


On 4 June 2010, BSkyB and Virgin Media announced that they had reached agreement 
for the acquisition by BSkyB of Virgin Media Television. “su 


Virgin1 was also a part of the deal and was rebranded as Channel One on 3 September 
2010, as the Virgin name was not licensed to Sky.““=4,The new carriage deals are 
understood to be for up to nine years.) 


On 29 June 2010, The Competition Authority in Ireland cleared the proposed transaction. 
[53] 


On 20 July 2010, The Office of Fair Trading announced that they would review BSkyB's 
acquisition of the Virgin Media Television business to judge whether it posed any 
competition concerns in the UK.“ The OFT planned to investigate the deal to see 
whether it could constitute a qualifying merger under the Enterprise Act 2002. The 
watchdog invited interested parties from the industry to comment on the sale, including 
its potential impact on the pay-TV market. On 14 September 2010, the OFT decided not 
to refer BSkyB's takeover of Virgin Media's TV channels to the Competition Commission. 
[551 


Attempted takeover by News Corporation[edit] 
Main article: News Corporation takeover bid for BSkyB 


In June 2010, News Corporation made a bid for complete ownership of BSkyB. However, 
following the News International phone hacking scandal, critics and politicians began to 
question the appropriateness of the proposed takeover. The resulting reaction forced 
News Corp. to withdraw its bid for the company in July 2011.5852 The scandal forced the 
resignation of James Murdoch, who was the chairman of both BSkyB and News 
International, from his executive positions in the UK, with Nicholas Ferguson taking over 
as Chairman of BSkyB." 


In September 2012, Ofcom ruled that BSkyB was still fit to hold broadcast licenses in 
the UK, but criticised James Murdoch's handling of the scandal. =" 


On 28 June 2013, News Corporation was split into two publicly-traded companies; the 
company's publishing operations (including News International, renamed News UK) and 
broadcasting operations in Australia were spun into a new company known as News 
Corp, while the company's broadcast media assets, including its 39.14% stake in Sky, 
were renamed 21st Century Fox.!! 


European acquisitions[edit] 


On 12 May 2014, BSkyB confirmed that it was in talks with its largest shareholder, 21st 
Century Fox, about acquiring 21st Century Fox's 57.4% stake in Sky Deutschland and its 
100% stake in Sky Italia. The enlarged company (dubbed "Sky Europe" in the media) 
will consolidate 21st Century Fox's European digital TV assets into one company.) 

£23 The £4.9 billion takeover deal was formally announced on 25 July, where BSkyB would 
acquire 21st Century Fox's stakes in Sky Deutschland and Sky Italia. BSkyB also made a 
required takeover offer to Sky Deutschland's minority shareholders,'*! resulting in BSkyB 
acquiring 89.71% of Sky Deutschland's share capital. The acquisitions were completed 
on 13 November. British Sky Broadcasting Group plc changed its name to Sky plc to 
reflect the European acquisitions, and the United Kingdom operations were 

renamed Sky UK Limited. Sky plc bought out the remaining minority shareholders in Sky 
Deutschland during 2015, using a squeeze-out procedure to obtain the remaining 
shares and delist Sky Deutschland on 15 September 2015. 


Takeover by Comcast[edit] 


On 9 December 2016, 21st Century Fox announced that it had made an offer to acquire 
the remainder of Sky plc for £11.7 billion at a value of £10.75 per-share. It marked Fox's 
second attempt to take over Sky, as its previous attempt under News Corporation was 
affected by the News International scandal. The two companies reached an agreement 
on the deal on 15 December, subject to regulatory approval. sil 


Ofcom expressed concern that this purchase would give the Murdoch family "material 
influence over news providers with a significant presence across all key platforms" and 
"increased influence over the UK news agenda and the political process". However, the 
regulator did deem that a Fox-owned Sky would be "fit and proper" to hold broadcast 
licences, despite the recent sexual harassment controversies that had emerged at the 
U.S. Fox News Channel, as there was no evidence to the contrary. “ls! Avaaz opposed 
Ofcom's opinion, stating that the regulator "made mistake after mistake in deciding to 
give the Murdochs a clean bill of health to take over more of our media". 


The Walt Disney Company announced on 14 December 2017, that it would acquire 21st 
Century Fox, including its stake in Sky plc but barring specific U.S. assets. Fox stated 
that this purchase would "not alter [its] full commitment and obligation to conclude our 
proposed transaction". Analysts suggested that Disney's proposed transaction could 
ease regulatory concerns over Fox's purchase of Sky, as the company will eventually 
lose its ties to the Murdoch family. Disney has a narrower scope of media ownership in 
the country than the Murdoch family.24 Sky already has a relationship with Disney for 
its Sky Cinema service, holding pay television rights to its films in the United Kingdom 
and operating a dedicated Sky Cinema channel devoted to Disney content. 


A preliminary report by the Competition and Markets Authority issued January 2018 
called for the insulation or outright divestment of Sky News as a condition of the 
purchase, so that it is editorially independent from the Murdoch family. Sky had 
threatened to reevaluate the channel's continued operations if they "unduly impeded 
merger and/or other corporate opportunities available in relation to Sky's broader 
business". The channel has operated on a loss of at least £40 million per-year. 2423 In 
February 2018, Fox proposed the establishment of an independent editorial board, and 
committing to fund the network for at least 10 years. This commitment would be 
inherited by Disney after the completion of its purchase of 21st Century Fox. On 3 
April 2018, Fox stated that Disney had "expressed an interest in acquiring Sky News", 
which would not be conditional on its proposal to acquire 21st Century Fox. 


A bidding war began 25 April 2018, when the competing U.S. media and telecoms 
conglomerate Comcast (owner of NBCUniversal), announced a counter-offer for Sky at 
£12.50 per-share, or approximately £22.1 billion. 2811821 NBCUniversal CEO Steve 
Burke stated that purchasing Sky would roughly double its presence in English-speaking 
markets, and allow for synergies between the respective networks and studios of 
NBCUniversal and Sky. 


On 5 June 2018, Culture Secretary Matt Hancock cleared both 21st Century Fox and 
Comcast's respective offers to acquire Sky plc. Fox's offer was contingent on the 
divestiture of Sky News. On 12 June 2018, Comcast announced a US$65 billion 
counter-offer to acquire the 21st Century Fox assets that Disney had offered to 
purchase.“ However, Fox subsequently agreed to an increased, US$71.3 billion offer 
from Disney instead. On 15 June 2018, the European Commission gave antitrust 
clearance to Comcast's offer to purchase Sky, citing that in terms of their current assets 
in Europe, there would be limited impact on competition. Comcast included a 10-year 
commitment to the operations and funding of Sky News similar to that of Disney's offer. 


[88891901 On 19 June 2018, Disney formally agreed to acquire Sky News as part of Fox's 
proposed bid, with a 15-year commitment to increase its annual funding from £90 
million to £100 million. 


On 11 July 2018, Fox increased its bid for Sky to £14.00 per-share, valuing it at £24.5 
billion. Comcast subsequently counterbid just hours later with an offer at £14.75 per- 
share, valued at £26 billion.22221 On 19 July 2018, after Fox agreed to a Disney counter- 
offer,“ it was reported that Comcast had abandoned its bid for 21st Century Fox to 
focus solely on Sky. !29is71 


On 20 September 2018, the Panel on Takeovers and Mergers ordered that a blind 
auction be held "in order to provide an orderly framework for the resolution of this 
competitive situation". In this process, Fox, followed by Comcast, made new cash-only 
bids for Sky. After these first two rounds of bidding, there would be a third round where 
both companies could make new offers. However, the third round of bidding would only 
be binding if both companies make a bid. The results were to be revealed on 22 
September, and be confirmed by the start of trading on 24 September.“ Comcast won 
the auction with a bid of £17.28 per-share, beating Fox's bid of £15.67.2%2% Sky plc had 
until 11 October to formally accept this offer.2 


Following its auction victory, Comcast began to acquire Sky shares from the open 
market. On 26 September 2018, Fox subsequently announced its intent to sell all of its 
shares in Sky plc to Comcast for £12 billion.222%1 On 4 October 2018, Fox completed the 
sale of their shares, giving Comcast a 76.8% controlling stake at the time. 2% On 12 
October 2018, Comcast announced it will compulsorily acquire the rest of Sky after its 
bid gained acceptances from 95.3% of the broadcaster's shareholders.2“! Sky was 
delisted on 7 November 2018 after Comcast acquired all remaining shares.225 


Management[edit] 


The first CEO of BSkyB was Sam Chisholm, who was CEO of Sky TV before the merger. 
Chisholm served in this position until 1997. He was followed by Mark Booth who was 
credited with leading the company through the introduction of Sky. Tony Ball was 
appointed in 1999 and completed the company's analogue to digital conversion. He is 
also credited with returning the company to profit and bringing subscriber numbers to 
new heights. In 2003, Ball announced his resignation and James Murdoch, son of Rupert 
Murdoch was announced as his successor. This appointment caused allegations 

of nepotism from shareholders. =% 


On 7 December 2007, it was announced that Rupert Murdoch would be stepping down 
as BSkyB's non-executive chairman and would be replaced by his son, James. In turn, 
James stepped down as CEO of BSkyB, to be replaced by Jeremy Darroch, 09 


The current company directors are Comcast personnel; Michael J Cavanagh (Comcast 
Senior VP & CFO), Arthur R Block (Legal Counsel) and David L Cohen (Senior VP & CDO). 
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Financial performance[edit] 


Financial results have been as follows: 


Revenue and profit or loss, by fiscal year 


Revenue 
(£m) 
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30 June 
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30 June 
2000 
30 June 
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30 June 
1998 


1997 


SAI 1,008 257 ; 
p 778 155 3 
tne 550 93 = 
re 380 (76) : 
ISOLE 233 (188) a 
ZONE 93 (759) 2 


In February 2019 The Economist magazine claimed that Sky enjoys gross margins of 
50%, 009 


Current operations[edit] 
Subsidiaries[edit] 
Sky UK Ltd 


The original Sky Television plc, now a holding company for Sky's United Kingdom 
operations.“ 


Sky Subscriber Services Ltd 
Operating company for the Sky pay-television service.“ 


Sky In-Home Services Ltd 
Home installations of satellite dishes and set-top boxes. 


Sky Broadband Ltd and Sky Home Communications Ltd 
Operating companies for Sky's broadband and telephony services, including Be Un 
Limited which was acquired from Telefónica UK/O2.%4 


Sky Ireland 
Operating company for Sky pay-television service in Ireland.4! 


Sky Italia Srl 
Operating company for Sky pay-television service in Italy. = 


Sky Deutschland AG 
Operating company for Sky pay-television service in Germany and Austria.“ 


Sky Espana 
In September 2017, Sky launched an over-the-top video streaming service in Spain, 
featuring content from 21st Century Fox, Disney, NBCUniversal, Turner and Viacom.“ 


Sky Switzerland 
In May 2017, Sky Deutschland acquired Homedia, operator of the Swiss over-the-top 
streaming company Hollystar. Sky subsequently launched Sky Sport as an OTT service 


in Switzerland, followed by an OTT entertainment service known as Sky Show in 2018. 
118][119][120 


Amstrad 
British electronics company acquired by BSkyB.“4 


Now TV 
An internet broadcast company owned by Sky. 


Freesat from Sky 
A free Satellite television service similar to Freesat and Freeview. 


The Cloud 
Wi-Fi provider acquired by BSkyB.224) 


Ventures[edit] 


| A&E Networks UK (50%) - with A&E Networks. 
Operates History, Lifetime and Cl channels. 


Bad Wolf Ltd (minority stake) - with HBO. Drama production company.222! 


Sky Sports Racing (50%) - with Arena Racing Company 


| Ginx TV Ltd (50%) - with ITV plc! 


| Jupiter Entertainment (60%) 


Nickelodeon UK Ltd (40%)#22 - with Viacom International Media Networks Europe, part 
of Viacom. Operates Nickelodeon and associated channels 


Love Productions (70%) - Production company of The Great British Bake Off.229 


Skybound Stories24 - (Joint venture with Skybound Entertainment) 


Partnerships[edit] 


| Comedy Central (UK and Ireland) (25%)#251 - with Paramount British Pictures, part 
of Viacom/National Amusements 


DTV Services Ltd (20%) - with Argiva, BBC, Channel 4 and ITV plc. Manages and 
markets the Freeview brand.22! 


Sky services per country[edit] 
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Former operations[edit] 
Subsidiaries[edit] 


Acetrax 
A video on demand movie rental service. Now closed down.£29 


Sky México (41.3%) - with Liberty Media and Grupo Televisa 
Operating company for Sky pay-television service in Mexico. Sold their stake 
to DirecTV 


Sky Brasil (80%) - with Liberty Media and Grupo Televisa 
Operating company for Sky pay-television service in Brazil. Sold their stake to DirecTV 


Sky Vision 
Unit for distributing TV shows globally. Merged into NBCUniversal Global Distribution 
following Comcast's takeover of Skye% 


Japan Sky Broadcasting ™ (JSkyB) - with SoftBank Corp. 
Operating company for Sky pay-television service in Japan. Sold to DirecTV and later 


absorbed into SKY PerfecTV! 


Ventures[edit] 


Australian News Channel Pty Limited (33.3%)#25! - with Seven Network and Nine 
Entertainment Co. and operated Sky News Australia. Sold to News Corp Australia 


Beamly (10%) - Sold to Coty, Inc. 


Stake in ITV[edit] 


ITV plc has been the subject of a flurry of rumoured take-over and merger bids since it 
was formed. For example, on 9 November 2006, NTL announced that it had approached 
ITV plc about a proposed merger.“24321 The merger was effectively blocked by BSkyB on 
17 November 2006 when it controversially bought a 17.9% stake in ITV plc for 

£940 million,“22 a move that attracted anger from NTL shareholder Richard 

Branson"! and an investigation from media and telecoms regulator Ofcom. On 6 
December 2006, NTL announced that it had complained to the Office of Fair 

Trading about BSkyB's move. NTL stated that it had withdrawn its attempt to buy ITV 
plc, citing that it did not believe that there was any possibility to make a deal on 
favourable terms.222 On 17 July 2014, BSkyB's 6.4% stake in ITV was sold to Liberty 
Global, valued at £481 million.“ 
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"Sky Television plc" redirects here. This article covers the incarnation of the British 
broadcaster that existed between 1984 and 1990. For its present-day successors and 
other broadcasters of a similar name, see Sky Television (disambiguation) 


Sky Television plc 


Former type Defunct 


Industry Media 


Fate Merger 

Successor BSkyB 

Founded 1984 

Defunct 2 November 1990 
Headquarters London, England, UK 
Key people Brian Haynes 


Rupert Murdoch 
Andrew Neil 


Products Pay TV services 
programming 
Parent News International 


(News Corporation) 


Sky Television plc was a public limited company which operated a nine-channel 
satellite television service, launched by Rupert Murdoch's News International on 5 
February 1989. Sky Television and its rival British Satellite Broadcasting suffered large 
financial losses and merged on 2 November 1990 to form British Sky 

Broadcasting (BSkyB). Programming merger took effect on 1 December 1990. 


History[edit] 


Sky Television plc was originally Satellite Television Ltd. (SATV), a consortium set 
up by Brian Haynes in November 1980.22! Haynes was a former journalist employed 

at Thames Television. In 1979 he produced a documentary for the TV Eye strand which 
looked at Ted Turner and his satellite broadcasting operations in the USA from 1970 
through the Turner Broadcasting System, an American media conglomerate.41 He soon 
realised the potential of using satellites to provide a new kind of television 
broadcasting. Haynes first advised Thames Television, the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority and an industry group before setting up SATV. Thames refused, resulting in 
Haynes setting up SATV alone." 


In October 1981, SATV began test transmissions on the Orbital Test Satellite after 

the European Space Agency allowed the company to test the satellite for the use of 
commercial television, with an hour of light entertainment in English each night. While 
at first the island of Malta was its official target, it had a wide, pan-European footprint. 


However, the low-powered satellite forced it to broadcast to cable systems rather than 
directly to individual satellite dishes, which proved to be a losing proposition. 


European satellite television plans started in the late 1960s, when plans were first laid 
for an experimental satellite. The Orbital Test Satellite was launched using the Delta 
rocket (then manufactured by McDonnell Douglas, now Boeing) in May 1978 and 
allowed the necessary testing to allow for Europe's first commercial venture in 
telecommunications and television. From 1978 to 1981, OTS was successful in 
illustrating the viability of Ku-Band technology for the continent of Europe. Following the 
completion of its test programme, excess transponder capacity was leased to SATV. 

{1 While governments in Britain and other European countries wrestled with the 
allocation of their channels, Satellite Television played a pioneering role, providing 
Europe's first satellite-delivered cable TV service. 


Satellite Television/Super Station Europeledit] 


Satellite Television (also known as Super Station Europe on screen) began regular 
transmissions on 26 April 1982,8 becoming Europe's first ever cable and satellite 
channel, originally broadcasting from OTS aimed to cable operators all over 

Europe. Norway and Finland were the first two countries to permit the new service's 
transmission via cable, followed by Malta and Switzerland, and then West Germany. 

2 Originally it did not have a UK broadcasting licence and consequently was in a similar 
legal situation to the pirate radio stations of the 1960s and 1970s; however, reception 
of the OTS satellite in the UK required a satellite dish approximately 10 feet (3 meters) 
wide, and it was believed that there were fewer than 50 privately-owned installations in 
the UK that would permit direct-to-home (DTH) reception of the service. 


Many programmes from the ITV companies' archives appeared on the schedules of the 
new channel, such as Please, Sir!, Dickens of London, The Rag Trade, Within These 
Walls and Hadleigh. In time, these were accompanied by some self-made programmes, 
such as the music show Cable Countdown hosted by BBC Radio 1 DJ Mike Read. Initially, 
the channel's self-made programming and continuity played out from the Molinare 
studios at Fouberts Place in the West End of London. 


By March 1983, plans were afoot to start broadcasting to the UK, with the aim of 
proving that there was a potential audience with the service being technically possible, 
and that the service could make a profit.“% Nonetheless, the station struggled financially 
because of a limited audience. This was due to the relatively-weak signal of OTS that 
made direct-to-home reception of the service extremely difficult; the service therefore 
had to rely on cable audiences, and was restricted to countries where receiving the 
channel via cable was legal. The service also had to cover the high costs of satellite 
transmission. By the end of March, Rupert Murdoch had shown interest in the project, 
and he held talks with SATV's owners about buying a substantial equity stake in the 
company.24 On 27 June 1983, the shareholders of Satellite Television agreed a £5 
million offer to give News International 65% of the company.221231 


Murdoch described cable and satellite television as being "the most important single 
advance since Caxton invented the printing press" and saw it as a way to fulfil his long- 
held ambition of breaking into the UK television industry. Eventually, Murdoch bought 
the remaining shares of the company, taking full control.» During August, Murdoch 
outlined plans which saw the broadcasting hours extended to 5:50pm to 10:30pm each 
day, with a mix of music, sport, news, comedy and films. Plans were also afoot to start 
broadcasting from the new European communications satellite ECS-1 and additional 
cable operators, allowing it to increase its audience across Europe and gain access to 


British viewers.!5 By 16 October 1983, the station finally started broadcasting to the UK. 
[16] 


Sky Channel[edit] 


On 16 January 1984 the channel was renamed Sky Channel. Rupert Murdoch and 
Jardin Owens put in new management, extended its broadcast hours and expanded its 
programming line-up to incorporate a mix of English-language sports and entertainment 
shows,” These included new music programmes with Gary Davies, Linda de Mol, Pat 
Sharp, David "Kid" Jensen and Anthea Turner, such as Euro Top 40, and UK Top 50 
Chart. The new management also adopted a more aggressive policy to reach an 
increasing number of cable households throughout Europe. Shortly after the channel's 
relaunch, the first cable system in the UK to incorporate it on a permanent basis 

was Swindon Cable. In the Republic of Ireland, Sky Channel started to become widely 
available among cable systems in around 1987. 


Despite the programming changes resulting in increased viewership across Europe 
(from 291,470 in December 1983 to 4,003,000 in June 1985, before reaching 9,001,905 
by April 1987), Sky Channel was still considered to be under-performing, generating 
under $20 million per year in advertising revenues. By the mid-1980s, Murdoch was 
looking to use the newly emerging direct satellite broadcasting technology, and to focus 
primarily on the British market. Rather than paying for the rights to beam Sky's single- 
channel signal to cable providers, which in turn supplied the channel's programming to 
subscribers, direct satellite broadcasts presented the opportunity of providing 
multichannel programming directly to subscribers' homes via small satellite dish and 
decoder packages. In 1984, Sky began negotiations with TDF of France, with a view to 
using the company's planned high-powered satellites for direct-to-home broadcasting. 
However, nothing came of those negotiations. 


In Britain (where cable television had not yet developed as much as in Central and 
Northern Europe), market research gave Sky a 13% audience share in cable homes, 
surpassing both BBC2 and Channel 4 in those homes. Its children's programming (then 
the channel's most successful field) increased to a share of 22.4%, similar to the figures 
for Children's BBC and Children's ITV. Some of Sky's special programmes, 

mainly WWE wrestling specials, managed to surpass both BBC1 and ITV among cable 
audiences. 


For the entirety of its early life, the channel continued to be a loss-making enterprise, 
losing £10 million in 1987. However, in contrast to the station's founders, Murdoch had 
sufficient financial resources to sustain the operation. The other main English-language 
pan-European cable and satellite television channel of this period, Super Channel, 
launched in early 1987 by the majority of the ITV companies, also lost a large amount of 
money. 


Launch of the Sky Network[edit] 


Murdoch bid for the satellite broadcasting license in 1986 but lost out to BSB who 
announced plans to begin broadcasting in mid-1989 with three channels on satellite 
frequencies legally allotted to the UK by international agreement. Murdoch attempted to 
join the BSB consortium, but was rejected which spurred him on to set up his own 
satellite service. Ever since then, Murdoch angrily vowed revenge on the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority for this. 


On 8 June 1988, Murdoch announced at a press conference his plans to expand Sky's 
service to four channels, thus creating the Sky Television network, “ Sky Channel 
alongside the other three channels would move to the Astra satellite system (intended 


for direct-to-home reception), and the new network would centre its operations more 
specifically to the UK. Murdoch intended to have Sky Television overshadow BSB for 
satellite technology by leasing transponders on Société Européenne des Satellites' RCA 
Astro-built satellite, Astra 1A (Sky had from its initial satellite moved to the ECS-F1 
(Eutelsat I-F4) satellite). 


By renting space on the Luxembourg-based Astra satellites, Murdoch circumvented 
British ownership laws, and using the existing PAL broadcast technology, Sky TV began 
broadcasting four channels of programming on 5 February 1989, including an upgraded 
version of the original Sky Channel, later renamed Sky One; Eurosport, a joint-venture 
between the European Broadcast Union and News International; Sky Movies,(become a 
subscription service in 1990); and Sky News, a 24-hour news channel. Start-up costs 
reached £122 million; losses for its first year of operations were £95 million. Initially, 
Sky Channel's programming remained much the same (children's programmes, soaps, 
and US action series), except for a number of new game shows and a few international 
travel documentaries. Another programme that also came with the relaunch was Sky By 
Day, Sky TV's variation on ITV's more popular This Morning, hosted by ex-Radio One DJ 
Tony Blackburn (who had moved to commercial radio by then) and ex-Magpie presenter 
Jenny Hanley. The show had a mix of entertainment, gossip, fashion, etc. Yet it was 
noticeably low budget and had a small fan base. Prime-time broadcasts to European 
cable operators of Sky Channel were replaced by Eurosport, which was the only of Sky's 
new channels to be officially aimed at a pan-European audience (like Sky Channel had 
up to then). 


During May 1989 Sky prepared to give away set topboxes and dishes to new customers 
in bid to increase customers, but was not helped when its joint venture with Disney 
collapsed at the same time. The discussion about the venture had been taking place 
since November 1988, but Disney felt it was no longer on equal footing on "decision- 
making responsibility" in 50-50 partnership. Disney was supposed to start up two 
channels, but when the talks broke down, Sky issued a lawsuit against Disney, claiming 
£1.5 billion in damages.2222 The suit was later settled with Disney selling its stake in the 
joint venture back to Sky, and agreeing to license its movie library for a five-year 
period. 


BSB competition and merger([edit] 


The impetus for the relaunch as Sky Television was the refusal of the IBA to allow 
Murdoch to bid for the UK Satellite TV licence won by the British Satellite 

Broadcasting alliance. This created a battle to win customers in this new multichannel 
environment. In the end Sky's earlier launch and leasing of transponders on the Astra 
satellite network allowed it to merge with its rival. In contrast to Sky; BSB suffered from 
the regulatory burdens of only 5 TV channels, building and launching its own satellites 
and more ambitious and expensive technology. Also it had higher capital expenditure 
overall, such as the construction of its Marco Polo House HQ in London compared to 
Sky's industrial estate in Isleworth although this was not a decisive factor. 


In 1990 both companies were beginning to struggle with the burden of massive losses 
and in November 1990 there was a 50:50 financial merger, with a management 
takeover by Sky. The new company was called British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB) but 
marketed as Sky, Marco Polo House was sold, BSB's channels were largely scrapped in 
favour of Sky's and the Marcopolo satellites were run down and eventually sold in 
favour of the Astra system (Marcopolo | in December 1993 to NSAB of Sweden and 
Marcopolo Il in July 1992 to Telenor of Norway, leaving the Squarial obsolete. Both 
companies had already one HS376 in orbit at the time). The merger may have saved 


Sky financially; Sky had very few major advertisers to begin with. Acquiring BSB's 
healthier advertising contracts apparently'##22eedea Solved the company's problems. 


Financial turnaround[edit] 


The early years of the merged BSkyB saw a haemorrhage of cash from News 
Corporation funds. At this stage of the company's life it was losing millions of pounds a 
week. To help turn around the financial fortunes of the company, New Zealand 
television executive Sam Chisholm was brought on board to manage the day-to-day 
operations and build the subscriber base, and the company moved into profit. 


Timeline[edit] 


e 1980 - Satellite Television is set up by Brian Haynes, back by backed by Guinness 
Mahon and Barclays Merchant Bank. 

e 1982 - March - Satellite Television launched 

e 1983 - Murdoch's News International takes control of Satellite Television UK (SATV) 

e 1984 - January - Satellite Television renamed Sky Channel 

e 1986 - Granada, Anglia, Pearson, Virgin and Amstrad form British Satellite 
Broadcasting (BSB) and win Independent Broadcasting Authority UK satellite 
franchise 

e 1986 - December - BSB awarded licence from the IBA and complete over £200m 
funding with additional shareholders Reed, Chargeurs, London Merchant 
Securities and others 

e 1988 - July - Murdoch announces his intention to relaunch Sky Channel as Sky 
Television on the Astra satellite system 

e 1989 - 5 February - Four channel Sky Television package launched 

e 1990 - March - BSB begins broadcasts 

e 1990 - November - Both companies had suffered heavy losses and a 50:50 financial 
merger was agreed to form British Sky Broadcasting 

e 1990 - BSkyB announces former BSB customers will receive Sky equipment (for 
Astra system) free of charge, Marcopolo satellite transmissions to cease 

e 1992 - July - BSB satellite Marcopolo Il sold to Telenor 

e 1993 - December - BSB satellite Marcopolo | sold to NSAB 


Further reading[edit] 


e "From Satellite to Single Market": New Communication Technology and European. 
Author: Richard Collins Publication Date: 24 Sep 1998 
| ISBN 041517970X | ISBN 978-0415179706 

e "High Above: The untold story of Astra, Europe's leading satellite company " Author: 
Chris Forrester ISBN 978-3642120084 

e "Satellite television in Western Europe" Volume 1 of Acamedia research 
monographs, Author: Richard Collins ISBN 0861963881, 9780861963881 
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British Satellite Broadcasting plc 


Industry Media 


Fate Merged with Sky Television plc to form 
BSkyB.{ur213) 


Successor BSkyB 
Founded 2 April 1986 
Defunct 2 November 1990 


Headquart Marco Polo House, London, England, UK 


ers 


Products Pay TV services 


Programming 


British Satellite Broadcasting (BSB) was a television company, headquartered 
in London, that provided direct broadcast satellite television services to the United 
Kingdom. The company was merged with Sky Television plc on 2 November 1990™151 to 
form British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB). It started broadcasting on 25 March 1990. 


Background[edit] 


In 1977, the World Administrative Radio Conference assigned each country five high- 
powered channels for direct broadcast by satellite (DBS) for domestic use. In 1982, 
after being awarded two of the channels, the BBC proposed its own satellite service,!8! 
™ with two conditions: 


e Use of a satellite built by United Satellite, a consortium of British 
Aerospace and Matra Marconi Space (the former Marconi Space merged with Matra's 
former Matra Espace, the latter's space divisions later to become part 
of Astrium and then Airbus Defence and Space), with costs estimated at £24M per 
year. 

e A supplementary charter was agreed in May 1983 which allowed the BBC to borrow 
up to £225M to cover the cost of the project as it was not allowed to call on public 
funds, nor use existing sources of revenue to fund the project. 


During Autumn 1983, the cost of Unisat was found to be greatly underestimated and 
the new Home Secretary announced the three remaining channels would be given to 
the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) to allow the private sector to compete 
against the BBC in satellite broadcasting. Within a few months, the BBC started talking 
with the IBA about a joint project to help cover the cost. Subsequently, government 
allowed the IBA to bring in private companies to help cover the costs (dubbed the "Club 
of 21"): 


e The BBC - 50% 


e ITV franchises Granada and Anglia Television - 30% 
e Virgin / Thorn-EMI / Granada TV Rental / Pearson Longman and Consolidated 
Satellite Broadcasting - 20%! 


Within a year the consortium made it clear that the original launch date of 1986 would 
be pushed back to 1988, while also asking the government to allow them to tender out 
the building of the new satellite system, to help reduce cost. The project failed in May 
1985 when the consortium concluded that the cost of set-up was not justifiable. The 
BBC stated the costs were prohibitive, because the government insisted that the BBC 
should pay for the costs of constructing and launching a dedicated satellite, BU 


IBA franchise[edit] 


The IBA convinced the Home Secretary to revive the DBS project but under different 
conditions (broadly based on a report drawn up by John Jackson), by inviting private- 
sector companies to apply for a new television franchise via satellite, to provide a 
commercial service on three of the five DBS channels on 2 April 1986. One of the 
conditions imposed on applicants by the IBA was that they use a new, untried 
transmission standard, D-MAC. This standard was part of the European Community's 
attempt to promote a high-definition television (HDTV) standard being developed by 
Philips and other European companies, HD-MAC. The technology was still at the 
laboratory stage and was incompatible with previous standards: HD-MAC transmissions 
could not be received by existing television sets which were based 

on PAL or SECAM standards. The condition to use a high-power (230 watts) satellite was 
dropped, and no winner was precluded from buying a foreign satellite system. 


The IBA received five serious bids for the Direct Broadcast Satellite franchises. It also 
received submissions from The Children's Channel and ITN to make sure their 
programmes were used on any successful bid.22 


Franchise 


Consortium led by Proposed channels 
name 


Granada Television, Pearson, Virgin 


Group, Anglia Screen, 
Television, Amstrad and Independent | Zigzag, Galaxy and Now 


British Satellite 
Broadcasting 


OSL) Television News (ITN) 
Direct eee 
A Carlton Communications, London : 

LO Ten 
by Satellite "NES G RR RU channel, an entertainment 
(DBS) UK : ; channel, and Super Channel 

ar, Fleming merchant bank 
Limited 
Direct British and Commonwealth Shipping, | A channel for families and 
Broadcasting Cambridge Electronic Industries, children, another for films, 


Limited (DBL) Electronics Rental Group, Rupert and a third would have 


Murdoch's News 
International and Sears 


broadcast Sky Channel 


National James Lee, former head of Goldcrest | Schedules for children and 
Broadcasting Films and Robert Holmes a Court's sport fans, along with a news 
Service (NBS) Bell Group channel 


A free-to-air entertainment 
channel, a £5 per month film 
channel and a £2 per month 
family channel 


Muir Sutherland, Jimmy Hartley, 
backed by Australian finanicier Alan 
Bond and Celtic Films 


SatUK 
Broadcasting 


Winning bid[edit] 


British Satellite Broadcasting won the fifteen-year franchise on 11 December 1986 to 
operate the Direct Broadcast Satellite System, with a licence to operate three channels. 
BSB forecast 400,000 homes would be equipped during its first year, but some doubts 
were cast whether this was possible. The Cable Authority welcomed the service, 
believing it would encourage more users, especially with its dedicated movie channel.221 
[14] 


BSB's original satellite channels were: 


Chann 
el 


Description 
Screen | Feature film channel with a subscription price of £2.50 per week 
Zigzag | Kids and lifestyle channel shared with Screen during the daytime hours 


Galaxy | Entertainment channel with soap operas and quiz shows from 6pm 


Live 24-hour news, sport and current affairs service powered by 
Sani Independent Television News (ITN) 


= 
(©) 


Around the time of the licence award, Amstrad withdrew its backing as they believed it 
was not possible to sell a satellite dish and receiver for £250. Australian 

businessman Alan Bond joined the consortium along with Reed 

International, Chargeurs, Next plc and London Merchant Securities amongst others. BSB 
earmarked the bulk of the first round of financing for buying and launching two 


satellites (for redundancy and provision of further channels later) and planned a second 
round close to the commencement of broadcasting operations. It commissioned Hughes 
Aircraft to provide two high-powered satellites using launch vehicles from McDonnell 
Douglas. Both companies were American and had established reputations for reliability. 
Hughes was the main contractor and offered a commercial space industry first, "in orbit 
delivery", whereby BSB's risk was reduced because payments became due only after 
the satellites were launched and operational.22 


On 8 June 1988, rival tycoon Rupert Murdoch, having failed to gain regulatory approval 
for his own satellite service, and failing to become part of the BSB consortium, 
announced that his pan-European television station, Sky Channel, would be relaunched 
as a four-channel UK-based service called Sky Television, using the Astra system and 
broadcast in PAL with analogue sound. BSB had been aware of the impending launch of 
Astra when it submitted its proposal to the IBA in 1986, but had discounted it. Lazard 
Brothers, the Pearson subsidiary responsible for BSB's first fundraising memorandum, 
reportedly regarded Astra as technology-led rather than programming-led and, 
therefore, an unlikely threat. 


The stage was set for a dramatic confrontation. BSB, expecting to be the UK's only 
satellite service, was faced with an aggressive drive by Murdoch's Sky to be the first 
service to launch. As Britain's official satellite television provider, BSB had high hopes, 
as the company planned to provide a mixture of highbrow programming and popular 
entertainment, from arts and opera to blockbuster movies and music videos. The 
service would also be technically superior, broadcasting in the D-MAC (Multiplexed 
Analogue Components type D) system dictated by European Union regulations with 
potentially superior picture sharpness, digital stereo sound and the potential to show 
widescreen programming, rather than the existing PAL system. BSB criticised Sky's 
proposals, claiming that the PAL pictures would be too degraded by satellite 
transmission, and that in any case, BSB would broadcast superior programming. SES, 
the Astra operator (now operators of the 03b data satellites and others with names 
including AMC, Ciel, NSS, Quetzsat, YahSat and SES), had no regulatory permission to 
broadcast, had plans (initially) for only one satellite with no backup, and the European 
satellite launch vehicle Ariane suffered repeated failures. However, SES used the 
resulting delay time to re-engineer the satellite to reduce the dish size needed, which 
would otherwise have been larger than 60 cm (24"). 


To distance itself from Sky and its dish antennas, BSB announced a new type of flat- 
plate satellite antenna called a "squarial" (i.e., "Square aerial"). The illustrative model 
shown to the press was a dummy and BSB commissioned a working version which was 
under 45 cm (18") wide. A conventional dish of the same diameter was also available. 
The company had serious technical problems with the development of ITT's D-MAC 
silicon chips needed for its MAC receivers. BSB was still hoping to launch in September 
1989, but eventually had to admit that the launch would be delayed. 


During the summer, in a bid to gain more viewers BSB/BBC prepared a bid for a four- 
year deal for the rights to broadcast top league football, outbidding ITV's £44m offer; 
ua BSB had also committed about £400 million to tying up Paramount, Universal, 

Columbia, and MGM/United Artists, with total up-front payments of about £85 million. 


A photo of all three BSB dishes available, the squarial, a Sky dish for comparison, the round BSB 
dish, and the square BSB dish. 


BSB's costs had started to rocket, reaching £354m, while Chief Executive Anthony 
Simons Gooding denied that BSB had gone over budget and would require more than 
the planned £625m it required to operate up to 1993.22 In December 1988, Virgin pulled 
out of the BSB consortium, ostensibly because it was going private again; Virgin had 
also become increasingly concerned about BSB's mounting costs. The film-rights battle 
proved to be the final straw for Virgin, since it would necessitate a "supplementary first 
round" of financing of £131 million in January 1989 in addition to the initial £222.5 
million. After unsuccessfully offering its stake in BSB to the remaining founders, Virgin 
sold it to Bond Corporation, already BSB's largest shareholder, for a nominal profit. 


aide ama 


A Squarial installed on a house wall 


Despite the delayed launch, BSB continued to invest heavily in marketing in 1989 to 
minimize the effects of Sky's timing advantage. BSB also received a needed boost in 
June 1989 when it won the franchises for the two remaining British high-powered DBS 
channels, beating six other bidders when the BBC dropped all plans for use of the 
allocated channels. BSB revised its line-up to include separate channels for films, sports, 
pop music, general entertainment and living/current affairs. Unfortunately, this 
increased the size of the dishes which the public had to purchase from 25 centimetres 
to 35-40 centimetres; subsidies from BSB helped maintain retail prices at £250. 


Launch[edit] 


BSB channel logos, clockwise from top left: BSB, The Sports Channel, Galaxy, Now, Power Station, 
The Movie Channel (The Computer Channel not present for it was not promoted) 


BSB's satellite channels for the general public were: 


e The Movie Channel 

e The Sports Channel 

e Galaxy (until 2 December 1990) 
e The Power Station 

e Now (until 1 December 1990) 


With a sixth for business users: 


e The Computer Channel (28 June - 29 November 1990) 


BSB launched its service on 25 March 1990, with the slogan /t's Smart to be Square. The 
launch, six months late, came 13 months after Sky's launch.“2 BSB was due to start 
broadcasting in September 1989 but was delayed by problems with the supply of 
receiving equipment and because BSB wanted to avoid Sky's experience of launching 
when most shops had no equipment to sell. Its D-MAC receivers were more expensive 
than Sky's PAL equivalents and incompatible with them. 


BSB claimed to have around 750,000 subscriptions while Sky had extended its reach 
into more than 1.5 million homes. It was believed both companies could break even if 
subscriptions reached three million households, with most analysts expecting this to be 
reached in 1992. 


BSB Datavision[edit] 


Launched along with the channels for the general public, BSB Datavision was a 
subsidiary of the company which offered encrypted television services and data 
reception to business users through BSB's domestic TV receivers. This included The 
Computer Channel, 22291 


Competition[edit] 


Sky's head start over BSB proved that the PAL system would give adequate picture 
quality, and that many viewers would be happy to watch Sky's more populist output as 
opposed to waiting for the promised quality programming pledged by BSB. Sky had 
launched its multi-channel service from studios at an industrial estate in Isleworth, West 
London with a 10-year lease on SES transponders for an estimated £50 million, without 


backup. BSB, on the other hand, would operate from more expansive headquarters 
at Marco Polo House in Battersea, south London with construction and launch of its own 
satellites costing an estimated £200 million. 


When BSB finally went on air in March 1990, 13 months after Sky, the company's 
technical problems were resolved and its programming was critically acclaimed. 
However its D-MAC receivers were more expensive than Sky's PAL equivalents and 
incompatible with them. Many potential customers compared the competition between 
the rival satellite companies to the format war between VHS and Betamax home video 
recorders, and chose to wait and see which company would win outright, in order to 
avoid buying potentially obsolete equipment. 


Mergert[edit] 


Both BSB and Sky companies had begun to struggle with the burden of huge losses, 
rapidly increasing debts and ongoing startup costs. On 2 November 1990,@2!2 a 50:50 
merger was announced to form a single company, formally British Sky 

Broadcasting (BSkyB), but marketed as Sky. 


Satellites[edit] 


As the company focused on the Astra system, which was not subject to IBA regulation, 
the Marcopolo satellites were withdrawn and eventually sold (Marcopolo | in December 
1993 to NSAB of Sweden and Marcopolo II in July 1992 to Telenor of Norway). Sky_ 
News began broadcasting services to Scandinavia from the Thor satellites. 


NSAB operated Marcopolo | (as Sirius 1) until successfully sending it to a safe disposal 
orbit in 2003 as it reached the normal end of its operational life when fuel ran out. 
Marcopolo Il was operated (as Thor 1) until 2002 and disposed of successfully. 


After the merger BSB, DMAC receivers were sold off cheaply and some enthusiasts 
modified them to allow reception of D2MAC services available on other satellites. BSB 
receivers, Ferguson in particular, could be modified by replacing a microprocessor. 
Upgrade kits from companies such as Trac Satellite allowed re-tuning whilst other kits 
allowed fully working menu systems and decoding of 'soft' encrypted channels, 
although this required the receiver to have one of the later MAC chipsets. Some kits 
even included smart card readers and full D2MAC decoding capability. 


Locations[edit] 


Marco Polo House 


The Marco Polo House headquarters were vacated, leading to redundancy for most BSB 
staff with only a few moving to work at Sky's HQ in Isleworth. The building was retained 
by the new company, and in 1993 became the home of shopping channel QVC when its 
UK channel launched. Broadcasting platform ITV Digital moved into part of the building 


as part of the settlement that saw Sky forced out of the original company. Marco Polo 
House was demolished in March 2014. 


Channels[edit] 


Following the merger, BSkyB moved quickly to rationalise the combined channels it now 
owned: 


e The entertainment channel Galaxy was closed with its transponders handed over 
to Sky One. 

e The factual, lifestyle and arts channel Now was replaced in the most part with Sky_ 
News, although as some arts programming was still to be shown, a short term opt- 
out service called Sky Arts was launched for broadcast on the Marco Polo 
transponders at weekends. 

e Music channel The Power Station remained on air until 8 April 1991, when it was 
replaced by Sky Movies. 

e Sports channel The Sports Channel remained on air until 20 April 1991, when it was 
replaced by a new channel called Sky Sports. 

e The Movie Channel remained on air until 1 November 1997. 


Technically, two BSB channels still exist, but cannot be rationalised. The Movie Channel 
kept its name until 1997, being briefly rebranded as "Sky Movies Screen 2", Sky Premier 
and then Sky Movies 2. The channel is now Sky Cinema Showcase. The Sports Channel 
retained its name for a while, then was rebranded to Sky Sports on 20 April 1991, and 
rebranded to Sky Sports 1 in August 1996, when Sky Sports 3 was launched. 


Regulatory context[edit] 


A new TV transmission system, Multiplexed Analogue Components (MAC), was originally 
developed for high definition TV but European TV manufacturers developed patented 
variants and successfully lobbied regulators such that it was adopted by the EU as the 
standard for all direct broadcast satellites. 


This had the effect that the low-cost non-European TV manufacturers would not only 
have to pay royalties to the EU manufacturers but would also not have direct access to 
the technology, and hence would always be behind with new developments. 


In the UK, the Independent Broadcasting Authority developed a variant, D-MAC, which 
had marginal audio channel improvements, and insisted on its use by the satellite 
service to be licensed by itself. On the continent of Europe, satellite TV manufacturers 
standardised on another variant, D2-MAC, which used less bandwidth and was 
compatible with the extensive existing European cable systems. 


With the launch of BSB the IBA became a member of the secreti!#tiorneedea “MAC Club" of 
European organisations which owned patents on MAC variants and had a royalty sharing 
agreement for all TV and set top boxes sold. 


The IBA was not directed to be an "economic regulator", so the free market in lower 
power satellite bandwidth satellites (such as SES-ASTRA) leveraged the benefits of the 
existing lower cost PAL transmissions with pre-existing set-top box technology. The IBA 
was rendered helpless and Rupert Murdoch made a voluntary agreement to adhere to 
those Broadcasting Standards Commission rules relating to non-economic matters, such 
as the technology used. 


Ironically the past-deadline encryption system in the DMAC silicon chip technology was 
one primary reason for BSB having to merge with Sky, and hence the Far Eastern TV 


manufacturers had largely unfettered access to the market when MAC was dropped in 
favour of PAL. Sky launched with free-to-air PAL receivers, adding 

the VideoCrypt technology when the DMAC system was dropped and Sky_ 

Sports and Sky Multichannels launched. 


Outcomesf[edit] 


BSB's shareholders and Murdoch's News International made huge profits on their 
investments, the 50:50 merged venture having an effective quasi-monopoly on UK 
satellite pay-TV. From a UK perspective, British Satellite Broadcasting's existence 
prevented 100% of these profits being made by News International, reducing Murdoch's 
ability to influence government policy. 


At one stage of the saga, News International was facing dismemberment at the hands of 
its bankers.24 


Following the takeover of Sky by Comcast in October 2018, Murdoch was no longer 
involved in British television but retained his newspaper assets through News Corp. 


See also[edit] 


e Independent Broadcasting Authority 
e Sky Television plc 

e British Sky Broadcasting 

e Timeline of Sky Limited 


External links[edit] 
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Retrieved 17 August 2007. 
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Sky UK Ltd 
Formerly British Sky Broadcasting Ltd 
Type Subsidiary 


Industry Mass media 


Founded 10 March 1994; 25 years ago 


Headquarters Grant Way, Isleworth, TW7 5QD!! 


Area served United Kingdom 
Key people Stephen van Rooyen (CEO) 
Services Broadband 


Video on Demand 
Broadcasting 
Satellite 

Internet 

Television production 
Mobile 


Parent Sky 


Subsidiaries Sky Broadband 
Sky Home Communications 


Now TV 
Freesat from Sky 
Sky Subscriber Services 


Sky In-Home Services 


Website www.sky.com 


Sky UK (formerly British Sky Broadcasting Limited, BSkyB and Sky) is a British 
telecommunications company which serves the United Kingdom owned by Comcast. Sky 
provides television and broadband Internet services, fixed line and mobile telephone 
services to consumers and businesses in the United Kingdom. It is the UK's largest pay- 
TV broadcaster with 12.5 million customers as of 2018. It was the UK's most popular 
digital TV service until it was overtaken by Freeview in April 2007.° Its corporate 
headquarters are in Isleworth. 


Formed in March 1994 four years after the merger of Sky Television and British Satellite 
Broadcasting,55! Sky became the UK's largest digital subscription television company. 
Following Sky's 2014 acquisition of Sky Italia and a majority 90.04% interest in Sky 
Deutschland in November 2014, its holding company British Sky Broadcasting Group plc 
changed its name to Sky plc.® The UK subsidiary's name was changed from British Sky 
Broadcasting Limited to Sky UK Limited, and continues to trade as Sky as of November 
2018. 


Sky UK Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Comcast-owned Sky, with its current 
company directors being Andrew Griffith and Christopher Taylor.” Andrew Griffith has 
acted as the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and the Managing Director for the commercial 
businesses division," however, it was announced in June 2019 that Kevin O'Toole 

of Comcast Business will take on the role of Managing Director of Sky Business 
Communications, reporting to Chris Stylianou. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Sky TV 


Origins[edit] 


The present service can trace its heritage back to 1989, when BSkyB's predecessors Sky 
Television plc and British Satellite Broadcasting encrypted their respective film channels 
- Sky Movies and The Movie Channel which required viewers to get decoding equipment 
and a subscription to watch the channels. After the two companies merged, subscribers 

could get access to both channels, and later the sports channel Sky Sports also became 

encrypted. 


Premier League football[edit] 
Main article: Sky Sports 


In the autumn of 1991, talks were held for the broadcast rights for Premier League for a 
five-year period, from the 1992 season. ITV were the current rights holders, and fought 
hard to retain the new rights. ITV had increased its offer from £18m to £34m per year to 
keep control of the rights.22 BSkyB joined forces with the BBC” to make a counter bid. 
The BBC was given the highlights of most of the matches, while BSkyB paying £304m 
for the Premier League rights, would give them a monopoly of all live matches, up to 60 
per year from the 1992 season.22 Murdoch described sport as a "battering ram" for pay- 
television, providing a strong customer base.42 A few weeks after the deal, ITV went to 
the High Court to get an injunction as it believed their bid details had been leaked 
before the decision was taken. ITV also asked the Office of Fair Trading to investigate 
since it believed Rupert Murdoch's media empire via its newspapers had influenced the 
deal." A few days later neither action took effect, ITV believed BSkyB was telephoned 
and informed of its £262m bid, and Premier League advised BSkyB to increase its 
counter bid." 


BSkyB retained the rights paying £670m 1997-2001 deal, but was challenged by On 
Digital## for the rights from 2001-2004, thus were forced to £1.1 billion which gave 
them 66 live games a year.24 


Following a lengthy legal battle with the European Commission, which deemed the 
exclusivity of the rights to be against the interests of competition and the consumer, 
BSkyB's monopoly came to an end from the 2007-08 season. In May 2006, the Irish 
broadcaster Setanta Sports was awarded two of the six Premier League packages that 
the English FA offered to broadcasters. Sky picked up the remaining four for £1.3bn."2 In 
February 2015, Sky bid £4.2bn for a package of 120 premier league games across the 
three seasons from 2016. This represented an increase of 70% on the previous contract 
and was said to be £1bn more than the company had expected to pay. The move has 
been followed by staff cuts, increased subscription prices (including 9% in Sky's family 
package) and the dropping of the 3D channel. 


Sky Multichannels[edit] 
Main article: Sky Multichannels 


In September 1993, BSkyB launched Sky Multichannels which was the present digital 
platform's analogue predecessor. Sky Multichannels was a subscription package that 
gave access not only to Sky's own channels but also those of third party broadcasters. 


The service started on 1 September 1993. It was based on an idea by then CEO Sam 
Chisholm and chairman Rupert Murdoch of converting the company business strategy to 
an entirely fee-based concept. The new package included four channels formerly 
available free-to-air, broadcasting on Astra's satellites, as well as introducing new 
channels. The service continued until the closure of BSkyB's analogue service on 27 
September 2001,2% due to the expansion of the Sky Digital platform after its launch 
three years before. Some of the channels did broadcast either in the clear or soft 
encrypted (whereby a Videocrypt decoder was required to decode, without a 
subscription card) prior to their addition to the Sky Multichannels package. 2422! Within 
two months of the launch, BSkyB gained 400,000 new subscribers, with the majority 
taking at least one premium channel as well,22 which helped BSkyB reach 3.5 million 
households by mid-1994. Michael Grade criticised the operations in front of the Select 
Committee on National Heritage, mainly for the lack of original programming on many 
of the new channels.24 


Launch of Sky Digital[edit] 


BSkyB's digital service was officially launched on 1 October 1998 under the name Sky 
Digital, although small-scale tests were carried out before then. At this time the use of 
the Sky Digital brand made an important distinction between the new service and Sky's 
analogue services. Key selling points were the improvement in picture and sound 
quality, increased number of channels and an interactive service branded Open.... now 
called Sky Active, BSkyB competed with the ONdigital (later /7V Digita/) terrestrial 
offering and cable services. Within 30 days, over 100,000 digiboxes had been sold, 
which help bolstered BSkyB's decision to give away free digiboxes and minidishes from 
May 1999. 


In addition to most channels from the Sky Multichannels package, Sky Digital launched 
with several new channels that were exclusive to the digital offer. 


The switch-over from analogue to digital proceeded relatively quickly. In 1998, there 
were 6 million 'multichannel' TV homes in the UK (i.e. homes that watch television other 
than the traditional analogue terrestrial), and over half of these homes watched 
television using BSkyB's analogue service. BSkyB's digital service surpassed the 
analogue service in terms of subscribers in late 1999.25 


By June 2000 the service had 3.6 million subscribers, which gave BSkyB 8.988 million 
subscribers across all platforms. This substantial growth reflected BSkyB's 34% share of 
viewers in multi-channel homes (up from 13.4% from 1999).28 


BSkyB's analogue service ended in October 2001, and the digital service would 
eventually be marketed as just 'Sky'. 


By June 2005, the number of digital subscribers increase to 7.8m, while it produced 
38,375 hours of sport in 200524 


In November 2005, in partnership with Vodafone, Sky Mobile TV was launched which 
was the UK's first commercially available mobile TV service. Vodafone live! customers 
with 3G enabled handsets would receive the service. 


2010s[edit] 


Sky's direct-to-home satellite service became available in 10 million homes in 2010, 
Europe's first pay-TV platform in to achieve that milestone. Confirming it had reached 
its target, the broadcaster said its reach into 36% of households in the UK represented 
an audience of more than 25m people. The target was first announced in August 2004, 
since then an additional 2.4m customers had subscribed to Sky's direct-to-home 
service. Media commentators had debated whether the figure could be reached as the 
growth in subscriber numbers elsewhere in Europe flattened.) 


The Daily Mail newspaper reported in 2012 that the UK government's benefits agency 
was checking claimants’ "Sky TV bills to establish if a woman in receipt of benefits as a 
single mother is wrongly claiming to be living alone" - as, it claimed, subscription to 
sports channels would betray a man's presence in the household.22 In December, the 
UK's parliament heard a claim that a subscription to Sky was ‘often damaging’, along 
with alcohol, tobacco and gambling. Conservative MP Alec Shelbrooke was proposing 
the payments of benefits and tax credits on a "Welfare Cash Card", in the style of the 


American Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, that could be used to buy only 
"essentials" 24 


In 2016, Sky launched its brand new TV and entertainment service called Sky Q. 


On 1 March 2018, it was reported that Sky UK had concluded successful negotiations 


with Netflix to offer Sky subscribers with access to the international streaming service.22 
[33] 


Comcast, the largest cable TV provider in the United States, outbid 21st Century Fox, on 
22 September 2018 in an auction for control of Sky UK. On 4 October 2018, Fox sold 
their stake to Comcast, giving the latter a 76.8% controlling stake. On 12 October 
2018, Comcast announced it will compulsorily acquire the rest of Sky after its bid gained 
acceptance from 95.3% of the broadcaster's shareholders.2 Afterwards, Comcast 
acquired the remaining 5% of the shares of Sky.24 


Services[edit] 
Digital terrestrial television[edit] 


Sky initially faced competition from the ONdigital digital terrestrial television service 
(later renamed ITV Digital). ITV Digital failed for numerous reasons, including, but not 
limited to numerous administrative and technical failures, nervous investors after a 
large down-turn in the advertising market and the dot com crash, and Sky's aggressive 
marketing and domination of premium sporting rights. 


While Sky had been excluded from being a part of the ONdigital consortium, thereby 
making them a competitor by default, Sky was able to join ITV Digital's free-to- 

air replacement, Freeview, in which it holds an equal stake with the BBC, ITV, Channel 
4 and Arqiva. Prior to October 2005, three Sky channels were available on this 
platform: Sky News, Sky Three, and Sky Sports News. Initially, Sky provided Sky_ 
Travel to the service. However, this was replaced by Sky Three on 31 October 2005, 
which was itself later re-branded as 'Pick TV' in 2011. 


On 8 February 2007, Sky announced its intention to replace its three free-to-air digital 
terrestrial channels with four subscription channels. It was proposed that these channels 
would offer a range of content from the Sky portfolio including sport (including English 
Premier League Football), films, entertainment and news.24 The announcement came a 
day after Setanta Sports confirmed that it would launch in March as a subscription 


service on the digital terrestrial platform, and on the same day that NTL's services re- 
branded as Virgin Media. However, industry sources believe Sky will be forced to shelve 
plans to withdraw its channels from Freeview and replace them with subscription 
channels, due to possible lost advertising revenue. 23 


Video on demand[edit] 
Main article: On Demand (Sky) 


Sky initially faced increased competition from telecommunications providers to deliver 
pay television services over existing telephone lines using ADSL. Such providers are 
able to offer "triple-play" or "quad-play" packages combining landline telephone, 
broadband Internet, mobile telephone and pay television services. 


To compete with these providers, in October 2005, Sky bought the broadband Internet 
service provider Easynet for £211 million. This acquisition allowed Sky to start offering a 
Sky-branded broadband service as well as a "triple play" package combining satellite 
television, land-line telephone and Broadband service. Sky also offers some streaming 
live TV channels to a computer using Microsoft's Silverlight. 


In early 2012, Sky released an update to its Sky Anytime service. This update offers 
customers the chance to buy and rent films from the Sky Store. 


On 26 September 2012, Sky relaunched its "Anytime+" on-demand-via-broadband 
service as "On Demand" as the BBC's iPlayer joined the line-up of channels offering 
catch-up TV on the company's Sky+ HD box - linked to a router, the signal from which 
was recorded before viewing. The BBC was making the preceding week's programmes 
available alongside ITV, Channel 4’s All 4, Channel 5 and the partly BBC Worldwide- 
owned UKTV, as well as Sky's own channels.“ 


Sky Goledit] 
Main article: Sky Go 


On 29 May 2009, it was confirmed that Sky Go would be made available on the Xbox 
360.41 In November 2011 Sony Computer Entertainment struck a deal with Sky to bring 
some of its shows to the PlayStation Store Video Store. Users are able buy individual TV 
episodes in SD or HD.#2 On 3 December 2014, Sky Go became available on 

the PlayStation 4, followed by the PlayStation 3 on 29 January 2015 icitetion needed 


Sky Broadband[edit] 
Main article: Sky Broadband 


On 1 March 2013, it was announced that Sky would buy 02's and Be's broadband 
services from Telefónica for £180 million up front plus another £20 million once 
customers have been transferred. Telefónica said the deal would allow it to concentrate 
on providing better mobile services, including rolling out 4G.) 


Sky offers superfast broadband, Sky Fibre, using ADSL2+ technology and fibre-optic, 
which are provided by BT Openreach. 


Sky Mobilefedit] 


On 21 October 2016, it was announced that public pre-registration for Sky's new mobile 
network, Sky Mobile, would take place from 31 October 2016. The network will operate 
as a Full MVNO, utilising the 02 radio access network infrastructure, and O2’s full 
network speeds and 4G+.£4 On 5 January 2017 Sky Mobile went live to the public across 
the UK. Coining itself as the Smarter Network, with tariffs mainly focused on data rather 


than traditional calls & text, effectively saving consumers money in wasted unused 
minutes and texts. 1GB data costs £10.00 per month while 5GB costs £15.00 per month 
with 10GB data costing £20.00 per month. With all those data tariffs, the customer can 
choose from two different call & text packages with the 'Pay as you use' costing 10p per 
minute of calls and 10p per text message sent or £10.00 per month for Unlimited Calls 
& Texts. The Unlimited Calls & Texts package is free for new or existing Sky TV 
customers using the Sky Mobile network. 


As of 30 March 2017, Sky Mobile is offering handset deals. Products are available from 
manufacturers such as Samsung, Sony, LG and Apple. 


Products[edit] 


Sky Digibox[edit] 
Main article: Digibox 


Sky launched with a set top box known as the Sky Digibox, using the Slogans “What do 
you want to watch?", "Entertainment your way" and the current slogan “Believe in 
Better". This was followed by Sky+, a digital video recorder with an internal hard 
drive which allows viewers to ‘pause live television’ (by switching from a live feed to a 
paused real-time recording that can be restarted at any point) and schedule programs 
to record in the future. 


In later years the Sky+ box and then the Sky+ HD box replaced the original Digibox. 
The first photos of a prototype Sky HD box began appearing in magazines in August 
2005, igtetien needed Sky launched HDTV services in May 2006. All Sky+ HD boxes incorporate 
a version of Sky+ using a 300GB, 500GB, or 1TB hard drive (of which 160GB, 250GB or 
500GB are available to the user) to accommodate the necessary extra data. 


Sky +[edit] 
Main article: Sky+ 


Sky initially charged an additional subscription fee for using a Sky+ PVR with their 
service; waiving the charge for subscribers whose package included two or more 
premium channels. This changed as from 1 July 2007, and now customers that 
subscribe to any Sky package have Sky+ included at no extra charge. Customers that 
do not subscribe to Sky's channels can still pay a monthly fee to enable Sky+ functions. 
In September 2007, Sky launched a new TV advertising campaign targeting Sky+ at 
women. As of 31 March 2008, Sky had 3,393,000 Sky+ users.“ 


In January 2010 Sky discontinued the Sky+ Box, limited the standard Sky Box to 
Multiroom upgrade only and started to issue the Sky+ HD Box as standard, thus giving 
all new subscribers the functions of Sky+. In February 2011 Sky discontinued the non- 
HD variant of its Multiroom box, offering a smaller version of the SkyHD box without 
Sky+ functionality.“4 In September 2007, Sky launched a new TV advertising campaign 
targeting Sky+ at women. As of 31 March 2008, Sky had 3,393,000 Sky+ users.“# 


Sky+ HD[edit] 
Main article: Sky+ HD 


Sky launched its HDTV service, Sky+ HD, on 22 May 2006. Prior to its launch, Sky 
claimed that 40,000 people had registered to receive the HD service. In the week before 
the launch, rumours started to surface that Sky was having supply issues with its set 
top box (STB) from manufacturer Thomson. On Thursday 18 May 2006, and continuing 
through the weekend before launch, people were reporting that Sky had either 


cancelled or rescheduled its installation. Finally, the BBC reported that 17,000 
customers had yet to receive the service due to failed deliveries.# On 31 March 2012, 
Sky announced the total number of homes with Sky+ HD was 4,222,000.#9 


In early 2012, Sky released an update to its Sky Anytime service. This update offers 
customers the chance to buy and rent films from the Sky Store. In June 2012, Sky 
launched a new EPG for Sky+ HD boxes. The update included a new modernised look 
and improved functionality. As of 1 October 2012, Sky Anytime was rebranded as Sky 
On Demand which included ITV Player and Demand 5. BBC iPlayer followed in late 
Autumn with 40D which changed to All 4 on 30 March 2015, launched in early 2013.5% 


Sky 3D[edit] 
Main article: Sky 3D 


Sky began to broadcast programmes in 3D in April 2010. This included new 3D 
channels, including a Sky Sports 3D and Sky Movies 3D. Sky previously experimented 
with 3D broadcasting by broadcasting an Arsenal vs Manchester United football game 
live in 3D in nine pubs situated throughout the United Kingdom. 


Sky Ql[edit] 
Main article: Sky Q 


On 18 November 2015, Sky announced Sky Q, a range of products and services to be 
available in 2016.52 The Sky Q range consists of three set top boxes (Sky Q 1TB, Sky Q 
2TB and Sky Q Mini), a broadband router (Sky Q Hub) and mobile applications. 


The Sky Q set top boxes introduce a new user interface, Wi-Fi 

hotspot functionality, Power-line and Bluetooth connectivity and a new touch-sensitive 
remote control.! The Sky Q Mini set top boxes connect to the Sky Q set top boxes with 
a Wi-Fi or Power-line connection rather than receive their own satellite feeds. This 
allows all set top boxes in a household to share recordings and other media. 


Sky Q became available to order on 9 February 2016 and is currently the only range 
available to new customers. The Sky+ HD box was removed from sale on Sky's main 
website in October 2016.54 Sky Q has received highly positive reception. 


4K UHD[edit] 


The Sky Q 2TB set top box is capable of receiving and displaying 4K_ 

UHD broadcasts. HDR will be added at a later date when HDR broadcast standards are 
agreed, ‘station needed UHD broadcasts started on 13 August 2016, with the first live Premier 
League football match of the 2016/17 season, Hull vs Leicester City. UHD broadcasts 
are available free of charge to Sky Q 2TB multiscreen customers with any other relevant 
subscriptions. 


Television channels[edit] 


Entertainment 


e Sky One (+1 available) 

e Sky Two 

e Sky Witness (+1 available) 
e Sky Crime (+1 available) 

e Sky Atlantic (+1 available) 
e Sky Arts 


e Pick(+1 available) 

e Challenge (+1 available) 

e Lifetime (joint venture) 

e Comedy Central (+1 available) (joint venture) 

e Comedy Central Extra (+1 available) (joint venture) 


News 

e Sky News 

e Sky News Arabia (joint venture) 
Sports 

e Sky Sports 


e Sky Sports News 


Movies 


e Sky Cinema Premiere (+1 available) 
e Sky Cinema Hits 

e Sky Cinema Greats 

e Sky Cinema Disney 

e Sky Cinema Family 

e Sky Cinema Action 

e Sky Cinema Comedy 

e Sky Cinema Thriller 

e Sky Cinema Drama & Romance 
e Sky Cinema Sci-Fi & Horror 

e Sky Cinema Select 


Documentaries 


e History (+1 available) (joint venture) 
e History 2 (joint venture) 
e Crime+investigation (+1 available) (joint venture) 


Kids 


e Nickelodeon (+1 available) (joint venture) 
e Nickjr. (+1 available) (joint venture) 


e =Nick Jr. Too (joint venture) 
e Nicktoons (joint venture) 
e BabyTV (joint venture) 


Other 
e A+E Networks UK a joint-venture with American company A+E Networks. 


Marketing[edit] 


Sky (formerly marketed as Sky Digital) is the brand name for Sky plc's United 
Kingdom digital satellite television and telecommunications services. Slogans that have 
been used for marketing include “What do you want to watch?", "Entertainment your 


way" and the current slogan “Believe in Better". Sky has also aired several 
advertisements featuring characters from Minions, Inside Out, Kung Fu Panda 3, The 
Secret Life of Pets, The Lego Batman Movie, Despicable Me 3 and Monster Family. 


Broadcasting[edit] 


Sky Minidish 
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Transmission[edit] 


When Sky Digital was launched in 1998 the new service used the Astra 2A satellite 
which was located at the 28.2°E orbital position, unlike the analogue service which was 
broadcast from 19.2°E. This was subsequently followed by more Astra satellites as well 
as Eutelsat's Eurobird 1 (now Eutelsat 33C) at 28.5°E), enabled the company to launch a 
new all-digital service, Sky, with the potential to carry hundreds of television and radio 
channels.& The old position was shared with broadcasters from several European 
countries, while the new position at 28.5°E came to be used almost exclusively for 
channels that broadcast to the United Kingdom. 


New Astra satellites joined the position in 2000 and 2001, and the number of channels 
available to customers increased accordingly. This trend continued with the launch of 
Eurobird 1 (now Eutelsat 33C) in 2001. Additionally, some channels occasionally 
received new numbering — However, in early 2006, the majority of channels received 
new numbering, with some receiving single digit changes, whilst others received new 
numbers entirely. 


It was the country's most popular digital TV service until it was overtaken by Freeview in 
April 2007.52 


Prior to the migration to Astra 2E, 2F and 2G, Sky was transmitted from 
the Astra satellites located at 28.2° east (2A/2C/2E/2F) and Eutelsat's Eutelsat 
33C satellite at 28.5°E. 


As of 2019, Astra 2E, 2F and 2G are the sole satellites used by Sky UK;&# a number of 
services are served via narrow UK-only spot beams, the other services downlinked with 
a Europe-wide footprint. UK-only spot beams are intentionally tightly focused over 
mainland UK, however they are still receivable dependent on location and access to a 
sufficiently large dish and sensitive LNB.559 


Eutelsat 33C was subsequently moved to 33° East, then moved again to 133° West and 
renamed as 'Eutelsat 133 West A' to serve transponders offering European and African 
language services, su 


Low-noise block converter[edit] 


Provided is a universal Ku band LNB (9.75/10.600 GHz) which is fitted at the end of the 
dish and pointed at the correct satellite constellation; most digital receivers will receive 
the free to air channels. Some broadcasts are free-to-air and unencrypted, some are 
encrypted but do not require a monthly subscription (known as free-to-view), some are 
encrypted and require a monthly subscription, and some are pay-per-view services. To 
view the encrypted content a VideoGuard UK equipped receiver (all of which are 
dedicated to the Sky service, and cannot be used to decrypt other services) needs to be 
used. Unofficial CAMs are now available to view the service, although use of them 
breaks the user's contract with Sky and invalidates the user's rights to use the card. 


Standard definition broadcasts[edit] 


Sky's standard definition broadcasts are in DVB-compliant MPEG-2, with the Sky 
Cinema and Sky Box Office channels including optional Dolby Digital soundtracks for 
recent films, although these are only accessible with a Sky+ box. Sky+ HD material is 
broadcast using MPEG-4 and most of the HD material uses the DVB-S2 standard. 
Interactive services and 7-day EPG use the proprietary OpenTV system, with set-top 
boxes including modems for a return path. Sky News, amongst other channels, provides 
a pseudo-video on demand interactive service by broadcasting looping video streams. 


Digital satellite receivers[edit] 


Sky utilises the VideoGuard pay-TV scrambling system owned by NDS, a Cisco 
Systems company. There are tight controls over use of VideoGuard decoders; they are 
not available as stand-alone DVB CAMs (conditional-access modules). Sky has design 
authority over all digital satellite receivers capable of receiving their service. The 
receivers, though designed and built by different manufacturers, must conform to the 
same user interface look-and-feel as all the others. This extends to the Personal video 
recorder (PVR) offering (branded Sky+). 


Electronic programme guide[edit] 
Technology[edit] 


Sky maintains an electronic programme guide (EPG) which provides information about 
upcoming programmes and a list of channels. TV channels available on Sky are 
assigned a three digit logical channel number which can be entered on a remote control 
to access the channel and determines in what order channels are listed. Radio channels 
similarly receive a four digit EPG number (0 prefix + three digits). 


The EPG differs depending on the viewer's location due to limited regional availability of 
certain channels or conditions relating to their must-carry status. For example, this 
ensures that viewers get access to the correct BBC or ITV region or that S4C gets a 
prominent listing in Wales. 


All channels are grouped into categories depending on their content. What section of 
the EPG a channel gets allocated is determined by rules set up by Sky. 


Sky has no veto over the presence of channels on their EPG, with open access being an 
enforced part of their operating licence from Ofcom. Any channel which can get carriage 
on a suitable beam of a satellite at 28° East is entitled to access to Sky's EPG for a fee, 
ranging from £15-100,000. Third-party channels which opt for encryption receive 
discounts ranging from reduced price to free EPG entries, free carriage on a Sky leased 
transponder, or actual payment for being carried. However, even in this case, Sky does 
not carry any control over the channel's content or carriage issues such as picture 
quality. 


In October 2007, Sky announced that they would not accept new applications to launch 
channel on their EPG, citing "very significant memory constraints" on many of its older 
digiboxes.= 


In June 2012, Sky launched a new EPG dubbed "Darwin" for their Sky+HD receivers, 
offering a more modern, refreshed interface and some improved functionality. Newer 
SkyQ UHD receivers utilise different hardware, so run a different software stack. 


Numbering system| edit] 


The EPG numbering is altered frequently when new channels launch or receive new 
numbers. A few times, the EPG has been substantially altered. For example: 


e In early 2006, most channels received new numbering. This shake-up intended to 
split up the original ten categories in sixteen. For example, several channels that 
had been listed under the ‘Entertainment’ category where split off into a new 
'Lifestyle & Culture’ category while the 'News & Documentaries' category was split 
into two. The ‘Specialist’ category, which had included shopping, dating, gambling, 
international and adult channels was split into several genres. 

e Following the integration of Living TV Group into Sky in early 2011, several 
prominent slots were freed up as many channels were closed down. It was, reported 
Broadband TV News, the biggest reshuffle in EPG positions for over a decade, with 
MTV, Comedy Central, Universal Channel, Syfy, News Corporation's FX, and 40 HD 
channels moving to more prominent places. ©! 

e Documentaries and other channels moving towards general entertainment 
programming and many other channel categories being overspilled into other parts 
of the EPG. Sky reshuffled the channels again on 1 May 2018 which merged the 
documentaries and entertainment channels making many documentaries move to 
more prominent slots which had been occupied by time shift and standard definition 
channels which had been given their own areas in the 200s and 800s with the 800s 
being also filled with SD channels from other categories. 


Competition[edit] 


On 12 July 2011, former Prime Minister Gordon Brown claimed that Sky's largest 
shareholder - News Corporation - attempted to affect government policy with regards to 
the BBC in pursuit of its own commercial interests. He went further, in a speech in 
Parliament on 13 July 2011, stating: 


"Mr James Murdoch, which included his cold assertion that profit not standards was what 
mattered in the media, underpinned an ever more aggressive News International and 
Sky agenda under his and Mrs Brooks’ leadership that was brutal in its simplicity. Their 
aim was to cut the BBC licence fee, to force BBC online to charge for its content, for the 
BBC to sell off its commercial activities, to open up more national sporting events to 
bids from Sky and move them away from the BBC, to open up the cable and satellite 
infrastructure market, and to reduce the power of their regulator, Ofcom. | rejected 
those policies."© 


On 13 July 2011, MP Chris Bryant stated to the House of Commons, in the Parliamentary 
Debate on the Rupert Murdoch and News Corporation Bid for Sky that the company was 
anti-competitive: 


"The company has lots of technological innovation that only a robust entrepreneur could 
to bring to British society, but it has also often been profoundly anti-competitive. | 
believe that the bundling of channels so as to increase the profit and make it impossible 
for others to participate in the market is anti-competitive. | believe that the way in 
which the application programming interface—the operating system—has been used 
has been anti-competitive and that Sky has deliberately set about selling set-top boxes 
elsewhere, outside areas where they have proper rights. If one visits a flat in Spain 
where a British person lives, one finds that they mysteriously manage to have a Sky box 
there even though it is registered to a house in the United Kingdom." 


Virgin Media dispute[edit] 


Virgin Media (re-branded in 2007 from NTL:Telewest) started to offer a high-definition 
television (HDTV) capable set top box, although from 30 November 2006 until 30 July 
2009 it only carried one linear HD channel, BBC HD, after the conclusion of the ITV_ 

HD trial. Virgin Media has claimed that other HD channels were "locked up" or otherwise 
withheld from their platform, although Virgin Media did in fact have an option to carry 
Channel 4 HD in the future.21 Nonetheless, the linear channels were not offered, 
Virgin Media instead concentrating on its Video On Demand service! to carry a modest 
selection of HD content. Virgin Media has nevertheless made a number of statements 
over the years, suggesting that more linear HD channels are on the way. 2411751 


In 2007, Sky and Virgin Media became involved in a dispute over the carriage of Sky 
channels on cable TV. The failure to renew the existing carriage agreements negotiated 
with NTL and Telewest resulted in Virgin Media removing the basic channels from the 
network on 1 March 2007. Virgin Media claimed that Sky had substantially increased the 
asking price for the channels, a claim which Sky denied, on the basis that their new deal 
offered "substantially more value" by including HD channels and Video On Demand 
content which was not previously carried by cable.“ 


In response, Sky ran a number of TV, radio and print advertisements claiming that 
Virgin Media 'doubted the value' of the channels concerned, at first urging Virgin Media 
customers to call their cable operator to show their support for Sky, and later urging 
Virgin Media customers to migrate to Sky to continue receiving the channels. The 
broadcasting regulator Ofcom subsequently found these commercials in breach of their 
code. 


The availability (at an extra charge) of Sky's premium sport and movie services was not 
affected by the dispute, and Sky Sports 3 was offered as a replacement to Sky One on 
many Virgin Media packages. This impasse continued for twenty-one months, with both 
companies initiating High Court proceedings. Amongst Virgin Media's claims to the 


court! (denied by Sky) were that Sky had unfairly reduced the amount which it paid to 
VMTV for the carriage of Virgin Media's own channels on satellite.‘ 


Eventually, on 4 November 2008 it was announced that an agreement had been struck 
for Sky's basic channels - including Sky One, Sky Two, Sky Three, Sky News, Sky Sports 
News, Sky Arts 1, Sky Arts 2, Sky Real Lives and Sky Real Lives 2 to return to Virgin 
Media from 13 November 2008 until 12 June 2011. In exchange, Sky would be provided 
continued carriage of Virgin Media Television's channels - Living, Livingit, Bravo, Bravo 
+1, Trouble, Challenge and Virgin1 for the same period.» 


The agreements include fixed annual carriage fees of £30m for the channels with both 
channel suppliers able to secure additional capped payments if their channels meet 
certain performance-related targets. Currently there is no indication as to whether the 
new deal includes the additional Video On Demand and High Definition content which 
had previously been offered by Sky. As part of the agreements, both Sky and Virgin 
Media agreed to terminate all High Court proceedings against each other relating to the 
carriage of their respective basic channels.22 


Discovery Networks dispute[edit] 


On 25 January 2017, Discovery Networks announced that they were in a dispute with 
Sky UK over the costs of payment fees to the broadcaster. 


The broadcaster threatened to blackout their channels on the Sky platform, which 
includes Eurosport, Discovery Channel, TLC, Animal Planet, Investigation 

Discovery, DMAX, Discovery Turbo, Discovery Shed, Discovery Science, Discovery 
History and Home & Health, unless Sky accepted their request for fair pricing. Sky 
indicated that they will not bow down, and the channels will likely become unavailable 
from 1 February 2017. 


The same day, Discovery sent out a press release on the dispute and also blocked 
access to its own website with the news. Discovery stated 'enough is enough' and 
claimed that Sky is paying less for its channels than it was ten years ago. In that time, 
Discovery had stated that its viewing share has grown by more than 20%. Managing 
Director Susanna Dinnage stated in the press release: "We believe Sky is using what we 
consider to be its dominant market position to further its own commercial interest over 
those of viewers and independent broadcasters. The vitality of independent 
broadcasters like Discovery and plurality in TV is under threat." 


In response, Sky stated that they had been "overpaying Discovery for years." It comes 


after Sky had paid £4.2 billion on Premier League rights for the following three seasons. 
[83] 


The channel 'blackout' would have also affect the Sky owned NOW TV with the removal 
of Discovery Channel from both the live stream and On Demand service. 


On 31 January 2017 at around 21:00, Sky UK revealed that they would continue to 
broadcast the Discovery Networks Channels by releasing the following statement: 
"Great news, we can confirm that Sky will continue to carry the Discovery and Eurosport 
channels. This means you can still watch channels including: Animal Planet, Discovery 
HD, Discovery History, Discovery Home & Health, Discovery Science, Discovery Shed, 
Discovery Turbo, DMAX, Eurosport1, Eurosport2, Investigation Discovery, TLC and 
Quest." At the time of the statement release, it had not been revealed how much Sky 
UK had paid Discovery Networks. 


Litigation[edit] 


In July 2013, the English High Court of Justice found that Microsoft’s use of the term 
"SkyDrive" infringed on Sky’s right to the "Sky" trademark. On 31 July 2013, Sky and 
Microsoft announced their settlement, in which Microsoft will not appeal the ruling, and 
will rename its SkyDrive cloud storage service after an unspecified "reasonable period 
of time to allow for an orderly transition to a new brand," plus "financial and other 
terms, the details of which are confidential". On 27 January 2014, Microsoft 
announced "that SkyDrive will soon become OneDrive" and "SkyDrive Pro" becomes 
"OneDrive for Business". essen 


Hello Games was in legal negotiations with Sky over the trademark on the word "Sky" 
used for the title of their video game No Man's Sky for three years. The issue was 
ultimately settled in June 2016, allowing Hello Games to continue to use the name. 


Criticism and controversies[edit] 
Main article: Criticisms of Sky UK 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Year Association Category Nominee(s) | Result 


2017 | Diversity in Media Awards | Broadcaster of the Year | Sky A 


See also[edit] 


e Sky 

e Sky Deutschland 

e Sky Ireland 

e Sky Italia 

e Sky España 

e Sky+ 

e Sky+ HD 

e Sky Betting and Gaming 
e Sky Go 

e Sky Vision 

e Sky Magazine 

e Astra 

e Digibox 

e Now TV 

e Freesat from Sky 

e Team Sky 
References[edit] 


1. ^ “Sky UK - Profile". Zoominfo.com. Retrieved 3 October 2019. 


18. 
19. 
.  Wathan, Chris. "How the Sky analogue service was run down in favour of 


32. 


33. 


^ "Management Today". BSkyB. Archived from the original on 2 July 2015. Retrieved 4 
June 2015. 

^ Lambert, Simon (19 April 2007). "Freeview digital overtakes Sky". This is Money. 
Retrieved 25 September 2018. 

* “Our locations". 

^ https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/02906991 

^ "Sky creates Europe's leading entertainment company". Sky. 13 November 2014. 
Retrieved 13 November 2014. 

^ "Sky UK Limited | DueDil". www.duedil.com. Retrieved 1 December 2015. 

* "Andrew Griffith". corporate.sky.com. Retrieved 1 December 2015. 

^ ITV's monopoly threatened by Premier League. Peter Ball. The Times, Tuesday, 1 
October 1991 


. ^ Premier League unity is tested by offer of £34m. Peter Ball. The Times, Saturday, 18 


April 1992 


. ^ BSkyB and BBC bid offers huge rewards. Peter Ball. The Times, Monday 18 May 1992 
. ^ Premier League kicks off with £304m TV deal. Peter Ball. The Times, Tuesday, 19 May 


1992 


. ^ Douglas, Torin (12 March 1999). "Murdoch's rise to the top". BBC News. Retrieved 5 


March 2007. 


. ^ ITV challenges football deal in High Court. Lin Jenkins. The Times, Saturday, 23 May 


1992; 


. ^ ITV fails to halt football deal. Lin Jenkins. The Times, Wednesday, 27 May 1992 
. ^ 'Time to play hardball' by David Teather and Vivek Chaudhary investigate Monday 8 


May 2000 


. ^ George Trefgarne, Financial Correspondent (15 June 2000). "BSkyB leaps on soccer 


result". Telegraph.co.uk. 
^ "Setanta joins Premiership action". BBC News. 5 May 2006. Retrieved 5 March 2007. 
^ "British Sky Broadcasting Group plc". Funding Universe. Retrieved 10 February 2007. 


digital..."Analoguesat. Archived from the original on 10 October 2006. Retrieved 10 
February 2007. 


. ^ Dawtrey, Adam (1 September 1993). "Sat trio in U.K. debut". Variety. Retrieved 14 


June2008. 


. ^ "Sky Television - Advertising". TV Ark. Archived from the original on 1 April 2012. 


Retrieved 28 June 2010. 


. ^ "Good uptake for Sky Multichannels package". 5 November 1993. 
. ^ Triumph of soap over experience. Reevell, Philip;Henry, Georgina. The Guardian; 25 


October 1993; 


.  http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/research/tv-research/ds03.pdf 
. "British Sky Broadcasting Group plc Annual Report 2000" (PDF). media.corporate-ir.net. 
. ^ "Error page" (PDF). sky.com. Archived from the original (PDF) on 27 September 2013. 


. ^ "BSkyB and Vodafone link up to deliver mobile TV service". 31 October 2005. 
. ^ Clover, Julian (8 November 2010). "Sky reaches 10 million homes". 


Broadbandtvnews.com. Archived from the original on 30 April 2011. Retrieved 18 
April2011. 


. ^ Are we finally winning the battle against benefit cheats? Convictions soar 40% in two 


years after fraud investigators are given access to Sky TV bills, Matt Chorley, Mail Online, 
17 October 2012. Retrieved: 24 December 2012. 


. ^ No beer on benefits: Tory MP wants those on benefits banned from buying 


“unnecessary items”, Jason Beattie, Daily Mirror, London, 18 December 2012. Retrieved: 
24 December 2012. 


^ Sweney, Mark (1 March 2018). "Sky subscribers to get Netflix for the first time". The 
Guardian. Retrieved 4 March 2018. 

^ Griffin, Andrew (1 March 2018). "Netflix and Sky Q team up, allowing people to watch 
Stranger Things on their TV box". The Independent. Retrieved 4 March 2018. 


. ^ Clarke, Stewart (9 October 2018). "Comcast Closes Deal for Fox's Sky Stake, Owns 


Over 75% of European Pay-TV Giant". Variety. Retrieved 11 October 2018. 


. ^ "Comcast to buy remaining Sky shares after bid gets 95% acceptance". Stock Market 


Wire. 12 October 2018. Retrieved 15 October 2018. 


. ^ "Recommended mandatory superior cash offer for Sky: Compulsory acquisition of Sky 
shares". 


. ^ Oatts, Joanne (8 February 2007). "Sky to launch new DTT service". Digital 


Spy. Archived from the original on 5 March 2007. Retrieved 5 March 2007. 


. ^ Quinn, lan (5 March 2007). "Sky rethinks Freeview exit and football strategy". Brand 


Republic. Retrieved 5 March 2007. 


. ^ BSkyB buys Easynet for £211m The Guardian, 21 October 2005 
. ^ Sky+ guide launches catch-up TV section - iPlayer, ITV Player, more, Andrew Laughlin, 


Digital Spy, 26 September 2012.Retrieved: 24 December 2012. 


. ^ "Sky Player comes to Xbox Live". CNET. 14 September 2007. Archived from the original 


on 30 May 2009. Retrieved 29 May 2009. 


. ^ "UK PSN Store Now Offers TV Episodes". TheSixthAxis. 24 November 2011. 
. ^ "BBC News - BSkyB buys O2 and BE broadband businesses from Telefonica". BBC 


Online. 1 March 2013. Retrieved 6 March 2013. 


. A "Sky Mobile Opens Up Pre-Registration On 31 October". TechWeekEurope UK. 20 


October 2016. Retrieved 21 October 2016. 

^ Jump up to:? £ Believe in Better Archived 25 June 2013 at the Wayback 

Machine sky.com 

^ Jump up to:? 2 "BSkyB's new Sky+ advert claims to show What Women Think", 
techdigest.tv. 14 September 2007. Archived from the original on 18 October 2007. 
Retrieved 14 September2007. 


. A "Supertelly from Sky". digitaltvpackages.co.uk. 29 January 2010. Archived from the 


original on 28 April 2009. Retrieved 24 February 2010. 


. ^ "Sky HDTV launch runs into trouble". BBC News. 22 May 2006. 


. "Key facts & figures". 
. ^ "New Sky EPG 2012 - Should you let your customers loose on your betas?". Pear 


Digital. Retrieved 1 January 2013. 


. ^ "Sky to Broadcast 3D Premier League Live Games This Weekend". TFTS. 28 January 


2010. Archived from the original on 12 July 2012. 


. ^ "Introducing Sky Q, a whole new way of watching TV" (Press release). Sky. 18 


November 2015. Retrieved 22 December 2015. 


. ^ "Fact Sheet Sky Q" (PDF) (Press release). Sky. 18 November 2015. Retrieved 22 


December 2015. 


. ^ "The end of Sky+ HD? Big changes to Sky as most popular box is removed from 


sale". Daily Star. 


. ^ "Sky Q major software update rolling out: Here's what your Sky Q box can do now - 


Pocket-lint". 


. ^ "Eutelsat 28A at 28.5°E - LyngSat". lyngsat.com. 
. ^ "Freeview digital overtakes Sky". This is Money. 


. "Sky UK - Frequency and channel list - Astra 2 UK Spotbeam and Astra 2 European 


Beam". 23 April 2019. Retrieved 23 April 2019. 


. ^ "SKY Coverage / Sky Offshore". 23 April 2019. Retrieved 23 April 2019. 
. ^ "Eutelsat Communications: First Half 2018-19 Results". 15 February 2019. 


Retrieved 23 April 2019. 


.^ "SatBeams - Satellite Details - Eutelsat 133 West A (E133WA, Eutelsat 33C, E33C, 


Eutelsat 28A, E28A, Eurobird 1, Eutelsat WIR, Europesat 1)". 23 April 2019. Retrieved 23 
April 2019. 


. ^ "Sky to reject new channel applications". The Guardian. 5 October 2007. 
. ^ "Sky in EPG shake-up". Broadcast. 31 March 2005. 
. ^ "Why Sky EPG Changes Won't Shake Viewing Habits". Tvgenius.net. 21 January 2011. 


Archived from the original on 29 April 2011. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 


65. 
66. 


67. 


68. 


69. 


70. 


71. 


12. 


73. 


74. 


75. 


76. 


TT: 


78. 


79. 


80. 


81. 


82. 


83. 


84. 


85. 


86. 


87. 


88. 


External links[edit] 


^ "Sky UK TV Guide" (PDF). 


"Brown accuses News International of using 'known criminals,'", BBC News, Tuesday 12 
July 2011 


* "Opposition Day - Rupert Murdoch and News Corporation Bid for BSkyB," Hansard: 13 
July 2011 - Column 400 
^ "Hansard, House of Commons Debates 13 July 2011:Rupert Murdoch and News 


Corporation Bid for BSkyB (Column 416-417)". Parliament.uk. 13 July 2011. Retrieved 14 
July 2011. 


^ Jump up to:? £ “Multiple HD channels to launch on Virgin". Digital Spy. UK. 15 December 
2008. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

^ "Virgin to show Channel 4 content in HD", Digital Spy. UK. 8 October 

2007. Archivedfrom the original on 28 June 2009. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

* "Virgin Media in HD content deal with Channel 4". Cableforum.co.uk. Archived from the 
original on 15 May 2011. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

^ "No more Virgin HD despite Sky launches". Digital Spy. UK. 16 July 2008. Archivedfrom 
the original on 15 July 2009. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

* "Virgin - we only need one HD channel". Digital Spy. UK. 24 April 2008. Archivedfrom 
the original on 6 June 2009. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

* "Virgin to add linear HD channels". Digital Spy. UK. 12 December 2008. Archivedfrom 
the original on 5 June 2009. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

^ "Virgin Media working on HD". Digital Spy. UK. 11 March 2009. Archived from the 
original on 16 June 2009. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

^ "Sky statement on Virgin dispute". Digital Spy. UK. 27 February 2007. Archived from 
the original on 27 March 2008. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

^ "Sky breached code over Virgin promotions". Digital Spy. UK. 27 October 

2008. Archived from the original on 6 May 2010. Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

^ "BBC News". BBC News. 12 April 2007. Archived from the original on 23 March 2008. 
Retrieved 18 April 2011. 

^ "Rapture TV" (PDF). archive. org. 

* "Rapture TV" (PDF). archive.org. 

^ "BSkyB and Virgin Media Sign New Channel Carriage Agreements". skyuser.co.uk. 1 
March 2007. Archived from the original on 7 December 2008. Retrieved 4 
November2008. 

^ "Virgin pays Sky £30m for basic channels". Digital Spy. UK. 1 March 

2007. Archivedfrom the original on 10 December 2008. Retrieved 6 November 2008. 

* "Discovery UK is threatening to switch off its channels on Sky in an extraordinary 
disagreement". Business Insider. Retrieved 26 January 2017. 

^ Foley, Mary Jo (31 July 2013). "Microsoft to rebrand SkyDrive after losing trademark 
skirmish", All About Microsoft. ZDNet. Retrieved 14 February 2014. 

^ Lardinois, Frederic (31 July 2013). "Microsoft Will Rebrand SkyDrive After It Settles 
Trademark Case With Sky Broadcasting". TechCrunch. Retrieved 14 February 2014. 

^ Gavin, Ryan (27 January 2014). "OneDrive for Everything in Your Life". The OneDrive 
Blog. Microsoft. Retrieved 14 February 2014. 

^ Foley, Mary Jo (27 January 2014). "Microsoft rechristens 'SkyDrive' as 'OneDrive". 
Retrieved 14 February 2014. 

^ McWhertor, Michael (17 June 2016). "No Man's Sky dev says it was caught in ‘secret, 
stupid' legal battle over game's name". Polygon. Retrieved 17 June 2016. 


e sky.com 
e Sky Media UK 
e Customer Service 


e Sky Vision 


e Sky TV Guide 


Timeline of Sky Limited 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This is a timeline of the history of Sky TV. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o Plans for a pan-European satellite television station are out together by Brian 
Haynes, back by backed by Guinness Mahon and Barclays Merchant Bank. 
e 1981 
o No events. 
e 1982 
o 26 April - Satellite Television launches as a pan-European service. 
e 1983 
o 27 June - News International becomes the majority shareholder of Satellite 
Television.“ 


e 1984 

o 16 January - Satellite Television is renamed Sky Channel. 
e 1985 

o No events. 
e 1986 


o 2 April - The IBA invites bids from the private sector to operate a commercial 
service on three of the five DBS channels allocated to the UK in 1977 for satellite 
broadcasting. 

o 11 December - The IBA announces that BSB has been awarded a fifteen-year 
franchise to operate the satellite television service.2 


e 1987 
o No events. 
e 1988 


o 8 June - Having failed to become part of the BSB consortium, Rupert 
Murdoch announces plans to launch a four-channel service on the soon to be 
launched Astra satellite. 

o 11 December - The satellite on which Sky Television will broadcast, Astra 1A, is 
successfully launched by communications satellite company SES. 

e 1989 

o 5 February - Sky Television launches at 6 pm. The channel line-up consists 
of Sky Channel, Sky News, Sky Movies and Eurosport. 

o June - BSB is awarded the other two DBS channel slots, meaning that the service 
will launch with five channels. These two channels had originally been allocated 
to the BBC but were handed over for commercial use when the BBC dropped its 
plans to use the two channels on cost grounds.“ 


o 31 July - Sky Channel becomes a UK and Ireland-only service and is renamed Sky 
One. 

1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o February - Sky Movies is encrypted and becomes Sky's first-ever pay channel. 

o 25 March - BSB launches. Its channels are Galaxy, Now, The Movie Channel, The 
Sports Channel and The Power Station. BSB had planned to launch in September 
1989 but problems with the supply of receiving equipment had delayed the 
launch by six months. 

o 2 November - Sky TV and BSB merge. The new company is called BSkyB. 

o 2 December - Galaxy and Now are closed down and are replaced on the Marco 
Polo satellite by Sky One and Sky News although arts programmes are shown for 
a short time as a weekend opt-out service from Sky News. 

e 1991 

o 8 April - The Power Station closes at 4 am. 

o 15 April — The Movie Channel launches on Astra 1B satellite with the first 
showing of 1989's /ndiana Jones and the Last Crusade, starring Harrison 
Ford and Sean Connery. The ident was made by Pacific Data Images and heavily 
based on NBC's film opening used from 1987 to 1993. 

o 20 April - Sky Sports launches, replacing the BSB Sports Channel. 

o 6-22 May - Eurosport briefly closes after the competing Screensport channel had 
filed a complaint to the European Commission over its corporate structure. TF1 
Group subsequently steps in to replace BSkyB as Eurosport's joint owners. 

o 3 November - The Comedy Channel launches. 

e 1992 

o February - TV-am closes its in-house news service and contracts out news 
bulletins to Sky News. 

o 18 May - Sky purchases the live rights to the newly formed football Premier 
League for £304 million. 

o 15 August - Sky Sports launches Sports Saturday. The programme follows the 
same format as the BBC's Grandstand programme featuring a mix of sporting 
action, concluding with the day's football results. 

o 16 August - To mark the start of Sky Sports's coverage of the Premier League, 
the channel launches an afternoon-long football programme called Super 
Sunday. 

o 1 September- 
= Sky Sports becomes a subscription channel. 
= Sky Movies stops showing non-movies content. It had previously shown 

selected premium content such as live boxing, music concerts and World 
Wrestling Federation due to it having being Sky's only encrypted channel and 
had been known as Sky Movies Plus. 

o 1 October - The Comedy Channel closes and is replaced by Sky Movies Gold, a 
"classic movies" service was added as a three-channel Sky_ 

Movies package. Rocky (starring Sylvester Stallone) was the first film shown on 
the network. 

o 31 December - Sky stops broadcasting via the Marco Polo satellite. 

e 1993 
o 1 September - Sky Multichannels launches.4 


e 1994 

o 19 August - Sky Sports 2 launches, initially as a weekend-only service, 

o 3 October - Sky Soap and Sky Travel launch as part-time weekday channels. 
e 1995 

o 1 November - Sky Sports Gold launches. 
e 1996 

o 16 March - The boxing match between Frank Bruno and Mike Tyson is the UK's 
first pay-per-view event. 

o 16 August - Sky Sports 3 launches, Sky Sports is renamed Sky Sports 1, and Sky_ 
Sports Gold closes. 

o 1 September - Sky 2 and The Computer Channel launch. 

o 1 October - Granada Sky Broadcasting, in conjunction with ITV, launches. The 
channel line-up consists of Granada Plus, Granada Good Life, Granada Men & 
Motors and Granada Talk TV 

o 1 November - A joint venture between Scottish Television and BSkyB results in 
the launch of Sky Scottish. 

e 1997 

o 31 August - Granada Talk TV and Sky 2 stop broadcasting and at around this 
time Sky Sports 2 becomes a stand-alone full-time service. 

o 1 November - Sky Movies and The Movie Channel are rebranded under the Sky 
Movies Screen banner and are now called Sky Movies Screen 1 and Sky Movies 
Screen 2. 

o 1 December - Sky Box Office launches as a four-channel near on-demand 
service. 

e 1998 

o 1 May - Granada Good Life is renamed Granada Breeze. 

o 31 May - Sky Scottish stops broadcasting. 

o 15 August - On the first day of the 1998-99 football season, the first edition 
of Soccer Saturday is broadcast. The afternoon-long football scores and results 
service replaces Sports Saturday. 

o 10 September - Sky Movies Screen 1 becomes Sky MovieMax, Sky Movies 
Screen 2 becomes Sky Premier, and Sky Movies Gold is renamed Sky Cinema.” 

o 1 October - Sky Digital launches, Sky Sports News launches, Sky_ 

Movies launches seven more channels and many more Sky Movies Box 
Office channels start broadcasting. 

o 15 November - Rival digital television service OnDigital launches. Sky had 
originally been a partner in the venture but was forced to pull out by 
the Independent Television Commission. However, some Sky channels, 
including Sky One, Sky Sports and two Sky Movies channel, do appear on the 
service. 

e 1999 

o 30 April - Sky Soap closes. 

o June - Sky News launches Sky News Radio. 

o A August - Sky Sports Xtra launches, initially primarily as an interactive service. 


o 1 October - Sky MovieMax 5 is launched."# 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 


o March - Sky News Active launches. 

o 10 April - Sky Sports News is renamed Sky Sports.com TV. 

2001 

o The first Sky+ boxes go on sale. 

o 1 July - The Sky Sports.com TV brand is scrapped and the channel reverts to its 
original name of Sky Sports News. 

o 18 August - PremPlus launches. 

o 2 September - .tv stops broadcasting. 

o 27 September - Sky stops broadcasting on analogue. 

2002 

o 7 January - Sky News content becomes available on terrestrial television for the 
first time in a decade when Channel 5 begins simulcasting part of its breakfast 
news programme Sunrise.“ 

o 1 March - F1 Digital+ launches. It offers enhanced multi-screen coverage 
of Formula One on a pay-per-view basis. 

o 1 May - ITV Digital stops broadcasting. 

o 1 July - In another major rebranding of Sky Movies, the Sky Premier channels are 
renamed Sky Movies Premier, the Sky MovieMax channels become Sky Movies 
Max and the Sky Cinema channels become Sky Movies Cinema.22! 

o 30 October - Freeview launches and Sky contributes three channels - Sky_ 
News, Sky Sports News and Sky Travel - to the platform. 

o 2 December - Sky 1 Mix launches. 

o 12 December - After just one season, F1 Digital+ closes.™ 

2003 

o 17 April - Sky launches three music channels - The Amp, Scuzz and Flaunt. The 
channels are operated on Sky's behalf by CSC Media Group channels. 

o June - The Sky Movies Premier Widescreen channel is closed and the majority of 
films on the remaining channels are now shown in widescreen.2! 

o 1 November - The Sky Movies Premier and Sky Movies Max channels are brought 
under one banner as Sky Movies 1 through 9 and Sky Movies Cinema 1 and 2 
become Sky Cinema 1 and 2.24 

2004 

o 24 May - Sky News launches Sky News Ireland - a 30-minute news bulletin for 
viewers in the Republic of Ireland. 

o July - At the Races relaunches as a stand-alone venture. Between 2000 and 2003 
the channel had been on air in conjunction with Channel 4. 

o August - Football First launches. The programme allows viewers to choose the 
game they want to watch. 

o 1 November - ITV buys out BSkyB's stake in Granada Sky Broadcasting. 

2005 

o 1 January - Sky News takes over the contract to provide Channel 5's news 
service from ITN. The first scheduled Sky produced news programme had been 
due to air on 3 January, but two shorter bulletins for 1 and 2 January were hastily 


added to provide updates following the Indian Ocean tsunami on Boxing Day 
2004.04 


o June - Sky takes full control of Artsworld, two years after it bought a 50% stake 
in the channel.22 

o 31 October - Sky One Mix is rebranded as Sky Two and Sky Three replaces Sky_ 
Travel on Freeview. 

o 1 November - Sky Three launches. 


2006 


o January - Sky launches its online television service Sky By Broadband, which is 
rebranded later in 2006 to Sky Anytime on PC. 

o 30]January - A tenth Sky Movies channel is launched and Sky Movies starts 
broadcasting two HD channels. Sky Movies 9 and the new Sky Movies 10 are PIN- 
protected, meaning that for the first time 15 rated films were able to be shown 
as early as 5 pm.24 

o Sky Sports becomes the exclusive broadcaster of all live cricket matches in the 
UK following the ECB awarding Sky exclusive coverage of all of England's home 
tests, one-day internationals and Twenty20 Internationals. 

o 22 May - Sky launches its high definition service when Sky One HD and Sky 
Sports 1 HD being broadcasting. 

o July - Sky Sports 2HD launches. 

o 3 November - The final edition of Sky News Ireland is broadcast. 2%2 

o December - Chart Show Channels takes full ownership of the three music 
channels that it had run on Sky's behalf. 

e 2007 

o 1 March - 

= The Sky basics channels stop broadcasting on Virgin Media when the two 
companies cannot agree a new carriage deal.) 
= Sky Arts launches, replacing Artsworld. 

o 27 March - Sky launches its on-demand service Sky Anytime. 

o 4 April - Sky Movies is revamped with each channel now covering a specific 
genre and are renamed. The new line-up is Sky Movies Premiere, Sky Movies 
Premiere +1, Sky Movies Comedy, Sky Movies Action & Thriller, Sky Movies 
Family, Sky Movies Drama, Sky Movies Classics, Sky Movies Sci-Fi & Horror, Sky 
Movies Modern Greats, Sky Movies Indie, Sky Movies HD1 and Sky Movies HD2.221 

o 6 May - PremPlus closes. 

o 7 November - Sky Travel is renamed as Sky Real Lives, Sky Travel +1 is 
renamed Sky Real Lives +1, Sky Travel Extra becomes Sky Real Lives 2, and Sky 
Travel Shop is renamed as Sky Travel. 

e 2008 

o 17 March - Sky Sports 3HD launches. 

o 20 March -A HD simulcast of Sky Movies Premiere is launched. 

o 16 May - Sky Anytime on PC is rebranded as Sky Player, along with updated 
software to include live simulcasts of Sky News and Sky Sports. 

o 18 August - Sky Arts +1 starts broadcasting. 

o 31 August - Sky One, Sky Two and Sky Three are renamed Sky 1, Sky 2 and Sky_ 
3 respectively. 

o October - High-definition simulcast channels of Sky Movies Action/Thriller, Sky 
Movies Sci-Fi/Horror, Sky Movies Drama, Sky Movies Modern Greats, Sky Movies 
Family and Sky Movies Comedy launch. 

o 13 November - The Sky Basics channels return to Virgin Media 25128 

e 2009 

o 26 October - Sky Movies Indie HD launches.22 

2010s[edit] 


2010 


o 6 January - Sky Sports Xtra is renamed Sky Sports 4. 

o 3 April - Sky 3D launches, initially as a commercial channel. Residential 
customers get access to the channel on 1 October, 221/291 

o 29 April - Sky Sports 4HD launches. 

o 6 May - Sky News HD launches. 

o June - Sky Sports Radio launches. 

o 4 June - British Sky Broadcasting and Virgin Media announce that they have 
reached an agreement for the acquisition by Sky of Virgin Media Television. 
821 The take-over is completed on 13 July.22 

o 24 June - Sky Travel closes.24 

o 5 July - Sky Living Loves launches.2= The channel shows comedy and drama 
programmes that has recently aired on Sky Living and broadcasts each day 
between 3 pm and 2 am. 

o 9 August - Sky Movies Classics HD launches.2@ 

o 19 August - Sky Real Lives closes. 

o 23 August - Sky Sports News stops broadcasting on Freeview!” and a HD version 
of the channel is launched.#8 On Freeview, Sky Sports News is replaced by Sky 3 
+1. 

o 20 October - Sky Arts 2 launches. 

2011 

o 1 February - 
= Sky Atlantic launches. 2401 
= Living is renamed Sky Living. 

o 28 February - Sky 3 is rebranded as Pick TV. 

o 6 July - Sky Anytime is merged with Sky Mobile and is rebranded as Sky Go. 
“u Key changes include the ability to watch live channels in line with your Sky TV 
subscription at no additional cost, limited to two simultaneous devices. 

o 5 September - Sky Living Loves begins broadcasting 24 hours a day. 

o October - The final edition of Sky Magazine is published.“ 

o 8 November- ITN confirms it has secured a five-year contract to resume 
production of 5 News from early 2012, meaning Sky News will cease to 
broadcast on the channel from the end of 2011.1431 

2012 

o 21 February - Sky Living Loves stops broadcasting. 

o 9 March - Sky Sports F1 launches. 

o 12 November Sky One launches a +1 channel although for licensing 
reasons, The Simpsons is not broadcast on the timeshift channel. 

2013 

o 28 March - Sky Movies Disney is launched, effectively replacing Disney 
Cinemagic.“ 

o 7 October - Pick TV is rebranded as Pick. 

2014 

o 12 August - 
= Sky Sports 5 launches, primarily to broadcast European football. s 
= Sky Sports News is rebranded Sky Sports News HQ. 

o September - Sky Sports News Radio closes. 

o 13 October - Following BSkyB's 2014 acquisition of Sky Italia and a majority 


90.04% interest in Sky Deutschland in November 2014, its holding company 
British Sky Broadcasting Group plc changes its name to Sky plc.“ The United 


Kingdom operations also changes the company name from British Sky 
Broadcasting Limited to Sky UK Limited, and still trades as Sky. 
e 2015 
o 9 June- 
= The two Sky Arts channels merge into a single service. 
= Sky 3D closes as a linear channel.“ 
= Sky Livingit is rebranded as Real Lives. 


e 2016 
o 9 February - Sky Q prepares to launch as from this date customers can order Sky 
Q boxes. 


o 15 June - Sky Movies is rebranded as Sky Cinema 5951 
13 August - Sky Sports broadcasts its first event in UHD. 

o 24 August - Sky Sports Mix launches. It is available to all Sky customers, and is 
designed to offer a sampling of content from the full range of Sky Sports 
networks to non-Sky Sports customers, 521531 

e 2017 

o 4 January - Sky Cinema Box Office closes. 

o 18 July - Sky Sports is revamped with the numbered channels being replaced by 
sports-specific channels. These include two channels dedicated to football, a 
cricket channel and a golf channel. Other sports are moved to two new channels 
- Action and Arena - and a showcase channel called Sky Sports Main Event is 
launched which features simulcasts of the top events being show on Sky Sports 
that day.&4 Also, Sky Sports News drops the HQ label. 

e 2018 

o 23 January - Fox's £11.7bn bid to take full control of Sky is provisionally blocked 
by the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) amid concerns of plurality.55 

o 14 February - BT and Sky have agreed a £4.4bn three-year deal to show live 
Premiership football matches from 2019 to 2022, but the amount falls short of 
the £5.1bn deal struck in 2015.5% 

o 27 February - US cable TV giant Comcast makes a £22.1bn bid for Sky, 
challenging the existing offer from 21st Century Fox.52 

o 6 August - Sky Living is rebranded as 'Sky Witness’, bringing an end to 
the Living brand after 25 years.& 

o 26 September - 21st Century Fox announces it will sell its 39% stake in Sky_ 

UK to Comcast, ending Rupert Murdoch's three decade association with the 
broadcaster. 
e 2019 
o 1 January - Sky Sports Racing launches, replacing At The Races. 
o 1 October - Sky Crime launches. It replaces Real Lives. 


(©) 


2020s[edit] 


e 2020 
o February - Sky Comedy will launch. 
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The News Corporation takeover bid for BSkyB was a proposed takeover of British 
Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB) by News Corporation, the media conglomerate of Rupert 
Murdoch. The bid was launched in June 2010, but was withdrawn in July 2011 following 
the News International phone hacking scandal. News Corporation already owned 39.1% 
of BSkyB, and held on to its stake following the collapse of the takeover bid. The 
takeover was an essential part of News Corporation's business strategy, not least as it 
would have made possible integration with other entities such as Sky 

Deutschland and Sky Italia. The Guardian went so far as to say that, "Without a full 
takeover of BSkyB, News Corp's global satellite strategy would look an unco-ordinated 
mess," 


The first key turning point in the planned takeover was the removal in December 2010 
of regulatory approval from Vince Cable, who had told undercover reporters from The 
Daily Telegraph he had "declared war" on Murdoch. When these comments were made 
public, the final say on the deal went instead to Jeremy Hunt. Cable's comments on this 
matter were not published by the Telegraph, but were instead leaked to BBC 

journalist Robert Peston, most likely (according to a later Telegraph investigation) by 
two former Telegraph employees who had moved to News International, a News 
Corporation subsidiary. Hunt was much more sympathetic to the takeover bid than 
Cable. 


The second turning point was the series of revelations in early July of the hacking of the 
phones of non-celebrity victims by the News of the World, a tabloid newspaper 
published by News International. Details of the activities, especially regarding the 
paper's hacking into the voicemail of murder victim Milly Dowler, sparked widespread 
outrage against News Corporation. Attempts to defuse the scandal by closing the News 
of the World and publishing an apology by Murdoch both failed. In the face of a planned 
motion in the House of Commons calling on News Corporation to abandon the bid, News 
Corporation acquiesced. 


Offer[edit] 


On 15 June 2010, BSkyB announced that it had rejected an offer from News 
Corporation to take full control of the company. News Corp had offered 700p per share 
for the remaining 60.9% of shares that it did not own. BSkyB said that it would only 
consider offers of at least 800p per share. 


Regulatory issues[edit] 


Although the two companies had not agreed on a revised takeover proposal, News 
Corporation announced its intention to seek regulatory approval from the European 
Commission in November. The Commission unconditionally approved the proposal the 
following month. 


The proposal was also reviewed by the British government. On 4 November 

2010 Business Secretary Vince Cable referred the takeover bid to Ofcom to consider 
issues of media plurality. In July 2011 it was reported that around this time News 
Corp's News International subsidiary had "bullied" the Liberal Democrats. The 
Observer said that "According to one account from a senior party figure, a cabinet 
minister was told that, if the government did not do as NI wanted, the Lib Dems would 
be ‘done over' by the Murdoch papers." 


In late December 2010, undercover reporters from The Daily Telegraph, posing as 
constituents, set up a meeting with Cable, in which he made some unguarded remarks 
about the coalition, including a description of the coalition's attempt at fast, widespread 
reforms (including the health service and local governments) as being a "kind of Maoist 
revolution". When his comments appeared in the press on 21 December, Cable stated, 
"Naturally I am embarrassed by these comments and | regret them", before reaffirming 
his commitment to the coalition government, stating that "I am proud of what it is 
achieving". In May 2011 the Press Complaints Commission upheld a complaint 
regarding the Telegraph's use of subterfuge: "On this occasion, the commission was not 
convinced that the public interest was such as to justify proportionately this level of 
subterfuge."™ 


In an undisclosed part of the Telegraph transcript, Cable stated in reference to Rupert 
Murdoch's News Corporation takeover bid for BSkyB, "I have declared war on Mr 
Murdoch and | think we are going to win." This was given to the BBC's Robert Peston by 
a whistleblower unhappy that the Telegraph had not published Cable's comments in full, 
and also published on 21 December.” Following this revelation Cable had his 
responsibility for media affairs - including ruling on Murdoch's takeover plans - 
withdrawn from his role as business secretary that same day.24 In July 2011 a firm of 
private investigators hired by the Telegraph to track the source of the leak concluded 
"strong suspicion" that two former Telegraph employees who had moved to News 
International, one of them Will Lewis, had gained access to the transcript and audio files 
and leaked them to Peston.!2! 


After the business secretary Vince Cable was stripped of his jurisdiction over the deal, 
the proposal was referred to Jeremy Hunt, the Secretary of State for culture, media and 
sport.23! Hunt initially elected not to refer to the deal to the Competition Commission, 
announcing on 3 March 2011 that he intended to accept a series of undertakings given 
by News Corporation, paving the way for the deal to be approved. The undertakings 
would have led to Sky News being severed from BSkyB.“ On 23 June it was reported 
that News Corp had reached an agreement with Ofcom to approve the takeover, on the 
basis of Sky News becoming a separate company.2=! 


By early July, despite public opposition to the deal, "Government says its ready to give 
clearance to deal. Jeremy Hunt gives opponents one final week to raise objections. 
However, he has provisionally agreed to proposals that will see Sky News be spun off as 
an independent company to allay fears the deal would give Mr Murdoch's News 
Corporation too much control of the media. After the consultation ends on July 8, Mr 
Hunt is expected to wave the merger through once and for all. He is keen to give final 
confirmation by July 19 when the summer parliamentary recess begins." Several days 
later, with the News of the World phone hacking scandal exploding, Ofcom intervened, 
saying that it has "a duty to be satisfied on an ongoing basis that the holder of a 
broadcasting licence is 'fit and proper'".= 


Bid withdrawn([edit] 


It was in the wake of the Milly Dowler phone hacking allegations that a significant 
number of people, including former deputy prime minister John Prescott and other 
politicians, began to seriously question whether the takeover of BSkyB by News 
Corporation ought to be blocked. The Media Standards Trust formed the pressure 
group Hacked Off, to campaign for a public inquiry. Soon after launch, the campaign 
gained the support of suspected hacking victim, the actor Hugh Grant, who became a 
public spokesperson, appearing on Question Time and Newsnight.” 


In July 2011, during the News International phone hacking scandal, BSkyB shares 
plummeted2#! and Hunt received well over 150,000 submissions from members of the 
public, driven by efforts by campaign groups Avaaz.org and 38 Degrees. Most 
submissions were opposed to News Corp taking full control of BSkyB. News Corp 
subsequently withdrew undertakings made as part of negotiations with the government, 
triggering an immediate referral of the proposal to the Competition Commission.22 


Numerous analysts and commentators suggested that as a result of the phone hacking 
scandal, it would be politically difficult or impossible for News Corp to proceed with its 
takeover plans.2%2221 |n addition to public pressure for the deal to be withdrawn or for 
the Government to halt the proposal, Britain's major political parties all expressed the 
view that the deal should not go ahead. The Liberal Democrats and 

the Conservatives both indicated that they would support an opposition day motion 
from Labour calling on News Corp to rescind its offer. 


On 13 July, shortly before the House of Commons was due to debate the motion, News 
Corporation announced that it would be withdrawing its proposal to take complete 
ownership of BSkyB.24| Chase Carey, the corporation's deputy chairman, stated that it 
was "too difficult to progress” with the proposed takeover given the phone hacking 
controversy.5 


In a symbolic gesture, the House later passed the opposition day motion unanimously 
by acclamation.291271 
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Type Internet service provider 


Industry Internet 


Founded 2006 


to reflect recent events or newly available 


© This article needs to be updated. Please update this article 
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Sky Broadband 


sky 


Headquarters London, UK 


Area served United Kingdom 
Products Internet service 
Parent Sky UK 
Website www.sky.com 


Sky Broadband is broadband service offered by Sky UK in the United Kingdom. With 
the introduction of Sky Fibre, Sky Broadband now refers to ADSL broadband products. 


History[edit] 


In October 2005, Sky UK agreed to purchase the ISP EasyNet for £211 million. At the 
time, EasyNet were one of two companies in the UK that had made major investments 
in local-loop unbundling (LLU), providing Sky with access to 232 unbundled telephone 
exchanges.” The purchased company was placed under a new Sky division, Sky 
Broadband. In October 2007, Sky reached the 1 million mark in terms of customer 
numbers, and claim to be adding one new customer every 40 seconds. By September 
2009, it had 2.3 million customers. By July 2012 Sky had reached 4 million customers, 
and unbundled exchanges covering over 70% of the United Kingdom." By January 2017, 
Sky said it had 6.1 million customers. 


Sky agreed on 1 March 2013 to buy the fixed telephone line and broadband business 

of Telefónica UK, trading under the 02 and BE brands. The company agreed to pay £180 
million initially, followed by a further £20 million after all customers have been 
transferred to Sky's existing Broadband and telephone business. and customers were 
transferred during 2014. 


Networking[edit] 


Sky Broadband provides Sky customers with download speeds of up to 20Mbit/s 
(ADSL2+ from Sky enabled exchanges, by means of LLU) and up to 76Mbit/s from 
exchanges enabled for ETTC!! via an Openreach landline. 


In July 2006, Sky also introduced a free broadband and calls package for its digital TV 
subscribers within the Sky Broadband network area. This means anyone on Sky can get 
free broadband (subject to a 2GB/month usage limit) and free evening & weekend 
telephone calls, as long as the line is in a Sky Broadband network area.™ 


For customers whose exchange has not been enabled for the above services, the 
Connect service is available using the BT Wholesale ADSL Max network. 


Sky launched Sky Broadband in the Republic of Ireland in February 2013.1% 


Speeds[edit] 


As with all DSL connections, the further the distance from the DSLAM (usually located at 
the telephone exchange) the customer site is, the slower the line speed will be. Sky 
uses DLM (dynamic line management) over the first ten days of a new connection to set 
the line at an acceptable downstream and upstream speed in order for the connection 
to remain stable. Lines are initially connected at 4Mbit/s and gradually increased over 
the ten-day "training period" until the line shows signs of instability, this allows Sky to 
know what speeds the line can handle whilst remaining stable. 


In April 2012, Sky Fibre was launched almost two and a half years after British Telecom 
launched BT Infinity in January 2010.24 


In April 2014 it was announced they are to roll out 1 gigabit fibre-to-the- 
premises connections in the city of York in partnership with rival TalkTalk.: 


Sky Wireless Hub[edit] 


The Sky Wireless Hub is a wireless router distributed to all Sky Broadband customers 
when they order their Sky Broadband packages. 


During 2006, Netgear were the only manufacturer of Sky Broadband routers, which 
were made in white. From 2008, Netgear and Sagem were the manufacturers of the Sky 
Broadband routers, made in black and shaped to match the Sky+ HD box. Both routers 
are also distributed in smaller boxes (The boxes are now the size of the routers) as part 
of Sky UK’s low carbon scheme in turn reducing postage costs. The Sagem router unlike 
the Netgear router has added restrictions to features such as the built in 

inbound firewall settings and outbound/inbound VPN connections. However 

a firmware upgrade is available upon request, for users wishing to connect to an 
outbound VPN connection using Sky Broadband, while maintaining restrictions on the 
inbound firewall and inbound VPN connection. 


Towards the end of 2010, D-Link started producing routers for Sky. The D-Link router is 
the DSL-2640S. 


On Demand([edit] 


Sky have created On Demand, which will combine Sky Broadband and Sky+ HD to offer 
a true on-demand service using the Ethernet socket of the Sky+ HD box and the Sky 
Broadband router. Sky Customers will be able to connect their Sky router to their Sky+ 
HD box via an Ethernet cable or Wi-Fi adapter, and stream content directly to 

their television. Unlike other VOD services, On Demand video will count towards a users 
data usage. 


Controversy[edit] 


On 21 September 2010, the website of ACS:Law was subjected to a DDoS attack as part 
of Operation Payback. After the site came back online a 350MB file was uploaded 
containing spreadsheets listing more than 8,000 Sky broadband customers accused of 
making unauthorized downloads of adult films. This raised issues concerning Sky not 
following Data Protection Act guidelines.“4 


Broadband Shield[edit] 


In March 2014 Samuel L. Jackson and the other stars of Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier appeared in advertisements for the 'Sky Broadband Shield' web 
blocking product.: 
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Sky Ireland Ltd 


Type Subsidiary 


Industry Mass media 
Founded 1998; 21 years ago 
Headquarters Dublin, Ireland 
Area served Ireland 
Key people JD Buckley (CEO) 
Services Pay TV 

Broadband 

Phone 
Parent Sky 
Subsidiaries Now TV 
Website www.sky.com/ireland 


Sky Ireland Limited is a subsidiary of Comcast-owned Sky and supplies television, 
internet and telephony services in Ireland. 


Its corporate headquarters are in Dublin which were opened by Taoiseach Enda 
Kenny on 18 January 2013.” Sky's broadband services have no cap and are unlimited.!! 


Sky Ireland employs around 900 staff in Dublin. 


History[edit] 


e In 1998 Sky Digital launched its digital television services within Ireland. 

e Sky Ireland provides opt-out feeds of key Sky television channels which includes Sky 
One, Sky Sports, Sky News and Sky Atlantic. 

e Sky Media Ireland is the media sales arm of Sky Ireland. They sell advertising 
opportunities across all of Sky's wholly owned channels including Sky One, Sky 
Living, Sky Atlantic, Sky News and Sky Sports. In addition, they sell on behalf of 
media partners including Viacom International Media Networks 
Europe and Discovery Networks Northern Europe. 

e Sky operated an Irish version of Sky News called Sky News Ireland from 2004 to 
2006. 


e As of January 2013: The company has 500 workers that work from its contact centre 
with a possible increase of 1,000 by year end. BSkyB chief executive Jermey Darroch 
announced on 18 January 2013 that Sky Ireland will invest a further €1 billion over 
the next five years in Ireland. 

e As of September 2013: Sky Ireland now employ 800 people at its Dublin base. Sky 
Ireland have confirmed they expect to invest €1.25 billion with expansion into the 
Irish market with Irish specific productions and further expansion of its existing Irish 
telecommunications company. 

e In October 2013 Sky Ireland Launched the On Demand service to its Irish customers. 

e December 2013 Sky launched Ireland's biggest Catch-up TV Service. 

e In 2017 Now TV was launched in the Republic of Ireland. 


Broadcasting[edit] 


Sky Minidish 


Transmission[edit] 


When Sky Digital was launched in 1998 the new service used the Astra 2A satellite 
which was located at the 28.5°E orbital position, unlike the analogue service which was 
broadcast from 19.2°E. This was subsequently followed by more Astra satellites as well 
as Eutelsat's Eurobird 1 (now Eutelsat 28A) at 28.5°E), enabled the company to launch a 
new all-digital service, Sky, with the potential to carry hundreds of television and radio 
channels. The old position was shared with broadcasters from several European 
countries, while the new position at 28.5°E came to be used almost exclusively for 
channels that broadcast to the United Kingdom and Ireland. 


New Astra satellites joined the position in 2000 and 2001, and the number of channels 
available to customers increased accordingly. This trend continued with the launch of 
Eurobird 1 (now Eutelsat 28A) in 2001. Additionally, some channels occasionally 
received new numbering — However, in early 2006, the majority of channels received 
new numbering, with some receiving single digit changes, whilst others received new 
numbers entirely. 


Sky is currently transmitted from the Astra satellites located at 28.2° east (2A/2C/2E/2F) 
and Eutelsat's Eutelsat 28A satellite at 28.5°E. 


Standard definition broadcasts[edit] 


Sky's standard definition broadcasts are in DVB-compliant MPEG-2, with the Sky 
Movies and Sky Box Office channels including optional Dolby Digital soundtracks for 
recent films, although these are only accessible with a Sky+ box. Sky+ HD material is 
broadcast using MPEG-4 and most of the HD material uses the DVB-S2 standard. 
Interactive services and 7-day EPG use the proprietary OpenTV system, with set-top 
boxes including modems for a return path. Sky News, amongst other channels, provides 
a pseudo-video on demand interactive service by broadcasting looping video streams. 


Digital satellite receivers[edit] 


Sky utilises the VideoGuard pay-TV scrambling system owned by NDS, a Cisco 
Systems company. There are tight controls over use of VideoGuard decoders; they are 
not available as stand-alone DVB CAMs (conditional-access modules). Sky has design 
authority over all digital satellite receivers capable of receiving their service. The 
receivers, though designed and built by different manufacturers, must conform to the 
same user interface look-and-feel as all the others. This extends to the Personal video 
recorder (PVR) offering (branded Sky+). 


Electronic programme guide[edit] 
Technology[edit] 


Sky maintains an electronic programme guide (EPG) which provides information about 

upcoming programmes and a list of channels. Channels available on Sky are assigned a 
three digit logical channel number which can be entered on a remote control to access 
the channel and determines in what order channels are listed. 


The EPG in Ireland gives priority to Irish channels. All channels are grouped into 
categories depending on their content. What section of the EPG a channel gets 
allocated is determined by rules set up by Sky Ireland. 


Sky Ireland has no veto over the presence of channels on their EPG. Any channel which 
can get carriage on a suitable beam of a satellite at 28° East is entitled to access to 
Sky's EPG for a fee. Third-party channels which opt for encryption receive discounts 
ranging from reduced price to free EPG entries, free carriage on a Sky leased 
transponder, or actual payment for being carried. However, even in this case, Sky does 
not carry any control over the channel's content or carriage issues such as picture 
quality. 


In October 2007, Sky's parent company Sky plc (then BSkyB) announced that they 
would not accept new applications to launch channel on their EPG, citing "very 
significant memory constraints" on many of its older digiboxes.!8! 


In June 2012, Sky Ireland launched a new EPG for Sky+ HD boxes. The update boasts a 
new modernised look and improved functionality. 


Sky Ireland EPG[edit] 


The Sky EPG lists all channels carried on the Sky platform. Many channels are free, 
others are available only with a subscription. 


Sky Ireland Channels[edit] 


Channels on this list are owned by Sky and broadcast adverstising specifically for the 
Irish market. 


e Sky One 
e Sky Two 


e Sky Atlantic 
e Sky Witness 


e Sky News 
e Pick 


e Challenge TV 
e Sky Sports Racing (part owned by Sky) 
e Sky Sports 


Some other channels available on the Sky platform also carry Irish advertising, such as 
the channels provided by Channel 4. 


Restrictions[edit] 


Sky subscribers in Ireland have a different choice of channels compared subscribers in 
the UK, Germany, Austria and Italy. The standard Irish channels RTE One, RTE One 
+1, RTE2, RTE2 +1, RTEjr, RTE News Now, Virgin Media One, TG4, Virgin Media 

Two and Virgin Media Three are available to all Irish subscribers. These channels 

are encrypted, but are included with the Sky Original and Sky Variety packages. These 
channels are also available on Saorview and Saorsat.!! 


The BBC provide a number of their channels on the Irish version of Sky's EPG. BBC One 
Northern Ireland, BBC Two Northern Ireland, BBC Four, CBBC and Cbeebies along with 
their HD variants are available on the EPG. Other BBC channels including BBC News, 
BBC Parliament and the BBC regions can be tuned in manually to all Sky boxes. 


Channel 4 provide all of their channels except 4Seven on Sky Ireland's EPG. 


Welsh-language station S4C was carried by Sky Ireland for many years where its rugby 
union broadcasts were popular despite the language barrier; it was removed from 
the EPG in August 2018 due to rights issues.2% 


ITV and the Channel 5 family of channels have to be added manually to Sky boxes in 
Ireland.24 


Sky Ireland Broadband[edit] 


In February 2013 BSkyB launched its broadband and telephone product in Ireland, and 
have made significant headway into the Irish market as one of the few providers 
offering 'triple play' (phone, broadband and digital TV) to the public. As Sky's broadband 
and phone services use the existing telephone network (LLU and non-LLU) and is widely 
available as a result. Sky Ireland has offered fibre broadband, using the network of 
former incumbent, eir, with speeds of up to 100 Mbit/s since 26 December 2014. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky Limited 
e Sky (United Kingdom) 


Sky Deutschland 
Sky Italia 

Sky Espana 
Saorview 

RTÉ One 

RTE2 

RTE News Now 
Sky News Ireland 
TG4 

eir Sport 1 

eir Sport 2 

BBC One 

BBC Two 

List of television stations in Ireland 
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Amstrad Limited 


Amstrad 


Type Subsidiary!! 

Industry Electronics 

Fate Acquired by Sky (2007) 
Founded 1968 

Founder Lord Sugar 

Defunct 1997 # 


Headquarters Brentwood, Essex, United Kingdom 

Area served UK and Ireland 

Products Amstrad CPC 464, Amstrad CPC 
6128, Amstrad GX4000, Amstrad 


CPC 664, Amstrad PCW # 


A £91.65 million (2006) 


Revenue 

Operating A £26.94 million GBP (2006) 
income 

Net income A £15.08 million GBP (2006) 
Owner Comcast # 

Number of 85 (2005) 


employees 


Parent Sky # 


Website amstrad.com 


Amstrad was a British electronics company. As of 2006, Amstrad's main business is 
manufacturing Sky UK interactive boxes. From 2010 Sky integrated Amstrad's Satellite 
division as part of Sky so they could make their own Set Top Boxes in-house. 


Amstrad was founded in 1968 by Alan Sugar at the age of 21. He had started the 
businesses when he was only 16. The name is a contraction 

of Alan Michael Sugar Trading. It was first listed on the London Stock Exchange in 
1980. During the late 1980s, Amstrad had a substantial share of the PC market in the 
UK. Amstrad was once a FTSE 100 Index constituent but since 2007 is wholly owned by 
Sky UK. 


The company had offices in Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex. 


History[edit] 


Amstrad 7070 tape deck 


1960s and 1970s[edit] 


Amstrad (also known as AMSTrad, for AMS, Alan Michael Sugar, and Trad for Trading) 
was founded in 1966 by Alan Sugar at the age of 19, the name of the original company 
being AMS Trading (Amstrad) Limited, derived from its founder's initials (Alan Michael 
Sugar). Amstrad entered the market in the field of consumer electronics. During the 
1970s they were at the forefront of low-priced hi-fi, TV and car 

stereo cassette technologies. Lower prices were achieved by injection moulding plastic 
hi-fi turntable covers, undercutting competitors who used the vacuum forming process. 


Amstrad expanded to the marketing of low cost, amplifiers and tuners, imported from 
the Far East and badged with the Amstrad name for the UK market. Their first electrical 
product was the Amstrad 8000 amplifier. 


1980s[edit] 


The Amstrad CPC 464 personal microcomputer 


In 1980, Amstrad went public trading on the London Stock Exchange, and doubled in 
size each year during the early '80s. Amstrad began marketing its own home 
computers in an attempt to capture the market from Commodore and Sinclair, with 
the Amstrad CPC range in 1984. The CPC 464 was launched in the UK, Ireland, France, 
Australia, New Zealand, Germany, Spain and Italy. It was followed by the CPC 664 and 
CPC 6128 models. Later "Plus" variants of the 464 and 6128, launched in 1990, 
increased their functionality slightly. 


sm mai 


Amstrad PCW8512 word processor 


In 1985, the popular Amstrad PCW range was introduced, which were principally word 
processors, complete with printer, running the LocoScript word processing program. 
They were also capable of running the CP/M operating system. The Amsoft division of 
Amstrad was set up to provide in-house software and consumables. 


On 7 April 1986 Amstrad announced it had bought from Sinclair Research “..the 
worldwide rights to sell and manufacture all existing and future Sinclair computers and 
computer products, together with the Sinclair brand name and those intellectual 
property rights where they relate to computers and computer related products."2 which 
included the ZX Spectrum, for £5 million. This included Sinclair's unsold stock of Sinclair 
QLs and Spectrums. Amstrad made more than £5 million on selling these surplus 
machines alone. Amstrad launched two new variants of the Spectrum: the ZX Spectrum 
+2, based on the ZX Spectrum 128, with a built-in tape drive (like the CPC 464) and, the 
following year, the ZX Spectrum +3, with a built-in floppy disk drive (similar to the CPC 
664 and 6128), taking the 3" disks that many Amstrad machines used. 


The ZX Spectrum +2. This was the first new Spectrum model released by Amstrad after their 
purchase of the range. 


In 1986 Amstrad entered the IBM PC-compatible arena with the PC1512 system. In 
standard Amstrad livery and priced at £399 it was a success, capturing more than 25% 
of the European computer market. ictetien needed |t was MS-DOS-based, but with the GEM 
graphics interface, and later Windows. In 1988 Amstrad attempted to make the first 
affordable portable personal computer with the PPC512 and 640 models, introduced a 
year before the Macintosh Portable. They ran MS-DOS on an 8 MHz processor, and the 
built-in screen could emulate the Monochrome Display Adapter or Color Graphics 
Adapter. Amstrad's final (and ill-fated) attempts to exploit the Sinclair brand were based 
on the company's own PCs; a compact desktop PC derived from the PPC 512, branded 
as the Sinclair PC200, and the PC1512 rebadged as the Sinclair PC500. 


Amstrad PPC 512 portable PC 


Amstrad's second generation of PCs, the PC2000 series, were launched in 1989. 
However, due to a problem with the Seagate ST277R hard disk shipped with the PC2386 
model, these had to be recalled and fitted with Western Digital controllers. Amstrad 
later successfully sued Seagate, but following bad press over the hard disk problems, 
Amstrad lost its lead in the European PC market. 


1990s[edit] 


In the early 1990s, Amstrad began to focus on portable computers rather than desktop 
computers. In 1990, Amstrad tried to enter the video game console market with 

the Amstrad GX4000, similar to what Commodore did at the same time with the C64 GS. 
The console, based on the Amstrad 464 Plus hardware, was a commercial failure, 
because it used outdated technology, and most games available for it were straight 
ports of CPC games that could be purchased for much less in their original format. 


In 1993, Amstrad was licensed by Sega to produce a system which was similar to 

the Sega TeraDrive, going by the name of the Amstrad Mega PC, to try to regain their 
image in the gaming market. The system didn't succeed as well as expected, mostly 

due to its high initial retail price of £999. In that same year, Amstrad released 

the PenPad, a PDA similar to the Apple Newton, and released only weeks before it. It 

was a commercial failure, and had several technical and usability problems. It lacked 

most features that the Apple Newton included, but had a lower price at $450. 


As Amstrad began to concentrate less on computers and more in communication, they 
purchased several telecommunications businesses including Betacom, Dancall 
Telecom, Viglen Computers and Dataflex Design Communications during the early 
1990s. Amstrad has been a major supplier of set top boxes to UK satellite TV 

provider Sky since its launch in 1989. Amstrad was key to the introduction of Sky, as the 
company was responsible for finding methods to produce the requisite equipment at an 
attractive price for the consumer - Alan Sugar famously approached "someone who 
bashes out dustbin lids", to manufacture satellite dishes cheaply. Ultimately, it was the 
only manufacturer producing receiver boxes and dishes at the system's launch, and has 
continued to manufacture set top boxes for Sky, from analogue to digital and now 
including Sky's Sky+ digital video recorder. 


In 1997, Amstrad PLC was wound up, its shares being split into Viglen and Betacom 
instead. Betacom PLC was then renamed Amstrad PLC. 


The same year, Amstrad supplied set top boxes to Australian broadcaster Foxtel, and in 
2004 to Italian broadcaster Sky Italia. 


After 2000[edit] 


In 2000, Amstrad released the first of its combined telephony and e-mail devices, called 
the E-m@iler. This was followed by the E-m@iler Plus in 2002, and the E3 Videophone in 
2004. Amstrad's UK E-m@iler business is operated through a separate company, 
Amserve Ltd which is 89.8% owned by Amstrad and 10.2% owned by DSG International 
plc (formerly Dixons plc). 


Amstrad has also produced a variety of home entertainment products over their history, 
including hi-fi, televisions, VCRs, and DVD players. 


BSkyB takeover| edit] 


In July 2007, BSkyB announced a takeover of Amstrad for £125m,“ a 23.7% premium on 
its market capitalisation. BSkyB had been a major client of Amstrad, accounting for 75% 
of sales for its 'set top box' business. Having supplied BSkyB with hardware since its 
inception in 1988, market analysts had noted the two companies becoming increasingly 
close. 


Sugar commented that he wished to play a part in the business, saying: "I turn 60 this 
year and | have had 40 years of hustling in the business, but now | have to start thinking 
about my team of loyal staff, many of whom have been with me for many years." 


2008/ edit] 


It was announced on 2 July 2008 that Sugar had stepped down as Chairman of Amstrad, 
which had been planned since BSkyB took over in 2007. Amstrad was taken off the 
Stock Exchange on the 9th October 2008.4 mm 


Recently, Amstrad has ceased operations as a trading company, and exist in name only. 
4! Under Sky, Amstrad currently only produce satellite receivers for Sky, as doing so 
allows them to reduce costs by cutting out the middleman.® Amstrad's former offices 
are now a Premier Inn Hotel.22 


Sky bought Amstrad so they could have their own hardware development division to 
develop new Satellite boxes (Sky Q) made in-house. tetatienneecedì 


Computer product lines[edit] 
Home computers[edit] 


CPC464 (64 KB RAM, cassette drive) 

CPC472 (same as CPC464 but with 72 KB instead of 64 KB) 

CPC664 (3 inch internal disk variant of CPC464) 

CPC6128 (128 KB version of the CPC664 with 3 inch disk) 

464 Plus (CPC464 with enhanced graphics and sound) 

6128 Plus (CPC6128 with enhanced graphics and sound) 

GX4000 (games console based on 464 Plus) 

Sinclair ZX Spectrum +2 (Re-engineered ZX Spectrum 128 with tape drive) 
Sinclair ZX Spectrum +3 (as ZX Spectrum +2 but with 3 inch disk drive instead of 
tape drive) 


Word processors[edit] 


PCW8256 (Z80, 3.5 MHz, 256 KB RAM, single 180 KB 3" floppy drive, dot-matrix 
printer, green screen) 

PCW8512 (same as PCW8256 but with 512 KB RAM, 180 KB 3" A: drive, 720 KB 3" 
B: drive) 

PCW9512 (Z80, 3.5 MHz, 512 KB RAM, single or dual 720 KB 3" floppy drives, 
daisywheel printer, "paper white" screen) 

PcW9256 (Z80, 3.5 MHz, 256 KB RAM, single 720 KB 3.5" floppy drive, dot-matrix 
printer, "paper white" screen) 

PcW9512+ (same as PCW9512 but with single 3.5" 720 KB floppy drive) 

PcW10 (same as PcW9256 but with 512 KB RAM and a built-in parallel port) 
PcW16 (Z80, 16 MHz, single 1.44 MB 3.5" floppy drive, new machine not directly 
compatible with old PCWs) 


Notepad computers[edit] 


NC100 (Z80, 64 KB RAM, 80x8 character LCD) 

NC150 (NC100 with 128 KB RAM, floppy disk interface and NC200 firmware — sold 
in France and Italy) 

NC200 (Z80, 128 KB RAM, adjustable 80x16 character LCD, 3.5 in floppy disk drive) 


PC compatibles[edit] 


PC1512 (Intel 8086, 8 MHz, 512 KB RAM, CGA graphics) - Marketed in the United 
States as the PC5120 

PC1640 (Intel 8086, 8 MHz, 640 KB RAM, MDA/Hercules/CGA/EGA colour graphics) - 
Marketed in the United States as the PC6400 

PPC512 (Portable using NEC V30 processor, 512 KB RAM, non- 

backlit supertwist CGA, one or two 720 KB 3.5" floppy drives) - released around the 
same time as the PC1512. 

PPC640 (Portable using NEC V30 processor, 640 KB RAM, non-backlit supertwist 
CGA, one or two 720 KB 3.5" floppy drives, internal modem) - released around the 
same time as the PC1640. 

Sinclair PC200 (integral desktop PC for home computer market based on PPC512) 


PC-20 the Australian version of the Sinclair PC200 

Sinclair PC500 (rebadged PC1512) 

PC1286 

PC1386 (Intel 80386SX CPU, 20 MHz, 1 MB RAM) 

e PC2086 (Intel 8086 CPU, 8 MHz, 640 KB RAM, VGA graphics) launched 1989 

e PC2286 (Intel 80286 CPU, 12.5 MHz, 1 MB RAM, VGA graphics) launched 1989 
( 
( 


e PC2386 (Intel 80386DX CPU, 20 MHz, 4 MB RAM, VGA graphics) launched 1989. 
e PC3086 ( 8 MHz 8086 CPU, 640 KB RAM) 

PC3286 (16 MHz 80286 CPU, 1 MB RAM) 

PC3386SX (20 MHz 80286SX CPU, 1 MB RAM) 

PC4386SX (20 MHz 80386SX CPU, 4 MB RAM) 

PC5086 (8 MHz 8086 CPU, 640 KB RAM) 

PC5286 (16 MHz 80286 CPU, 1 MB RAM) 

PC5386SX (20 MHz 80386SX CPU, 2 MB RAM, VGA graphics) launched 1991 
PC6486SX 

PC7000 series: PC7286, PC7386SX, PC7486SLC 

PC8486 

PC9486 (25 or 33 MHz 80486SX, or 50 MHz 80486DX2) 

PC9486i (66 MHz 80486DX2 CPU, 4 MB RAM) 

PC9555i (120 MHz Pentium) 

Amstrad Mega PC (Intel 80386SX CPU, 25 MHz, Integrated Mega Drive) 
ALT286 (laptop; 16 MHz 80286 CPU, 1 MB RAM) 

ALT386SX (laptop; 16 MHz 80386SX CPU, 1 MB RAM) 

ACL386SX (laptop; 20 MHz 80386SX CPU, 1 MB RAM, colour TFT LCD) 
ANB386SX (notebook; 80386SX CPU, 1 MB RAM) 


PC accessories[edit] 


e Amstrad DMP1000 9-pin dot matrix printer 

e Amstrad DMP3000, DMP3160, DMP3250di 9-pin dot matrix printer (different 
printing speed), the special model 3250d/ (dual interface) having both serial and 
parallel ports 

e Amstrad SM2400 2400 baud internal modem (came with Mirror software) 


PDA[edit] 


* PDA 600 Pen Pad (1993, Z8S180 CPU) 
Set-top box[edit] 


e Amstrad/Fidelity Satellite 
Systems SRX100 (1989), SRX200 (1989), SRD400 (1990) 

e Amstrad Sky 
box DRX100 (2001), DRX200 (2001), DRX300 (2003), DRX400 (2004), DRX500 ( 
2004), DRX550, (2006) 

e Amstrad Sky+ box DRX280 (2003) 

e Amstrad Sky+HD box DRX780 (2007), DRX895 (2009) 

e Amstrad Sky HD Multiroom Receiver DRX595 (2011) 


See also[edit] 


e Amsoft 

e PC-1512 

e Amstrad Action 
e Amstrad NC150 
e Amstrad NC200 
e Amstrad NC100 
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Further reading[edit] _ 
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e Thomas, David. Alan Sugar: The Amstrad Story (1991), paperback ISBN 0-330- 
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e Official website 
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NOW TV 
NOW" 
Type Division 
Country United Kingdom, Ireland, Italy 
Availability Internet 
Founded 17 July 2012; 7 years ago 
Parent Sky Limited: 


e Sky UK Limited 
e Sky Ireland Limited 


e Sky Italia S.r.l. 


Official website United Kingdom: www.nowtv.com 


Ireland: www.nowtv.com/ie 


Italy: www.nowtv.it 


Now TV (stylised as NOW TV) is a division of pan-European telecommunications 
company Sky Limited with operations in the United Kingdom, Ireland, and Italy. It offers 
a subscription-based internet television and video-on-demand service. In the United 
Kingdom, Now TV also provides contract-free broadband internet, and landline 
telephone services. The majority of services available by Now TV are designed to cater 
for consumers who do not want to be tied to a contract.“ An almost identical service 
known as Sky Ticket (formerly known as Sky Online) operates 

in Germany and Austria. 


Now TV was first announced in the UK in February 2012 as an internet television 
service, and launched on 17 July 2012 originally offering a Sky Cinema subscription; 
from March 2013 offering a Sky Sports television channels subscription; from October 
2013 offering an entertainment television channels subscription; from June 2016 
offering a children's television channels subscription.“ On 24 June 2016 the Now TV 
internet television service was launched in Italy. On 29 June 2016, Now Broadband was 
launched in the UK.{ On 26 April 2017 the Now TV internet television service was 
launched in Ireland. From July 2018 Now TV started offering a Hayu video on 

demand subscription. Now Broadband is not currently available in the Republic of 
Ireland or Italy with no future plans announced. 


Accessing Now TV television content[edit] 


Television content is available on a number of different platforms providing access via 
big screen and small screen mobile devices.™ In the UK, Republic of Ireland and Italy six 
devices can be registered onto one Now TV account. In the UK and Republic of Ireland 
two devices can stream Now TV content at the same time as standard; in Italy this is 
possible by subscribing to the "Option +" subscription.!! The service currently offers 
streaming of up to 720p resolution depending on the playback device and uses adaptive 
bitrate streaming to minimise disruption.22 In January 2018 Now TV in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland announced that by the end of 2018 consumers will be able to stream 
Now TV television content in 1080p resolution on all playback devices supporting that 
resolution. 720p live streaming and 1080p video on demand content is offered on Now 
TV in Italy as an optional extra subscription. In January 2018 Now TV in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland announced that consumers will be able to download on demand 
content on their mobile devices for offline access to content while on the go and/or for 
smoother playback for those with slower internet connections: this feature will start 
being rolled out during spring 2018.22 


Devices that can be used to watch Now TV television content22422) 


Laptops Tablets and Video 
and Smartphone Game Set-top Boxes 
Computers s Consoles 


Smart TVs and 
Other Devices 


Xbox 360 Now TV Smart Stick 


Mavericks or 


later (Now TV later 
Player app) 
Apple Mac 
OSX 10.7 Google 
Lion or Android 4.4 or 
later (Web later 
Browser) 
Microsoft RAGA 
Windows 7 or iPhone 4S or 
later (Now TV ister 
Player app) 
Microsoft 
Windows 7 or | Apple iPad 2 
later (Web or later 
Browser) 
Apple iPod 
Touch 4th 
generation or 
later 
Microsoft 
Windows 
8 (Windows 
Phone 8 not 
supported) 
Microsoft 
Windows 
10 (Windows 10 
Mobile not 
supported) 


Xbox One 


Sony 
PlayStatio 
n3 


Sony 
PlayStatio 
n4 


Hayu pass) 


Now TV "Black" 
Box 


Now TV Smart 
Box (1st 
Generation) 


Now TV Smart 
Box (2nd 
Generation) 


Roku streaming 
boxes 


Apple TV 3rd 
generation or 
later 


EE TV (No access 
to Hayu pass) 


Youview (Gen2 
and newer YouView 
boxes. Only video 


Roku Streaming Sticks 


Various LG Blu-ray 
players and soundbar 
S 


Various Samsung Sma 
rt TV models 


Various LG Smart 
TV models 


Google Chromecast 


Google Chromecast 
Ultra 


Now TV proprietary devices[edit] 


Four propriety Now TV boxes and one proprietary streaming stick have been launched. 
The Now TV "White" Box is no longer officially available as it is succeeded by the Now 
TV "Black" Box. All of the Now TV boxes and the Now TV Streaming Stick provide access 
to live television channel streams and video on demand content courtesy of the 
available Entertainment, Sky Cinema, Sky Sports, and Kids Passes. There is limited 
access to the Roku Channel Store in which an approved list of application software can 
be downloaded such as BBC iPlayer, ITV Hub, All 4, My5, Sky Sports Box Office and 

the Sky Store. Users were able to side-load apps via developer mode, but this was 
disabled by Sky in March 2017.28 


In July 2013 Now TV launched the Now TV "white" box (based on the 2011 Roku LT) 
allowing consumers when connected to Wi-Fi to stream Now TV content to their 
television via an analogue audio/video output or an HDMI connection capable of 
outputting up to 720p video resolution.24 


In August 2015 Now TV launched the Now TV "black" Box (based on the 2015 Roku 2). It 
offers the same user interface as the original Now TV "white" box, but with updated 
technical specifications such as a higher performance CPU, an Ethernet port (in addition 
to Wi-Fi), a USB port (not currently functional), a microSD card slot (not currently 
functional), the capability of outputting up to 1080p video resolution via an HDMI 
connection. It does not have an analogue audio/video output connection like its 
"white" box predecessor. The Now TV "black" Box is currently the only Now TV device 
available in the Republic of Ireland and Italy. 


In July 2016 Now TV launched the first generation Now TV Smart Box (based on the 
2015 Roku 4) providing the same access as previous boxes, but with updated technical 
specifications, such as a higher performance CPU and an internal DVB-T/DVB-T2 digital 
terrestrial television tuner giving the ability to access Freeview and Freeview 

HD television channels that can be paused and rewound up to 30 minutes. Red Button 
and interactive services are accessible by pressing the asterisk (*) button on the Now 
TV remote control.22 


In February 2018 Now TV launched the Now TV Smart Stick (based on the 2017 Roku 
Streaming Stick). It is quick and easy to plug it into any display with an HDMI port and 


offers plug and play portability. The Now TV "Smart Stick" is the first Now TV device to 
include a Wi-Fi Direct remote control with voice search allowing users to search movies 
and shows by name, or by favourite actors or directors, by talking into the "Smart Stick" 
remote. Apps can also be launched via voice search by users saying the name of the 
app they wish to launch. The Now TV "Smart Stick" has a feature called "Hotel connect" 
which allows users to connect to Wi-Fi networks that require signing in to the Wi-Fi 
network through a web browser. 


In September 2018 Now TV launched the second generation Now TV Smart Box (Based 
around the 2016 Roku Premiere+). The second generation Smart box is much smaller in 
size compared to its original predecessor mainly due to the removal of the internal DVB- 
T/DVB-T2 digital terrestrial television tuner that gave it the ability to access Freeview 
and Freeview HD television channels. The new Smart box features the same Wi-Fi 
Direct remote control with voice search that is included with the Now TV Smart Stick. 
The new Smart Box is capable of outputting at up to 2160p (4K) at 60fps.24 


Rele 
ase 
Date 


Curr 
ent 
Avail 
abili 
ty 


UK 
Mod 
el 
Num 


Now TV 
"White" Box 


July 2013 


Officially 
discontinued 
but still 
supported 
(with some 
limits) in the 
UK. 


2400SK 


Now TV 


"Black" Box 


August 2015 


Officially 
discontinued 
but still 
supported in 
the UK. 
Officially 
discontinued 
but still 
supported in 
Republic of 
Ireland. 
Officially 
discontinued 
but still 
supported in 
Italy. 


4200SK 
4201UK 


Now TV 
Smart 
Box (1st 
Generati 
on) 


July 
2016 


Officially 
discontin 
ued but 
still 
supporte 
d in the 
UK. 


4500SK 


Now TV Smart 


Sticke 


February 2018 


Officially 
available 
and 
supported in 
the UK. 
Officially 
available 
and 
supported in 
the Republic 
of Ireland. 
Officially 
available 
and 
supported in 
Italy. 


3801 


Now TV 
Smart 
Box (2nd 
Generation)! 


September 
2018 


Officially 
available and 
supported in 

the UK. 


4631UK 


Not applicable 4201IE Not applicable 


applicable 


300338 Not 


Not applicable applicable 


Not applicable 


Aliens and UFOs, All 4, Arabia, AwesomenessTV, BBC iPlayer, BBC News, BBC 
Sports, Blinkx UK, Box Plus, CNET, Crunchyroll, Demand 5, Divine TV, Eulive 
Media, EWTN Europe, Flickr, Fox News Channel, Free Speech 
TV, Gemporia, GoPro, Hellenic CYTA, HappyKids.tv 2, IGN, Indian Recipes, ITV 
Hub, Metatube, MLB.TV, Musiclouds, NHL Game Centre, Netflix, Now 
TV, Picasa, PlayTo, Pluto TV, Redbull TV, Sky News, Sky Sports Box Office, Sky 
Sports News HQ, Sky Store, STV, Tastemade, TED Talks, Tuneln, TWiT, UKTV 
Play, VEVO, Vimeo, VISION TV Network, Wall Street Journal Live, Web Cam 
One, Your Photo Feed, YouTube, YuppTV ROW 


3Player, All 3Player, All 


4, Awesomenes 
sTV, Netflix, 
Now TV, Red 


Not 


Not applicable applicable 


EVO, Your Photo 
Feed, YouTube 


AwesomenessT 

V, FisHi, GoPro, Not 

HappykKids.tv 2, applicable 
iFood.tv, 


Not applicable 


4, Awesomenes 
sTV, Netflix, 
Now TV, Red 
Bull TV, 

News, Sky 
orts Box 
Office, Sky 
Sports News 
HQ, Sky 


Store, Tastemad 


e TED 
Talks, Tuneln, V 
EVO, Your Photo 

Feed, YouTube 


AwesomenessT 

V, FisHi, GoPro, 

HappyKids.tv 2, 
iFood.tv, 


Not applicable 


Not applicable 


Infrared with 
13 buttons. 


Requires 2x 
AAA 
Batteries. 


Single-band 8 
02.11 (b/g/n 
compatible) 

with WEP, WP 

A and WPA2 s 

upport. 


Presto, Red Bull 
TV, Roku Media 
Player, Spotify, 
Tastemade, TED 
, The Food 
Channel, 
TripSmart.tv, Tu 
neln, VEVO, Vim 
eo, WS], Your 
Photo 
Feed, YouTube 


Infrared with 13 
buttons. 


Requires 2x AAA 
Batteries. 


Infrared 
with 13 
buttons. 


Requires 
2x AAA 
Batteries 


Dual-band 802.11 (a/b/g/n 
compatible) 
with WEP, WPA and WPA2 s 


upport. 


1x 100BASE-TX 


USB Type A socket not 
functional. 


microSD (Not currently 
functional) 


Freeview 


and Free 
view HD 


Presto, Red Bull 
TV, Roku Media 
Player, Spotify, 
Tastemade, TED 
, The Food 
Channel, 
TripSmart.tv, Tu 
neln, VEVO, Vim 
eo, WS], Your 
Photo 
Feed, YouTube 


Wi-Fi Direct (point-anywhere) 
using 17 buttons. 


Infrared for television power and 
volume control using 3 buttons. 


Voice Search microphone. 
Requires 2x AAA Batteries. 


Dual-band 802.11 (a/b/g/n/ac co 
mpatible) 
with WEP, WPA, WPA2 support, 
and Hotel Connect. 


[| ane 


Micro USB Type 
B socket as 
power input 

only. 


microSD (Not 
currently 
functional) 


480i (Over 
HDMI) 
480p (Ove 
r HDMI) 


720p (Ove 
r HDMI) 


Analogue 
Stereopho 
nic (mini- 
jack to left 
audio/righ 
t 
/composit 
e 

video RCA 
). 

Digital 
over HDMI 
(ed 
surround 
sound pas 
s-through 
and stereo 
phonic 
sound). 


Single-core 


Freeview 


and Free 
view 

HD (Up 
to 30 

minutes) 


720p (Over HDMI) 
1080p (Over HDMI) 


Dual-core 


Quad-core 


Now TV pass live television 
channels (Up to 30 minutes). 


720p (Over 
HDMI) 
1080p (Ov 
er HDMI) 
2160p at 3 
Ofps (Over 
HDMI) 
2160p at 6 
Ofps (Over 
HDMI) 
2160p HD 
R at 30fps 
(Over HDM 
1) 

2160p HD 
R at 60fps 
(Over HDM 
1) 


Digital over HDMI (7.1 and 5.1 surround sound pass-through). 


84 mm (Lengt 


h) x 


84 mm (Width 


ax 


23 mm (Heigh 


t) 


ht 85 grams 


5.2 Volt - 
Pow 
1.0 Amps via 
er ; 
supplied AC 
Inpu 
t power 
adaptor. 
Don Typical when 
van streaming 
Cons 
video: Less 
ump 


than 2 Watts. 


89 mm (Length) 


x 
89mm (Width) 
x 


25 mm (Height) 


141 grams 


5.99 Volt - 

2 Amps via 

supplied AC 
power adaptor. 


Typical when 
streaming 


video: Less than 


3.5 Watts. 


165 mm 
(Length) 
x 
165 mm 
(Width) 
x 
20.5 mm 
(Height) 


432 gra 
ms 


12 Volt - 
2 Amps 
via 
supplied 
AC 


84 mm (Length) | 125 mm (Leng 
X th) x 
20.3 mm (Width | 125 mm (Widt 
JX N) X 
12.6 mm (Heigh | 21 mm (Heigh 
t) t) 
20 grams 222 grams 
5 Volt - 5.99 Volt - 
1.0 Amps via US 2 Amps via 
B port/supplied supplied AC 
AC power power 
adaptor. adaptor. 
Typical when 
Typical when streaming 
streaming high ultra high 
definition definition 


content: Less 


than 3.5 Watts. 


content: Less 
than 9 Watts. 


Now TV television content[edit] 


Now TV offers four channel packages? in the UK, three channel packages in Republic of 
Ireland, and four channel packages in Italy, all providing live streaming and video on 
demand. 


Now TV television content in the UK and Republic of Ireland[edit] 


The subscriptions in both the UK and Republic of Ireland are branded as "Now TV 
Passes": Entertainment Pass, Sky Cinema Pass, Sky Sports Pass, Sky Sports Mobile Pass, 
a Kids Pass, and a hayu Pass (The "White" Now TV box does not support the hayu 
pass). On 5 December 2017 live streaming and video on demand of television 

channel Syfy was added as part of the Entertainment Month Pass in the UK and Republic 
of Ireland.28 Some programmes may not be available for live streaming due to licensing 
rights and legal restrictions. 


Now TV Passes| edit] 


Entertainment Pass (Month)22! 


Sky One 


Sky Witness 


Sky Atlantic 


Gold 


Comedy Central 


Sky Crime 


Discovery Channel 


Nat Geo Wild 


Challenge 


Pick 


VICELAND 
ABC Studios 


No live streaming and only available via video on demand. 


Sky Cinema Pass (Month) Temporary Channel Re-brands=22! 


Sky Cinema Premiere 


Sky Cinema DC Heroes 


Sky Cinema Disney Pixar 
Sky Cinema Fast & Furious 
Sky Cinema Hits Sky Cinema Matt Damon 
Sky Cinema Megahits 
Sky Cinema Pirates of the Caribbean 


Sky Cinema Spooky 


Sky Cinema Animation 


Sky Cinema Back to the Future Sky Cinema Brits 
Sky Cinema Classics 
Sky Cinema DC Heroes 
Sky Cinema Denzel Washington 
Sky Cinema Five Star Movies 
Sky Cinema Harry Potter 
Sky Cinema Jurassic 
Sky Cinema Oscars 
elu Cinema Greate Sky Cinema Pirates of the Caribbean 
Sky Cinema School’s Out 
Sky Cinema Spies 
Sky Cinema Spider Man 
Sky Cinema Star Trek 
Sky Cinema Star Wars 
Sky Cinema Superheroes 
Sky Cinema Tom Cruise 
Sky Cinema Tom Hanks 
Sky Cinema Villains 
Sky Cinema Westerns 


Sky Cinema Disney Sky Cinema Pixar 
Sky Cinema Family Sky Cinema Animation 


Sky Cinema Fairy Tales 


Sky Cinema Lego 
Sky Cinema Spooky 


Sky Cinema Action Men 


Sky Cinema Action Sky Cinema Heroes 


Sky Cinema Wonder Women 


Sky Cinema April Fools 

Sky Cinema Comedy Sky Cinema Adam Sandler 
Sky Cinema Feel Good 
Sky Cinema Rom Coms 


. ; Sky Cinema Bourne 
Sky Cinema Thriller 


Sky Cinema Heists Sky Cinema Spies 


Sky Cinema Christmas 


Sky Cinema Drama Sky Cinema Julia Roberts Sky Cinema Valentine 


Sky Cinema Weddings 

Sky Cinema Aliens 
Sky Cinema Sci-fi & Horror Seo ena Halloween 
Sky Cinema Monsters 


Sky Cinema Sky-Fi 


Sky Cinema Classics 
Sky Cinema Select Sky Cinema Musicals 


Sky Cinema Westerns 


Sky regularly gives their Sky Cinema channels temporary re-brands to air 
different kinds of seasonal or promotional programming. 


Sky Sports Pass (Day/Week/Month)!" Temporary Channel Re-brands 224! 


Sky Sports Main Event 


Sky Sports Premier League 


Sky Sports Football 


Sky Sports Cricket Sky Sports The Ashes 


Sky Sports World Cup 


Sky Sports Players 


Sky Sports Ryder Cup 


Sky Sports Golf 
Sky Sports The Open 


Sky Sports US Open 


Sky occasionally gives their Sky Sports channels temporary re-brands to 
coincide with airing sports events. 


Sky Sports Mobile Pass (Month) 


Sky Sports Premier League 


Sky Sports USA 


Sky Sports Arena 


Sky Sports Racing 


Sky Sports News 


One smartphone (Android or Apple iOS) can stream Now TV 
content at a time. 


Kids Pass (Month)85 


Nickelodeon 


Cartoon Network 


Boomerang 


No live streaming and only available via video on demand. 


hayu Pass (Month) 


Roaming while abroad[edit] 


Now TV Passes that have already been subscribed to and made active while within 
either the UK or Republic of Ireland can be accessed in the same way for up to 30 days 
at a time in the following countries: 


Subscribed while within the Subscribed while within the Republic of 
United Kingdoms8 lreland2” 


Republic of Cyprus Republic of Cyprus 


Czech Republic Czech Republic 


Denmark Denmark 


: 


Portugal (including Portugal (including the Azores and Madeira) 
TEE Azores and Madeira) 


Republic of Ireland Romania 


Slovakia 
Slovenia 


Spain (including the Canary 
Islands) 


United Kingdom (excluding the Channel 


Now TV television content in Italy[edit] 


The subscriptions in Italy are branded as "Now TV Tickets": Entertainment Ticket, Series 
TV Ticket, Cinema Ticket, and Sports Ticket. Tickets are offered within two main 
subscription packages: Now TV Mobile and Now TV All Screens. The monthly Now TV 
Mobile subscription includes Entertainment and Series TV tickets that can be used to 
watch on tablets and smartphones. The Sky Sport Ticket is not available to use on 
tablets and smartphones. The Now TV All Screens subscription offers a choice of one 
ticket alone (any one excluding Sky Sports), two tickets (any two excluding Sky Sports), 
or three tickets (any three excluding Sky Sports). When subscribed to the 
Entertainment, Series TV, and/or Sky Cinema tickets an additional monthly subscription 
is available to consumers to receive 720p live streaming and 1080p video on demand 
content, allowing up to two devices at the same time.22 Some programmes may not be 
available for live streaming due to licensing rights and legal restrictions. By using the 
Now TV app, Now TV Tickets that have already been subscribed to and made active 
while within Italy can be accessed in the same way for up to 37 days at a time in other 
countries that are members of the European Union.E9 


Now TV Passesl[edit] 
Sky Sport 


Ticket (24 Hours/7 
Days/1 Month) 


Entertainment Series TV Sky Cinema 
Ticket (Month) Ticket (Month) Ticket (Month) 


Sky Cinema Uno Sky Sport 24 


Sky Cinema Hits Sky Sport 1 


Sky 
Cinema Family Sky Sport 2 


2 
Sky Sport 3 


oe La 


| : Sk 
Fox LITE Fox Crime . 2KY sport FIUS 
Sky Atlantic Sky Cinema Cult Sky Sport MotoGP 


Sky 
Cinema Classics 


m Dn 


Fox Sports Ital 


Eurosport 2 


Nat Geo Wild Sky Super Calcio 


Sky Calcio 1 


zz co 


Sky Calcio 3 
Sky Calcio 4 


Eurosport 1 


Sky Calcio 5 


Eurosport 2 Sky Calcio 6 


Sky Calcio 7 


Sky Sport 24 Sky Calcio 8 


Sky Calcio 9 


Disney Junior Sky Calcio 10 


Disney Channel Sky Calcio 11 


Sky Calcio 12 


Nick Jr. 


Now Broadband[edit] 


A NOW Broadband 


Now Broadband logo 


Now Broadband includes: unlimited broadband internet with a choice of three different 
options: up to 17 Mbit/s cable broadband (marketed as "Brilliant Broadband"); up to 38 


Mbit/s fibre-optic broadband (marketed as "Fab Fibre"); or up to 76 Mbit/s fibre-optic 
broadband (marketed as "Super Fibre"). Now Broadband includes a landline telephone 
service with a choice of either pay-as-you-go calls (no monthly charge); unlimited calls 
to UK landlines and mobile numbers on weekday evenings and all day Saturday and 
Sunday; or 24/7 unlimited calls to UK landline and mobile numbers. Now Broadband is 
offered either without a contract or a 12-month contract to reduce costs. Now 
Broadband is only available in the UK, but not in the Republic of Ireland or Italy.“ 


Now Broadband HubsS[edit] 


All Now Broadband packages currently include a router marketed as the "Now 
Broadband Hub Two". The "Now Broadband Hub Two" (NR801) is a re-branded Sky Q 
Hub (ER115) and is of the Wireless-AC standard, using ISM band 2.4 GHz and 5 GHz 
frequencies. The original "Now Broadband Hub" (NR102) is a re-branded Sky Hub 2 
(SR102) and is of the Wireless-N standard, using the 2.4 GHz frequency. The use of 
other routers is possible but Now Broadband does not provide support for third party 
equipment." 


Now Broadband Hub! Now Broadband Hub 


Two! 
Model Number(s) NR102 NR801"2) 
Availability Officially available and Officially available and 
supported supported 
Wi-Fi Standards Single-band 802.11n Dual-band 802.11ac 
2.4 GHz frequency vac Yes 
support 
5 GHz frequency No Yes 
support 
Ethernet ports 4x 100BASE-TX 2x 1000BASE-T 


Now Broadband Buddy[edit] 


All Now TV Broadband customers have access to free internet protection with a site 
filter marketed as "Broadband Buddy", designed to keep consumers safe while online on 
any device connected to the internet through Now Broadband. There are three age 
rating settings: "PG" which only allows web browsing suitable for everyone; "13" which 


allows web browsing only suitable for teens and older; and "18" which allows web 
browsing only suitable for adults. Consumers who want custom protection can manually 
allow or block access to specific websites or website categories and can also set Now 
"Broadband Buddy" to automatically change the 18 age rating setting on and off ata 
particular time of each day. Both phishing and malware protection is available to 
prevent the collection of private information without permission while browsing the 
internet, and to prevent viruses infecting any devices in use.™! 


See also[edit] 


e SkyQ 
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Freesat from Sky 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 

This article is about the free-to-view satellite service from Sky UK. For the similarly 
named free-to-air service from the BBC and ITV, see Freesat. 


This article needs additional citations 


for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Freesat from 

Sky" - news - newspapers : books - scholar - JSTOR (February 

2012) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Freesat from Sky is a British satellite television service from Sky UK. It offers over 

240 free-to-air (FTA) channels in its EPG.™ This is a greater number than its 
competitors, Freesat, which has 200+, and Freeview, which has 70+.?!3! It also has up to 
six HD channels and Sky Active interactive data service. The service is less-promoted 
than the subscription-based Sky satellite service. 


Service reach[edit] 


As of April 2011, the number of households with free-to-view satellite television is 
estimated by Ofcom to be 2.045 million, or 8.0% of households with television.“ (This 
figure includes households with BBC/ITV Freesat, Freesat from Sky, and 'churned' Sky 
subscribers who kept their Sky Digiboxes to access free-to-view channels.) 


Reception equipment[edit] 


This service requires use of the proprietary SkyHD or SD set-top box, to receive the FTA 
channels. Sky's boxes use the proprietary OpenTV EPG for interactive television 
services. The boxes are limited in some regards when compared to other satellite 
receivers, such as digital audio, video outputs, and the lack of the ability to use a dish 
motor and scan for channels not carried on the EPG. They also feature an EPG that 
contains all Sky channels, including pay-TV services which are not available to non- 
subscription viewers. Sky currently include a SkyHD Digibox with new FsfS installations. 
These boxes receive a selection of standard definition and HD channels, but do not 
record. Those who wish to have Sky+ functionality (recording & time-shifting) must buy 
their own box, requiring Sky to 'pair' their existing viewing card to the new box. In 
addition, use of the recording facilities of these PVRs also requires an ongoing monthly 
fee. 


Viewing card[edit] 


Freesat from Sky differentiates itself from Freesat not just by its use of Sky equipment 
but by offering both free-to-air and free-to-view channels. A card is included with 
installation or can be purchased direct from Sky. For security reasons the viewing 
cards are deactivated from time to time and reception of the encrypted free-to-view 
channels disabled. This requires the user to purchase a new viewing card at the current 
standard charge. Sky viewing cards used to access subscription services revert to acting 
as FsfS viewing cards upon cancellation of the subscription. The viewing card also 
ensures the correct region for regionalised services for BBC One, BBC Two, ITV, 

and Channel 4 [Citation needed) 


Extra channels| edit] 


The following is a list of free-to-view channels on the FsfS platform. A viewing card is 
required to watch them. None of these channels are available on Freesat. BT broadband 
subscribers can also receive BT Sport using a FsfS viewing card. 


e Local TV channels 
e 4Music 
e Yesterday +1 


1. ^ Not all local TV channels are available on the Sky platform and only the relevant 
channel for the user's postcode is shown in the EPG. 


Other features| edit] 


e The viewing card can be used to receive the correct region on the main channel 
number for the following services: 
o BBC One 


o BBC Two 
o ITV/STV/UTV 
o Channel 4 


Competition[edit] 


Freesat from Sky (FsfS) is a competitor to the BBC and ITV's Freesat service which also 
broadcasts from 28.2°E and 28.5°E and the DTT service Freeview. FsfS has five free-to- 
view channels which are not available on Freesat (see above) and a large number of 
free-to-air channels which are not directly listed in the Freesat EPG and need manual 
tuning to receive them. 


FsfS has over 240 free-to-air channels on its EPG, (which do not require either a viewing 
card nor a Sky receiver to watch), including Bloomberg Television and the Travel 
Channel, compared to 198 free-to-air channels on Freesat EPG.” with the remaining 
free-to-air channels not available through the main EPG, and needing manual tuning by 
the user ,icitationneeded Freeview digital terrestrial television has over 50 free-to-air 
channels but cannot be manually tuned into the free-to-air channels available, tetten 
needed FSfS also pre-tunes the boxes to the correct regional services of broadcasters who 
offer regional services such as the BBC, ITV and Channel 4. which on Freesat requires 
the user manually to enter their postcode during set-up for these correct regional 
services. 


Conversely, there are some TV channels that are on Freeview but are not on the Sky 
EPG, including many adult-category services. Most programming is simulcast on adult- 
category channels on Sky, but with different channel names and broadcast times. Ict 


needed] 
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The Cloud (company) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the European public free access Wi-Fi company. For other uses, 
see The Cloud (disambiguation). 


The Cloud 


WiFi Powered by 


The Cloud 


Industry Public access Wi-Fi 
Founded January 2003; 16 years ago 
Headquarters St Albans, Hertfordshire 


United Kingdom 


Number of locations 22,000 
Area served United Kingdom 


Key people Vince Russell 


(Managing Director) 


Number of employees 100 


Parent Sky 


Website www.thecloud.net 


The Cloud is a provider of public access Wi-Fi hotspots in the UK and is a member of 
the Wireless Broadband Alliance.” It has over 22,000 Wi-Fi hotspots network access 
points in the UK.” 


The Cloud has offices in St Albans, Munich, and Stockholm. 


Timeline[edit] 


Year Event 


The Cloud is founded 

The Cloud's network begins roll-out 

BT Openzone becomes the first Service Provider on the Cloud network 

Network reaches 1000 sites 

The Cloud wins the Brainheart European Wi-Fi Award 2003 

Roll out begins in Nordics 

Integrated WLAN and 3G service launched for 02 

Airnyx acquired in Germany 

Roll out begins in Germany 

Net Chek-In acquired in Germany 

Exilan acquired 

The World Economic Forum Announces New Class of Technology 
Pioneers for 2006: The Cloud Networks Selected 

Canova Wireless acquired in the UK 


Apr 2006 iPass joins the network 
Sep 2006 Telenor partners with The Cloud Nordics 


Jan 2007 


Oct 2007 


Jan 2008 


Oct 2008 


Dec 2008 


Jun 2009 


Sep 2009 


Oct 2009 


Jan 2010 


Jan 2010 


Jan 2011 


Aug 2011 


Feb 2012 


Steve Nicholson joins the Cloud as CEO 


McDonald's takes free Wi-Fi mainstream with The Cloud 


Acquisition of hotel Wi-Fi specialist GANAG in Germany 


€17 million funding round from Ferd Ventures, existing investors and GP 


Bullhound 


Roll out new user centric service platform 


The Company moves its UK Headquarters to St Albans 


Cloud network locator launched for the iPhone 


Launch of new Palm Pre mobile smartphone with the Cloud / 02 


Naunton Dickins joins the company as UK Managing Director 


FastConnect is launched to make Wi-Fi universally simple 


Acquired by BSkyB®! 


The Cloud becomes exclusive free hotspot provider for Telefónica 
Germany “! 


Telefónica 02 UK discontinues free access to The Cloud for customers 
on unlimited Wi-Fi contracts 


Sky starts offering free wireless internet to Sky Broadband customers in 


AZIZ, EU 


CEOs[edit] 


e 2003 - 2007: George Polk 
e 2007 - 2011: Steve Nicholson 
e 2011 - present: Vince Russell 
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e Official website 


Sky One 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article is about the British television channel. For the Italian television channel, 
see Sky Uno. For the television channel in Germany and Austria, see Sky 1 (Germany). 
For the New Zealand television channel formerly known as Sky 1, see Sky 5. For the 
fictional jet interceptor aircraft, see UFO (TV series). 


Sky One 


Mone 


Launched 26 April 1982; 37 years ago 


Owned by Sky | 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


2160p UHDTV 
(downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


0.6% 
0.02% (+1) June 2019, BARB) 


All The Good Stuff 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Satellite Television (1982-84) 
Sky Channel (1984-89) 
Sky 1 (1996-97, 2008-2017) 


Challenge, 
Pick, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 
Sky Cinema, 
Sky Crime, 
Sky News, 
Sky Sports, 
Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 
Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Sky One +1 


sky.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 106 (HD) 
Channel 121 (+1) 
Channel 806 (SD) 


On Demand 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 109 (HD) 


Channel 110 
On Demand 
Virgin Channel 114 (SD) 


Media (Ireland) Channel 143 (HD) 


WightFibre Channel 9 
IPTV 
TalkTalk TV Channel 301 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
Now TV Watch live 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere (UK) 


Virgin TV Watch live (Ireland only) 
Anywhere (Irelan 


d) 


Sky One is a British pay television channel operated and owned by Sky, a division 
of Comcast, available in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 


Sky One launched across Europe on 26 April 1982 by founder Connor Baskey as Satellite 
Television and is the oldest non-terrestrial TV channel in the United Kingdom. In the UK, 
the channel is available via digital satellite on Sky, digital cable on Virgin Media, IPTV 


on TalkTalk TV and online via Sky Go. In Ireland, the channel is available via Sky 
Ireland, Virgin Media Ireland and Eir Vision. 


Sky One listings include some very popular broadcasts—many imported from North 
America—including 24, Battlestar Galactica, Bones, Caprica, Fringe, Glee, House, Lie to 
Me, Lost, Prison Break, The Simpsons, Stargate (SG-1, Atlantis, 

and Universe), Touch, WWE Raw, and You, Me and the Apocalypse. 


History[edit] 
Main article: Sky Television plc 


Sky Channel/Sky One[edit] 


Sky One started on 26 April 1982 as Satellite Television Ltd,“ and was Europe's first 
ever cable and satellite channel, originally broadcasting from the Orbital Test Satellite 
aimed at cable operators all over the continent. At first the station struggled financially, 
due to disappointing ratings in the countries in which it was officially available, which in 
turn led to insufficient advertising revenue and increasing difficulty in covering the high 
transmission costs. 


On 27 June 1983, the shareholders of Satellite Television agreed a £5 million offer to 
give News International 65% of the company.2 Murdoch extended the broadcast hours 
and the number of countries the station broadcast to including the United Kingdom. On 
16 January 1984, the channel was renamed Sky Channel. 


Sky Channel incorporated a large number of American imports in its schedules, while 
also increased the quantity produced of home grown programmes, including a number 
of new music programmes with Gary Davies, Tony Blackburn, Linda de Mol, Pat 

Sharp, David "Kid" Jensen, and Anthea Turner presenting programmes such as Euro Top 
40, and UK Top 50 Chart. New children's programmes like Fun Factory and The D/ Kat 
Show, many of which came not only from Sky's own studios in London (having already 
abandoned the Molinare facilities by then), but also included programmes produced in 
the Netherlands by John de Mol's production company. 


On 8 June 1988, Murdoch announced his plans to expand Sky's service to four channels, 
thus creating the Sky Television network.“ On 5 February 1989, the Sky Television 
Network (Sky Channel, Sky News, Sky Movies and Eurosport) was launched, At the same 
time, prime-time broadcasts to European cable operators ended, being replaced by 
Eurosport, a joint venture between Sky and the European Broadcasting Union, and 
aimed at a pan-European audience (like Sky Channel had been up to that point; for a 
time afterwards, some of Sky's previous pan-European programming continued to be 
broadcast before Eurosport's startup, under the branding of Sky Europe). Initially, a new 
raft of shows were created, for the channel including Jameson Tonight, Sale of the 
Century (based more off the 1980s American version), The Price Is Right, Frank Bough's 
World and Sky By Day,= Sky TV's variation on ITV's more popular This Morning, hosted 
by former BBC Radio 1 DJ Tony Blackburn (who had moved to commercial radio by then) 
and former Magpie presenter Jenny Hanley. The show had a mix of entertainment, 
gossip, fashion, etc. The Channel continued with the same children's programmes, 
soaps, and US action series, WWF Wrestling. On 31 July 1989, the channel was renamed 
Sky One and closed in most European countries, broadcasting to only the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. 


In 1990, Sky One began to acquire more recent programming, an early success 

being Moonlighting, which the BBC had previously screened but not repeated. Sky One 
also picked new programming such as The Simpsons, 21 Jump Street and the last series 
of Falcon Crest, and following its merger with BSB's Galaxy, Parker Lewis Can't Lose. 


Sky Multichannels era[edit] 
Main article: Sky Multichannels 


After many years in the clear, on 1 September 1993, Sky One was encrypted as part of 
the new Sky Multichannels subscription package, and could no longer be viewed outside 
Britain and Ireland without exporting a box, or receiving it over cable (although it had 
already been encrypted for a while since its original launch and first went in the clear in 
around 1987). The channel also commissioned a number of home grown programmes 
while also expanding its Australian television series to include £ 

Street, Chances and Paradise Beach. It continued to be the most-watched satellite 
channel in the UK and Ireland, a position it held for most of the 1990s, with many first- 
run US imports such as The Simpsons (which traditionally has been the channel's main 
selling-point, remaining a satellite exclusive until it finally made its terrestrial television 
appearance on BBC Two in 1996), Friends, Frasier, Seinfeld, ER and The X-Files, as well 
as some older programmes such as the various Star Trek series, Hill Street 

Blues, M*A*S*H*, and Lucille Ball's various comedy series. 


The success of the channel led to the launch on 1 September 1996 of a companion 
channel, Sky 2; however, it was not a success and was closed down on 31 August 1997, 
one day short of a year after it launched. In contrast to the Sky Two that was later 
relaunched, this channel featured even more first-run programmes, and it broadcast 
only at night, between 7 pm and 6 am. 


Recent years[edit] 


In 2000, a dedicated feed of Sky One for Ireland was launched. For most of this Irish 
feed's existence, the only difference between it and the United Kingdom feed has been 
differing commercials and programme promotions. In June 2003, the channel started 
broadcasting in 16:9 widescreen. However, all TV commercials were broadcast 

in 4:3 until November 2005, isti reedeì because they were played off the same servers for 
all Sky channels, many of which were not broadcast in widescreen. 


On 21 September 2004, Sky One Mix was subsequently renamed Sky Mix. On 31 
October 2005, Sky Mix was renamed as Sky Two with the launch of a second sister 
channel Sky Three. 


On 25 August 2012, it was announced by Stuart Murphy, director of Sky entertainment 
channels, that a one-hour timeshift of Sky One, Sky Living and Sky Atlantic would 
launch in the Autumn of 2012, with the former launching on 12 November 2012. The 
time shift channel offers most of Sky One's programming, however The Simpsons is not 
broadcast because BSkyB is prohibited from doing so under the current terms of their 
licensing agreement with Twentieth Century Fox Television Distribution. An on-screen 
message instead appears redirecting viewers to Sky One... As of 2017, The Simpsons is 
available to watch on the timeshifted channel. 


For New Year's Day 2014, Sky One was temporarily renamed to Sky Onesie "to 
encourage viewers to snuggle up in front of the television wearing onesies, in a bid to 
recover from the previous night's celebrations”. 


Since 2017 Sky One has broadcast some sports coverage. This includes a partial 
simulcast of Soccer Saturday, highlights of, and occasional live coverage of, Formula 


One motor racing and a few Premier League football matches were shown on the 
channel during the 2018/19 season. The summer of 2019 saw Sky One show highlights 
of the 2019 Cricket World Cup and live coverage of England's matches in the 2019 
Netball World Cup. 


Sky One HDl[edit] 


To coincide with the launch of Sky HD, Sky One HD began broadcasting on 22 May 
2006. The channel is a simulcast of Sky One and screens high-definition versions of 
some of the channel's programming, which include Lost, Bones, 24, WWE 

Smackdown, Fringe, Prison Break, House, and most recently new episodes of The 
Simpsons. Programmes that are not available in HD are "upscaled" (although Sky One 
showed the widescreen film Malcolm in the Middle, unlike most US broadcasts, since the 
film was originally filmed on Panavision widescreen film but cropped to full-screen by 
most broadcasters. This airing of the original film preserves the film's appearance 
without stretching or upscaling, although some scenes were compromised for 
widescreen and had to be upscaled). 


Sky have stated that they intend to increase the amount of HD content they show, and 
hoped that by the end of 2008, two-thirds of all prime time shows, and 90% of their own 
original commissions, would be in HD. A new logo was introduced along with the 
rebrand on 31 August 2008. 


On 1 October 2010, Sky One HD launched on Virgin Media channel 122, with Sky 
Two moving to channel 123 and Sky 3 (now Pick) moving to channel 180 on 22 
September 2010, to make way for the new channel.24 


Virgin Media dispute[edit] 


On 1 March 2007, at midnight, Sky's basic channels, which included Sky One, Sky_ 

Two, Sky Three, Sky News, Sky Sports News, Sky Travel and Sky Travel Extra were 
removed from the Virgin Media cable television services after a dispute between Virgin 
Media and BSkyB. This was due to the expiry of their previous carriage agreement and 
the companies' inability to reach a new deal.“422! Virgin issued legal proceedings against 
Sky over the dispute in April 2007. 


The Virgin Media predecessor Telewest was involved in a similar situation in late 2004 
when negotiations for renewed carriage of the Nickelodeon channels broke down. 
Telewest was unwilling to pay extra to keep the channels and preferred to simply drop 
them. Other Viacom owned channels remained such as MTV and the former Paramount 
Comedy 1. The reaction to this by customers was fairly large and many left the provider 
to rival Sky, others were retained as Telewest offered them a free upgrade to the Disney 
Channel for periods of between one and three months, others were reportedly offered 
upgrades to Sky Movies packages in a desperate attempt to keep them from leaving. 
The Nickelodeon channels returned to the Telewest platform on 12 February 2005 
following successful renegotiations in Nickelodeon's favour. 


At the beginning of March 2008, the two companies were reported to have resumed 
discussions over the dispute. Virgin chief executive Neil Berkett was reported as saying 
they had "continued interest in securing Sky basics back on our platform". The resumed 
talks had followed shortly after both Virgin and BSkyB had launched appeals against a 
recent Competition Appeal Tribunal ruling on BSkyB's 17.9% stake in ITV plc.@3!41 


On 4 November 2008, a carriage deal between BSkyB and Virgin Media channels was 
reached and BSkyB's channels were available on Virgin's cable service from 13 


November 2008.2518 The Sky basic channels were spread across each tier of Virgin's 
cable TV service: Sky3 and Sky News were made available in the lowest M tier; Sky 
Sports News joined the M+ tier; Sky 1 and Sky 2 were made available in the L tier; and 
Sky Arts 1, Sky Arts 2, Sky Real Lives and Sky Real Lives 2 joined the XL tier.22 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Sky One 
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Sky One share of viewing 1992-2008. Peak was 9.5%, July 1993, current 0.9% 


Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched shows on Sky One, based on Live +7 data 
supplied by BARB up to 22 February 2015. The number of viewers does not include 
repeats. 


Number 
Episode of 
viewers 


2,860,00 | 13 January 


6.01 - The One After Vegas 0 2000 


2,659,00 | 23 September 


2.01 - Desert Island 0 2011 


An Idiot Abroad 


2,656,00 | 4 November 
0 2011 


2.07 - Climb Mount Fuji 


4 Terry Pratchett's Parone 2,647,00 | 17 December 
Hogfather 0 2006 
. 5.01 - The One After Ross 2,410,00 
5 Friends Says Rachel 0 7 January 1999 
5.15 - The One with the Girl 2,320,00 : 
6 Who Hits Joey 0 15 April 1999 
7 An Idiot Abroad 2.08 - Karl Comes Home ee Oe LE E 
0 201010 
. 17.15 - Homer Simpson, This | 2,301,00 
8 The Simpsons Evora 0 23 April 2006 
3 2,260,00 | 14 December 
9 3.03 - China 0 2012 
An Idiot Abroad 
10 2.04 - Whale Watching Pi Nagase 


0 Pad MAL 


US programmes[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 


O sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
and removed. 
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Sky One relies heavily on screenings of American television programmes, with many 
coming from Murdoch's Fox network. The Simpsons has been airing on Sky One since 
both of its early years, making the series not only the longest-running programme on 
Sky One but also the longest-running primetime animated series to date. As many as 
five episodes of said show are broadcast each evening, with any new episodes generally 
being shown on Sunday.22 Sky One has exclusive rights in the UK to show the most 
recent series of The Simpsons. Another early and long running fixture was Married... 
with Children, which ran all through the 1990s, but in the early 2000s, the show 
suddenly disappeared from its regular schedule and has not been screened on any Sky 
channel since. 


Sky One was also the original home to the UK's first run showings of episodes 

of ER and Friends, for series 4-6 of both shows (Channel 4 had shown series 1-3 first), 
giving Sky One some of the highest ratings for any satellite channel. In 2000, 2.8 million 
viewers watched an episode of Friends, the highest rated show on any satellite channel. 
However, when Channel 4 launched their own digital sister channel E4 they outbid Sky 
One for exclusive first run rights to both shows. However, Sky One still held the repeat 
rights for the early series of both shows for several years. Since 2011, Friends has been 
shown on Comedy Central and Channel 5.28 


Sky One previously broadcast WWE programming, before moving it all to Sky Sports. 
Sky One currently broadcasts an edited one hour version of WWE Raw on Sunday 
mornings. 


Sky One occasionally screens older 20th Century Fox films such as Die Hard as part of 
its evening schedule (21st Century Fox formally owned a controlling minority stake in 
Sky) although they are shown with ad breaks, unlike films on premium film channels, for 
example Sky Cinema and its sister channels. 


Programmes commissioned by Sky One[edit] 


Sky has commissioned many homegrown programmers since it first started 
broadcasting back in 1984, but it was not until 1989 when content went beyond music 
and children reprogramming. During the early years new game shows including a few 
series of Blockbusters and Spellbound, along with Price is Right and Sale of the Century. 
Original drama Dream Team, a series based on a fictional football team; The 
Strangerers (a science fiction sitcom that was dropped after one series and never 
repeated); Al Murray's sitcom Time Gentlemen Please; and Baddiel's Syndrome. Hex, 
another sci-fi show, had proved popular but was cancelled in April 2006 and Mile 

High also proved quite popular but it only lasted from 2003-2005. Sky One 
commissioned Terry Pratchett's Hogfather for Christmas 2006 proving to be their most 
successful programme ever. Following the success of The Hogfather, Sky brought out in 
2008 an adaptation of The Colour of Magic and its second half The Light Fantastic, and 
in 2010 Terry Pratchett's Going Postal, the 33rd book in The Discworld series. Sky also 
co-produced The 4400 and co-financed the first series of Battlestar Galactica. 


It also screened many "reality" shows such as Cruise with Stelios, Road Wars, Shock 
Treatment, World's Deadliest Gangs, Pineapple Dance Studios, World of Pain, Road 
Raja, Ibiza Uncovered, Cirque de Celebrité and Hairspray: The School Musical. It also has 
received success with entertainment science shows Brainiac: Science Abuse and spin- 
offs, Brainiac: History Abuse and Brainiac's Test Tube Baby and also Mission 
Implausible. Less successful shows include Harry Enfield's Brand Spanking New Show. 


Sky One have also commissioned a number of game shows including Blockbusters. The 
most recent game show was from Mark Burnett, Are You Smarter Than a 10-Year-Old, 
based on a United States format. On 30 January 2008, Sky One announced plans to 
bring back the UK 1990s game show Gladiators which was subsequently cancelled in 
2009.52 


In 2010, Sky One also commissioned several new comedies including A League of Their 
Own, An Idiot Abroad and Little Crackers. 


From 2011, Sky One has premiered several new comedy series including the 
supermarket sitcom 7rollied, which had broadcast six series and over fifty episodes, 
becoming Sky One's longest running comedy series. Parents, another series, was 
broadcast in 2012 and was not well received, forcing Sky not to commission it for a 


second series. Moone Boy, a series written by and starring Chris O'Dowd first screened 
in 2012, became an instant hit internationally. It lasted three series, and ended in 2015. 


Continuity announcers[edit] 


This section needs 


* 


expansion. You can help 
by adding to it. (March 2015) 


Absolute Radio DJ Claire Sturgess has been a "voice" of Sky One since 1998, and was 
the sole announcer from 2001 until 2005. As one of Sky One's four announcers, her 
voice-overs are pre-recorded once a week and played out by an automated system. #2 


needed] 


Live continuity announcements air each evening. In 2009, they were voiced by 
announcers Dave Kelly, Faye Bamford and Philippa Collins. In 2010, three new 
continuity announcers were hired, Katie Morton, Katie Hudson and Paul Daniels, 
replacing all the previous announcers. In 2011, two new part-time announcers were 
hired.22 During the day, pre-recorded announcements air, promoting shows from all the 
different Sky channels.24 


Logos[edit] 


Sky Channel logo (January 1984-February 1989) 


Sky One logo (2004-08) 
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Sky 1 logo (2008-11) 
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Sky 1 logo (2011-16) 
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Sky 1 logo (2016-17) 
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Sky One logo (2017-) 
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Sky One has commissioned many homegrown programmes since it first started 
broadcasting back in 1984 but it was not until 1989 that content went beyond music 
and children's programming. During the early years, new game shows included a few 
series of Blockbusters and Spellbound, along with The Price Is Right and Sale of the 
Century. Original dramas include Dream Team, a series based ona 

fictional football team; The Strangerers, a science fiction sitcom that was dropped after 
one series and never repeated; Al Murray's sitcom Time Gentlemen Please; 

and Baddiel's Syndrome. Hex, another sci-fi show, proved popular but was cancelled in 
April 2006, and Mile High also proved quite popular but only lasted from 2003-2005. 
Sky One commissioned Terry Pratchett's Hogfather for Christmas 2006, which proved to 
be their most successful programme ever. Following that success, Sky brought out in 
2008 an adaptation of The Colour of Magic and its second half The Light Fantastic, and 
in 2010 Terry Pratchett's Going Postal, the 33rd book in the Discworld series. Sky also 
co-produces The 4400 and co-financed the first season of Battlestar Galactica. 


This is a list of television programmes broadcast by Sky One in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. 


Current programming[edit] 


Chris O'Donnell, star of NC/S: Los Angeles 
US showsledit] 


Comedy| edit] 


e Modern Family 
e The Simpsons (also available on Channel 4) 


US dramaledit] 


Arrow 

The Flash 

The Blacklist 
Supergirl 
Legends of Tomorrow 
Manifest 

Warrior 

Hawaii Five-O 
NCIS: Los Angeles 
SEAL Team 
S.W.A.T. 

e MacGyver 

e Magnum P.I. 


Original programming[edit] 
Drama[edit] 


e Strike Back (2010-2015, 2017-present) 
e Jamestown (2017-2019) 

e Delicious (2016-2019) 

e Stan Lee's Lucky Man (2016-present) 

e A Discovery of Witches (2018-present) 
e Moominvalley (2019-present) 


e Bulletproof (2018-present) 
Comedy[edit] 


Living the Dream (2017-present) 

Sick Note (2017-present) 

Trollied (2011-2018) 

Bounty Hunters (2017-present) 

The Russell Howard Hour (2017-present) 
Bliss (2018) 

Sick of It (2018-present) 

The Reluctant Landlord (2018-present) 
Brassic (2019-present) 


Game Show[edit] 


e The Big Spell (2017) 
e Wild Things (2015-present) 


Reality/Unscripted| edit] 


Bring the Noise (2015-2016) 

Carnage (2018) 

Duck Quacks Don't Echo (2014-2017) 
A League of Their Own (2010-present) 
The Moaning of Life (2013-2015) 
Revolution (2018) 


Former programming[edit] 


e The 10th Kingdom 
e 2000 Malibu Road 
e 21 Jump Street 


227 
3rd Rock From The Sun* 
e 24 
e The 4400 
e The A-Team (now on 5Spike) 
According to Jim 
The Addams Family 
The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet 
Adventures of Superman 
The Adventures of Tintin 
ALF 
Alice 
Alien Nation 
All in the Family 
All*Star Cup (transferred to ITV in 2006) 
All That 
The Amanda Show 


Amen 

American Gladiators 

American Sex 

America's Dumbest Criminals (now on CBS Reality) 
Andromeda (now on Horror Channel) 
The Andy Griffith Show 

Angel 

Angela and Friends 

Are You Smarter Than a 10 Year Old? (now on Challenge) 
At Home with the Hattons 

Badger or Bust 

Batman 

Battlestar Galactica (1978) 

Battlestar Galactica (2004) 

Benson 

The Betty White Show 

The Beverly Hillbillies 

Beverly Hills, 90210 

Bewitched 

The Big Easy 

Big Ron Manager 

The Biggest Loser 

Bill Bailey's Birdwatching Bonanza 
Blackadder: Back and Forth 

Blam!!! 

Blockbusters (1994 and 2000-01 versions) 
The Bob Newhart Show 

Boiled Egg and Soldiers 

Bonanza (now on CBS Action) 

Bones (now on Fox and YourTV) 
Boston Legal 

The Brady Bunch 

Brainiac: History Abuse 

Brainiac: Science Abuse 

Brainiac's Test Tube Baby 

British Sex 

British Tribes 

Batman: The Animated Series 
Brookside (previously shown on Channel 4 and Living) 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer (now to Syfy) 
Bump in the Night 

The Café 

Candid Camera 

Can't Hurry Love 

The Cape 


Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons 
Car 54, Where Are You 


The Carol Burnett Show 


Chances 

Charlie's Angels 

Chicago Hope 

China Beach 

Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
CI5: The New Professionals 
Cirque de Celebrité 

The City 

Classic Concentration 

Cold Case 

Coppers 

Cosby 

Count Duckula 

A Country Practice 

Crash Palace 

Criminal Minds (now on Sky Witness) 
Critical 

Cruise with Stelios 

CSI: Crime Scene Investigation (now on Sky Atlantic) 
CSI: Miami (now on Universal TV) 
Dawson's Creek (moved to Sony TV) 
Deadly Ernest Horror Show 
Deadwood 

Delfy and His Friends 

Dennis the Menace 
Designing Women 
Dexter(now on Sky Atlantic) 
Diana: Her True Story 
Diff'rent Strokes 

Dilbert 

Dirty Money 

The DJ Kat Show 

Doctor Doctor 

Don't Forget the Lyrics! 
Don't Forget the Lyrics! (US) 
Double Dragon 

Dragnet 

Dragon Booster 

Dream Team 

The Drew Carey Show 

Due South 

Dynamo Duck 

Dynasty (now on CBS Drama) 
E Street 

Early Edition 

Earth: Final Conflict 
Earthworm Jim 

The Ed Sullivan Show 


Ed vs. Spencer 

Eight is Enough 

Emergency! 

Entertainment Tonight UK 

Equal Justice 

Falcon Crest (now on CBS Drama) 
Family Guy (now on Fox and ITV2) 
Family Matters 

Family Ties 

Fat Families 

Father of the Pride 

Fear Factor (both American and British versions) 
First Wave 

The Flash (1990) 

Flash Gordon 

Football Icon 

Football Years 

Forever Knight 

Freddy's Nightmares 

Free Spirit 

Free Willy 

Friends (now on Comedy Central and ITV3) 
Fringe 

Full House 

Gabriel's Fire 

Games World 

Gamezville 

Garfield and Friends 

Get Smart 

Gidget 

Gilligan's Island 

Gladiators (revival UK TV series) 

Glee (Seasons 3-6) 

The Golden Girls 

Good Times 

Good vs. Evil 

Grease; The School Musical 

Green Acres 

Grey's Anatomy (now on Sky Witness) 
Growing Pains 

Guiding Stars 

Gun Law 

Gunsmoke (now on CBS Action and TCM) 
Hairspray: The School Musical 

Harry Enfield's Brand Spanking New Show 
Hart to Hart 

Hazel 

Hex 


Hey Dad..! 

Higher Ground 

Highlander: The Animated Series 
Highlander: The Series 

Hill Street Blues 

Hollywood Sex 

Hollywood Wives 

The Honeymooners 

Hot Summer Down Under 

Hour of Power 

House (now on Sky Atlantic) 

Howdy Doody 

Hunter 

I Dream of Jeannie 

I Love Lucy 

An Idiot Abroad 

In Living Color 

Is Harry on the Boat? 

Jake 2.0 

The Jeffersons 

Jem 

Jeopardy! (UK) 

Joe 90 

Journeyman 

Katie 

King of the Hill (now on 4Music) 

Kirsty's Home Videos 

Knights and Warriors 

Kong: The Animated Series (now on Pop) 
Kung Fu (now on CBS Action) 

Kung Fu: The Legend Continues (now on CBS Action) 
Las Vegas 

Law & Order 

Lie to Me 

Little House on the Prairie (now on True Movies and True Entertainment) 
The Live 6 Show 

Liza & Huey's Pet Nation 

Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
Lonesome Dove 

Looney Tunes Block/Looney Tunes' Cartoon Classics 
Long Play 

Lost (Seasons 3-6) 

Lost in Space 

Love at First Sight 

Loveland 

The Lucy-Desi Comedy Hour 

The Lucy Show 

Mad About You 


The Magician 

Malcolm in the Middle (now on Comedy Central) 
Malo Korrigan 

Married... With Children 

The Mary Tyler Moore Show 

M*A*S*H (now on True Entertainment) 
McHale's Navy 

Mega Babies 


The Megan Mullally Show 
Melrose Place 


Men in Trees 


Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers (December 1993 - 1996) 


Mile High 

Models Inc. 

The Monkees 

Monkey 

Moone Boy 

Moonlight 

Moonlighting 

Mork & Mindy 

Morning Glory 

Mr. Personality 
Mummies Alive! 

The Munsters 

Muppets Tonight! 
Murphy Brown 

Must Be the Music 

My Kitchen Rules 

My Pet Monster 

My Three Sons 

NYPD Blue 

The Nanny 

Newhart 

Night Man 

Ninja Warrior (now on Challenge) 
Nip/Tuck (Seasons 1-3) 
Oliver Beene 
Once and Again 

One West Waikiki 

Oops TV (2010-2011) 
Orson and Olivia 

The Outer Limits (1963) 
The Outer Limits (1995) 
Pacific Blue 

Pacific Palisades 
Paradise Beach 

Parents 

Parker Lewis Can't Lose 


The Partridge Family 
Passions 

Petticoat Junction 
Phantom 2040 

Phyllis 

The Pls 

Pokémon (now on CITV) 
Police Stop! 
Poltergeist: The Legacy 
The Pop Years 

Popular 


Porno Valley 
Port Charles 


The Pretender 

The Price Is Right (now on Challenge) 
Prison Break 

Private Practice 

Project Catwalk 

Quantum Leap 

Raising Hope 

Red Shoe Diaries 

Reds in Europe 

Relic Hunter 

Renegade 

Rescue 911 

Rescue Heroes 

Rescue Me 

Rhoda 

Riptide 

Robin of Sherwood 

RoboCop: The Series 

Robot Wars (now on Challenge) 
Roger Ramjet 

Roots 

Roswell Conspiracies 

Roswell High 

Roughnecks: Starship Troopers Chronicles 
The Round Table 

Ryan's Hope 

Sale of the Century 
Sanford and Son 


Scrubs (now on Comedy Central) 
The Secret Video Show 

Seinfeld (now on Channel 5) 
Shadow Raiders 

The Sharon Osbourne Show 
Shasta McNasty 

Shock Treatment 


Shogun 
Sightings 

Silk Stalkings 
Skellig 

Sky By Day 
Sky One Undun 
Sky Star Search 
Sky Trax 


Skyways 
Small Wonder 


Soldier Soldier 

Something Is Out There 

Son of the Beach 

The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour 

South Park (now on Comedy Central) 

Space: Above and Beyond 

Space Island One 

Space Precinct (1995-2009) (now on CBS Action and ITV4) 
Spartacus 

Speed 

Spellbound 

Springhill 

Spy 

St Elsewhere 

Standoff 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (now on Syfy) 

Star Trek: Enterprise 

Star Trek: The Next Generation (now on Syfy) and CBS Action) 
Star Trek: The Original Series (now on CBS Action) 
Star Trek: Voyager (now on Syfy and CBS Action) 
Stargate Atlantis 

Stargate: Infinity 

Stargate SG-1 

Stargate Universe 

Starlings 

Stingray (and the other TV series by the same title) 
The Strangerers 

Studs 

Suddenly Susan 

The Sullivans 

Summer Uncovered 

The Sun Military Awards 

Sunset Beach 

Superboy 

Superhuman Samurai Syber Squad 

Tabitha 

Tales from the Crypt 

Tarzan: The Epic Adventures 


Taste 

Tattooed Teenage Alien Fighters from Beverly Hills 
teech 

Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 

Terra Nova 

Terry Pratchett's The Colour of Magic 

Terry Pratchett's Going Postal 

Terry Pratchett's Hogfather 

There's Something About Miriam 

Thorne 

Three's Company 

Threshold 

Through the Keyhole (previously on ITV, later on BBC, now back on ITV) 
Thunderbirds 

Time Gentlemen Please 

Titus 

Total Recall 2070 

Touch 

Transformers: Armada 

Tru Calling 

TV Years 

The Tyra Banks Show 

Unsolved Mysteries 

The Untouchables (1959) 

The Untouchables (1993) 

V 

V: The Final Battle 

The Villa 

YRS 

Vroom Vroom 

Walker, Texas Ranger (now on CBS Action) 
Wall of Fame 

The Wanderer 

The Wayans Bros. 

We Can Rebuild You 

Weeds 

Werewolf 

The West Wing 

What about Mimi? 

What-a-Mess (Season 3) 

What's Happening!! 

What's Happening Now!! 

WWE After Burn (now on Sky Sports Action) 
WWE Bottom Line (now on Sky Sports Action) 
WWE Experience (now on Sky Sports Action) 
WWE Heat 

WWE SmackDown! (now on Sky Sports Action) 
WWE Tough Enough 


e WWF Action Zone 

e WWF All-American Wrestling 

e WWF [akked/Metal 

e WWF LiveWire 

e WWF Mania 

e WWF Shotgun Saturday Night 

e WWE Superstars (of Wrestling) 

e WWE Wrestling Challenge 

e The X-Files (now on 5Spike and Paramount Network) 
e Xena: Warrior Princess 

e The Young Doctors 

e You, Me and the Apocalypse 

e Yu-Gi-Oh! (now on Nicktoons) 

e Yu-Gi-Oh! 5D's (only aired the first 14 episodes, moved to CITV) 
e Zoids 

e The Zeta Project 


References 


Sky Two 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 
"Sky 2" redirects here. For the album, see Sky 2 (album). 


Sky Two 
sky 
| 

Launched 9 December 2002; 17 years 
ago 

Owned by Sky 

Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 

Audience share 0.07% (June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom and Ireland 


Formerly called Sky One Mix (2002-04) 
Sky Mix (2004-05) 
Sky 2 (2008-17) 


Sister channel(s) Challenge, 
Pick, 
Sky One, 
Sky Arts, 
Sky Atlantic, 
Sky Cinema, 
Sky Crime, 
Sky News, 
Sky Sports, 
Sky Sports Box Office, 
Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 
Sky Sports Racing, 
Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Website www.sky.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 168 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 160 


Virgin Channel 115 
Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre Channel 10 
IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 304 
| 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Sky Two is a British pay television channel operated by Sky as a sister channel to Sky 
One and Sky Witness. The current channel began broadcasting (as Sky One Mix) in 
December 2002. The 'Sky 2' name and format had earlier been used for a similar 
service which broadcast on analogue platforms for a year from 1996. 


Original channel[edit] 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
(SS challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Sky_ 

Two" - news * newspapers * books « scholar * JSTOR (December 

2009) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Sky 2 


Launched 1 September 1996; 23 years ago 


Closed 31 August 1997; 22 years ago 


Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 


Country United Kingdom, Ireland 


Replaced by National Geographic Channel 


Sister channel(s) Sky 1 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 


Sky Multichannels Astra 1A, 11.303H transponder 7 


The original Sky 2 was a short-lived television channel launched by British Sky 
Broadcasting on 1 September 1996 as a sister channel to Sky One, and which formed 
part of an expanding bouquet of channels in Sky's analogue package around this time, 
including The Computer Channel and Sky Scottish. Sky 2 broadcast from 7:00 PM to 
6:00 AM nightly, timesharing with another new channel, Fox Kids (now Disney XD) in 
daytime. During the time Sky 2 was operating, Sky One was rebranded as 'Sky 1' 
(reverting to 'Sky One' again from 1997 until 2008.) Sky used the launch of the new 
channel and the rebrand of Sky 1 to introduce DOGs, on both channels. 


On its opening night Sky 2 held an X-Files theme night. In addition to programmes 
shared with its parent, the new channel showed exclusive first-run television shows. 
Prominent shows on its schedule included Xena: Warrior 

Princess, Profit, TekWar and Melrose Place. 


Whilst at points the channel reached viewing figures comparable to that of its sister 
channel (such as for the initial episode of Xena: Warrior Princess), it was generally not 
as successful. Sky 2 closed the following year, on the same day as Granada Talk 

TV ended (and the death of Diana, Princess of Wales); the National Geographic 

Channel took over the Sky 2 space until the end of Sky's analogue service in 2001 (from 
1998, NGC had its own broadcast slot on Sky Digital, not timesharing with any other 
service). 


Current channel[edit] 
Branding and presentation[edit] 


Sky One Mix launched on 9 December 2002 as a Sky One sister channel. The channel 
used a logo and presentation design similar to that used by Sky One at the time, but 
with a yellow and black theme as opposed to the orange and white used by Sky One at 
the time. 


Sky One Mix was rebranded Sky Mix in 2004, at the same time as Sky One moved 
away from the orange logo (Sky Mix retained the yellow theme carried over from its 
previous identity, but stripped of any reference to 'Sky One'.) 


In November 2005, in tandem with the launch of Sky Three (now Pick), Sky Mix was 
relaunched as Sky Two and began using Kaktus Films' animated idents in line with 
those introduced on Sky One the prior year. 


On 31 August 2008, the channel adopted a revised branding of Sky 2, when Sky's 
entertainment channels relaunched with numeric names and shared branding elements, 
utilising blue solids (Sky 1), green liquids (Sky 2) and pink particles (Sky 3).!! 


On 1 February 2011, Sky refreshed the presentation on many of its channels. Sky Two's 
new idents would follow along the same themes as Sky One's, but the action is in close- 
up, featuring a small metal '2' icon (in contrast to Sky One's giant '1' symbol). Sky One 
would later switch to programme-themed idents, whilst Sky Two largely continued to 
use the 2011 sequences; in April 2016, when Sky One got new animated identity 
sequences, Sky Two received a revised version of its 2011 films, with a larger Sky Two 
logo caption appearing at the end of the sequence, and the backing music changed to 
that previously used by the Sky One versions of the films. 


Whilst it initially enjoyed a prominent position on the Sky guide close to Sky One, Sky 
Two had since 2011 progressively been moved down the programme guide on the Sky 
satellite platform to make room for other services. In February 2011, to make way for 
the relaunched Sky Living, Sky Two moved to channel 129, previously home to Syfy. On 
21 February 2012, it moved up to 121, previously owned by Sky Living +1. In 2015, with 
the re-combination of Sky Arts into a single channel and its move up the grid, Sky Two 
moved back to 129. And in summer 2017, the relaunch of Sky Sports into genre-based 
channels saw the move of Sky Sports Mix into the entertainment guide, resulting in the 
relocation of other services including Sky Two. On 1 May 2018, Sky Two moved up to 
channel 123 as part of another reshuffling by Sky. It replaced ITV Encore, which closed 
on the same day. On 22 October 2018, the channel moved down to 151, swapping 
places with E!. On 1 October 2019, the channel moved down to 170 following the 
closure of Real Lives and launch of Sky Crime, and moved again to 168 on 19 November 
2019 following the closure of YourTV. 


On 9 October 2017, the branding and presentation on Sky's entertainment channels was 
revised again; as part of this the names Sky One and Sky Two were reintroduced nine 
years after the switch to numerals. Sky Two dropped its previous filmed idents in favour 
of using an animated sting featuring the new channel logo. 


Whereas Sky One has been available in HD since the launch of Sky HD in 2006, both 
Sky Two and Sky Three is currently available in standard-definition only. 


Programming[edit] 


Sky Two is in many ways a catch-up service for Sky's main entertainment channels, Sky_ 
One and Sky Witness, broadcasting their popular shows a few days after their original 
airing. Doing so, Sky Two is described as a time shuffle channel, so called to distinguish 
it from timeshift channels, which rebroadcast their principal channel, delayed by one 
hour. 


Following the closure of the original Sky Real Lives in 2010, some of its factual and 
reality programming was relocated to Sky Two. Following the closure of Bravo in 2011, 
Sky Two adopted some of its programming, particularly in the science-fiction, drama 
and documentary fields. 


Sky One timeshift experiment[edit] 


From 10 May to 9 August 2010, Sky conducted an experimental revision of service, 
under which Sky Two ceased to run its own fulltime programme schedule, and instead 


predominantly operated a one-hour timeshift of programming on Sky One. Sky Two 
would, however, retain standalone branding. A Sky spokesperson said: "We are 
experimenting with different channel schedules to bring maximum value to our 
customers." 


Some programmes were excluded from the timeshift device and replaced by alternate 
content on Sky Two during this period; shows which weren't shown on the time-delay 
included the premiere of Sky One's Terry Pratchett's Going Postal, the station's 
adaptation of the author's Discworld novel. Also not seen on a timeshift basis was the 
final ever episode of Lost, which was aired at 5 am, as a simultaneous being broadcast 
with the US transmission. The last ever episodes of 24 (which Sky showed as a two-part 
finale) also weren't shown an hour later on Sky Two. The non-timeshifted programming 
would often be found an alternative slot on Sky Two ( Terry Pratchett's Going 

Postal would be shown later in the week), essentially making Sky Two a 4seven-style 
‘time shuffle' channel during these periods. 


The timeshift trial concluded on 9 August 2010, with Sky Two reverting to its previous 
scheduling pattern. A full one-hour timeshift of Sky One, as Sky One +1, was introduced 
on 12 November 2012. However, Sky do not currently offer a timeshifted version of Sky 
Two. 


Virgin Media dispute[edit] 


On Thursday 1 March 2007, Virgin Media blacked out Sky's basic channels, 

including Sky One, Sky Two, Sky News, Sky Sports News, Sky Travel and Sky Travel 
Extra, from their cable television services after a dispute between Virgin Media 

and BSkyB caused by the expiry of their carriage agreement and their inability to reach 
a new deal. At midnight, Sky Two was removed, and the name of the station in the 
Virgin EPG was changed to read "Old Sky Two Try Living". On 13 November 2008, 
following the agreement of a new deal Sky Two along with Sky One, Sky News and Sky_ 
Sports News were returned to Virgin Media's television service along with four more Sky 
channels: Sky Real Lives and Sky Real Lives 2 (which had replaced the Sky Travel 
channels on satellite since the dispute began) and Sky Arts 1 and Sky Arts 2, which had 
not previously been offered to cable viewers. 


sky 


"sky 4 


Former logos[edit] 


Sky 2 logo (2008-11) 


Sky 2 logo (2011-17) 
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Sky Arts 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
EN citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
€ challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Sky 

Arts" - news + newspapers ° books - scholar - JSTOR (August 

2010) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Sky Arts 
Launched 1 January 2000; 19 years ago 
Owned by Sky 


Picture format 2160p UHDTV 
(downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


Audience share 0.12% (June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Be Inspired 


Formerly called Artsworld (2000-2007) 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Sky 


Virgin 


Media (UK) 


Virgin 


Challenge, 

Pick, 

Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Atlantic, 

Sky Cinema, 

Sky Crime, 

Sky News, 

Sky Sports, 

Sky Sports Box Office, 
Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 
Sky Sports Racing, 
Sky Witness, 

Sky Comedy 


www.sky.com/arts 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 122 (SD/HD) 


Channel 820 (SD) 


On Demand 


Cable 


Channel 123 


Channel 156 (HD) 


Sky Anytime 


Channel 141 


Media (Ireland) Channel 145 (HD) 


IPIV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 303 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK & Ireland only) 
Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 

Anywhere 


Sky Arts (originally launched as Artsworld) is an art-oriented television channel 
offering 24 hours a day of programmes dedicated to highbrow arts, including theatrical 
performances, movies, documentaries and music (such as opera performances and 
classical and jazz sessions). The channel is available in the United Kingdom 

via Sky, Virgin Media, and TalkTalk TV and in the Republic of Ireland via Sky 

Ireland, Virgin Media Ireland, Vodafone Ireland and eir, included in most basic 
subscription packs, but started life as a premium service requiring an additional 
payment on top of the monthly Sky subscription.!! Sky Arts HD is also available on Sky 
and Virgin Media. 


History[edit] 
Artsworld (2000-07 )[edit] 


In its early days, it was owned and managed by a public partnership (Artsworld 
Channels) including Sir Jeremy Isaacs. However, the channel suffered severe financial 
difficulty. In July 2002, it even staged its own farewell party, only to find emergency 
funding that very evening. In 2003, with a skeleton staff, it was facing closure. At this 
point, Sky stepped in, taking an initial 50% stake. 


Sky subsequently bought out the remaining shareholders (including Isaacs) and in June 
2005 took full control, reducing the staff further, and dropping the channel's premium 
subscription fee shortly afterwards. 60 hours of classic music along with seven full- 
length operas were broadcast each month to help bring in potential new subscribers. 
John Cassy, the channel manager of Artsworld, said: "It is great news for the arts that a 
dedicated cultural channel will be available to millions of households." 


Sky Arts (2007-present)[edit] 


On 1 March 2007, Artsworld became Sky Arts and Artsworld HD became Sky Arts HD. 
{4 This resulted in all of BSkyB's wholly owned channels carrying the Sky name 

(until Pick TV was launched and Virgin Media Television - which included Challenge - 
was acquired). 


From 8 June 2007, Sky Arts introduced a series called Friday Night Hijack. Artists were 
invited to schedule a night of television that reflects their tastes, interests and passions. 
Guests included legendary punk DJ Don Letts, Don McCullin, Saffron Burrows, Anthony 
Horowitz, Malcolm McLaren, Phill Jupitus, Germaine Greer, George Melly and Reggie 
Perrin writer David Nobbs., '#ationneedeat 


Picks included a Franz Ferdinand documentary entitled Rock it to Rio, a concert 
performance by Damon Albarn's new band The Good, the Bad & the Queen as well as 
documentaries and films on Salvador Dali, Andy Warhol, Rachel Whiteread and Elvis 
Costello. This weekly feature was later moved and renamed Sunday Night Hijack. !2. 
needed) Queen concerts and documentaries also air frequently on Sky Arts 1. 


In 2013 Sky Arts launched a painting competition series Portrait Artist of the 

Year presented by Frank Skinner and Joan Bakewell. The series is judged by art 
experts Tai-Shan Schierenberg, Kathleen Soriano and Kate Bryan. Nick Lord won the 
first series and was awarded a commission to paint Hilary Mantel for the British Library. 
sra In 2014 the second series was won by Christian Hook and his portrait of Alan 
Cumming is now part of the Scottish National Portrait Gallery collection. In 2015 Sky 
Arts introduced a development of the competition for landscape painters 

called Landscape Artist of the Yearin association with National Trust. The first series 
was won by Nerine McIntyre and she was awarded a commission to paint the scene 
made famous by John Constable at Flatford. 


On 9 June 2015, Sky Arts 2 closed and merged its content with Sky Arts 1 to form one 
channel. 


Channels[edit] 
Sky Arts[edit] 


Sky Arts (formerly known as Artsworld and Sky Arts 1) focused on the more modern and 
independent side of Sky Arts' programming. Schedules included cutting-edge 
documentaries, cult films, and rock concerts. !t##zzeede but since 9 June 2015 it has also 
featured the high brow programmes from the former Sky Arts 2. At the same time it has 
also removed the "1" from its name as there is no longer a second channel 


Sky Arts 2[edit] 


Sky Arts +1 began broadcasting on 18 August 2008, filling the Performance Channel's 
EPG slot (purchased by Sky) until the full launch of Sky Arts 2 on 20 October 2008. !<t#tioa 
needed This Channel focused on high brow programme and featured classical music, opera, 
dance, fine arts programming and reruns of Tales of the Unexpected. 'stationneeden 


From 30 March to 14 April 2013, Sky Arts 2 was temporarily rebranded as Sky Arts Rieu 
in honour of André Rieu, broadcasting back-to-back concerts by the violinist.2% 


On 9 June 2015, at 06:00 UTC+1 (05:00 UTC), Sky Arts 2 closed after showing its final 
classical music programme followed by promos for the new merged channel. 


Sky Arts HD[edit] 


Artsworld HD was one of the launch channels on Sky HD in 2006. 'st#tiexneede It was a high- 
definition simulcast of Artsworld, and later Sky Arts, showing HD programmes when 
available, and upscaling standard-definition programmes. (dieta needed 


Following the launch of Sky Arts 2, Sky Arts HD showed a mix of programmes in high 
definition from both channels - generally Sky Arts 1 all day on Mondays, Thursdays and 
Sundays and Sky Arts 2 until 7 pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 
switching to Sky Arts 1 from 7 pm onwards on those days. 


On 2 March 2009, Sky Arts HD was split into two channels. Sky Arts 1 HD then broadcast 
from 7 pm to 2 am daily, and Sky Arts 2 HD from 8 am to 7 pm. The standard definition 
channels continued to broadcast a full schedule from 8 am to 2 am. Sky Arts 1 HD also 
broadcast a further hour of HD-only programming called 'Aquariavision' intended to be 
recorded by Sky+ HD owners. 

As of June 2009, both Sky Arts 1 and 2 HD broadcast full-time between 6 am and 2 am. 


[citation needed] 


From 1 March 2010, all Sky Arts channels are broadcasting 24 hours a day. state needed 


An on and off-air brand refresh for all four channels (Sky Arts 1, Sky Arts 1 HD (a 
simulcast), Sky Arts 2 and Sky Arts 2 HD (a simulcast)) was launched on 16 August 
2 0 1 0 : [citation needed] 


On 9 June 2015, at 6 am, Sky Arts 2 HD closed down. 


Sky Arts is currently made up of the following channels: Sky Arts and Sky Arts HD (a 
simulcast). 


Previous life[edit] 


It has been suggested that portions of this section 
«es be split out and merged into the article titled Now (British TV 
channel), which already exists. (Discuss) (October 2018) 


Sky Arts 
Launched 2 December 1990 
Closed 31 December 199224 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 
Picture format 4:3 (576i SDTV) 
Replaced Now 


Availability 


| Satellite | 


Analogue Marcopolo, 11.785 | 


Originally, Sky Arts was planned as a full channel on the Astra 1A satellite at the 
beginning of the Sky Television service back in 1989. Promotional material broadcast 
during the launch indicated the channel would appear later that year along with Disney 
Channel. Neither channel launched at the time, Disney due to disputes with Sky, 
whilst arts programming (such as an early broadcast of the opera 'Carmen') was instead 
broadcast on Sky One. 


Following the merger of British Satellite Broadcasting (BSB) and Sky Television plc to 
form British Sky Broadcasting in 1990,"2! BSkyB replaced the BSB lifestyle 

channel Now with Sky Television's news channel Sky News." However, contracts were 
still in place for some shows intended for the Now channel to be shown by BSkyB. 
BSkyB solved this by occasionally opting out of the regular Sky News service during 
weekends on the Marcopolo satellite (which was owned by BSB prior to the merger and 
which carried Now) and showing the programmes as part of a weekend service entitled 
'Sky Arts'.42261 The service was only seen by former BSB viewers, since Sky Arts did not 
interrupt Sky News on the existing Astra satellite service .!etatien needed 


After all outstanding programmes had been broadcast, the full Sky News service was 
broadcast on both Marcopolo and Astra and Sky Arts ceased to broadcast. !tatioanecdedt 
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Sky Atlantic 


sly atlantic 


Launched 1 February 2011; 8 years ago 
Owned by Sky 
Picture 576i (16:9/4:3) (SDTV) 
forinzt 1080i (HDTV) 
Audience 0.31% 
share 0.02% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 
Slogan The Home of World Class Television#/The 
Home of HBO%/Let The Stories Begin 
Country United Kingdom 
Ireland 
Language English 
Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 


Ireland 


Replaced Channel One 


Sister Challenge, 
channel(s) Pick, 

Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Cinema, 

Sky Crime, 

Sky News, 

Sky Sports, 

Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Timeshift Sky Atlantic +1 


service 
Website skyatlantic.sky.com 
Availability 
Satellite 
| 
Sky Channel 108 (SD/HD) 
Channel 208 (+1) 
Channel 808 (SD) 
On Demand 
Streaming media 
| 
| Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Sky Atlantic is a British pay television channel owned by Sky Limited. The channel is 
primarily dedicated to imported programmes from the United States, and holds the 
domestic rights to HBO and Showtime programming, along with other original series. 


Background[edit] 


Sky Atlantic launched on 1 February 2011 on Sky in the United Kingdom and Ireland. mew 


Sky Atlantic is available in both standard definition and high definition, the latter on Sky 
Atlantic HD. Stuart Murphy extended his responsibilities to become director of 
programmes for Sky One, Sky Two, Pick and Sky Atlantic. On 5 May 2011, Elaine Pyke, 
the head of drama at Sky, was promoted to director of Sky Atlantic, reporting to 
Murphy.“ 


Programmes on the channel are also offered to Sky customers via on-demand channels 
including the On Demand and Sky Go services and Now TV. Both BT TV and Virgin 
Media had held talks with Sky over the new channel but have been unable to agree a 
carriage deal, in Virgin's case due to pricing. 


It was announced on 25 October 2010 that Sky Atlantic would launch on Sky channel 
108, which was previously occupied by Sky 3. Sky Atlantic also utilises the HD swap 
bouquet system developed by Sky, which switches SD channels with HD channels for 
HD Pack subscribers, meaning Sky Atlantic HD is on channel 108 and the standard 
definition version appears on channel 808,09 


Sky Atlantic +1[edit] 


A one-hour timeshift of Sky Atlantic started broadcasting on 20 September 2012 on 
channel 173.“ It moved to channel 170 on 9 June 2015 as part of a reshuffle which also 
included the closure of Sky 3D, Sky Livingit becoming Real Lives and Sky Arts 1 and Sky 
Arts 2 merging to become simply Sky Arts. It moved to channel 217 on 18 July 2017 as 
part of the Sky Sports reshuffle which included Sky Sports Mix moving to entertainment, 
and again to 208 on 1 May 2018 as part of Sky's major EPG reshuffle due to Sky Atlantic 
being channel 108. 


Programming[edit] 


Sky Atlantic relies heavily on screenings of US television programmes, with 50% of all 
programming coming from HBO.!2 Although the channel mainly screens dramas, there 
are blocks in the schedule dedicated to comedies and movies™ The launch of Sky 
Atlantic followed the broadcaster's £150m," five-year deal to buy exclusive UK and 
Irish TV rights to HBO's entire archive, new HBO programming and a first-look deal on 
all co-productions.2& 


In January 2016, Sky expanded the portfolio shown on Atlantic, after purchasing 
exclusive rights to Showtime programming; however, Sky does not have rights to all 
Showtime programmes, as some of the shows are aired on Channel 4. 


First run US programmesf[edit] 


e Ballers 
e Barry 


e Big Little Lies 


e Billions 
e Boardwalk Empire 


e The Brink 
e Camping 

e Crashing 

e The Deuce 
e Divorce 

e Euphoria 


e Game of Thrones 
e Hello Ladies 

e Mosaic 

e Ray Donovan 

e Silicon Valley 

e Succession 

e True Detective 

e Westworld 

e Watchmen 

e Veep 


Original programming[edit] 


e 1992 
e Britannia 
e Camping 


e Chernobyl - Co-production with HBO 
e Das Boot 
e Fortitude 


e Hit & Miss 
e Hunderby 


e The Last Panthers 
e Mr. Sloane 

e Patrick Melrose 

e Penny Dreadful 


e Riviera 

e Save Me 

e Sallv4Ever 
e Tin Star 


e The New Pope (late 2019) 
e The Tunnel 


e The Young Pope 
Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched programmes on Sky Atlantic (all of them 
being episodes of Game of Thrones), based on Live +7 data supplied by BARB up to 20 


May 2019.24 The number of viewers does not include repeats or Irish ratings. 
Additionally, all of these episodes were the most viewed programme of the week on 
non-terrestrial television in the UK. Game of Thrones is Sky's most popular show.22 


Programme 


Game of 
Thrones 


References[edit] 


Episode 


8.04 - The Last of the Starks 


8.02 - A Knight of the Seven 
Kingdoms 


8.05 - The Bells 


8.06 - The Iron Throne 


8.03 - The Long Night 


8.01 - Winterfell 


7.07 - The Dragon and the 
Wolf 


7.01 - Dragonstone 


7.05 - Eastwatch 


7.03 - The Queen's Justice 


Number of 
Viewers 


4,983,910 
4,380,834 


3,535,000 
3,487,000 


3,420,000 
3,263,000 


6 May 2019 


22 April 
2019 

13 May 
2019 

20 May 
2019 

29 April 
2019 

15 April 
2019 

28 August 
2017 

17 July 2017 


14 August 
2017 
31 july 2017 


1. ^ Jump up to:? 4 "Sky Atlantic: The Home of World Class Television". British Sky 
Broadcasting. 23 December 2010. 


16. 


17. 
18. 


External links[edit] 


^ "Sky Atlantic UK". British Sky Broadcasting. YouTube. 23 December 2010. 


^ Jump up to:? 2 "Sky Atlantic HD is new home of HBO & Mad Men". British Sky 
Broadcasting. 1 October 2010. 

^ "Sky Atlantic to launch today". RTE News. 1 February 2011. Retrieved 1 February 2011. 
^ "Sky to launch Sky Atlantic channel". Digital Spy. 1 October 2010. 

^ Sweney, Mark (5 May 2011). "BSkyB promotes Elaine Pyke to Sky Atlantic director". 
London: The Guardian. 

* "Rivals miss out as Sky launches Atlantic channel". London: The Independent. 6 
January 2011. 

^ "Virgin Media to miss out on Sky Atlantic". Digital Spy. 4 February 2011. 

^ "Sky confirms strengthened entertainment line-up". British Sky Broadcasting. 25 
October 2010. Retrieved 25 October 2010. 


. ^ "Sky Atlantic to launch next month". Digital Spy. 5 January 2011. 
. ^ "Sky Atlantic +1 launching, September 20th". imediamonkey. 4 September 2012. 


Archived from the original on 3 February 2014. 


. ^ Baker, Matt (31 January 2011). "BSkyB bets on Sky Atlantic to boost subscriber 


numbers". London: The Guardian. 


. ^ "Welcome to Sky Atlantic HD" (PDF). Sky Media. 16 November 2010. 
. ^ "Programme Information Highlights; February Sky Atlantic" (PDF). Sky Programme 


Information. 21 December 2010. 


.  Sweney, Mark (1 October 2010). "BSkyB to launch Sky Atlantic". London: 


guardian.co.uk. 

^ "Sky agrees output deal to become the UK home of HBO". British Sky Broadcasting. 29 
July 2010. 

^ “Four-screen dashboard | BARB". www.barb.co.uk. Retrieved 25 July 2017. 


^ "Game of Thrones most popular Sky series ever with 5m viewers". The Guardian. 6 July 
2016. Retrieved 9 May 2019. 


e Official website 


Sky Crime 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article relies largely or entirely on a 
single source. Relevant discussion may be found on 


ee the talk page. Please help improve this article by 
introducing citations to additional sources. 


Find sources: "Sky 
Crime" - news • newspapers - books - scholar - JSTOR (August 2019) 


Launched 1 October 2019; 2 months ago 


Sky Crime 


sky crime 


Owned by Sky 


Picture format 2160p UHDTV 
(downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


Audience TBC 


share 


Replaced Real Lives 


Sister Challenge, 
channel(s) Pick, 

Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 

Sky Witness, 

Sky Cinema, 

Sky News, 

Sky Sports, 

Sky Sports F1, 

Sky Sports News, 

Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Box Office, 
Sky Comedy 
Timeshift Sky Crime +1 
service 
Availability 


Satellite 


Sky 


Virgin Media 


(UK) 


Virgin 
Media (Ireland) 


TalkTalk TV 


Sky Go 


Now TV 


Virgin TV 
Anywhere 


Sky Crime is a British pay television channel owned and operated by Sky, a division 
of Comcast. The channel launched on 1 October 2019.! 


The channel launched at 12:00 on 1 October 2019, replacing Real Lives which had 
ceased broadcasting at 06:00 that day. A looped advert for the new channel was aired 
between 06:00 and 12:00, with the first programme on Sky Crime being How / Caught 


the Killer. 


Sky Crime broadcasts shows from Oxygen, HBO, Jupiter Entertainment and Woodcut 


Channel 121 (SD/HD) 
Channel 221 (+1) 
Channel 819 (SD) 
Cable 
Channel 135 (HD) 
Channel 136 


Channel 207 (+1) 


Channel 158 


IPIV 


Channel 305 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK and Ireland) 


Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Watch live (UK only) 
Watch live (Ireland) 


Media broadcasting crime dramas." 


Programming[edit] 


Sky Crime broadcasts": 


e Howl Caught The Killer 

e Murders That Shocked the Nation 

e Snapped 

e /Love You, Now Die 

e The Disappearance of Susan Cox Powell 
e In Defense Of 

e A Wedding and a Murder 

e Kemper on Kemper 

e Britain's Most Evil Killers 


e Road Wars 
e Brit Cops 


e Stop Search Seize 
e Border Security: Canada's Front Line 


See also[edit] 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
e Sky Krimi, a crime-themed German television channel operated by Sky plc as a part 
of its Germany and Austria portfolio. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:24< "Sky to launch Sky Crime and Sky Comedy". Sky. Retrieved 25 
August 2019. 


External links[edit] 


e Sky Crime at sky.com 


Sky Witness 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
(Redirected from Sky Witness (TV channel)) 
Jump to navigationJump to search 
For the Mayan city ruler, see Sky Witness (ruler). 


Sky Witness 


sky witness 


Launched 1 September 1993; 26 years ago 


Owned by Sky 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


Formerly 


called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


2160p UHDTV 
(downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


0.46% 
0.04% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


UK Living 

(1993-1997) 

Living 

(1997-2004, 2007-2011) 
LIVINGtv 

(2004-2007) 

Sky Living 

(2011-2018) 


Challenge, 

Pick, 

Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 

Sky Cinema, 

Sky Crime, 

Sky News, 

Sky Sports, 

Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 
Sky Sports Racing, 
Sky Box Office, 
Sky Comedy 


Sky Witness +1 


service 


Website https://www.sky.com/watch/channel/ 


sky-witness 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 107 (HD) 


Channel 207 (+1) 


Channel 807 (SD) 


On Demand 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 111 (HD) 


(UK) Channel 112 (SD) 
Channel 180 (+1) 
Sky Anytime 
Virgin Channel 124 (SD) 
Media (Irelan Channel 125 (+1) 
d) Channel 144 (HD) 


WightFibre Channel 71 (SD) 
Channel 62 (+1) 


IPTV 


Freewire Channel 140 


TalkTalk TV Channel 302 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK, Ireland and EU) 


Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) Watch 
Anywhere live (Ireland) 


Sky Witness (formerly Living then Sky Living) is a British pay 

television channel owned and operated by Sky, a division of Comcast. The channel's 
programming was originally aimed mainly at women and young adults. More recently, 
with shows such as CS/: Crime Scene Investigation, Boston Legal and The Blacklist, the 
channel has broadened its audience reach to a wider range of demographics, including 
men aged 18-45. 


History[edit] 


UK Living began broadcasting on 1 September 1993, as part of the Sky_ 

Multichannels network. It was originally owned by a three way partnership; 

former ITV London franchise holder Thames Television, Tele-Communications Inc. and 
fellow cable communications company Cox Enterprises, with a budget of £25million. 

w The channel was mainly aimed at women aged between 25 and 45, broadcasting 
films, dramas, chat shows and soap operas. Most of its original programming came from 
the programme libraries of Thames Television and the BBC. A unique aspect was the 
repeats of programmes such as Kilroy, Anne and Nick, and Floyd, which were all shown 
within a week of being transmitted on mainstream television. 


By January 1994, Flextech (later known as Virgin Media Television and Living TV Group), 
took over TCl's shares in UK Living as part of a deal between the two companies2=! 


By 1996, Telewest's Flextech division gained full control, after buying out the now- 
defunct Thames and Cox Enterprises.“&5 Shortly afterwards the channel moved away 
from its reliance of BBC programming, and increase its output of American 
programming. 


In 1997, when the BBC and Flextech launched the UKTV Network: UK Style, UK_ 
Horizons and UK Arena, it was decided that UK Living would remain a separate channel. 
As such, it had to remove the 'UK' branding to avoid being confused with the UKTV 
services; thus UK Living became Living. 


Sky ownership[edit] 


BSkyB announced on 25 October 2010, that Living would be rebranded as Sky Living in 
early 2011 and moving EPG positions on Sky from channel 112 to 107, between Sky_ 
One and Sky Atlantic, to improve their entertainment line-up. As part of an attempt to 
appeal more to men, the channel's pink branding was replaced by a blue and silver logo 
in September 2013.2 


On 8 June 2018, Sky announced that the channel would be rebranded as Sky 
Witness on 6 August 2018, bringing an end to the Living brand after 25 years. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Sky Witness 


The most watched shows on the channel are The Blacklist, Elementary and The Enfield 
Haunting. 


The channel has also aired Yvette Fielding's Most Haunted and Most Haunted Live!, in 
which Fielding and the team, that at one point included medium Derek Acorah, 
investigate haunted locations in the UK and abroad. The show had brought some of the 
channel's biggest ratings to date. 


In 2001, the channel helped to launch a whole new genre of paranormal programming 
with such shows as Crossing Over with John Edward, 6ixth Sense with Colin Fry, Scream 
Team, Jane Goldman Investigates, Dead Famous, I'm Famous and Frightened! and Most 
Haunted, which continued to be popular.w 


The channel has also launched a number of successful US television shows in the UK 
market. Past successes include Charmed, Will & Grace, Queer Eye for the Straight 

Guy, Miss Match, Joan of Arcadia, CSI, and Just Shoot Me!. At present, the channel 
currently has first run UK rights to Boston Legal, Criminal Minds, Blindspot, Grey's 
Anatomy, Ghost Whisperer, The L Word, Men in Trees and the Australian comedy Kath & 
Kim. In 2008, the channel also debuted the first seasons of Army Wives, Lipstick Jungle, 
and Viva Laughiin. 


Brian Dowling was put forward as one of the public figures to represent the channel - by 
presenting programming including Celebrity Extra, Trolley Dollies, and a spin-off to l'm 
Famous and Frightened!. However, in recent years, he has been mostly absent from the 
channel apart from the occasional Celebrity Extra presenting duties. Instead, fellow Big 
Brother contestant Jade Goody became the channel's newest public face, with three 
different shows devoted to her life, Jade's Salon, Just Jade and Jade's PA, but in January 
2007, she was dropped due to the racism row on Celebrity Big Brother. In 2009, when 
Jade discovered that she had terminal cancer, the channel acquired the exclusive rights 
to film a documentary through her final days followed by the show producing two-hour- 
long tribute shows a week after her death followed by a further two tribute shows in 
2010 and 2011. 


To continue the list of reality TV stars hosting programmes, Jodie Marsh announced that 
she would be presenting a new programme called Get A Life starting on 1 March 2007. 
However, the channel announced that the show was to be cancelled and discussions got 
underway as to whether the remaining four episodes would be aired.“ 


The channel announced in February 2007 that Abigail Clancy, the runner up of Britain's 
Next Top Model (cycle 2), signed a deal with the channel to make a new reality show 
with Janice Dickinson as her mentor, on trying to crack into America. [letten needed 


The channel announced in June 2010 that model Katie Price had signed a £5 million, 2- 
year contract to make and broadcast Series 3 and 4 of her fly-on-the-wall show, What 
Katie Did Next, after turning down a weaker offer from rival channel ITV2 to continue 
making further series of the show. This was the first time that her show was broadcast 
in HD.“ 


Current US programming[edit] 


e 9-1-1 
e Blindspot 


Blue Bloods 
Chicago Fire 
Chicago Med 
Criminal Minds 
e Elementary 

e FBI 


e For The People 
e The Good Doctor 


Grey's Anatomy (moved from Channel 5) 
How to Get Away With Murder (moved from Universal Channel) 


Instinct 


Madam Secretary 
The Rookie 
Station 19 


Law and Order:SVU (moved from Universal TV) 


Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched programmes on Sky Witness, based on 
Live +7 data supplied by BARB up to 9 April 2017.42 The number of viewers does not 
include repeats or airings on +1. 


Ran 


k Programme 
T 
The Enfield 
2 7 
Haunting 
3 
4 The Blacklist 


5 Elementary 


6 The Blacklist 


Episode 


1.01 - Episode One 


1.02 - Episode Two 


1.03 - Episode Three 


1.06 - "Gina Zanetakos" 


2.04 - "Poison Pen" 


1.04 - "The Stewmaker" 


Viewer 


Date 


3 May 2015 


10 May 2015 


17 May 2015 


8 October 2013 


12 November 
2013 


25 October 


00 2013 


7 Flemeniar 1.02 - "While You Were 1,119,0 | 30 October 
y Sleeping" 00 2012 
; R P 1,117,0 | 1 December 
8 Blindspot 1.02 - "A Stray Howl 00 2015 
9 1.14 - "The Deductionist" esa 19 March 2013 
Elementar 2.06 - "An Unnatural 1,099,0 | 26 November 
y Arrangement" 00 2013 
10 


1,099,0 |22 October 


2.01 - Step Nine 00 2013 


Sky Witness in Ireland[edit] 


Sky Witness is also available in Ireland via Sky Ireland and Virgin Media Ireland. The 
Irish opt-out feed features localised advertising and sponsorship. The channel has been 
further trying to appeal to the Irish market with outdoor advertising in urban areas. 
Previously, Irish television channel TV3 were in charge of overseeing the Irish 
advertising, but Sky Media Ireland now operates the Irish opt-out feed.=5 


The same Sky Witness schedule, shown in both the UK and Ireland, also includes a 
selection of documentary programming from both the Irish Broadcasters, RTE and 
TV3/Virgin Media Television Ireland (the Irish broadcaster now owned by the cable tv 
company of the same name in Ireland, not to be confused with the earlier Flextech 
version of Virgin Media Television). Also there is some independently produced series, 
some commissioned directly by Sky, focusing on Ireland's various emergency services, 
medical, and certain Government of Ireland agencies, such as the Revenue 
Commissioners. The selection is similar to the genres focusing on other countries 
equivalent agencies, also shown on Sky Witness. 


Broadcasting[edit] 


Living launched its website in 2001 as livingtv.co.uk, prior to the channel being 
renamed LivingTV in early 2002. This was initially represented on-screen by the 
addition of the letters 'TV' to the established logo. In a 2004 branding relaunch, the way 
the name was displayed changed to LIVINGtv. 


In a further change in 2007, the channel name reverted from LIVINGtv back 
to LIVING (still officially spelt all in capitals, though some media write the name in 


normal case). In 2009, the idents were changed to a 3D logo, with glass on the side of 
the 'L' in either pink or blue. Other idents show the logo covered in paint, while Livingit 
adopted a slightly different appearance. 


On Demand[edit] 


The channel has an on demand service which is available on satellite and cable. It offers 
access to a number of shows which viewers may have missed first time around. 


On demand content was added to BT Vision's library on 15 January 2009. 38 hours of 
programming from six of the channel's shows; Extreme: Skinny Celebrities, Dirty 
Dancing, Living with the Cheeky Girls, Ibiza 2008 and Most Haunted were available from 
launch. Subscribers to BT Vision taking the TV and Value Packs were able to access the 
content with no additional cost; others were able to view it on a pay per view basis with 
prices starting at 77p.29 Programming was removed from BT Vision on 13 January 2010. 
an 


The channel's on-demand offering was revamped during Autumn 2009 as Living Player 
on Virgin Media.“® Living Player offered dedicated seven-day catch-up on shows such 
as Ghost Whisperer and Grey's Anatomy, as well as hours of archive content previously 
shown on the channel. Living Player was available on PCs, and the player also offered 
HD programming for free to all customers on the Virgin Media's XL TV package. Original 
commissions were to be made available longer term.24 


Living +2[edit] 


Living +2, a two-hour timeshift of the channel ran from 1 April 2009, after 
replacing Trouble, until 1 July 2010, ahead of the launch of Living Loves. 


Sky Witness HD[edit] 


On 12 June 2009, Virgin Media managing director Johnny Webb revealed that a high- 
definition version of the channel would be rolled out during 2009 as part of a cross- 
platform strategy to boost the channel's brand and said that taking it into HD was "an 
absolute priority", to kickstart a HD roll-out of all of the Virgin Media Television 
channels. 


On 13 August 2009, Virgin Media added a placeholder for Living HD on channel 110, 
however it only showed a static 'coming soon' slate.22 A standard-definition preview was 
added on 20 August 2009. 


The channel launched on 6 October 2009 exclusively on Virgin Media.24 The channel 
shows programming such as Criminal Minds, CSI, Ghost Whisperer and Wonder 
Woman in HD and is "a significant step forward in Virgin Media Television's cross- 
platform entertainment strategy".125! 


On 2 September 2010, it launched on Sky channel 224.21 


On 1 February 2011, the Living HD channel was relaunched as Sky Living HD. It now 
broadcasts on channel 107 for Sky+ HD customers with the HD channel swap. It 
continues to broadcast on Virgin Media, although, since July 2014, its channel number 
has changed. 


See also[edit] 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 


e Sky Krimi, a crime-themed German television channel operated by Sky plc as a part 
of its Germany and Austria portfolio. 
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External links[edit] 


e Sky Witness at sky.com 


List of programmes broadcast by Sky 
Witness 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article relies largely or entirely ona 

single source. Relevant discussion may be found on the talk 
page. Please help improve this article by 

introducing citations to additional sources. 

Find sources: "List of programmes broadcast by Sky 

Witness" - news " newspapers « books * scholar * JSTOR (June 2018) 


This is a list of television shows broadcast by Sky Witness in the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. The schedule for Sky Witness currently consists of a mixture of 
American drama and factual programming. The channel is pitched towards a female 
audience, but has in recent years changed that position to include males. 


Current programming[edit] 


e 9-1-1 

e  Blindspot 

e Blue Bloods 

e Chicago Fire 

e Chicago Med (moved from Universal TV) 
e Chicago PD (moved from 5USA) 

e Criminal Minds 

e Elementary 

e FBI 

e For The People 

e The Good Doctor 

e Grey's Anatomy (moved from Channel 5) 
e How to Get Away with Murder (moved from Universal TV) 
e Law and Order 

e Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 

e Instinct 

e Madam Secretary 

e The Rookie 

e The InBetween 

e Station 19 


Former programming[edit) 


e 21 f/ump Street 

è gee 

e The A-Team 

e Abbey & Janice: Beauty & The Beast 
e Ace Crawford, Private Eye 

e Adam-12 

e The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet 


The Adventures of Superman 
Agony Hour 

Alice 

The Amazing Race 

Amen 

America's Next Top Model 
Archie Bunker's Place 
Army Wives 

The Bachelor USA 

Bad Girls Club 

Barbary Coast 

Baretta 

Barney Miller 

Benson 

Best of the West 

The Betty White Show 
The Beverly Hillbillies 

The Biggest Loser (British version) 
The Birth of the Spice Girls 
The Blacklist (moved to Sky 1) 
Blood Ties 

Blow Out 

The Bob Newhart Show 
Body of Evidence 

Bonanza 

Bones 

Boston Legal 

Break with the Boss 
Brookside 

Britain's Next Top Model 
Burke's Law 

The Burns and Allen Show 
Campus Ladies 

Canada's Next Top Model 
Cannon 

Car 54, Where Are You? 
Carol Burnett and Friends 
The Catch 

Catchword 

Celebrity Extra 

Charles in Charge 
Charmed 

Chasing Farrah 

CHiPs 


Chuck (moved to Netflix after one season) 


Close to Home 
Cold Case 
The Comeback 


Conviction 

Crosswits 

CSI 

The Cut 

Da Vinci's Inquest 

Dallas 

Daniel Boone 

The Danny Thomas Show 

Dead Famous 

Dennis the Menace 

Derek Acorah's Ghost Towns 

Desi Rascals (moved to Sky1 after one series) 
The Detectives Starring Robert Taylor 
Dharma & Greg 


The Dick Van Dyke Show 
Diet on the Dancefloor 


A Different World 

Diff'rent Strokes 

Dirty Cows 

Dirty Dancing: The Time of Your Life 


Dog and Cat 
The Donna Reed Show 


Dracula 
Dragnet 


Dynasty 
The Ed Sullivan Show 


Eight Is Enough 
Emergency! 

The Enfield Haunting 
Exposed 

Extreme Makeover 
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
F Troop 

The Facts of Life 
Falcon Crest 
Fantasy Island 
Father Knows Best 
Fernwood 2nite 

The Flip Wilson Show 
The Flying Nun 
Futurama 

Get Smart 

Ghost Whisperer 
Gidget 

Gilligan's Island 
Gomer Pyle, U.S.M.C. 
Good Morning with Anne and Nick 
Growing Pains 


Hannibal 

The Hairdresser 

The Hardy Boys/Nancy Drew Mysteries 
Haunting Evidence 

Have Gun, Will Travel 

Hazel 

High School Reunion 

Hill Street Blues 

Home and Away 

The Honeymooners 

Hot in Cleveland 

Hunter 

| Pity the Fool 

I'm Famous and Frightened! 
Jade Changed My Life 

Jade's Salon 

The Janice Dickinson Modeling Agency (series 2) 
Joan of Arcadia 

Joanie Loves Chachi 

Julia 

Just Shoot Me! 

Justice 

Kath & Kim 

Kilroy 

Knight Rider 

Knots Landing 

Kojak 

Lassie 

Law & Order True Crime 
Leave It to Beaver 

Lipstick Jungle 

Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
Loose Lips 

Lost in Space 

Love American Style 

The Love Boat 

The Lucy Show 

Mama's Family 

Mannix 

The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis 
Marcus Welby, M.D. 

Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman 
The Mary Tyler Moore Show 
Maude 

Mayberry RFD 

McHale's Navy 

Melrose Place 

Men in Trees 


Miss Match 

Mister Ed 

The Monkees 

Moonlight 

Mork & Mindy 

Mount Pleasant (2011, 2015-present on Sky1, 2012-2014 on Sky Living) 
Murphy Brown 

My First Time 

My Three Sons 

Nashville (moved from E4) 
Nero Wolfe 

Newhart 

The Odd Couple 

Outback Jack 


Outrageous Home Videos 
Paranormal Egypt 

The Partridge Family 
Peak Practice 

Perfect Strangers 

Pete's PA 

Petticoat Junction 

Phyllis 

Police Woman 

Private Practice 

The Psychic Detective 
Psychic Investigators 
Quantum Leap 

Queer Eye for the Straight Guy 
RSPCA Animal Rescue 
The Rat Patrol 

Ready, Steady, Cook 
reLIVINGtv 

Rescue 911 

Retail Therapy 

Rhoda 

Ricki Lake 

Ringer 

Room 222 

Roseanne 

Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In 
Sanford and Son 

Scandal (moved from More4) 
SceneOne 

Scream Team 

Second City TV 

The Secret Circle 
Sensing Murder 

Shades of Blue 


e Shane 

e Showbiz Moms and Dads 

e Solve Your Murder! 

e The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour 

e Sports Kids' Moms and Dads 

e St. Elsewhere 

e Stalker 

e Starsky & Hutch 

e Supernatural (moved to E4 after 4 seasons) 


e Tabitha 

e Teen Wolf 
e Tempestt 
e That Girl 


e That's What I'm Talking About 
e The Three Stooges 

e Tiny Living 

e To the Manor Bowen 

e Too Close for Comfort 

e Top Chef 

e Tori & Dean: Inn Love 

e Total Recall 2070 

e Trivial Pursuit 

e The Truth About the Harry Quebert Affair 
e Turnabout 

e Twin Peaks 

e The Underdog Show 

e Unforgettable 

e Veronica Mars (moved to E4 after 2 seasons) 
e WKRP in Cincinnati 

e The Waltons 

e Welcome Back Kotter 

e What's Happening!! 

e What's Happening Now!! 

e When Chefs Attack 

e The X Files 


References 


Sky Cinema 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the film channels in the UK and Ireland. For other uses, see Sky 
Cinema (disambiguation). 


“Sky Movies" redirects here. For the channels in New Zealand, see Sky Movies (New 


Zealand). 


Sky Cinema 


sky cinema 


Launched 5 February 1989; 30 years ago 
Owned by Sky 


Picture format 2160p UHDTV 


(downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


Audience 0.13% (Action) 

share 0.07% (Comedy) 
0.07% (Thriller) 
0.13% (Disney) 
0.06% (Drama) 
0.11% (Family) 
0.17% (Greats) 
0.1% (Hits) 
0.21% (Premiere) 
0.02% (Premiere +1) 
0.08% (Sci-Fi & Horror) 
0.04% (Select) (June 2019, BARB) 


Formerly Sky Movies (1989-2016) 

called 

Replaced The Power Station on the BSB service 
Sister Challenge, 


channel(s) Pick, 


Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 

Sky Crime, 

Sky News, 

Sky Sports, 

Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Witness, 

Sky Comedy 
Website www.sky.com/skycinema 

Availability 
Satellite 

| Sky Channels 301-312 (SD/HD) 

Channels 842-852 (SD) 

On Demand 

Cable 

| Virgin Channels 401, 403-412 (HD) 
Media (UK) Channel 402 (SD +1) 

On Demand 
| 
Virgin Channels 301-309, 318, 320, 321 


Media (Ireland) Channels 331-341 (HD) 


IPTV 


| TalkTalk TV Channels 501-511 (SD) 


On Demand 


BT Channels 501-511 (SD) 
On Demand 
Eir Vision Channels 301, 303-312 (SD) 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK & Ireland only) 
Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


Sky Cinema (formerly Sky Movies) is a group of British pay television film channels 
owned by Sky, a division of Comcast. They have over 5 million subscribers on 
subscription TV as of 2006." In the UK, Sky Cinema channels currently broadcast on 
the Sky satellite and Virgin Media cable platforms, and in addition Sky Cinema on 


demand content are available through these as well as via Now TV, BT TV and TalkTalk 
TV. 


In 2016, Sky rebranded its television film channel operations under one single Sky 
Cinema branding: on 8 July 2016, the channels in the UK and Ireland were rebranded 
from Sky Movies to Sky Cinema; on 22 September in Germany and Austria, the Sky 
Cinema brand (originally used for the flagship channel) was extended to the German 
channels in the group formerly known as Sky Film; the Italian Sky Cinema 

channels followed suit on 5 November by adopting the brand packages introduced in 
the UK and Ireland earlier. 


History[edit] 
1989-98: Early years[edit] 


Sky Movies was originally a single film channel offered as part of Sky's original 4- 
channel package on the Astra 1A satellite on 5 February 1989 stationneecen The first film 
shown on the channel was 1987's Dirty Dancing, starring Jennifer Grey and Patrick 
Swayze. idarification needed! Prior to its launch, Sky Movies signed first-run deals with 20th 


Century Fox, Paramount Pictures, Warner Bros. Domestic Pay TV, Cable and Network 
Features, Columbia Pictures Entertainment, Orion Pictures and Buena Vista Distribution 


Co [citation needed] 


After one year of broadcasting free-to-air, in February 1990, it became the first Sky 
channel to scramble its signal, using a card-encryption system called VideoCrypt which 


rendered the picture totally obscured to anyone attempting to view it without a decoder 
and smart card tcitation neededì 


When Sky merged with rival British Satellite Broadcasting, it acquired BSB's The Movie 
Channel. With the launch of the second Astra satellite (Astra 1B) on 15 April 1991, The 
Movie Channel become part of the Sky package. The first film shown was 1989’s /ndiana 
Jones and the Last Crusade, starring Harrison Ford and Sean Connery !2tication 

needed Similarly, Sky Movies was made available to viewers on BSB's old satellite on 8 April 
1991, replacing the music channel The Power Station. From the re-launch of the channel 
under BSkyB, The Movie Channel's ident was made by Pacific Data Images and heavily 
based on NBC's film opening used from 1987 to 1993) (derfication needed 


During 1991, Sky Movies started broadcasting for 24 hours per day. For a time in the 
early 1990s, the channel carried various non-film premium content such as live boxing, 
music concerts and World Wrestling Federation. This was because at this time all of 
Sky's other channels, including Sky Sports, were shown free-to-air and during this 
period, the channel was often referred to as Sky Movies Plus. When Sky Sports first 
became a pay channel on 1 September 1992, Sky Movies stopped showing non-movie 
related programming. !«tatioen neededì 


On 1 October 1992, The Comedy Channel was replaced by Sky Movies Gold, a "classic 
movies" channel. It was added as a three-channel Sky Movies 
package. Rocky (starring Sylvester Stallone) was the first film shown on the network. 


The two main channels were rebranded under a common brand on 1 November 1997. 
Sky Movies became Sky Movies Screen 1 and the Movie Channel became Sky Movies 
Screen 2.4 


1998-2003: The Digital era[edit] 


After a rebrand on 10 September 1998, Sky Movies Screen 1 became Sky MovieMax, 
Sky Movies Screen 2 became Sky Premier, and Sky Movies Gold was renamed Sky 
Cinema." 


The launch of Sky Digital from the new Astra 28.2°E satellite position on 1 October 1998 
was accompanied by a major expansion of channels. Sky Premier and Sky MovieMax 
both added three multiplex channels each (Sky Premier 2 to 4 and Sky MovieMax 2 to 
4), Sky Cinema launched Sky Cinema 2, and additionally, Sky Premier Widescreen - at 
the time, the only channel devoted to showing widescreen films - all launched 
exclusively on digital satellite. !ctetien needs On 15 November 1998, Sky MovieMax and Sky 
Premier launched on the ONdigital terrestrial platform. On 1 October 1999, Sky 
MovieMax 5 was launched. 


1 July 2002 saw yet another re-branding exercise. The Sky Premier channels were 
renamed Sky Movies Premier, the Sky MovieMax channels became Sky Movies Max and 
the Sky Cinema channels became Sky Movies Cinema.“ 


Eventually in June 2003, Sky listened to demands for more widescreen films. The Sky 
Movies Premier Widescreen channel was closed and the majority of films on the 
remaining channels were shown in widescreen.22 


2003-07: Rebrand[edit] 


On 1 November 2003, the Sky Movies Premier and Sky Movies Max channels were all 
brought under one banner as simply Sky Movies 1 to 9. At the same time, Sky Movies 
Cinema 1 and 2 became Sky Cinema 1 and 2.24 


Sky Movies along with numerous other channels became available to watch via Sky 
Mobile TV in 2005, in partnership with Vodafone.“ 


From 30 January 2006, Sky Movies 9 and the new Sky Movies 10 started broadcasting 
from 5 pm to 3 am. They were PIN-protected, meaning that for the first time 15 

rated films were able to be shown as early as 5 pm. With the launch of Sky HD, the two 
channels were also available in a high definition format." 


2007-16: Sky Movies goes categorised[edit] 


From 4 April 2007, Sky Movies channels were revamped with each channel covering a 
different genre. Sky Cinema 1 and 2 merged to become Sky Movies Classics.” The 
names of the new channels became Sky Movies Premiere, Sky Movies Premiere +1, Sky 
Movies Comedy, Sky Movies Action & Thriller, Sky Movies Family, Sky Movies Drama, 
Sky Movies Classics, Sky Movies Sci-Fi & Horror, Sky Movies Modern Greats, Sky Movies 
Indie, Sky Movies HD1 and Sky Movies HD2. Three of the HD channels have launched 
already before the other, iataticr needed 


Sky later made Sky Movies HD1 and HD2 available to subscribers without HDTV 
equipment through two channels simulcasting the same content in SDTV format. These 
channels were known as Sky Movies SD1 and SD2. These channels were renamed Sky 
Movies Screen 1 and Screen 2 in February 2008. The HDTV channels were renamed Sky 
Movies Screen 1 HD and Screen 2 HD accordingly.2# 


On 20 March 2008, an additional high definition film channel called Sky Movies Premiere 
HD, which is a high definition simulcast version of the current Sky Movies Premiere 
channel, was added after many requests for the channel from Sky HD subscribers. sna 


research?) 


Sky also announced that in October 2008, they would launch six new high-definition 
simulcast channels called Sky Movies Action/Thriller HD, Sky Movies Sci-Fi/Horror HD, 
Sky Movies Drama HD, Sky Movies Modern Greats HD, Sky Movies Family HD and Sky 
Movies Comedy HD.#5 This means that almost all Sky Movies channels are broadcast in 
both standard- and high-definition, except for Sky Movies Premiere +1, Sky Movies 
Classics and Sky Movies Indie which remained standard-definition only until Sky Movies 
Indie HD launched on 26 October 2009.2708 


Sky Movies were rebranded as the part of the Sky channels rebranding on 1 January 
2010. 


On 26 March 2010, some Sky Movies channels were renamed, the new Sky Movies 
Showcase channel replaced Sky Movies Screen 1, carrying box sets, collections and 
seasons. Sky Movies also reshuffled its bouquet of ten channels to achieve greater 
"clarity" for subscribers. The changes included Sky Movies Action & Thriller becoming 
Sky Movies Action & Adventure, Sky Movies Drama becoming Sky Movies Drama & 
Romance and Sky Movies Screen 2 becoming Sky Movies Crime & Thriller.22 The Sky 
Movies HD channels launched on the Virgin Media platform on 2 August 2010.2 


Sky Movies Classics HD launched on 9 August 2010, exclusively on Sky.24 The channel 
was added to Virgin Media on 4 October 2011, (cana research?) 


Smallworld Cable added the Sky Movies HD channels to their line-up in the first quarter 
of 2012,22 followed by UPC Ireland on 16 August 2012.23 


On 28 March 2013, Sky Movies Disney was launched, effectively replacing Disney 
Cinemagic, as part of a multi-year film output deal between Sky and The Walt Disney 
Company. Sky Movies Disney marked the first time that Disney has been involved ina 
co-branded linear films channel anywhere in the world.2= New Disney films are available 


on Sky Movies Disney around six months after they have ended their cinema run. To 
facilitate the channel, Sky Movies Classics ceased broadcasting, while Sky Movies 
Modern Greats was rebranded as Sky Movies Greats and Sky Movies Indie became Sky 
Movies Select.2#24 The content of the three former brands was merged into Select and 
Greats.2 


2016-present: Rebrand to Sky Cinema and 4K UHD[edit] 


On 15 June 2016, Sky announced that Sky Movies would rebrand as Sky Cinema on 8 
July. This change aligns the service's naming with those of Sky's film services in other 
regions, in consort with Sky plc's takeover of Sky Deutschland and Sky Italia. To 
compete with subscription video-on-demand services, Sky announced that the re- 
branded service would premiere a new film each day, and that it would expand the 
service's on-demand library. Sky also announced plans to launch a 4K ultra-high- 
definition feed later in the year.2%2 4K films became available on 13 August 2016 for 
Sky Q customers with a 2TB box and Sky Cinema and multi-screen packs. 70 were 
available by the end of 2016.24 


In January 2018, Sky announced a partnership with film distributor Altitude Film 
Distribution, with the launch of Sky Cinema Original Films. This new brand would 
distribute films for Sky Cinema's on-demand service, as-well as release them into 
cinemas. The first film under the new banner was the UK release of the animated 

film Monster Family. Other films like The Hurricane Heist, Anon, Final 

Score and Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil and Vile have also been released as Sky 
Cinema Original Films. 


Television channels[edit] 


Sky regularly gives one or two of their Sky Cinema channels a temporary rebrand to air 
different kinds of seasonal or promotional programming. As of January 2018, the current 
Sky Cinema channels are: 


Channels! Temporary channel re-brands2224! 
Sky Cinema Premiere N/A 


Sky Cinema Classics 
Sky Cinema DC Heroes 
Sky Cinema Musicals 
Sky Cinema Spooky 
Sky Cinema Star Wars 
Sky Cinema Superhero 
Sky Cinema Westerns 
Sky Cinema Will Smith 


Sky Cinema Select 


Sky Cinema Hits Sky Cinema DC Heroes 
Sky Cinema Pixar 


Sky Cinema Fast & Furious 
Sky Cinema Matt Damon 
Sky Cinema Pirates of the Caribbean 
Sky Cinema Spooky 
Sky Cinema Megahits 


Sky Cinema Halloween 

; e Sky Cinema Monsters 
Sky Cinema Sci-fi & Horror Sky Cinema Sky-Fi 
Sky Cinema Aliens 


Sky Cinema Disney Sky Cinema Pixar 


: ; Sky Cinema Animation 
Ses ne iy Sky Cinema Fairy Tales 


Sky Cinema Action Men 
Sky Cinema Heroes 


Sky Cinema Action 
Sky Cinema Wonder Women 


f Sky Cinema April Fools 
ay Cinema Comedy Sky Cinema Adam Sandler 


Sky Cinema Bourne 
Sky Cinema Heists 


Sky Cinema Thriller 
Sky Cinema Spies 


Sky Cinema Christmas 
Sky Cinema True Stories 
Sky Cinema Valentine 
Sky Cinema Weddings 
Sky Cinema Julia Roberts 


Sky Cinema Drama 


Sky Cinema Back to the Future 
Sky Cinema Brits 
Sky Cinema Denzel Washington 
Sky Cinema Harry Potter 


Sky Cinema Greats 


Sky Cinema Jurassic 
Sky Cinema Oscars 
Sky Cinema Pets 
Sky Cinema Pirates of the Caribbean 
Sky Cinema Spies 
Sky Cinema Star Trek 
Sky Cinema Star Wars 
Sky Cinema Superheroes 
Sky Cinema Tom Cruise 
Sky Cinema Tom Hanks 
Sky Cinema Villains 
Sky Cinema Schools Out 


Sky regularly gives their Sky Cinema channels temporary re-brands to air 
different kinds of seasonal or promotional programming. 


Advertising and promotion[edit] 
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All of the Sky Cinema channels have always carried commercials between films, 
although the films themselves are uninterrupted. Additionally, some strands and 
seasons are sponsored. All advertising for Sky Cinema (traditional & interactive ads, 
sponsorship, online) are handled by Sky Media - the advertising sales part of Sky. !tatien 


needed] 


Sky Cinema regularly sponsors the theatrical premieres of major film titles - such 
as Shrek 2, The Incredibles, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and Wallace & Gromit: 
The Curse of the Were-Rabbit,'citation needed) 


A brief experiment with small on-screen logos in the early 1990s caused a storm of 
protest, and so films are now shown logo-free although the channels use logos over 
feature programmes like film Top Tens.tctatcr needed) 


Sky Cinema is part of a "Rate Card" within the UK and Sky must supply other TV 
operators (such as Virgin Media) if they agree to pay a price set down by Sky. !tationneedeat 


Original productions[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
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sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
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Sky Cinema has a dedicated production team that produces over 100 hours of original 
film-related programming each year - including Sky Cinema News (a half-hour weekly 
film release round-up), and UK/US Box Office Top Tens. In addition, Sky's close 
relationships with the film studios means it regularly gets exclusive access on-set and to 
talent for one-off 'making-ofs', talent-based programming etc. !xtationneedeat 


In 1998, Elisabeth Murdoch (who was Sky's director of channels and services at the 
time) advocated Sky setting up a film funding and production unit (similar to BBC 
Films and Film4 Productions). The result was Sky Pictures, which existed in order to 
invest in both low-budget and mainstream British films. However, following a lack of 
success and her decision to leave Sky and set up her own production company, Shine, 
the unit was scaled back and closed in 2001. !stationneedeat 
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the British channel. For the Australian channel, see Sky News 
Australia. For the Pan-Arab channel, see Sky News Arabia. For the defunct Irish channel, 
see Sky News Ireland. 


"Sky Network" redirects here. It is not to be confused with Sky Network 
Television, SkyNet, or Sky Television. 


Launched 5 February 1989 


Sky News 


sky DEVE 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Broadcast area 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


(UK) 


Sky (Comcast Corporation) 


1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.79% (June 2019, BARB) 


First for breaking news) 


Worldwide 


Challenge 
Pick 

Sky One 

Sky Two 

Sky Arts 

Sky Atlantic 
Sky Cinema 
Sky Comedy 
Sky Crime 
Sky Sports 
Sky Sports Box Office 


Sky Sports F1 
Sky Sports News 


Sky Sports Racing 


Sky Witness 


Official Website 


Live Stream 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 233 


Satellite 


Astra 28.2°E 12207 V 27500 5/6 (UK) 
(Europe) 

Astra 19.2°E 12604 V 22000 5/6 (International) 
(Europe) 

Thor 5 0.8°W 12418 V 28000 7/8 (International) 


(Europe & North 


Africa) 

Freesat Channel 202 (SD) 
(UK) 

Sky Channel 501 (SD/HD) 
(UK & Ireland) Channel 875 (SD) 
BFBS Channel 8 

Sky Channel 522 
(Italy) 

NC+ Channel 677 
(Poland) 

DStv Channel 402 
(Africa) 

Yes Channel 103 
(Israel) 

TV Vlaanderen Channel 54 
Digitaal 

(Belgium) 

NOS Channel 205 


(Portugal) 


OSN (Middle East 


& North Africa) 


Canal 


(France) 


MEO 


(Portugal) 


Indovision 


(Indonesia) 


Astro 


(Malaysia) 


DishHD 


(Taiwan and China) 


Thaicom 6 


(Thailand) 


Foxtel (Australia) 


Virgin Media 


(UK) 


Virgin Media 


(Ireland) 


KTV (Falkland 


Islands) 


Com Hem 


(Sweden) 


Kabel Deutschland 


(Germany) 


Channel 401 (HD) 


Channel 362 


Channel 203 


Channel 336 


Channel 532 (HD) 


Channel 6120 (HD) 


11425 V 30000 3/4 


Channel 605 (as Sky News UK) 


Cable 


Channel 602 (HD) 
Channel 603 


Channel 202 


Channel 232 (HD) 


Channel 218 


Channel 126 


Channel 839 


Hot 


(Israel) 


ZON TV 


(Portugal) 


Magnet Networks 


(Ireland) 


Naxoo 


(Switzerland) 


MediaNet 


(Maldives) 


StarHub TV 


(Singapore) 


SkyCable 
(Philippines) 


Destiny Cable 
(Philippines) 


Teledunya 
(Turkey) 


WightFibre 


Macau Cable 


TV (Macau) 


Cable TV Hong 


Kong (Hong Kong) 


now TV 


(Hong Kong) 


Channel 68 


Channel 205 


Channel 202 


Channel 61 


Channel 111 


Channel 703 (SD) 
Channel 757 (HD) 


Channel 138 


Channel 128 


Channel 73 


Channel 119 


Channel 805 


Channel 121 


IPTV 


Channel 323 


TruelPTV Channel 12 


(Thailand) 

Freebox Channel 87 
(France) 

MEO Channel 203 
(Portugal) 

Mio TV Channel 151 (HD) 


(Singapore) 


CHT MOD Channel 559 (HD) 
(Taiwan) 

Unifi TV Channel 603 (HD) 
(Malaysia) 


Streaming media 


news.sky.com Live stream 
YouTube Live stream 
Sky Go Watch live 


(UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 

Anywhere Watch live (Ireland only) 

Apple TV Sky News app (UK, Ireland and 
US) 

Roku Sky News channel 

Foxtel app Channel 605 (Australia only) 

Pluto TV Channel 135 (web browser, 


desktop app, streaming devices, 


game consoles, smartphones) 


Sky News is a British free-to-air television news channel and organisation. Sky News is 
distributed via a radio news service, and through online channels. It is owned by Sky, a 
division of Comcast. John Ryley is the head of Sky News, a role he has held since June 
2006. Sky News is currently Royal Television Society News Channel of the Year, the 12th 
time it has held the award.” 


A sister channel, Sky News Arabia, is operated as a joint venture with the Abu Dhabi 
Media Investment Corporation. Another sister channel, Sky News Australia, was part- 
owned by Sky News parent Sky plc until December 2016. A channel called Sky News 
International, simulcasting the UK channel directly but without British advertisements, is 
available in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, South Asia, Asia Pacific, Australia, and the 
Americas. Narrated segments (which generally cover lighter issues unrelated to current 
news stories) are played in lieu of advertisements, and international weather forecasts 
also are given at the end of each half-hour newswheel. Sponsored advertisements are 
still broadcast before and/or after the sports news and weather segments. Sky News 
Radio provides national and international news to commercial radio and community 
radio stations in the UK and other English-language stations around the world. Sky News 
also provides content to Yahoo! News. The channel is available on Apple TV, Amazon 
Fire TV, Roku, YouTube, and Pluto TV. 


History[edit] 
Establishment and early years[edit] 


On 8 June 1988, Rupert Murdoch announced plans to start a new television news service 


in a speech to the British Academy of Film and Television Arts. Sky News started 
broadcasting at 6 pm on 5 February 1989. 


Visually Sky News looked very neat, with slick and classy presentation and John 
O'Loan's original vocation as an architect showing in the studio set. Sky had gone for 
the same format as the Nine O'Clock News on the BBC, which had recently been 
redesigned to give the impression of activity and immediacy by placing the newsreader 
against a backdrop of the working newsroom. Sky News, it was universally agreed as 
staff nodded in vigorous approval, had succeeded rather better at the same thing. The 
critics were mildly taken aback. Contrary to some of the horror scenarios bandied about 
by the chattering classes there seemed to be little to grumble about. And as its slogan 
of 'We're there when you need us,' emphasised, it was always on. 


In the early days, the channel operated on a £40 million budget (plus £10 million share 
of overheads), which led Sam Chisholm, chief executive of the newly merged BSkyB to 
suggest to Murdoch that the station be closed, but Murdoch was "pleased with its 
achievements ... there were overriding reasons of prestige and politics for keeping it ... 
the final hurdle of the Broadcasting Bill had still to be overcome and the case for the 
acceptability of Sky would collapse if suddenly there was no news channel." - former 
deputy Prime Minister William Whitelaw said in the House of Lords in 1990 that Sky 
News had "a very high reputation ... | admire it, as do many other people, it will 
certainly waken up both the BBC and ITN and ensure that they compete with what is a 
very important news service". The channel has never been run for a profit, and has 
considered using ITN to supplement the service, letton needed 


By March 1992, Sky News' parent company turned from loss to profit. On the channel's 
growth, Murdoch said at that time: "Sky News, has quietly, if expensively, become the 
first building block of what we envision will become the premier worldwide electronic 
news-gathering network anywhere. Ask anyone in Europe, and particularly the BBC and 
you will be told that Sky News has added a new and better dimension to television 
journalism." 


Sky News was the UK's first 24-hour news channel, broadcast on Astra 1A. It had no 
local competition until November 1997, when BBC News launched a new 24-hour 
channel, BBC News 24, now known simply as BBC News. In September 1999, 

the European Commission ruled against a Sky News complaint, which argued that the 
publicly funded BBC News 24 was unfair and illegal under EU law. The EC ruled that 
the television licence fee shou/d be considered state aid (within the meaning of Article 
87), but that the BBC's public service remit justified the channel. 


Sky News since 2000[edit] 


sky NEWS: 


Former Sky News logo used until 2018 
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In March 2000 Sky News Active was launched, a 24-hour interactive service providing 
headlines (and other services which ranged from weather, the top story of the day and 
showbiz) on demand. 


In March 2004, Sky News was announced to have won a five-year contract to supply 
news bulletins to Channel 5, taking over from ITN in January 2005.4 


On 24 October 2005, Sky News moved to new studios in Isleworth, London, and 
underwent a major on-screen revamp. The new studio was integrated with the 
newsroom and boasted the biggest video wall in Britain; it was designed by New York 
architects Janson Design Group.” New music was scored by Adelphoi Music and 
recorded with a full orchestra at Air Studios, Hampstead, and mastered at Metropolis 
Studios." New on-screen graphics were launched and the channel began broadcasting 
in widescreen (16:9) format. 


The 2005 relaunch also had the introduction of a new schedule designed around 
"appointment to view" programmes rather than continuous rolling news. James 
Rubin joined to present a new evening programme called World News Tonight, Julie 
Etchingham presented another new "hard-hitting" evening show called The Sky 
Report, Eamonn Holmes joined to present Sunrise, Kay Burley presented a new 
programme called Lunchtime Live from 12 to 2 pm, and the daytime show Sky News 
Today had the introduction of a three-presenter format. However, the relaunched 
schedule was unsuccessful, and from October 2005, the BBC News channel overtook 
Sky News in the ratings. 


In response to the schedule's unpopularity with viewers, changes took place in July 
2006, involving the removal of the evening programmes, replaced by rolling news and 
an interactive programme, Sky News with Martin Stanford, and the return to a two- 
presenter format on Sky News Today. These changes came at the time of the arrival of 
John Ryley, who is still the head of Sky News. 


On 1 October 2007, Sky introduced another new schedule, extending Kay 

Burley's Lunchtime Live programme and renaming it Afternoon Live. It also switched to 
a new format for much of the day, with a solo lead presenter and a summary 
newsreader. Sky News put more emphasis on interactive news with Martin Stanford's 
new SkyNews.com programme; an early evening financial news programme presented 
by Jeff Randall, was also introduced, initially on Mondays only. 


Further changes were made to the Sky News schedule on 8 September 2008, with Colin 
Brazier presenting a new show from 1 - 2 pm, The Live Desk, and Martin 
Stanford's Sky.com News became SkyNews.com, moving to 7 pm every weeknight. 


More changes took place during the early part of 2009. These changes involved major 
changes to the layout of the newsroom/studio, the introduction of a morning edition 

of The Live Desk and the extension of the financial news programme Jeff Randall Live to 
run for four nights each week, Monday to Thursday. 


From 6 am to midnight on 8 March 2010, Sky News was presented and produced 
exclusively by women to mark International Women's Day."4 This exercise was repeated 
in 2011 and 2012. 


In preparation for the start of high-definition broadcasting, Sky News moved to its 
second studio (Studio B) on the morning of 30 March 2010. Broadcasting from Studio B 
continued until 9 pm on 6 May, when it moved back to the main newsroom and 
launched Sky News HD in time for the 2010 general election results. Sky News received 
a graphics refresh and a new logo to coincide with the launch of the new HD channel - 
this was tried out during the soft launch for Sky News HD on 22 April; Sky News' 
distinctive orchestral theme music, in use since 2005, was also replaced on 6 May 2010. 


The new title music, composed by David Arnold, was recorded with a 60-piece Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra in Angel Recording Studios, London, and uses more than 
132 audio channels for 18 seconds of sound.” 


Following the 2015 general election, Sky News was rebranded, with a new top-of-the- 
hour sequence and on-screen graphics. The traditional opening voiceover, read by 
Bruce Hammal, was dropped after two decades in use. 


On 24 October 2016, Sky News began broadcasting from a new studio (Studio 21) at 
Sky Central, Sky's new headquarters in West London.! The "glass box" studio was 
initially used for broadcasts from 6 am to 6.30 pm each weekday (with the exception of 
All Out Politics, which comes from Sky's Westminster studio) - as of April 2019 it is now 
only used from 11 am to 7 pm, and 9 pm to 12 am. The schedule was also changed. 


In January 2017, Sky moved its business operations into the News Building in central 
London.™4! 


On 16 January 2018, Sky moved all its news operations over to Studio 21, "the glass 
box", and a new studio in Sky Studios. The logo was also refreshed along with the 
graphics. 


On 3 April 2018, 21st Century Fox made two proposals regarding the Sky acquisition: 
They would either sell Sky News to The Walt Disney Company (which would be a 


separate transaction from the Disney-Fox merger), or to separate Sky News from Sky 
plc.nusun 


On 19 June 2018 Disney reportedly had agreed to acquire Sky News. 

u3 However, Comcast won the bidding war over the stake for £17.28 per-share, thus 
aligning Sky News with its NBC division of its wholly owned subsidiary NBCUniversal."% 
201 Sky plc had until 11 October to formally accept this offer.24 On 12 October 2018, 
Comcast announced it will compulsorily acquire the rest of Sky after its bid gained 
acceptances from 95.3% of the broadcaster's shareholders and later Comcast 
acquired the rest of 5% of the shares of the Sky.22 


Reception[edit] 


Sky News is free-to-air on the Astra 28.2°E satellites carrying Sky. It is also available 
on Freeview and analogue and digital cable. In 2007, BSkyB announced its intention to 
cease broadcasting Sky News, as well as other BSkyB channels over Freeview 

pending Ofcom approval.41251 


Sky News International[edit] 
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Sky News is also available internationally on cable systems, on satellite, and in some 
hotels. While the UK feed is broadcast in 16:9, the international version remained 
broadcast in a 4:3 picture format until August 2010. 


The international version is shown as free-to-air on Astra 1L at 19.2° east. It is also 
carried encrypted on a number of satellites for international reception, including Hot_ 
Bird, Nilesat, Amos 1, and Intelsat 10-02. It is also usually carried on cable systems in 
Europe, particularly in Northern Europe, especially in the Scandinavian countries. 


International viewers receive the same programming line-up of Sky News as the UK 
version. Brief news stories, entertainment news, worldwide weather forecast 
summaries, and the front pages of international newspapers are broadcast in lieu of UK 
commercials. The timepiece on the lower left side of the ticker is covered with a banner 
that says "skynews.com". 


Sky News is not available on Sky Deutschland, Sky plc's offering in Germany, but is 
available on Sky Italia. 


On 19 June 2013, Sky News International was added to Apple TV for users in the UK, 
Ireland, and the United States. Viewers can watch clips or live streaming of the channel 
at no charge.2# On 24 July 2013, it was added to the Roku streaming player. Sky News 
International is available on news.sky.com to viewers around the world. On 30 
September 2014, Sky News began live streaming the channel on YouTube.24 The free 
streaming service Pluto TV also offers a live feed of Sky News to American users on 
channel 135. 


Sister channels[edit] 


Sky News Australia was one-third owned by Sky plc until December 2016, when it was 
acquired by News Corp Australia. It carries Sky News UK overnight and shares some of 
its presentational style. On Foxtel in Australia, Sky News UK is available on Sky News 
Active. 


From 2004 to 2006,2% Sky News Ireland broadcast two newscasts produced in Dublin. 
The newscasts were cancelled due to low viewership. Sky News in Ireland now carries 
the same programming as Sky News in the UK, but with local advertising. 


Sky News Arabia, broadcasting in Arabic and headquartered in Abu Dhabi, UAE, 
launched in 2012. Sky plc owns 50% of the channel.&” 


Sky TG24, Italy's version of Sky News, launched in 2003. 
Previous partnership with CBS News[edit] 


Until 2017, Sky News had a resource-sharing agreement with CBS News in the United 
States to share footage and reporting. In July 2017, in the wake of Sky's pending 
takeover by 21st Century Fox (which runs the competing and de facto sister Fox News 
Channel in the U.S.), and NBC News acquiring a stake in Euronews, CBS ended the 
agreement and entered into a similar deal with the BBC.24 
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sky NEWS Ho 


Former Sky News HD logo (2015-2018) 


sky [EATEHD 


Former Sky News HD logo (2010-15) 


Beginning in early 2008, Sky News began using HD-capable cameras in the field. Some 
one-off programmes were made available in HD to Sky+ HD subscribers on Sky On 
Demand. The programmes included Technofile, Diana: The Final Word, Canoe Man: Rise 
and Fall of John Darwin, and Pathfinders: Into The Heart Of Afghanistan. 


On 20 January 2009, before the launch of the Sky News HD channel, Sky Arts broadcast 
Sky News coverage in HD of the Inauguration of Barack Obama. Jeremy 

Thompson fronted the coverage from Washington, D.C. Michael Jackson's memorial 
service was also broadcast in HD, with Kay Burley presenting. 


Sky News moved operations to a chroma-key set in Studio B from 30 March 2010, so 
final preparations for HD could take place in the main newsroom.&2 


The first live broadcast of Sky News HD, on Sky Channel 517, was the channel's election 
debate, which was held on 22 April 2010. For the 10 days leading up to the debate, 
channel 517 displayed a countdown clock to launch. The debate was hosted in HD 

by Kay Burley and Adam Boulton. Following the end of the coverage for the evening, 
channel 517 moved to show a looping preview tape. The tape included the HD, which 
were available on Sky Anytime. The loop continued until Sky News HD was launched on 
the evening of 6 May 2010, coinciding with the coverage of the 2010 general 

election results, hosted by Adam Boulton. 


On 26 July 2010, Sky News HD launched on the OSN Network, broadcasting to the 
Middle East and Africa.83 


On 1 January 2015, Sky News HD launched on Virgin Media, ‘#tieoneedeai 


Sky News Radio[edit] 
Main article: Sky News Radio 


Sky News Radio provides news bulletins to radio stations in the United Kingdom and to 
other English-language radio stations around the world. 


In March 2007, BSkyB and Chrysalis Group announced plans to launch a dedicated Sky 
News Radio station on the proposed bid by Channel 4's 4 Digital Group for the 

second digital audio broadcasting multiplex in the United Kingdom.£5 However, two 
months later Chrysalis sold its radio stations to Global Radio, and in October 2007 
following a business review Global's chief executive announced that it would be 
withdrawing from the joint venture. 


The Sky News Radio feed is available free-to-air on the Astra 2A satellite at 28.2 East by 
tuning it manually: 12207.00 V, 27500, 2/3 (Label: SNR).2# 


Additional channels[edit] 
Sky News Rawfedit] 


On 5 February 2019, Sky News launched a pop-up channel called Sky News Raw. It 
aired with behind-the-scenes programming from 07:00 to 17:00 on channel 523 on Sky 
TV and online via Sky News' social media channels. The pop-up channel celebrated the 
30th anniversary of Sky News, having first broadcast on 5 February 1989.44 


Robotic cameras were placed around the newsroom and planning rooms at Sky Studios, 
in the three main television studios at Osterley and Millbank, and in the broadcast 
galleries.“ There were also behind-the-scenes features from elsewhere in the 
newsgathering operation, such as the Sky News helicopter and ENG vehicles.“ 


sky news 


RAW 


Sky News Raw logo as used in January and February 2019 


The Sky News Helicopter was featured on the channel 


e° Cameras were also installed in the Millbank studios 
Sky News Brexit-Free[edit] 


On 16 October 2019, Sky News launched a pop-up channel called Sky News Brexit- 
Free, with content broadcasting each weekday from 17:00 to 22:00 on channel 523 on 
Sky TV.“ The channel, as the name suggests, allows viewers to "hear about issues 
away from Westminster and Brussels". tcarification neede The pop-up channel closed down on 
1 November 2019.51! 


On-air staff[edit] 
Main article: Sky News presenters and editorial team 


In-depth series[edit] 


The channel occasionally focuses on specific areas of society and current affairs. Past 
examples include /nside Iraq, Green Britain and Crime Uncovered.“4 


Pakistan: On Terror's Frontline was shown throughout the week beginning Monday 23 
March 2009.42 A Sky News press release stated: 


Over three days, Sky News will explore why Pakistan has become the 
frontline of terror and ask what the West can do about it. Jeremy 
Thompson will present live from the capital Islamabad, interviewing key 
figures across the community. 


The series of reports won a 2009 RTS Award for International News Coverage. 


Criticism and perception[edit] 
Main article: Criticisms of Sky UK 


Sky Mews share of viewing janwary 92 to 27 july OF 


Sky News viewing peaked during 11 September attacks, Iraq War, Asian tsunami, 7 July 2005 


London bombings and the death of Diana, Princess of Wales but has generally declined to a 


quarter achieved in 1992-95 


Sky News operates under United Kingdom broadcasting regulations which require 
impartial, unbiased coverage and prevent the channel from being encrypted in the UK. 
The channel is viewed by some in the media establishment as an impartial and 
unbiased provider of news. 


There are occasional claims!s1521531541551 that Sky News may be inherently biased due to 
the fact that throughout the 1990s and 2000s it was minority owned and dominated by 
Rupert Murdoch's right-leaning News Corporation, and thereafter the Murdoch family's 
21st Century Fox. Many News Corp subsidiaries, including News Corp UK & Ireland Ltd, 
the owner of the Sun, Times and Sunday Times newspapers, have an openly 
conservative or right-wing outlook. In a 2010 article in the New Statesman, prominent 
journalist and broadcaster Mehdi Hasan argued that "in style and in substance, of 
course, it is nothing like the pro-war, pro-Republican, pro-Palin Fox News Channel... Sky 
News remains, as far as | can see, free of party political bias."54 As of October 2018, Fox 
no longer has any stake in the broadcaster. 


Ofcom received complaints regarding the network's lack of neutrality ahead of the 2010 
General Election, but these were not upheld. sass 


In early 1994 Kelvin MacKenzie, former editor of The Sun newspaper, was appointed 
managing director of BSkyB, Sky News's parent company at the time. MacKenzie's 
proposed changes to Sky News led to clashes with CEO Sam Chisholm and the head of 
Sky News, lan Frykberg, who protested at what they saw as an attempt to take the 
channel's news values downmarket. The most ferocious battle occurred when 
Mackenzie wanted Sky News to run an interview with Lady Bienvenida Buck. Frykberg 
refused to air the interview and resigned shortly afterwards. The interview was 
broadcast on Sky One.©4 MacKenzie announced his resignation in August 1994,52 but 
not before Sky News had transmitted live pictures of the freeway chase of OJ 
Simpson white Bronco on 17 June 1994 bringing US helicopter journalism to the UK. 


In 1997 Sky News broadcast live coverage of Louise Woodward's trial, held 
in Boston, Massachusetts.» When Sky returned to a regular schedule, viewers 
demanded the trial coverage be continued. Sky News broadcast reaction from 


Woodward's home town of Elton, Cheshire, leading to criticism that the station had a 
pro-Louise Woodward stance.= 


In November 2005 the then head of BBC News, Peter Horrocks, acknowledged that Sky 
News remained the first choice for "key opinion formers". 


Ofcom received 652 complaints regarding the network's neutrality after it hosted the 
second leaders' debate ahead of the 2010 General Election. 


Ofcom received 832 complaints about a May 2010 interview with electoral reformist 
David Babbs conducted by Sky News presenter Kay Burley. The interview led to Burley 
being heckled by protesters while reporting from Westminster, and further protest via a 
Twitter campaign.& 


Ofcom received 696 complaints relating to Sky News's then political editor Adam 
Boulton's conduct during a May 2010 interview with Alastair Campbell.) 


In 2014, Sky News journalist Colin Brazier rifled through an MH17 victim's possessions 
on live TV. He picked up objects and briefly described what he had before putting them 
down and saying "we shouldn't really be doing this | suppose, really". 110 complaints 
were submitted to Ofcom. Sky News stated both Brazier "and Sky News apologise 
profusely for any offence caused". 


Sky News was again embroiled in controversy in October 2014, when crime 
correspondent Martin Brunt and his camera crew doorstepped Brenda Leyland, who had 
posted controversial comments concerning the McCann investigation on social media.!™! 
‘51 Following the confrontation Leyland was found dead in a hotel, leading to calls on 
social media for Brunt to be sacked.'* During the inquest into Leyland's death, Brunt 
expressed to the coroner that he was devastated at hearing the news of Leyland's 
suicide. Following the inquest, Ofcom reported it had received 171 complaints in 
relation to the case and that it would consider these complaints in light of the coroner's 
verdict. 


In 2015, Kay Burley caused further controversy when, in response to the November 
2015 Paris attacks, she tweeted a photograph of a Golden Retriever dog, to which she 
had added, "Sadness in his eyes #parisattacks". isl 


Fabrication[edit] 


In April 2003, Sky News carried a report from James Forlong aboard 

the British nuclear submarine HMS Sp/endid purportedly showing a live firing of a cruise 
missile during the Iraq war. The report was a fabrication, with the crew acting along for 
the benefit of the cameras. The Sky News team did not accompany the submarine when 
it left port and the scenes were actually recorded whilst the vessel was docked. The 
shot of the missile launch had been obtained from stock footage. 


The faked report was revealed because another film crew did accompany the vessel to 
sea, and its footage showed that a modern missile is not launched by a crew member 
pressing a red button marked with the word "FIRE", as had been portrayed in the Sky 
News report, but is actually launched with a left mouse click. When the fabrication was 
exposed, Forlong and his producer were suspended. The next day, The 

Guardian reported that Forlong had resigned following an internal investigation. In a 
follow-up article, The Guardian speculated on the long-term effects on Sky News 
credibility. In October 2003, Forlong was found dead by his wife after committing 
suicide.“ In December, Sky News was fined £50,000 by the Independent Television 
Commission for breaching accuracy regulations. 221 


In August 2016 Sky News was criticised after allegedly paying €2,000 to a group of 
Romanians to pretend they were part of an eastern European gang selling guns to 
terrorists in Syria. The Romanians were arrested by Romanian DIICOT and confessed 
that they were paid by Sky News journalist Stuart Ramsay to pretend they were gun 
traffickers. The guns featured in the report were legally owned and were hunting 
weapons.” Sky News has said it stands by the story. 


Legal cases[edit] 


e November 2008 - BSkyB paid substantial undisclosed libel damages to Robert 
Murat in relation to their reporting of the abduction of Madeleine McCann. Sky News 
had falsely suggested that Murat, who was assisting in the search of McCann, had 
acted like child murderer lan Huntley following McCann's disappearance. Sky News 
also falsely accused Murat of misleading journalists into thinking he was working for 
the police. An apology was also placed on the Sky News website, the libellous 
material removed and Murat's costs were paid.!?8! 

e November 2010 - the Attorney General for England and Wales, Dominic Grieve QC, 
was given the right to launch contempt of court proceedings against Sky News over 
the broadcaster's alleged breach of a media injunction. It was in relation to the 
reporting of the story of Paul and Rachel Chandler, a Kent couple who were held 
captive by Somali pirates for 13 months. The media was blocked from publishing 
details of the couple's "health and welfare" prior to their being freed on 14 
November 2010. Sky claims that it "scrupulously observed the terms of the 
injunction", but also admitted that it "followed the spirit, if not the letter" of the 
order. At the time, lawyers representing the Chandlers obtained the court order over 
fears that their lives could be put in danger by the media reporting their capture. 
Sky News was alleged to have breached the injunction on the day of their release 
around from Somalia, leading the Attorney General to seek permission at the High 
Court to bring contempt proceedings.“ The Attorney General dropped the case in 
January 2012; a spokesperson for his office said that continuing with proceedings 
would no longer be in the public interest. 

e March 2013 - Sky News journalist Mark Stone and his camera operator were 
detained in Tiananmen Square live on British television, in what he described as a 
surreal but telling episode about reporting in China. Viewers saw Stone being 
directed into a police van live from Beijing. The square is a popular tourist site near 
the regime's nerve centre and the scene of 1989 democracy protests that were 
crushed by the Chinese authorities. A police officer was filmed asking the Sky team 
to switch off their camera, saying they were now inside the Forbidden City and did 
not have permission to film there. While they had permission to film in the square, 
Stone said police told him the team were not displaying their passes correctly, and 
noted he was not carrying his passport as required. China's foreign ministry insists 
that press censorship does not exist in the country, but journalists report the 
constant threat of interference from government officials. 


Awards[edit] 


Sky News won BAFTA awards for coverage of the 11 September 2001 attacks® and the 
2002 Soham murders. 


Sky News's coverage of the 7 July 2005 London bombings won the 2006 International 
Emmy for Breaking News award, the coverage was commended as "fast and accurate". 
[83] 


In June 2007, Sky News was named Best News Channel at the Broadcast Digital Channel 
Awards. It beat several other national and international broadcasters, including AI 
Jazeera English and the BBC. 


The channel won a BAFTA Award in the News Category on 10 May 2015, for Alex 
Crawford's coverage of the 2014 Ebola crisis. 


In 2018, Sky News was named Royal Television Society News Channel of the Year, the 
eleventh time the channel had won the award. essa 


Sky News won a BAFTA Award in the News Category on 13 May 2018 for "The Rohingya 
Crisis".22 Special Correspondent Alex Crawford, Cameraman Martin Smith and Producer 
Neville Lazarus travelled into Myanmar to bring a first-hand report of what was 
happening in Rakhine State. The same programme also won an International Emmy 
Award for News in October 2018. 


Sponsorship[edit] 


In November 2014, Sky News sponsored the Young Person in Business category of 
the National Chamber Awards. It was won by Oliver Bryssau of Origin Broadband, which 
was named Business of the Year. 


Bureaus and studios[edit] 


Sky News has bureaus across the world; some are operated in conjunction with other 
media outlets. 


BureauS[edit] 


e Beijing, People's Republic of China 

e Brussels, Belgium 

e Dubai, United Arab Emirates™ 

e Dublin, Republic of Ireland 

e jerusalem, Israel 

e Johannesburg, South Africa 

e Melbourne, Australia (with Sky News Australia) 
e Moscow, Russia (with NTV Russia) 

e New Delhi, India (with Wion Tv and Zee Live) 
e New York City, US 

e Sydney, Australia (with Sky News Australia) 
e Washington, D.C., US 


Additional live studios[edit] 


e Auckland, New Zealand (with Sky News New Zealand) 
e Adelaide, Australia (with Sky News Australia) 

e Brisbane, Australia (with Sky News Australia) 

e Canberra, Australia (with Sky News Australia) 

e Los Angeles, U.S. 

e Milan, Italy (with Sky TG24) 

e Perth, Australia (with Sky News Australia) 

e Rome, Italy (with Sky TG24) 
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News.sky.com! is the channel's main website. It provides news, sport, weather, 
showbiz and business stories. 


In 2009, the website changed to bring it in line with the on-screen look of Sky News. The 
site made use of Flash video encoding to match the visual style of the TV channel with 
pictures and breaking news. The site underwent a further refresh in 2012, when both 
the look of the pages and the content management system were updated. 


Virgin Media dispute[edit] 


Tir) to Sty. soma of the non promo 


Virgin Media's Electronic Program Guide contents after Virgin Media's contract to carry Sky News 
expired. 


On 1 March 2007, Sky's agreement to provide its basic channels (including Sky News) 
to Virgin Media expired. At midnight, Sky News was removed and the EPG entry for 
the channel was changed to "Sky Snooze Try BBC" until Sir Richard Branson demanded 
the message be removed, saying: "I have asked them to take it down. We do not 
mean any disrespect to Sky News. | think it is a very good news channel." 


Sky News, and the other Sky channels that had been removed), reappeared on Virgin 
Media on 13 November 2008. 


See also[edit] 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
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Official 


e Official website # 

e Live video on the official website 
e Sky News' channel on YouTube 
Other 


e TV Newsroom 
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e digitaltvbanter.co.uk 


Sky News Radio 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


ump to navigationJump to search 


Sky News Radio 


sky 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Branding Sky News Radio 


Frequency Lyngsat Home Page 
First air date June 1999 
Language(s) English 

Website news.sky.com/info/radio 


Sky News Radio is the radio arm of Sky News, owned by Sky UK. It has been operating 
since June 1999, providing a news bulletin service for UK commercial radio stations 
operators across the UK and for a number of English-speaking radio stations across the 
world. 


Bulletin service[edit] 


Sky News Radio launched in June 1999 originally providing bespoke bulletins for Talk 
Radio UK. The service subsequently expanded in October 2001 to provide hourly news 
bulletins, audio and scripts for clients including UTV Radio, GMG Radio, Global 

Radio and DNN."! 


The radio newsroom operated from Sky News' purpose-built studios at Osterley, London. 
Adverts following peak-time news bulletins were sold via UBC Media and reached more 
than 80 radio stations. 


On 15 October 2008, Independent Radio News (IRN) announced it was switching its 
main supplier of news from ITN to Sky News Radio, expanding its customer client list by 
more than 280 stations and giving it a near-monopoly in UK commercial radio news 
provision. 


The new IRN service began at 2pm on Tuesday 3 March 2009, with the first bulletin read 
by Ursula Hansford and simulcast on Sky News television. Bulletin duration was reduced 
from three minutes to two minutes, and the previous IRN 90 overnight and weekend 
bulletin service was dropped. 


Audio cuts are distributed to stations via FTP from the IRN website. Stations can also 
source their own audio cuts from Sky News and Sky Sports News television. Post- 
bulletin Newslink adverts are managed by Global Radio. 


IRN operates two audio channels on the Sirius satellite: IRN1 transmits the hourly news 
bulletins and live sports reports. IRN2 transmits press conferences and live events. 


IRN1 is also broadcast on an audio channel on the Astra 2B satellite. 


In the event of a major news story (e.g. royal death or major terrorist incident), audio 
from Sky News television will be relayed on IRN1 and IRN2 with extended radio bulletins 
broadcast on the hour and additional two-minute bulletins on the half-hour. 


IRN supplies match reports from every Premier League match, with reporters supplied 
by sports radio agency World Sports Communications. A classified football results check 
is broadcast every Saturday at 1705. 


Many community, student and hospital radio stations around the UK take the hourly 
bulletin service. Copy and audio cuts are also used by BFBS Radio, in addition to radio 
stations in the Republic of Ireland, Spain, Cyprus, UAE, South Africa and Australia. 


Proposed radio station[edit] 


In 2001, BSkyB proposed to become a partner in DAB news station DNN. This deal fell 
through, although Sky News Radio did become the main national news supplier to DNN. 
The station closed in July 2006, and was replaced on the MXR multiplexes by London 
speech station LBC 97.3. 


In March 2007, BSkyB and Chrysalis Radio announced a new joint partnership to launch 
a dedicated Sky News Radio station on the proposed bid by Channel 4's 4 Digital 
Group for the second UK DAB multiplex. 


Chrysalis's existing London rolling news station, LBC News 1152, was to be re-branded 
"Sky News Radio for London". A large amount of programming was planned to be 
shared with the national DAB service.“ 


However, following the sale of Chrysalis Radio's stations to Global Radio, chief 
executive Ashley Tabor announced in October 2007 that the contract was not 
commercially attractive and they would not be continuing with the proposals. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky News 

e Sky Sports News Radio, the Sky Sports News equivalent 
e DNN (radio) 
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Sky News has approximately 600 staff of which approximately 50 work on screen, 


Main news presenters[edit] 


Schedules are subject to change, particularly over July and August. 
As of 11th December 2019: 


Monday-Thursday presenters[edit] 


Presenter Programme Studio 
. a ca . 
Niall Paterson Nee Rundown (06:00 Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 


Kay Burle Kay Burley @ Breakfast (07:00- 
say Burey 09:00) 


Four Millbank, Westminster 


Adam Boulton | A// Out Politics (09:00-11:00) 
Colin Brazier 


Jayne Secker Sky News Today (11:00-13:30) Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 


Emma Crosby 


Sky News Business Studio, CNBC Europe, 


lan King lan King Live (13:30-14:00) loreet Piace Ondon 
Sarah-Jane The Sarah-Jane Mee i 
Mee Show (14:00-17:00) Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 


A The News Hour with Mark A 
Mark Austin Austin (17:00-18:00) Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 


Sky News at 6 (18:00-19:00) 


Dermot 
Murnaghan 


Sky News at 9 (21:00-22:00) 
Anna Botting Sky News at Ten (22:00-22:30) Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 
Sky News at 11 (23:00-23:30) 
Press Preview (22:30-23:00, 
23:30-00:00) 


Sky News Tonight (19:00-21:00) | Four Millbank, Westminster 


Kimberley 
Leonard 
Jamie Weir Sky Midnight News (00:00- 
02:00) Sky Studios (Studio 6), Osterley 
Nick Quraishi Sky World News (03:00-06:00) 
Alison Comy 


Friday-only presenters[edit] 


Presenter Programme 


Gamal The Early Rundown (06:00- 
Fahnbulleh 07:00) 


Stephen DIXON Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 
Sky News @ Breakfast (07:00- 
Gilli h 


09:00) 
illian Jose 
Adam Boulton All Out Politics (09:00-11:00) Four Millbank, Westminster 


Samantha 
Washington 


Sky News Today (11:00-13:30) | Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 


Isabel Webster 


Sky News Business Studio, CNBC Europe, 


lan King lan King Live (13:30-14:00) ossia lender 


Sky News With Sarah Hewson 


sarah Hewson | 14:00-17:00) 


Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 


The News Hour with Mark 
Austin (17:00-18:00) 
Mark Austin Sky Central (Studio 21), Osterley 


Sky News at 6 (18:00-19:00) 


Sophy Ridge Sky News Tonight (19:00-21:00) | Four Millbank, Westminster 


Sky News at 9 (21:00-22:00) 


Anna Jones Sky. News at Ten (22:00-22:30) Sky Central (Studio ZIE Osterley 
Sky News at 11 (23:00-23:30) 
Press Preview (22:30-23:00, 


23:30-00:00) 

Kimberley 

Leonard 
Sky Midnight News (00:00- 

Ego 02:00) Studio 6, Sky Studios, Osterley 
Sky World News (03:00-06:00) 

Nick Quraishi 


Weekend presenters[edit] 


Presenter Programme Studio 


Stephen Dixon 


Sky News @ Breakfast (Saturday: 06:00-10:00, 


Sunday: 06:00-08:30) 
Sky Central (Studio 


Gillian Joseph 
Gillian Joseph 21), Osterley 


Sophy Ridge Sophy Ridge on Sunday (Sunday: 08:30-09:30) 


Sophy Ridge: The Take (Sunday: 09:30-10:00) 


Samantha 
Washington 


Nick Quraishi 


Kimberley 
Leonard 


Gamal Sky News (10:00-14:00) 


Fahnbulleh OR i 3 
Sky News (14:00-17:00) eS bay Studios, 
Osterley 


OR 


Sky News (17:00-20:00) 
Isabel Webster 


Jonathan 


Samuels 


Tom MacLeod 


Sky News (20:00-21:00) 

Sky News at 9 (21:00-22:00) 3 
Anna Jones Sky News at Ten (22:00-22:30) a E (Studio 

Sky News at 11 (23:00-23:30) y 

Press Preview (22:30-23:00, 23:30-00:00) 


Sky Midnight News (00:00-02:00) Studio 6, Sky Studios, 
Nick Quraishi Sky World News (03:00-06:00) Osterley 
Alison Comyn 


Chloe Culpan 


Specialist presenters & editorial team[edit] 
Editors, correspondents & bureau chiefs[edit] 


Person 


Title(s) 


Related note(s) 


Adam Boulton 


Editor-at-large 


Also presents A// Out Politics 


Beth Rigby 


Political Editor2 


Cover presenter for A// Out 
Politics 


Jason Farrell 


Home Editor 


Dominic Waghorn 


Deborah Haynes 


Diplomatic Editor 


Foreign Affairs Editor 


Ed Conway 


Economics Editor 


Mark Kleinman 
Nick Powell 


City Editor 


Sports Editor 


Jon Craig 


Chief Political Correspondent 


Nick Martin 
Stuart Ramsay 


Politics & People Correspondent 


Chief Correspondent 


Alex Crawford 


Mark Stone 


Sam Coates 


Special Correspondent 


Middle East Correspondent 


Deputy Political Editor 


Kate McCann 


Tamara Cohen 


Lewis Goodall 


Tom Rayner 


Laura Bundock 


Rob Powell 


Uuuu 


Political Correspondent 


Greg Milam 


Cordelia Lynch 


Amanda Walker 


H 


US Correspondent 


Tom Cheshire 


nenti 
Pe 


Siobhan Robbins 


Asia Correspondent 


South East Asia Correspondent 


THULE 


Alex Rossi 
John Sparks 


James Matthews 


National Correspondent 


Africa Correspondent 


Scotland Correspondent 


David Blevins 


Stephen Murphy 


Diana Magnay 


Senior Ireland Correspondent 


Ireland Correspondent 


Moscow Correspondent 


Adam Parsons 
Paul Kelso 


Rowland Manthorpe 


Europe Correspondent 


Health Correspondent 


Tech Correspondent 


Rhiannon Mills 


Lucy Cotter 


Royal Correspondent 


Arts and Entertainment 
Correspondent 


Thomas Moore 


Hannah Thomas- 
Peter 


Science and Medical Correspondent 


Climate Change Correspondent 


Martin Brunt 


Crime Correspondent 


Mark White 


Enda Brady 


cicci 
e 


Helen-ann Smith 


Michelle Clifford 


Lisa Holland 


LIETI 


Adele Robinson 


Lisa Dowd 


Ss 
sele 
sisi 
eli 
scali 
ace 


Becky Johnson 


Tom Parmenter 


lan Woods 


David Bowden 


Dan Whitehead 


Charlotte Lomas 


Gerard Tubb 


pesi 


Home Affairs Correspondent 


Correspondent 


Emma Birchley 
Katie Spencer 


Inzamam Rashid 


Phil Edwards 


Katerina Vittozzi 


Ashish Joshi 


Sarah Hajibagheri 


Ali Fortescue 


Royal and Religious Affairs 
Commentator 


Alastair Bruce 


| 
o 
| 
| 
| 
| 
o 
SE 


Business[edit] 


Person Title(s) 
lan King 


Ed Conway 


Emma News presenter, Cover Presenter, lan King 


Related note(s) 


Business Presenter lan King Live Presenter 


Economics Editor, Cover Presenter, lan 
King Live 


Crosby Live 
Adam Business 
Parsons Correspondent 


Sport[edit] 
Person Title(s) Related note(s) 
Jacquie Beltrao Mon-Thurs 


Soma Ase Sports presenter in Sunrise MESIA 


Jamie Weir Also Sky Sports 
News presenter 
Chris Skudder 


Celina 


Hinchcliffe 


Also Sky Sports 
Ed Draper News presenter 
Sportsline / Sport bulletin 


presenter 
Also Sky Sports 
Jo Wilson News presenter 


Jon 
Desborough 


Martha Kelner |Sports Correspondent 


Also Sky Sports 


Nick Powell Sports Editor 
News presenter 


Various Sky Sports News presenters 


Weather[edit] 
Person Title(s) Related note(s) 
Nazaneen Weather presenter, Sunrise (Mon- | Currently on maternity 
Ghaffar Thu) leave 


Weather presenter, Sunrise (Fri- 
Isobel Lang Suni 


Jo Wheeler 


Freelance Weather presenter 


Kirsty McCabe 


The Pledge panellists[edit] 


On 6 April 2016, Sky News announced that it was to launch a new show, entitled The 
Pledge. It will not have a traditional presenter, but will instead have 9 panellists, with 5 
appearing on each episode. Michelle Dewberry, Nick Ferrari, Rachel Johnson, Graeme Le 
Saux and June Sarpong appeared in the first programme on Thursday 21 April. 


The current panel are: 


e Lord Karan Bilimoria, entrepreneur and founder of Cobra Beer 

e ‘Big’ Phil Campion, former SAS trooper and author 

e Michelle Dewberry, businesswoman and winner of The Apprentice 
e Greg Dyke, former TV executive and FA chairman 

e Nick Ferrari, radio talk show host on LBC 


e Afua Hirsch, writer and journalist (former Social Affairs and Education Editor at Sky 
News) 


e Rachel Johnson, novelist and journalist 
e Carole Malone, broadcaster and journalist 


e Maajid Nawaz, columnist, broadcaster and politician 
e Femi Oluwole, political campaigner 

e Trevor Phillips, broadcaster and writer 

e june Sarpong, TV presenter and pro-EU campaigner 
e Rachel Shabi, journalist 


Former presenters and reporters[edit] 


e Lisa Aziz (formerly with LBC) 

e Faye Barker (now with ITN) 

e Lukwesa Burak (now with BBC News) 

e Ginny Buckley 

e Stephanie Callister 

e Liam Creagh 

e David Chater 

e Marverine Cole 

e Vivien Creegor 

e Dharshini David 

e Rona Dougall (now with STV) 

e Lorna Dunkley 

e Julie Etchingham (now with ITV News) 

e Gemma Evans 

e Juliette Foster (now with BBC World Service/BBC News) 
e Bob Friend (deceased 2008) 

e Steve Gaisford 

e Steff Gaulter (now at Al Jazeera English) 
e Charlotte Hawkins (now on Good Morning Britain on ITV) 
e Steve Hargrave 

e Eamonn Holmes 

e Alexandra Hill (now at ITN) 

e Faisal Islam (Joined BBC News in 2019)! 
e Jannat Jalil (Now with BBC News) 

e Sangeeta Kandola (now at ITN) 

e Phil Lavelle (now with CCTV America) 

e Mark Longhurst 

e Tim Marshall 

e Emily Maitlis (now with BBC News) 

e Darren McCaffery (now with EuroNews) 
e Simon McCoy (now with BBC News) 

e Denise Nurse 

e Glen Oglaza 

e Kevin Owen (now with RT) 

e Martin Popplewell 

e Jeff Randall 

e Samantha Simmonds 

e Peter Spencer (retired) 

e Matt Smith 

e Martin Stanford (now at TRT World) 


e jeremy Thompson (retired 2016) 

e Hannah Vaughan Jones (now with CNN International) 
e Craig Dillon 

e Lucy Verasamy (now with ITV Weather) 

e Holly Williams (now at CBS News) 

e Andrew Wilson 

e Michael Wilson 

e Francis Wilson 

e Ahron Young (now with Sky News Australia) 
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This article is about criticisms of British Sky Broadcasting. For other uses, see Sky UK. 


The British media company Sky UK has incurred criticism over the years, much of it 
centred on overcharging, anti-competitive practices, and the business practices and 
undue political influence of its one-time majority owner News Corporation. 


Controversy over Sky's operation of pay TV services on Freeview began in 2006. It was 
claimed at various times that Sky was operating in an anti-competitive way in the 
British pay TV market. Similar concerns arose about Sky's procurement, distribution and 
charging levels of films on its Sky Movies service. Sky was exonerated by 

the Competition Commission in August 2012. Sky was found to have overcharged for 

its Sky Sports channels, and was ordered in 2010 to reduce its charges for these 
channels. Its terms for supplying the sports channels to other companies were also 


challenged in 2010-11; some of the complaints were upheld by the regulatory 
authorities, others were not. Another challenge, in 2009, concerned Sky's charges for 
listing free-to-air channels on its electronic program guide (EPG). 


Gordon Brown stated in 2011 that during his term as prime minister (2007-2010), News 
Corporation attempted to affect government policy with regard to the BBC in pursuit of 
BSkyB's own commercial interests. 


In June 2010, News Corporation launched a takeover bid for the remaining shares in the 
company. There was widespread opposition to the bid, on the grounds that it would give 
NewsCorp too dominant a position in the British media. The bid was withdrawn in July 
2011 following the News International phone hacking scandal. The British Office of 
Communications (Ofcom) launched an enquiry that same month to determine whether 
BSkyB should continue to hold a licence to broadcast. In September 2012, Ofcom ruled 
that BSkyB could retain its licence. 


An attempt by 21st Century Fox (the successor to News Corporation) in December 2016 
to acquire the 61% share of Sky that it did not already own! led to concerns again 
being raised as to whether it would give the Murdoch family too dominant an influence 
over British media. American media conglomerate Comcast entered a rival bid in April 
2018, and after an auction, 21st Century Fox no longer has any stake in the 
company. As of October 2018, Sky UK is now wholly owned by Comcast. 


Political corruption[edit] 


On 12 July 2011, former British Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, claimed that BSkyB's 
majority owner, News Corporation, attempted to affect government policy with regard 
to the BBC in pursuit of BSkyB's own commercial interests. He went further, in a 
speech in Parliament on 13 July 2011, stating: 


"Mr James Murdoch, which included his cold assertion that profit not standards was what 
mattered in the media, underpinned an ever more aggressive News International and 
BSkyB agenda under his and Mrs Brooks’ leadership that was brutal in its simplicity. 
Their aim was to cut the BBC licence fee, to force BBC online to charge for its content, 
for the BBC to sell off its commercial activities, to open up more national sporting 
events to bids from BSkyB and move them away from the BBC, to open up the cable 
and satellite infrastructure market, and to reduce the power of their regulator, Ofcom. | 
rejected those policies." = 


As a result of the furore over phone hacking - including all main parties in the UK_ 
Parliament agreeing on a motion to block the bid® and the deal being referred to 

the Competition Commission! - the News Corporation takeover proposal for BSkyB was 
dropped on 13 July 2011." 


In light of the phone hacking revelations, the UK media regulator Ofcom took the 
decision on 8 July 2011 to be kept informed of the phone hacking investigation and to 
launch a "fit and proper" test, as a result of BSkyB's majority News Corp ownership (part 
of its obligations under the UK Broadcasting Act), in order to remain "satisfied that any 
person (which will include controlling directors and shareholders) holding a broadcasting 
licence remains fit and proper to hold those licences, "“221 


On 20 September 2012, BSkyB was found "fit and proper" to retain a licence to 
broadcast by the British Office of Communications (Ofcom). Ofcom stated in its report 
that "Ofcom's duty to be satisfied that a licensee is fit and proper is ongoing. Should 


further relevant evidence become available in the future, Ofcom would need to consider 
that evidence in order to fulfill its duty." 13 


News Corporation takeover bid 2010[edit] 
Main article: News Corporation takeover bid for BSkyB 


As part of News Corporation - which has a large ownership of the UK newspaper market 
- BSkyB was highlighted as part of media ownership concerns in September 2010 by 
Claire Enders, founder of media consultancy Enders Analysis, when she wrote to Vince 
Cable, UK Business Secretary, in a 20-page letter“ stating that News Corporation's bid 
for the 60.9% of BSkyB they don't own would dilute media plurality and exercise "too 
much political influence". She also stated any such shareholder arrangement would 
represent a ""Berlusconi moment" for the UK",“2 referring to Italy's concentration of 
media ownership. 


This was followed by the same argument from the Financial Times in an editorial,24 who 
stated "a merger would give Mr Murdoch unfettered power to direct its management 
and cash flows"®8 and that, consequently, this would "lock out challengers and stifle the 
diversity of debate." Lord Puttnam also argued the same thing, referring to 

the Coalition Government's desire to alter broadcast regulation and its links with News 
Corporation.22 


Pressure group 38 Degrees began a petition to Vince Cable, arguing that News 
Corporation (and Murdoch's) proposed shareholding would stifle a "free and diverse UK 
media" and affect UK broadcasting impartiality rules. Global campaigning 
organisation, Avaaz, also opposed the deal, with hundreds of thousands of its members 
signing petitions targeting the UK government. 


Although the bid was "dropped after only five weeks"22 some media commentators 
presumed it had been done to "bide time"22 and that News Corp were "still confident" 
they could prove their bid was not "a serious threat to competition". 23 


In October 2010, a group of media companies - accounting for a third of Fleet 
Street and the BBC - jointly wrote to Vince Cable, the Business Secretary, to lay out 
their reasons for the BSkyB share bid being a breach of media plurality.24% The BBC's 
contribution to the letter was subsequently attacked in a (News International 
owned) Times editorial.!22 


Competition and vertical integration[edit] 
Television[edit] 


Ofcom complained that Sky's plan to operate pay TV services on Freeview was 
"generating serious consumer detriment"5 and the National Consumer Council call 
Sky's plan "bad news for consumers,"24 combined with representations 

from BT, Setanta, Top Up TV, and Virgin Media caused Ofcom to launch an investigation 
into the "features of the [UK pay TV] market, including control over content, ownership 
of distribution platforms, retail subscriber bases and vertical integration." 


Sky repeatedly used its lawyers to lodge complaints with the soon-to-be- 

rival YouView service, considered by some to be a delaying tactic in order to promote its 
own services, especially considering its failure to complain about other services, such 

as Google TV.2% 


On 13 July 2011, MP Chris Bryant stated to the House of Commons, in the Parliamentary 
Debate on the Rupert Murdoch and News Corporation Bid for BSkyB that the company 
was anti-competitive: 


"The company has lots of technological innovation that only a robust entrepreneur could 
to bring to British society, but it has also often been profoundly anti-competitive. | 
believe that the bundling of channels so as to increase the profit and make it impossible 
for others to participate in the market is anti-competitive. | believe that the way in 
which the application programming interface—the operating system—has been used 
has been anti-competitive and that Sky has deliberately set about selling set-top boxes 
elsewhere, outside areas where they have proper rights. If one visits a flat in Spain 
where a British person lives, one finds that they mysteriously manage to have a Sky box 
there even though it is registered to a house in the United Kingdom." 


FilmMS[edit] 


On 4 August 2010, Ofcom asked the Competition Commission to investigate concerns 
regarding the sale and distribution of subscription premium Pay TV films.24 Ofcom was 
concerned in particular that the way in which these films are sold and distributed 
created a situation in which Sky had the incentive and ability to distort competition. The 
end result for consumers is less choice, less innovation and higher prices. Ofcom 
couldn't address these concerns fully using its powers and referred them to the 
Competition Commission. The referral related to two specific films markets. The first 
concerned the rights to films sold by the major Hollywood studios to broadcast films for 
the first time on pay TV. And the second concerned the wholesale supply of pay TV 
packages containing films channels, which are based on those rights. The Competition 
Commission had a maximum of two years to investigate and reach a decision on the 
concerns raised by Ofcom. 


On 8 February 2011, a working paper published on the Competition Commission 
website, entitled "Profitability of Sky", said Sky is making "excessive profits" from 

its Sky Movies service.22 The media regulator was particularly concerned that Sky's near 
exclusive control over first-run films from the six major Hollywood studios has given the 
firm an "incentive and ability to distort competition". The Competition Commission's 
preliminary findings published over the summer found that Sky has a case to answer. 

831 The commission found that the prices at which Sky wholesales its film channels to 
other broadcasters is too high, Sky's contracts with the six major Hollywood studios 
mean no rival operators can afford to risk bidding for them and that Sky prevented BT 
and Virgin Media from developing a business selling films on demand via subscription 
by warehousing - or buying without using - the exclusive right to let viewers watch films 
on demand via subscription. 


In a provisional decision published on 19 August 2011, the Competition Commission 
said BSkyB's contracts with the six major Hollywood studios present a significant barrier 
to entry to potential competitors and that prices charged by Sky are too high.“ The 
commission said the adverse effect on competition caused by Sky's film domination 
meant that consumers were paying £50m to £60m a year more than would otherwise 
be the case. Among a number of recommendations from the Competition Commission, 
the regulator said Sky should be restricted from signing exclusivity deals with all of the 
major Hollywood film studios for film rights in the so-called "first subscription pay- 
television window", exclusivity deals with the film giants should be weakened so rival 
operators can buy the rights to other distribution methods and competitors would be 
able to rival Sky Movies by offering their own selection of new releases. 


In March 2012, the commission signalled a change of heart after deciding it needed to 
extend the investigation to take into account the impact of Netflix launching a UK- 
subscription VoD movie service in January and the move by LoveFilm to extend its 
rental-by-post model to offer a similar online service to customers.#5 On 20 April 2012, 
Ofcom told the Competition Commission to stick to its guns and break Sky's hold on the 
pay-TV film market, arguing that the arrival of Netflix and LoveFilm had not altered the 
broadcaster's dominance. 


On 23 May 2012, the Competition Commission revised its provisional findings indicating 
that video on demand rivals such as LoveFilm and Netflix provide a vibrant market for 
consumers and that BSkyB should face no action from regulators over its monopoly of 
UK pay-TV film rights.22 While the regulator dropped any proposal to act against BSkyB, 
it said that competition in the overall pay-TV retail market was ineffective. However, the 
Competition Commission said it could not act on this as the scope of the investigation 
was limited to the first subscription pay-TV window only. On 2 August, the Competition 
Commission filed its final report, upholding its revised assessment.24 The decision 
marked the first time that the Competition Commission had reversed its initial decision 
in a market investigation.2# 


Sport[edit] 


On 31 March 2010, Ofcom ordered BSkyB to cut the price of its premium sport channels. 
821 Sky must offer Sky Sport 1 and 2 to rival operators at 23.4% below its own monthly 
price per subscriber. The wholesale price for service bundles was also to be reduced by 
10.5%. Sky must also offer the high definition versions of Sky Sports 1 and 2 to rivals, 
but Ofcom will not set the prices after accepting that HD is a relatively new innovation. 
Instead, Sky must make the channels available on "fair, reasonable and non- 
discriminatory terms". Ofcom also asked the Competition Commission to address 
concerns regarding the sale and distribution of subscription video-on-demand premium 
movie rights. British Sky Broadcasting immediately confirmed its intention to challenge 
Ofcom’s conclusions before the Competition Appeal Tribunal.“% 


On 29 April 2010, BSkyB reached an interim agreement with Ofcom to offer its flagship 
sports channels at a lower wholesale cost to BT Vision, Top Up TV and Virgin Media. 

ʻu The agreement between Sky and Ofcom results in the three named Sky competitors 
having access to Sky Sports 1 and 2 at an Ofcom-mandated "wholesale must-offer" 
price for carriage on digital terrestrial and cable. However, while the interim agreement 
is in effect, the three named competitors will effectively continue to pay the existing 
rate card price, with the difference between that and the wholesale must-offer price 
paid into escrow. On 9 November 2010, the agreement was extended to include Real 
Digital, subject to Real agreeing contractual terms with BSkyB.“ On 1 July 2010, BT 
revealed plans to undercut Sky's own prices by £10 a month. Sky immediately said it 
would raise its own prices by £3 a month from 1 September, driving up the wholesale 
cost to BT and potentially forcing it to provide the channels at a loss.42, Sky had 
attempted to block Top Up TV from distributing Sky Sports 1 and 2 via a conditional- 
access module but was forced to allow access by Ofcom on 15 December 2010.“ 


On 13 December 2010, Ofcom opened an investigation to consider a complaint 
submitted by Virgin Media in relation to the terms of wholesale supply by Sky to Virgin 
of Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2 HD, namely that it is calculated on a per-device basis. 
On 24 February 2011, Ofcom issued a Draft Decision to the parties and Virgin withdrew 
its complaint on 16 March 2011, Ofcom therefore closed the case.“# On 13 December 
2010, Ofcom also opened an investigation to consider a complaint submitted by BT 
against Sky concerning the requirement on BT to provide Sky with information on BT 


Visions total number of pay subscribers and total number of customers. On 29 March 
2011, Ofcom concluded its assessment of BT's complaint, issuing a decision to give a 
direction to Sky in respect of compliance with Condition 14A of each of the Television 
Licensable Content Service licences for Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2. The direction 
states that a clause in Sky's agreement for the wholesale supply of Sky Sports 1 and 
Sky Sports 2 to BT, requiring BT to provide Sky with BT Vision's total number of pay 
subscribers and total number of customers is in breach of Condition 14A(1)(d) and 
required that clause to be removed forthwith.“ 


On 8 August 2012, the Competition Appeal Tribunal ruled that Ofcom's core competition 
concern about the way BSkyB sold its sports channels wholesale to competitors was 
"unfounded", namely that BSkyB had deliberately withheld wholesale supply of its 
premium channels from other retailers, preferring to be entirely absent and that in 
doing so had been acting on strategic incentives unrelated to normal commercial 
considerations of revenue/profit maximisation. However, BSkyB was unable to convince 
the tribunal that Ofcom misinterpreted its powers when it ordered a reduction in 
wholesale prices for Sky Sports 1 and 2.44 


Despite these restrictions, Sky's £1 billion budget and the collapse of Setanta Sports in 
2009, left it best-placed to buy any sport not considered a free-to-air "crown jewel". 42 


BSkyB's EPG charges[edit] 


According to former ITV Director of Programmes and Pearson PLC Chief Executive, Greg 
Dyke, an investigation by the Independent Television Commission in the early 1990s, 
regarding BSkyB's control of its EPG (and threats to alter the BBC's listing if it ever 
broadcast unencrypted)“2 discovered "something that would have been deeply 
embarrassing to BSkyB if it became public".“" The EPG dispute was subsequently 
settled by BSkyB "before the ITC adjudication on our [BBC] dispute was published."42 


Rapture TV lodged complaints with both the Competition 

Commission and Ofcom concerning Sky charging free-to-air channels for the benefits of 
"Pay TV" listings on its EPG, despite separate carriage networks being used and free-to- 
air channels gaining no Pay TV benefit.&4 


This included the criticism that Sky charges all digital broadcasters a fee to subsidise 
their set top boxes, which according to EU Directive 98/94 should only cover boxes 
which are offered to non-Sky subscribers and Pay TV subscribers on the same terms 
(which was disputed by Rapture TV),52 


This concern was highlighted by the BBC Director General, Mark Thompson, in the 2010 
James MacTaggart Media Guardian Edinburgh International Television Festival, when he 
stated "Sky pays nothing for re-transmitting the PSB channels, despite the fact that 
taken together, they are by far the most watched channels they offer. On the contrary, 
the PSBs pay an EPG charge for the privilege of being on the satellite platform, "531 


Tax avoidance[edit] 


As part of Newscorp Investments, a British holding company, BSkyB was part of a group 
which avoided tax over the decade up to 1999.5584 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "21st Century Fox Agrees to Buy Sky". Bloomberg. Retrieved 11 December 2016. 


28. 


29. 


^ "Fox News Scandals, Political Influence Concerns Cast Long Shadow Over Sky 
Review". Variety. Retrieved 29 June 2017. 

^ Sweney, Mark (25 April 2018). "Comcast launches rival £22bn Sky takeover bid". The 
Guardian. Retrieved 2 September 2019. 

^ Waterson, Jim (20 September 2018). "Sky takeover battle must go to auction, orders 
regulator". the Guardian. Retrieved 20 September 2018. 

^ Clarke, Stewart (9 October 2018). "Comcast Closes Deal for Fox's Sky Stake, Owns 
Over 75% of European Pay-TV Giant". Variety. Retrieved 29 August 2019. 

^ [1], BBC News, "Brown accuses News International of using 'known criminals,"" 
Tuesday 12 July 2011 

^ [2], Hansard: "Opposition Day - Rupert Murdoch and News Corporation Bid for BSkyB," 
13th July 2011 - Column 400 

^ [3], Independent.co.uk, "Rupert on the run: News Corp's UK future in doubt as MPs turn 
on Murdoch," Thursday 14 July 2011 

^ [4], Telegraph.co.uk, "Phone hacking scandal: News Corp forces government to refer 
BSkyB deal to Competition Commission," Monday 11 July 2011 


. [5], Telegraph.co.uk, "Phone hacking: Murdoch pulls News Corp bid for BSkyB," 


Wednesday 13 July 2011 


. [6], Guardian.co.uk, "BSkyB shares fall £1.8bn on fears about 'fit and proper' Ofcom 


test," Friday 8 July 2011 


. [7], FT.com, "Investors’ faith shaken in BSkyB bid," Fridau 8 July 2011 
. ^ Chozick, Amy; Somaiya, Ravi (20 September 2012). "British Regulator Declares BSkyB 


‘Fit and Proper". The New York Times. 


. ^ [8], Guardian Article - 'Rupert Murdoch's Sky Takeover should be blocked, Monday 13 


September 2010 


. [9], The Daily Telegraph - Enders Analysis founder urges Vince Cable to block 


Murdoch's BSkyB takeover 


. [10], The New Statesman - Cable under pressure to block Murdoch's "Berlusconi" 


takeover 


. [11], FT - Cable should call Murdoch to heel 
. ^ Jump up to: è [12], FT urges Vince Cable to investigate News Corp's BSkyB takeover 
. ^ [13], The Guardian: David Puttnam - Our Democracy is under threat if Murdoch wins 


control of Sky 


. ^ [14] Archived 17 September 2010 at the Wayback Machine, 38 Degrees: Vince - Stand 


up to Murdoch 


. ^ Pilkington, Ed (24 April 2011). "Avaaz - the online activist network that is targeting 


Rupert Murdoch's bid". The Guardian. London. 


. ^ Jump up to: 2! [15] Archived 24 July 2010 at the Wayback Machine, Rupert Murdoch's 


News Corp bides time on Sky bid 


. ^ [16], Ofcom to 'review' News Corp bid for BSkyB 
. * Sabbagh, Dan (11 October 2010). "British media join forces against Murdoch takeover 


of BSkyB". London: Guardian News and Media Ltd. Retrieved 13 October 2010. 


. ^ Robinson, James (13 October 2010). "The Times hits out at BBC over BSkyB takeover 


letter". London: Guardian News and Media Ltd. Retrieved 13 October 2010. 


. ^ "Consumer Panel asks Ofcom to step in to resolve Virgin and BSkyB dispute". 14 March 


2006. Archived from the original on 9 June 2007. 


. ^ "NCC demands action on dispute between Virgin Media and BSkyB". 1 March 2007. 


Archived from the original on 14 May 2008. 

^ "Market investigation into the pay TV industry". 20 March 2007. Archived from the 
original on 20 April 2010. 

^ Sweney, Mark (13 October 2010). "BSkyB makes 11th-hour submission to Ofcom and 
OFT in bid to halt YouView". London: Guardian News and Media Limited. Retrieved 14 
October 2010. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33: 


34. 


35: 


36. 


37. 


38. 


D3: 
54. 


^ "Hansard, House of Commons Debates 13 July 2011:Rupert Murdoch and News 
Corporation Bid for BSkyB (Column 416-417)". Parliament.uk. 13 July 2011. Retrieved 14 
July 2011. 

^ "Ofcom refers Pay TV movies to Competition Commission". Ofcom. 4 August 2010. 
Archived from the original on 6 August 2010. Retrieved 4 August 2010. 

^ "Sky making ‘excessive profits' from movies". Digital Spy. 8 February 2011. Retrieved 8 
February 2011. 

* Garside, Juliette (25 July 2011). "BSkyB stranglehold on Hollywood movies could be at 
risk". London: Guardian News and Media Limited. Retrieved 28 July 2011. 

^ Halliday, Josh (19 August 2011). "BSkyB told to weaken stranglehold on Hollywood 
movies". London: Guardian News and Media Limited. Retrieved 19 August 2011. 

^ Jump up to:? £ Sweney, Mark (23 May 2012). "BSkyB to face no action over TV film 
monopoly". London: Guardian News and Media Limited. Retrieved 23 May 2012. 

^ Sweney, Mark (20 April 2012). "BSkyB's hold on pay-TV movies should be broken, says 
Ofcom". London: Guardian News and Media Limited. Retrieved 23 May 2012. 

^ "Sky's movie strength cleared by Competition Commission". BBC News. 2 August 2012. 
Retrieved 2 August 2012. 

^ McCabe, Maisie (2 August 2012). "Sky escapes pay-TV film restrictions". Brand 
Republic. Retrieved 2 August 2012. 


. ^ "Delivering consumer benefits in Pay TV". Ofcom. 31 March 2010. Archived from the 


original on 6 August 2010. Retrieved 14 June 2010. 


. ^ "BSkyB responds to Ofcom statement". BSkyB. 31 March 2010. Retrieved 14 June2010. 
. ^ "BSkyB reaches agreement at the CAT". BSkyB. 14 April 2010. Retrieved 14 June2010. 
. ^ "Competition Appeals Tribunal rules in favour of REAL Digital" (PDF). Real Digital. 9 


November 2010. Archived from the original (PDF) on 14 December 2010. Retrieved 9 
November 2010. 


. ^ Wray, Richard (1 July 2010). "War breaks out between BT and Sky over pricing of Sky 


Sports channels". London: Guardian News & Media Ltd. Retrieved 9 November 2010. 


. ^ "Ofcom allows CAM reception of Sky Sports". Broadband TV News. 15 December 2010. 


Retrieved 26 December 2010. 


. ^ "Investigation into a complaint by Virgin against Sky in relation to the contract for 


wholesale supply of Sky Sports 1 and 2 HD", Ofcom. Retrieved 17 August 2011. 


. ^ "Investigation into a complaint by BT against Sky in relation to the contract for 


wholesale supply of Sky Sports 1 and 2". Ofcom. Retrieved 17 August 2011. 


. ^ Halliday, Josh; Sweney, Mark (8 August 2012). "BSkyB wins appeal against Ofcom over 


Sky Sports wholesale prices". London: Guardian News & Media Ltd. Retrieved 9 
August2012. 


. ^ Sabbagh, Dan (11 October 2010). "Sky Sports' big budget dwarfs competitors". 


London: Guardian News & Media Ltd. Retrieved 11 October 2010. 


. ^ Jump up to: * Dyke, Greg (2004). Greg Dyke: Inside Story. London: Harper Perennial. 


p. 190. ISBN 0-00-719364-5. 


. ^ Dyke, Greg (2004). Greg Dyke: Inside Story. London: Harper Perennial. p. 191. ISBN 0- 


00-719364-5. 


. Rapture TV's OfCom submission with regard to unfair channel carriage 


chargesArchived 29 October 2009 at the Wayback Machine 


. ^ Rapture TV = EU Directive on Conditional Access Archived 29 October 2009 at 


the Wayback Machine 
^ "BBC - Press Office - Mark Thompson speech: James MacTaggart Memorial Lecture". 
"BBC News - e-cyclopedia - Tax free: Rupert Murdoch's zero status". 


Sky Sports 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


For other uses, see Sky Sport (disambiguation). 


Sky Sports 


sky Sports 


Launched 25 March 1990; 29 years ago (as The 
Sports Channel) 
20 April 1991; 28 years ago (as Sky 
Sports) 


Owned by Sky 


Picture 2160p UHDTV 
format (downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


Audience 0.96% (Main Event) 

share 0.07% (Premier League) 
0.02% (Football) 
0.77% (Cricket) 
0.43% (Golf) 
0.25% (F1) 

0.1% (Action) 

0.1% (Arena) 

0.51% (News) 

0.1% (Mix) 

0.08% (Racing) 

~0.00% (all Active feeds) (July 2019, [1]) 


Slogan Feel it all 


Formerly The Sports Channel (1990-1991) 


called 


Sister Challenge, 

channel(s) Pick, 
Sky One, 
Sky Two, 
Sky Arts, 
Sky Atlantic, 
Sky Cinema, 
Sky Crime, 


Sky News, 
Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Website Sky Sports Website 


Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channels 145, 401-409, 415 (HD) 


Channels 838, 855-863, 888 (SD) 


Cable 
Virgin Channels 501-510 (HD) 
Media Channels 511-520, 535 
Virgin Channels 401-409, 418 (SD) 


Media Channels 431-439 (HD) 


(Ireland) 


TalkTalk TV Channels 401-407, 417-418 
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Channel 402 (Main Event) 
Channel 416 (Extra) 

Channel 437 (Main Event HD) 
Channel 438 (Extra HD) 


Eir Vision Channels 401-405, 415-418 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Go 


Sky Sports is a group of British subscription television sports channels operated by 
the satellite pay-TV company Sky, a division of Comcast. Sky Sports is the dominant 
subscription television sports brand in the United Kingdom and Ireland. It has played a 
major role in the increased commercialisation of British sport since 1991, sometimes 
playing a large role in inducing organisational changes in the sports it broadcasts, most 
notably when it encouraged the Premier League to break away from the Football 
League in 1992. 


Sky Sports Main Event, Premier League, Football, Cricket, Golf, F1, Action, and Arena 
are available as a premium package on top of the basic Sky package. These channels 
are also available as premium channels on nearly every satellite, cable 

and IPTV broadcasting system in the UK and Ireland. Sky Sports News, Sky Sports 
Racing, and Sky Sports Mix are all provided as part of basic packages. The Sky Sports 
network is managed by Barney Francis. 


History[edit] 
Predecessors[edit] 


British Satellite Broadcasting operated The Sports Channel, which launched in April 
1990. In the BSB years, it shared the same frequency with its underpromoted sister 
channel, the Computer Channel, which broadcast in the mornings when the Sports 

Channel was off-air. 


BSB merged with Sky Television plc to form British Sky Broadcasting. Sky Television had 
co-founded another sports network known as Eurosport with the European Broadcasting 
Union. Eurosport was the subject of a complaint by a competitor, Screensport, who 
argued that the venture had the effect of restricting and distorting competition in the 
sports market. Sky later pulled out of the venture, and the channel was later sold to 
the TF1 Group and merged with Screensport. 


Beginnings[edit] 


The Sports Channel was renamed Sky Sports on 20 April 1991, and began broadcasting 
to Sky viewers via the newly launched Astra 1B satellite on that date, alongside its 
existing transmissions on BSB's Marcopolo satellite. The channel was sold as one of the 
major draws of the Sky system and initially aired sports such as rugby and golf before 
acquiring rights to German and Italian league football (both previously carried over from 
the Sports Channel). The channel was initially encrypted but broadcast free-to-view, 
requiring an analogue VideoCrypt decoder, but no paid subscription, to be viewed. Since 
VideoCrypt decoders were only officially available within the UK, this measure was 
intended to prevent viewing of the service outside the UK and Ireland. 


However, it was following the formation of the Premier League for the 1992/93 football 
season, believed to have been assisted by the promise of higher TV payments, that Sky 
Sports became well known. By bidding £304m, BSkyB beat the BBC and ITV to acquire 
the live and exclusive Premier League football broadcasting rights for the United 
Kingdom and Ireland for a five-year period. In doing so, they had taken live top-flight 
English league football from terrestrial and free-to-air television for the first time ever. 
At this point, Sky Sports became a subscription channel, available with a monthly 
subscription on a standalone basis, or at a reduced price if taken with Sky's movie 
channels. 


On 19 August 1994, a secondary channel called Sky Sports 2 was launched. On 1 
November 1995, Sky launched a classic sports channel called Sky Sports Gold. 

However, the channel ceased broadcasting after only a year on the air. On 16 August 
1996, Sky launched Sky Sports 3, the original channel was renamed to Sky Sports 1. Sky 
Sports also acquired the rights to Scottish football and the League Cup. 


Digital era[edit] 
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Sky Sports share of viewing 2000-08 


With the launch of the Sky Digital satellite platform in October 1998, Sky Sports 
launched Sky Sports News—a channel carrying rolling sports news coverage, in March 
1999, followed by Sky Sports Xtra (later branded as Sky Sports 4 since 2010, then Sky 
Sports Golf since 2017) in April. 


During a Premier League match on 22 August 1999, Sky Sports launched an interactive 
television service known as Sky Sports Active via the digital platform, allowing viewers 
to watch matches with access to additional on-screen statistics, and a choice of 
alternate camera angles and replays. Sky expected to extend the interactive services to 
other sports the following year. 


Sky Sports' football coverage was at the centre of controversy in January 2011 when 
footage emerged of presenters Andy Gray and Richard Keys making comments 
perceived as sexist. On 25 January 2011, Gray was sacked over the comments.“ On 25 
January 2011, fellow reporter Andy Burton was suspended by Sky due to his 
involvement in the sexist comments made about a female assistant referee, Sian 
Massey, which also involved Gray and Keys.“ However, unlike Gray and Keys, Burton 
later returned to his regular duties at Sky. 


Om 29 July 2011, it was announced that Sky Sports had acquired rights to Formula 

One racing from 2012 through 2018, with the BBC to share free-to-air rights to roughly 
half of the events, and have highlights rights for the remainder.“ Sky subsequently 
announced that it would introduce a new channel dedicated specifically to its 

coverage, Sky Sports F1, which would air practices, qualifying, and advert-free coverage 
of each race; the channel was made available at no extra charge to all Sky high- 
definition subscribers, regardless of whether they were a Sky Sports subscriber. Sky 
extended its contract in 2016, to last through 2024; beginning in 2019, Sky became the 
exclusive broadcaster of all Fl races excluding the British GP which will also be 
broadcast on the free to air Channel 4 (who also hold highlights rights for all the races). 
[10] 


On 12 August 2014, Sky launched a new channel called Sky Sports 5, which would be 
dedicated primarily to European football, including UEFA European 
Championship qualifiers, La Liga, Eredivisie and others.HU 


On 24 August 2016, Sky launched Sky Sports Mix, a new channel designed to offer a 
sampling of content from the full range of Sky Sports networks to those who are not 
subscribers. On Sky, the channel is included as a basic channel with all plans, and was 
also available on certain Virgin Media packages on-launch.2222! 


Channel re-alignment and expansion (2017-present)[edit] 


On 18 July 2017, Sky re-aligned its sports channels, dropping the numbered services in 
favour of dedicated channels devoted to their core sports properties, including cricket, 
Formula One, golf, and two football channels (with one specifically dedicated to the 
Premier League), and three channels dedicated to general sports coverage.2#25 In 
addition, Sky announced that it would revise the pricing structure of the channels to 
make them more attractive to viewers; Sky customers can purchase up to three of the 
channels on an a /a carte basis, or the entire bundle. As before, Sky Sports Mix airs 
selected programming from across the channels, and is included in Sky's basic service. 
On Sky's Now TV service, the entire Sky Sports service continues to be available 
through the timed pass system. The availability and packaging of the new service varies 
on other providers, 24@s151 


The U.S. NBC Sports division became a sibling of Sky Sports following Comcast's 
acquisition of Sky plc. In January 2019, Sky and sister U.S. pay television 

network NBCSN partnered on coverage of the transfer deadline (NBC holds the Premier 
League rights in the U.S.), and the network later announced that it would add an hour- 
long simulcast of the Sky Sports News channel to its weekday morning lineup beginning 
4 March.24281 For the PGA Tour's 2019 Players Championship, Sky Sports Golf trialled 
similar synergies with its new sister Golf Channel,“ For the 2019-20 season, NBC began 
more extensive on-air integration of Sky Sports resources into its U.S. coverage of the 
premiership, including adding Sky's studio programmes to its "Premier League Pass" 
subscription service, adoption of on-air presentation reminiscent of Sky, and originating 
coverage from Sky's studio during the opening weekend 221241 


Channels[edit] 


Eleven main channels comprise the Sky Sports service:?2 


Name Content 


Airs major events as Sky Sports' flagship channel like 
Sky Sports Main football, boxing, cricket, rugby, WWE, Formula 1, etc. When 


Event not showing a live event the channel simulcasts Sky Sports 
News. 


Sky Sports Premier Dedicated exclusively to the Premier League, including live 


coverage of matches, and other ancillary coverage and 
League i 
documentaries. 


Sky Sports Football Dedicated to association football coverage of non-Premier 
League matches. 


Sky Sports Cricket Dedicated to cricket coverage, including domestic and 
international competition. 


Sky Sports Golf Dedicated to golf coverage. As with the former Sky Sports 4. 


Dedicated to coverage of Formula One racing as well 
Sky Sports F1 as Formula 2, Formula 3 and the IndyCar Series. 


Sky Sports Action Dedicated to general sports coverage, including rugby, 
netball, NFL and NBA. Also shows EFL 


Championship midweek fixtures. 


Dedicated to general sports coverage, including Super 


Sky Sports Arena League, darts, boxing and WWE. 


Sky Sports Racing Available to all Sky TV customers. Dedicated to coverage 


of horse racing. 


Available to all Sky TV customers. Airs a mix of live sports 


Sky Sports Mix and supplementary programming from across the network. 


Available to all Sky TV customers. Provides latest news and 


Sky Sports News updates from across all sports. 


In addition to Sky Sports Main Event, BT TV customers receive a channel named Sky 
Sports Extra which broadcasts Premier League games that are not shown on Main 
Event. 23 


Temporary channels[edit] 


Sky occasionally gives one of their channels a temporary rebrand to coincide with a 
sports event. Examples of this include: 


Sky Sports Ashes: To coincide with the 2013 Ashes series, Sky Sports 2 was 
renamed as Sky Sports Ashes on 30 June until 31 August 2013.2 As well as covering 
the Ashes, the dedicated cricket channel also featured the Women's Ashes, 
domestic cricket and various magazine and review shows.) The practice was 
repeated for the 2015 Ashes series and also for the 2019 Ashes series. 

Sky Sports Ryder Cup: From 18 September to 2 October 2014, Sky rebranded Sky 
Sports 4 as Sky Sports Ryder Cup. The channel was dedicated to the coverage of 
the 2014 Ryder Cup, from Gleneagles. It repeated from 26 September to 5 October 
2016 for the Ryder Cup for that year. In 2018, Sky Sports Golf was rebranded to Sky 
Sports Ryder Cup to bring coverage of the 2018 format. 

Sky Sports Darts: In recent years Sky Sports has launched Sky Sports Darts for the 
duration of the PDC World Darts Championship. The channel mixes live coverage 
with replays of the most recent sessions and classic moments from the 
tournament's history. Sky Sports Darts was first seen for the 2015 William Hill World 


Darts Championship as a rebrand of Sky Sports 3,28 and it returned on 14 December 
2015 however, Sky Sports F1 was temporarily renamed Sky Sports Darts until 5 
January 2016.24 For the 2017 event it was Sky Sports 3 that was rebranded. From 14 
December 2017 until 3 January 2018 and from 13 December 2018 until 2 January 
2019, Sky Sports Arena was rebranded as Sky Sports Darts to coincide with 

the 2018 and 2019 events respectively. 


e Sky Sports World Cup: From 14 February to 29 March 2015, Sky rebranded Sky 
Sports 2 as Sky Sports World Cup. The channel was dedicated to the coverage of 
the 2015 Cricket World Cup, from Australia and New Zealand. 

e Sky Sports The Open: During their first live broadcast of golf's Open 
Championship, from 11 to 18 July 2016, Sky Sports 1 rebranded as Sky Sports The 
Open. From 17 to 24 July 2017, Sky Sports 4 was rebranded Sky Sports The Open, 
and would be replaced by Sky Sports 4's replacement, Sky Sports Golf.22 Sky Sports 
The Open returned in 2018 between 16 and 23 July. 

e Sky Sports The Players: From 8 May to 14 May 2017, Sky rebranded Sky Sports 4 
as Sky Sports The Players. The channel was dedicated to the coverage of the 2017 
Players Championship. This was repeated on Sky Sports Golf for the 2018 and 2019 
competitions. 

e Sky Sports US Open: From 11 to 19 June 2018, Sky rebranded Sky Sports Golf as 
Sky Sports US Open, dedicated to the coverage of the 2018 US Open. 

e Sky Sports USA: From 3 January to 5 February 2019, Sky Sports Action was 
rebranded as Sky Sports USA, with a focus on the National Football 
League (highlighted by the playoffs leading up to Super Bowl LIII) and National 
Basketball Association coverage (highlighted by the NBA Global Games series at The 
02 Arena in London), as well as shoulder and archive programmes. 2980 

e Sky Sports Cricket World Cup: From 31 May 2019 to 14 July 2019, Sky Sports 
Cricket was rebranded as Sky Sports Cricket World Cup. The channel was dedicated 
to the coverage of the 2019 Cricket World Cup in England and Wales. 

e Sky Sports Netball: From July 2019 to August 2019, Sky Sports Mix was rebranded 
as Sky Sports Netball. The channel was dedicated to coverage of the 2019 Netball 
World Cup. 


Sky Sports Racing[edit] 
Main article: Sky Sports Racing 


Sky Sports Racing is the only Sky Sports channel not wholly owned by Sky, although 
Sky purchased majority control of it in 2017. The channel was founded in 2000 as At 
The Races by the Go Racing consortium, a partnership of Channel 4, Sky and Arena 
Leisure plc (owner of Ascot Racecourse, and acting on behalf of a further 27 out of the 
59 UK racecourses) in July 2004. Following its high-profile collapse (and Channel 4 
removing itself from the consortium) the channel - now purely a joint venture between 
Sky plc and Arena Leisure - focuses on horse racing from the UK, Ireland, North America 
and Germany, showing many live races and related shows. The station is "affiliated" 
with various betting companies, since gamblers are generally the sport's main 
audience, and its pictures, provided by satellite link provider SIS, are also commercially 
distributed to betting shops across the country. 


On 1 January 2019, At The Races relaunched as Sky Sports Racing; the relaunch 
includes wider availability and heavier integration with the remaining Sky Sports 
channels, the relocation of production facilities to Sky Studios in Isleworth from their 
former base at SIS's facilities in Milton Keynes, and availability in high definition. The 
network also acquired rights to fixtures from the Ascot Racecourse. 221213311341 


Defunct channels[edit] 


PremPlus| edit] 
Main article: PremPlus 


PremPlus was a pay-per-view channel dedicated to airing live Premier League Football. 
PremPlus launched on 18 August 2001, showing 40 pay-per-view Premier League 


matches. The main presenter on PremPlus was Marcus Buckland with former Arsenal 
manager George Graham providing punditry. The channel was called Premiership 

Plus from 2001 to 2004, before being shortened to the later PremPlus for the beginning 
of the 2004-05 season. PremPlus closed down after the last match of the 2006-07 
season after Setanta Sports obtained a third of the Premier League rights for 2007-10 
This left Sky with only 92 live matches, meaning a Pay-Per-View service was 
unsustainable. An internet television service named Now TV was launched in 2012 
offering a non-contract subscription to Sky Sports thus making the service a part 
spiritual successor to PremPlus. 


Sky Sports News Radio[edit] 
Main article: Sky Sports News Radio 


Sky Sports News Radio was a British online radio station broadcasting sports news, 
results and information 24 hours a day. It is a sister service to the television channel 
Sky Sports News HQ. 


The station was launched in June 2010 and broadcasts online and via digital platforms 
from the Teamtalk studios in Leeds. It originally broadcast from 08:00 to 18:00 only, 
expanding to a full 24-hour schedule in August 2010 to coincide with the start of the 
2010-11 football season. The station was initially only available to Sky Sports 
subscribers, but became free to all listeners when its sister TV channel was removed 
from Freeview. The station can also be listened to via the Sky Sports Apps and third 
party platforms such as Tuneln Radio and The Pure Lounge. 


News reports were sourced from the Sky Sports News newsroom, Sky News Radio and 
information was shared with SkySports.com, based in the same office. The station's 
managing editor was Mark Chesworth. 


The station closed in September 2014. 


Technological advances[edit] 
Sky Sports channels in HD[edit] 


Sky Sports Main Event HD launched on 22 May 2006 as Sky Sports HD, and airs live all 
sports screened in HD like cricket, Premier League and English Football League as well 
as English Premiership, Super League Rugby and among others. The 2008 Ryder Cup 
was also screened in HD. 


In July 2006, Sky Sports HD2 launched on Sky channel 409, at the same time, the 
original HD channel was renamed Sky Sports HD1 and moved to channel 408, with Sky_ 
Sports News switching to channel 405. There was also a HD version of PremPlus, 

called PremPlus HD, which broadcast on Sky channel 483 until the football season 
ended. It was briefly branded Sky Sports HDX and used to broadcast other Sky Sports 
content in HD, before it ceased broadcasting. 


HD broadcasts of rugby league's Super League began from the start of the 2007 season 
in February 2007. Super Bowl XLI marked the first NFL broadcast in HD in the UK; 
additional NFL games in HD have since been phased in. Monday Night 

Football, Thursday Night Football, Thanksgiving Day games and the NFL Playoffs were 
shown in HD from 2008. 


Sky Sports HD3 launched on 17 March 2008, to coincide with WWE's first UK HD 
broadcast. The channel broadcasts a large quantity of WWE and golf. 


Sky Sports HD4 launched on 29 April 2010.22 


Due to an Ofcom review of premium services, Sky Sports HD1 and HD2 launched on the 
Virgin Media platform on 2 August 2010. This marked the first time that Sky's HD 
programming was shown via a rival service. Smallworld Cable added Sky Sports HD1 
and HD2 in the first quarter of 2012. UPC Ireland added Sky Sports 1 HD and 2 HD along 
with Sky Sports News HD on 16 August 2012.89 


Sky Sports News HD launched on 23 August 2010. It was rebranded as Sky Sports News 
HQ HD on 12 August 2014 along with the standard channel. 


On 1 March 2012, the HD channels were given a minor rebrand, with the 'HD' moving to 
the end of the channel names, for example Sky Sports 1 HD instead of Sky Sports HD1. 
Sky Sports F1 HD launched on 9 March 2012.84 


Sky Sports 2 HD was also rebranded to 'Sky Sports Ashes HD' in the same move used 
for the standard channel on 30 June until 31 August 2013.24 Sky Sports 4 HD was also 
rebranded to 'Sky Sports Ryder Cup HD' in the same move used for the standard 
channel on 18 September 2014 until 2 October 2014. 


Sky Sports 3 HD, Sky Sports 4 HD and Sky Sports F1 HD launched on Virgin Media on 15 
July 2014. Sky Sports 5 HD launched on 12 August 2014 as well as being added on 
Virgin Media. Sky Sports 3, 4 and 5 HD launched on Virgin Media Ireland on 15 October 
2014. 


On 1 January 2015, Sky Sports News HQ HD, along with Sky News HD were added on 
Virgin, 281821 


Sky 3Dledit] 
Main article: Sky 3D 


Sky Sports has made a number of high-profile sports broadcasts available on its 3D_ 
television service. The first sports broadcast on Sky 3D was the Manchester 

United vs. Chelsea Premier League game on 3 April 2010. But as of 25 September 2014 
future of Sky 3D looked in serious doubt as Sky announced they will not be airing 

a Premier League game for the 2014-15 season.“ The channel closed on 9 June 2015. 


3D broadcasting tests| edit] 


On 31 January 2010, the match between Arsenal and Manchester United was shown in 
3D in around 30 pubs around the UK. The special glasses were seen being tried by Sir 
Alex Ferguson and Arsène Wenger, and the commentators and the studio presenters 

mentioned of this being a world premiere live sports 3D presentation several times.“4 


4K UHD[edit] 


On 13 August 2016. Selected Sky Sports events became available to watch in UHD for 
the first time. 124 Premier League matches were broadcast in the 2016-17 season 
along with every race, qualifying session and practice in the 2017 Formula One 
season and England cricket's Test match series against South Africa in summer 2017. 
Customers need to be Sky Q 2TB multiscreen customers who subscribe to Sky Sports 
pack in order to receive UHD broadcasts.“ 


4K broadcasting tests/ edit] 


It was widely reported that Sky used the West Ham United v Stoke City Premier League 
game on 31 August 2013 as an internal production test for broadcasting 4K / Ultra HD 
picture. 


In the "Sky Views Blog", Barney Francis, managing director Sky Sports stated that, 
although it was only viewed internally, the test has been key in helping Sky evaluate 
whether it will start broadcasting in 4K. 


"We saw enough in this test event to know that live sport in UHD has real potential. The 
broadcast also demonstrated the capability of our satellite platform, which is ideally 
placed to continue supporting high-bandwidth video." 


"That said, we've still much more to learn, particularly about how to make full use of 
UHD from a live production perspective." 


Sky later tested 4K by broadcasting a whole week of Ryder Cup in 4K format.““4 


It was later reported that Sky would launch their own 4K set top box to broadcast 
sporting events in mid-end of 2015.44 


Programming[edit] 


Sky owns exclusive UK and Ireland, or UK-only exclusivity rights to a number of sports, 
most notably the ones listed below. They also transmit a large range of other sports. 
Some of the BSB's Sport Channel programming were the FA Cup, US Open tennis, and 
American football from the NEL. 


Many of the BSB Sport Channel's rights packages, such as those for the FA Cup, 
Wimbledon and Test cricket, were acquired in tandem with the BBC. 


Football[edit] 
Premier League edit] 


Sky Sports will show 128 live Premier League matches this season.“4 These games are 
played on Friday nights, Saturday evenings and nights, Sundays and Monday nights, for 
which Sky broadcasts the dedicated programmes Friday Night Football (FNF), Saturday 
Night Football (SNF), Renault Super Sunday and Monday Night Football (MNF). David 
Jones is the presenter of Super Sunday and Monday Night Football and Kelly Cates is the 
presenter of Friday Night Football and Saturday Night Football. 


The main studio pundits include Gary Neville, Jamie Carragher, Graeme Souness, Roy 
Keane and Jamie Redknapp. Sky Sports' lead commentators include Martin Tyler, Rob_ 
Hawthorne, Bill Leslie and occasionally, Alan Parry and Daniel Mann while co- 
commentary is regularly provided by Gary Neville, Jamie Carragher, Alan Smith, Andy 
Hinchcliffe, and occasionally, Davie Provan and Danny Higginbotham. On selected 
games, an "in-game analyst" is used as well as the co-commentator and this role is 
usually fulfilled by either Jamie Carragher or Jamie Redknapp. Geoff Shreeves, Patrick 
Davison and Greg Whelan are the main reporters on the Premier League coverage. 


Game of the Day/Match Choice| edit] 


e Game of the Day: On-air at 8:30 p.m. every Saturday evening with the full 90 
minutes of a match selected from the day's 3:00 pm kick-offs. 

e Match Choice: On-air at 10:30 p.m. every Saturday with a choice of extended 
highlights of every Premier League game played that day except matches shown 
live on BT Sport. Viewers on the Sky Digital and Virgin Media platforms can choose 
extended highlights of up to eight games. Viewers who do not use the interactive 
service will see 30 minutes of highlights from one match. 


The lead commentators that appear on Game of the Day and Match Choice, 

include, Gary Taphouse, Tony Jones, David Stowell, lan Crocker, Guy Havord, Rob- 
Palmer, Jonathan Beck and Phil Blacker. On midweek matchdays, Martin Tyler, Rob 
Hawthorne, Bill Leslie and Daniel Mann feature on these games too. Whilst the co- 
commentators include, Tony Gale, Keith Andrews, Andy Walker, Garry Birtles, Davie 
Provan, Don Goodman, Danny Higginbotham, David Phillips, Terry Gibson, lain 
Dowie, Efan Ekoku and Andy Hinchcliffe. These are the same feeds as IMG use for the 
World Feed to broadcast to international audiences. 


English Football League[edit] 


Sky Sports broadcasts exclusive live coverage of the English Football League and EFL 
Cup. Sky show a total of 148 matches## each season, up to 2023-24 from 

the Championship, League One, League Two, EFL Cup and EFL Trophy. Scott 

Minto and David Prutton are the presenters of the EFL coverage. Daniel Mann and Gary 
Weaver are the main commentators with, Bill Leslie, Alan Parry, Rob Hawthorne, Rob 
Palmer and Guy Havord occasionally commentating. The main studio pundits and co- 
commentators include Andy Hinchcliffe, Keith Andrews, Danny Higginbotham, Don 
Goodman and Lee Hendrie. Caroline Barker, Jonathan Oakes, David Craig and Guy 
Havord are the reporters. 


As of the 2018/2019 season, Sky gained rights to show midweek Championship fixtures 
across interactive and digital platforms. This means that whilst one game is being 
shown on the main channel, Sky Sports Football, alternative channel, Sky Sports Action, 
the red button and the Sky Sports app shows coverage of numerous other games on at 
the same time, with commentary. Commentators of these games include, Guy Havord, 
Andy Bishop, Rob Palmer, lan Crocker, Gary Taphouse, David Stowell and Phil Blacker 
with former La Liga commentators, Kevin Keatings, Jon Driscoll and Dominic Johnson 
also commentating. Occasionally, Tony Gale features as a co-commentator on these 
games. 


EFL Cup and EFL Trophy[edit] 


Sky Sports broadcast two matches live per round in the EFL Cup, the two-legged semi- 
finals and the final; a total of 15 live games per season. The contract also allows Sky 
Sports to broadcast the semi-finals and final of the EFL Trophy. Laura Woods and Scott 
Minto are the hosts of games with punditry provided by select guests associated with 
the clubs involved, and in the latter stages of the competition, pundits from Sky's 
Premier League output are used on coverage too. Martin Tyler, Rob Hawthorne, Bill 
Leslie, Daniel Mann and Gary Weaver are the lead commentators throughout the 
competition with the co-commentators including, Gary Neville, Jamie Carragher, Alan 
Smith, Andy Hinchcliffe, Danny Higginbotham, Don Goodman and Lee Hendrie. The 
main reporter on EFL Cup games is Guy Havord, however David Craig is occasionally 
called upon to cover for Havord. 


David Prutton hosts EFL Trophy coverage alongside select guests related to the clubs 
involved. Lead commentary comes from Gary Weaver and co-commentary from Keith 
Andrews, Don Goodman or Lee Hendrie, with Jonathan Oakes and David Craig the 
reporters. 


Scottish Professional Football League[edit] 


Sky share rights to the Scottish Professional Football League with BT Sport. Both 
broadcasters show 30 games per season, with Sky having first pick of matches including 
all Old Firm games shown live on Sky. SPFL Coverage is presented by Eilidh Barbour or 
occasionally Mark Benstead, alongside studio pundits Kris Commons and Kris Boyd. The 


lead commentator on coverage is lan Crocker, or very occasionally, Bill Leslie. The co- 
commentator is Andy Walker or very occasionally, Davie Provan. Luke Shanley is the 
main match reporter or occasionally, Soccer Saturday reporter, Charles Paterson also 
reports. 


NIFL Premiership[edit] 


In February 2017, Sky Sports gained rights to show 5 NIFL Premiership games per 
season until the end of the 2021/2022 season, as well as live coverage of the Northern 
Ireland Football League Cup Final. Presentation comes from Graham Little who hosts at 
the ground. Commentary comes from Northern Ireland national game reporter, Paul 
Gilmour alongside ex-Northern Irish footballer, Steve Lomas. 


Major League Soccer| edit] 


In 2015, Sky Sports secured rights to broadcast Major League Soccer on a four-year 
contract starting from March 2015 up until and including the 2019 season. Commentary 
is taken from the World Feed. 


International football[ edit] 


Sky Sports holds the rights to every home and away match featuring Scotland, Northern 
Ireland, Republic of Ireland and Wales and cover every other match in the European 
Qualifiers except the England match which is on ITV, under this Sky Sports have 
highlights of England matches. However, in 2018, Sky won the rights to show the UEFA 
Nations League meaning all home nations games would be broadcast exclusively by 
Sky, including England games. England matches in the Nations League are presented 
by David Jones with pundits including Gary Neville, Jamie Carragher and Jamie 
Redknapp. The commentators include Martin Tyler and Alan Smith with Patrick Davison 
reporting. For highlights of England matches in the European Qualifiers, there is no 
studio presentation and Martin Tyler and Alan Smith provide commentary. 


All other home nations games are fronted by David Prutton (Northern Ireland, Republic 
of Ireland and Wales), Eilidh Barbour (Scotland only) and Scott Minto (Northern Ireland, 
Republic of Ireland, Scotland and Wales) with guest pundits coming from the country 
associated. Wales's games have commentary provided by Bill Leslie alongside 

either Danny Gabbidon or Dave Edwards with Geraint Hughes the reporter; Scotland's 
games have lan Crocker and Davie Provan as the commentary duo with Luke Shanley 
reporting on coverage; The Republic of Ireland's commentary duo on Sky Sports 
consists of Rob Hawthorne and John O'Shea with Guy Havord the reporter, and Northern 
Ireland's games are commentated on by Daniel Mann and Steve Lomas with Paul 
Gilmour the reporter. 


All home nations games are broadcast across the channels, Sky Sports Main Event, Sky 
Sports Premier League, Sky Sports Football and Sky Sports Mix. Other UEFA Nations 
League and European Qualifiers matches broadcast on these channels involve countries 
such as France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Netherlands and Portugal or games that kick off 
at an earlier time than the prime time 7:45 p.m. slot. These games are commentary 
only broadcasts with no studio presentation. Lead commentators on these games 
include, Rob Palmer, lan Crocker, Daniel Mann, Gary Weaver, Bill Leslie, Kevin Keatings, 
Jon Driscoll, Andy Bishop, Gary Taphouse, Tony Jones, David Stowell, Jonathan Beck and 
Phil Blacker, whilst co-commentary is provided by Tony Gale, Andy Walker, Don 
Goodman, Garry Birtles, Andy Hinchcliffe, Terry Gibson, David Phillips and Efan Ekoku. 
The rest of the UEFA Nations League and European Qualifiers are broadcast via the Sky 
Sports Football Red Button feature or online via the Sky Sports App with World Feed 
commentary. 


Supplementary programming| edit] 


Soccer AM[edit] 
Main article: Soccer AM 


Launched in 1995, Soccer AM, is a Saturday morning talk show presented by John 
"Fenners" Fendley and ex-footballer Jimmy Bullard, with a focus on humorous analysis 
of British football, largely but not exclusively based around the Premier League. 


Soccer Saturday/ edit] 
Main article: Soccer Saturday 


Launched in 1992, Soccer Saturday is a live updates show, broadcast on Saturdays 
during the football season. The programme updates viewers on the progress of 
association football games in the United Kingdom on Saturday afternoons. The current 
host is Jeff Stelling, with studio pundits, Matt Le Tissier, Paul Merson, Phil 

Thompson and Charlie Nicholas, as well as the likes of Sue Smith, Clinton Morrison, Tony 
Cottee, Alan McInally and Matt Murray also appearing in the studio. Regular reporters 
include aforementioned MclInally, Cottee and Murray as well as Chris Kamara, lain 
Dowie, Neil Mellor, Bianca Westwood, Dickie Davies and Johnny Phillips along with many 
others. A midweek programme with the same format fronted by Julian Warren, is also 
broadcast when there are a number of major games taking place, such as on UEFA 
Champions League nights, and is called Soccer Special. Warren also hosts Soccer 
Saturday when Stelling is unavailable. 


Sunday Supplement|edit] 
Main article: Sunday Supplement 


Launched in 1999, Sunday Supplement is a Sunday morning magazine style pundit 
show, presented by Neil Ashton since 2012. Originally Jimmy Hill's Sunday Supplement, 
but after a revamp in 2007, Hill was dropped. 


Goals on Sunday[edit] 
Main article: Goals on Sunday 


Goals on Sunday is a Sunday morning highlights show, presented by Alex Scott & Chris 
Kamara. 


Football presenters[edit] 
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Cricket[edit] 


Sky was the first broadcaster to show live coverage of a complete overseas tour 
involving England when they toured the West Indies in 1990. Since then Sky has 
acquired the rights to show home international series involving England, South 

Africa, New Zealand and West Indies at various times as well as showing almost every 
England overseas tour and ICC tournaments such as the Cricket World Cup, Champions 


Trophy and T20 World Cup. Sky also shows extensive coverage of county cricket, with 


over 60 live games each season involving every county in all competitions. The Kia_ 
Super League was added to Sky's coverage of Women's cricket in 2018, earning rights 
to show 12 matches per season. In 2018 Sky Sports won the rights off BT Sport to 
broadcast all 34 games of the Caribbean Premier League from the 2018 season which 
continued into the 2019 season. 


Sky Sports first started broadcasting Home England Tests in 1999. In a joint deal with 
terrestrial broadcaster Channel 4, it began showing 1 home Test each summer plus one- 
day internationals (Channel 4 were the senior broadcast partner). This arrangement 
continued until 2006, when Sky Sports' flagship live coverage of England's home test 
series began. The previous year, it was announced by the ECB that it had awarded Sky 
exclusive coverage of all of England's home tests, one-day internationals and Twenty20 
Internationals including the 2009 Ashes with highlights on Channel 5 produced by 
Sunset & Vine who produced Channel 4's coverage. The ECB have since renewed Sky 
Sports' deal until 2024 with BBC taking over the rights held by Channel 5 and picking up 
additional rights. The Fifth Test vs India at the Oval, (commencing 15 August 2014) 
was the 200th England Test shown live on Sky Sports. 


Test cricket coverage is presented by former England captain David Gower and an 
illustrious commentary team of Michael Atherton, Nasser Hussain, David "Bumble" 
Lloyd, Sir lan Botham, Michael Holding, Shane Warne, Isa Guha, Andrew 

Strauss and Kumar Sangakkara. Gower himself also appears in the commentary box 
regularly. The team is completed by lan Ward, who acts as the main interviewer and 
secondary presenter when Gower is absent. Michael Atherton, Isa Guha or the 
aforementioned lan Ward would usually conduct the post-match presentation after each 
game. Along with Sky's team, a guest commentator from the touring side also 
contributes to the coverage such as former internationals Ricky 

Ponting (Australia), Wagar Younis (Pakistan), Shaun Pollock (South Africa) or Harbhajan 
Singh (India). Highlights are broadcast in a prime time slot each evening. lan- 

Ward fronts all of England's home ODI and T20 International games alongside Michael 
Atherton, Nasser Hussain, David Lloyd, Shane Warne, Kumar Sangakkara, Andrew 
Strauss, Rob Key and Mark Butcher along with other international guest analysts from 
the touring side, with Isa Guha the interviewer and secondary presenter in these 
formats. 


Overseas series involving England are presented from the London studio by lan_ 

Ward or Nick Knight alongside the likes of Mark Butcher, Dominic Cork, Marcus 
Trescothick and many other guests. One of Ward or Knight would be alongside the likes 
of Michael Atherton, Nasser Hussain, David Lloyd or Rob Key reporting from where 
England would be touring, as they would join the host broadcaster for the series. 


Other international cricket is introduced out-of-vision by David Fulton, Mark 

Butcher or Dominic Cork. This coverage is taken from host broadcasters of that country 
such as Sky Sport in New Zealand, Supersport in South Africa and Sony Pictures 
Networks in the West Indies. For Sky Sport in New Zealand the commentary team 
consists of lan Smith, Mark Richardson, Simon Doull, Scott Styris, Craig McMillan, Mike 
Hesson and Craig Cumming, for SuperSport in South Africa the commentary team 
consists of Mark Nicholas, Mike Haysman, Pommie Mbangwa, Michael Holding, Shaun 
Pollock and Graeme Smith and for Sony Pictures Networks in the West Indies the 
commentary team consists of lan Bishop, Daren Ganga, Jeff Dujon and Sir Viv Richards. 


Coverage of county cricket is presented by Nick Knight or Isa Guha. They are joined by 
an extensive commentary team of, Michael Atherton, Nasser Hussain, David 

Lloyd, Kumar Sangakkara, Rob Key, Mark Butcher (who very occasionally presents 
coverage), Charles Dagnall, Dominic Cork, Marcus Trescothick, Mel Jones, Charlotte 


Edwards and Ebony Rainford-Brent along with many other guests. The presenter also 
contributes to commentary too. 


Coverage of all Women's cricket on Sky Sports is presented by Isa Guha or 
occasionally Nick Knight alongside the likes of Charlotte Edwards, Lydia Greenway, Mel 
Jones and Ebony Rainford-Brent. With Charles Dagnall, Mark Butcher and Rob Key also 
part of the coverage. 


For coverage of the 2019 Cricket World Cup, only matches involving England and the 
semi-finals and final had a presentation team from Sky Sports with all other games 
taking the world feed presentation. lan Ward hosted these games for Sky Sports 
alongside Nasser Hussain, Michael Atherton, Shane Warne, Andrew Strauss and Rob 
Key. Games not involving England had out-of-vision continuity provided by Mark 
Butcher or Dominic Cork. Commentary on all games was provided by the world feed. 


"The Cricket Debate" (formerly called "The Verdict") is shown every evening in a prime 
time slot after every England test match day. Up until the 2019 English cricket 

season the show was presented by the iconic cricket broadcasting duo of Charles 
Colvile alongside Bob Willis. From England's tour of New Zealand in 2019 onwards, 
Colvile presented alongside a variety of Sky Sports as a result of Willis falling ill, which 
resulted in his death.& 


Sky Sports additional Cricket programming includes: 


e The Cricket Debate 
e Cricket Classics 

e Masterclasses 

e In The Zone 


Rugby union[edit] 


In 2014, Sky Sports extended their already long-term deal with the RFU to continue 
showing England Internationals (outside of the Six Nations) exclusively live up until the 
end of the 2019-20 season. This includes their autumn test matches 

at Twickenham and their annual Spring fixture. Furthermore, Sky broadcast live England 
Saxons, under 18, under 20 & England Women. As a part of the deal with the RFU, Sky 
also has the rights to broadcast at least 11 games per season from the RFU_ 
Championship. 


Sky hold the rights to broadcast New Zealand, Australia, South Africa Tests and The. 
Rugby Championship. This means that, aside from Italy, France, Wales and Scotland, 
Sky hold the right to show all Tier 1 nations home Tests (outside the Six Nations 
Championship). Highlights of England Internationals are shown on BBC Sport and Ireland 
Internationals are shared with RTE Sport. 


Sky also hold the rights to tour matches by England, Ireland, Scotland and France, 
to South Africa, Australia and New Zealand (as a part of their contract with SANZAAR) 
until 2018. 


Sky Sports broadcast two live matches each weekend from the Top 14. Sky's contract 
with SANZAR also allows them to show live matches from the Super Rugby competition. 


Rugby union coverage on Sky Sports is fronted by Alex Payne, James Gemmell and 
Rupert Cox. With guests including Will Greenwood, Sean Fitzpatrick, Michael 
Lynagh, Paul Wallace, Scott Quinnell, Pat Sanderson, Marcelo Bosch, Johan 
Ackermann, Maggie Alphonsi, Rory Lawson, Shane Horgan, Stuart Barnes, leuan 
Evans, Dewi Morris, Frankie Sheahan, Scott Hastings and Alan Quinlan. Lead 


commentators include Miles Harrison, Rupert Cox, Johnnie Hammond and Martin 
Gillingham. 


Rugby league[edit] 


The power of television over sport can perhaps be best portrayed by the change 

of rugby league from a winter sport to one played during the summer months under the 
banner of Super League. These changes caused great controversy when they were 
introduced in 1996, yet they have been seen as positive and as having an impact even 
greater than the broadcaster has had with football. 


The sport is now seen as being in a healthy state with two or three live matches from 
the Super League every week fronted by Brian Carney who is joined in the studio 

by Terry O'Connor, Phil Clarke, Barrie McDermott or Stuart Cummings. Jon 

Wells provides analysis from the touchscreen regularly. Bill Arthur, Ben Proe or Stuart 
Pyke lead the commentary team alongside the summarisers, Terry O'Connor, Phil 
Clarke, Jon Wells, Barrie McDermott and Jodie Cunningham. Jenna Brooks and Fraiser 
Dainton are the pitch-side reporters. 


Live Super League broadcasts routinely rank amongst the top 10 most watched 
programmes in a week on Sky Sports. Sky has sold rights to a highlights package of the 
Super League to BBC Sport, who air The Super League Show on Sunday 
nights/Afternoon in Northern regions, with a nationwide replay on Monday afternoon. 


Beginning in 2012, Sky Sports airs Challenge Cup matches alongside the BBC: usually, 
they will air one match in the fourth and fifth rounds and two of the quarter-finals with 
highlights of the Semi-Finals and Finals which are exclusively live on the BBC. 


Coverage of the Australia and New Zealand's National Rugby League returned to Sky 
Sports in 2018 on a five-year contract. The deals includes selected matches from 

the Telstra Premiership plus the NRL Grand Final as well as the State of Origin 
series, Pacific Tests, Auckland Nines and the All Stars Match. 


Motorsport[edit] 


Sky Sports broadcasts major motorsport events. This includes: 


e Formula One - since 2012, all race weekends Exclusively Live except British GP from 
2019 to 2024.54 


e Race of Champions, Goodwood Festival of Speed, FIA Formula 2, FIA Formula 
3 IndyCar all shown on Sky Sports F1 

Formula One| edit] 

Main article: Sky Sports F1 


In July 2011, Sky Sports acquired joint rights to broadcast Formula One in the United 
Kingdom from 2012 until 2018.22 The deal included the rights to show all practice and 
qualifying sessions, in addition to the races. The joint broadcast rights were held 

by BBC but transferred to Channel 4 from the 2016 season. The shared nature of the 
contract initially meant that Sky Sports F1 showed all races live, with 10 races being 
shown by both Sky and Channel 4 (who were also televising highlights of all races on a 
delayed basis)./54551, however since the start of the 2019 season, sky have had exclusive 
rights to broadcast every race live except the British GP, which is both live on Sky 

and Channel 4, however channel 4 still show highlights of both qualifying and the race 
from ever other GP. Whilst the initial announcement did prove controversial (with early 
promises that the races wouldn't be uninterrupted by commercials doing little to quell 


the negative initial reaction from many fans and observers52), in its first two years of 
broadcasting, the coverage has twice won F1 International Broadcaster of the Year from 
the FIA (in 2012 & 2013). 


Sky Sports F1 currently broadcast the entire 2019 season in 4K Ultra-HD, on the Sky Q 
Silver Ultra-HD package. 


Presentation team at Grands Prix: 


e Simon Lazenby hosts coverage with Martin Brundle, Paul di Resta, Damon 
Hill, Johnny Herbert, Karun Chandhok, Nico Rosberg, Jenson Button and Anthony 
Davidson as race weekend analysts across the season. 

e David Croft provides commentary on practice sessions, qualifying and the race. 
During practice sessions, Di Resta, Davidson and Chandhok are the co- 
commentators, while Brundle provides trackside analysis. For qualifying sessions 
and the race, Brundle is the co-commentator, but if unavailable for a race weekend, 
Di Resta, Davidson or Chandhok stand in as replacements. 

e Ted Kravitz, Natalie Pinkham and Rachel Brookes report/present across pit-lane and 
paddock and cover for Lazenby in some practice sessions. For the 2019 
season, Karun Chandhok also provides analysis from the pit-lane along with Kravitz. 

e Craig Slater reports on races for Sky Sports News. 


Sky Sports' additional F1 programming includes: 


e The F1 Show 

e Ted's Notebook 

e Welcome to the Weekend 

e The Inside Line (not a Sky production) 


Golf[edit] 


Golf is one of the most broadcast sports across the Sky Sports channels, with at least 
one tournament shown live in 50 weeks of the year. Sky Sports’ golf presenters 
include, Nick Dougherty, Sarah Stirk, Rob Lee and James Haddock. The expert analysts 
include Paul McGinley, Rich Beem, Mark Roe, David Howell and Tony Johnstone. The 
lead commentators include Ewen Murray, Richard Boxall and Richard Kaufman, as well 
as presenter, Rob Lee. The co-commentators include expert analysts, McGinley, Beem, 
Roe, Howell, Johnstone, and presenter, Nick Dougherty, as well as many other guests, 
with Wayne Riley and Andrew Coltart providing on-course commentary. Tim Barter and 
Sarah Stirk are the main interviewers on the golf coverage, with James Haddock 
reporting on majors for Sky Sports News. Sky Sports also use Golf Channel’s 
commentary for broadcasts of the PGA Tour. 


Major championships[edit] 


Sky Sports has exclusive UK rights for all 4 majors including the US Open, The Open 
Championship, the PGA Championship and the Masters Tournament.8 


Sky also broadcast major championships from the women's tour and senior tour, 
including the Kraft Nabisco Championship, US Women's Open, Senior PGA 
Championship, Senior British Open Championship and US Senior Open. 


World Golf Championships| edit] 


Since its inception in 1999, Sky Sports has broadcast the World Golf 
Championships exclusively live, with the exception of the 2001 WGC-American Express 


Championship, which was broadcast on the BBC. They usually present the broadcast on 
site, as they do for major championships and the Ryder Cup, reflecting their importance 
in the game as the next most important series of events after the majors. 


PGA Tour[edit] 


Sky also have exclusive live UK rights to broadcast the PGA Tour including The Players 
Championship and PGA Tour Playoffs for the FedEx Cup until 2022, as well as up to 7 
events per year from the LPGA Tour.5% 


European Tour[edit] 


Sky have rights to at least 32 events on the European Tour until 2022, including 
the Dubai World Championship and exclusive live coverage of the BMW PGA 
Championship with highlights only on the BBC. 


Ryder Cupl[edit] 


Sky Sports shows live coverage of the sport's premier event, the Ryder Cup. Since 1995, 
they have held the exclusive live UK rights to the biennial team event between USA and 
Europe, broadcasting the event in its entirety for the first time at Oak Hill in 1995. The 
event was broadcast in High Definition for the first time in 2006 at the K Club in County 
Kildare Ireland. Since 1999 it has also offered interactive coverage with options 
including the American coverage, Highlights and course guides. Sky holds the rights 
until 2012, with BBC broadcasting evening highlights. In 2010, Sky broadcast the Ryder 
Cup in 3D, making it the first live event on Sky 3D, Europe's first residential 3D channel. 


They also broadcast all of the other major professional team events in the sport such as 
the Presidents Cup, Seve Trophy, Royal Trophy, Omega Mission Hills World 
Cup and Solheim Cup. 


In 2010, Sky Sports broadcast in excess of 150 tournaments from the men's and 
women's tours. 


Darts[edit] 


Sky Sports covered some BDO tournaments during its inception, including the 1992 
Winmau World Masters, which was previously broadcast on ITV. Since the creation of 
the World Darts Council in 1992, since renamed the Professional Darts 

Corporation (PDC), formed when many of the leading darts players, including Phil 
Taylor, Eric Bristow, John Lowe and Dennis Priestley, broke away from the British Darts 
Organisation (BDO), the game's then sole ruling body, Sky Sports has broadcast the 
new organisation's main darts tournaments live, which currently includes the following. 
Between 1993 and 2007 Sky were the only regular UK broadcaster of PDC Darts (apart 
from the 1999 BDO v PDC showdown between Phil Taylor and Raymond van 

Barneveld which was broadcast on ITV). However this changed in 2007 when ITV 
covered the PDC/BDO tournament the Grand Slam of Darts, this moved to Sky in 2011 
however ITV continued to show the European Championship and Players Championship 
Finals, their coverage expanded in 2014 to cover the UK Open and the Masters. 


Sky's coverage includes the PDC World Darts Championship which it shows ona 
temporary channel Sky Sports Darts. The tournament has been broadcast live and in its 
entirety by Sky Sports in the UK since its inception. Since 2009 the tournament has 
been shot in High Definition (HD). The tournament has become more and more popular 
in recent years with the 2007 World Final achieving a viewing figure in excess of 1 
million for the first time. Sky also shows the PDC World Cup of Darts, Premier League 


Darts, the World Matchplay, the World Grand Prix, the Grand Slam of Darts and the PDC 
Under-21 World Championship (final only). Sky used to show the UK Open but since 
2014 this has been shown on ITV. 


Sky Sports has not covered any BDO darts since the split in darts. 


Sky Sports darts coverage was initially presented by Jeff Stelling with Eric Bristow and 
commentary by John Gwynne and Dave Lanning while Sid Waddell joined Sky from the 
BBC in 1994. Dave Clark replaced Stelling in 2002 although covered some tournaments 
in 2001, Stuart Pyke joined the commentary team in 2003, Rod Harrington and Nigel 
Pearson joined in 2005, Rod Studd joined in 2008 and former BBC Darts commentators 
David Croft and John Part joined in 2013. David Croft only works for Sky Sports Darts on 
the PDC World Darts Championship and some weeks of the Premier League Darts and 
Stuart Pyke also works for ITV coverage of PDC Darts. 


Sky Sports darts team: Dave Clark: (2002-present); Stuart Pyke: (2003-present, Also 
works for ITV Sport Darts Coverage 2007-present); Rod Harrington: (2005-present); 
Nigel Pearson: (2005-present); Rod Studd: (2008-present); Wayne Mardle: (2010- 
present); David Croft: (2013-present, previously worked for BBC Sport darts coverage 
2003-2012); John Part: (2013-present, previously worked for BBC Sport darts coverage 
1995-2007). 


Former Sky Sports Darts Team: Eric Bristow (1993-2016, died in 2018); John Gwynne: 
(1993-2013, subsequently with Eurosport's BDO Darts coverage); Dave Lanning: (1993- 
2010 & 2013, died in 2016. Previously worked for ITV Sport 1972-1988); Jeff Stelling: 
(1993-2002); Sid Waddell: (1994-2012, died in 2012. Previously worked for BBC Sport 
1978-1994). 


Boxing[edit] 


Eddie Hearn's Matchroom Sport enjoys an exclusive television deal with Sky Sports 
through 2021 and provides Sky Sports with upwards of 20 boxing events per year. 

{1 Some of the coverage is shown on a pay-per-view basis via Sky Sports Box Office. 
Anna Woolhouse is the lead presenter, alongside former boxers, Johnny Nelson, Spencer 
Oliver, Paulie Malignaggi, Carl Froch and Tony Bellew, with also the likes of Paul 

Smith and Matthew Macklin. Commentator Adam Smith is alongside Carl 

Froch or Matthew Macklin for the primary commentary pairing on main event cards. On 
larger pay-per view events, Tony Bellew, Paulie Malignaggi or David Haye join the 
commentary team. Andy Clarke and Matthew Macklin commentate on undercard action. 
The reporter and post-fight interviewer is Andy Scott. 


In April 2019, Sky Sports will shows nine fights of the World Boxing Super Series in 
2018-19 season, starting from both semi-finals in Lafayette, USA between the 
bantamweight: Nonito Donaire against Zolani Tete (for the WBA (world), WBC 
(diamond), and WBO (world) titles) and super lightweight: Regis Prograis against Kiryl 
Relikh (for the WBC diamond and WBA world titles). At the finals, the WBSS winners in 
every different divisions will also take home the greatest prize of boxing Muhammad 

Ali trophy. Previously, this event has been aired on ITV Box Office in 2017-18 season 

but ITV didn't want to renewed the contract for this season after shows the 2017-18 
super middleweight final, between the both British Callum Smith and George Groves (for 
The Ring and WBA (super) world titles, won by Smith via KO7). 


NFL[edit] 
Main article: NFL on Sky Sports 


Gaelic Games[edit] 


On 2 April 2014, Sky Sports signed a deal with the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) to 
broadcast fixtures from both the All-Ireland Senior Football Championship and the All- 
Ireland Senior Hurling Championship. The deal gave Sky Sports 20 championship 
matches across both sports, including both semi-finals and both All-Ireland Finals. Sky 
would have exclusive rights in both the Republic of Ireland and the UK to 14 of these 
matches, with the remaining six matches being simultaneously broadcast by RTE in the 
Republic of Ireland. The deal covered the years, 2014 to 2016. It was estimated that the 
GAA would make €0.5 million from the deal. The deal led to debate in Ireland, with 
many loyal fans being unable to watch some key games during the All-Ireland season. 
The debate was reignited, with Michael Duignan stating publicly on RTE: "The biggest 
disgrace of the weekend was on Saturday evening, that Waterford and Kilkenny (Round 
2 hurling match) wasn't shown free-to-air in this country", a statement which resounded 
with many GAA fans across Ireland and gained much public sympathy, bringing further 
into question the continuation of the Sky GAA deal in the long term.'* On the other 
hand, the GAA was unlikely to receive the same amount of money from RTE as it got 
from Sky, especially given RTE's increasing emphasis on soccer. 


Summary of sports rights[edit] 
Football[edit] 


Football broadcasting rights acquired by Sky 


Competition di Broadcast details 
Reese + die n live matches per season (Packages 
UEFA Nations. | | Exclusive live coverage of all games until 2021" 
League 
England football sof Exclusive live coverage of all UEFA Nations League 
team and in-season friendly games until 2021. 

: 138 live matches per-season and all 15 play-off 
English Football a ; N 5 hae 
REE -F it matches, including all three finals, until May 2024/6869 
EFL Cu -+ dda | 15 live matches per-season, including semi-finals and 


EFL Trophy AT if 
Scotland football SE 
team 


Scottish Premiership | Z4 


Wales football team | ii 


Northern Ireland 
football team 


NIFL Premiership -- 


Northern Ireland 
Football League Cup 


Republic of Ireland EE 
football team 


Major League Soccer | Œ= IM 


Cricket[edit] 


final until 2024 


Live coverage of the semi-final and final until May 
2024 


Live coverage of all UEFA Nations League, qualifiers, 
and friendly games until 2022. 


30 live matches per season to 2019! 2020-2025: 
Live coverage of 48 matches per season, plus all six 
play-off matches! 


Live coverage of all UEFA Nations League, qualifiers, 
and friendly games until 2022. 


Live coverage of all UEFA Nations League, qualifiers, 
and friendly games until 2022. 


5 Live matches per season until the end of 2021/2022 
Season 


NIFL League Cup Final Live 


Live coverage of all UEFA Nations League, qualifiers, 
and friendly games until 2022. 


Live up to and including 2019 season4121 


Countr 


Event name y 


Broadcast Details 


ICC Cricket World Cup 


ICC World Test 
Championship 


ICC Champions Trophy 


ICC T20 World Cup 


ICC Women's World 
Cup 


ICC Women's T20 
World Cup 


ICC U19 World Cup 


England cricket 
team and England 
women's cricket team 


International Test 
matches and Limited 
overs cricket 


County Championship 


One-Day Cup 


T20 Blast 


Live until 2023089 


Live until 2023 


Live until 2021 


Live until 2020 


Live until 2021 


Live until 2022 


Live until 2022 


All home Test, ODIs and T201 matches live until 
202442 Selected Tests available in 4K. 


Live coverage of all England overseas Tours, plus 
Tests, ODIs, and T20Is from South Africa, West 
Indies and New Zealand (until 2020) 


Live until 2024. At least 60 days of domestic 
cricket each summer covering each of the major 
competitions 


Live until 2024 


36 live matches per season until 2024 


The Hundred 


Caribbean Premier 
League 


League Name 


IRB Sevens World 
Series 


IRB Junior World 
Championship 


Women's Rugby 
World Cup 


British and Irish 
Lions 


England Quilter 


International Series 


The Rugby 
Championship 


SANZAAR Tests 


RFU Championship 


Broadcast Details 


Live in 2017 


Contract includes England Saxons, Under 
18s, Under 20s & England Women): Live 
until 2020 


Including tours to Australia, New Zealand 
and South Africa by England, Scotland, 
Ireland: Live until 2021 


2017-2022: 80 live Super League matches, 
Super Rugby a including Magic Weekend, all play-offs, 
including the Grand Final 
Mitre 10 Cup 


Live coverage in 2019 


The Open 


Championship Live coverage until 2021 


Live coverage in 2019 


Live coverage in 2019 


Live until 2022 


World Golf 
Championships 


Other events Live until 
PGA Tour 2022 
Biala Ar Other events Live until 
p 2022 


Live until 2022 


Scottish Open 


X 


Live until 2022 


Wales Open th Live on Sky Sports 


Women's British Open | Sis Live on Sky Sports 
Irish Open Golf BI Live on Sky Sports 
Motorsport[edit] 

Series Name lare Broadcast Details 


Formula One 


FIA Formula 2 


Championship (previously 
known as GP2) 


FIA Formula 3 
Championship (previously 
known as GP3) 


IndyCar Series 


Boxing[edit] 


Series Name 


World Championship 
Boxing 


All races live until 2024 on Sky Sports F1 


== All events exclusively available in 
4K. Exclusive live rights from 2019 to 
2024 with British Grand Prix and 
highlights free to air 


Live on Sky Sports F12% 

Live on Sky Sports F1 

ma Live on Sky Sports F1 from 2019 
iva Broadcast Details 
| @ | 12 world title fights Live from Germany 


Matchroom Sport 20 shows a year live until 2021 


World Boxing Super » 9 shows (6 semi-finals and 3 finals) live in 2018- 
Series 19 season 


Rugby league[edit] 


Competition Broadcast Details 


per Lea oc + 80 live games per season between 2017 and 2021.7% 
Championship Live until 2021 


One fifth round match, one sixth round match and two 
Challenge Cup quarter-finals Live until 2021 plus highlights of the 
final 


World Club 
Challenge 


National Rugby 


League Live until 2022 


Horse racing[edit] 


co 


Dubai World Live coverage 
Cup j 


Sky Sports Live coverage from 29 UK courses 
Racing including, Chepstow and Lingfield 


Equestrianism[edit] 


Race name Countr Broadcast 
y Details 


Horse of the Year 
Show 


Hickstead Derby 


Darts[edit] 


Tournament 


PDC World Darts 
Championship 


Premier League 


Grand Slam of Darts 


World Matchplay 


World Grand Prix 


Triathlon[edit] 


Series Name 


British Triathlon Super 
Series 


Broadcast 
Details 


Live until 2025 


Live until 2025 


Live until 2025 


Live until 2025 


Live until 2025 


Countr Broadcast 
y Details 


= Highlights 


American football[edit] 


Countr 


Competition y Broadcast Details 
Super Bowl =a Live until 2019; 
NEL playoffs = Live until 2019 
TA == |Live until 2019.2 
NFL London == Both Tottenham games exclusively live in 
Games 201981 


Gaelic Games[edit] 


Series Countr 


Broadcast Details 
Name y 


20 live games including All-Ireland football and hurling semi- 


GAA a Br | finals and final until 2022, 


Netball[edit] 


Countr Broadcast 


Series Name y Details 


Netball 


SIRIO -F if | Live Coverage 


Badminton[edit] 


Countr Broadcast 


Series Name y Details 


National Badminton -j= 
League 


Live Coverage 


Bowls[edit] 


e International Open Bowls: Live Coverage 


Basketball[edit] 


Series Countr 


Broadcast Details 
Name y 


Live Coverage until 
= je 
NBA = +] 2022 


= [+] Live Coverage until 


Sa 2022 


Previous coverage[edit] 
Football[edit] 


Premier League[edit] 


Between the 2016-17 and 2018-19 seasons, Sky Sports broadcast a 3 pm Saturday 
match exclusively for subscribers in the Republic of Ireland. The coverage went out 
under the Premier League Live banner and was anchored by the match commentators. 
The rights for these games were taken over by Premier Sports for the 2019-20 season 
onwards. 


UEFA Champions Leaguel[edit] 


Sky Sports covered the UEFA Champions League between 2003 and 2015 but in 2013 
Sky was outbid by BT Sport and the rights transferred at the end of the 2014/15 
tournament. with highlights on ITV Sport. Since 2018 until at least 2021, however, BT 
Sport have also acquired the rights to the highlights to the Champions League and UEFA 
Europa League. 


FA Cup and FA Community Shield[edit] 


Sky Sports covered the FA Cup since it first went on air as BSB's Sports Channel in 1990 
alongside the BBC but has not broadcast the FA Cup since 2008 after both broadcasters 
were outbid by ITV and Setanta. After the collapse of Setanta, Sky did not bid for the 
rights so they went to ESPN UK. In 2014-15 the rights transferred from ITV and ESPN to 
BBC and BT Sport after bidding together. From 2020, ITV won the rights back off BT 
Sport meaning live coverage of all FA Cup games is on free-to-air television with BBC 
and ITV sharing the rights. 


Sky Sports had been the first channel to show the Community Shield live and as with 
the FA Cup, Sky has not broadcast this event since 2011 after rights transferred to ITV 
and then BT Sport, then later back to ITV. 


England National Football Team[edit] 


One of Sky's first major live football rights deal was exclusive live coverage of 

the England football team and held these rights throughout the 1990s. The live rights 
transferred to BBC Sport in 2001 until 2008, and currently remain free to air with ITV 
owning the rights. 


Sky Sports currently still provide coverage of England matches, however not nearly on 
the same scale as in the 1990s. They are limited to just UEFA Nations League and mid- 
season international friendlies which, thanks to the aforementioned UEFA Nations 
League competition, have not occurred as often as they once did. 


La Liga[edit] 


Sky Sports was the long-time home of La Liga, the top-tier of Spanish domestic football, 
having broadcast the competition for 20 years. From the 2018-19 season, the rights to 
broadcast La Liga were won by Eleven Sports, then subsequently Premier Sports. During 
Sky Sports' tenure as La Liga broadcaster, live matches were broadcast on Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday nights. Towards the end of the contract, Sky Sports 
broadcast up to 10 live matches each round with the coverage handled by the 
commentators who included Rob Palmer, Kevin Keatings, Jon Driscoll and Dominic 
Johnson. They would usually be joined by summarisers, Gerry Armstrong, Terry 

Gibson, David Phillips, Garry Birtles and Efan Ekoku. Highlights and weekly review of La 
Liga, were shown on Revista de La Liga, presented by the Spanish football 

expert Guillem Balagué. 


Eredivisie| edit] 


In 2014, Sky Sports signed an exclusive 4-year deal! to show live matches from the 
Dutch top-flight league Eredivisie. The commentary was taken from the world feed 
provided by IMG Worldwide. Starting with the 2018-19 season, live and exclusive rights 
were won by Eleven Sports. 


Chinese Super League| edit] 


In 2016, Sky Sports added another competition to its unrivaled schedule of live football 
with the addition of the Ping An Chinese Football Association Super League (CSL). 

ra Commentary was from the World Feed, usually by Wayne Boyce, Paul Walker or Dan 
O'Hagan. From the start of the 2019 season, live and exclusive rights were won 


by Eleven Sports, 5) 
Cricket[edit] 
Indian Premier League| edit] 


In 2015 Sky Sports won exclusive UK rights to broadcast the Indian Premier League for 3 
years taking the rights from then broadcaster, ITV4 and in 2018, these rights were 
renewed on a multi-year deal, however as of the 2019 season, Star India will broadcast 
all matches through Star Gold and Hotstar. BT Sport also won rights to broadcast the 
competition in 2019. 


Rugby union[edit] 


Sky Sports was the first channel to show live rugby union every week when it picked up 
the rights to show the top division of England club rugby in the mid 1990s. The rights 
transferred to ESPN in 2009 and the league is now covered by BT Sport. Sky Sports also 
covered England matches from the 5/6 nations from 1997 to 2002 as well as France v 
England with all other matches being live on the BBC, the rights were sold to the BBC in 
2003 and they covered every match live from the Six Nations until 2015 when BBC and 
ITV teamed up to keep the rights free to air after the BBC were outbid by Sky Sports 
with BBC covering France, Wales & Scotland home matches and ITV covering England, 
Ireland & Italy. 


In 2003, Sky Sports began its coverage of the Heineken Cup, when it outbid the 
previous rights holder BBC Sport with its offer of £20 million for 3 years. Coverage of 10 
matches each pool weekend and all knockout matches from the Heineken Cup was the 
norm. Additionally, up to three matches per round in the Amlin Challenge Cup were 
usually shown. Following the demise of the Heineken Cup, Sky Sports shared the rights 
to the newly formed Rugby Champions Cup with BT Sport, until the 2017-18 season. 
Sky exclusively broadcast up to 30 pool matches, 2 quarter-finals and 1 semi-final from 
each competition with the finals being shown by both. Sky also received first pick on 
Challenge Cup matches involving Premiership Rugby clubs. From the 2018-19 season, 
Sky Sports no longer have the shared rights to the Champions Cup, these passed 

to Channel 4 and so did the contracts to cover Ireland's Autumn Internationals after 
2018. 


Commencing from the 2014-15 season, Sky Sports began showing games from 

the Pro14 (covering 30 matches alongside the current terrestrial broadcasters BBC 
Wales, S4C, TG4, BBC NI and BBC Alba). From 2018, Premier Sports broadcast all 152 
games live. 


Rugby league[edit] 


Until 2012, Sky aired Championship and Northern Rail Cup games on Thursdays and 
Sundays, until the rights for these were purchased by Premier Sports. 


Sky also held the rights to show the majority of the matches from the Four Nations and 
the previous competition the Tri Nations live, with the other games being shown live or 
in highlights form on BBC Sport and Sky Sports previously showed the 2008 World 

Cup exclusively live with only highlights on the BBC. This agreement ended in 2012 and 
Sky Sports surprisingly lost the rights to International Rugby League from the 2013 
Rugby League World Cup to the BBC and Premier Sports. The matches for the 2013 and 
2017 Rugby League World Cup were shared between the BBC and Premier Sports with 
BBC covering all England matches, Wales v Italy, One Quarter Final, One Semi-final and 
the Final in 2013. The BBC and Premier Sports had also signed a deal to cover the 2014 
and 2016 Four Nations. 


Tennis[edit] 


For nearly 25 years, Sky Sports was the main broadcaster of the US Open until 2015 but 
decided not to renew its contract to broadcast this event in 2016. Sky also previously 
covered Davis Cup tennis but these rights moved to the BBC and Eurosport.24 Sky was 
the broadcaster of ATP Tour events from 2002 until 2018, when Amazon Prime 

Video became the exclusive UK broadcaster. 2 


Ice hockey[edit] 


In 2006, Sky Sports began showing a replay from a match in the Elite Ice Hockey 
League every week. Due to large audience numbers, even though it is normally on Sky 
Sports 4, they decided to show a live game for the first time in several years when they 
showed the play-off finals in 2010. A new deal was signed for the 2010/11 season in 
which Sky agreed to show eight live games throughout the season and a weekly 
highlights show. However, the broadcast rights have since moved to Premier Sports. 


WWE [edit] 


In 1989, Sky acquired the rights to WWE. Sky Sports Arena was considered the home of 
WWE programming on Sky, as the majority of the programmes were shown on it. 


Part of the deal with Sky stated that major PPV's such as WrestleMania, Survivor Series, 
the Royal Rumble and SummerSlam were part of the Sky Sports Box Office pay-per-view 
service, and that SmackDown's first broadcast moved from Sky One to Sky Sports. As 
part of the deal, Raw was shown live on Sky Sports Arena early Tuesday morning 
because of the time difference. SmackDown! was broadcast live early Wednesday 
morning for the same reason. 


Sky also broadcast WWE's third brand, ECW on Sci Fi before it was cancelled. For a 
couple of months it replaced WWE Velocity on Sunday mornings. It was shown two 
nights after the US broadcast after a viewer complained to Ofcom in August 2006 about 
an image in the opening credits, and Sky agreed to air the program after the watershed. 


The deal of 14 Pay-Per-Views did not account for WWE's extra pay-per-views which have 
been added subsequently, and therefore WWE Cyber Sunday would not have been 
picked up by Sky. However, a last-minute deal was struck between Sky and WWE, that 
allowed the PPV to be shown live on Sky Sports 1.2 


The first WWE event to be shown in wide-screen (16:9) format on Sky Sports was No- 
Way Out on 18 February 2008 at 1 am on Sky Sports 1. Although after this, other WWE 
programming were still in standard (4:3) format however due to complaints all WWE 
programming will now be airing in widescreen from a down-scaled HD feed. 


When WWE Heat ended in June 2008, it was replaced with WWE Vintage Collection, a 
programme which showcases classic archive matches from the extensive WWE Video 


Library. 


On 30 January 2014, Sky Sports announced they had signed another five-year deal with 
WWE. Sky will now continue to exclusively broadcast WWE's flagship shows in the UK 
and Ireland through to 2019.2 


WWE pay-per-views were previously shown on Sky Sports for free roughly every five 
months, with all remaining pay-per-views being broadcast on Sky Sports Box Office at 
an additional cost. However, as of 2015, all pay-per-views were broadcast on Sky Sports 
Box Office at a cost of £19.95. 


On 20 June 2019, it was announced that WWE would be leaving Sky Sports after 30 
years, with BT Sport taking over the rights from January 2020.24 
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Sky Sports F1 


sky sports Pa 


Launched 9 March 2012 


Owned by Sky 
Picture 2160p UHDTV 
format (downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 
the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 
Audience 0.15% (August 2018, BARB) 
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Satellite 


Channel 406 (SD/HD) 
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IPTV 
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Watch live 


(UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere 


Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Sky Sports F1 is a television channel created exclusively for Sky's UK and Ireland 
coverage of Formula One, with Sky having a package of rights from the 2012 season to 
the 2024 season.“! From 2019 to 2024, Sky Sports F1 has the exclusive rights to 
broadcast Formula 1 live in the UK and Ireland, and will sub-licence highlights of all 
races and qualifying sessions plus the British Grand Prix live to Channel 4. Since 2017, 
Sky Sports F1 has broadcast Formula 1 in 4K UHD.” 


Background[edit] 


The BBC initially had exclusive UK rights from 2009 until the end of the 2013 season, 

1 having regained the rights from ITV. However, because of the licence fee freeze and 
resultant review of cost constraints, it was believed that the BBC were to leave F1 after 
the 2011 season. 


A new broadcast rights deal was announced on 29 July 2011, stating that Sky_ 

Sports would cover all races live, (half of which would be exclusively live). Both Sky and 
the BBC would cover the remaining races live including the British Grand Prix and final 
race. It also allowed the BBC to show highlights of all races, (including the other races 
that they did not have live rights to cover). 


Subsequently on 21 December 2015, it was announced that the BBC would be ending 
their broadcast rights three seasons early after the 2015 season with the free to air 
rights to 10 live races and highlights of all 21 races going to Channel 4. However, BBC 
Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra would continue to broadcast live 
commentary of the whole season, including practice, qualifying and the races until the 
2021 season. 


Prior to the launch of the channel, there was some controversy about switching Formula 
One coverage at least in part to pay television,“ as the BBC brought Sky into the 
discussions a few days before the deal was announced, despite reported interest 

from Channel 4." However, since its launch, similar channels have launched in Germany 
and Italy (to name but two) and had seen further moves towards a pay TV/free-to-air 
coverage mix by FOM (the Formula 1 rights holder). 


In November 2011, Sky announced the new dedicated F1 channel would launch in 
March 2012,2% and will air all Fl races with coverage of practice sessions, qualifying and 
the race, live and commercial free.24 


Launch[edit] 


On 13 January 2012, an advert was released saying the channel would launch on 9 
March 2012, seven days before the start of the 2012 Formula One season. During 2012, 
the channel was on air for sixty-three hours during race weeks and thirty-two hours 
during non-race weeks.22 Sky Sports F1 announced via Twitter that there would not be a 


dedicated Sky Sports F1 app, however the F1 section on the Sky Sports News app was 
enhanced, 


Sky Sports F1 launched with a two-hour special of The F1 Show, presented by Simon 
Lazenby, Martin Brundle and Damon Hill, previewing the 2012 Formula One season. 


Availability[edit] 


Sky Sports F1 HD on the Sky platform was available to new and existing customers 
before 1 April 2013 providing they subscribed to the HD pack. Existing subscribers to 
all of the Sky Sports channels without the HD pack receive a standard definition version. 
451 Virgin Media and Smallworld Cable offer the standard definition version of the 
channel to Sky Sports subscribers, it is not available separately.224 The HD version of 
the channel was made available to Virgin Media customers subscribing to the Sky 
Sports Collection with the additional Sky Sports HD pack on 15 July 2014. A standard 
definition version of the channel is also provided through Sky Go. 


Since 18 July 2017, new Sky TV customers are able to purchase the channel as a 
standalone channel, or as part of a larger Sky Sports package## Sky Q multiscreen 
customers with a 2TB box who subscribe to any Sky Sports F1 pack also receive 4K 
broadcasts at no extra cost. 


International syndication[edit] 


Beginning at the 2016 Formula One season, Canadian F1 rights holder TSN began to 
simulcast Sky's coverage, including the pre- and post-race programmes and in-race 
commentary.2 


For the 2018 Formula One season, Formula One's new US rights holder ESPN (which is a 
minority stakeholder in TSN, and whose parent company was, at the time, intending to 
acquire Sky through its purchase of 21st Century Fox) similarly began using Sky Sports 
F1's commentary, along with a simulcast of the pre-race show and some of the post- 
race show if necessary. However, after criticism over its handling and timing of 
adverts during the race coverage of the 2018 Australian Grand Prix (at times cutting off 
announcers mid-sentence), ESPN announced that it would broadcast the remaining 
races of the season with a single presenting sponsor, and no commercial interruptions. 
eu For the 2019 Formula One season, Welcome to the Weekend and Pit Lane Live also 
became avaliable on the digital subscription service ESPN+,22) 


Coverage([edit] 
Formula One[edit] 


The 2012 season started on 16 March (live practice) from the Melbourne Grand Prix 
Circuit, Australia. Sky Sports broadcast every practice session, qualifying session and 
race live. The season passed 19 countries on the way. Formula One visited places as 
diverse as China, Bahrain, Belgium, Italy, and also United States for a Grand Prix taking 
place in Austin, Texas at the brand new Circuit of the Americas. The season came to an 
end at the 2012 Brazilian Grand Prix on 25 November 2012. 


On 7 March 2012, Sky Sports F1 revealed their theme tune for the 2012 season, "Just_ 
Drive" by Alistair Griffin, which has been re-recorded with the Prague Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Rodolfus Choir. (Incidentally, the original version of the song was also 
used as the BBC's ending theme for 2010).! The 43-second opening credits feature 
archive footage of former world champions and memorable F1 moments from 32 


Grands Prix between 1950 and 2011. The theme tune is also used on 7he FI Show and 
for Classic F1. 2014 saw a rearrangement of the theme to go with their updated titles. 
Sky's original arrangement is still utilised for its coverage of Classic F1 races. 


During the 2012 season, Santander UK was the official sponsor of Formula One 
coverage on Sky Sports F1 in a deal estimated to be worth £3 million. The coverage 
has more recently been sponsored by Shell until 2014. From the 2015 Malaysian Grand 
Prix, FairFX sponsored coverage on Sky Sports F1 for the rest of the 2015 season.24 


The season opening Australian Grand Prix, the first to be broadcast exclusively by Sky, 
had an average audience of 526,000 viewers between 4.30 am and 9 amon 18 March, 
with a five-minute peak of 1.02 million as Jenson Button took the chequered flag. The 
BBC's live coverage of the same race last season averaged 2.13 million viewers, a 
51.1% share of the audience.£29 


Sky Sports won "Best TV Broadcast Award for Outstanding Coverage" at both the 2012 
FIA Prize Giving Ceremony (following Sky Sports F1's debut season presenting Formula 
One)24 and again in 2013. 


Beginning 2019, Sky Sports holds exclusive rights to all races excluding the British 
Grand Prix. In September 2018, it was announced that Channel 4 had agreed to a sub- 
licencing agreement with Sky, under which it will broadcast free-to-air highlights of all 
races, and live coverage of the British Grand Prix. As a condition of the deal, Channel 4 
agreed to give Sky the right to carry full series of its drama programming (including its 
curated foreign dramas collection Walter Presents) on its on-demand platforms. In 
exchange, Sky also sold a free-to-air run of its own drama Tin Star to Channel 4. 22112211301 


Presentation and commentary team[edit] 


On 9 December 2011, Sky announced their coverage team for the 2012 season.24 The 
presentation team currently consists of: 


Appearanc 


Name Job 
es 
Simon Host and presenter of all live F1 build-ups, post-race analysis and the 
All races : : : 

Lazenby opening practice session. 

David Main commentator on all practice sessions, qualifying and races and the 

Croft All races host of #AskCrofty. He previously covered F1 on BBC Radio 5 Live from 

Sio 2006-2011. He contributes to The F1 Show also.82 

Karun Former HRT, Lotus F1 driver throughout 2010-2011. 
Chandho | Most races 

k Expert analysis at selected races in 2019 and pitlane reporter 
Initially only the driver interviewer (a role she previously held on BBC 

Natalie Selected | Radio 5 Live in 2011), sometimes host of The FI Show and currently 
Pinkham races presents the final practice session on Saturdays. Conducts driver parade 


interviews at selected races. Regular host of the F1 Report.8® 


Johnny 
Herbert 


Rachel 
Brookes 


Craig 
Slater 


Martin 
Brundle 


Damon 
Hill 


Anthony 


Davidson 


Paul di 
Resta 


Nico 
Rosberg 


Most races 


Most races 


Selected 
races 


Most races 


Selected 
races 


Selected 
races 


Most races 


Selected 
races 


Expert analyst after stints as an F1 driver from 1989-2000, winning three 
Grands Prix with Stewart and Benetton. 


Sky Sports News reporter who interviews the drivers for Paddock 
Uncut on Thursdays and provides F1 news reports. 


She takes turns to co-host The F1 Show, F1 Report and the final 
practice session on Saturdays. 


Conducts driver parade interviews at selected races. 


Sky Sports News reporter who interviews the drivers for Paddock 
Uncut on Thursdays and provides F1 news reports. 


Former F1 driver and tester with many podium finishes to his name. 


Co-commentator for qualifying and race day for all races, Brundle also 
provides expert analysis of practice, qualifying and races, in addition to 
the pre-race grid-walk. He previously covered F1 on ITV between 1997 
and 2008 and on the BBC from 2009-2011. 


The former World Champion“ provides expert analysis and insight. 
Initially only available for certain races throughout the year,» he had 
since increased his involvement to become more regular at race 
weekends. 


Former F1 driver for Super Aguri, BAR and Minardi. 


Also ex-test driver for the Honda and Mercedes F1 teams. 


Currently a Toyota sports car driver and 2014 World Endurance 
Champion after a previous stint with Peugeot. 

Co-commentator during practice sessions and analyst for selected race 
events. 


Davidson previously filled in as co-commentator for ITV during Hungary 
2006 and was co-commentator for BBC Radio 5 Live between 2008- 
2011. 


Provided co-commentary for qualifying and race during the 2017 
Hungarian Grand Prix weekend. He was a last minute replacement for 
Williams reserve driver Paul di Resta, who was drafted into the cockpit to 
cover for an ill Felipe Massa. 


Brundle was not at the event after a vomiting bug caught during the 
previous race in Britain. 


Raced for Force India (2011-2013) and Williams (Hungary 2017) after 
winning the DTM championship in 2010. 


Regular expert analyst at race weekends, as well as co-commentator 
throughout practice sessions, and is the secondary co-commentator for 
qualifying and the race if Brundle is absent, when he is not racing 

in DTM for Aston Martin. 


2016 Drivers World Champion and multiple race winner. Drove for 
Williams and Mercedes between 2006-2016 before announcing a shock 
early retirement. 


Provides expert analysis on a selection of races throughout the year. 
Also works for RTL in Germany and Sky Italia's F1 coverage. 


Jenson 


Button 


Ted 


Kravitz 


2009 Drivers World Champion and multiple race winner. He drove 

for Williams, Benetton, Renault, BAR, Honda, Brawn 

GP and McLaren between 2000-2016, with a reserve drive in place 

of Fernando Alonso (who was competing in IndyCar) at the 2017 Monaco 
Grand Prix 


Selected 


races He won his championship in 2009 with Brawn GP, in their only season in 


the sport. 


Provides expert analysis on a selection of races throughout the year 
starting with the 2018 British Grand Prix. 


Pit-lane reporter, who hosts the second free practice session and Ted's 
Notebook. Kravitz provides news, analysis and technical information 
from his position in the pit-lane. He previously covered F1 on ITV from 
2002-2008 and on the BBC from 2009-2011. 


Selected 


races 


Former team: 


Name 


Georgie 
Thompson 


Steve 
Rider 


Allan 
McNish 


Bruno 
Senna 


Peter 
Windsor 


Anna 
Woolhouse 


Pat 
Symonds 


Job 


Conducted interviews with drivers and other members of a team outside a race 
weekend, which were then used as features during build-ups to qualifying and races. 
She also co-hosted The FI Show with Ted Kravitz in 2012 and worked on the "SkyPad" 
with various members of the team and special guests. She departed at the end of the 
2012 season. 


Host and presenter of F1 Legends usually on after the race coverage at selected 
races. The series ended in 2014. He also presented F1 on ITV from 2006 to 2008. 


Ex-F1 racer for Toyota and test driver for Renault between 2002-2003. 


Acted as part-time analyst for selected races. Departed for a position within the BBC's 
F1 coverage. 


Raced for HRT, Lotus Renault GP and Williams from 2010-2012. 


Expert analyst for selected races throughout the 2014 and 2015 seasons as well as 
driving in sports car29 and Formula E®” racing events. 


Host and presenter of Ta/es from the Vault usually on after the race coverage at 
selected races. 


Former host and presenter of the FI Midweek Report. Now has a new name and 
presenters. 


Technical analyst at a small number at races in 2017, but departed coverage for an 
unknown reason from 2018 onwards. 


Marc Studio/Technical Analyst on the F1 Report and member of the production team. Left 
Priestley | mid-way through 2018. 


Support races[edit] 


In February 2012, it was announced that Sky Sports F1 would also broadcast 
the GP2 and GP3 series live.22 


e Formula 2 - Formula 1's feeder series 
e Formula 3 - Feeder series for Formula 2 


Sky Sports takes the world feed commentary for Formula 2 and Formula 3, which comes 
from Alex Jacques (Will Buxton from 2012-2014), who is usually joined by various co- 
commentators, mainly F1 reserve drivers such as Karun Chandhok (2011, 2013-2014) 
or Jérôme d'Ambrosio (2012) and Luca Filippi (2013-2014), Davide Valsecchi (2013- 
2014, 2016-) and Gary Anderson (2014). Since 2016, Jacques has been joined by 2012 
GP2 champion Valsecchi for F2 events. Johnny Herbert and Rosanna Tennant are more 
recent members to the commentary and reporting team. 


IndyCar[edit] 


Sky Sports F1 aired the opening round of the 2012 IndyCar Series season, the premier 
level of American open wheel racing. Rounds 2 and 3 were then aired on their usual 
channel, Sky Sports 4, before the fourth round, the Sao Paulo Indy 300 moved back to 
Sky Sports F1. Since then, all the other rounds were aired on Sky Sports 4 and 
sometimes on the Sky Sports Active service. Motorsport commentator and 

presenter Keith Huewen was the regular host of the coverage. 


The IndyCar Series moved to BT Sport in 2013, but returned to Sky Sports F1 

in 2019 under a new contract by Sky's new owner Comcast, which also holds the entire 
U.S. domestic rights to the series were also assumed by sister brand NBC Sports. It is 
similar to The Open Championship, which airs in Britain on Sky Sports Golf and in the 
United States by Comcast's The Golf Channel, narua 


Past coverage[edit] 


Darts[edit] 


Between 14 December 2015 and 5 January 2016, the channel was temporarily 
renamed Sky Sports Darts with coverage dedicated to the 2016 William Hill World 
Darts Championship. 


Programming[edit] 


e The F1 Show; 


The first programme to air on Sky Sports F1 was its weekly magazine show; The F1 
Show. Initially presented by Georgie Thompson and Ted Kravitz (apart from the launch 
show, which was presented by Simon Lazenby), then by Kravitz and Natalie Pinkham, as 
of the 2014 season, it is presented by Natalie Pinkham or Rachel Brookes with 
contributions from David Croft, Paul di Resta/Anthony Davidson, Johnny Herbert/Damon 
Hill. 


e Fi Legends; 


A series of interviews with some of the greatest names in F1 history hosted by Steve 
Rider. Sometimes is captioned Architects of F1 and features non-F1 drivers, but ex-F1 
engineers and famous technical directors. This series has now ended and no new 
interviews have been filmed. 


e F1 Report; 


Presented by Natalie Pinkham or Rachel Brookes and regular analyst Marc Priestley. In 
the week before or after a race, the programme looks in further depth at some of the 
stories and incidents that featured or may feature in race weekends. This series has 
been replaced by Welcome to the Weekend, a Thursday race weekend show with a 
similar format. It no longer features Marc Priestley. 


e Classic F1, 


Coverage of an F1 race from the archive corresponding to the current race that 
weekend. 


e Ted's Notebook; 


A topical show presented during pre-season testing, as well as Qualifying and Race 
days. Presented by Ted Kravitz. 


Various other documentaries have been shown about F1 history. These include 1970s 
season reviews produced by Brunswick Films. 


During the 2012 and 2013 season (beginning at the 2012 British Grand Prix), they aired 
the new McLaren cartoon Tooned before each live race. It featured the current McLaren 
drivers as themselves and comedian Alexander Armstrong as Professor M. 


Features[edit] 


Sky Sports have a device called the 'SkyPad', used by the likes of Anthony 

Davidson and Ted Kravitz. It is used to show highlights and past features of the race 
commencing, such as mistakes by drivers. The SkyPad also has a virtual car which 
comes out of the screen and is used to illustrate technical innovations. The virtual car is 
no longer used. 


Sky Sports News[edit] 


During the Formula One season, Sky Sports News has two pit-lane reporters; Rachel 
Brookes and Craig Slater. They provide exclusive content to SSN viewers on the latest 
Formula One news. Brookes role has increased to include presenting some editions of 
the F1 Show and as an alternate driver interviewer (in addition to Natalie Pinkham). 
David Gariddo was at selective Formula 1 races throughout 2012 and previewed the 
race weekend from the Sky Sports News perspective. Since the 2013 season, Tony 
Jardine has been providing an analytical previews for all race weekends. 


Sky Race Control[edit] 


Sky Race Control is the brand name used across all of Sky Sports F1's interactive 
services. Sky Race Control is available via the red button as well as the Sky Sports 
website and iPad app in conjunction with a Sky ID. Features include the race coverage, 
official Formula One timing showing times of all 20 drivers in every session and 3 
selective onboard camera feeds alternating between certain drivers. Sky Race Control 


has been scrapped on PC in 2015, but continues on the TV and the Sky Sports F1 iPad 
application. 


Criticisms[edit] 


It was reported that, on 18 March 2012, BSkyB chief executive Jeremy Darroch ordered 
a news story on a plan to sell a stake of F1's parent company and shake-up commercial 
deals published the previous day to be removed from the Sky News website, subject to 
a review.!5! It was alleged that the move came after Sky Sports F1 executive producer 
Martin Turner complained that it had upset seven of the twelve Formula One teams 
ahead of the Australian Grand Prix.“ The story was republished the following day 
substantially unchanged except for the replacement of some sections quoting directly 
from confidential documents. Jeremy Darroch said that "the issue was about process" 
and that Sky's sports team at the grand prix were not "properly briefed" ahead of 
publication.# When questioned whether the request for a review represented a 
commercial interference in Sky News's editorial independence, Darroch said Sky needed 
to have "proper rigour in terms of our processes in our business". “2 
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Sky Sports Racing 


sky Sports racing 


Launched 1st May 2002 (original) 
11th June 2004 (relaunch) 


Closed 29th March 2004 (original) 


Owned by Sky/Arena Racing Company 


Picture 1080i HD 

format (downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 
Audience 0.09% (July 2019, BARB) 

share 

Formerly At The Races (2002-2019) 


called 


Sister Challenge, 

channel(s) Pick, 
Sky One, 
Sky Two, 
Sky Arts, 
Sky Atlantic, 
Sky Cinema, 
Sky Crime, 
Sky News, 
Sky Sports, 
Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Website www.attheraces.com www.skysports.co 


m/racing 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 415 (HD) 
Channel 888 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 535 


Virgin Media Channel 418 


Ireland 


eir Vision Channel 415 


| Streaming media 


At The Races https://www.attheraces.com/atrplayer 


Player 


Sky Sports Racing (formerly At The Races) is a British pay television channel 
devoted to horse racing. A joint venture between Sky and Arena Racing Company, it 
broadcasts coverage of domestic, European and international horse racing events. 


In January 2019, after previously operating autonomously from its sisters, the channel 
was re-launched as part of the Sky Sports family of channels. 


History[edit] 


at the races 
AT THE RACES 


Current website logo 


Former channel & website logo 


It was originally launched on 1st May 2002 as Attheraces™, a partnership between the 
aforementioned entities plus Channel Four Television Corporation. It stopped 
broadcasting on 29th March 2004 2! due to financial problems but, after restructuring, 
was relaunched on 11th June 2004 without Channel Four. istat needea) 


On 30 April 2018, it was announced that At The Races would be relaunched as part of 
the larger Sky Sports portfolio as Sky Sports Racing by the end of the year. With the 
relaunch, the channel will have wider distribution within Sky Sports' packages, and 
availability on mobiles through Sky Go. The rebranding occurred 1 January 2019. In 
April 2018 it was announced Chester Race Company had signed a 10 year deal to bring 
Live Racing from Bangor-On-Dee and Chester to Sky Sports Racing from March 2019 In 
July 2018, it was also announced that beginning also in March 2019, it would also hold 
rights to Ascot.® The "At The Races" brand name however, remains in use as a website 
and on the channel's Twitter page, complete with a new logo. 


Programming[edit] 


The channel starts broadcasting at 9 am every day. In the mornings on the hour, Racing 
News is shown, followed by reviews of previous days racing. This format is repeated 
several times and updated with interviews. Presenters change over in the early 
afternoon and the lead presenter is joined by a guest to discuss the afternoon's racing. 
Until 1 January 2019, it was produced at the SIS broadcast facility in Milton Keynes. It is 
now produced from the newly automated Studio G at Sky Studios in Isleworth!®, 


e Racing Review 

e The Racing Debate 

e Get In 

e Raceday Live 

e Sky Sports Racing Stateside 
e Australian Racing 


Presenters[edit] 


e Robert 'Sir Bob' Cooper - Studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e Sean 'Boycie' Boyce - Studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e Matt Chapman - Studio presenter and on-course reporter. Also works for ITV Racing 

e Darrell Williams - Studio presenter 

e Anthony 'Enzo' Ennis - Studio presenter and commentator 

e Luke Harvey - Occasional studio work and on-course reporter. Also works for ITV 
racing 

e John Hunt - Studio presenter (also BBC Radio 5Live commentator) 

e Simon Mapletoft - Occasional studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e jason Weaver - Studio presenter and on-course reporter. Also works for ITV racing 

e Mike Cattermole - Studio presenter and on-course reporter (was also formerly 
presenter/commentator for Channel 4 Racing) 

e Zoey Bird - Studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e Alex Hammond - studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e Derek 'Tommo' Thompson - Studio presenter (was also formerly a 
presenter/commentator for Channel 4 Racing) 

e Hayley Moore - Studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e Aly Vance - Studio presenter 

e Kieran O'Sullivan - Studio presenter 

e Hayley Turner - Occasional on-course reporter and jockey 

e Martin Kelly - Studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e Jim McGrath - Reporter (was also formerly the BBC's main commentator) 

e Mick Fitzgerald - Jump racing reporter (also an ITV Racing pundit) 

e Gina Bryce - Studio presenter and on-course reporter 

e Tim Caroll - Studio presenter 

e John Blance - Studio presenter and race commentator 

e Vanessa Ryle - On-course reporter 


Courses[edit] 


The partner racecourses are: 


e Ascot 

e Bangor-on-Dee 
e Bath 

e Brighton 

e Chepstow 

e Chester 


e Doncaster 
e Fakenham 


e Ffos Las 


e Fontwell 
e Great Yarmouth 
e Hereford 
e Hexham 


e Lingfield Park 
e Newcastle 
e Newton Abbot 


e Plumpton 

e Ripon 

e Sedgefield 
e Southwell 


e Towcester 
e Uttoxeter 
e Windsor 


e Wolverhampton 
e Worcester 
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Sky Sports News 


sky sports WSIE 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


1 October 1998 


1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.56% (April 2019, BARB) 


Your home of sports news 


Sky Sports.com TV 
(2000-2001) 

Sky Sports News HQ (2014- 
2017) 


Challenge, 
Pick, 

Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 
Sky Cinema, 
Sky Crime, 
Sky News, 
Sky Sports, 
Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Website skysports.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 409 (SD/HD) 
Channel 863 (SD) 


Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 509 (HD) 
(UK) Channel 519 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 408 
Channel 438 (HD) 


WightFibre Channel 85 

D-Smart Channel 82 
IPTV 

TalkTalk TV Channel 401 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 
(UK) 


Now TV Watch live (UK) 


Watch live (Ireland) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live 
(Ireland) 


Sky Sports News (SSN) is a British pay television sports news channel run by Sky, a 
division of Comcast. 
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The channel focuses on football but reports on a range of sports; sports to which Sky do 
not possess broadcasting rights receive limited coverage. The programming is 
presented by two anchors in the studio who read the news or introduce short clips 
featuring highlights and interviews. Tabs at the bottom of the screen give unrelated 
information on other sports, while a sidebar also shows unrelated league tables or other 
information. The content of the main studio feed generally repeats. 


The live programming is from 6:00am to midnight. It plays the replay edition of Through 
the Night continuously all night long (when there is no important breaking news or 
events coverage). 


Live sport[edit] 


On 20 May 2007, SSN broadcast the Conference National play-off Final between Exeter 
City and Morecambe. This was the first live match to be shown on the channel since 
certain European games involving British teams were shown to provide exclusivity when 
competing with the then operational OnSports (owned by ITV) as Sky Sports News was 
not available at that time via digital terrestrial platforms. '2e4ea This was due to all 
other Sky Sports channels being occupied by live sport. This enabled Freeview viewers 
to watch a live match on Sky Sports. The station also had live coverage of Wales v New 
Zealand on 26 May 2007 and the La Liga tie between Espanvol and Barcelona in 
December 2007. 


History[edit] 


Sky Sports News viewing figures 


Sky Sports News launched on 1 October 1998, the launch date of BSkyB's Digital 
Satellite service, and was BSkyB's first digital only channel. On 10 April 2000, SSN 
relaunched as Sky Sports.com TV, to tie with the launch of the SkySports.com 
website. 


The channel scrapped its ".com TV" look, and on 1 July 2001, Sky Sports News launched 
another graphics change. A major part of this was the standardisation, i.e. a more 
corporate look across the Sky channels. The channel also scrapped its slogan and just 
paid attention to the fact of the news. 


From April 2002, Sky Sports News had another face-lift. The channel stayed in the same 
studio, but with a silver look replacing the old wooden bench, and there was a promise 
of being first for breaking news, along with much more useful information. 


In 2004, Sky Sports News changed its image, with a more open blue look to the channel. 
The titles featured players such as Frank Lampard, Tim Cahill, Thierry Henry and Ryan 
Giggs passing the football to each other and unveiling the Sky Sports News logo. 
Programmes such as Ford Sports Centre were dropped, and replaced with shows such 
as Sky Sports Now, Sky Sports Today, Sports Saturday, Sports Sunday, Good Morning 
Sports Fans, Through the Night, News HQ at 5, News HQ at 6, Gillette Soccer 

Special, Goals Express, Today's Goals Now and Sky Sports News at Ten. 


The channel also previously used a different piece of music for each news programme, 
the most well-known of these being Republica's "Ready to Go", "The Time Is Now" 

by Moloko, "Surface to Air" by The Chemical Brothers, "Shooting Star" by Deepest Blue, 
and "Club Foot" by Kasabian. 


Sky Sports News was rebranded as Sky Sports News HQ on 12 August 2014. The new 
studio is twice the size of the old one and includes an 18 square-metre video wall.! As 
part of the change the channel moved to Sky channel 401.2 New graphics were also 
introduced, as part of the launch. Following the rebrand of the Sky Sports channels in 
July 2017, the channel was once again renamed Sky Sports News. 


Revamps[edit] 


Sky Sports News - August 2007, featuring former presenter Dan Lobb 


In August 2014, Sky Sports News was rebranded as Sky Sports News HQ and moved to 
Channel 401 to be at the forefront of Sky Sports channels. Within this introduction the 
channel introduced an updated studio including brand new features, overhauled 
graphics and a new theme. 


HD channelf[edit] 


Sky Sports News HD launched on 23 August 2010 on Sky channel 455,4 transferring to 
channel 405 several months later. The HD channel offered enhancements such as 
widescreen viewing and sharper graphics. A range of new programmes, such as First 
Fast Now and Sky Sports News at Seven were launched plus new presenters, as well as 
the extension of existing offerings, such as Ed Chamberlin presenting a regular live 
Sunday afternoon sports update. 


Sky backed the launch of the channel with an extensive advertising campaign, including 
an advert featuring its current presenters, stressing that the new channel would make it 
the first sports broadcaster to have five high definition channels. 


Programmes[edit] 


e Good Morning Sports Fans, News and views on today's early stories, a look at the 
back pages, a tip on today's racing and a sporting weather forecast. 

e Football Centre 

e Sky Sports Tonight This evening's top sports news stories. 

e Sports Saturday Rolling live news coverage of everything sport throughout the 
day. 

e Sky Sports News at 10, A round-up of the day's sports news, featuring highlights 
and interviews with the players and managers making the headlines. 


Discrepancy between Sky and Freeview[edit] 


From 2002, Sky Sports News was available free to view on digital terrestrial TV. On 
Sky's digital satellite service, the channel was made available to the Sports Pack from 1 
September 2009, in addition to being available in the News & Events Pack. 


Sky Sports News was removed from Freeview on 23 August 2010 and replaced with 
Sky3+1, a one-hour timeshift Sky3.8!22 Approval for the DTT change was needed from 
the regulator Ofcom, which told Sky and multiplex licence holder Argiva that the move 
"would not unacceptably diminish the capacity of the services broadcast to appeal to a 
variety of tastes and interests."“4 


Sky claimed that the move back to pay TV allowed them to improve the channel 
through increased editorial investment. Bz 


Virgin Media dispute[edit] 


On 1 March 2007, Virgin Media removed Sky's basic channels including Sky One, Sky 
Two, Sky News, Sky Sports News, Sky Travel and Sky Travel Extra, from their Television 
Services after a dispute between Virgin Media and BSkyB caused by the expiry of their 
carriage agreement and their inability to reach a new deal,“ after attempts were made 
to reach an agreement. At Midnight, Sky Sports News was removed, with its EPG slot 
being renamed derisively as "OLD SKY SPORTS SNOOZE" (it was removed with a public 
apology by Richard Branson hours later). As a direct rival to Sky Sports News, Virgin 
Media and Setanta Sports launched Setanta Sports News on 30 November 2007. 


A deal was eventually reached between Virgin and Sky resulting in Sky Sports News 
returning to the Cable platform on 13 November 2008 on channel number 517.24 


Simulcasts[edit] 
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A number of programmes are simulcast on other Sky Sports channels, including the 
06:00 to 09:00 portion of breakfast sports news programme Good Morning Sports 
Fans, Soccer Saturday and many of the midweek Soccer Specials. 


Soccer Saturday has been simulcast on other Sky Sports channels for many years. Until 
the 2007/08 season most or all of the programme was broadcast on Sky Sports 1. This 
was cut back in August 2007 to just the live scores section of the programme i.e. 
between 15:00 and 17:15. Simulcasting of Soccer Saturday on Sky Sports 1 stopped 
altogether in August 2010 but returned to Sky Sports 1 for the 2013-14 season as part 
of Sky Sports 1 devoting all of Saturdays to football. The simulcast ran between 15:00 
and 16:55. For the 2014-15 season the simulcasts switched to the newly launched Sky 
Sports 5. 


Until 1 July 2013, two hours of live feed (daily at 07:00 BST, weekdays at 17:00 BST) 
and one hour of delayed feed (daily at 23:00 BST) were picked up by Fox Soccer in the 
United States; both Fox Soccer Channel and Sky Sports were News 

Corporation channels at the time. More hours of the channel were picked up in critical 
periods such as the end of transfer windows and coverage of qualifying draws for Euro 
tournaments. The American simulcasts were discontinued on that date as Fox Cable 
Networks wound down Fox Soccer's operations for the 2 September 2013 launch 

of FX sister channel FXX on its channel space for the launch of Fox Sports 1 and Fox 
Sports 2. Until March 2017, the only Sky output carried on an American network was 
darts coverage and Sky Sports 2's coverage and related programming, such as The 
Verdict, involving the England cricket team on ONE World Sports. ONE World Sports 
closed in March 2017. Sky's English team coverage has since moved to Willow in the 
United States, including the pre-show and The Verdict. 


Upon Comcast's acquisition of Sky, the network began to collaborate with new sister 
U.S. network NBCSN (which holds the Premier League rights for the United States), 
beginning with transfer window coverage being simulcast by the channel, and Sky 
reporters contributing to an NBCSN-produced transfer window programme hosted by its 
own Premier League pundits. In February 2019, it was announced that an hour of 
programming from Sky Sports News would air daily at 11:00 ET beginning 4 March (as 
part of a change to its daytime schedule after losing rights to The Dan Patrick Show). 


Notable presenters[edit] 
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Current male presenters[edit] 
e Pete Graves 


e Julian Waters 
e Mike Wedderburn 


e jim White 
e Adam Leventhal 
Current female presenters[edit] 


e Vicky Gomersall 
e Hayley McQueen 
e Jo Wilson 


e Rachel Gredley (nee Wyse 
Former presenters[edit] 


e Natalie Sawyerts 
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Sky Box Office 
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This article is about the UK PPV system. For the New Zealand PPV system, see Sky Box 
Office (New Zealand). 


| Sky Box Office 


box office 


|Launched 16 March 1996; 23 years ago 


Closed 4 January 2017; 2 years ago (Cinema) 


Owned by Sky 


| Picture 2160p UHDTV 
format (downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


Audience 0.01% (June 2019, BARB) 


share 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area Ireland 


Formerly Sky Box Office (1996-2011) 


called 


Sister Challenge, 
channel(s) Pick, 
Sky One, 
Sky Two, 
Sky Arts, 
Sky Atlantic, 
Sky Cinema, 
Sky Crime, 
Sky News, 
Sky Sports, 
Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 
Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 491 (Sports) 
Channel 492 (Sports HD) 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 419 (Sports) 


Sky Box Office is the name of Sky's pay-per-view (PPV) system operated in the United 
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. There were three branded divisions of Sky Box 
Office - Sky Cinema Box Office, Sky Sports Box Office and Sky 3D Box Office. 
Until 1 February 2011, the system ran under unified Sky Box Office branding. On 4 


January 2017, all Sky Cinema Box Office channels ceased broadcasting, with only Sky 
Sports Box Office remaining available. 


History[edit] 


Sky Box Office launched on 16 March 1996 on Sky Analogue. At the time it carried 
mainly sporting events, such as major boxing fights. The first of these was Frank 
Bruno's WBC World Heavyweight Championship defence against Mike Tyson. Initially 
events were ordered by telephone, either on the day of broadcast for £14.95 or in 
advance at a reduced price of £9.99. Ordering an event charged the viewer and then 
the subscriber's VideoCrypt viewing card would be activated over the air, enabling the 
viewing of the broadcast. The charge would be levied unless the viewer cancelled prior 
to broadcast, or returned the viewing card as proof that the event hadn't been watched. 
On some occasions, Box Office events would be broadcast on other Sky channels, such 
as Sky Sports 3. 


Four dedicated Sky Box Office channels were launched on 1 December 1997 on Sky 
Analogue. At this time multiple showings of selected movies, shown in advance of their 
broadcast on Sky's existing subscription movie channels, were added. Initial movies 
included The Long Kiss Goodnight and Courage Under Fire. However, at least one hour 
pre-ordering was required, and for most movies one purchase at £2.99 only bought one 
viewing. 


With the move to Sky Digital in 1998, where the Sky Digibox provided a data return 
path, events and movies - the latter now copy protected - could be bought minutes 
before or even during the event either by telephone or through an on-screen menu 
and PIN system. 


Sky launched a sister pay-per-view channel in August 2001, Premiership Plus, which 
shown select football matches from the Premier League live. The service closed in 2007 
as Sky were forced by the European Union to break their broadcasting monopoly on the 
competition. 


A range of pay-per-view 3-D films were also screened on Sky 3D. 


On 1 February 2011, Sky Box Office was rebranded as Sky Movies Box Office for movies. 
21 Later in the year, Sky Sports Box Office branding was added for sports and Sky 3D 
Box Office for 3D. 


On 4 January 2017, all Sky Cinema Box Office channels ceased broadcasting, with only 
Sky Sports Box Office remaining available.“ 


Content[edit] 


Although at launch it showed mainly sporting events, since the launch of Sky Digital, 
movies along with concerts became the predominant content. However, Sky Cinema 
Box Office's limited movie choices and relatively high prices increasingly left it suffering 
in comparison to online DVD rental systems. As of 2011, films were first shown on Sky 
Box Office on the same day as DVD release, prior to that there was a 2 to 3-month 
window between DVD release and Sky Box Office release. Some films still retained the 2 
to 3-month window between DVD and Sky Box Office releases. Since 2017 only sports 
content is available for purchase. 


Content can be purchased directly through a Sky remote control. This can be 


accomplished by pressing "Box Office", purchase an event, confirm the order and enter 


the PIN if prompted. They can also be ordered online via Sky Box Office. 


Boxing pay-per-view fights[edit] 
Further information: Pay-per-view $ United Kingdom 


This section is transcluded from Pay-per-view. (edit | history) 


Select boxing pay-per-view figures (mainly from Sky Box Office) between 1966 and 
2018. Many of these figures are based on BARB weekly viewing data figures.” 


[| — Fights which held the UK PPV sales record 


Date Fight Network Buys SES 
21 May 1966 Muhammad Ali vs. Henry Pay TV 40,000 | 
Cooper Il 
coo Frank Bruno vs. Mike Tyson II | Sky Box Office | 660,000 | & 
9 November Naseem Hamed vs. Remigio Sky Box Office | 420,000 | is 
1996 Molina 
| 8 February Naseem Hamed vs. Tom ii 
1997 su Sky Box Office | 720,000 
3 May 1997 | Naseem Hamed vs. Billy. Sky Box Office | 348,000 | =a 
Hardy 
Evander Holyfield vs. Mike i 
28 June 1997 | Evander Holyfield vs. Mike | Sky Box Office | 550,000 | 12 
Tyson Il 
13 March Evander Holyfield vs. Lennox Sky Box Office | 400,000 |== 
1999 Lewis 
29 January Mike Tyson vs. Julius Francis | Sky Box Office | 500,000 | ®® 


19 August Naseem Hamed vs. Augie 
2000 Sanchez 


[12] 


Manny Pacquiao vs. Ricky f 

2 May 2009 aan Sky Box Office | 900,000 
Amir Khan vs. Andreas : 

18 July 2009 ock Sky Box Office | 100,000 


7 November ; : : : 
2009 Nikolai Valuev vs. David Haye | Sky Box Office | 469,000 


3 April 2010 David Haye vs. John Ruiz Sky Box Office | 177,000 
24 April 2010 | Carl Froch vs. Mikkel Kessler | Primetime 


18 September | Kell Brook vs. Michael 
13 November David Haye vs. Audley Sky Box Office | 223,000 | a 
2010 Harrison 


12 
[15] 
16. 
[17] 
[18] 
[19] 
[20] 


cat to 
11 December | Amir Khan vs. Marcos È 
2010 madana ~ Sky Box Office | 164,000 


16 April 2011 | Amir Khan vs. Paul McCloskey 200,000 


George Groves vs. James 
DeGale 


21 May 2011 Sky Box Office | 43,000 


Wladimir Klitschko vs. David 


2 July 2011 Hoye 


Sky Box Office 


25 May 2013 | Carl Froch vs. Mikkel Kessler Il | Sky Box Office 


Ai Carl Froch vs. George Groves | Sky Box Office | 47,000 | 2 


Carl Frocn vs. George Groves + 28 
31 May 2014 |CarlFroch vs. George Groves. | sky Box Office | 355,000 | & 
30 May 2015 | Kell Brook vs. Frankie Gavin Sky Box Office | 139,000 | 9 


Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. f 1000 02i 
2 May 2015 Manny Pacquiao Sky Box Office 00 


Wladimir Klitschko vs. Tyson 31 
28 November | Wladimir Klitschko vs. Tyson Sky Box Office | 545,000 | == 


2015 Fury 


12 December | Anthony Joshua vs. Dillian E 
2015 Whyte Sky Box Office | 420,000 


27 February 
2016 


9 April 2016 ae eee vs. Charles. 
25 dna 2016 Seen sree vs. Dominic 
P O Golovkin vs. Kell 
ii et Joshua vs. Éric_ 


Carl Frampton vs. Scott Quigg | Sky Box Office | 220,000 


4 February Chris Eubank Jr. vs. Renold 3 
2017 ona ITV Box Office | 86,000 
4 March 2017 | David Haye vs. Tony Bellew Sky Box Office | 890,000 


29 April 2017 | Anthony Joshua vs. Wladimir. | Sky Box Office 


27 May 2017 | Kell Brook vs. Errol Spence Jr. | Sky Box Office | 275,000 


26 August Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. : 1,007,0 
2017 Conor McGregor 209) eo es 
28 October Anthony Joshua vs. Carlos È 

2017 Tam Sky Box Office | 887,000 


31 March 
2018 

5 May 2018 
28 July 2018 


22 September 
2018 


10 November 
2018 


1 December 
2018 


22 December 
2018 


1 June 2019 


20 July 2019 


31 August 
2019 


26 October 
2019 


Anthony Joshua vs. Joseph 


Parker 


David Haye vs. Tony Bellew Il 


Sky Box Office MOEN xa 
00 
Sky Box Office | 775,000 


Sky Box Office | 474,000 
: TITO 

Sky Box Office 

Sky Box Office | 603,000 

420,000 


Dillian Whyte vs. Joseph 
Parker 


Anthony Joshua vs. Alexander 


Povetkin 


Oleksandr Usyk vs. Tony 
Bellew 


Deontay Wilder vs. Tyson 
Fury 


BT Sport Box 
Office 


Dillian Whyte vs. Dereck 
Chisora Il 


Anthony Joshua vs. Andy Ruiz 
Jr. 


Sky Box Office | 400,000 
Sky Box Office | 289,000 


Sky Box Office | 205,000 
Sky Box Office | 176,000 


Dillian Whyte vs. Oscar Rivas 


Vasyl Lomachenko vs. Luke 
Campbell 


Josh Taylor vs. Regis Prograis 


Source( 


Date Fight Network Buys 5) 
9 November 56 
5019 KSI vs. Logan Paul Il Sky Box Office | 216,000 | © 
7 December | Andy Ruiz Jr. vs. Anthony ; Ei 
2019 loshua Il Sky Box Office | TBA 


See also[edit] 


e BT Sport Box Office 
e ITV Box Office 


e Primetime (TV channel 


e The Big Fight Live 
e BoxNation 
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Sky 3D 


Launched 3 April 2010 (commercial) 
1 October 2010 (residential) 


Closed 9 June 2015 (switched to on demand) 
Owned by Sky plc 


Picture format 1080i (3DTV) 


Language English 
Broadcast United Kingdom, Ireland 
area 
Website www.sky.com/3d 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky On Demand Service 


Sky 3D is a 3D television on-demand service and a former channel on the Sky platform, 
that launched on 3 April 2010 with the Manchester United vs Chelsea football match 
being broadcast to over a thousand pubs in the UK and Ireland in 3D.“ On 1 October 
2010, Sky 3D became available to residential subscribers. The channel broadcast a 
mixture of movies, entertainment and sport for 16 hours a day from 09:00 to 

01:00 UTC.“ 


To promote its 3D channel, Sky broadcast a documentary programme titled Flying 
Monsters 3D presented by prominent naturalist and broadcaster David Attenborough on 
Christmas Day 2010.!8 Sky has also agreed deals with Walt Disney Pictures, 20th 
Century Fox, Universal Pictures, Warner Bros., Paramount and DreamWorks to showcase 
all of the studios' new 3D films, including the 3D world premiere of Avatar.“ Sky also 


filmed a Bollywood dance routine at St Pancras railway station in 3D as partofa 
partnership between Sky Arts and the English National Ballet. Sky is also working 

with Nintendo to provide shortform content from Sky 3D to the Nintendo 3DS. In April 
2011, Sky announced that Kylie Minogue's Aphrodite World Tour would be shown on Sky 
3D in June 2011. 


3D was also available for use by many broadcasters on the Sky platform, including A+E 
Networks, Discovery Communications, ESPN Inc. and MTV Networks to broadcast their 
own 3D programming.@2224 During the 2012 Summer Olympics, Sky 3D provided 
coverage from Eurosport, with the channel made available to all of Sky's HD pack 
subscribers for the duration of the games." 


On 24 April 2015, Sky announced that the channel will become solely on demand from 
June 2015.23! The dedicated Sky 3D channel closed on 9 June 2015 but Sky continues to 
provide 3D as part of their On Demand services. As at 15 August 2017 there are around 
50 feature films available in 3D along with a selection of arts and documentary 
programmes. 
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e Sky+ HD 
e Nintendo 3DS 
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NFL on Sky Sports 


Also known as AFL Special 

Presented by Neil Reynolds 

Starring Shaun Gayle 
eff Reinebold 


Corey Wootton 


NFL on Fox (Scott Schreer, 2013- 
2018) 


Opening theme 


Wardance (John Ross, 2019-present) 


Country of United Kingdom 


origin 


Production 


Camera setup 


Running time 


Original 


network 


Multi-camera 


Variable 


Release 


Sky Sports 


Picture format 576i (PAL) (1992-2005) 
1080i (HDTV) (2005-) 


Original 1995 - 


release present 


External links 


Website 


NFL on Sky Sports, previously known as NFL Special, is Sky Sports' flagship live 
American football programme, broadcasting live National Football League on Thursdays, 
Sundays and Mondays over the course of a season. It is normally broadcast on Sky 
Sports Main Event or Sky Sports Action. As of 2019, the broadcaster will be showing 
every Thursday night, Sunday night and Monday night game live, alongside two Sunday 
evening games. 


As of the 2019 season, the show is presented by Neil Reynolds, with Jeff 
Reinebold and Shaun Gayle as regular co-analysts.4 


Broadcast times[edit] 


As of the 2019 season, NFL on Sky Sports airs Thursday Night Football, two games ona 
Sunday evening (kicking off at 6:05pm & 9:25pm), NBC Sunday Night Football (at 
1:20am on Monday morning), and Monday Night Football on Tuesday at 1:15am. 

u Highlights from NFL RedZone, which is broadcast on Sky Sports Mix, are shown and 
commented on by Reynolds and his analysts. An additional game on Sunday may also 
be shown at in the afternoon if live from London. 


Until 2015, the programme aired all of the NFL London Games games live 

from Wembley Stadium, and also offered exclusive live coverage of the playoffs and live 
coverage of the Super Bowl. Since 2015, they only air a minimum of two London Games, 
coverage being shared with the BBC.” As of the 2019 season, Sky Sports have exclusive 
coverage of both London Games at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium and the playoffs, whilst 
live coverage of the Super Bowl is available on both Sky Sports and BBC Sport in the UK. 
Bl 


From the 2015 season, Sky Sports secured live coverage of NBC's Sunday Night 
Football coverage and ESPN's Monday Night Football, giving Sky live rights to every NFL 
game during the season for the first time ever.“ Similarly to Thursday Night Football, 
Sky Sports uses feeds from the American network to cover the late night Sunday game 
and the Monday game. 


Sky has the rights to show the NFL in the UK until the end of the 2019 season. 


On-screen Teaml[edit] 


It had been presented since its debut by Kevin Cadle, being joined until 2011 by Nick 
Halling. Neil Reynolds then replaced Halling, and provided analysis alongside a guest 
analyst. Shaun Gayle is the primary guest analyst during the regular season from 
September to December, and Jeff Reinebold typically takes over from Gayle as primary 
analyst during the latter stages of the regular season and the playoffs. Cecil 

Martin previously served as analyst before being replaced by Gayle for the 2014 season. 
Previous analysts such as Daryl Johnston and Bradlee Van Pelt have also provided 
analysis for Sky Sports. However at the start of the 2016/17 season Kevin 

Cadle announced that he would no longer present the show however he would make 
occasional appearances, with Dara Kennedy taking over as host. To start the 2017/18 
season Reynolds replaced Kennedy as host, and had Shaun Gayle and Corey Wootton as 
co-analysts. On 16 December 2017 it was announced that the long-time NEL show 
presenter Kevin Cadle had died at the age of 62.59! 


Reynolds is often joined by guest analysts, such as Rob Ryan, Solomon 

Wilcots and DeMarcus Ware. In addition, throughout the coverage, Reynolds and the 
panel will discuss the games through video call with the Around the NFL Podcast Team, 
including Dan Hanzus, Gregg Rosenthal, Marc Sessler and Chris Wesseling; and 
journalist Peter King. 


Presenters[edit] 


e 1995-2016: Kevin Cadle 

e 1996-2011: Nick Halling 

e 2011-present: Neil Reynolds 
e 2015-2016: Dara Kennedy 


Commentators[edit] 


NFL on Sky Sports uses the commentary teams from the American networks, including 
the likes of Jim Nantz and Tony Romo (CBS), Joe Buck and Troy Aikman (Fox), Al 
Michaels and Cris Collinsworth (NBC) and Joe Tessitore and Booger McFarland (ESPN). 


Production[edit] 


Between 2013 and 2018, NFL on Sky Sports regularly used a version of the NFL on 
Fox theme music,!8 composed by Scott Schreer, and the title sequence also featured 
Fox's Cleatus the Robot. As of 2019, the programme's theme music is "Wardance" 
composed by John Ross. The programme is typically produced from Sky Studios in 
Osterley. For the Super Bowl, Reynolds and his co-analysts broadcast live from the 
stadium. 
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Retrieved 8 January 2019. 

9. ^ Flanagan, Aaron (19 January 2018). "How Sky Sports have helped revolutionise NFL 
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External links[edit] 


e Sky Sports NFL 
e NFL on Sky Sports on Twitter 
e Neil Reynolds (presenter) on Twitter 
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Challenge 


challenge 


Launched 1 September 1993 
Owned by Sky 

Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 
Audience share 0.71% 


0.02% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


| Slogan #ChallengeAccepted 


Country United Kingdom 


Formerly called The Family Channel (1993-97) 
Challenge TV (1997-02) 
Challenge? (2002-03) 


D 
A 


Sister channel(s) k, 


Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 

Sky Cinema, 

Sky Crime, 

Sky News, 

Sky Sports, 

Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Timeshift service Challenge +1 


Website challenge.co.uk 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 46 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 146 


Channel 147 (+1) 


Sky Channel 151 
Channel 251 (+1) 


Astra 2E 11836 H 27500 5/6 
11836 H 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 164 
Channel 230 (+1) 


WightFibre Channel 73 
Channel 86 (+1) 


Virgin Channel 157 


Media (Ireland) 


Freewire Channel 125 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Challenge is a British free-to-air television channel owned by Sky, a division 
of Comcast. The channel mostly transmits game shows from the UK and around the 
world, with some original productions. 


History 
The Family Channel 


The channel was originally launched 1 September 1993 as The Family Channel, a 
British version of the American cable network of the same name, owned by U.S. 
firm International Family Entertainment, a spin-off of the Christian Broadcasting 
Network's cable network The Family Channel, and this channel was shared 


with Children's Channel. Earlier in the year, IFE had acquired the assets of the 

defunct ITV franchise TVS for US$68.5 million (which included the MTM 

Enterprises library, and The Maidstone Studios). In June 1993, prior to its launch, IFE 
sold a 39% stake in the channel to Flextech.!! The Family Channel did produce some UK 
original programming, but heavily relied upon content from MTM and TVS's archives, 
and other U.S. imports. It was claimed that the channel produced more original series 
worldwide than any other cable or satellite network. 


In April 1996, IFE sold its remaining 61% share to Flextech, 22! giving them full 
ownership of the venture and production studio in Maidstone.“ The deal did not include 
any of the programme archive which included many TVS game shows, such 

as Catchphrase and All Clued Up, but the channel did continually broadcast these series 
until 2000. 


Challenge 


Flextech planned to relaunch the channel as The Challenge Channel during the 
autumn of 1996, with daytime targeted towards housewives, and evening and weekend 
programming focused on game shows. However, Flextech decided to delay the full 
relaunch of The Family Channel so it would not compete with the October 1996 launch 
of Granada Sky Broadcasting's suite of channels—which included the potential 
competitor Granada Good Life. Instead, The Family Channel began transitioning to the 
new brand by introducing a weekend game show strand known as Family Challenge 
Weekend ss 


On 3 February 1997, The Family Channel rebranded as Challenge TV, devoting the 
majority of its lineup to game shows. The channel was originally a primetime block from 
17:00 to 00:30 and shared its channel slot with The Children's Channel (which closed on 
3 April 1998) and TV Travel Shop until 1999, which resulted in Challenge being able to 
broadcast 24 hours a day. From 3 February 1997 to the end of 1998, between 00:30 
and 06:00, the channel was branded as "Family Late", which continued to air its 
previous entertainment programming. 


Sky takeover 


On 7 April 2009, Virgin Media, the then current owner, formally began the sale of its 
content operation. On 13 July 2010, Sky and Virgin Media announced that Sky had 
completed the acquisition of Virgin Media Television (VMtv) following regulatory 
approval in the Republic of Ireland.™ 


On 15 September 2010, Sky announced a number of its sister channels Bravo, Bravo 

2 and Channel One, were closed, which resulted in a small number of programmes 
being moved. On 25 January 2011, it was confirmed that Total Nonstop Action 
Wrestling programming would start broadcasting on Challenge from 3 February 2011.1% 


On 1 February 2011, Challenge replaced Channel One's Freeview space on the Freeview 
multiplex, 2uazus13i41 


Challenge launched on the free-to-air satellite platform Freesat on 3 December 2012.13 


On 7 October 2013, the channel went through a revamp, which included a new logo, 
and a set of animated characters, named the "Challengers", as idents to represent each 
type of show; such as Les Play for classics, Ellie for lighter physical shows or Cecil the 
Geek for science shows, 2827 


On 23 June 2016, the channel went through another revamp, discarding the 
"Challengers" and introducing a new logo which features a segmented C. The new 


idents for the channel work in elements of game shows that are broadcast by the 
channel including Dea/ or No Deal and Pointless, and include commercial bumpers 
which feature famous game show sayings such as Blockbusters ' "Can | have a P please, 
Bob?", Bullseye's "You can't beat a bit of Bully" and Robot Wars'"3...2...1... Activate!" 
alongside the hashtag #ChallengeAccepted, which serves as the channel's tagline. 
Bumpers framing breaks sometimes also include general knowledge questions or 
rebuses, referencing shows like Blockbusters and Catchphrase. Challenge is the only 
Sky-owned channel to stretch 4:3 programming to fit a 16:9 screen, whereas SD 
channels such as Pick or Sky Two pillarbox an 16:9 screen. 


Programming 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Challenge 


Programming blocks 


Challenge have had various programming blocks, for example, Fully Loaded!, a former 
morning programming block from around 2007 which consisted of Win, Lose or 
Draw, Wheel of Fortune, Catchphrase, Bullseye and Family Fortunes. 


Other programming 


Although the bulk of Challenge's schedule consists of game shows, the channel has also 
broadcast some other entertainment programming. Challenge was the UK rights holder 
for TNA Wrestling, airing /mpact Wrestling, TNA Xplosion and delayed coverage of pay- 
per-view events, alongside original home-produced output for the channel, 

including BWC: British Wrestling Round-Up, Wrestle Talk TV and the reality series TNA 
British Boot Camp. As of January 2017, the station no longer airs any wrestling 
programming. 


A gaming review show, Videogame Nation, also aired on Saturday mornings (originally 
Sundays). In August 2014, Challenge aired its first coverage of championship darts - 
delayed broadcasts of the PDC Sydney Masters. 


In 2005, Challenge broadcast the short lived CBS drama Dr. Vegas, along with the 
films Casino and Rounders. 


Presenters 
This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
(SD and removed. 
Find sources: "Challenge" TV_ 
channel - news « newspapers * books * scholar - JSTOR (December 
2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 
e Toby Anstis (2000-02) - presented /P/ay and Game Central 8 ° 
e Andrea Boardman (1997-98) - first appeared in the Family Challenge Ù 
Weekend; the channel's first female presenter =% ° 
e lan Collins (1997-99?) . 
e Andy Crane (1996-98) - first appeared in the Family Challenge e 
Weekend strand; went on to present Prize Time in 1997; he also . 
presented Say the Word the same year 2921 è 


Annabel Giles (199 
Yiolanda Koppel (1 
Alex Lovell (2002) 
Gail McKenna (199 
Lisa Rogers (1999- 
Paul Ross (1997-95 
Sonya Saul (1999- 


e Kevin Duala (1997-2001) - presented both Prize Time and The Games e Pat Sharp (1997) 
Room 

e Kieron Elliott (2001-02) 

e Yvette Fielding (1997-2002) - contributed to weekend in-vision continuity 
and hosted Karaoke Challenge 


Continuity announcers 


e John Anderson (2016) 
e Trish Bertram (1999-2000) 


e Tony Green (2015) 

e Kirsten O'Brien (2013-2016) 
e Myma Seldon (2003-05) 

e Chris Tarrant (2017) 

e Sarah Cawood 
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This is the list of programmes broadcast on the British television channel, Challenge. 


Programming[edit] 
Current programming made by Challenge[edit] 


Originally 
Name of show Broadcast 
Blockbusters (fourth 2012 


revival) 


Bullseye (revival) 2006 


Stake Out 


2001 


Former programming made by Challenge[edit] 


Name of show 


The A-Z of 3-2-1 


Absolute Cobblers 


Auntie's Smalls 


The Best of 
Beadle's About 


Beat The Beast 


British Academy 
Video Games 
Awards 


BWC: British 
Wrestling Round- 
Up 


Originall When 
y broadcast 
broadca by 
st Challenge 
2000 
1999 1999-2003 
2008- 
5009 2008-2011 
2000- 
2002 2000-2006 
2016 2016-2017 
2012-2014 
2013-2014 


Notes 


A special one-off programme showing 
highlights of Yorkshire's classic 
gameshow. 

It was used during Challenge TV's 3-2- 
1 night at Christmas 2000. 


Based on an Australian format. 


A filler with bloopers from the BBC's TV 
archives. 


Used as a 10-minute filler in which 
highlights of sketches from the Beadle's 
About series were shown. 


Contestants test their general 
knowledge against the star of The 
Chase, Mark 'The Beast' Labbett. 


Highlights of the annual awards 
ceremony honouring the achievements 
in the gaming industry. 


A round-up of various wrestling matches 
from around the UK. From the makers 
of Wrestle Talk TV. 

It was hosted by Dave Bradshaw, but it 
was first presented by Lisa Carrodus. 


Casino! Casino! 


Celebrity Addicts 


Celebrity Poker 
Club 


Comedy of Errors 


The Cooler 


Defectors 


Don't Drink the 
Water 


Drunken 
Businessmen 


Endurance UK 


Extreme 
Endurance 


Football 


2003- 
2005 


2003 


2003- 
2005 


2002 


1998 


2001- 
2002 


1997 


2003 


1997- 


1998 


2003 


2012 


2003-2007 


2003-2006 


2003-2014 


2002-2003 


1998-2003 


2001-2015 


1997-1999 


2003-2005 


1997-2009 


2003-2005 


2012-2013 


Presented by Bob Mercer (series 1) 
and Martin Kemp (series 2). 


A variation of the Telly Addicts format. 


A spin-off to Channel 4's popular Late 
Night Poker series. 


Home video clip show presented by 
Richard Orford. 


Late-night gameshow presented 
by Donna Air and lain Coyle. 


Presented by Richard Orford. 


Comedy quiz show based around travel 
played by two teams of celebrities, 
hosted by Paul Coia. 


Another Japanese game show, used as a 
filler. It was last shown on Challenge in 
2005 as part of 'Japanese Day'. 


The UK version of the cult Japanese 
show, Za Gaman. 


Short 15-minute segments of Za Gaman. 
It was hosted by Al Convey and featured 
the voices of 
Eiji Kusuhara (who was one of the two 
voiceovers for Banzai) and Ryozo Kohira. 


Series in which Dan Magness travels 


Freestyler 


Fort 
Boyard (revival) 


Fort Boyard Takes 
on the World 


Game Central 


Gameplay 


The Games Room 


Gameshow Gold 


Glory Ball 


House of Games 


Incredible Edible 
Challenge 


iPlay 


It's Not What You 
Know 


around the world to find out which 
country has the best football tricks and 
skills. Now on Sky Sports. 


Presented by Christopher Ellison and 


a A N Jodie Penfold. 


A 10-part series of clips of the different 
2004 2004-2008 | versions of Fort Boyard from around the 
globe, presented by Tim Vine. 


2002 A phone-in segment. 
1995-1996 A live phone-in segment. 
1999-2000 A short-lived replacement for Prize Time. 


2006 2006-2009 | Series of clips from classic gameshows. 


2005 Another live phone-in segment. 


2004 2004-2015 Presented by Mike McClean. 


A filler programme in which Japanese 
chefs cook unusual things. It was the 


oo last programme to air on the defunct 
sister channel Ftn. 
2000-2002 Replacement for The Games Room. 


2008 2008-2015 | Gameshow presented by Chris Tarrant, 
where people can win money by not 
answering any of the questions 


Karaoke 
Challenge 


Kenji's Video 
Letter Home 


Les Dennis' Home 
Video Heroes 


Monkey Business 


Nortonland 


Poker Den 


Prize Time 


The Pyramid 
Game (second 
revival) 


Reverse-a-Word 


Roy Walker's 
Gameshow 
Moments 


Roy Walker's TV 


correctly. 


Karaoke-themed game show, presented 


Ta pete aU by various hosts, including Ted Robbins. 


Used during the Japanese Christmas 


eli SU Cracker strand in December 2003. 
Home video clip show narrated by Les 
AE AOU ADEN Dennis and Stuart Hall. 
2003 2003-2004 A 10-minute filler. 
Clip show of games played on Graham 
2007 2007-2009 Norton's Channel 4 show, V Graham 
Norton. 
2005 Presented by Jesse May with 
commentary by Grub Smith. 
1997-1998 Replaced by The Games Room. 
Challenge's version of the classic Steve 
2007 2007-2014 | Jones game show, presented by Donny 
Osmond. 
2004 7-minute pilot, presented by the BBC 
Radio 1 DJ, Scott Mills. 
Series of clips from gameshows, past 
2009 2009-2012 and present. Later shown under the 
title Roy Walker's Guide to Gameshows. 
2009 2009-2012 The Catchphrase host's take on 


Bloomers the Auntie's Bloomers format. 


Sale of the 1997- Challenge TV's version of Anglia's classic 
Century (second 1998 1997-2003 gameshow, it was presented by Keith 
revival) Chegwin. 
Say the Word 1997 1997-2008 Hosted by one of Challenge's original 


continuity presenters, Andy Crane. 


Showbiz Blackjack 2006 Presented by Matt Brown. 
Showbiz Darts 2006 2006-2015 Celebrity darts contest. 
Showbiz Poker 2006 Presented by Lisa Rogers. 
Soap Addicts cea 2002-2006 Re Telly 

Split Second log | 1997-1999 Hosted by Aonghus McAnally. 


Sport Addicts 2002 2002-2004 Yet, another variation of the Te/ly 


Addicts format. 
Series of clips from various Japanese 
: 2003- 7 gameshows, presented by Julian 
sushi IV 2004 BOWE 100 Clary (series 1) and narrated by Craig 
Charles (series 2). 

The trivia quiz show in which teams of 

Take it or Leave 2006- 2006-2012 two must hold their nerve to win the 
it? 2008 £50,000 prize. Presented by Richard 


Arnold. 


That's the 
Question! 


Timeline 


INA: British Boot 
Camp 


TNA Unfinished 
Business 


Totally Top 
Trumps 


TV Scrabble 


UK's Strongest 
Man 


Ultimate Guinness 
World Records 


Vegas Virgins 


Winner Takes 
All! (revival) 


Wrestle Talk TV 


The UK version of the American 


2007 gameshow, it was presented by Sarah 
Cawood. 
2014 2014-2015 Presented by Brian Conley. 
2013- 
2014 2013-2016 
2012 2012-2016 
Short-lived game show, loosely based on 
2004 the famous card game, presented 
by Andy Goldstein; only lasted 20 
episodes. 
2001- 2001-2012 Televised version of the famous board 
2003 game. 
2011- Coverage of the annual strongmen 
2013 a tournament. 
2004 2004-2009 Introduced by Jamie Rickers. 
2005 2005-2014 Reality series following 10 British and 
American casino hopefuls. 
Challenge TV's version of Yorkshire's 
Lui DE ZO gameshow, presented by Bobby Davro. 
2012-2015 Wrestling magazine show, which aired 


on Sunday nights straight after TNA. 


World's Greatest 2006 2006-2013 A 10-part series that looked at the cons 


Gambling Scams that left the gambling industry reeling. 
You Can't Beat A 3 A documentary celebrating Central’s 
Bit Of Bully apie a classic gameshow Bullseye. 


Current programming originally shown by other 
broadcasters[edit] 


Original Originall LC 
Name of show 9 9 y broadcast by 
channel(s) broadcast 
Challenge 
All Star Family Fortunes ITV 2006-2015 2019 
American Ninja Warrior G4/NBC (USA) 2009-present 2013 
Australian Ninja Warrior Ming 2017-present 2018 
i z 
- Network (Australia) p 
Blockbusters (first 
Ao ITV/Sky 1 1983-1993 1997 
Bruce's Price is Right 1995-2001 2002 
Bullseye (original) ITV 1981-1995 2002 
1986-2004, 
Catcnpnrase 
Catchphrase 2013-present 1997 
The Chase Australia seven 2015-present 2016 


Network (Australia) 


The Chase UK ITV 2009-present 2014 


When 
broadcast by 
Challenge 


Original Originally 
channel(s) broadcast 


The Chase USA GSN (USA) 2013-2015 


Classic Who Wants to Be ITV 1998-2014, 
a Millionaire? EE 2018-present 
1990-1995, 
the Crystal Maze Channel 4 
The Crystal Maze Channel 4 2016-present 


The Cube 2009-2015 
ITV 
Dale's Supermarket 1993-2001, 
Sweep 2007 


Name of show 


Deal or No Deal? Channel 4 2005-2016 


I Hi I 
Don't ira Lyrics! 2008-2009 
Eggheads BBC One/BBC Two 2003-present 
Family Fortunes 1980-2002 


. 1988-2003, 
Fifteen to One Channel 4 2013-present 


Gladiators (original) 1992-2000 1999 


Original Originali eee 
Name of show lino Ven broadcast by 
Challenge 
Golden Balls 2007-2009 
Hole in the Wall 2008-2009 
Impossible 2017-present 


Joe Pasquale S Price is ITV 2006-2007 
Right 
The Million Pound Drop Channel 4 2010-2015 
Ninja Warrior TBS (Japan) 1997-present 


Noel's Are You Smarter 
Than a 10 Year Old? Sky 1 2007-2010 


Play Your Cards Right 1980-2003 


BBC Two/BBC One 2009-present 
BBC Two/BBC 1998-2004, 
Choice/Channel 5 2016-2018 
Small Talk BBC One 1994-1996 


When 
broadcast by 
Challenge 


Original Originally 
channel(s) broadcast 


: È 1990-2006, 

Stars in Their Eyes 2015 
Strike it Lucky! — 1986-1994 
Strike it Rich! 1996-1999 


Takeshi's Castle TBS (Japan) 1986-1989 


Name of show 


Total Wipeout UK BBC One 2009-2012 


2000-2012; 
2017 


Wheel of Fortune 1988-2001 
Who Dares Wins BBC One 2007-present 
Women of Ninja Warrior TBS (Japan) 2001-2009 


The Weakest Link UK BBC One/BBC Two 


Former programming originally shown by other 
broadcasters[edit] 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) po m 
Challenge 


100% Channel 5 1997-2001 1998-2006 
1 vs. 100 BBC One 2006-2009 2008-2015 


60 Minute Makeover 2004-2014 2009 


The $64,000 
Question 


1990-1993 1997-1999 
8 Out of 10 Cats Channel 4 2005-present 2007-2016 


The Adventure Game BBC Two 1980-1986 2002-2004 


All Clued Up 


1988-1991 1998-2000 


The All-New Mr. and 
Mrs. Show UK Living 1995-1996 1998-2001 
The Amazing Race CBS (USA) 2001-present 2007-2010 


ITV 

ITV 
The Angel Sky 1 2012 2013-2015 
Auntie's Bloomers BBC One 1991-2001 2009-2011 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) edile ec 
Challenge 


Back in the Day Channel 4 2009-2012 


GSN (USA) 
Ballbreakers 2005-2006 2007 
Banzai a 2001-2003 2006-2009 
Bargain Hunters HTV West 2002-2004 2002-2005 
Battle Dome Syndication (USA) 1999-2001 2002-2003 


Beadle's About 1986-1996 1999-2007 
Better Gardens ITV 2000 2005 
Better Homes 1999-2003 2004-2006 


Big Break BBC One 1991-2002 2006-2013 


2005-2006, 
2009-2012 


Bill Bailey's Sky 1 2010 2012-2014 


The Biggest Loser Living/ITV 


When 
Originally broadcast 
broadcast by 
Challenge 


Birdwatching 
Bonanza 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


Bite Size Brainiac 2011 
Blankety Blank BBC One/ITV Piro rsa 2000-2018 
A 1985-2003, 
Blind Date 2017-present 2006 
The Blurb 2011-2014 


Bob's Full House 1984-1990 2012-2014 
Boot Sale Challenge ITV 1998-2004 2002-2005 


Brainiac: Science 2003-2008 
Abuse 
2012-2014 
Brainiac's Test Tube 2006-2007 
Baby 
Brainstorm BBC One 1988 1999-2000 
Bring Me the Head of x > 
Light Entertainment Lante 10022000) MERE IO, 


When 
Originally broadcast 
broadcast by 
Challenge 


Britain's Hardest Sky 1 2004 2012-2015 


Britain's Worst 
Celebritv Driver 2003-2005 2008-2009 
Channel 5 
Britain's Worst Driver 2002 & 2003 2008-2009 


Busman's Holiday 1985-1993 1997-1999 
ITV 
Candid Camera 1960-1968 1999-2001 
i BBC One 1995-2000 2008-2010 
Cook 
Carnal Knowledge 1996-1997 1998-2003 
ITV 
Cash Cab 2005-2006 2007-2009 
Celebrity Blackjack GSN (USA) 2004-2005 2005-2006 
Celebrity Poker 
Celebrity Poker Bravo (USA) 2003-2006 2004-2005 
Showdown 


Celebrity Read i : 
Steady Cook BBC One 1997-2003 2008-2010 


Celebrity Squares 1975-1979, 2000-2015 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) rido ee 
Challenge 


1993-1997, 
2014-2015 
Cleverdicks Sky Atlantic 2012 2012-2015 


Cluedo 1990-1993 1998-1999 
ITV 
Concentration 1959-1990 1997-1998 


jack BBC Television Service 
Crash Test Dummies 


The Devil's Dinner : 
Part Sky Atlantic 2011-2012 2012-2015 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) ida sca 
Challenge 


Distraction UK 2003-2004 
Distraction USA Comedy Central (USA) 2005-2006 


Don't Forget the E 
Ece USA Fox (USA) 2007-2009 2012 


RR AO Sky Atlantic/Sky 1 2012-2013 2015 
2013-2015 


Don't Try This at ITV 1998-2001 2003-2008 
Home! 
2005 


Duck Quacks Don't 
Duck Lia —— Sky 1 2014-present | 2014-2015 


Extreme Dodgeball GSN (USA) 2004-2005 2005-2008 
Family Feud Syndicated 1976-present 2016 


Don't Stop Me Now! 


Dr. Vegas CBS (USA) 


Name of show 


Fear Factor Australia 


Fear Factor South 
Africa 


Fear Factor UK 


Fear Factor USA 


Finders Keepers 


Fort Boyard (original) 


Friends Like These 


Full Metal Jousting 


Gadget Geeks 


Originally 


Original channel(s) broadcast 


Nine Network (Australia) 


M-Net (South Africa) 


Sky 1 2002-2004 
NBC (USA) 


2001-2006, 
2011-2012 


1991-1996, 
2006 


Channel 5 


BBC One 


History (USA) 


When 
broadcast 


by 
Challenge 


2006-2009 
2006-2009 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) edile ui 
Challenge 


Gladiators 2000 Syndication (USA) 
Gladiators G-Zone 
The Golden Shot ITV 


When 
O Originally broadcast 
Name of show Original channel(s) broadcast by 
Challenge 
osn ion Fox (USA) 1998-2001 2003-2004 
Records Primetime 
2008-2009 2011-2013 


Sky 1 i 

ITV 1999-2000 2004-2006 
kR pene 

ITV 


Guinness World 


Guinness World 
Records UK 


Sa sere 1997-2003 | 1999-2005 
UPN (USA) 2000 | 2004-2007 


l'm a Celebrity... Get 7 
Meout of Herei USA ABC (USA) 2003 2003-2004 
f Spike/Destination 
Impact Wrestling i, = È 
Impact Wrestlin America/Pop (USA) 2004-present 2011-2016 


In it to Win it BBC One 2002-2016 2009-2014 
Interceptor 1989-1990 2001-2015 


When 
Originally broadcast 
broadcast by 
Challenge 


International Knor Channel 5 2002-2004 2004-2006 
Sports cna 
Tan Chef Fuji TV (Japan) 1993-1999 2003-2004 


7 1966-1988, 
It's a Knockout! BBC One/Channel 5 1999-2001 1993-2006 
It's Anybody's Guess! 2000 2001-2002 
Kenny vs. Spenny CBC/Showcase (Canada) 2003-2010 2004-2005 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


Killer Karaoke truTV (USA) 2012-2014 2013-2015 
King of the Castle 2001 2001-2002 
Knightmare 1987-1994 2002-2015 


1977-1995, 
The Krypton Factor UV È 
The Krypton Factor 2009-2010 1999-2014 
Larry Grayson’s 
Larr Gra ‘Son's 2002-2008 
Generation Game 
A League of Their 
A Lea Ta Their Sky 1 2010-present 2012-2015 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) edile ui 
Challenge 


Ihe Link 2014-2015 2016 


POMPINO (SPIE ITV 2003-2004 2004-2005 
Properties 
Love at First Sight 1997-1999 
SH =“ 


: 1972-1997, 
BBC One/BBC Two 2003-present 2007 


Millionaire Hot Seat Nine Network (Australia) 


Murder in Small 
Town X 


Spike (USA) 2003-2007 2005-2013 


Fox (USA) 2001 2003-2004 


When 
Originally broadcast 
broadcast by 
Challenge 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


Elimination 
Challenge 


Mystic Challenge Living 


1976-1988, 
Name That Tune ITV/Channel 5 1997-1998 1998-2003 
Night Fever Channel 5 1997-2002 2003-2004 


ITV/BBC Two/BBC 1963-1988 


Nothing but the 
Truth Sky 1 2007-2008 2012 


Opportunity Knocks 


When 
Originally broadcast 
broadcast by 
Challenge 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


The People Versus 2000-2002 2007-2010 
Perfect Match Channel 4 2001-2003 2006 
Animal Planet (USA) 2002-2005 2006 


Planet of the Apps 2011-2015 2013 
Postcode Challenge 2007-2011 2009-2010 


TV 
ME IE ITV 1981-1990 1997-1998 
Game (first revival) 
Quiz Nights 2015 2015 
a 
ky 2 
ITV 


Sky 


Raspberry Tart 2000-2001 2001-2003 
Red Handed 1998 2004 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) edit ui 
Challenge 


Rollerlam Spike (USA) 1999-2001 2006-2008 


1994-2007, 
Room 101 BBC Two/BBC One 2012-2018 2009-2011 
Safebreakers 2012-2015 
Sale of the Century 1971-1983 2000-2005 


Sell Me the Answer 
Showboaters 
Sky Poker School 


So You Think You 
Can Dance? Fox (USA) 2005-present 2006 
Spellbound Sky 1 1994-1996 1997-1998 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) edile ec 
Challenge 


Sticky Moments Channel 4 


CBS (USA) 2000-present 2003-2004 
SWAG Channel 5 2002-2004 2004-2006 
Takeover Bid 1990-1991 1998-1999 

BBC One 
Telly Addicts 1985-1998 2000-2003 


Through the Keyhole IV/Sky BBC One/BBC POSS 1993-2009 
Two 2013-present 


TNA Xplosion Syndication (USA) 2002-present 2011-2016 
Top 100 Video G4 (USA) 2012 2013-2015 


nr: 1994-2001 | 2001-2002 


When 
Name of show Original channel(s) edile ui 
Challenge 


Total Wipeout USA ABC (USA) 2008-2014 2013-2016 


1982-1989, 
Channel 4/BBC Two 2002-2003 1993-2015 
TV Bloopers ABC (USA) 1998-2004 1999-2005 
UK's Strongest Man 2009-2010 2012 


TE BBC One 197371995 2002-2006 


Name of show 


The Weakest Link 
USA 


What's My Line? 


Whittle 


Who Dares Wins 


Who's Sorry Now? 


Whose Line is it 
Anyway? USA 


Wild Things 


Win, Lose or Draw 


Win, Lose or Draw 
Late 


Win My Wage 


Winner Takes 
All! (original) 


Original channel(s) 


Originally 
broadcast 


When 
broadcast 
by 
Challenge 


NBC (USA) 2001-2002 2005-2007 


BBC Television 
Service/BBC Two/ITV/BBC 
Four 


Channel 5 


Seven Network (Australia) 


1953-2005 


1997-1998 
1996-1998 
1995-1996 


ABC (USA) 1998-2007 


UK Living 
Sky 


Channel 4 


ky 1 
ITV 
ITV 


ES = 


2015-present 


2004 
2007 


1975-1988 


2002-2003 


1997-2015 
2002-2004 
1998-2001 


2005-2006 
2015 
2007-2008 


2012-2014 
2009-2010 


2002-2005 


Name of show 


Winning Lines 


Wipeout 


Without Prejudice? 


World's Strongest 
Man 


You Bet! 


Your Face or Mine? 


Original channel(s) 


BBC One 


Channel 4 


Bravo 


E4 


Originally 
broadcast 


1999-2004 


1994-2002 


2003-2004 


2009-2010 


1988-1997 


2002-2003 


When 


broadcast 


by 


Challenge 


2010-2012 


2008-2016 


2004-2005 


2011-2013 


2002-2011 


2008-2011 


Former programming shown on The Family Channel[edit] 


Name of show 


The Brady Bunch 


The Adventures of 
Tintin 


Art Attack 


Batman 


Blockbusters 


Original 


channel(s) 


ABC (USA) 


HBO (USA) 


Originally 
broadcast 


1969-1974 


1991-1992 


1990-2007 


1966-1968 


1983-1993 


When broadcast by 
The Family Channel 


1994-1997 


1996-1997 


1993-1996 


1993-1997 


Original Originally When broadcast by 


Name of show channel(s) broadcast The Family Channel 


1986-2004, 
2013-present 


Danger 
Mouse (original CITV 1981-1992 1995-1996 
series) 


The Fall Guy ABC (USA) 1981-1986 1993 

: The Family 
Family Catchphrase = 
Family Catchphrase Channel 1993-1994 1993-1997 


Catchphrase 


rv 1995-1990 | 1994-1907 


It's a 
Knockout! (Welsh 1991-1994 1993-1994 
version) 


Motormouth 1988-1992 1994-1998 
My Two Dads 1987-1990 1993-1997 


asc (USA 1987 1993-1096 
ces (Usa) | 1975-1977 1994 


Name orehan Original Originally When broadcast by 
channel(s) broadcast The Family Channel 
The Pyramid Game 1981-1990 1993-1997 
Rags to Riches 1986-1987 1994-1996 
NBC (USA) 
1982-1987 1993 
Road to Avonlea CBC (Canada) 1990-1996 1994-1997 
Roll with it! 1995 1995-1997 
The Family 


Remington Steele 


Channel 
Second Guess 1993-1994 1993-1997 


ITV/Sky 1/BBC 1987-2008, 
AEN ANS SEAT One/BBC Two 2013-present 
Channel 4/BBC 1982-1989, 
va ; The Family 
Trivial Pursuit Channel 1993-1994 


Teen Win, Lose or ITV 1993 1996-1997 
Draw 
The Wonder Years ABC (USA) 1988-1993 1993 


Name of show Original Originally 


channel(s) broadcast 
A Word in Your Ear Ti E 1995 
Channel 
Zorro The Famil 1990-1993 


Channel (USA) 


External links[edit] 


When broadcast by 
The Family Channel 


e Challenge.co.uk e Challenge on Facebook. 


e Challenge's channel on YouTube. e Challenge on Twitter #. 


Pick (TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Pick 
Launched 31 October 2005 
Owned by Sky 
Picture format 16:9 576i SD 
Audience share 0.96% 


0.04% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom and Ireland 


Formerly called Sky Three (2005-08) 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 3 (2008-11) 
Pick TV (2011-13) 
Challenge 


Challenge, 

Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 

Sky Cinema, 

Sky Crime, 

Sky News, 

Sky Sports, 

Sky Sports Box Office, 


Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Witness, 
Sky Comedy 


Pick +1 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 11 
Channel 97 (+1) 


Satellite 


Channel 144 
Channel 145 (+1) 


Channel 152 


Channel 252 (+1) 


Astra 2F 12207 V 27500 5/6 
(28.2°E) 12207 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 
Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 165 


Virgin Channel 133 
Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre Channel 11 
Channel 21 (+1 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
FilmOn Watch live 


Pick is a British free-to-air television channel, owned by Sky UK. 


Launch and beginnings[edit] 


The channel was originally launched in 2005 as Sky Three. It was essentially a "shop 
window" service for Sky's main entertainment channel Sky One and its other 
subscription services, which served to “offer digital terrestrial viewers the opportunity to 
enjoy a wide variety of popular programmes from Sky". From its launch on 1 
November 2005 until 24 June 2010, the channel carried Sky Travel's commercial 
presentations selling holiday deals for a number of providers. 


Early highlights from the channel's schedule included Futurama, Cold Case, Tru 
Calling, Relic Hunter, Road Wars, the Inside strand of documentaries, Brainiac: Science 
Abuse, Airline, and 35mm from Sky Movies (which looks at upcoming films in the 
cinema and on Sky's premium movies service Sky Movies) and Dream Team. The 
channel has also shown the free-to-air premieres of some of Sky One's more prestigious 
shows such as series 3 and 4 of 24, Rescue Me, The 10th Kingdom, Hex and the latest 
remake of Battlestar Galactica. The channel also showed seasons 3 and 4 of Prison 
Break in 2010. 


In recent years“, the number of well known Sky One shows being shown on Pick TV 
has declined. The channel is well known for airing repeats of Road 

Wars and Airline whilst other shows such as Coach Trip and It's Me or the Dog are also 
shown regularly, the closure of Sky Real Lives responsible for the increase in lifestyle 
programming. The number of American shows airing on the channel has declined 
rapidly!tierneede with Prison Break the last major US Sky One drama to be shown on the 
channel in 2010. 


Since its rebrand to Pick TV in February 2011, recent Sky One shows such as UK Border 
Force, Pineapple Dance Studios and documentary series hosted by Ross Kemp such as 
On Gangs and In Search of Pirates. In recent years, Sky has spent more on the channel, 
with an increased focus on airing Sky One and Sky Living programmes 12-18 months 
after their original broadcasts, and content tailored towards Pick. Such programmes 
included Z Nation and Monkey Life. 


On 1 February 2011, Sky Atlantic launched on Sky channel 108, which had originally 
been occupied by Sky 3.2 Sky rebranded Sky 3 as Pick TV on 28 February 2011.2 On 
Monday 7 October 2013, Pick TV became Pick introducing a new look and logo for the 
channel. On 28 June 2016, another new logo was announced which also included a 
brand new look. 


In May 2012, Pick TV started broadcasting some older Sky One and Sky Living shows, 
and the former Channel One and Bravo shows. 


On Freeview and new looks[edit] 


Sky Three was the first free-to-air general entertainment channel from Sky. It launched 
on 1 November 2005, replacing the Sky Travel's EPG slot on Freeview in a bid to attract 
more subscribers to Sky's satellite service. Due to its wider availability on Freeview 
channel 11, the channel constantly had higher ratings than Sky Two where Sky Three 
was achieving on average a 1% share compared to Sky Two's 0.1-3% share. Instead of 
Sky selling on the terrestrial free-to-air rights for their programmes to another 
broadcaster, these rights are usually retained to remain exclusive to Sky. In 2008, Sky's 
entertainment channels changed the wording in the logos to numbers, hence Sky Three 
became Sky 3. 


On 23 August 2010, Sky Sports News became a pay-TV channel, which was replaced on 
Freeview by a one-hour timeshift version of Sky 3.5! Sky 3 +1 also launched on Sky 
channel 223 on the same day. A final rebrand took place in early 2011 and saw Sky 1, 2 
and 3 gain similar rectangular logos to Sky News and Sky Sports. 


The channel was rebranded as Pick TV (and Pick TV +1) on 28 February 2011. Only the 
name was changed, as the channel retained the look of the most recent rebrand which 
occurred a few weeks earlier. The launch of Challenge saw quiz and gameshow type 
programming move off Pick TV. On 20 September 2011 at 14:00, Pick TV +1 was 
removed from Freeview.!! This was so that all of the channels owned by BSkyB could be 
on multiplex C and Challenge could broadcast for 24 hours a day in Wales on the 
platform, in-line with the rest of the UK. On 1 March 2018, Pick +1 was added back on 
Freeview. 


On 7 October 2013, Pick TV was rebranded as Pick on all platforms. On 23 June 2016, 
Pick and Challenge were rebranded with entirely new looks. 


Since its rebrand to Pick, it is fairly common for Pick and Challenge to cross-promote its 
programmes to viewers. These include regular trailers inbetween shows, and when a 


certain show finishes, the continuity announcer will usually tell viewers what is coming 
up next on both channels. 


Sky Thursdays[edit] 


Pick TV showcased some of Sky's premium entertainment content once a week from 24 
January 2013 for 12 weeks. 'Sky Thursdays' was a branded segment that offered 
selected episodes of some of Sky's most popular programmes, usually only available on 
its pay TV channels. 


Sky Thursdays kicked off on 24 January with the first episode of comedy series Modern 
Family at 7 pm. Sky's recent documentary on cyclist Bradley Wiggins was shown at 
7:30 pm. America's answer to Sherlock, Elementary followed at 9 pm and the evening 
ended with the first episode of Sky Atlantic's Game of Thrones at 10 pm. 


During subsequent weeks, selected episodes of shows like Boardwalk Empire, An Idiot 
Abroad, Michael Parkinson's Masterclass and Mad Dogs were shown. Excluding An /diot 
Abroad and Elementary, there is no indication that the full set of episodes for any of 
these programmes will air on Pick TV. 


Sky News on Pick[edit] 


A 60-second bespoke news bulletin from Sky News was introduced on 26 November 
2012 and is broadcast nightly at 21:00. The first hour of Sunrise is also simulcast on 
Pick on weekdays from 06:00 to 07:00. 


References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e TV Listings at sky.com 


Sky Comedy 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 
Not to be confused with the Sky Cinema channel; Sky Cinema Comedy. 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Virgin Media 
(UK) 


Virgin 


February 2020; 45 days' time 


Sky 


TBC 


Challenge, 
Pick, 

Sky One, 

Sky Two, 

Sky Arts, 

Sky Atlantic, 
Sky Crime, 
Sky Witness, 
Sky Cinema, 
Sky News, 
Sky Sports, 
Sky Sports F1, 
Sky Sports News, 


Sky Sports Racing, 


Sky Box Office 


Sky Comedy +1 


Availability 


Satellite 


TBC 


Cable 


TBC 


TBC 


Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre TBC 
IPTV 

Freewire TBC 

TalkTalk TV TBC 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland) 
Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 
Watch live (Ireland) 


L 


Sky Comedy is a new British pay television channel owned and operated by Sky, a 
division of Comcast, to be launched in February 2020.4 


Sky Comedy will broadcast shows from HBO, NBC and Showtime, broadcasting comedy 
shows. 


Programmesl[edit] 


Sky Comedy will broadcast:!! 


e Mrs. Fletcher 

e The Righteous Gemstones 

e A.P. Bio 

e Sunnyside 

e Curb Your Enthusiasm 

e Ballers 

e The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon 
e Last Week Tonight with John Oliver 
e Saturday Night Live 

e Will & Grace 

e Parks and Recreation 

e Friends 

e Modern Family 


e The Conners 

See also[edit] 

e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:° £< "Sky to launch Sky Crime and Sky Comedy". Sky. Retrieved 25 
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"Premplus" redirects here. For the estrogen medication with the same brand name, 
see Conjugated estrogens. 


PremPlus 
PREM PLUS 
Launched 19 August 2001 
Closed 6 May 2007 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 


Audience share 0.1% (April 2007, [1]) 


Formerly called Premiership Plus (to 1 July 2004) 


Website www.sky.com/sports 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 


Channel 480 
Channel 483 (HD) 


E 


Cable 

NTL Channel 501 
Channel 502 (PremPlus 2) 

Chorus NTL Channel 501 


PremPlus (originally Premiership Plus) was Sky Sports' first and only pay-per- 
view channel which was dedicated to airing live and interactive football from 

the Premier League. The main presenter on PremPlus was Marcus Buckland with 
former Arsenal manager George Graham, providing punditry. 


History[edit] 


PremPlus was launched on 19 August 2001, showing 40 pay-per-view matches from 

the Premier League. The first match featured Chelsea v Newcastle United. The name 
Premiership Plus had run throughout the 2001-02, 2002-03 and 2003-04 seasons 
before being shortened to PremPlus for the beginning of the 2004-05 season. Also, from 
the start of 2004-05, PremPlus showed 50 live PPV matches, an increase of 10 
compared to previous seasons. 


Matches could be purchased simply by telephone or, in later seasons, interactively 
through the TV, and a season ticket for all matches in a season was available at a 
substantial discount. 


There was a PremPlus 2 channel, but was only shown on NTL. It closed when PremPlus 
stopped broadcasting in 2007. In 2006, PremPlus HD launched with the other HD 
channels on Sky. It was replaced by Sky Sports HDX when PremPlus stopped 
broadcasting. 


PremPlus failed to live up to Sky's expectationsidtatenneede as few British football fans were 
willing to pay for individual matches on top of paying a monthly subscription for other 
matches, isitatien needed After six Seasons on air it closed down at the end of the 2006-07 
season, when EU competition laws forced Sky to break its monopoly on the Premier 
League, having broadcast 270 matches live and exclusive from the Premier League. The 
last ever game shown on PremPlus was Aston Villa v Sheffield United. This marked the 
end, at least for the time being, of attempts to introduce pay-per-view into the British 
sports television market, outside of occasional wrestling and boxing matches. 


References 
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This article relies largely or entirely ona 

single source. Relevant discussion may be found on the talk 
page. Please help improve this article by 

introducing citations to additional sources. 

Find sources: "Sky_ 

Soap" - news « newspapers = books * scholar = JSTOR (August 2015) 


Sky Soap 


BN 

SKY soap 
Launched 3 October 1994 
Closed 30 April 1999 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 
Audience share N/A (Channel, Closed) 
Replaced Sky Arts 

Availability 


At time of closure 


Satellite 


Analogue Astra 1E, 11.303H 


Sky Channel 142 


Astra 2A, 12.168V ™ 


Sky Soap was a British Sky Broadcasting channel that showed a mix of American and 
British soap operas, including Emmerdale and Take the High Road. 


History[edit] 


Sky Soap's logo from 1 August 1995 to 31 October 1997 


When Sky Channel launched in February 1989, the daytime schedule included a block of 
five back-to-back soaps; The Sullivans, General Hospital, As the World Turns, Guiding 
Light and Loving. Changing its name to Sky One, more daytime soaps were added to 
the line-up, and by 1992, Sky One was also airing Santa Barbara (originally aired on 

ITV) The Bold and the Beautiful and The Young and the Restless (both inherited from the 
BSB Galaxy channel). The block of daily soap operas now stretched from 10:30am 
through to 3:30pm. 


By 1994, and with the addition of Australian soaps £ Street and Paradise Beach, it was 
decided to spin-off Sky One's American daytime soaps onto a new, dedicated channel. 
Sky Soap began broadcasting on 3 October 1994! from the Astra 1C satellite on 
weekdays between 8am and 12pm. The original line-up on the channel 

was: Loving, Peyton Place, Guiding Light, As the World Turns and Another World. 


The broadcast time was soon changed to between 12pm and 4pm. Classic episodes of 
British soaps was then added to the line-up, including Emmerdale Farm and Take the 
High Road. In 1997, the channel moved to Astra 1B and was broadcast between 1lam 
and 4pm. Due to poor viewing figures and failure to outreach with Sky Digital, Sky Soap 
ceased transmission on 30 April 1999. 


Programmes[edit] 
British soap operas: 
e Emmerdale Farm (episodes from 1972-88) 


e Take the High Road (episodes from 1980-89) 
e Albion Market 


American soap operas: 


e Peyton Place 

e Guiding Light 

e As the World Turns 
e Another World 


e Loving 
e Santa Barbara 


References[edit] 


1. ^ “TAB-Liste MPEG2-Programme Astra 1 E-G/Astra 2 A (24.4.99)". Retrieved 2019-02-06. 
2. ^ "TELE SATELLIT - Number 19". Retrieved 2007-02-17. 


External links[edit] 


e Sky Soap at TVARK 
e Sky contact number 
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Sky Scottish 


Launched 1 November 1996 

Closed 31 May 1998 

Owned by BSkyB, SMG plc 

Slogan "It's Good To Come Home To!" 
Availability 


At time of closure 


Satellite 


Sky Multichannels Astra 1E, 10.862H 


Sky Scottish was a short lived satellite television channel operating on 
the analogue Sky TV service for 18 months (between 1 November 1996 and 31 May 
1998). 


The service, a joint venture between BSkyB and ITV franchise Scottish 

Television owners SMG plc (now S7V Group pic), was aimed at Scots living outside 
Scotland, who would not otherwise be able to receive Scottish programming such as 
that transmitted within Scotland by Scottish Television, Grampian Television or BBC 
Scotland.! It broadcast between 6.00 pm and 8.00 pm. 


The station's main programmes included an extra edition of Scottish Television's 
regional news programme Scotland Today and episodes of Take the High Road from 
1994. Celtic F.C.'s 1997 pre-season friendlies were shown on the channel. 


Scotsport was also shown on the channel as well as spin-off show Extra Time. There was 
also The Football Show presented by Jim Delahunt and Peter McGuire. 


Despite BSkyB and SMG entering into a seven-year contract to run the service, Sky 
Scottish was closed down after 18 months. Its closure was explained as the channel 
having failed to meet its financial targets. Reports suggested that only The Ibrox Club 
Hour and The Celtic Park Hour, programmes relating to Rangers and Celtic football 
clubs, had attracted more than 10,000 viewers. 


Speaking about its demise, the managing director of SMG at the time, Donald Emslie, 
described the service as having "been a valuable learning experience" for his company. 
51 SMG's finance director, Gary Hughes, stated that the service had shown “it is very 
difficult to access a Scottish audience outside Scotland", but also that Scottish 
audiences wanted more home-grown programmes. 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website (archived) 


e stv.tv 
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This article is about the BSkyB television channel. For the earlier BSB television channel 
also called The Computer Channel, see The Computer Channel (BSB). For the country 
code top-level domain for Tuvalu, see .tv. 


itv 


| th 


È 0% we 
the technology channel 
www.tychannel.co.uk 


Launched 1 September 1996 
Closed 2 September 2001 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 
Country United Kingdom 
Formerly The Computer Channel 
called 

Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Astra 1E 10847 V (Analogue, until 5 April 2000) 
Sky Digital Channel 567 


«tv (Pronounced as 'Dot TV', referred to onscreen as .tv - the technology channel) was 
a British television channel dedicated to technology. .tv was owned and operated 

by British Sky Broadcasting. The channel began broadcasting on 1 September 1996 
as The Computer Channel and broadcast between 18:00 and 20:00. The broadcasting 
hours were increased to midday-midnight when The Computer Channel (later .tv) 
started broadcasting on British Sky Broadcasting's digital satellite platform, Sky_ 
Digital in 1998. In 1999 the channel interviewed then Microsoft CEO Bill Gates. 


Towards the end of its run, .tv implemented several new shows heavily sponsored by 
online technology store dabs.com, promoting products which were available at that 


site. .tv was closed on 2 September 2001 because of low audience ratings. Most of the 
programmes were produced by Hewland International. 


Programming[edit] 


e Buyers Guide - 20 minute weekday show that reviewed gadgets (such 
as PDAs and printers), computers and software (such as video games, operating 
systems and photo manipulation). Presented by Will Hanrahan. Guests included: 
Lydia Jones, Chris Long, and Ashley Jones. 

e Chips with Everything - 20 minute weekday show presented by Kate Russell with 
guests trying to answer computer related questions that were sent in by viewers. 
Guests included: Roger Gann, James Morris, Simon Smart, Nigel Whitfield, Guy 
Clapperton, and Charles Bocock. 

e Ex Machina - 30 minute weekly show that went behind the scenes of digitally 
produced entertainment (video games, films and television programmes). 

e Game Over (originally Games World) - variable-format video game magazine show. 

e Games Republic - A question based video game quiz show, presented by Trevor and 
Simon. 

e 404 Not Found - An offbeat news and reviews show with regular viewer letters and 
emails. 

e Global Village - 30-minute weekly show that looked at how technology was 
revolutionising our homes from an international perspective. Presented by Will 
Hanrahan # 

e Masterclass - 20-minute weekday show that gave tutorials on how to use features 
from programs like Microsoft Word, Adobe Photoshop and Nero Burning ROM. For 
the majority of the run, the show was presented by Richard Topping, affectionately 
known as "Toppers." He left the show to pursue a successful career in writing. His 
replacement was comedian Marc Haynes, who fronted the show until the channel 
closed. 


Buyers Guide, Masterclass and Chips with Everything were repeated as omnibus 
editions (the weekday editions broadcast as one programme) on weekends. 


See also[edit] 


e XLEAGUE.TV 
e Game Network 


e TechTV 
e G4 
References[edit] 
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e Videogame coverage-centric potted history of the channel 
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This article is about the British music channel. For other uses, see Amp. 


This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve 

this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
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The Amp 
Launched 17 April 2003 
Closed 2 March 2006 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 


Picture format PAL (576i, 16:9/Pillarbox) 


Audience share ~0.0% 


Replaced by Bliss 


Website www.theamp.tv (No Longer Active) 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Digital Channel 469 


Eutelsat 28A 11642V 27500 2/3 


The Amp was a satellite and cable television channel, showing music videos, owned 
by British Sky Broadcasting, and operated on their behalf by Chart Show Channels. It 
was operated as part of a trio, with Scuzz and Flaunt as its sister stations. 


The Amp was a channel that aired more 'Alternative' or 'Non Mainstream' music along 
with a selection of trip hop, downtempo, electronica, ambient videos and programming 
from today and days gone by. Mainly old British 'indie' bands. It was an interactive 
channel in the early days but this was later dropped with the takeover and it was 
populated with specialist TV shows talking about the careers of famous 'Alternative' 
Rock bands. While playing music videos back to back during the day. 


It was dropped and replaced by a classic pop channel Bliss in March 2006 because 
although the channel had a loyal fan base, it simply failed to reach out to a wide enough 
audience and wasn't cost effective. Until November 15th 2018, the only original channel 
that still existed was Scuzz which was also owned by BSkyB, as Flaunt closed on 17 
March 2010, while Bliss closed on 27 November 2015. 
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This article possibly contains original research. (February 
2014) 


The Comedy Channel 


ic> 


(CHANNEL) 


HA HA HA HA HA HA 


Launched 1 October 1991 


Closed 30 September 1992 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 
Country SES United Kingdom 
Replaced by Sky Movies Gold 


The Comedy Channel was a short-lived United Kingdom subscription television 
channel during the early 1990s. 


Historyledit] 


The channel launched on 1 October 1991, soon after the merger of Sky Television 

plc and British Satellite Broadcasting (BSB). The merged company, British Sky 
Broadcasting, brought together comedy programming from its existing libraries - Sky 
having an archive of US imports including Three's Company, | Love Lucy, Green 

Acres, The Beverly Hillbillies and Seinfeld, and BSB having obtained rights to a number 
of BBC sitcoms such as Dad's Army and The Goodies. 


The Comedy Channel existed in the days before the basic "Sky Multichannels" 
subscription package, !#atienneededl Sg was made available as a premium service to 
subscribers of either Sky Movies or The Movie Channel. '<###r7ee¢ea Listings for the channel 
were carried in the Radio Times and other listings magazines. 


The channel! eventually lost the broadcast rights to the BBC shows following the 
expiry of the contract between the BBC and former BSB. #22244 Eyentually the channel 
closed on 30 September 1992, to be replaced by a "classic movies" channel, Sky 
Movies Gold : [citation needed] 


Programmesiedit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 


sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 


and removed. 
Find sources: "The Comedy 
Channel" UK - news = newspapers * books = scholar * JSTOR (April 


2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


e Allo Allo! 
e Are You Being Served? 


e Barney Miller 
e Car 54, Where Are You? 


e Dad's Army 


e E Troop 

e Free Spirit 

e Gilligan's Island 
e Green Acres 


e Here's Lucy 
e Hogan's Heroes 


e | Love Lucy 
e In Living Color 
e Laugh In 


e Laurel and Hardy 

e Leave it to Beaver 

e Maniac Mansion 

e McHale's Navy 

e Moonlighting 

e Qh, Brother! 

e Petticoat Junction 

e Porridge 

e Steptoe and Son 

e The Abbott and Costello Show 
e The Addams Family 

e The Beverly Hillbillies 

e The Bob Newhart Show 

e The Good Life 

e The Goodies 

e The Honeymooners 

e The Love Boat 

e The Lucy Show 

e The Lucy-Desi Comedy Hour 
e The Mary Tyler Moore Show 
e The Monkees 

e The Munsters 

e The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour 
e The Young Ones 

e Three's Company 

e Till Death Us Do Part 


e Wings 
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Sky News Ireland 
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This article is about the defunct Irish channel. For the British channel, see Sky News. For 
the Australian channel, see Sky News Australia. For the Pan Arab channel, see Sky News 
Arabia. 


Sky News Ireland 


Launched 24 May 2004 
Closed 3 November 2006 
Owned by Sky Ireland 
Website www.skynews.ie 
Availability 
Satellite 


Sky Ireland Channel 501 
Astra 2B 12207 V 
Cable 


Chorus NTL Channel 202 & VHF analogue 


Sky News Ireland was a programming block on Sky News broadcast in Ireland. It was 
a separate feed from the UK and international versions of Sky News. Sky News Ireland 
was broadcast from its studios in Dublin. The service was also available in the UK and 
around the world on Sky News Active (Red Button) service. 


Background([edit] 


Sky News launched in Europe in February 1989. In May 2004, Sky News confirmed the 
launch of an Irish version of the channel. Previous to this Sky News was broadcast in the 
Republic of Ireland with specific opt-out advertising and sponsorship. Specialized Irish 
news content aired for 30 minutes each night from 19:00 and 22:00. These special 
broadcasts were presented by Grainne Seoige, news anchor Ray Kennedy and Brian 
Daly. On 24 October 2005, the 19:00h programme was moved to 18:30h, this put it in 
direct competition with RTE News: Six One. 


The bulletin was also available to international viewers via the Sky News Active service 
(red button) which proved quite popular with the Irish diaspora abroad. The channel was 


seen by European viewers with a DVB-S satellite receiver across Europe. Sky News 
Ireland was the first Irish news service to be broadcast in widescreen, beating plans 

by RTE News and TV3 News. On 27 December 2005 it was confirmed Sky News Ireland's 
18:30h bulletin was to be simulcast on Sky1 from 9 January 2006. 


Reporters for the service included Jonathan Healy, Alison O'Reilly, Orla Chennnaoui, 
David Blevins, Eibhlín Ni Chonghaile, Geraldine Lynagh, Amanda Cassidy, Aisling Ni 
Choisdealbha and John Sherwin. Weather on Sky News Ireland was usually presented by 
Lisa Burke. 


In October 2006, viewer ratings for the 22:00h programme were 135,000 avg, the 18:30 
programme received 65,000 avg. (Neilsen). 


Closure[edit] 


On 31 October 2006 it was announced that the programme block would cease at the 
end of November 2006." From 3 November 2006, no further Sky News Ireland bulletins 
were broadcast when the staff walked out. Ray Kennedy presented the final programme 
at 10.00pm on 3 November # after which the staff left in protest at the handling of the 
closure by their British Sky News managers in London <##tier needed 


Although specific Irish programming has now ended, Sky News continues to air an Irish 
opt-out advertising and sponsorship feed. Sky News continue to host studios and offices 
in Dublin and Belfast. 
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Sky Real Lives 
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This article is about the Sky Real Lives channel formerly known as Sky Travel. For the 
defunct shopping channel, see Sky Travel. 


This article is about the Sky Real Lives channel. For the later channel also owned by 
Sky, see Real Lives (TV channel). 


Sky Real Lives 


sky 
Real 
Lives 


Launched 3 October 1994 


Closed 19 August 2010 
Owned by BSkyB 
Timeshift Sky Real Lives +1 
service 
Website www.sky.com/reallives (No longer 
online) 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Digital Channel 243 


Channel 244 (+1) 
Channel 245 (2) 
Channel 278 (HD) 
Channel 669 (Sky Travel) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 281 
Channel 282 (2) 


UPC Ireland Channel 503 


Sky Real Lives was an in-house channel from BSkyB that showed extensive 
programmes about travel, adverts for travel agencies and documentaries. The channels 
closed on 19 August 2010. 


History[edit] 


Sky Real Lives first launched as Sky Travel on 3 October 1994, and became part of 
the Sky Multichannels package. It originally broadcast between Monday and Thursday 


between midday and midnight and on Friday between 12pm and 6am" until September 
1997. In 2001, the channel started broadcasting 7 days a week from 6am until 11pm. 


The channel was revamped in September 2002. Sky Travel Extra and the main channel 
launched with Freeview on 30 October 2002, along with Sky News and Sky Sports News. 
In February 2003, a spin-off of the channels, Sky Travel Shop, launched a dedicated 
travel retail channel in the Specialist, then Shopping section of the EPG. In September 
2003 both channels were launched on the NTL platform. With increased distribution, Sky 
Travel changed its programming strategy to attract a wider audience, skewing towards 
stronger entertainment programs with a travel theme, particularly reality shows. By 
August 2004, the core channel was broadcasting 24 hours a day and in January 2005, a 
timeshifted version of Sky Travel was launched. 


In October 2005, Sky Travel on Freeview was replaced by Sky Three and in March 2006, 
the Sky Travel channels were moved from the "Entertainment" section on the Sky EPG, 
to the "Lifestyle and Culture" section. 


In August 2006, Sky Travel began showing reality TV, whilst Sky Travel Extra dedicated 
its airtime to documentaries 


Sky Real Lives 2, the replacement channel for Sky Travel Extra, gained additional 
broadcast hours from its launch. 


From 2002 until 2007, Sky Real Lives 2 only aired from 6am until lam. However, on 7 
November, the channel began 24-hour broadcasts. 


Sky Real Lives programmes were showcased on Sky's main channels; Sky1, Sky2, but 
mostly on its free-to-air sister channel, Sky3 (now known as Pick). 


Changes on Freeview([edit] 


In 2004, Sky Travel showed the first two episodes of the fourth season of US 

drama 24, simulcasting with Sky's primary channel, Sky One. This led to rumours that 
the company had planned to turn Sky Travel into a general entertainment channel 

on Freeview. However, BSkyB's CEO, James Murdoch, had repeatedly denied the 
company had any plans to launch any new free-to-air services. 


BSkyB's stance on the subject has since changed. On 22 September 2005, it was 
announced that Sky Travel would be replaced on Freeview by new entertainment 
channel Sky Three. Although some of Sky Travel's programming will form part of the 
schedule of Sky Three, Sky Travel itself will still be shown on Sky Digital. Sky Travel 
ceased to be broadcast on Freeview at 5pm on 31 October 2005. 


Sky Travel relaunches as Sky Real Lives[edit] 


On 17 September 2007, Sky announced plans to rebrand Sky Travel to Sky Real Lives 
from 7 November 2007.2 The new channel focused on programmes with a human 
interest story and was targeted more at women in the 35-54 age range. 


Sky's managing director of entertainment Sophie Turner Laing said it seems that the 
channel would be given a "whole new makeover" that would make it more 
entertainment oriented. On 7 November, the following channels were changed: 


Sky Travel was renamed as Sky Real Lives, Sky Travel +1 was renamed Sky Real Lives 
+1, Sky Travel Extra renamed to Sky Real Lives 2, and Sky Travel Shop was also 
renamed to Sky Travel. Sky Real Lives, Sky Real Lives 2, Sky Arts 1 and Sky Arts 2 were 
launched on UPC Ireland, before being removed on 8 December 2008. 


Closure[edit] 


On 16 June 2010, it was announced that Sky Real Lives, and its portfolio of channels 
would close on 19 August 2010, with the channels budget shifting to Sky1 and Sky2.8! 
{41 Sky Real Lives closed at midnight on 19 August 2010. 


Programming[edit] 
e 24 Hours In Soho 

e Airline 

e Air Rage 


e A Life Without Pain 

e America's Fattest City 

e A Mother Like Alex 

e Babies At Risk 

e Baby Race 

e Bad Behaviour 

e Beat the Bailiff 

e The Biggest Loser 

e Bombs, Brits and Cheerleaders 
e Brain Doctors 


e Club Reps 
e Coach Trip 


e Crime Scene 

e Crippendales 

e Customs UK 

e Dying to Be Apart 

e Extreme Lives 

e Grimebusters Series 1: 2007 6x24' Series 2: 2008 10x24' 
e HD Short Films 

e Hoilday Airline 

e How Long Will You Live? 

e lan Wright's Unfit Kids 

e Intervention (TV series) 

e Jodie Kidd's Fashion Avenue 

e The Lion Man 

e London Ambulance Series 1: 2007 6x24' Series 2: 2008 6x24' 
e Love Behind Bars 


e Luton Airport 
e Masterminds 


Sky Real Lives HD[edit] 


A high-definition version of the channel was launched on Sky+ HD on 20 October 2008, 
on channel 278. 
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External links[edit] 


e Sky Real Lives at sky.com 
e Sky Travel at sky.com 


Sky Travel 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the Sky Travel channel formerly known as Sky Travel Shop. For the 
channel formerly named Sky Travel, see Sky Real Lives. 


Sky Travel 
Launched 3 October 1994 
Closed 24 June 2010 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 
Replaced Sky Arts 
Website www.sky.com/travel 


Availability (At time of closure) 


Satellite 


Sky Digital Channel 669 


Sky Travel was first launched on 3 October 1994 (and later in 2003 relaunched as Sky 
Travel Shop) and showed extensive programmes about travel, adverts for travel 
agencies, and documentaries, with Sky Travel Shop being the adverts for travel 
agencies. Sky Travel Shop relaunched as Sky Travel when Sky Real Lives launched. In 
2009, Sky Travel changed its logo slightly. The channel closed on 24 June 2010. 


Closure[edit] 


On 24 May 2010, British Sky Broadcasting announced that they will close Sky Travel and 
the associated website on 24 June due to intense competition from the internet. A Sky 
spokesman said, "It was a difficult decision as the team has delivered a great product 
but the internet, rather than linear TV, has become the main channel for holiday 
retailing. In a competitive market, we will continue to focus on our core strategy of 
doing fewer things but better." Sky Travel closed at 11pm on 24 June 2010.21 


See also[edit] 


e Blue Monday 
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External links[edit] 


e Sky Travel at sky.com 
e Sky Travel at TV Ark 
e Cheap Holidays at Sky Travel 
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For the unrelated American service, see The Movie Channel. 


The Movie Channel 


Logo as a BSB channel 


Launched 25 March 1990 


Closed 31 October 1997 


Rebranded to Sky Movies Screen 2 


Owned by British Satellite Broadcasting (1990) 
British Sky Broadcasting (1990-1997) 


Availability 


Satellite 


Analogue Marcopolo 1, 12.0919 


The Movie Channel was a British television channel, which only aired movies. 
Launched on BSB in 1990, The Movie Channel was a predecessor of some of the Sky_ 
Movies channels, having survived the merger with Sky Television, another satellite 
service launched by Rupert Murdoch's News International later in 1990 to form British 
Sky Broadcasting. 


Historyledit] 


The Movie Channel began in 1990 as one of the channels of British Satellite 
Broadcasting, a consortium formed in 1986 by Granada 

Television, Pearson, Virgin, Anglia Television and Amstrad. Prior to its launch, BSB 
signed an exclusive first-run deal with UIP Pay TV (which 

distributed Paramount, Universal and MGM/UA releases). One of its first film premieres 
was the James Bond film, The Living Daylights, starring Timothy Dalton." 


In 1990, BSB and Sky Television suffered heavy losses and merged, operating as the 
newly formed British Sky Broadcasting. The Movie Channel, along with The Sports 
Channel, remained on air, keeping its name, and the channel launched on the Astra 
1B satellite on 15 April 1991. The Movie Channel continued to broadcast until 1997 
when it was rebranded as Sky Movies Screen 2. From 1993, it just also called "Sky: The 
Movie Channel" during idents. 


References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e The Movie Channel at TVARK 
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The Power Station 


THE POWER STATION 


Launched 25 March 1990; 29 years ago 
Closed 8 April 1991; 28 years ago 
Owned by British Satellite Broadcasting (1990) 


BSkyB (1990-1991) 


Sister The Movie Channel 
channel(s) The Sports Channel 
Galaxy 
Now 


The Computer Channel 


Availability 


at time of closure 


Satellite 


Analogue Marcopolo 1, 12.01518 


Cable 


Available on some services 


The Power Station was a British television channel that was operated by British 
Satellite Broadcasting (later British Sky Broadcasting, after BSB and Sky 
Television merged). It was a dedicated music channel. 


Programmes[edit] 


Power Up (weekdays 7-9am) was the Power Station's Breakfast Show, hosted by Chris 
Evans." 


Other main shows included The Carmen Ejogo Video Show (weekdays 4-5pm), The 
Power Chart with Pat Sharp (weekdays 5-6pm), Sushi TV (weekdays 6-7pm) 

and Jonathan Coleman's Swing Shift (Monday-Thursday 11pm-lam) (Times given are for 
October 1990).4 


The channel also featured Boy George's weekly chat show B/ue Radio, The Power 

Club, The Power Hour (a top 10 show, for example albums), Krush Rap, Rage (where DJ 
Elayne presented funky rap, soul, acid house and funk), The Chart of Charts (a two-hour 
chart pick with indie, dance, metal and US music), and Power Haus (a 'headbangers' 
heaven’). Speakeasy featured jazz with rock music a feature of Raw Power. 


Live concerts came from artists including the Inspiral Carpets, Belinda Carlisle, Jason 
Donovan, Jerry Lee Lewis and Phil Collins. 


BSB/Sky merger[edit] 


In November 1990, British Satellite Broadcasting and Sky Television merged. 
BSB's Galaxy and Now channels were closed, but at first the Power Station survived, 
gaining a "British Sky Broadcasting" suffix on its logo. 


However, The Power Station ceased broadcasting at 4am on 8 April 1991 as it was 
decided that MTV would be used as the music channel on BSkyB's Astra satellite 
service. At 03:56 "All Together Now" by the Farm was the last music video to be played, 
and they asking for move to Sky Movies. Two hours later, at 05:59, channel 4 for BSB 
viewers became Sky Movies, a subscription movie channel. It was given free to BSB 
viewers for one month if they also subscribed to the Movie Channel. 
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e The Power Station at TVARK 


Now (UK TV channel) 
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{{Merge portions from|Sky Arts|Section|discuss=Talk:Sky Arts#The early Sky 
Arts Template:Name= Now 


Now was a British television channel transmitted as part of the British Satellite 
Broadcasting (BSB) service during 1990. 


History[edit] 


NOW 


The Now channel was originally designed to be a live 24 hours news channel similar 

to CNN and Sky News, with most of the content provided by ITN.“! Between the award of 
the franchise and the launch the channel, ITN quitted its involvement with BSB after 
failing to agree with the latter on how to provide its news service‘, and the Now 
channel's remit was changed to have lifestyle programmes in the day and current 
affairs shows in the evenings, and arts programmes at weekends. The channel was 
promoted under the slogan "The Channel For Living". Now was broadcast throughout 
BSB's short spell on air from March to December 1990 on the Marcopolo satellites. 


In November 1990, BSB merged with Sky to form British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB). 
BSkyB decided to streamline the channels available on both services. Now was replaced 
with Sky News, which Sky Television had broadcast on the Astra 1A satellite. 


Now ceased broadcasting on Saturday 1 December 1990 at lam. The ending of Now 
faded into the clock of Sky News, and the newsreader welcomed those watching on the 
Marcopolo satellite. As there were still programmes yet to be shown on Now, BSkyB 
initially broadcast Arts programmes intended for "Now" on weekends, as Sky Arts opted 
out of the Sky News service on the Marcopolo satellite. Once all shows were broadcast, 
Sky Arts closed, and Sky News was broadcast. 


Programming[edit] 


Now featured a mix of talk and chat shows, documentaries, news, current affairs and 
arts programming. As with all of BSB's other channels, Now carried the compulsory BSB 
News segment. One of Now's most memorable programmes was "Now Sir Robin" 
fronted by ex-Question Time presenter Sir Robin Day. The programme covered the 
week's political happenings and confrontations. Now broadcast a number of theatre and 
classical music performances during its short period on-air. Arts programming featured 
on most nights. 


References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e Now at TVARK 


Galaxy (UK TV channel) 
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Galaxy 


Launched 25 March 1990; 29 years ago 


Closed 2 December 1990; 28 years ago 


Owned by BSB 


Sister channel(s) The Movie Channel 


The Sports Channel 


The Power Station 


Now 


The Computer Channel 


Availability 


at time of closure 


Satellite 


Analogue Marcopolo 1, 11.86174 


Cable 


Available on some services 


Galaxy was a British satellite television channel focusing on general entertainment and 
children's programmes, one of the five channels run by British Satellite 

Broadcasting (BSB) and based at its Battersea Studios in the Marco Polo House Building. 
The channel broadcast a mix of home-grown programming, American imports and 
repeats from the BBC library. 


Original programmes[edit] 
Some of the programmes made for Galaxy included: 


Jupiter Moon[edit] 
Main article: Jupiter Moon 


Jupiter Moon was Galaxy's sci-fi soap opera, shown three times a week (on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays at 6.30pm), with an omnibus at weekends." 150 episodes 
were made, but only the first 108 were broadcast by Galaxy before it closed, while the 
last 42 episodes would be broadcast six years later by Sci Fi Channel. The cast included 
Richard Derrington, Anna Chancellor, Alison Dowling, Lucy Benjamin, Fay 

Masterson, Richard Lintern and Jason Durr.2! The entire series has been released on 
Region 1 DVD. 


Up Yer News[edit] 


This was Galaxy's comedy satire programme, broadcast in 15-minute episodes each 
weeknight. It featured Chris Morris, Armando lannucci, Stewart Lee, Richard 
Herring, Patrick Marber, Steve Coogan, Rebecca Front, Doon Mackichan, David 
Schneider, Jon Thomson, Al Murray, Julian Clary, Stephen Fry, David Baddiel, Rob 
Newman, Steve Punt, Hugh Dennis, Henry Normal, Fred Harris, Jo Brand, Mark Heap, 
and Alistair McGowan, {24151 


The Happening[edit] 
A weekly 90-minute music and comedy show presented by Jools Holland.“ 
31 West[edit] 


Galaxy's magazine show broadcast Monday to Friday, 6.00-6.30pm, presented by 
Simon Potter, Debbie Flint and Shyama Perera and soap expert Chris Stacey. The show 
got its name from the placing of BSB's Marcopolo Satellite at 31 degrees west. 


The Last Laugh[edit] 


Stand-up comedy show. Comedians featured included Ben Elton, Nick Revell, Jack 
Dee, Kevin Day, Simon Fanshawe, Punt and Dennis, Norman Lovett, Mark 
Steel and Mark Thomas, =u 


Doctor Who weekend[edit] 


Galaxy broadcast early episodes of Doctor Who every week, and on the weekend of 
Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 September the channel presented a complete Doctor Who 
Weekend. 

Saturday 22 September: 9.15am An Unearthly Child, 11.15am The Daleks (episodes 
1-3), 12.35pm Doctor Who's Who's Who, 1.40pm The Daleks (episodes 4-7), 3.30pm The 
Edge of Destruction, 4.30pm The Yeti Rarities (The Abominable Snowmen episode 2 
and The Web of Fear episode 1), 6.00pm The Space Museum, 8.00 The Keys of Marinus, 
11.00pm The Aztecs, 1.00am Dr. Who and the Daleks (film). 

Sunday 23 September: 9.15am The War Games (episodes 1-5), 11.30am Whose 
Doctor Who, 12.45pm The War Games (episodes 6-10), 3.00pm The Dominators, 
5.45pm The Mind Robber, 8.00pm The Three Doctors, 10.00pm Daleks - Invasion Earth: 
2150 A.D. (film), 11.30pm The Yeti Rarities (The Abominable Snowmen episode 2 

and The Web of Fear episode 1), 12.30am The Edge of Destruction. 

Between the stories, there were also many editions of BSB's own programme, 31 Who, 
presented by Debbie Flint, Shyama Perera and John Nathan-Turner,“ and featuring 
interviews with Sylvester McCoy, Carole Ann Ford, Elisabeth Sladen, Peter 

Purves, Wendy Padbury, Terrance Dicks, Bob Baker & Dave Martin, Nicholas 

Courtney, William Russell, Jon Pertwee, Frazer Hines, Deborah Watling and many 

more, © 


BBC programmes on Galaxyledit] 


Some of the archive BBC programmes on Galaxy included:#! 


e Doctor Who 


e Secret Army 
e Grange Hill 


e The Goodies 

e Steptoe and Son 

e Dad's Army 

e Porridge 

e Till Death Us Do Part 

e Are You Being Served? 


e The Young Ones 


American imports on Galaxy[edit] 


Some of the American programmes on Galaxy included: 


e Night Court 

e The Outer Limits 

e China Beach 

e Murphy Brown 

e Doctor Doctor 

e Hill Street Blues 

e Bewitched 

e Parker Lewis Can't Lose 


Galaxy Club[edit] 


The station also broadcast children's programmes under the strand 'Galaxy Club’, which 
featured home-grown programming, mixed with imported cartoons and series such as 
the cartoons Denver, the Last Dinosaur, Spider-Man, Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles, 

and Underdog. Programmes specially made for the channel included Coo/ Cube and The 
Galaxy Club Show. One such programme, The Satellite Game, was made by 
Broadsword, who re-used the interactive game show format in their following 
programmes, including the successful Knightmare. 


Logo[edit] 


The Galaxy logo, along with all the BSB logos, has been critically acclaimed. On the TV_ 
Ark website, an archive of British television presentation history, Hayden Walker writes: 
"There is no doubt the BSB identity was a serious coherent design. The project of work 
stretched back over a year and included product designers, model makers, composers 
and other specialists. The BSB identities emerged with startling clarity, with an 
upmarket pitch. Stylish and distinctive both on screen and in print, Lambie- 

Nairn designed identities which told stories." = And of the Galaxy logo in particular: "The 
ident had a lovely warmth to it, with animated swirls of colours and stars." 18 


Galaxy archives[edit] 


Apart from /upiter Moon and many of Galaxy's imported programming, the vast majority 
of the original programming made for broadcast by Galaxy, such as Up Yer News and 
The Happening, is now missing. Most was made by various independent production 
companies, and broadcaster and production company have both deleted their copies - 
each thinking the other will have kept theirs.Bu9 


Closure[edit] 


Following the merger of BSB and Sky, the decision was taken to hand over Galaxy's 
transponder to Sky One, who took only a few programmes from Galaxy and 
incorporated them into its channels line up. Galaxy closed down for the last time at lam 
on 2 December 1990, ending with the ident (with no announcers) quickly disappearing 
before the test card. 
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For the television channels that actually broadcast on channel 1 in the United Kingdom 
and the Republic of Ireland respectively, see BBC One and RTE One. 


“Virgin 1" redirects here. For the television channel in the Republic of Ireland in 
operation, see Virgin Media One. 


Channel One 


channel 


Launched 1 October 2007 


Closed 1 February 2011 


Owned by Virgin Media Television (2007-2010) 
Sky plc (2010-2011) 


Picture format PAL (576i, 16:9) (SDTV) 


Country United Kingdom 
Formerly Virgin1 (2007-2010) 
called 

Replaced Ftn 


Replaced by Challenge (Freeview) 
Sky Atlantic (Sky) 


Timeshift Channel One +1 


service 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 20 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 121 (Channel 223 on 1 


February 2011) 
Channel 122 (+1) (Channel 224 on 1 
February 2011) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 119 
Channel 120 (+1) 
On Demand Catch-Up TV on Demand 


Content in TV Choice on Demand 


UPC Ireland Channel 129 


Channel One was a television channel owned and operated by Virgin Media 

Television and then Sky plc. The channel was launched on 1 October 2007 at 21:00 

on Freeview, Virgin Media and Sky as Virgin1, replacing Ftn. The channel broadcast 24 
hours on cable, satellite and Freeview; a one-hour timeshift, Channel One +1, broadcast 
on cable and satellite. 


BSkyB acquired the channel on 4 June 2010 and rebranded it as Channel One. On 15 
September 2010, BSkyB announced that it would close Channel One and sister 
channels Bravo and Bravo 2. Channel One's Freeview space on the multiplex was used 
to launch Challenge there. Channel One closed on 1 February 2011 at 06:00.™ It was 
replaced by Challenge on Freeview and Sky Atlantic on Sky. 


History[edit] 


It was announced in the summer of 2007 that Virgin Media Television was to launch the 
new channel. The network had previously expressed their interest in running a general 
entertainment channel to coincide with the relaunch on NTL: Telewest to Virgin Media. 
At first, the company stated that all of their other channels including Ftn, would still run 
as normal, but because of Ftn having a key Freeview primetime slot, this was later 
changed. 


The channel was launched as Virgin1 at 21:00 on 1 October 2007 on all platforms 
(Freeview, Virgin Media and Sky) replacing former Virgin Media Television channel Ftn. 
Some media sources have claimed that it was intended to be in direct competition 

with British Sky Broadcasting's flagship channel, Sky1, which in August 2010 had a 0.8% 
share of the market compared with Virgin1's 0.7%. 


On 20 February 2008, the channel moved from Ftn's old slots 153 and 154 on Sky and 
took over Bravo's slots 121 and 122, which were placed higher up on the EPG. The next 
day, the channel went on to achieve its highest ratings thus far, with the season 
premiere of Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles which secured a 4.2% share of 
multi channel viewers. 


On 27 April 2009, it was announced that Virgin1 (on Freeview) would move from 
multiplex D to multiplex A, allowing the channel to broadcast 24 hours a day. It's 
vacated slot was used to launch a timeshifted version of the channel which broadcast 
from 18:00 to 06:00. In Wales, it was only available from 09:00 to 19:00, with the +1 
service only available from 19:00. 


On 14 May 2009, Virgin Media Television announced plans to revamp the channel. On 9 
June 2009, it underwent a rebranding with new idents, break bumpers and onscreen 
identity. As part of the rebrand a mascot called Red was introduced, a puppet character 
from the creator of the ITV Digital Monkey. 


On 20 October 2009, the channel reduced its hours on Freeview to 09:00 - 03:00, 
allowing Tease Me TV to launch. The revocation of TMTV's licence in November 2010 
freed up the bandwidth it used from Channel One, but it was left vacant until the 
closure of the channel. 


From 30 October 2009, the channel briefly aired TNA IMPACT! at 21:00 (which was also 
shown on sister channel Bravo at the time). This was the first time wrestling has been 
aired on free television in the UK since 2001. 


On 1 June 2010, the timeshifted version of the channel ceased broadcasting on 
Freeview channel 35, allowing Yesterday to extend its broadcast hours. The timeshifted 
service continued to operate on satellite and cable platforms, between 04:00 and 01:00 
daily (the live Challenge Jackpot simulcast on Virgin1 between 00:00 and 03:00 was not 
timeshifted) 2 


On 4 June 2010, British Sky Broadcasting and Virgin Media announced that they had 
reached an agreement for the acquisition by Sky of Virgin Media Television. Virginl was 
also a part of the deal, but was rebranded as Channel One on 3 September 2010, as 
the Virgin name wasn't licensed to Sky. 1 


Closure[edit] 


On 15 September 2010, BSkyB announced that it would close Channel One and its sister 
channels Bravo and Bravo 2. Sky cited the similarity of Channel One's content to that of 
Sky3, which similarly provided Freeview viewers a taste of content previously available 
to Sky subscribers. However, many Freeview viewers criticised Sky for 

deliberately dumbing down their Freeview offerings in an attempt to gain more 
subscribers for their Sky TV service. Sky3 in particular, was perceived by many viewers 
for constantly being full of tired original Sky programming, while Sky Sports News was 
removed from the Freeview service. Others questioned about the inclusion of Challenge 
as a replacement on Freeview. By the end of December, the continuity announcer 
confirmed the closure date for the channel as 1 February 2011. At 06:00 on 1 February 
2011, Channel One ceased broadcasting on all platforms, with many programmes 
moved to other Sky-owned channels. It was replaced by Challenge on Freeview and Sky 
Atlantic on Sky. The last programme aired on the channel was an episode of Star Trek 
Enterprise. Since the closure, aspects of the former Channel One service, including sci-fi 
and drama programming, were incorporated into Sky's free-to-air channel, Pick. 


Most watched broadcasts[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched shows on Channel One, based on Live +7 
data supplied by BARB up to 18 October 2010.24 


Ran Show Episode Number of Date 
k viewers 


Terminator: The Sarah E 21 February 
l Connor Chronicles LON eike oe 2008 


9 


2 Warehouse 13 1.01 - " 


-5 


ilot" 570,000 8 April 2010 


“— e Lg 
1.04 - "Claudia" acc 


Terminator: The Sarah È 6 March 
Connor Chronicles 103 ale Turk 162000 2008 
Terminator: The Sarah | 1.05 - "Queen's 450.000 20 March 
Connor Chronicles Gambit" i 2008 
Terminator: The Sarah | 1.02 - "Gnothi 446 000 28 February 
Connor Chronicles Seauton" $ 2008 
Terminator: The Sarah È 7 13 March 

FATTI .04 - y : 
Connor Chronicles MM sleep uel os 2008 


Notable shows[edit] 


Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Channel One 


The schedule for Channel One consisted of a mixture of American and British comedy, 
drama and factual programming, both acquired and commissioned. The channel was 
pitched between male-targeted channel Bravo and female-targeted channel Living. In 


addition to exclusive content, Channel One also showed some content from Living, 
Bravo and Challenge. 


e 1000 Ways to Die e Help Me, Help You! e Star Trek: Deep Space 

e American Inventor e Home Improvement Nine (now on Syfy) 

e ...4Nd Proud e Hustle (now on Sony e Star Trek: Enterprise (now 
e BingoLotto Channel) on Pick) 


e Blade: The Series e /Want to Work for Diddy! * Star Trek: The Next 


e Brit Cops: Frontline 
Crime 

e Brit Cops: Law and 
Disorder 

e Brit Cops: Rapid 
Response 

e Brit Cops: War on 
Crime 

e Brit Cops: Zero 
Tolerance 

e Caribbean Cops 

e Chuck 

e City in Fear 

e Cops on Camera 

e Crime Invasion: 
Britain's New 
Underworld 

e Criminal Minds (now 
on Sky Living and 
Pick) 

e Deadliest Warrior 

e Eleventh Hour 

e Envy 

e Four Weddings (now 
on Sky Living) 

e The Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air (now 
on 5STAR) 

e Ghost Whisperer 


Former logos[edit] 


In Harm's Way 

It's Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia!(now on 
Viceland) 

The Kill Point 


Les Dennis's Home Video 
Heroes (now on Challenge) 


The Life & Times of Tim 
Medium (now on CBS 
Drama) 

The Monster Hunter 
Moonlight 

Most Shocking (now on 
Pick) 

My Shocking Story 

My Wife and Kids (now 
on 5STAR) 

Ninja Warrior (now on 
Challenge) 

Private Practice 

The Riches 

Road to V 

Room 101 (now on Dave) 
Sexcetera (now on Real 
Lives and Pick) 

Star Trek (now on CBS 
Action) 


Generation (now on Syfy) 
Star Trek: Voyager (now 
on CBS Action) 
Supernatural (now on E4) 
Take Me to the Edge 
Takeshi's Castle (now on 
Challenge) 

Terminator: The Sarah 
Connor Chronicles 

That '70s Show 

TNA Impact! (was 

on Bravo; now on 5Spike) 
Trauma 

The Ultimate Fighter 

The Unit (now on Forces 
TV) 

V (now on Syfy) 
Verminators 

Virgin 1 Presents.... 
Warehouse 13 (now on 
Pick and Sky One) 

Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire? (now on 
Challenge) 

World's Most Amazing 
Videos 

The X-Files (now on 
5Spike) 


Virgin1 logo 
(2007-2009) 


1 


Virgin1 logo 
(2009-2010) 


* channel 


Channel One logo 
(2010-2011) 
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CD This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
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Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Slogan 


Country 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Bravo 


31 December 1985 


1 January 2011 


Living TV Group 
(Sky Limited) 


16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Home of the Brave 


United Kingdom 


Bravo 2 


Bravo +1 


bravo.co.uk (closed) 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Sky 


Virgin Media 


Satellite 


Channel 123 
Channel 124 (+1) 


Cable 


Channel 136 
Channel 137 (+1) 


Catch Up TV on Demand 
TV Choice on Demand 


Bravo HD on Demand 


UPC Ireland Channel 508 
Channel 509 (+1) 


WightCable Channel 83/116 


Bravo was a British television channel owned by Living TV Group, a subsidiary 

of BSkyB. Its target audience was males in their 20s to early 40s. It broadcast a variety 
of both archive programming (such as Knight Rider and MacGyver) and original 
productions. 


The Bravo channel ceased broadcasting on 1 January 2011. Its most popular 
programmes including: Spartacus: Blood and Sand (now 

on Sky1), Chuck, Leverage (now on Fox), Dog the Bounty Hunter (now on Pick), Star 
Trek (now on CBS Action), /mpact!, Sun, Sea and A&E, Motorway Patrol, Highway 
Patrol, Brit Cops and Caribbean Cops (now on Pick and Sky Livingit) moved to other Sky 
channels. 


History[edit] 


Bravo was launched on 31 December 1985 as a cable only channel, created by United 
Artists Programming broadcasting black & white B-movies from the 1950s and 1960s 
and TV series. Initially, the channel was a cassette-delivered service provided to cable 
headends for automatic play-out. 


In 1991, United Artists merged with their largest shareholder TCI (now Liberty Media), to 
form the largest cable operator in the United States. TCI and US West announced a joint 
venture and, in 1992, the joint venture company became Telewest Communications. In 
1993, talks were held with Tele-Communications Inc. which resulted 

in Flextech acquiring TCl's European programming business in exchange for shares. By 
January, the deal was complete with TCI, allowing it to acquire 60.4% of Flextech while 
Flextech acquired 100% of Bravo, 25% of UK Gold, 31% of UK Living, and 25% of the 
Children's Channel which increased its share in that channel.“ 


Sky Multichannels[edit] 


On 22 July 1993, Bravo launched on the Astra 1C satellite in anticipation of the launch 
of Sky Multichannels in September 1993. With the launch on Astra, the channel started 
broadcasting between noon and midnight (as opposed to 3pm to 3am), until 3 February 
1997, when Trouble launched and took over the channel's afternoon and early evening 
broadcast hours, meaning Bravo would broadcast between 8pm to 6am. During 
mornings, European Business News time shared with the channel on weekdays 

and Living on weekends until 2001. !ll2etter source needea) 


Its programming output was altered around the same time, when the channel obtained 
many of the ITC Entertainment productions which included the cult series The Avengers. 
In 1990 it upgraded its on-screen image with an elaborate station identifier of a 
modernist skyscraper under rolling thunderclouds and promoted itself as 'Timewarp 
Television'. It used both Roger Moore and Tony Curtis to feature in speciality shot 

trails. Armstrong and Miller first made their broadcast television appearance on Bravo in 
a series of presentation promotions during its Cult Weekend on 5 August 1995. In 1996, 
a policy change to withdraw the black & white shows contributed to the channel moving 
on to specialise in science fiction and horror with movies from the Troma 

Entertainment catalogue. It then became known for showing crime documentaries by 
day and adult programming at night. It subsequently decreased the adult content and 
increased sports and imported shows such as Alias. Moving into professional wrestling, 
Bravo aired Extreme Championship Wrestling's show ECW Hardcore TV from 1996- 
2000; as well as ECW's biggest events, including what were pay-per-views in the USA, 
up to January 2001. Also with professional wrestling, Bravo aired World Championship 
Wrestling's flagship show Nitro during WCW's final year in business (2000-2001). 


Virgin Media and the sport coverageledît] 
pr iN 
Dar 


For information on where your favourite 
shows may have moved to please visit 
Sky.com/mytv 


DIANV Ww 


HOME OF THE BRAVE 


h 


Bravo's on-screen card after how it ceased broadcasting. 


On 28 August 2005, the channel started showing Serie A Italian football, bringing back 
the Channel 4 format Football Italia. However, poor viewing figures resulted first in the 
cancellation of the weekly Gazetta Football Italia show, then the announcement that 
Bravo would stop showing Italian Football altogether after 23 December 2006. The 
channel's other highest-profile sports coverage was Ultimate Fighting 

Championship archives, for which it held exclusive UK rights, as well as recent events 
(live rights are now held by BT Sport), as well as the related reality TV show The 
Ultimate Fighter. 


From January 2007, Bravo's sister channel Bravo 2 had the exclusive UK rights to 
broadcast Total Nonstop Action Wrestling programming, a two-day delay from the 
American broadcast of TNA's weekly show TNA IMPACT! and a three-day delay for TNA's 
monthly Pay Per Views. (On 3 February 2011, this programming moved to Challenge, 
and is now known as Impact Wrestling.) On 5 January 2008, TNA iMPACT was moved to 
Bravo with replays of the show on Bravo 2. Bravo's original contract for TNA Wrestling 
programming was for eighteen months and was distributed by RDA TV; the deal, which 
was once again negotiated by RDA TV, was extended on 1 July 2008 for an additional 
eighteen months. Ze 


From 3 June 2008 onward, Bravo, along with the other Living TV Group owned channels 
began broadcasting in widescreen (16:9). This was coupled with a redesign of the on- 
screen graphic; the word BRAVO was shown rather than the logo. 


On 25 May 2010, Virgin Media Television unveiled new channel branding for Bravo to 
coincide with a major new series Spartacus: Blood and Sand. It involved a new logo to 
"match the premium content and ambition of the channel" along with a new strapline, 
"Bravo: Home of the Brave". 


On 15 September 2010, BSkyB announced that it would close Bravo as well as its sister 
channel Bravo 2.81 


For November 2010, Bravo rebranded as Brav-Mo to celebrate Movember. 


From 24 to 31 December 2010, Bravo celebrated its final week with a marathon of its 
most popular shows called "Bravo, We Salute You". 


On 1 January 2011 at 4:00 am, Bravo ceased broadcasting on all platforms. The last 
program aired was World's Most Amazing Videos.®® 


Possible relaunch[edit] 


In August 2013, it was revealed that BSkyB had registered the trademark for 'Sky 
Bravo'.!31 Likely!e2tion| this was solely for trademark dilution grounds, as Sky has made 
no move to relaunch any Bravo-branded assets. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Bravo 
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This is a list of programs broadcast by the British cable channel Bravo. For a list 
of programs broadcast by the unrelated U.S. cable channel, see List of programs 
broadcast by Bravo. 


This is a list of television programmes that were broadcast by Bravo in 

the UK and Ireland. The schedule for Bravo consisted of a mixture of American and 
British comedy, drama, sport and factual programming. The channel was pitched 
towards a male-targeted audience from their twenties to early forties. The channel 
also showed commissioned content from other channels as well as its own on both 
Bravo and Bravo 2. 


Former programmingiedit] 


e 10 Things You Didn't Know About... 

e 1000 Ways to Die 

e Alex Reid: The Fight Of His Life 

e Alex Reid Fights Back 

e The A-Team (now on 5Spike and Forces TV) 
e Adult Swim 

e Airwolf (now on 5Spike and Forces TV) 

e Alias 

e America's Hardest Bounty Hunters 

e Amsterdam Nights 

e Anarchy Rulz 

e Armed And Dangerous: Ultimate Forces 

e Auf Wiedersehen, Pet (now on Yesterday) 

e Automan 

e The Avengers (now on ITV4 and True Entertainment) 
e Barbershop 

e Battle Dome 

e Battle of the Planets 

e Battlestar Galactica (now on Forces TV) 


Baywatch (now on More Than Movies) 

Beavis and Butt-head (now on Viva) 

The Beverly Hillbillies 

Big Trouble in Thailand 

The Bill Cosby Show 

Bizarre Sport Science 

Blade: The Series 

Blue Thunder 

Blues and Twos 2004-2006 

Bonanza (now on CBS Action and CBS Drama) 
Booze Britain 

Boozed Up Brits Abroad 

Brit Cops (now on Sky 1) 

Britain's Toughest Towns 

Brits Behind Bars: America's Toughest Jail (now on Pick) 
The Brittas Empire (now on Gold) 

Buck Rogers in the 25th Century 


Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons 
Car 54, Where Are You? 


Car Sharks 

Carnage 

The Champions 

Chris Ryan's Elite World Cops 

Chuck 

Commercial Breakdown 

Cops (now on CBS Reality, Fox and More Than Movies) 
Cops, Cars & Superstars 

Cops Uncut 

The Cosby Show 

The Critic 

Danger Man 

Danny Dyer's Deadliest Men 

Dante 

Day Break 

Deadliest Warrior 

Deadly North Sea 

Department S 

The Detectives 

Disorderly Conduct: Cops on Camera 
Dog the Bounty Hunter 

The Doris Day Show 

Driving Me Mad 

Duckman (1995-2010) 

The Dukes of Hazzard 

Earth: Final Conflict (now on Horror Channel) 
ECW on TNN 

ECW Hardcore TV 

Edgar Wallace 


European Championship Darts 
The Evil Touch 

Excel Saga 

Exploring the Unknown 
Extreme: Animal Attacks 

Fear Factor Africa 


Flash Gordon Conquers the Universe 
Flash Gordon - Space Soldiers 


Flash Gordon's Trip to Mars 

The Fresh Prince of Bel Air (now on Comedy Central and 5*) 
The Fugitive 

Game Pad 

GameFace 

Gamer TV 

Gavin Henderson: Human Guinea Pig 

Ginx Files 

Guilty as Charged 

Gunsmoke (now on CBS Drama and CBS Action) 
Hard Bastards 

Hardcore Heaven 

Heat Wave 

Hogans Heroes (now on Forces TV and ITV4) 
Hulk Hogan's Celebrity Championship Wrestling 
Hustle (now on Sony TV) 

I Predict a Riot 

In Your Face 

The Invisible Man 

Jason King 

Joe 90 

The Kill Point 

King of Cars 

Knight Rider (now on 5Spike and Forces TV) 
Kung Faux 

Kung Fu 

Laurel and Hardy 

Lawless Britain: Savage Sports 


Leverage (now on Fox) 
Life on Mars (now on Drama) 
Living Dangerously 


Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
Loving You 

MacGyver (now on CBS Action) 

The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (now on True Entertainment) 
Manswers 

Man's Work 

Martial Law 

The Mary Tyler Moore Show 

Massacre on 34th Street 


Maximum Exposure 

Mission Paintball 

The Mod Squad 

Monkey 

Most Daring 

Most Shocking (now on Pick) 

Motorway 

Motorway Patrol (now on Sky2 and Pick) 

Mr. Lucky 

MXC 

The New Avengers (now on ITV4) 

Night Stalker 

Ninja Warrior (now on Challenge) 

November to Remember 

The Outer Limits 

The Persuaders (now on True Entertainment) 
The Pls 

Playr 

Police Beat (Now on Really) 

Police Woman 

The Prisoner 

Rab C. Nesbitt 

Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) (now on True Entertainment) 
The Real Football Factories 

The Real Football Factories International 
Real TV 

Ripley's Believe It or Not 

RoboCop 

Roger Ramjet 

Saber of London 

The Saint (now on ITV4) 

Sapphire & Steel 

Seven Days 

Sin Cities 

Sons of Anarchy (now on 5Spike) 

Space: 1999 

Space Precinct 

Spartacus: Blood and Sand (now on 5Spike) 
Spider-Man 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (now on Syfy and Horror Channel) 
Star Trek: Enterprise (now on Sky Atlantic and Sky2) 
Star Trek: The Next Generation (now on Syfy) 
Star Trek: The Original Series (now on Horror Channel) 
Star Trek: Voyager (now on) 

Starsky and Hutch (now on Forces TV) 

Street Crime UK 

Street Hawk (now on 5Spike and Forces TV) 
Sun, Sea and A&E 


e Takeshi's Castle (now on Challenge) 

e Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles 
e Thunderbirds 

e Time Tunnel 

e TNA Epics 

e TNA iMPACT! (now on 5Spike) 

e TNA Wrestling Pay Per Views (now on 5Spike) 
e Torchy the Battery Boy 

e Tour of Duty 

e Towers of London 

e Travel Sick 

e The Twilight Zone 

e Twin Peaks 

e UFO (now on Forces TV) 

e The Ultimate Fighter (now on Fox) 

e The Unit (now on Forces TV) 

e UWFi - Bushido: Way of the Warrior 

e Walker, Texas Ranger (now on CBS Action) 
e WCW Nitro 

e WCW Thunder 

e When Games Attack 

e When Hidden Cameras Attack 

e When Sport Goes Bad 

e White Collar (now on Alibi) 

e World Cup A&E 

e World's Most Amazing Videos 

e World's Strongest Man 

e Wrestlepalooza 

e The X-Files (now on 5Spike) 
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Bravo 2 


Launched 2 March 2006; 13 years ago 


Closed 1 January 2011; 8 years ago 
Owned by Living TV Group 

(Sky plc) 
Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 
Formerly called Player 


(until 28 September 2006) 


Sister channel(s) Bravo 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 153 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 138 


Bravo 2 was a television channel in the UK, that originally launched as Player on 2 
March 2006. It was originally a spin-off of Challenge. On 28 September 2006, Player was 
rebranded as Bravo 2, and became a sister channel of Bravo. 


On 15 September 2010, BSkyB announced that it will close Bravo 2 as well as sister 
channels Bravo and Channel One.“ The Bravo channels closed on 1 January 2011, with 
the most popular programmes moved to the other Sky channels. The last image seen on 
Bravo 2 was the Bravo 2 logo with the words "Bravo 2 doesn't do regret". 2 


Programming[edit] 


e All about Men 

e AXN 

e Blues and Twos 2006-2010 
e Game-Pad 


e Knight Rider 
e Laid Bare 


e Police Beat 

e The Real Football Factories 
e The Real Miami Vice 

e Street Crime UK 


e The World's Most Amazing Videos 
e World's Wildest Police Videos 


The channel's programming consisted of gambling and sport-related programmes. The 
ident for Player was the same as that of its original late night slot on Challenge, except 
with yellow colouring and without the famous club. 


As Player, they added exclusive coverage of the FIA GT Championship to its portfolio of 
sports events. The channel also carried a limited amount of Serie A matches under the 
production of Bravo. 


Bravo 2 also showed programs from their sister channel Bravo such as The Unit, Street 
Crime UK and The Real Football Factories. 


From January 2007, the channel started broadcasting Total Nonstop Action 

Wrestling programming and was the only channel in the UK which had the exclusive 
rights for TNA Wrestling programming, which consisted of a two-day delay for the 
American broadcast TNA weekly show "TNA Impact!" and a three-day delay for TNA's 
monthly pay-per-views.2 On 5 January 2008, TNA IMPACT! was moved to Bravo, with 
replays of the show on Bravo 2. Bravo's original contract for TNA Wrestling 
Programming was an 18 month contract and was distributed by RDA TV, and the deal 
was extended on 1 July 2008 for another 18 months which was once again negotiated 
by RDA TV.® Since of 3 February 2011, TNA's programming now airs on Challenge under 
the name of Impact Wrestling. 


On 15 September 2010, Sky announced they would shut down Bravo 2 as well as sister 
channel Bravo. 


On 1 January 2011 Bravo 2 ceased broadcasting at 6:00am. Their last program 
was World's Most Amazing Videos. 
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e Bravo 2 at BRAVO.co.uk. 
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Jackpot247 


en n et | 


Type of site 


Gambling 


Available in English 


Owner Betsson 


Website www.jackpot247.com 


Alexa rank 5,563,133 (as of September 2011)" 


Commercial Yes 


Launched 1 July 2008; 11 years ago (As Challenge 
Jackpot) 


Current sta Online 


tus 


Jackpot247 


Ms LORRA Y 


Genre Live, Gaming interactive show 


Presented by Various 


Production 


Camera setup 3SixtyMedia 


Multi-camera 


Production company( NetPlayTV 


s) 
Release 
Original network ITV,” 
ML Store 
Picture format 16:9 
Original release 6 September 2011 - 
1 July 2019 
Chronology 
Related shows JML Store 


External links 


Production website 


Jackpot247 (formerly Challenge Jackpot) is an interactive gambling website owned 
by Betsson Group, which previously had television segments on ITV, except ITV Channel 
Television, and Vox Africa. The "Challenge Jackpot" brand was dropped in September 
2011 and replaced by "Jackpot247" (Jackpot247.com). Challenge Jackpot was also 

a British interactive gaming channel owned by Living TV Group (later British Sky 
Broadcasting) and operated by NetPlay TV. 


In March 2017, Betsson Group acquired Jackpot247 having purchased Netplay TV for 
£26 million. 


Business[edit] 


NetPlay TV plc acquired the business assets of Two Way Gaming Ltd for £2 million in 
stock. NetPlay TV signed production and gaming agreements with Virgin Media for an 
initial period until 30 June 2013, and took over production of the Challenge Jackpot 
brand, including its website and television channel.“ 


On 25 March 2010, NetPlay TV and Virgin Media Television agreed to the termination of 
the option agreement entered into on 7 April 2009 under which VMTV was granted 
options over 14.9m ordinary shares being 9.9 per cent of the share capital then in issue 
at a price of 18p per share (the "Option Agreement").= Under the revised agreement 
NetPlay TV took control of the Challenge Jackpot database and terminated the Option 
Agreement in exchange for a fixed cash payment of £1.82m. The database generated 
£2.9m of gross gaming margin from 12 May to 31 December 2009 and was subject to a 
revenue share agreement. Under the revised terms all revenues arising from this 
database will be retained by NetPlay TV, with VMTV receiving fixed monthly payments 
that reflected the value of its airtime. 


Restrictions[edit] 


Jackpot247 is not available to those who live in Northern Ireland or the Channel Islands. 


Television channel[edit] 


"Jackpot 


Challenge Jackpot logo 


Challenge Jackpot was launched by Virgin Media Television, in collaboration with Two 
Way Media, on 1 July 2008 as a 24-hour television channel on Sky and Virgin Media. It 
was not available in Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland or the Channel Islands due to 
"regulatory and legal restrictions". Games were overseen by Ofcom and, because Two 
Way's gaming division was based there, the Alderney Gambling Control Commission. 


Publicis was appointed to handle the £3 million launch brief for Challenge Jackpot, 
creating a TV, print and online campaign and came up with the strapline your favourite 
place to play.4 The main programme, Roulette Nation (Live) aired between 10 pm and 
3 am every day (previously live between 6 pm and 4 am), with Roulette Nation 
Express taking over between 3 am and 10 pm. Bingo Stars aired for 30 minutes, at 
around 12:30 am. 


Roulette Nation was also available on Freeview via Virgin1, later Channel One, between 
midnight and 3 am. Bravo 2 broadcast the show between 1 am and 3 am (Roulette 
Nation Express took over for an hour, ending at 4 am). 


On 20 May 2010, ITV launched their new teleshopping strand, The Zone, launching 
NetPlay TV's new show Bingo Stars. Roulette Nation aired in the two-hour block for 
around 30 minutes. Since 2012, /ackpot247 is listed as a stand-alone programme on 
ITV, airing after midnight until 3am (except ITV Channel Television), no longer using The 
Zone branding. 


On 12 February 2010, the Scottish ITV licensee STV replaced STV Casino with Roulette 
Nation - airing between midnight and 1 am every night, until STV aired the show for the 
last time on 18 August 2010, when interactive quiz show Brain Box took over the slot. 


On Virgin Media's cable television service, an interactive application developed by Two 
Way Media enabled viewers to play along with live programming on the channel; 
alternatively, viewers were able to participate on the channel's website. 


The channel closed down on 1 January 2011, shortly after the purchase of Virgin Media 
Television by BSkyB from Virgin Media, and was replaced with Aastha TV on Sky. 


Presenters[edit] 


Years Presenters Shows 
2010 - 2011 Simon Atkins Bingo Stars 


2008 - 2009 | Ben Baldwin STILE 
Sees eel Nation 


: Roulette 
2008 - 2009 Jeff Brazier Marion 
2010 Georgina Burnett | Bingo Stars 
2010 - 2011 Lucia Coward Bingo Stars 


2008 - 2010 Sarah-Jane Roulette 
Crawford Nation 

2010 - 2011 Liam Dolan eee 
Nation 

Roulette 
2008 - 2010 Anna Fowler Nation 


2008-2012 Kevin Harris Bingo Stars 
Roulette 


Nation 


7 Roulette 
2008 - 2010 | Lynsey Hipgrave Nation 
2010 - 2011 Lawrie Jordan Bingo Stars 
2010 Caroline Bingo Stars 
Kautsouds g 


2008 -2009| Alex Kramer Roulette 
Nation 

2008-2016 | Emma Lee ica 
Nation 

2008-2013 Vicky Letch Roulette 
Nation 

2009- ! 

present Craig Stevens Jackpot247 


ZOID Steve Milne Jackpot247 
present 
2012-2017 Jamie Rickers Jackpot247 


2015 Carrie Watson Jackpot247 
present 


2012- 
present 


DECOGGASHAE 


Leah Charles King | /ackpot247 


oe James Green Jackpot247 
sun Gema Ensefiat | /ackpot247 
a Alex Simpson Jackpot247 


2017 - 
present 


HO 


Adele Sica Jackpot247 


TV Advertisements[edit] 


In April 2014, Jackpot outed the Welsh village of Pwllgloyw in a TV commercial as one of 
the worst places in the UK for mobile internet reception.“ According to Ofcom, Powys 
has the poorest 3G reception in mainland England and Wales and the area around 
Pwilgloyw falls in the worst 6% of the UK for 3G coverage by all network operators. 

ua The company claim that, in places like Pwllgloyw, players are unable to win jackpots 
24/7. The follow up commercial showed a very fat Jackpot247 employee, Terry, whose 
job it is to eat a slice of cake every time someone wins. 
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Sky Living Loves 


sy LIVING LOVES 


Launched 5 July 2010 

Closed 21 February 2012 
Owned by British Sky Broadcasting 
Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Audience share 0.0% (August 2011, BARB) 


Formerly called Living Loves (2010-2011) 


Replaced Living +2 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 130 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 159 


Sky Living Loves was a British television channel owned by British Sky Broadcasting. It 
launched on 5 July 2010 and closed on 21 February 2012. It was the sister channel 


of Sky Living and Sky Livingit. 


History[edit] 


On 1 July 2010, a preview for Living Loves replaced Living +2 on Sky and Virgin Media, 
ahead of the channels launch at 3 pm on 5 July. The channel showed comedy and 
drama programmes that has recently aired on Sky Living, allowing viewers to watch 
shows again or catch up on series,f213 


It was announced on 25 October 2010, that Living would be rebranded as Sky Living in 
early 2011 and move EPG positions on Sky from channel 112 to 107 after Sky1 and 
before Sky Atlantic.“ As part of the move, Living Loves was rebranded as Sky Living 
Loves. 51s 


On 5 September 2011, Sky Living Loves began broadcasting 24 hours a day, up from 
the previous 3 pm to 2 am broadcasting hours. 


In November 2011, it was announced that Sky Living Loves would close on 24 January 
2012 as part of a restructure of the Sky-owned channels. However, the restructure 
was delayed until 21 February 2012, with the channel closing at midnight. 9%% The last 
programme shown on the channel was an episode of Party Wars. 


Sky Living Loves' EPG slot on Sky was given to Sky Arts 2. 


Programming[edit] 


e Army Wives 

e Charmed 

e Chuck 

e Cougar Town 

e CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 
e Drop Dead Diva 
e Eleventh Hour 

e Ghost Whisperer 
e Grey's Anatomy 
e Medium 

e Private Practice 
e The L Word 

e Trophy Wives 


Former logos[edit] 


"` LIVING 
IVES 


Living Loves logo (2010-2011) 
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| Sky 3D 


eo os 


Launched 3 April 2010 (commercial) 
1 October 2010 (residential) 


Closed 9 June 2015 (switched to on demand) 


Owned by Sky plc 


Picture format 1080i (3DTV) 


Language English 
Broadcast United Kingdom, Ireland 
area 
Website www.sky.com/3d 
| | 
Availability 
Satellite 


Sky On Demand Service 


Sky 3D is a 3D television on-demand service and a former channel on the Sky platform, 
that launched on 3 April 2010 with the Manchester United vs Chelsea football match 
being broadcast to over a thousand pubs in the UK and Ireland in 3D.“ On 1 October 
2010, Sky 3D became available to residential subscribers.2! The channel broadcast a 
mixture of movies, entertainment and sport for 16 hours a day from 09:00 to 

01:00 UTC.:451 


To promote its 3D channel, Sky broadcast a documentary programme titled F/ying 
Monsters 3D presented by prominent naturalist and broadcaster David Attenborough on 
Christmas Day 2010. Sky has also agreed deals with Walt Disney Pictures, 20th 
Century Fox, Universal Pictures, Warner Bros., Paramount and DreamWorks to showcase 
all of the studios' new 3D films, including the 3D world premiere of Avatar. Sky also 
filmed a Bollywood dance routine at St Pancras railway station in 3D as part of a 
partnership between Sky Arts and the English National Ballet. Sky is also working 

with Nintendo to provide shortform content from Sky 3D to the Nintendo 3DS. In April 
2011, Sky announced that Kylie Minogue's Aphrodite World Tour would be shown on Sky 
3D in June 2011. 


3D was also available for use by many broadcasters on the Sky platform, including A+E 
Networks, Discovery Communications, ESPN Inc. and MTV Networks to broadcast their 
own 3D programming.22224 During the 2012 Summer Olympics, Sky 3D provided 
coverage from Eurosport, with the channel made available to all of Sky's HD pack 
subscribers for the duration of the games.22! 


On 24 April 2015, Sky announced that the channel will become solely on demand from 
June 2015.22, The dedicated Sky 3D channel closed on 9 June 2015 but Sky continues to 
provide 3D as part of their On Demand services. As at 15 August 2017 there are around 
50 feature films available in 3D along with a selection of arts and documentary 
programmes. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky+ HD 
e Nintendo 3DS 
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For the other former television channel owned by Sky, see Sky Real Lives. 


"Sky Living It" redirects here. For the Sky television channel, see Sky Living. 


Real Lives 


REAL Lies 


Launched 13 December 2004; 15 years ago 
Closed 1 October 2019 

Owned by Sky 

Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 

Audience share 0.04% 


0.01% (+1) (August 2018, BARB) 


Slogan "Life's worth watching" (2009- 
2011) 


Formerly called LIVINGtv2 (2004-07) 
Living2 (2007-09) 


Replaced by 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Livingit (2009-11) 
Sky Livingit (2011-15) 


Sky Crime 


Challenge 

Pick 

Sky One 

Sky Two 

Sky Arts 

Sky Cinema 

Sky News 

Sky Sports 

Sky Sports Box Office 


Sky Sports F1 
Sky Sports News 


Sky Sports Racing 


Sky Witness, 
Sky Crime, 
Sky Comedy 


Real Lives +1 


sky.com/skyliving 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 


Channel 170 
Channel 270 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 136 
Channel 207 (+1) 


Virgin Channel 158 
Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre Channel 66 
Channel 63 (+1) 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 305 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK & Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


Real Lives was a British television channel owned by Sky, a division of Comcast. It used 
to be the sister channel of Sky Living. It was originally known as LIVINGtv2 from the 
channel's launch in 2004 till 2007, and then was known as Living2 from 2007 to 2009. 


On 1 October 2019, Real Lives closed down and was replaced by Sky Crime. 


History[edit] 


The channel mainly showed highlights of programming from the main channel, along 
with extended coverage of its reality programmes, such as l'm Famous and Frightened 
Extra! and Most Haunted Live. However, the channel has gained the American reality TV 
series, The Amazing Race. The channel has also shown more lifestyle and health related 
programmes such as Baby ER, Birth Stories, Downsize Me and Wedding SOS. 


Every morning from 10 am to 12 pm, there used to be a programming slot called Baby 
Zone, in which programmes related to pregnancy and birth were shown. Programmes 
included Birth Days and Maternity Ward and Babies: Special Delivery. 


As of 2018, most of the programmes on the channel are repeats of factual programmes 
that are also on Pick. 


A one-hour timeshift version of the channel launched on 5 February 2009, 
replacing Trouble +1,.4 2 


Living2 was rebranded as Livingit on 30 November 2009, following problems making 
viewers understand that the channel is not a time-shifted version of the main channel. 
“41 The relaunch was accompanied by new programming under the strapline "Life's worth 
watching". 


It was announced on 25 October 2010, that Living would be rebranded as Sky Living in 
early 2011 and move EPG positions on Sky from channel 112 to 107 after Sky One and 
before Sky Atlantic. As part of the move Livingit was rebranded as Sky Livingit.4 


Upon the launch of the now defunct drama channel ITV Encore, on 3 June 2014, it 
moved to EPG slot 222 on Sky, and Sky Livingit +1, whose EPG number was replaced by 
Sky Arts 1 HD (SD on HD viewing) moving to slot 223. 


On 9 June 2015, Sky Livingit was rebranded as Real Lives, moving to slot 172 on Sky. 


On 1 October 2019, Real Lives ceased broadcasting and was replaced by Sky Crime. 
The last programme to be shown was an episode of Four Weddings ending at 5:45am. 
After this, Sky Cimena Top Ten was broadcast. From 6:00am to 12:00 noon, an advert 
for Sky Crime was broadcast on a loop. Sky Crime officially launched at 12:00 noon. 


Former logos[edit] 


LIVINGtv2 (2004-2007) 


WANS 


LIVINGit (2009-2011) 


Zo] LIVING Ze 


Sky Livingit (2011-2015) 
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External links[edit] 


e Sky Living at sky.com 
e Press release of the launch 
e America's Psychic Challenge on Living2 


e The TV Roomlremanentdeadiing’ looks at presentation/branding on Living 2 


Sky Magazine 
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This article is about the entertainment magazine distributed by British Sky 
Broadcasting until 2011. For the similarly-named cultural magazine published from 
1987 to 2001, see SKY Magazine. For Delta Air Lines’ in-flight magazine, see the Delta 
Sky Magazine section of Delta Air Lines § Delta Sky Magazine. 


Categories 


Frequency 


Circulation 


Final issue 


Company 


Country 


hideThis article has multiple issues. Please help improve 
it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when to 
remove these template messages) 


This article needs additional citations 
E for verification. (March 2009) 


This article includes a list of references, but its sources remain 
unclear because it has insufficient inline citations. (March 
2009) 


Sky Magazine 


M 2 Months 
7.4 million 
October 2011 


British Sky Broadcasting 


United Kingdom, Republic of Ireland 


Language English 


Sky Magazine (or 'Sky Mag') was a magazine distributed to subscribers of 
the BSkyB satellite service Sky Digital. 


Availability[edit] 


The magazine was available to subscribers of the Variety Pack or all packs of 
entertainment. 


Content[edit] 


The magazines content varied from edition to edition, but tended to will include: 


e Interviews with celebrities 

e Television listings & guide for Sky Movie and Sports channels 

e Programme reviews and recommended viewing guides 

e Sky services, Adult channels and premium services advertising 
e Information regarding updates, price changes etc. 


In its final years, popular consensus was that the quality of the content decreased. What 
was once a quality magazine had lost channel guides, detailed channel listings and 
more quality interviews and programme-related articles. 


End of magazine[edit] 


The magazine ceased publication in October 2011. The October/November edition was 
the final one. The publication was replaced by a weekly customer email newsletter with 
programming highlights. 
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Sky Kids (magazine) 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the magazine. For the movie released internationally as Sky Kids, 


see The Flyboys (film). 
Not to be confused with Sky Kid. 


Sky Kids 


Categories TV 


Frequency Monthly 

First issue March 2004 
Final issue October 2009 
Country United Kingdom 
Language English 


Sky Kids magazine was a monthly magazine which came with the Sky Magazine. It 
was in circulation between 2004 and 2009. 


History and profile[edit] 


Sky Kids Magazine was started in 2004.42, The magazine was published on a monthly 
basis and available exclusively to BSkyB customers with children. The target audience 
was children aged between six and twelve.” It was provided free upon request, where 
visitors to the Sky website could request the magazine for their children by entering 
their details and viewing card numbers. 


The magazine contained games, puzzles, competitions and TV highlights. It was closed 
in 2009 with the October issue being the final edition. The other Sky 
Magazine continued to run as normal, and was not affected. 
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Diagonal View 


Type Privately held 


Industry Technology 
Founded February 27, 2008; 11 years ago 
Founders Matt Heiman, Steve 


Carey, ITN in London, United Kingdom 


Headquarters London 


E 
A 


Services Multi Channel Network 


Revenue A GB£5.1 million™ (2018) 


Net income W -£0.826m" (2018) 


Total assets A £0.0615 (2018) 


Number of 6021 

employees 

Parent Sky 

Website diagonal-view.com 


Diagonal View is a Multi Channel Network founded in March 200821 by Matt Heiman 
and Steve Carey, together with ITN.2 Unlike many other MCNs who are primary 


aggregators of content, Diagonal View own and produce the majority of their own 
videos. A platform agnostic company, their content can be viewed 

on YouTube, Facebook, Vessel, AOL amongst others. With separate teams working on 
different platforms, they are thought to be the largest digital content producer outside 
of the USA. 


Key channels include All Time 10s, Football Daily, All Time Movies, Draw My Life and All 
Time Conspiracies. Talent from both the online and offline worlds to appear on these 
channels include KSI, Jose Mourinho and Megan Fox. 


The company also builds audience for content owners and producers such as 
the FA, Sony Music, and the Financial Times, and has produced branded content for Net- 
a-Porter, Samsung, Nintendo and many others. 


Diagonal View's content is translated into over ten languages. 


Diagonal View was acquired by Sky in March 2017,5% who now have overall control of 
the company. 


See also[edit] 


e Multi Channel Network 

e Cost Per Mille 

e Cost Per Impression 

e YouTube 

e List of YouTube personalities 
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This article is about the free-to-view satellite service from Sky UK. For the similarly 
named free-to-air service from the BBC and ITV, see Freesat. 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
(DS citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Freesat from 
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Freesat from Sky is a British satellite television service from Sky UK. It offers over 

240 free-to-air (FTA) channels in its EPG.™ This is a greater number than its 
competitors, Freesat, which has 200+, and Freeview, which has 70+.2! It also has up to 
six HD channels and Sky Active interactive data service. The service is less-promoted 
than the subscription-based Sky satellite service. 


Service reach[edit] 


As of April 2011, the number of households with free-to-view satellite television is 
estimated by Ofcom to be 2.045 million, or 8.0% of households with television.“ (This 
figure includes households with BBC/ITV Freesat, Freesat from Sky, and 'churned' Sky 
subscribers who kept their Sky Digiboxes to access free-to-view channels.) 


Reception equipment[edit] 


This service requires use of the proprietary SkyHD or SD set-top box, to receive the FTA 
channels. Sky's boxes use the proprietary OpenTV EPG for interactive television 
services. The boxes are limited in some regards when compared to other satellite 
receivers, such as digital audio, video outputs, and the lack of the ability to use a dish 
motor and scan for channels not carried on the EPG. They also feature an EPG that 
contains all Sky channels, including pay-TV services which are not available to non- 
subscription viewers. Sky currently include a SkyHD Digibox with new FsfS installations. 
These boxes receive a selection of standard definition and HD channels, but do not 
record. Those who wish to have Sky+ functionality (recording & time-shifting) must buy 
their own box, requiring Sky to 'pair' their existing viewing card to the new box. In 
addition, use of the recording facilities of these PVRs also requires an ongoing monthly 
fee. 


Viewing card[edit] 


Freesat from Sky differentiates itself from Freesat not just by its use of Sky equipment 
but by offering both free-to-air and free-to-view channels. A card is included with 
installation or can be purchased direct from Sky. For security reasons" the viewing 
cards are deactivated from time to time and reception of the encrypted free-to-view 


channels disabled. This requires the user to purchase a new viewing card at the current 
standard charge. Sky viewing cards used to access subscription services revert to acting 
as FsfS viewing cards upon cancellation of the subscription. The viewing card also 
ensures the correct region for regionalised services for BBC One, BBC Two, ITV, 

and Channel 4 Icitation needed) 


Extra channels[edit] 


The following is a list of free-to-view channels on the FsfS platform. A viewing card is 
required to watch them. None of these channels are available on Freesat. BT broadband 
subscribers can also receive BT Sport using a FsfS viewing card. 


e Local TV channels 
e 4Music 
e Yesterday +1 


1. ^ Not all local TV channels are available on the Sky platform and only the relevant 
channel for the user's postcode is shown in the EPG. 


Other features| edit] 


e The viewing card can be used to receive the correct region on the main channel 
number for the following services: 
o BBC One 
o BBC Two 
o ITV/STV/UTV 
o Channel 4 


Competition[edit] 


Freesat from Sky (FsfS) is a competitor to the BBC and ITV's Freesat service which also 
broadcasts from 28.2°E and 28.5°E and the DTT service Freeview. FsfS has five free-to- 
view channels which are not available on Freesat (see above) and a large number of 
free-to-air channels which are not directly listed in the Freesat EPG and need manual 
tuning to receive them. 


FsfS has over 240 free-to-air channels on its EPG, (which do not require either a viewing 
card nor a Sky receiver to watch), including Bloomberg Television and the Travel 
Channel, compared to 198 free-to-air channels on Freesat EPG.” with the remaining 
free-to-air channels not available through the main EPG, and needing manual tuning by 
the user, isitatienneeded Freeview digital terrestrial television has over 50 free-to-air 
channels! but cannot be manually tuned into the free-to-air channels available. ‘2 
needed FSfS also pre-tunes the boxes to the correct regional services of broadcasters who 
offer regional services such as the BBC, ITV and Channel 4.™ which on Freesat requires 
the user manually to enter their postcode during set-up for these correct regional 
services. 


Conversely, there are some TV channels that are on Freeview but are not on the Sky 
EPG, including many adult-category services. Most programming is simulcast on adult- 
category channels on Sky, but with different channel names and broadcast times. eten 


needed] 
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On Demand 


Ne 
$n“ 
On Demand 
Developer(s Sky 
) 
Initial 27 March 2007 
release 


Platform TV 


Available in English 


Type Video on demand 
Website www.sky.com/shop/tv/ultimate-on- 
demand/ 


On Demand is the brand-name of a range of services from Sky designed to compete 
with video on demand services currently offered by rival companies such as Virgin 
TV or BT TV as well as internet television services such as Amazon Prime 

Video and Netflix. 


On Demand has been available in various forms including: a PC version using a peer-to- 
peer platform over broadband Internet connection, a version for users of 3G mobile 
telephones, a push video on demand service for subscribers equipped with a Sky+ 

HD set-top box or the PVR3 version of the Sky+ set top box and a pull video-on-demand 
service. 


History[edit] 


On 27 March 2007, Sky launched its Sky Anytime service for owners of Sky HD set top 
boxes. The service is a Push video on demand (push VoD) system similar to Top Up TV's 
TV Favourites, where the Sky+ PVR automatically records programmes transmitted 
over-night.{ The service uses 140GB of previously reserved disk space on Sky+ 

HD boxes hard-disk space whilst on standard Sky+ boxes it uses 80GB of the hard-disk 
space. The service is intended to provide a catch-up of a selection of the last week's 
programming. The service was launched on PVR3 Sky+ boxes manufactured 

by Pace and Amstrad on 24 April 2007. The update for Thomson boxes was delayed 
because of technical difficulties, it was finally launched for Thomson boxes on 29 May 
2007. 


On 30 July 2009, Sky confirmed the launch of a ‘pull’ video-on-demand service for 2010, 
adding to the Sky Anytime 'push' VOD service. On 29 April 2010, Sky revealed that it 
will name its video-on-demand service Sky Anytime+.= "It will be a broad offering at 
launch with a large range of content across the range of content that we show," CEO 
Jeremy Darroch said. "(It will feature) progressive download using the broadband return 
pathway and the hard disc in a combined way. All of the boxes are VOD-ready, so we'll 
be able to roll it out to all of the box population." Sky Anytime+ began a staggered roll 
out from 26 October 2010,“ The majority of Sky's customers were able to receive the 
service by the end of 2010. In the phased rollout, all remaining receivers were enabled 
in the first part of 2011. A background over-the-air update in 2010 upgraded all existing 
Sky+ HD boxes with the software needed to run Anytime+. 


In July 2011, Sky Anytime was added to Virgin Media with content from Sky Living, 
following on from Sky's purchase of Virgin Media Television. Additional content began 
rolling out on 11 October 2011 ahead of a full launch the following day. = Programming 
is available in both standard and high definition from Sky1, Sky Arts, Sky Living, Sky 
Movies, Sky News and Sky Sports.“ However HD content from premium channels is 


limited to TiVo subscribers. Sky Anytime content also became available through Virgin 
Media Player online on 28 October 2011 but not on mobile devices. 


On 6 September 2012, Sky announced that Sky Anytime and Anytime+ would be 
merged and rebranded as On Demand, along with the addition of a Catch-up TV section. 
na This occurred on 26 September 2012,24 with Sky Anytime becoming 

a Showcase section and Sky Anytime+ being split into Library, Movies and Sky Store. 


On 11 October 2012, the download component of the on Demand service was activated 
in Ireland, where Anytime+ had previously been unavailable. In 2015 the kids area of on 
demand started. 


Content[edit] 


Sky Anytime+ at launch. 


On Demand offers around 1,000 hours of content from Sky 1, Sky Atlantic, Sky Arts, Sky 
Living, Sky Movies and Sky Sports, along with material from other broadcasters, such as 
the Disney Channel, ESPN, HBO, National Geographic and UKTV.22123104 A "key focus" for 
the service is movies, with around 500 made available at the launch of Sky Anytime+. 
On Demand is offered without charge to all Sky customers with Sky+ HD boxes, 
although access to premium content such as sport and movies will depend on the 
subscriber's package. All Anytime+ content was initially only available in standard 
definition, with high definition VOD content via Sky Anytime. However, Sky's head of TV 
services Kathryn Downward said that Anytime+ could offer HD content in the future and 
3D on-demand was "definitely something we are considering" and HD content was later 
made available. So far, more HD content has been added from both Sky and the BBC. 
On 1 September 2011, a further 10 channels were added to the service. 


ITV Player became accessible through the main Sky Anytime+ menu as well as a 
dedicated ITV Player section on 31 January 2012, featuring archive content.“2 The 
catch-up TV section of on Demand launched on 26 September 2012, featuring ITV 
Player, Demand 5, Sky TV (Sky1, Sky Arts, Sky Atlantic and Sky Living), Sky Sports and 
Sky Movies.“28 BBC iPlayer arrived on 30 October 2012,24 while 40D launched on 18 
March 2013.2 


Downloads[edit] 


Download content in on Demand is supported by progressive download, meaning it 
downloads in the background while the user is watching. Standard definition movies are 
typically around 1.3GBs, which takes about one minute to start playing on 2Mbit/s+ 
connections, but around 40mins on sub-1Mbit/s lines. Downloads can also be paused if 
the user wants to free up their broadband line for another task. However, Anytime+ was 
initially only made available to Sky customers with a Sky Broadband connection, 
meaning anyone on another internet service provider missed out. Downward said that 
the reasoning behind this strategy is to enable the "optimum experience" for customers 


and make it easier to manage technical issues. On 20 March 2012, Sky Anytime+ was 
made available across all broadband providers.“ 


Content requiring a download is managed in the existing Sky+ Planner tool. Users are 
able to trigger multiple downloads of content at one time, which all funnels into the 
Planner. The system handles one download at a time, with users able to shuffle their 
download list to prioritise different content. If users are watching Sky television, then 
the system also pops up a reminder to indicate when selected content is available to 
watch. Among notable new features on the user interface is a 'play' icon, which 
indicates that content is available to play immediately. However, any content not 
carrying the 'play' icon will require time to download before running entirely without 
buffering. 


A Wi-Fi adapter has also been made available, manufactured by Netgear, rebadged by 
Sky as the "Sky Wireless Connector". 


Criticisms[edit] 


Unlike BT TV, On Demand's download content will contribute towards the user's 
broadband data limit. Downward said, "To us any internet usage is still internet usage - 
however it's being delivered, if we did [differentiate between Anytime+ data and normal 
internet use] it could be confusing between what isn't and what is."29 Customers who 
sign up for on Demand and are on the Sky Broadband Everyday Lite package are 
warned about how much content (180 minutes) they can consume before they hit their 
cap and anyone with Anytime+ that does exceed the cap is reminded that the service is 
contributing to their data usage. 


The download service was not available in Ireland upon launch but the service was 
made available on 11 October 2012.24 


Sky Goledit] 
Main article: Sky Go 


Sky Go (formerly known as 'Sky Player’, 'Sky Anytime on PC' and 'Sky By Broadband’) 
was launched in January 2006. The service allows customers to download video onto 
their PC through a broadband internet connection. As of November 2008 the software 
also allows the live streaming of selected Sky TV channels. The VoD content comprises 
sport highlights, news, feature-length movies and TV programmes. On 6 July 2011, Sky 
Player and Sky Mobile TV services were merged and rebranded as Sky Go. 


The Big New Preview Show[edit] 


The Big New Preview Show was a programme shown on Sky Anytime, presented 
by Jason Barlow, which advertises the shows coming up on the following week. It was 
updated each week on a Sunday. 


Sky HD viewers received a slightly different programme, The Big New HD Preview Show, 
which showcased upcoming high definition content on both Sky Anytime on TV and the 
linear HD channels. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jay, Alan (31 January 2007). "Sky Anytime TV preview". Digital Spy. Retrieved 5 
March2007. 


2. ^ "Sky to launch 3D TV in 2010 following record Sky+HD growth". British Sky 
Broadcasting. 30 July 2009. 


3. ^ "Sky Christens True VOD Service 'Sky Anytime+' As ARPU Rockets". paidContent:UK. 
29 April 2010. 


4. ^ "Sky Anytime+ rolling out to customers next week". TechRadar UK. 21 October 2010. 
5. ^ "Sky Introduces Sky Anytime+". British Sky Broadcasting. 22 October 2010. 

6. ^ "Preview: Sky Anytime +, Sky's revamped VOD service". Tech Digest. 2 June 2010. 

7 

8 


^ "Sky Anytime on Virgin Media TV". Virgin Media. 11 October 2011. 
. ^ "Sky Anytime on Virgin Media TV and online". Virgin Media. Retrieved 12 October 2011. 

9. ^ "What is Sky Anytime?". Virgin Media. Retrieved 12 October 2011. 

10. ^ “From Anytime+ to On Demand". Sky.com. 2 October 2012. Retrieved 25 June 2017. 

11. ^ Jump up to:24 "Sky+ now bigger and better than ever". BSkyB. 26 September 2012. 

12. ^ "Sky unveils Anytime+ VOD service". Digital Spy. 2 June 2010. 

13. ^ "UKTV enters VoD market with landmark HD content deal with Sky". UKTV. 29 July 
2011. Archived from the original on 7 November 2011. 

14. ^ "Sky ready to go hybrid". Broadband TV News. 22 October 2010. 

15. ^ "Sky Anytime+ goes from strength to strength with more content and increased 
reach". BSkyB Corporate. 30 January 2012. 

16. ^ “Channel 5's on-demand service to launch on Sky". Digital Spy. 26 July 2012. 

17. ^ "BBC iPlayer comes to Sky+". BBC. 30 October 2012. 


18. ^ “Sky adds Channel 4's 40D to create the UK's most complete catch-up TV service". 
BSkyB. 15 March 2013. 

19. ^ “Sky Anytime+ ‘enabled for all ISPs'". seenit. 27 March 2015. 

20. ^ "Sky defends Anytime+ data cap issue". TechRadar UK. 18 October 2010. 

21. ^ “Re: anytime+". Sky Help Forum. 21 March 2012. 

22. ^ "Sky TV Goes Online and Mobile for all 10 million customers". British Sky Broadcasting. 
10 June 2011. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Sky Sports Active 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


ump to navigationJump to search 


This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
z this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
Se material may be challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Sky Sports 
Active" - news " newspapers * books * scholar " JSTOR (December 
2009) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Sky Sports Active is a term used by British TV channel, Sky Sports, to describe its 
interactive sports service. It was launched in April 1999, on Sky Sports 1. Presented by 
Richard Keys, the first football game that was interactive was Arsenal vs. Manchester 
United, and it was exclusive to Sky Digital viewers. It is still available by the push of the 
red button on the viewer's remote control. Viewers can then choose how they watch 
selected sporting events. They can select alternative camera angles, access various 


statistics, catch up with match highlights, choose between live matches and place bets 
through their TV. 


Sky Sports Active has proved to be successful. !t#ior22eten After the praise of the first 
interactive game, Sky Sports decided to continue the service week by week. Soon Sky 
offered other sports in the interactive format such as cricket, golf and rugby. Other 
developments in their interactive football output have included UEFA Champions 
League Interactive and Football First. 
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An Amstrad Digibox with Viewing Card Inserted 


A 
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Sky Viewing Card 


The Digibox is a device marketed by Sky UK in the UK and Ireland to enable home 
users to receive digital satellite television broadcasts (satellite receiver) from 


the Astra satellites at 28.2° east. An Internet service is also available through the 
device, similar in some ways to the American MSN TV. The first Digiboxes shipped to 
consumers in mid-1998 when Sky Digital was launched, and the hardware reference 
design is unchanged since. Compared to other satellite receivers, they are severely 
restricted. 


Base technical details[edit] 


The Digibox's internal hardware specifications are not publicly disclosed, however some 
details are clearly visible on the system. All early boxes except the Pace Javelin feature 
dual SCART outputs, an RS232 serial port, a dual-output RF modulator with passthrough, 
and RCA socketed audio outputs, as well as a 33.6 modem and an LNB cable socket. 

A VideoGuard card slot, as well as a second smart-card reader are fitted to the front 
(these are for the Sky viewing card and other interactive cards). All share an identical 
user interface and EPG, with the exception of Sky+ HD boxes which use the new Sky+ 
HD Guide. The latest DRX595 has dropped the RF modulator outputs. A PC type 
interface was fitted internally to some early standard boxes but was never utilised by 
Sky. The latest HD boxes only have a single scart socket but have a RCA/phono socket 
for composite video output. All Sky+ and HD boxes have an optical sound output. 


The serial port outputs data used for the Sky Gnome and Sky Talker.“ The Sky 
Gamepad sends data to the box via the serial port. 


Uniquely, the second RF port outputs a 9 V power signal which is used to power 'tvLINK' 
devices that can be attached to the RF cable next to a TV in a remote room. The tvLINK 
has an IR detector and sends commands from the remote control back to the digibox on 
a 6 MHz carrier on the RF cable. This allows the sky box to be viewed and controlled 
from another room by running a single RF cable. 


All Digiboxes used to run on OpenTV (the latest HD boxes now use what is known 
internally as Project Darwin software) with Sky's EPG software 

and NDS VideoGuard conditional access. The Digibox receives software updates over 
the air, even when in standby mode should an update be available. The software 
features Sky-controlled channel numbering, the ability to view OpenTV 

or WapTV applications provided as "interactive" or "teletext" content on channels, 
parental controls, the ability to order PPV events and some basic control over lists of 
favourite channels and show reminders. 


Early decoders seemingly support only 700 channels approximately in their channel 
listing, as Sky has announced it is halting SD channels’ launch applications, with over 
100 awaiting launch, over 600 existing channels, and an average closure rate of 1 per 
week. 


Digibox remote control[edit] 


The Standard Sky Remote in blue 


The Digibox remote control comes in four physical designs - blue with new Sky logo, 
blue with old Sky logo (this version was being issued from around the first year of the 
Sky service, although that logo fell out of use before it launched), black with new Sky 
logo (Sony boxes only) and silver with new Sky logo. However, all have multiple 
variations at present with a new version of Sky remote control being produced every 
year, to support the addition of new televisions to its universal remote 

control capabilities. 


Use outside Sky's system[edit] 


The units are DVB-S compatible, and usually carry the DVB logo on the front. However, 
their use as a DVB-S receiver for anything other than Sky services is seriously limited by 
their reduced choice of symbol rates (22,000 and 27,500; additionally 28,250 and 
29,000 on Sky+ HD), and their inability to store more than 50 (fewer still on some 
models) non-EPG channels without losing them. Following a software "upgrade" the 
digibox will not display programmes from non 28.2 East Satellites. Additionally, once 
any form of parental controls are enabled, the "Other Channels" menu requires PIN 
entry on every use. 


The box also refuses to let users view channels which are free-to-air but displaying flags 
claiming encryption, which locks out some channels even on the satellites Sky use 
themselves, such as Free to View channels and the "EPG Background Audio." channel. 


Manufacturers and non-common features[edit] 


Digiboxes have been made by Amstrad, Sony, Thomson, Panasonic, Grundig, and most 
commonly, Pace. Although the reference designs were identical, a number of digibox 
lines have specific faults or traits, such as failing modems on Grundig units, and 
unstable tuners on older model Pace boxes. Some units add features not found on other 
models, such as S-Video sockets on some Grundig units, and TOSLINK output on Sony's. 


For a long period of time in 2004 and 2005, only one Digibox was in production, the 
Pace DS430N, but Amstrad and Thomson have resumed production with the DRX500 
and DSi4212 boxes respectively. Digiboxes for new customers are assigned randomly, 
and cannot be chosen, creating an after market for specific boxes due to their individual 
features. Sky bought out Amstrad satellite production in 2007 and now only distribute 
boxes which initially appeared as Amstrad models but are now badged merely as Sky. 


Standardised design[edit] 


In late 2005, it was announced that all future Digiboxes would have a standardised 
cosmetic design, although retain the three current makers, and have a slightly 
redesigned remote control, which would be recoloured white with some blue keys. 


Thomson and Amstrad began supplying these boxes in late 2005, with Pace following in 
late 2006. The standardised design is known as the "Flow" design. 


Other Digiboxes[edit] 


A second generation of Digibox exists, marketed as Sky+. These PVR units have three 
versions: the 40 GB PVRI, the 40 GB PVR2, and the PVR3 which is fitted with a 160 GB 
HDD with 80GB available for user recordings, and the remaining 80 GB reserved for use 
by Sky Anytime. All have dual LNB inputs and an optical digital audio output, as well as 
all other features of the Sky box. These units are manufactured by Amstrad, Pace and 
Thomson only, and use a different remote control. USB ports are fitted to the PVR3. 
When Sky+ was launched, there was an additional £10 monthly charge to access the 
Sky+ functionality if two or more premium packages were not subscribed to. Sky have 
now removed this charge, effective 1 July 2007. Without a Sky+ Subscription, the Sky+ 
box reverts to the functionality of a normal Digibox, albeit without Autoview modes. 


The Sky+2TB box has 2 TB to record to and is manufactured solely by Thomson. This 
unit is also fitted with USB ports. (this unit has been discontinued) 


A third generation of Digibox also exists, with the additional ability to receive DVB- 

S2 HDTV signals in the MPEG-4 format. The initial sole manufacturer of these Sky+ 

HD boxes was Thomson, and made their debut on 22 May 2006 with the launch of HDTV 
channels on Sky. Although around 17,000 digiboxes were initially produced, they could 
not meet demand and some had to wait for longer for their SkyHD Digibox. Past 
manufacturers are Thomson, Pace, Amstrad and Samsung. 


These boxes have all the features of a Sky+ box, as well as a HDMI output, and the 
early Thomson DSI8215 model has component video output. 

Both SATA and Ethernet ports are also supplied, currently used for the Sky_ 
Anytime+ service. As well as requiring a Sky+ subscription or any subscription, HD 
versions of the subscription channels require the payment of an additional £10.25 (or 
€15) per month, although HD channels can be viewed on free-to-air services such 

as BBC One HD, BBC Two HD, BBC Three HD, BBC Four HD, CBBC HD, ITV HD, ITVBe 
HD, Channel 4 HD, NHK World HD and with a Freesat from Sky card, Channel 5 HD. 


On 16 March 2011, Sky launched the Sky HD box, primarily targeted at multiroom 
subscribers. and also used for Freesat from Sky installations. The Sky HD box is not a 
personal video recorder, meaning it has no hard disk and cannot support the Sky+ 
functionality. These were later replaced with Sky+HD boxes, which had both sets of 
functionality. 


Card Pairing[edit] 


AII Sky boxes, whether Digiboxes, Sky+ or SkyHD incorporate card pairing. This involves 
the 'marrying' or 'pairing' of a viewing card to one particular STB, thus preventing one 
card (and indeed subscription) being used on multiple digiboxes. During installation the 
engineer will initiate a 'callback' from the STB to Sky via modem and telephone line, 
transmitting details of the viewing card number and the box in which it is installed. 
Once this step has been completed it is no longer possible to view premium channels 
such as Movies or Sports on any other box besides that which the card was paired with. 
Notably, the card can still be used to view non-premium channels such as Sky1 but will 
display an error message when attempting to watch a movie channel or sports channel 
with an unpaired box and card combination. A card can be 're-paired' in some instances 
such as STB replacement or multiroom relocation, however this must be initiated by Sky 
and cannot be completed by an end-user. 


Power consumption[edit] 


Standard Digiboxes use almost as much power in standby as when active; the "standby" 
setting merely mutes the sound and cuts off the picture, but internal signal processing 
continues at the same rate. Sky+ boxes are believed to reduce their power 
consumption more significantly in standby because they can spin down hard disks. 
Power consumption for the standard box varies from around 10 to 18 Watts. Most 
Sky+HD boxes consume up to 60W when active, falling to ~30W when the disc is 
powered down. To some degree, this has been addressed with the latest DRX890/895 
HD boxes. These have a power consumption of 45W max but now have a "deep sleep" 
mode consuming around 1/2 W. 


See also[edit] 


e Digital television adapter 
e Set-top box 

e British Sky Broadcasting 
e Sky (UK & Ireland) 

e Astra 28.2°E 
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Sky+ logo up until 2010 


A Sky+ set top box 


Sky+, or Sky Plus, is a discontinued personal video recorder (PVR) and subscription 
service from the satellite television provider Sky in the UK and Ireland. Launched in 
September 2001, it allows customers to record, pause and instantly rewind live TV. The 
system performs these functions using an internal hard drive inside the Sky+ set top 
box, an upgrade over the standard Digibox. 


Originally a Sky+ subscription costed £10 per month - this fee was discontinued for 
subscribers from 1 July 2007. By July 2002 the service attracted 25,000 subscibers, 

21 and by 30 September 2009, there were 5.9 million customers with Sky+.2! Sky+ was 
also been released in Italy, Germany and Austria. 


During its lifetime its chief competitors in the UK market were Freeview+, Freesat+, BT_ 
Vision, and Virgin Media's V+ and TiVo. In the Republic of Ireland, Sky+ competed with 
Virgin Media Horizon TV and Saorview. In October 2016, Sky stopped selling the Sky+ 
subscription service as it was replaced by the all-new Sky Q, although users of Sky+ can 
continue using their legacy box.“ 


Technical information[edit] 


Combined digital satellite receiver/decoder and personal video recorder (PVR). 

Twin digital satellite tuners - for connection to identical independent feeds 

from Astra 28.2°E. Allows simultaneous recording/viewing or recording of 2 channels 
at once. 

The set-top box middleware is provided by OpenTV, but the EPG and all the software 
extensions that manage the PVR functions are produced by NDS under the name of 
XTV PVR. 

Sky+ has its own electronic programme guide made by Sky. From here, users can 
see what programmes are on in the next seven days. The current EPG software 
version (as of July 2010) is Sky+ 21.23.74. 


Versions[edit] 


There have been various versions of Sky+: 


Sky+ 40 GB (discontinued) - First version of Sky+, which costed £300. An average 
of twenty hours recording time. The first generation of boxes (referred to as a PVR1s 
within Sky) were manufactured exclusively by Pace for the UK and Ireland market. 
The second generation of 40 GB boxes (referred to as PVR2s), were manufactured 
by both Amstrad and Pace. 

Sky+ 80 GB (discontinued) - Now officially and colloquially referred to as Sky+, this 
third generation of box (PVR3) are manufactured by Altech UEC, Pace, Amstrad and 
Thomson. Launched in September 2005 as standard Sky+ box, the box has an 
average of forty hours recording time. The box has a 160 GB hard drive installed, 
however half of this (80 GB) is reserved for use by the Sky Anytime TV service. The 
box is known internally at Sky as a PVR3 or Sky+ 80/80, 'citetien needed 

Sky+ 160 GB (discontinued) - Referred to as Sky+160, this box was manufactured 
by Thomson, with the model number DSI6210, and was available only in the UK. 
Launched in the autumn of 2004 as Premium Sky+ box and a cost of £399, it has 
an average of eighty hours recording time. The box has a 160 GB hard drive 
installed, and all 160 GB is available for user recordings. The Sky Anytime TV service 
is not available on this box. The Sky+160 box was discontinued during the first 
quarter of 2006. 

Sky+ 250 GB 

Sky+ (HD) 250 GB - Made by different companies, including Pace, Samsung and 
Amstrad. Formerly with a smaller hard drive (160 GB). Presumably upgraded with 
the increasing numbers of HD channels. Still containing dual tuners and the Sky_ 
Anytime service, although this does not use personal recording space as the hard 
drive is in fact 500GB with a separate 250GB partition dedicated to the Anytime 
service. 

Sky+ (HD) 1 TB (discontinued) - The same as the smaller hard-drive HD box, 
however a four-times larger hard drive. Similar in appearance however silver parts 
are replaced with black making a much slicker looking box. 

Sky+ (HD) 2 TB - The same as the smaller hard-drive HD box, replacing the 1TB 
version however an eight-times larger hard drive. Similar in appearance however 
silver parts are replaced with black making a much slicker looking box. 


Although the different generations of the Sky+ box look similar, they have minor 
external differences (viewing card positions etc.) and significant internal differences. By 
December 2005, Sky+ 80 GB boxes manufactured by Pace, Amstrad and Thomson were 


being installed. Many people have reported various problems with the different boxes. A 
persistent complaint is that early Amstrad 80 GB models are noisy in 

operation. Amstrad was bought out by Sky in 2007, and decided to bring in its satellite 
receiver development and manufacturing in-house. 


Sky+ remoteledit] 


Sky+ remote control 


A typical Sky+ remote control is similar to a typical Sky remote, but provides controls 
for the extra features, e.g. rewinding the programme, record, play or pause, fast 
forward and stopping playback of the programme. The Sky+ remote is silver coloured or 
beige for the early remotes issues with 40GB Boxes (like the set top box) rather than 
the dark blue of the normal and original Sky remote. 


The sky + remote will work a Sky HD Box automatically but does require additional 
tuning to work with a standard sky box which can be found below. 


Remote recording[edit] 


In July 2006, Sky added remote recording functionality to Sky+ in the UK and Ireland. 
This enables customers to schedule recordings when they are away from home via a 
mobile telephone. Programmes can be added to the planner either by downloading an 
application to the mobile phone, called 'Sky Go', or by sending as SMS with details of 
the programme name, time, date and channel. In February 2007, Sky added remote 
recording via the sky.com website, so customers can program their STB from any web 
browser using an EPG similar to that found on the Sky+ system. 


Sky Anytime TV service[edit] 
Main article: Sky Anytime 


On 2 January 2007, Sky announced plans to release a service, named Sky Anytime to 
Sky+ subscribers. The service is a Push-Video on Demand (push-VoD) system similar 
to Top Up TV Anytime, where the Sky+ PVR automatically records programmes 
transmitted over-night.!! The service, will be available to over 2 million Sky+ 
subscribers, using reserved space on the PVR's hard drive. 


The service works as a catch-up service for the best programmes of the week. The 
service launched some time in March 2007, and is available to owners of Sky HD and 
newer Sky+ boxes.™ 


Critical reception[edit] 


Following a six-month trial of the service, Guy Dixon wrote in PC Advisor magazine that 
he found Sky+ very easy to use and particularly praised the Series Link feature, 
describing it as a "killer app". He also described the ability to pause and rewind live TV 


as a "novelty...that wore off after a couple of days" and criticised the inability to 
customise the EPG's standard channel list. He also questioned whether both the high 
cost of the hardware and extra subscription fee would harm its success and suggested 
Sky should waive the hardware and installation fees. Sky would later offer reduced 
cost hardware, and began to waive the extra subscription fee to its premium channel 
subscribers, and subsequently all subscribers. 


BSkyB spent upward of £20 million advertising the new service. In 2004, Sky began to 
waive the service fee to customers who were subscribers of their premium sport and/or 
movie channels, and from 2007, the charge was dropped for all subscribers. Sky+ is 
also built into Sky+ HD digiboxes. 


A number of hackers have attempted to upgrade the Sky+ receiver, primarily through 
the installation of larger hard drives to increase recording capacity; instruction manuals 
and tool kits to do this are widely available. Installing a larger hard drive in the unit is no 
harder than in a normal PC, but the Sky+ receiver is sensitive to the type of disk 
installed. Disks with low power requirements and fast spin up times are most likely to be 
compatible. Hard drives (consumer electronics drives) designed specifically by 
manufacturers for use with PVRs provide a considerably lower noise level and produce 
significantly less heat, reducing the need for internal fans to operate as frequently and 
again cutting down on noise generation. 


Software is also freely available which facilitates the migration of recorded material 
from the hard drive to a replacement. However at the time of writing (December 2010) 
this software is incapable of migrating recorded material from a standard definition 
Sky+ Box to a Sky+ HD box. It is thought that this is due to the planner databases used 
for Sky+ and Sky+ HD being incompatible. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky (company) 


e Sky+ HD 
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Sky HD 
Owner Sky plc 
Parent Sky plc 
Launch 22 May 2006; 13 years ago 
date 
Dissolved October 2016 
Official www.sky.com/products/ways-to-watch/ 
website 


sky-plus-hd/ 


Replaced b Sky Q 
y 


Sky+ HD was the brand name of the HDTV service launched by Sky plc on 22 May 2006 
in the United Kingdom and Ireland to enable high definition channels on Sky to be 
viewed. For the first 2 years after launch, the service was branded Sky HD. The service 
requires the user to have a Sky+ HD Digibox and an HD ready TV. A subscription to the 
original HD pack carries an extra fee of £10.25 (€15.00 in Ireland) a month in addition to 
the standard Sky subscription, allowing customers to view HD channels corresponding 
to the channel packs subscribed to. Additional Pay-Per-View events on Sky Box Office 
HD are not available to customers unless they subscribe to the Sky HD pack. 


As of June 2014, subscription numbers for Sky+HD stood at over 5.2 million, an increase 
from 4.8 million the year before. 


From October 2016, Sky+ HD is no longer being offered as it was replaced by Sky Q. 
Existing customers can continue their subscription with Sky+ HD. 


History[edit] 


Launched in May 2006, Sky HD brought high-definition television to the consumer 
market, initially consisting of nine HD channels. Prices on launch were announced as 
£299 for a HD set-top box, with an additional £10 a month HD subscription on top of any 
existing packages. Customers who pre-ordered by paying a deposit before 6 April 2006 
were the first to receive the service, with installations starting on 21 May 2006 following 
over 40,000 advance orders of the service; the number of Sky+HD pre-orders surpassed 
the total sales in the first year of Sky+. The HD package launched with a one-year 
minimum subscription duration. 


The launch line-up consisted of Sky One HD, Sky Arts HD, Sky Movies 9 HD, Sky Movies 
10 HD, Sky Sports HD, Discovery HD, National Geographic Channel HD, Sky Box Office 
HD 1 and Sky Box Office HD 2 (now Sky Movies Box Office). 


In January 2010, customers started being offered the Sky+ HD box as standard, with the 
HD package being optional at the same subscription price. The Sky+ box was 
subsequently withdrawn, meaning the Sky+ HD became part of a standard installation. 
As of late 2013, the £10.25/month HD pack stopped being offered to new customers, 
instead suggesting customers subscribe to the Family package, then carrying a 
£5/month premium over the cost of the regular Variety package.“ Access to HD 
versions of Sky Sports and Sky Movies requires a separate HD pack subscription, priced 
at £5.25 per month. 


Sky+ recording facilities are included as part of a standard Sky TV subscription 
package, yet entails a fee of £10.25/month if a customer does not subscribe to any Sky 
TV package. Viewers who do not take a subscription Sky TV package or the Sky+ 
service will still receive all free SD and HD channels, but cannot use the recording 
facilities. Uptakers of the subscription-free Freesat from Sky service are provided with a 
recorder-less box branded 'SkyHD' rather than Sky+ HD, given SkyHD boxes provided 
by Freesat from Sky do not contain hardware for recording. 


As of November 2016, Sky offered over 50 HD channels, more than any competitor. 

1 Numerous FTA HD channels are available which do not require a subscription, only an 
HD capable digibox such as the Sky+ HD box, including BBC One HD, BBC Two 

HD and Channel 4 HD. 


On Demand[edit] 
Main article: On Demand (Sky) 


On 27 March 2007, Sky launched its Sky Anytime on TV Push-Video on Demand service 
for owners of Sky+ HD set top boxes. Programmes in high definition and standard 
definition are recorded overnight to a reserved 140GB of disk space, to give the effect 
of video on demand. 


This has also been used to bring viewers high-definition programmes from channels that 
at the time didn't broadcast in HD. These have included Sky News (7echnofile, Diana: 
The Last Word), Disney Channel (High School Musical 2) and Nickelodeon (iCarly). 


Set top boxes[edit] 


An original Sky+ HD Digibox (V.1) backpanel 


The first generation of Sky+ HD Digibox were produced by Thomson, with Sky 
subsequently adding Samsung, Pace and Amstrad as manufacturers afterwards. In 
2009, a manufacturing fault led to a batch of up to 90,000 units manufactured by Pace 
requiring replacement; Sky offered customers 3 months free HD pack subscription for 
the inconvenience. 


For connectivity with HD ready televisions, the box outputs via a HDMI connector 
(adapters to Digital Visual Interface are available). The box is High-bandwidth Digital 
Content Protection (HDCP) compliant. Sky boxes manufactured prior to January 2008 
also had analogue component connections (YPbPr), but as the HDCP copy protection 
cannot be applied to this type of output it is no longer included. Traditional standard- 
definition (SD) connections are available via SCART and S-Video. All programming is 
currently output from both HDMI and SD connections, although individual broadcasters 
have the option to require HDCP (and therefore HDMI) in the future. 


All HD channels are broadcast in 1080i format (though the box can be set to scale this 
to 720p if the user wishes), using the H.264/MPEG-4 AVC compression standard, 

from Astra 2A, Astra 2E, Astra 2F and Eutelsat 28A satellites at 28.2°E and 28.5°E ina 
new DVB transmission standard, DVB-S2. BBC HD was initially broadcast using DVB- 
S but switched to DVB-S2 on 6 June 2011. 


The Version 5 EPG (electronic program guide) is almost identical to the one found on 
Sky+, with the exception being that by pressing TV Guide and then number 2 on 

the remote control, listings for only the HD channels are shown. An update was sent to 
the HD boxes early on 20 March 2007, which also included code for Sky Anytime (now 
OnDemand). Version 8 of the Sky Guide, dubbed the Sky+ HD guide, included a Mini TV, 
improved search functions and a refreshed interface. 


Sky+ HD DRX895W Set Top Box, with remote and power cable 


On 1 October 2010, Sky began the process of downloading open-source software to 
Sky+ HD receivers.” Unlike the majority of software upgrades made by Sky, the open 
source licences require Sky to notify customers that the download has taken place. 
Subscribers are notified with an on-screen message that refers them to a dedicated 
section of the Sky website.22 The website also includes a download of the open source 


components including the building environment. Sky says that it has found a number of 
Open Source Software developments that provide capabilities that benefit the software 
used in the Sky+ HD box. 


Release history[edit] 


Below is a list of boxes that have been manufactured for use with Sky+ HD.” All boxes 
are now discontinued and no newer models are expected, since the launch of Sky Q. 
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Sky also manufactured a standard Sky HD box without a hard drive, aimed primarily at 
customers subscribing to Sky Multiroom, as a cheaper alternative to receive HD 
channels if record and playback were not required. 
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Developments[edit] 


Increase in HD channels[edit] 


This section needs to be updated. Please update this article 
© to reflect recent events or newly available information. (August 
2019) 


In over three years since launch, the number of HD channels available has increased 
significantly, thus Sky+ HD is the world's largest HD offering outside North America.“ 


Sky brought an update to its Sky+ app, this features a similar looking design to the 
Sky+HD box bringing the services more in line with one another. 


On 30 July 2009, Sky confirmed the launch of a "pull" video-on-demand (VOD) service 
for 2010, adding to the current Sky Anytime "push" VOD service.! The service, 
delivered by broadband internet, will utilise the Ethernet port of existing Sky+ HD 
boxes. Sky's Anytime+ will only be available to Sky broadband at launch but sky say it 
will be on all service providers in the near future. Although the service may be similar 
to DirecTV's VOD offering that also uses an operating system built by NDS Group. NDS 


Group was formally a Permira/News Corporation company, but currently part of Cisco. 
Sky have started the phased roll-out of the new guide software for this service. 


On 29 April 2010, BSkyB revealed that their new video-on-demand service would be 
named Sky Anytime+.2 "It will be a broad offering at launch with a large range of 
content across the range of content that we show," CEO Jeremy Darroch said. "[It will 
feature] progressive download using the broadband return pathway and the hard disc in 
a combined way. All of the boxes are VOD-ready, so we'll be able to roll it out to all of 
the box population." Sky Anytime+ began a staggered roll out from 26 October 2010. In 
March 2011 it was confirmed by Sky that the Thomson Sky HD boxes would not be 
suitable for the new Anytime+ service. Customers with Thomson boxes are being 
offered New boxes.24 


On 1 February 2011, BSkyB introduced a new EPG for Sky HD subscribers which 
switched the standard definition channels with the high definition simulcast. For 
example, Sky News HD, which was on channel 517, switched to channel 501. The same 
happened for other non-regional HD channels, including Syfy, Comedy Central, Sky 
Sports, E4 and Sky1. 


3D[edit] 


Following demonstrations in December 2008, Sky announced on 30 July 2009 its 
intention to launch a 3D channel during 2010, featuring a broad selection of 3D 
programming, which is expected to include movies, entertainment and sport.22 Existing 
Sky+ HD receivers will automatically be compatible with the new 3D service, although 
customers will require a new 3D compatible HDTV set to view in 3D. A 3D trailer has 
been in circulation in UK cinemas for the new service. It is thought that it will use the 
new MVC video codec. The first programme that was broadcast by Sky in 3D was 

the Arsenal vs Manchester United football match on Sunday 31 January 2010. The 3D 
match was available in nine hand-picked pubs in England and in Ireland.22 On Monday 
29 March 2010, Sky 3D appeared on the EPG at number 217, showing "Programs Start 
on Saturday". Sky launched its 3D services on 3 April with the Manchester United 

vs Chelsea football match being broadcast in over a thousand pubs across England in 
3D.24 As of October 2014 Sky 3D is on channel 170. From 9 June 2015 customers 
wanting to access Sky's 3D content will only be able to do so via its on-demand 
channels. To this end, there will be a new 3D segment in the Sky Box Sets, Movies, 
Store and TV Guide sections. 


See also[edit] 


° Sky 
e Sky UK 
e Sky Ireland 


e High-definition television 
e High-definition television in the United Kingdom 
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Sky Q 


Sky Q is a subscription-based television and entertainment service provided 
by satellite broadcaster Sky in the UK, Ireland, Germany, Austria and Italy. 


The flagship product from Sky, Sky Q originally launched in 2016 as a major revamp of 
the previous Sky+ and Sky+ HD services it replaced. Sky Q has been referred to as a 
"multimedia platform" that combines conventional television with on demand and catch 
up services, as well as third-party services. It includes a PVR set top box, multiroom 
set top box, a dedicated broadband-connected "hub", and applications for mobile and 
desktop devices. As of April 2018, Sky Q was in 2.5 million homes in the UK, Ireland and 
Italy. In July 2018, Sky reported that there were 3.6 million Sky Q customers.“ 


Launch[edit] 


Sky Q was first announced by Sky UK in November 2015, formerly known as Project 
Ethan, and was released in the UK in February 2016. It was later also released for Sky_ 
Italia customers in November 2017 and in May 2018 for Sky Deutschland.“ In contrast 
to Sky UK and Sky Italia, existing customers in Germany and Austria could receive Sky Q 
through a free software update on existing UHD-capable "Sky+ Pro" receivers. 


Hardware[edit] 


—— 


The Sky Q Silver box 


The flagship Sky Q "Silver" set top box (called "Platinum" in Italy) has a 2 terabyte hard 
disk and 12 satellite tuners, allowing up to six live TV channels to be recorded while 
watching a seventh. This box is also capable of receiving and displaying 4K resolution 
"ultra-high-definition" (UHD) broadcasts, which were started by Sky in the UK in August 
2016." The regular Sky Q box has 1 terabyte of storage and has 8 tuners, supporting 
broadcasts up to 1080p ("Full HD"). A third box, Sky Q Mini, acts as a secondary device 
without tuners or hard drives that merely networks to the main box to allow the Sky Q 


service to be used in multiple rooms, and can also be used as a Wi-Fi "extender" to 
provide stable broadband connections. 


The Sky Q remote control is a fully redesigned compared to the older Sky+ one, 
using Bluetooth technology instead and containing a large touchpad for scrolling and 
selecting in the user interface,“ 


Software[edit] 


Using the Sky Q apps designed for the Android and iOS operating systems, Sky Q 
recordings at home can be watched on mobile devices on the go.“4 Sky Q also offers 
access to box sets on Sky Store. In 2019, Sky teamed up with Netflix to offer that 
service with Sky Q for £3 per month, cheaper than a standard Netflix subscription, 
called "Ultimate On Demand". 


In August 2017, Sky added Dolby Atmos sound support on Sky Q.” Sky announced 
that High Dynamic Range (HDR) will be coming to Sky Q in 2019.™ 


Reception[edit] 


Sky Q mostly received positive critical reception in the UK. A/phr.com in April 2018 
called the service "pure brilliance" and that it "keeps getting better", rating it 5 out of 5. 
1581 TrustedReviews in April 2019 rated it 4.5 stars out of 5, praising the interface, on-the- 
go recordings, UHD resolution and Netflix integration, while criticising that it isn't cheap. 
16 Another review from 2019, by 73, also rated it 5 stars out of 5, with the verdict 
stating "Sky Q was already the best viewing experience money could buy and now, with 
Netflix seamlessly integrated into its UI, it has powered even further away from its 
rivals." The cons were stated to be lack of Amazon Prime Video and HDR.“4 Stuff also 
rated it 5 stars out of 5 as of January 2019, commenting that it "works flawlessly and 
could change the way you watch TV", although adding that "Sky Q isn’t for everyone (at 
least not yet)" and that for some people its "extra features will look like luxuries that 
might not be worth the extra expense".22 TechRadar rated it 4.5 stars out of 5, calling it 
the "best TV subscription service on the planet", with its main criticisms being lack of 
Amazon Prime Video and HDR.22 A What Hi-Fi? review from April 2019 gave it 5 stars 
out of 5, praising the content and multi-room ability, while criticising it for being 
expensive and the touchpad remote being "fiddly".290 


AwardsS[edit] 


TrustedReviews named Sky Q the "Home Entertainment Product of the Year" in 2016, 
beating PlayStation 4 and Xbox One S.” Sky Q was rated "Best TV platform" by 73 in its 
2018 awards. 


Advertising[edit] 


Actor Idris Elba is used by Sky UK for its advertising campaigns.2 


See also[edit] 
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Sky Betting & Gaming 


betting 
Sky & gaming 


Type Limited company 


Industry Online gambling and gaming 


Headquart Leeds 


ers 


Products Sports betting, online poker, online 


casino, online bingo, odds comparison 


service, fantasy football and football 
predictor game 


Owner The Stars Group 


Website www.skybet.com # 


Sky Betting & Gaming is a British-based Canadian gambling company, owned by The 
Stars Group, with headquarters in Leeds, West Yorkshire and offices 

in Sheffield, London, Guernsey, Rome and Germany. Sky Betting & Gaming consists of 
six core brands: Sky Bet, Sky Vegas, Sky Casino, Sky Poker, Sky Bingo and Sky Lotto. It 
also owns online betting odds comparison site Oddschecker. Sky Betting & Gaming also 
operates popular, free-to-enter football prediction game Soccer Saturday Super 6. 


In 2015, Sky plc sold an 80 percent stake in the company to CVC Capital Partners for 
£600 million, with Sky retaining a 20% stake in the company and agreeing to a long- 
term licence of the Sky brand. In 2018, CVC and Sky agreed to sell Sky Betting & 
Gaming to The Stars Group for £3.4 billion. 


Sky Bet[edit] 


Sky Bet logo used since October 2017. 


Sky Bet is the sports betting division of Sky Betting & Gaming, with the majority of its 
operations run from Leeds. The company allows betting via its website, telephone, 
mobile apps and interactive television through Sky. In August 2011 Sky Bet launched its 
Apple iPhone and iPad app and all markets are also available via Android devices. It 
remains one of the few sports betting companies in the UK not to operate traditional 
high street shops. The company was formerly known for the slogan ‘It matters more 
when there's money on it'. In October 2011, a major new Sky Bet advertising campaign 
introduced the slogan ‘Nothing’s certain, that’s why it’s exciting’ and the concept of 
‘What if?’, used by Sky Bet to advertise topical, sports betting special markets. 


Sky Bet is licensed and regulated by the Alderney Gambling Control Commission (AGCC) 
(GCB). 


Sky Bet had a dedicated TV channel of the same name on Sky channel 864, which 
closed on 13 February 2012. 


History[edit] 


Sky Bet's origins lie in BSkyB's acquisition of Sports Internet Group in July 20004 which 
included the small telephone and online sports betting based company Surrey Sports, 
alongside two other companies: Planet Football and Opta Index. Surrey Sports was 
rebranded in July 2002 to create Sky Bet. The company grew in December 2006 when 
established online betting companies totalbet and ukbetting were consolidated into Sky 
Bet after BSkyB's purchase of 365 Media Group. Sky Bet features heavily (through 
advertising and shared content) on the former 365 Media Group sites, as well as 
skysports.com thanks to their common ownership and proximity (they are based in 
nearby Leeds). Sky Bet's success has prompted Sky to branch out within the betting and 
gaming industry. Former professional footballer and Sky sports pundit Jamie 

Redknapp is the face of Sky Bet's football betting product. 


Acquisition of GoldBet[edit] 


In April 2004, 365mediagroup, or ukbetting as it was known at the time, announced the 
acquisition of GoldBet SportWetten GmbH ("GoldBet"), the European online sports 
betting company, for a maximum €4.5 million dependent on the achievement of certain 
performance criteria. By December 2003, GoldBet had recorded EBITDA of €260,000 on 
revenues of €8.5 million, with a net asset value of €246,415, and no bank debt. 


Trevor Beaumont, ukbetting’s Managing Director of Gaming, believed Europe 
represented a significant growth opportunity for ukbetting and sought to leverage the 
European market, a market that he was familiar with as former Racing and Trading 
Director of Coral and Managing Director of Eurobet. 


BSkyB then owned GoldBet in December 2006 after the purchase of 365 Media Group.“ 
Sky Bet Group Betting[edit] 


In 2018, Sky Bet unveiled a new tool to allow multiple players to create an accumulator 
bet. This is one of the first online options to offer accumulators between people who 


know each other. In the past, group bets have typically been made in person or through 
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Sky Vegas logo used since February 2018. 


Sky Vegas[edit] 


Sky Vegas is the company's primary online casino division. The company's online 
casino offering is distinguished from the majority of its competitors in that it plays in- 
browser rather than requiring a software download. 


Sky Vegas is licensed and regulated by the Alderney Gambling Control Commission 
(AGCC) (GCB). 


Until 12 April 2011, Sky Vegas had a dedicated TV channel of the same name on Sky 
channel 864 (which was formerly called 'Sky Vegas Live'), when it was rebranded for 
Sky Bet. 


History[edit] 


'Sky Bet Vegas' was created in March 2003, initially with only 3 fixed odds casino-style 
games called ‘Juicy Jackpot", 'Top Spin' and 'Super Keno’. As its name indicated, it was 
then part of Sky Bet but has since been made separate and rebranded to simply 'Sky 
Vegas'. When limitations on broadcasting Casino games through IDTV were lifted, the 
company began to offer games through its interactive facility alongside the Sky Vegas 
Live channel, which showed betting opportunities such as Virtual Horse and Greyhound 
races. Both the online casino and the television channel re-branded as Sky Vegas in 
January 2008, with the television channel later being renamed the Sky Bet channel in 


sly casino 


Sky Casino logo used since February 2018. 


Sky Casino[edit] 


Sky Casino is the company's premium online casino site, with a focus on live table 


E poker 


Sky Poker logo used since February 2018. 


Sky Poker[edit] 


Sky Poker is the company's online poker division, which allows users to play poker on 
their website using a browser, or via their downloadable client. Sky Poker also has a 
mobile app since May 2014, enabling users to play poker on the go. 


The company uses the slogan 'Up Your Game,' which tries to encourage players to 
increase their poker skills and knowledge through providing them with strategy articles 
and videos, alongside regular content from their Ambassador Neil Channing. Since 2007 
Sky Poker had its own TV channel which broadcast live coverage of hands that had been 
played at the Sky Poker tables. A presenter would talk through the show with a poker 
analyst present, who would give feedback and tips to help players improve their skills. 
The Sky Poker TV channel ceased activity in March 2015, due to Sky Betting & Gaming 
becoming an independent company from Sky. Sky Poker TV remained broadcasting a 
live show every Tuesday on Sky Sports, but concluded in 2017 after Sky's rebrand of the 
channels. 


In 2014, Sky Poker announced that poker professional Neil Channing would be their new 
brand Ambassador. Neil will support Sky Poker by appearing on Sky Poker TV, writing 
blogs and strategy articles and appearing at their very popular live event, the UK Poker 
Championships (UKPC) held at Nottingham based casino, Dusk Till Dawn. 


Sky Poker is licensed and regulated by the Alderney Gambling Control Commission 
(AGCC) (GCB). 


Tournaments[edit] 


e Live: Sky Poker is the official sponsor of the UK Poker Championships, in partnership 
with Nottingham-based casino Dusk Till Dawn. The £1,000 buy in event has 
attracted some extremely well known faces within the poker industry including 
November Niner James Akenhead, Barny Boatman and Dave 'Devilfish' Ulliott. The 
UKPC are held bi-annually, with a full ring event in February, and a 6-max version in 
August. In February 2015 Sky Poker managed to successfully meet their biggest live 
guarantee of £1,000,000, with the winner, Fraser Bellamy taking away £200,000. 

e The Super Roller - Sky Poker's biggest weekly tournament held on Sundays. 

e Bounty Hunters - Sky Poker's most popular form of tournament, where players can 
win money by eliminating opponents. 

e The Turbo Open - Tuesday's tournament sees a faster blind structure for fast-paced 
and action-packed poker. 

e The Rebuy Open - Wednesdays are the home of the Rebuy Open, where players 
have the option to re-enter if they lose all of their chips, along with an optional add- 
on. 

e Sky Sports Bounty Hunter - A £33 buy-in tournament, which is also shown on Sky_ 
Sports. The game is action-packed and some of the guests who have featured in the 
studio to cover the tournament include Luke Schwartz, Neil Channing, lan Frazer 
(poker player) and WPT champion McLean Karr. 


Players can also "satellite" into a tournament, which means qualifying through a series 
of smaller tournaments, for a smaller amount of money. Prize pools are subject to 
change. Sky Poker also offers Cash Poker, Sit & Go's and Omaha games. 
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Sky Bingo logo used since February 2018. 


Sky Bingol[edit] 


Sky Bingo is the company's online bingo division. The company uses the slogan 
‘Believe in Better Bingo’, echoing Sky's 'Believe in Better". 


Sky Bingo is licensed and regulated by the Alderney Gambling Control Commission 


(AGCC) (GCB). 
sky [DES] 


Sky Lotto logo used since its launch in June 2019. 


Sky Lotto[edit] 


Sky Lotto is a free-to-play lotto product which allows customers to pick 6 numbers from 
49, placing a bet on the outcome of the draw. 


Oddschecker[edit] 


Oddschecker is an odds comparison website, which compares the odds offered by the 
most popular betting companies that cater to British and Australian customers, 
including Sky Bet. It forms part of the betting content of some other sites, such as 
Bettingzone. The company also offers reviews and comparison of online gambling 
websites through its 'Casinochecker', 'Pokerchecker' and 'Bingochecker' sections. 


Oddschecker was established in 2001 and acquired by Sky in 2007. 


Soccer Saturday Super 6[edit] 


Soccer Saturday Super 6 launched in 2008, is a free-to-enter online prediction game, 
whereby players must correctly predict the score lines of 6 selected matches in order to 
win the weekly jackpot of £250,000." There is a £5,000 consolation prize for the week's 
best performer if the jackpot is not won. Gillette Soccer Saturday presenter Jeff Stelling 
is the face of Soccer Saturday Super 6. 


Sky Sports Fantasy Football[edit] 


Sky Sports Fantasy Football in association with Gilette was improved and 
relaunched in 2011. Players choose and manage their own 'dream team' and score 
points according to the real-life performance of footballers. It is free-to-play and offers 
£100,000 in prizes. Soccer Saturday presenter Jeff Stelling is the face of Sky Sports 
Fantasy Football. 
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Sky Broadband 


sky 


Type Internet service provider 
Industry Internet 

Founded 2006 

Headquarters London, UK 


Area served 


United Kingdom 


Products Internet service 
Parent Sky UK 


Website www.sky.com 


Sky Broadband is broadband service offered by Sky UK in the United Kingdom. With 
the introduction of Sky Fibre, Sky Broadband now refers to ADSL broadband products. 


History[edit] 


In October 2005, Sky UK agreed to purchase the ISP EasyNet for £211 million. At the 
time, EasyNet were one of two companies in the UK that had made major investments 
in local-loop unbundling (LLU), providing Sky with access to 232 unbundled telephone 
exchanges.” The purchased company was placed under a new Sky division, Sky 
Broadband. In October 2007, Sky reached the 1 million mark in terms of customer 
numbers, and claim to be adding one new customer every 40 seconds.£! By September 
2009, it had 2.3 million customers.“ By July 2012 Sky had reached 4 million customers, 
and unbundled exchanges covering over 70% of the United Kingdom." By January 2017, 
Sky said it had 6.1 million customers. 


Sky agreed on 1 March 2013 to buy the fixed telephone line and broadband business 

of Telefónica UK, trading under the 02 and BE brands. The company agreed to pay £180 
million initially, followed by a further £20 million after all customers have been 
transferred to Sky's existing Broadband and telephone business.“ and customers were 
transferred during 2014. 


Networking[edit] 


Sky Broadband provides Sky customers with download speeds of up to 20Mbit/s 
(ADSL2+ from Sky enabled exchanges, by means of LLU) and up to 76Mbit/s from 
exchanges enabled for FTTC® via an Openreach landline. 


In July 2006, Sky also introduced a free broadband and calls package for its digital TV 
subscribers within the Sky Broadband network area. This means anyone on Sky can get 
free broadband (subject to a 2GB/month usage limit) and free evening & weekend 
telephone calls, as long as the line is in a Sky Broadband network area.“ 


For customers whose exchange has not been enabled for the above services, the 
Connect service is available using the BT Wholesale ADSL Max network. 


Sky launched Sky Broadband in the Republic of Ireland in February 2013.22 


Speeds[edit] 


As with all DSL connections, the further the distance from the DSLAM (usually located at 
the telephone exchange) the customer site is, the slower the line speed will be. Sky 
uses DLM (dynamic line management) over the first ten days of a new connection to set 
the line at an acceptable downstream and upstream speed in order for the connection 
to remain stable. Lines are initially connected at 4Mbit/s and gradually increased over 
the ten-day "training period" until the line shows signs of instability, this allows Sky to 
know what speeds the line can handle whilst remaining stable. 


In April 2012, Sky Fibre was launched almost two and a half years after British Telecom 
launched BT Infinity in January 2010.24 


In April 2014 it was announced they are to roll out 1 gigabit fibre-to-the- 
premises connections in the city of York in partnership with rival TalkTalk.” 


Sky Wireless Hub[edit] 


The Sky Wireless Hub is a wireless router distributed to all Sky Broadband customers 
when they order their Sky Broadband packages. 


During 2006, Netgear were the only manufacturer of Sky Broadband routers, which 
were made in white. From 2008, Netgear and Sagem were the manufacturers of the Sky 
Broadband routers, made in black and shaped to match the Sky+ HD box. Both routers 
are also distributed in smaller boxes (The boxes are now the size of the routers) as part 
of Sky UK's low carbon scheme in turn reducing postage costs. The Sagem router unlike 
the Netgear router has added restrictions to features such as the built in 

inbound firewall settings and outbound/inbound VPN connections. However 

a firmware upgrade is available upon request, for users wishing to connect to an 
outbound VPN connection using Sky Broadband, while maintaining restrictions on the 
inbound firewall and inbound VPN connection. 


Towards the end of 2010, D-Link started producing routers for Sky. The D-Link router is 
the DSL-2640S. 


On Demand[edit] 


Sky have created On Demand, which will combine Sky Broadband and Sky+ HD to offer 
a true on-demand service using the Ethernet socket of the Sky+ HD box and the Sky 
Broadband router. Sky Customers will be able to connect their Sky router to their Sky+ 
HD box via an Ethernet cable or Wi-Fi adapter, and stream content directly to 

their television. Unlike other VOD services, On Demand video will count towards a users 
data usage.” 


Controversy[edit] 


On 21 September 2010, the website of ACS:Law was subjected to a DDoS attack as part 
of Operation Payback. After the site came back online a 350MB file was uploaded 
containing spreadsheets listing more than 8,000 Sky broadband customers accused of 
making unauthorized downloads of adult films. This raised issues concerning Sky not 
following Data Protection Act guidelines.24 


Broadband Shield[edit] 


In March 2014 Samuel L. Jackson and the other stars of Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier appeared in advertisements for the 'Sky Broadband Shield' web 
blocking product.2# 
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Sky Active was the brand name for interactive features on Sky Digital and was 
available in the UK and the Republic of Ireland. It enabled a viewer to interact with TV 
content, respond to an advertisement or access internet-based services. 


The service replaced Open.... which helped launch Sky Digital's interactive content, and 
launched many other features that viewers saw such as games, emailing 
and shopping via their TV. 


It could be accessed by pressing the red button on a Sky Digital remote, while watching 
any Sky Digital Channel. Alternatively, there was an entry in the "Interactive" area of 
the EPG. 


The service was shut down on 31 January 2015. 
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e Sky official website 


Sky Go 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 
Not to be confused with Sky On Demand. 


Sky Go 


Sky Go (formerly known as Sky Player, Sky Anytime on PC and Sky By 
Broadband) is an online television service from Sky which launched in January 2006. 
The service allows users to watch live and on demand video content via an internet 
connection. On demand content comprises sports highlights, latest news, movies and 
TV programmes. Content is viewable for a limited amount of time and is protected 

by digital rights management software provided by Microsoft and the NDS Group, and 
therefore cannot be copied to disc or viewed beyond the date carried by its license. The 
service is available at no extra cost to existing Sky TV customers, with accessible 
content depending on the subscriber's Sky package. Non-Sky TV customers can access 
the service by subscribing on a pay-per-view basis. 


Sky Go is viewable on up to two devices, with the ability to increase this to four devices 
with Sky Go Extra for a monthly fee. The now-deprecated Microsoft Silverlight 3.0 
browser plug-in is required to play content on computers. Due to viewing rights, certain 
programmes are not available to watch via Sky Go, and are 'blacked out' from the 
schedule. To have access to the full selection of live TV channels available on Sky Go, 
users will need a subscription to the relevant TV packages that correspond to the 
available channels. 


History[edit] 


Sky Player on Windows Media Center 


On 25 November 2006 Sky announced that Sky By Broadband had been rebranded as 
Sky Anytime on PC. The rebranding also coincided with an update to the client, which 
included a new interface and a pay-per-view service for movies and US television 
shows. On 16 May 2008, Sky Anytime on PC was rebranded as Sky Player, along with 
updated software to include live simulcasts of Sky News and Sky Sports. 


On 29 October 2009, the service expanded on to the Xbox 360. An Xbox Live 

Gold subscription is required, and users need to register via the Sky Go website. 

41 Features include a party system which allows multiple users to watch content at the 
same time, with users represented by their Xbox 360 Avatars in a virtual room. Due to 
the high level of demand, the launch of the service was troublesome and technical 


issues caused the entire Sky Go platform to become unavailable. To rectify this, Sky 
decided to open up Sky Go on Xbox 360 to users incrementally over the following days. 
[2] 


On 19 November 2009, Sky Player was also made available to Windows Media Center- 
equipped Windows 7 computers. 


Users of 3G phones on Vodafone, Orange, and T-Mobile could subscribe to Sky Mobile 
TV. The service consisted of three packages, Sky News, Sport and Factual Pack, Sky 
Entertainment Pack and Sky Music Pack which include a mixture of live and made for 
mobile channels of broadcasters channels. 


On 6 July 2011, Sky Player and Sky Mobile TV services were merged and rebranded as 
Sky Go. Key changes include the ability to watch live channels in line with your Sky TV 
subscription at no additional cost, limited to two simultaneous devices. Support for 
Windows Media Center was dropped, however an app was released 

for Apple's iOS operating system, used on the iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch. A Sky Go 
app for Android devices was released on 20 February 2012. Sky Go for Android does 
not work on rooted phones and was initially only available on a selection of Android 
phones from HTC and Samsung. On 11 December 2012, Sky Go added support for Jelly 
Bean and additional devices, including those from Google, LG and Sony. 


As of 2013, Sky Go is not in development for other platforms such as BlackBerry 
10, Windows Phone 8 or Windows RT, as Sky believes that the market is too small to 
justify the cost of development. Ms 


On 22 January 2013, a download service called Sky Go Extra was added, allowing up to 
four users to download content to their computers, smartphones and tablets to view 
offline for an additional monthly fee. The download feature was previously available for 
free in the Sky Go Desktop client. 


On 1 May 2014, Sky announced the PlayStation 3 and PlayStation 4 will be receiving Sky 
Go by the end of 2014.2 The PlayStation 4 received the service on 3 December 2014, 
through an application named "TV from Sky" “4 and on 29 January 2015 Sky launched 
this application on the PlayStation 3.02 
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Sky Store is a service operated by Sky in the United Kingdom, Ireland, Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland that offers movies and TV shows via video 

streaming or DVD and Blu-ray Disc by mail. It originally launched in 2012 by Sky_ 

UK offering over 1,000 movies pay-per-view to Sky Anytime+ customers, and the "Buy 
& Keep" model launched in 2014. Sky Store is independent from Sky's satellite TV 
service, meaning that a Sky TV subscription is not required. em 


The service offers the latest blockbuster movies, TV shows, as well as classic 

movies“! for renting (starting from 99p) or buying to keep (from £7.99), digitally in HD 
quality and optionally a physical version by post. The Sky Store service comes 
preloaded on Sky Q and Sky+HD boxes, and is also available as a downloadable app on 
PCs, Now TV, Roku, Android, and other devices. 


Sky Store was launched in Germany and Austria in 2017, and Switzerland in 2018.4 
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Sky Text was the digital teletext service operated by British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB) 
in the United Kingdom and Ireland. It was available on Freeview Channel 206 and Sky. 
The text service ceased on 30 October 2013 and skyinteractive.com, skytext.sky.com 
are no longer available to view. 


Sky Text on Freeviewledit] 


In December 2004. Sky Text was made available on Freeview exclusively for Sky 
Channels, 2 years later, On 30 May 2006. Sky Text was launched on Freeview Channel 
108. and its on Multiplex C providing News, Sport, Weather, In January 2011, Sky Text 
moved from Multiplex C to Multiplex D. On 19 September 2012, Sky Text moved from 
108 to 206. On 30 October 2013, Sky Text ceased broadcasting on Freeview Channel 
206. On 3 December 2013. Sky Text was removed from the EPG on channel 206. 


Features[edit] 


e News Page 102 
e Finance Page 114 
e Sport Page 200 
o Sport Letters Page 459 
e Weather Page 151 
e Showbiz Page 170 
e National Lottery results Page 216 
e Holidays Page 301 
e Program TV Page 550 
o Program TV Now and Next Page 554 
e Lifestyle- Program TV- Program on Cinema Page 600 
e Now TV App Page 525 


External links[edit] 


e Sky Text at skyinteractive.com 


e Sky Text Holidays 
e Sky Text screenshots and information 


Sky Vision 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Sky Vision 


Sky | VISION 


Former Subsidiary 

type 

Fate Merged with NBCUniversal Global 
Distribution 


Founded 2012; 7 years ago 


Defunct October 1, 2019 


Headquarte Grant Way, Osterley 


rs 


United Kingdom 


Area Worldwide 
served 


Key people Jane Millichip 
(Managing Director) 


Parent Sky 
Website skyvision.sky.com 


Sky Vision was a production and distribution company founded by Sky in 2012. The 
business had investments in nine production businesses in the UK and US: Love 
Productions, Blast Films!, Sugar Films, True North, Chrysalis Vision and Sky Vision 


Productions in the United Kingdom, and Jupiter Entertainment, Talos Films and Znak & 
Co. in the United States.4 


In addition to its investments, the company also worked with independent producers in 
the UK and US including Asylum Entertainment, Double Nickel Entertainment and 
Peacock Alley Entertainment in North America, and Avanti Media, Bohemia, Chalkboard, 
LittleRock Pictures, Merman Films and Spring Films in the United Kingdom. 


In April 2019, it was announced that Sky Vision would be folded 
into Comcast's NBCUniversal Global Distribution. On October 1st, Sky Vision officially 
merged with NBCUniversal Global Distribution. 
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Sky 3D 


Launched 3 April 2010 (commercial) 
1 October 2010 (residential) 


Closed 9 June 2015 (switched to on demand) 
Owned by Sky plc 


Picture format 1080i (3DTV) 


Language English 
Broadcast United Kingdom, Ireland 
area 


Website www.sky.com/3d 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky On Demand Service 


Sky 3D is a 3D television on-demand service and a former channel on the Sky platform, 
that launched on 3 April 2010 with the Manchester United vs Chelsea football match 
being broadcast to over a thousand pubs in the UK and Ireland in 3D.“ On 1 October 
2010, Sky 3D became available to residential subscribers.21 The channel broadcast a 
mixture of movies, entertainment and sport for 16 hours a day from 09:00 to 

01:00 UTC.“ 


To promote its 3D channel, Sky broadcast a documentary programme titled Flying 
Monsters 3D presented by prominent naturalist and broadcaster David Attenborough on 
Christmas Day 2010. Sky has also agreed deals with Walt Disney Pictures, 20th 
Century Fox, Universal Pictures, Warner Bros., Paramount and DreamWorks to showcase 
all of the studios' new 3D films, including the 3D world premiere of Avatar! Sky also 
filmed a Bollywood dance routine at St Pancras railway station in 3D as partofa 
partnership between Sky Arts and the English National Ballet. Sky is also working 

with Nintendo to provide shortform content from Sky 3D to the Nintendo 3DS. In April 
2011, Sky announced that Kylie Minogue's Aphrodite World Tour would be shown on Sky 
3D in June 2011. 


3D was also available for use by many broadcasters on the Sky platform, including A+E 
Networks, Discovery Communications, ESPN Inc. and MTV Networks to broadcast their 
own 3D programming.@2224 During the 2012 Summer Olympics, Sky 3D provided 
coverage from Eurosport, with the channel made available to all of Sky's HD pack 
subscribers for the duration of the games.“ 


On 24 April 2015, Sky announced that the channel will become solely on demand from 
June 2015.22, The dedicated Sky 3D channel closed on 9 June 2015 but Sky continues to 
provide 3D as part of their On Demand services. As at 15 August 2017 there are around 
50 feature films available in 3D along with a selection of arts and documentary 
programmes. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky+ HD 
e Nintendo 3DS 
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Open.... was the trading name of Open Interactive Limited, which was a subsidiary of 
British Interactive Broadcasting. British Interactive Broadcasting was in turn owned by a 
consortium consisting of companies involving the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation, British Telecom, Matsushita and BSkyB. Launching a few months late in 
August 1999, it only survived until the service was acquired and rebranded by BSkyB in 
October 2001, losing GB£116 million.!! The service was awarded a Design 

Council Millennium Product Award. 


Following disappointing revenues and a shift in marketing at Sky, BSkyB bought out the 
remaining shares of Open in May 2001 and the service was rebranded as "Sky Active". 


Service[edit] 


Open was marketed as the flagship Interactive TV service on the then newly launched 
Sky Digital platform in the UK. Open was originally designed to house all of Sky Digital's 
interactive functions under the one name and in the one place. 


Open had a state of the art fully refurbished head office in Farringdon Street, London 
where its own content was designed and built. The offices also housed their service 
control room and the services proxy servers (for when users digiboxes dialled to 
download and upload data). Transmission took place at the then BT Teleport site in 
North London. 


Services included Shopping, email, gaming, banking and information services like film 
guides or weather. The content was extensive and wide-ranging, however it was a 
"walled garden" as users could not go on the Internet or on traditional web pages. All 


content was specifically designed for use on Open and was not available on any other 
platform. 


During its short life, and despite Open processing 65 000 shopping transactions, it lost 
£116 million. 


Access and availability[edit] 


Access was available to all Sky Digital subscribers and could be accessed at any time by 
pressing the "Interactive" button on customer's Sky Digital remote control. 


Open.... was marketed as being available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year for the 
customer's convenience. However, in reality, the service was unavailable for a number 
of minutes at quieter times (generally around 4 am each morning) when Open....'s 
proxy server software was being updated. This update meant that digiboxes could not 
connect online and left customers unable to make purchases or download weather 
forecasts etc... 


Navigation[edit] 


Users could navigate through Open.... using either the number keys or via the four 
coloured buttons typically on their Sky Digital remote control. Other buttons which were 
used included the "back-up" button to go back a screen or the directional arrows also on 
their Sky Digital remote control. 


All screens regardless of who provided the content, displayed the Open.... navigation 
banner. It was grey and semi-transparent and featured the four coloured buttons. The 
function of each coloured button varied, however the red button was always the "go to" 
menu. It allowed users to bookmark a particular screen, view their browsing history or 
"go back" a screen. 


Structure| edit] 


On entering the Open.... platform, users were presented with the Top Level Menu 
homepage. This consisted of 7 or 8 numbered options (typically: shopping, banking, 
information, email and how to use) and a quarter screen video featuring traditional TV 
advertising (of the features available through Open....). As users navigated through the 
various menus, they could eventually enter Open.... service provider portals such as WH 
Smith shop or Talk21 email. 


Open.... was divided up into five main zones or areas, these included: 
- Shopping - Banking - Information - Gaming - Personal 
Shopping[edit] 


Retailers such as Woolworths or The Gadget Shop were able to provide a small shop 
presence through Open.... featuring their own branding, style and products. Typically 
because of the way Open.... worked, users had to connect and allow their digibox to go 
online normally at a local rate number to download product information and in all cases, 
make a purchase through Open.... 


Iceland were originally the flagship Interactive store but despite extensive advertising - 
never actually launched. 


Banking[edit] 


The three main banks to feature a presence on Open.... were HSBC (then Midland Bank), 
Halifax and The Woolwich. however HSBC were the only bank to actually provide a true 


online banking experience. Halifax and The Woolwich only provided information pages 
on their range of products and services. 


Information| edit] 


Open.... provided various information screens such as news and sports coverage from 
Sky News and Sky Sports, weather forecasts, showbiz (through the "Hello" portal) as 
well as cinema listings and travel guides. Open.... also featured a Going Places travel 
agent outlook, but again this was just for information. No holidays could be purchased 
via Open.... 


Gaming|/ edit] 


Gaming was exceptionally popular with younger Open.... users. Games were generally 
available over the satellite transmission and as such did not require the user to go 
online to download game data (except when submitting high scores). 


Original games included Beehive Bedlam, Fathom, Big Top Drop, Sheep Dip, Marvin 
Mole, King Tutti, Bumble Tumble, and Corporal Cluck. Marvin Mole Level 5 was 
completed blindfolded by Daniel Shah, in over 1000 moves. 


To date, Beehive Bedlam is the only game which is still available through the current 
Sky Games portal. Although viewers don't actually notice a different apart from the Sky 
Games branding; the game has been totally rebuilt from scratch since Open.... first 
launched. 


Personal/ edit] 


Open.... provided (through BT) a Talk 21 email portal. Through the Digiboxes' online 
connection, users could register, send and receive email through the BT Talk 21 service. 


All emails (regardless of encoding) were seen and sent as plain text. Attachments could 
not be read or attached. When the service was first launched, it was expected to use 
the @open-talk.co.uk domain, however as BT were a major shareholder, it was felt 
better to use the BT Talk 21 email brand. 


Another Open.... service was the Open Organiser. It allowed users to create personal 
profiles and store their credit card details for use throughout the whole Open.... 
platform. Rather than have to type in your name, address and credit card number in 
every time you wanted to purchase something through Open...., you could opt to select 
your profile from the Organiser screen and use those stored details. The Organiser 
portal required an online connection at all times in order to work. 


Criticisms[edit] 


Open.... faced many critics and criticisms, some of which are listed below: !t#tionneedea 


1. Open was extremely slow compared with the Internet. When users transitioned 
between zones or service providers - they faced around a 30-second wait for the next 
application to download 


2. Online connections - to send any data to Open...., users were required to allow their 
digiboxes to go online normally at a local or national rate phone number 


3. Users could not watch Sky TV and use Open.... at the same time 


4. Being a "walled garden" service providers had to lease a certain amount of capacity 
on the platform. With this in mind, online shops normally featured an extremely limited 
selection of products. 


5. A number of service providers were heavily advertised such as Iceland (food store) 
and E*Trade bank. However these providers never actually launched a service on the 
platform. 
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The Sky Multichannels logo used in promotions by British Sky Broadcasting 


Sky Multichannels was a package of analogue television channels offered 
by BSkyB on the Astra satellites at 19.2° east.42 from 1 September 1993 to 27 
September 2001, which started off with 15 channels before expanding to over 40. 


History[edit] 


The service started on 1 September 19932! based on the idea from the then chief 
executive officer, Sam Chisholm and Rupert Murdoch, of converting the company 
business strategy to an entirely fee-based concept. The new package included four 
channels formerly available free-to-air, broadcasting on Astra's satellites, as well as 
introducing new channels. The service continued until the closure of BSkyB's analogue 
service on 27 September 2001,“ due to the expansion of the Sky Digital platform after 
its launch three years ago on 1 October 1998. Some of the channels did broadcast 
either in the clear or soft encrypted (whereby a Videocrypt decoder was required to 
decode, but without a subscription card) prior to their addition to the Sky Multichannels 
package. = 


Within two months of the launch, Sky gained 400,000 new subscribers, with the 
majority taking at least one premium channel, which helped BSkyB reach 3.5 million 
households by mid-1994. 


Some channels were not launched on 1 September 1993, but were added later; 
including QVC which launched on 1 October 1993, and VH1 which launched on 1 
October 1994.1 When VH1 Germany launched in 1995, VideoCrypt decoders would 
blank out the channel to UK viewers and prevent them from watching the German 
channel free. Nick at Nite, although part of the original Multichannels plan, did not 
launch." Sky Soap and Sky Travel also launched on 3 October 1994 as part of the 
package.™2l The launch of Astra 1D allowed Sky to expand the multichannels package 
further, including the launch of Sky's pay-per-view Box Office channels in January 
1997. 


Sky News and CNBC Europe” were also part of the Sky Multichannels package but 
remained free-to-air. QVC however, which launched as part of the Multichannels 
package, switched to free-to-view broadcasting in 1995.23 


Channels which joined the Sky Multichannels package were paid a fee of 15 pence per 
subscriber per month. A European Multichannels package run by BSkyB also using the 
VideoCrypt encryption system" was planned to be launched soon afterwards,“4 but did 
not come to fruition. A European package of channels 

called MultiChoice Kaleidoscope launched on 1 November 1993 using VideoCrypt 2 
encryption. The Multichoice service was run by South African based Network Holdings, 
separate from BSkyB. The Multichoice service initially included Filmnet and The Adult 
Channel as premium channels and The Children's Channel (in Benelux only), Discovery, 
MTV, CMT Europe and QVC as basic channels, 2222201 


Promotion[edit] 


British Sky Broadcasting ran television advertisements prior to the new service 
launching. However, in 1993, the Independent Television Commission ruled against 
BSkyB after ten complaints regarding a number of false claims involving some of the 
channels which were due to be part of the package?! as well as further complaints 
about the adverts failing to show that a one-year contract needed to be taken out for 
any special introductory offer.22 


In conjunction with the launch of the Multichannels package, all Sky networks adopted a 
cohesive graphical and music appearance. Idents for all networks featured the Sky 
logo's newly-added "ring" forming out of swirling energy streaks while the text formed 
out of glass copies. The graphics were produced by American graphical firm Novocom, 
the look for Sky News resembling their earlier work for the CBS Evening News from 
1991. A new music package from American composer Frank Gari (whose music had 
been used by Sky since 1989), dubbed the Sky Symphony, was also used, with differing 
arrangements per channel (Sky News utilized a variant with the signature of Gari's pre- 
existing "Great News" package, which had been used since launch and received a slight 
update with the new look). The full package was used in promotional spots for what was 
termed "the brand-new Sky" and during periods where Sky channels were off the air. 


To promote the Sky Multichannels package on the Astra satellites, a selection of 
channels was placed on Sky's preview channel on transponder 47 of Astra 1C in the 
clear.2 The preview channel comprised promotional material in the centre of the screen 
and 12 channels around the edge,” including some English channels which were not 
part of the package. The channel was replaced by Sky Sports 2 on 19 August 1994, 21251 


During sports programming on Sky One, prior to the launch of Sky Sports 2, channels 
which were part of the Sky Multichannels package were made available free-to-view, to 
allow sports subscribers who did not take up the Multichannels package to watch sports 
coverage, but it was also used to promote the package to viewers who had not signed 
up to the Multichannels package. 


Satellites[edit] 


Sky Multichannels utilized space on the Astra 1A, Astra 1B, Astra 1C and Astra 
1D satellites. 


1993 channel list[edit] 


The original subscription charge was £6.99 a month at launch, although those who 
signed up before 1 September 1993 could get the channels for the discounted price of 
£3.99 a month until the start of 1994. 


Additional packages including the multiple channels alongside one or more of Sky's 
premium channels were available from £11.99 to £19.99. 


The channels were encrypted using NDS Group's VideoCrypt system, and required a 
monthly subscription payment, VideoCrypt decoder and valid viewing card to receive 
the channels. 
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1995 channel list[edit] 
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In 1995 the number of Sky customers exceeded 5 million.2% Sky Sports 2, Sky Soap, and 
Sky Travel which launched on 3 October 1994, joined the package.& 


The launch of Astra 1D allowed Sky to expand the multichannels package further, with 
Sci Fi Channel, History Channel, and Paramount Channel, by November 1995. QVC 
however, which launched as part of the Multichannels package, switched to free-to-view 
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e Channel 11 notes: up until October 1995 

e 0000-0600 - Daily Chinese news and entertainment (PAL/Clear) 

e 0800-1200 - Weekdays Sky Soap (PAL/VideoCrypt/Multi channel) 

e 1200-0000 - Mon to Thu and 1200-1800 Fri: Sky Travel (PAL/VideoCrypt/Multi 
channel) 

e 1800-0000 - Fri,and 0800-0000 Sat, Sun Sky Sports 2 (PAL/VideoCrypt/Sports 
subscription) 


1996 channel list[edit] 


In 1996, Sky reached 6 million subscribers. Launch of a further six channels including 
Sky Sports 3 and extended its Premier league rights2” 


Further details can be seen 

here: https://web.archive.org/web/19961114121936/http://www.satcodx.com/astra.html 
and https://web.archive.org/web/20110524023135/http://reocities.com/Heartland/ 
4407/uksw.htm 
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During 1997: Same as above but: 


e National Geographic Channel launches on 1 September, replacing Sky Two, time 
sharing with Fox Kids. 

e UKTV network launches on 1 November, adding three new channels - UK 
Horizons, UK Style and UK Arena - which share a single channel. 

e Christian Channel Europe (04-11), Sky Soap, (11 -16) History Channel (16-20) and 
Sci-Fi Channel (20-04) moved to a new channel to allow Sky Sports 2 and Sky_ 
Travel to broadcast longer. 

e EBN - European Business News (06-12), Trouble (12-20), Bravo (20-06) 

e Pay-per-view movies launch on Sky Box Office on 1 December 1997. 


e https://web.archive.org/web/20130618202239/http:// 
www.selkirkshire.demon.co.uk/analoguesat/historiclists/Sky97.html 


The Subscription Costs, July 1997 


e Basic package with the Sky Multichannels Package - £11.99 / month 

e Sky Multichannels + Sky Movies/The Movie Channel - £17.99 / month 

e Sky Multichannels + Sky Sports 1 (SS2 and SS3 are bonus channels in this package)- 
£17.99 / month 

e Sky Multichannels + 2 Premium Channels + 2 bonus channels - £23.99 / month 

e Total package including Sky Multichannels + 3 Premium Channels + 4 bonus 
channels - £26.99 / month 


Closure[edit] 


Due to the growth of digital television and the Sky Digital platform, alongside greater 
choice of channels and the removal of channels having to timeshare due to bandwidth 
constraints, BSkyB soon announced that its analogue service would cease transmittion 
for good with all channels in the Multichannels package closing down by 2001.22 BSkyB 
started to cease analogue with TV Travel Shop becoming exclusive to digital in late 
1999. It then continued into February 2000 with many of the channels on Astra 

1D being discontinued. In May 2001, it was announced that due to the possibility of lost 
revenue from the existing 242,000 analogue subscribers, the closure of the remaining 
analogue would be delayed until September 2001 from its original plan of June.22 

841 BSkyB closed down the last remaining channel in the Multichannels package, Sky One 
on September 27, 2001.4 
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Living TV Group 


LIVING 
TVGROUP 


Type Broadcast television 


Country United Kingdom 


Availabilit National; also available in Ireland, 


y selected other countries 


Founded 1990 


Market 2.5% 
share 
Owner British Sky Broadcasting 


Dissolved 2011 


Former Flextech (1990-2007) 


names es : sae 
Virgin Media Television (2007-10) 


Living TV Group was a British television consortium originally called Flextech before 
becoming a subsidiary of British Sky Broadcasting, with Sky Witness and Challenge still 
broadcasting. 


Living TV Group had a number of wholly owned channels, available in the United 
Kingdom on Digital terrestrial television, Satellite television and Cable television 
platforms and in the Republic of Ireland on Satellite and Cable Television. Living TV 
Group's advertising for all of its channels was handled by former sister company 
Interactive Digital Sales (IDS) until 1 January 2011," when Sky Media took over. 


History[edit] 
Flextech (1990-2000)[edit] 


Flextech, was formerly an oil services group, previously being floated as an energy 
investment company back in 1983. It was not until the arrival of chief executive Roger 
Luard in 1986 that its focus began to change and becoming a TV programme provider. 
Its first media acquisition was in 1990 with a 20% stake in programme 
producer/distributor HIT Communications, by October 1990 acquired a stake in The 
Children's Channel, when it brought 25% holding in Starstream Ltd, from BT, who no 
longer need to make sure quality programming was being broadcast on the Cable 
network. By 1992, Flextech was a media-only group, having built up stakes in local 
cable operators selling off its non-core asset. 21 


During the summer of 1993, Flextech entered in an agreement with International Family 
Entertainment (IFE), to hold 39% stake in The Family Channel and to build upon its 
Television portfolio. Roger Luard, chief executive officer said, "We are delighted to be 
involved with one of the United States' leading and most successful basic cable 
networks, and we look forward to co-operating with IFE in opportunities for expansion 
into Europe and beyond. The channel was announced as a Premier family entertainment 
network in the United Kingdom. Maidstone Studios, become the station operation base, 
which also benefited Flextech, as the facility operated the channels' uplink, playout and 
management operations. In the autumn talks, they were held with Tele- 
Communications Inc. (TCI- the Denver-based US cable TV giant). Under the original 
terms of the proposed deal, Flextech would have acquire TCl's European programming 
business in exchange for shares.“ By January 1994, the deal was complete with 

TCI which allowed TCI to acquire 60.4% of Flextech, while Flextech acquired 100% of 
Bravo, 25% of UK Gold, 31% of UK Living, and 25% of The Children's Channel which 
increased its share in that channel.™ 


In February 1994, Flextech shareholders approved a deal in which Flextech absorbs the 
European programming interests of United Artists European Holdings. In return, UAEH's 
US parent, TeleCommunications Inc (TCI), received 60 per cent of the enlarged Flextech. 
ua Within days of the deal, Flextech brought a 20% stake in HTV for £27million.“4 Chris 
Rowlands, HTV's chief executive, said "The deal was a tremendous opportunity for both 
companies. We will make programmes for Flextech and provide services for them which 
at the moment they have to buy in".22 Within a year, the stake was transferred 

to Scottish Television!" as part of its deal to acquire a 20% stake in Scottish Television. 
As part of the deal, Flextech agreed to license the rights to over 125 hours of the drama 
and documentary output from STV's library which entered into a production output 
agreement to commission television programmes from STV with a minimum total value 
of 6.0 million pounds over three years. “441 


In 1995, the company raised £92M after two new American companies invested in the 
company, "US west" 9% and Hallmark 10%, the addition funds allowed buying the 
remaining share in The Children's Channel, to gain full control of the channel." 


Talks were held with BSkyB in the spring of 1996, over a potential merger of the two 
companies' pay-TV channels, with the aimed of a wholesale consolidation of the 
subscription market, which would have save costs and created a dominant supplier of 
programmes in the UK subscription market and Europe.” The deal come to nothing, but 
two years later, both companies agreed to allow Flextech's television channels to be 
broadcast on sky new digital platform. Flextech started to strengthen its portfolio 
when it acquired full control over The Family Channel and Maidstone Studios. A new 
independent sales house was created to managed air time of over 14 channels. In 1993, 
Flextech gain its first stake in UK Gold after acquiring Tele-Communications' (TCI) TV 
interest in Europe.™ In 1996, it started discussions about increasing its stake to gain full 
control. At that point, Flextech held 27% with Cox (38%), BBC (20%) and Pearson (15%). 
ua By the Autumn, Flextech acquired Cox and Pearson stake thus give Flextech an 80% 
stake in UK Gold. Bs 


During 1996, talks began between Flextech and the BBC about a partnership!9 to 
launch a new range of entertainment channels which had access to the BBC's entire 
programme library. The deal was signed in March 1997 when the BBC and Flextech 
unveiled their new venture, which included BBC Showcase, an entertainment 

channel; BBC Horizon, documentaries; BBC Style, lifestyle; BBC Learning, for schools, 
and BBC Arena, for the arts, plus three other channels including BBC Sport, BBC Catch- 
Up, for repeats of popular programmes within days of their original transmission, and a 


TV version of Radio 1. Initially, it was assumed that the new channels would be BBC- 
branded but Flextech wanted the channels to have advertisements. The BBC argued 
that BBC-branded services in the UK should not carry advertising, and thought that this 
would undermine the rationale of the license fee in the UK. A compromise was reached 
when the BBC launched BBC Showcase and BBC Learning (later renamed BBC Choice 
and BBC Knowledge shortly before launch) on its own, with the remainder of the deal 
passing to BBC Worldwide, 2122 


Eventually the concept of the BBC/Flextech channels led the launch of UKTV in 
September 1997, with BBC Horizon becoming UK Horizons, BBC Style becoming UK_ 
Style and BBC Arena becoming UK Arena. Also the concept of a television version 

of BBC Radio 1 was reused for the UK Play channel, which launched on October 1998, 
but became defunct in September 2002 and the concept of BBC Catch-Up was later 
reused for the channel Watch, which was launched on October 2008. The concept of a 
dedicated BBC Sport channel never materialised, however, it has been reused 

when BBC Parliament was temporarily replaced by a dedicated BBC Sport channel in 
the 2008 Summer Olympics and the 2012 Summer Olympics, plus a range of dedicated 
BBC Sport channels was launched specifically for the 2012 Summer Olympics, plus 
there is a BBC Sport interactive channel that is available on Freeview channel 301 as a 
part of the BBC Red Button service. 


Flextech agreed to acquire Minotaur International for around $6.5 million in 

199923! Minotaur International was responsible for international sales of most 
programmes commissioned by the network. In 2007, Target Entertainment 

Group acquired Minotaur International and formed strategic alliances with Virgin Media 
Television to act as their preferred distribution partner in 2007.24 


In 1998, chief executive Roger Luard died,” and Adam Singer becoming chief 
executive. In early December 1999, talks were convened about a merger 

between Telewest and Flextech,f26221 By 17 December 1999, the merger was agreed 
upon which created a £10.5bn media giant with Telewest shareholders owning 80% of 
the new group and Flextech shareholders owned 20%£8 The two companies fully 
merged on 19 April 2000. 


Telewest/NTL/Virgin (2000-09)[edit] 


Flextech continued to expand under Telewest ownership with UKTV continuing to 
expand its network of channels with the BBC, plus a new venture which saw a shopping 
channel come into operation in Autumn 2000. In 2003, Flextech restructured its 
marketing department with creative solutions put together by central in-house 
marketers who worked agencies including Banc and Karmarama. The new marketing 
strategy was also used as a forerunner for the company's newest channel Ftn which 
launched in January 2003 on the Freeview platform. This was followed by Living TV 
receiving a new on-screen look and additional channel Living 2 which specialised in 
reality and entertainment television.8% During the Spring of 2004, United Business 
Media and RTL, which both held shares in Five, held talks with Flextech about merging 
the advertising sales teams of Five and Flextech's channels together, but came to 
nothing.24 


In 2005, Telewest, in preparation for its long-awaited merger with NTL, put Flextech up 
for sale as the companies agreed "a content provider" had no place within the merged 
operation. A lot of interest was generated by the sale which included RTL, Hallmark 
Channel, ITV, Time Warner and Viacom. It became clear the BBC had the right to veto 
any change in ownership of Flextech's stake in the UKTV joint venture, which led to 
further speculation that Flextech's assets may have ended up being split. NTL also 


complicated matters by stating it would be reluctant to see any of Flextech's channels 
in the hands of terrestrial broadcasters such as ITV or Five. The underlying fear is that a 
terrestrial broadcaster could use Flextech to bolster the digital terrestrial platform and 
its appeal to viewers. Commercial terrestrial players have found that the popularity of 
Freeview has worked to their advantage, as viewers have fewer channels to choose 
from than on pay-TV platforms.#2! 


By September, nearly all the bidders had pulled out except for BSkyB,£3 but later pulled 
out of the deal over number of fears including the Competition Commission 
investigating the sale. Media analysis at the time did not believe the sale was genuine, 
although five other bidders including RTL and ITV did mark an interest. Simon Duffy, 
NTL's chief executive, stated "Flextech remains a key focus".2@ Shortly afterwards 
Flextech appointed Jonathan Webb to replace Lisa Opie as managing director; Jonathan 
Webb was responsible for moving Challenge away from its staple of game shows and 
axing Bravo's "laddism" strategy.&4 


In November 2006, NTL:Telewest began rebranding itself as Virgin Media. The group 
acquired Virgin Mobile in July, but went further by licensing the "Virgin" name, as they 
believed "Virgin Media would shake up the market by bringing the Virgin traditions of 
value-for-money, brilliant customer service and innovation to the world of entertainment 
and communications". As part of the rebrand, Flextech was also renamed as Richard 
Branson was keen to move into branded content and insisted that the Flextech business 
was retained as a condition of NTL buying Virgin Mobile and licensing the name.24 On 8 
February 2007, Flextech was renamed Virgin Media Television as part of a larger re- 
branding exercise covering the whole of NTL:Telewest, Virgin Mobile and Virgin.net. “2 


Sale to BSkyB (2009-11)[edit] 


On 7 April 2009, Virgin Media formally began the sale of its content operation, issuing a 
sales memorandum for its Virgin Media Television unit and its ad sales division, IDS. It 
excluded its 50% stake in UKTV from the sale.“ Virgin Media sold its stake in UKTV, by 
then a portfolio of 10 pay-TV channels 

including Gold, Dave, Home, Watch, Yesterday and Good Food, in August 2011 to US- 
owned broadcaster Scripps Networks for £339 million (about $504 million). Scripps was 
negotiating a deal to give BBC Worldwide the option of increasing its stake to a 
maximum of 60%, by using a combination of cash and an unspecified "package of 
digital rights" for UKTV. "The new agreement we are developing will bring benefits to 
UKTV's audiences in the way they can consume content and will help to sustain UKTV's 
track record of growth," said BBC Worldwide chief executive John Smith. 


On 4 June 2010, British Sky Broadcasting and Virgin Media announced that they had 
reached an agreement for the acquisition by Sky of Virgin Media Television.“ The 
companies had, in parallel, agreed to enter into a number of agreements providing for 
the carriage of certain Sky standard and high-definition (HD) channels. Sky acquired 
VMtv for a total consideration of up to £160 million in cash, with £105 million paid on 
completion and the remainder paid following the regulatory process. The acquisition 
expanded Sky's portfolio of basic pay TV channels and eliminated the carriage fees it 
previously paid for distributing VMtv channels on its TV services. New carriage 
agreements secured wholesale distribution of Sky's basic channel line-up, including 
Sky1 and Sky Arts, and the VMtv channels, on Virgin Media's cable TV service. For an 
incremental wholesale fee, Virgin Media, for the first time, had the option of carrying 
any of Sky's basic HD channels, Sky Sports HD 1 and Sky Sports HD 2, and all Sky 
Movies HD channels. Virgin Media will make available through its on-demand TV service 
a range of content from Sky's basic and premium channels, including the VMtv 


channels. Virgin Media also gained access to red button interactive sports coverage and 
the opportunity to deliver selected standard definition programming over the internet. 
Sky would assume responsibility for selling advertising for the newly acquired VMtv 
channels from January 2011. Completion of the agreements was conditional on 
obtaining merger control clearance in the Republic of Ireland. 


Virgin1 was also a part of the deal, but was rebranded as Channel One on 3 September 
2010, as the Virgin name was not licensed to Sky. Virgin Media's stake in UKTV was 
not included in the deal. 


On 29 June 2010, The Competition Authority in Ireland cleared the proposed transaction. 
471 The parties proceeded after the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Innovation did not 
direct the Authority to carry out a full investigation within 10 days of the date of the 
Authority's decision. 


On 13 July 2010, British Sky Broadcasting and Virgin Media announced that Sky has 
completed the acquisition of Virgin Media Television (VMtv) following regulatory 
approval in the Republic of Ireland.4# VMtv was then renamed the Living TV Group. In 
completing the acquisition, Sky paid Virgin Media an initial £105 million. Up to an 
additional £55 million would be paid on UK regulatory clearance. 


On 20 July 2010, The Office of Fair Trading announced that they would review BSkyB's 
acquisition of the Virgin Media Television business to judge whether it posed any 
competition concerns in the UK.# The OFT planned to investigate the deal to see 
whether it could constitute a qualifying merger under the Enterprise Act 2002. The 
watchdog invited interested parties from the industry to comment on the sale, including 
its potential impact on the pay-TV market. On 14 September 2010, The OFT decided not 
to refer BSkyB's takeover of Virgin Media's TV channels to the Competition Commission. 
[50] 


Following the sale, BSkyB chose to integrate the Living TV Group into its own 
operations. This resulted in the closure of Bravo, Bravo 2, Challenge Jackpot on 1 
January 2011 and Channel One on 1 February 2011. On 1 February 2011, Living, Livingit 
and Living Loves were rebranded as Sky Living, Sky Livingit and Sky Living Loves, while 
Challenge was added to Freeview, with the channels receiving a 25% boost to their 
programming budget. Fifty-two of the Living TV Group's 110 employees were made 
redundant as part of the process, including managing director - Johnny Webb, director 
of television - Claudia Rosencrantz and director of programmes for Channel One, Bravo 
and Challenge - Daniela Neumann. The integration process was completed at the end 
of January 2011.53 


Living TV Group channels[edit] 


Living TV Group directly operated a number of linear television channels. Most of the 
channels were formed in the Flextech years. Additionally, Living TV Group operated a 
high-definition channel and a number of time-shifted channels. All channels were 
available on satellite and cable television services. Channel One, was also available 
on Freeview. 


Current channels[edit] 


Challenge| edit] 
Main article: Challenge (TV channel!) 


Challenge and Challenge +1, launched as The Family Channel on 1 September 1993 
as a family orientated channel but relaunched as Challenge TV on 3 February 1997. The 


channel relies heavily on game shows taken from a variety of sources, although most 
are repeats of programmes acquired from the terrestrial channels' archives. 


Sky Witness[edit] 
Main article: Sky Witness (TV channel) 


Sky Witness and Sky Witness +1, formerly affiliated with UK Gold as UK Living and 
then known as LIVINGtv. It is the main channel from Living TV Group and usually has the 
highest ratings, recently better than that of Sky One which strengthened its bid to 
become "the 6th channel". It originally launched on 1 September 1993 as UK Living, but 
the channel later changed its name to Living in 1997, to disassociate itself from the 
UKTV network that launched that year. On 1 February 2011, Living was rebranded as 
Sky Living. In a bid to appeal to a more male audience, the pink colour scheme was 
dropped and new types of programming came to the channel, but at the same time not 
losing its female audience. Shows include the likes of the CS/, Close to 

Home and Boston Legal, the channel is now broadening its audience reach to other 

key demographics such as men aged 18-45. 


On 6 August 2018, Sky Living was rebranded as Sky Witness, bringing an end to the 
Living brand after 25 years. 


Defunct channels[edit] 


As Flextech, Living TV Group used to be interested in different markets from its current 
demographics which focus on an older age group. But in an attempt to streamline the 
business that was at the time suffering from falling ratings across these channels, they 
were made defunct. Due to the sale of Living TV Group to Sky, some channels were 
disposed of. 


Bravo[edit] 
Main article: Bravo (UK TV channel) 


Bravo was launched in 1985. The channel also had a one-hour timeshift named Bravo 
+1. The channel mainly broadcast a multitude of exclusive crime documentaries and 
factual entertainment both from a variety of archive programming, such as Knight 
Rider and MacGyver, and original productions.™! Its target audience is currently men in 
their late 20s to early 40s. On 28 August 2005, the channel started showing Serie 

A Italian football, bringing back the Channel 4 format Football Italia. The channel closed 
on 1 January 2011. 


Bravo 2[edit] 
Main article: Bravo 2 


Bravo 2, formerly called Player, launched on 2 March 2006. It originally replaced the 
Player late night slot on Challenge. On 28 September 2006, Player relaunched as Bravo 
2 and became a sister channel of Bravo. The channel's content consists of gambling and 
sports programmes. The ident for Player was the same as that of the original slot. 
Recently, as Player, Bravo 2 added exclusive coverage of the FIA GT Championship to 
its portfolio of sports events. The channel also carried a limited amount of Serie 

A matches under the production of Bravo. The channel closed on 1 January 2011. 


Challenge Jackpot[edit] 
Main article: Challenge Jackpot 


Challenge Jackpot launched on 1 July 2008 as a 24-hour interactive gaming channel, 
run in collaboration with Two Way Media. It was available on Virgin Media cable 


& Sky but was also available on Freeview via Virgin 1 and Bravo 2 simulcasts overnight. 
On cable, an interactive application developed by Two Way Media that enables viewers 
to play along with live programming on the channel; alternatively, viewers may 
participate on the channel's website.“ Challenge Jackpot was not available in Northern 
Ireland due to "regulatory and legal restrictions". Games were overseen by Ofcom and, 
because Two Way's gaming division was based there, the Alderney Gambling Control 
Commission. The channel closed on 1 January 2011. 


Channel One[ edit] 
Main article: Channel One (UK TV channel) 


Channel One, a general entertainment channel from Living TV Group, launched on 1 
October 2007 as Virginl and replaced Ftn on all platforms. Channel One +1 is also 
available on Virgin and Sky. Some media sources have claimed that the channel was 
intended to be Virgin Media's attempt to create a rival to Sky1 with the advantage of 
having a wider reach of viewers. The channel closed on 1 February 2011. 


European Business News| edit] 


European Business News was a business news channel which broadcast throughout 
Europe in partnership with Dow Jones.© It broadcast between 06:00 and 12:00 on 
satellite, timesharing with Bravo, and 24 hours a day on cable. On 9 December 1998, 
the channel announced that it would be merging with the CNBC Europe news channel. 
The merger took place in February 1998, upon which the channel then became known 
officially as "CNBC Europe - A Service of NBC and Dow Jones". Flextech left all of its 
interests in the channel and then decided to focus on entertainment rather than news. 
Since the merger, CNBC Europe has leaned generally on the US CNBC on-air graphical 
look. 


Ftn[edit] 
Main article: Ftn (TV channel) 


Ftn (or Flextech Television Network) was the only wholly owned channel, it was closed 
down by the new VMT. The channel rebranded as Virginl on 1 October 2007. 


Real Lives[edit] 
Main article: Real Lives (TV channel) 


Real Lives and Real Lives +1 was the sister channel of Sky Witness which was 
launched on 13 December 2004 as LivingTV2. The channel mainly showed highlights of 
programming from the main channel, along with extended coverage of its reality 
programmes, such as /'m Famous and Frightened Extra! and Most Haunted Live!. 
However, the channel gained the American reality TV show, The Amazing Race. The 
channel also showed more lifestyle and health-related programming such as, Baby 

ER, Birth Stories, Downsize Me and Wedding SOS. There was also a programming slot 
called Baby Zone, in which programmes related to pregnancy and birth were shown. On 
1 February 2011, Livingit was rebranded as Sky Livingit. On 9 June 2015, Sky Livingit 
was rebranded as Real Lives. The channel closed on 1 October 2019. 


SceneOne| edit] 
Main article: SceneOne 


SceneOne was a general entertainment website and television channel which was 
closed down under Flextech management after disappointing reach and a lack of 
revenue.” The website was set up in February 1999, and following an announcement in 
March 2002, was shut on 4 April 2002.52 The site's coverage spanned cinema, TV, radio, 


music, concerts, theatre, comedy, online, books and videos. The television channel was 
announced in 1999 and launched in June 2000 but was closed in March 2001. 


Setanta Sports Newsl[edit] 
Main article: Setanta Sports News 


Setanta Sports News was a joint venture channel from Virgin Media Television 

and Setanta Sports. Following many delays, the channel launched on 29 November 
2007.2 The channel was seen as Virgin Media's rival to Sky Sports News which was 
removed from their platform on 1 March 2007 as their contract with BSkyB had ended. 
The channel ceased broadcasting on 23 June 2009, the same day that Setanta 

Sports was placed into administration. 


Sky Living Loves| edit] 
Main article: Sky Living Loves 


On 5 July 2010, Living Loves replaced Living +2 on Sky and Virgin Media.‘ Running a 
daily schedule from 15:00 to 02:00, the channel gave viewers the opportunity to 
experience their favourite Living shows again or catch up on ones that they have 
missed. On 1 February 2011, Living Loves was rebranded as Sky Living Loves. On 5 
September 2011, the channel began broadcasting for 24 hours a day. The channel 
closed on 21 February 2012. 


The Children's Channel[edit] 
Main article: The Children's Channel 


The Children's Channel closed down silently on 3 April 1998. The reason for this is 
unknown, but it is known that TV Travel Shop took its place. It was available in Europe 
from the Astra 1A satellite. Despite the channel's closure, the website continued to be 
available as late as 2005, however most of the features that were originally available 
when the channel still broadcast were removed. The website has since become 
inaccessible. 


Trouble[edit] 
Main article: Trouble (TV channel) 


Trouble launched on 3 February 1997. It fully replaced The Children's Channel from 4 
April 1998, prior to the start of Sky Digital. Trouble had a key demographic of young 
adults and teenagers, aged between 15-24. The channel showed a lot of American and 
Australian imports, with only a small margin of programmes being British, although a 
website was launched called Trouble Homegrown that showcased British videos. 


Virgin Central[ edit] 
Main article: Virgin Central 


Virgin Central was a TV channel launched on the Virgin Media platform on 20 February 
2007. It was based on the video-on-demand system. The service was launched on 

the Virgin Media platform on 20 February 2007.™! Viewers pressed the red button on 
their remote controls and were presented with a list of television series, episodes of 
which they could have watched at any time they like during the week. The 
programmes were all free to watch, and did not have any adverts in them. The viewer 
could also have used their remote control to pause, fast forward, rewind and stop the 
programme at any time.“ 


NetPlay TV[edit] 


On 7 April 2009, it was announced that Virgin Media Television had agreed to buy 
options to acquire 9.9 percent of NetPlay TV Plc's shares at a strike price of 18 pence 
per share, 


NetPlay acquired the business assets of Two Way Gaming Ltd, the provider of the 
Challenge Jackpot gaming services, for £2 million in stock. 


NetPlay TV signed production and gaming agreements with Virgin Media Television for 
an initial period until 30 June 2013, and take over production of Challenge Jackpot, 
including its website and television channel. 


On 25 March 2010, NetPlay TV and Virgin Media Television agreed to the termination of 
the option agreement entered into on 7 April 2009 under which VMTV was granted 
options over 14.9m ordinary shares being 9.9 per cent of the share capital then in issue 
at a price of 18p per share (the "Option Agreement"). Under the revised agreement 
NetPlay TV will take control of the current Challenge Jackpot database and terminate 
the Option Agreement in exchange for a fixed cash payment of £1.82m. The current 
database generated £2.9m of gross gaming margin from 12 May 2009 to 31 December 
2009 and was subject to a revenue share agreement. Under the revised terms, all 
revenues arising from this database will be retained by NetPlay TV, with VMTV receiving 
fixed monthly payments that reflect the value of its airtime. 
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Launched 2 December 2002 

Network NBCUniversal International 
Networks 

Owned by NBCUniversal 

Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share UK: 
0.08% 
0.01% (+1) 
(April 2017, BARB) 


Slogan Pop of Culture 
Broadcast area Europe 

Headquarters Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Sister channel(s) 13th Street 


CNBC Europe 
DreamWorks Channel 


Movies 24 


Syfy 
Esquire Network 


Website 


Sky 
(UK) 


Sky 


(Ireland) 


Sky 
(Italy) 


Canal 


(France) 


Cyfrowy Polsat 


(Poland) 


NOVA 


(Greece) 


Digiturk 


(Turkey) 


D-Smart 


(Turkey) 


TotalTV 


(Serbia, Montenegro, 


Golf Channel 
Euronews 


Sky News 


Official Website 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 123 (SD/HD) 
Channel 834 (SD) 


Channel 123 


Channel 348 (HD) 


Channel 129 


Channel 48 


Channel 99 


Channel 210 


Channel 112 


Channel 68 


Channel 107 (HD) 


Channel 17 (Serbia) 


Slovenia, Macedonia) 


NOS Channel 75 
(Portugal) 
Tring Digital Channel 30 
(Albania) 
Telekom TV Channel 144 
(Romania) 

Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 147 
(Ireland) 
Virgin Media Channel 139 (HD) 
(United Kingdom) Channel 140 
Ziggo Channel 126 (HD) 
(Netherlands) 
Magenta Telekom Channel 148 
UPC Romania Channel 54 
naxoo Channel 33 


(Switzerland) 


UPC Polska Channel 124 
Serbia Broadband Channel 311 
Viasat Channel 37 


(Denmark) 


Caiway 
(Netherlands) 


DELTA 


(Netherlands) 


Vodafone Casa TV 


(Portugal) 


A1 Telekom Austria 


eo 


(Portugal) 


BT 


(United Kingdom) 


TalkTalk TV 


(United Kingdom) 


Plusnet 


(United Kingdom) 


eir Vision 


(Ireland) 


T-Mobile 


(Netherlands) 


Tele2 


(Netherlands) 


Channel 133 (HD) 


Channel 353 


Channel 102 


Channel 519 


Channel 102 (SD) 
Channel 101 (HD) 


Channel 321 


Channel 386 (HD) 


Channel 321 


Channel 321 


Channel 151 


Channel 275 (HD) 


Channel 221 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Ziggo GO (Netherlands) ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 


E! is a European pay television channel, operated by E! Entertainment Europe B.V. and 
owned by NBCUniversal. It features entertainment-related programming, reality 
television and Hollywood gossip and news. E! currently has an audience reach of 600 
million homes internationally. 


History[edit] 
Main article: E! $ History 


E! Entertainment Television was founded by Larry Namer and Alan Mruvka in the United 
States fz 


The network launched on 31 July 1987 as Movietime, a service that aired movie 
trailers, entertainment news, event and awards coverage, and interviews as an early 
example of a national barker channel. Three years later, in June 1990, Movietime was 
renamed E! Entertainment Television to emphasise its widening coverage of 

the celebrity-industrial complex, contemporary film, television and music, daily 
Hollywood gossip, and fashion. 


In the Fall of 1999, Zone Vision launched E! Entertainment in Poland, under a licensing 
agreement on the Polish digital platform Wizja TV, with Zone's Studio Company 
providing localized content.“ The channel was shut down by 2002. In 2002 E! launched 
in Europe with its headquarters situated in Amsterdam in the Netherlands. One of the 
first countries E! broadcast in was Germany, where it telecast daily.“!4 In the Summer 
of 2006 E! began localizing in France, Italy and the UK.& 


At the end of 2011 E! launched in HD in Eastern Europe. Followed by The UK and 
Ireland on 8 October 2012,2% Germany on 30 April 2013 and other European countries. 


E! has localised versions of the same channel including the UK, Ireland, Benelux, 
France, Germany, Poland, Italy and Russia. The channels share similar content but with 
localised advertising and dubbing and/or subtitling.» These channels are licensed 

by Ofcom. Alexander von Roon produces the German version. Melinda Cohen and 
Sabrina Alashi host. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programs broadcast by E! 


See also[edit] 


e E!l- The American network. 
e E! (Canadian TV channel) - The Canadian version. 
e E! (Australia) - the Australian version. 
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For a list of other SYFY channels, see Syfy Universal. 


Syfy 
Launched 1 October 1995; 24 years ago 
Owned by NBCUniversal International 
Networks 


(NBCUniversal) 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Astra 2E 
28.2°E 


Astra 2F 


the SDTV feed) 


0.18% 
0.04% (+1) (April 2019, BARB) 


It’s a fan thing 


United Kingdom, Ireland 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Sci Fi Channel (1995-2010) 


CNBC Europe 
E! 
Universal TV 
Movies 24 


Euronews 


Syfy +1 


www.syfy.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 114 (HD) 


Channel 214 (+1) 


Channel 814 (SD) 


11836 H 27500 5/6 
11836 H 27500 5/6 (+1) 


12304 H 27500 2/3 (HD) 


Virgin Media 


Virgin Media 
Ireland 


WightFibre 


TalkTalk TV 


Freewire 


Plusnet 


Sky Go 


Now TV 


Virgin TV 


Anywhere 


Cable 
Channel 137 (HD) 
Channel 138 


Channel 229 (+1) 


Channel 129 (SD) 
Channel 179 (HD) 


Channel 39 


Channel 319 


Channel 152 


Channel 319 (SD) 
Channel 375 (HD) 


Channel 319 (SD) 
Channel 375 (HD) 


Channel 114 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Watch live (UK only) 


Syfy (formerly Sci Fi Channel) is a British pay television channel service specialising 
in science fiction, fantasy and horror shows and movies. It was launched in 1995 as a 
localised variant of the US network Sci Fi Channel (now Syfy), with a similar 
programming line-up. It is owned by NBCUniversal International Networks, a division 
of NBCUniversal.™ 


On 13 April 2010, Sci Fi Channel was relaunched as Syfy, as part of an ongoing global 
rebranding.2 The relaunch was accompanied by the premieres of Vand Human Target. 
The channel was given a new on-air look and a tagline of /magine greater. 


syfy (UK and Ireland) 
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For a list of other SYFY channels, see Syfy Universal. 


Syfy 
Launched 1 October 1995; 24 years ago 
Owned by NBCUniversal International 
Networks 


(NBCUniversal) 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.18% 
0.04% (+1) (April 2019, BARB) 


Slogan It’s a fan thing 


Country United Kingdom, Ireland 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Formerly called Sci Fi Channel (1995-2010) 


Sister channel(s) CNBC Europe 
E! 
Universal TV 
Movies 24 


Euronews 


Timeshift service Syfy +1 


Website www.syfy.co.uk 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 114 (HD) 


Channel 214 (+1) 
Channel 814 (SD) 


Astra 2E 11836 H 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 11836 H 27500 5/6 (+1) 
Astra 2F 12304 H 27500 2/3 (HD) 
28.2°E 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 137 (HD) 
Channel 138 


Channel 229 (+1) 


Virgin Media Channel 129 (SD) 
Ireland Channel 179 (HD) 
WightFibre Channel 39 
IPTV 
TalkTalk TV Channel 319 
Freewire Channel 152 
BT Channel 319 (SD) 
Channel 375 (HD) 
Plusnet Channel 319 (SD) 
Channel 375 (HD) 
Eir Channel 114 
Streaming media 
Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


Syfy (formerly Sci Fi Channel) is a British pay television channel service specialising 
in science fiction, fantasy and horror shows and movies. It was launched in 1995 as a 
localised variant of the US network Sci Fi Channel (now Syfy), with a similar 
programming line-up. It is owned by NBCUniversal International Networks, a division 
of NBCUniversal. 


On 13 April 2010, Sci Fi Channel was relaunched as Syfy, as part of an ongoing global 
rebranding.2 The relaunch was accompanied by the premieres of Vand Human Target. 
The channel was given a new on-air look and a tagline of /magine greater. 


Programming[edit] 


Programming in the channel's early years followed the US channel's model, then 
consisting largely of archive shows such as Lost in Space, The Incredible Hulk, Buck 
Rogers in the 25th Century, and films from the Paramount and MCA vaults. The channel 
was also notable for being one of the first UK television channels to show anime movies 
and television series on a regular basis. These programming choices were 
supplemented by a few 1980s animated series shown in the mornings such 

as Robotech, Bionic Six and G-Force, although they were dropped as the channel's 
lineup became more independent of the original US channel. 


Currently, most archive and anime programming have been phased out of the channel, 
which now concentrates on contemporary show, movies, and other programming. One 
original UK production was the late-night show Headf**k, which featured excerpts from 
unusual TV shows, short films (including Chris Barfoot's 'Phoenix' and 'The Reckoning’) 
and music videos from around the world. Later episodes were presented by David Icke. 


Programmes on the channel throughout more recent times have included UK premieres 
of big name US shows like Heroes, Flash Gordon, Eureka, and more recently Knight 
Rider, Legend of the Seeker and Joss Whedon's Dollhouse. Also shown as of February 
2007 are digitally remastered episodes of Star Trek (not to be confused with the 
remastered series with new CGI); in October the channel secured an exclusive deal 
with CBS to air Star Trek: The Next Generation episodes, remastered from original film 
elements to current HD standards with new HD CGI sequences, and as of November 
2012 have been broadcasting them in (mostly) chronological order, 2412 


Viewership and reach[edit] 


As of April 2008, the channel reached an average of three million UK and Ireland 
households a week, appealing equally to male and female demographics. 


Initially, the channel shared its analogue satellite transponder with no less than five 
other channels, limiting its output to early evenings and late nights with the rest of its 
continuous daytime programming (including cartoons) restricted to cable customers. 
With the launch of Sky Digital in the UK the channel eventually expanded to exclusive 
broadcasting on its own channel and now broadcasts round the clock most days each 
week. 


Most watched programmesf[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched shows on Syfy (previously Sci-Fi), based 
on Live +7 data supplied by BARB up to 10 September 2017. The number of viewers 
does not include viewers from Ireland, repeats or airings on Syfy +1. 


Ran Show Episode pW Di Date 
k Viewers 


19 February 


1 Heroes 1.01 - Genesis 579,000 2007 


2 V 2.09 - Devil in a Blue Dress 549,000 19 May 2011 


3 Heroes 


4 Heroes 

5 Heroes 

6 Heroes 

dI 
Librarians 

8 Heroes 

9 Heroes 


10 Knight Rider 


HD feed[edit] 


119107% 


1.05 - Hiros 


1.03 - One Giant Leap 


1.06 - Better Halves 


1.01 - And the Crown of King 
Arthur 


1.04 - Collison 


1.02 - Don't Look Back 


1.01 - A Knight in Shining 
Armor 


529,000 


523,000 


512,000 


509,000 


503,000 


502,000 


494,000 


490,000 


18 June 2007 


12 March 2007 


26 February 
2007 


19 March 2007 


8 December 
2014 


5 March 2007 


19 February 
2007 


19 May 2009 


A high-definition simulcast channel was launched on the Sky+ HD service as the 31st 


high-definition channel on Sky. A range of high definition movies, including Sci Fi 
Channel original production Ba'al: The Storm God, aired on the channel along with E/i 
Stone, Tin Man and Sanctuary. 


It was added to Virgin Media on 1 April 2010.4 


See also[edit] 


e List of science fiction television programs 


e List of programmes broadcast by SYFY (UK and Ireland) 
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This list represents television programmes that have aired on the Syfy in the United 
Kingdom. 


First-run programming[edit] 


e 12 Monkeys 
e The Librarians 


e The Exorcist 

e Killioys 

e Midnight Texas 

e Dimension 404 

e Stitchers 

e Marvel's Runaways 


Second-run programming[edit] 


e Alphas 
e Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
e Firefly 


e Human Target 


Quantum Leap 

Smallville 

Space Precinct 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 

e Star Trek: The Next Generation 
e Star Trek: Voyager 

e V 


No longer aired[edit] 


3rd Rock from the Sun 
Andromeda 

The Bionic Woman 
Blake's 7 

Century City 


The Day of the Triffids 
Doctor Who 


Eastwick 

Eli Stone 

Farscape 

La Femme Nikita 

Flash Gordon 

Guyver 

Heroes 

The Incredible Hulk 

“Joe 90” 

John Doe 

Knight Rider 

Knightmare 

The Last Train 

Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
The Lost World 

Medium 

Mysterious Ways 
Mystery Science Theater 3000 
Poltergeist: The Legacy 
The Pretender 

Profiler 

Push, Nevada 

Quantum Leap 

Ripley's Believe It or Not! 
Roswell 

SeaQuest DSV 

The Sentinel 

She Spies 

The Six Million Dollar Man 
Sliders 

Star Trek: The Animated Series 


e Swamp Thing 

e Tales of the Unexpected 
e Thunderbirds 

e A Town Called Eureka 

e Tru Calling 

e The Twilight Zone 


See also[edit] 


e List of Syfy programs 


External links[edit] 
e Syfy UK: Shows 
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Universal TV 


UNIVERSAL 
SS 


Launched 18 October 1999 


Owned by NBCUniversal International 


Networks (NBCUniversal) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience 0.30% 


share 


Country 


Broadcast area 
Formerly 


called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Sky (UK) 


Astra 2F 
28.2°E 


Astra 2E 
28.2°E 


0.07% (+1) (November 2017, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


United Kingdom, Ireland 


Hallmark Entertainment Network 
Hallmark Channel (until 18 October 
2010) 

Universal Channel (until 3 May 2018) 
CNBC Europe 

E! 

Movies 24 

Syfy 


Universal TV +1 


www.universaltv.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 113 (SD/HD) 
Channel 155 (+1) 
Channel 228 (SD) 


11306 H 27500 5/6 
11306 H 27500 5/6 (+1) 
12304 H 27500 2/3 (HD) 


11836 H 27500 5/6 
11836 H 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Channel 121 (HD) 
Media (UK) Channel 122 
Channel 206 (+1) 


Virgin Channel 123 
Media (Ireland) Channel 173 (HD) 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 320 


BT Channel 320 
Channel 385 (HD) 


Plusnet Channel 320 


eir Vision Channel 113 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


Universal TV is a British and Irish pay television channel owned by the NBCUniversal 
International Networks division of NBCUniversal. It is devoted primarily to imported 
drama series, primarily from the United States. 


History[edit] 


The channel was previously owned by the privately backed Sparrowhawk Media Group, 
until late 2007 when the company was bought by NBC Universal. It was previously 
known as the Hallmark Entertainment Network and the Hallmark Channel. 


Coinciding with the launch of Hallmark Channel HD, Hallmark Channel 
became 16:9 widescreen capable on 28 June 2010. 


As Universal Channell[edit] 


In June 2009, a memorandum leaked to the television trade 

newspaper Broadcast stated that NBC Universal planned to rebrand the Hallmark 
Channel as a Universal Channel in October 2009. The "Hallmark Channel" brand was 
licensed to NBC Universal from Crown Media (which operates the US Hallmark Channel) 


and was due to expire. An NBC Universal spokesperson denied such a rebrand would 
happen. 


On 2 September 2010, Universal Networks International confirmed plans to rebrand the 
Hallmark Channel as the Universal Channel in the UK. On 18 October, the pay-TV 
channel and its timeshift and high definition variants became the Universal Channel, 
Universal Channel +1 and Universal Channel HD.2 


The Universal Channel gave UK premieres to cop show Rookie Blue and legal 
drama Fairly Legal in early 2011. It also aired Shattered, which stars Callum Keith 
Rennie as a homicide detective suffering from multiple personality disorder. 


On 1 December 2010, Universal Channel launched a specific feed which targets Ireland. 
Universal Channel in Ireland airs localised advertising. The Irish feed does not 
include subtitles.“ TV3 act as the Irish variation's advertising sales agents.“ 


On 31 July 2013, Universal Channel unveiled a refreshed branding and new slogan it 
launched on 5 August, "100% Characters". The brand reflected "that great characters 
are the magnets that draw viewers back to their favourite shows - week after week". = 


As Universal TV[edit] 


On 3 May 2018, NBCUniversal unveiled a new name and branding for its Universal 
Channel chain, Universal TV, launching first on the United Kingdom feed. The 
rebranding was intended to make the network a "destination brand that celebrates 
world-class, high-quality, character-driven content". 


Programming[edit] 
Current programming[edit] 


e Burden of Truth 

e Chicago Med (new episodes now on Sky Witness) 
e Condor 

e Coroner 

e Departure 

e The Murders 


e Private Eyes 
e The Resident 


Former programming[edit] 


e Acceptable Risk 

e Agatha Christie's Poirot (now on ITV3) 
e Bates Motel 

e Bonanza (now on CBS Justice) 

e Conviction 

e Damages 

e The Disappearance 

e The District (now on CBS Justice) 

e Fairly Legal 

e Gilmore Girls (later picked up by E4; now on 5Star and Paramount Network) 
e Gone 


e House (now on Paramount Network) 

e Hogan's Heroes 

e How to Get Away with Murder (new episodes now on Sky Witness) 
e Hustle 

e Intelligence 

e JAG 

e McLeod's Daughters 

e Proven Innocent 

e Rookie Blue 

e The Secret World of Alex Mack 

e Shattered 

e Sleepy Hollow (now on Paramount Network) 

e Spooks 

e Touched by an Ange! (now on CBS Drama) 

e Walker, Texas Ranger (now on CBS Drama and CBS Justice) 


Most watched programmes[edit] 
The following is a list of the ten most watched shows on Universal (previously The 


Hallmark Channel), based on Live +7 data supplied by BARB up to 17 March 2019.4 The 
number of viewers does not include repeats or airings on Universal +1 


Ran 3 Number of 
k Show Episode Viewers Date 
1 1.08 Bridges 645,500 11 March 2019 
4 February 
2 1.03 Scattered 641,000 2019 
Coroner 
28 January 
3 1.02 Bunny 634,600 2019 
1.04 Quick or 11 February 
4 Dead 618,700 5019 
Sleepy 5 16 October 
5 Hollow 1.02 - Blood Moon | 612,000 2013 


6 The 2.04 - About Time | 597,400 6 November 


Resident 2018 


7 1.07 The Suburbs | 580,200 4 March 2019 
Coroner 
1.06 Confetti 25 February 
5 Heart 558,000 2019 
1.03 - Prime 
9 Departure Suspect 5557200 24 July 2019 
The 2.03 - Three 30 October 
Lo Resident Words SOUL 2018 


Sister and subsidiary channels[edit] 
Universal TV HD[edit] 


Universal TV HD, a high-definition simulcast, launched on Sky (as the Hallmark Channel 
HD) on 28 June 2010 at 7pm.8i% Showing US shows like the Law & 
Order titles, CS/ and Without a Trace in high definition.“4 


Universal TV HD was also launched on BT TV on 1 September 2016. 
Hallmark 2[edit] 


In July 2005, there were rumours that Sparrowhawk were going to launch a sister 
channel to the Hallmark Channel, called Hallmark 2.24 This was denied by a 
spokesperson for Hallmark who said that "a second channel from Hallmark will not be 
launching ‘anytime soon'".24 Movies 24 was launched instead. 


Former logos[edit] 


Hallmark Channel logo (1999-2010) 


Universal Channel logo (2010-2013) 


UNIVERSAL 


CHANNEL 


( 


Universal Channel logo (2013-2018) 


See also[edit] 


e Universal Channel 
e Hallmark Channel 
e Hallmark Channel (International 
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Movies 24 


MOVIEZ4 


Launched 26 June 2006 


Owned by NBCUniversal International 


Networks (NBCUniversal) 


Audience 0.05% 
share 0.04% (+) (September 2015, BARB) 


Timeshift Movies 24 + 


service 
Website www.tvmovies24.com 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 325 


(UK & Ireland) Channel 326 (+) 


Cyfra+ Channel 45 

(Poland) 

Dolce Channel 160 

(Romania) 

Astra 2F 11306 H 27500 5/6 

28.2°E 11306 H 27500 5/6 (+) 

Astra 2E 12070 H 27500 5/6 

28.2°E 12070 H 27500 5/6 (+) 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 419 


(UK) Channel 420 (+) 


UPC Channel 108 
Romania 
(Romania) 
| 

IPTV 
BT TV Channel 513 
(UK) 


Movies 24 is a television channel in the United Kingdom owned and operated 
by NBCUniversal. It launched on 26 June 2006 on Sky. During the Christmas period the 
channels are rebranded as Christmas 24 and Christmas 24 +. 


History[edit] 


The channel launched in the United Kingdom on 26 June 2006 on the satellite 
provider Sky. On 16 October 2006, a timeshift channel Movies 24 + was launched. The 
channel was previously a 90-minute timeshift channel called More 24.4! 


In September 2007, Movies 24 + introduced a separate daily schedule from Movies 24, 
showing the same movies but at different times throughout the day.” 


Programming[edit] 


Much of the programming on Movies 24 consists of television films. 


e Be My Valentine 

e The Seven Year Hitch 
e Letter Never Sent 
e Rescuing Madison 
e When Duty Calls 

e Change of Heart 

e Autumn Dreams 

e A Kind of Magic 

e | Think I Do 

e Harvest Moon 

e Double Platinum 
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CNBC Europe 


ND 
CNBC 


Launched 27 February 1995 (European 


Business News); 11 March 1996 
(CNBC Europe) 


Owned by NBCUniversal 
(Comcast) 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 3.1 million (estimated weekly 


reach, full year 2010, EMS”) 


Slogan "First in Business Worldwide" 


(Since 16 October 2006) 


Broadcast area Europe 


Headquarters London, United Kingdom 


Sister channel(s) CNBC 
CNBC Africa 
CNBC Arabiya 
CNBC Asia 
CNBC World 
13th Street 
DreamWorks Channel 


E! 


Euronews 
Africanews 
Movies 24 
Sky News 


Syfy 

Style Network 

Golf Channel 
Website Official Website 

Availability 


Satellite 


Astra 28.2°E 12012 - V - 27500 - 2/3 (HD) 
11479 - V - 22000 - 5/6 (SD) 


Astra 19.2°E 11171 - H - 22000 - 3/4 (HD) 
11597 - V - 22000 - 5/6 (SD) 


Hot Bird 13°E 12360 - H - 29900 - 3/4 (HD) 
10949 - V - 27500 - 3/4 (SD) 


Freesat (UK) Channel 210 


Sky (UK & Ireland) Channel 505 (SD/HD) 


SKY Italia 


Cyfra+ 


TV Vlaanderen 


Digitaal 
MEO 
ZON TVCabo 


OTE TV (Greece) 


Canal 


Digitaal (Netherlan 


ds) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Virgin Media 
Ireland 


UPC Romania 


Kabel 


Deutschland (Germa 


ny) 


Channel 890 (SD) 


Channel 528 


Channel 105 


Channel 62 


Channel 210 


Channel 210 


Channel 711 


Channel 84 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 613 


Channel 204 


Channel 146 (digital) 


Channel 564 (SD) 


Unitymedia (Germa Channel 575 (SD) 


ny) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Channel 507 


ZON TVCabo Channel 210 


Naxoo (Switzerland) Channel 63 


Cablecom (Switzerla Channel 151 (digital CH-D) 


nd) 


WightFibre (UK) Channel 19 


Caiway (Netherlands Channel 209 
) 


TalkTalk TV (UK) Channel 510 


Tiscali (Italy) Channel 518 


MEO (Portugal) Channel 210 


Moja TV (Bosnia and Channel 007 


Herzegovina) 


A1 TV (Austria) Channel 551 (SD) 


T-Mobile (Netherlan Channel 244 


ds) 
Streaming media 
CNBC Plus (US) US$9.95/month or 
US$99.95/year!2 
Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 


GO (Netherlands) 


Screenshot of European Closing Bell, showing the network's presentation style from 1 March 


Na 


CNBC 
EUROPE 


The CNBC Europe logo used prior to September 2008. 


CNBC Europe (referred to on air simply as CNBC) is a business and financial 

news television channel which airs across Europe. The station is based in London, where 
it shares the Adrian Smith-designed# 10 Fleet Place building with organisations 
including Dow Jones & Company. Along with CNBC Asia, the channel is operated by the 
Singapore-headquartered CNBC subsidiary company CNBC International, which is in turn 
wholly owned by NBCUniversal. 


European Business News TV (EBN) with Ed Mitchell, London, in 1996. 


As the most viewed pan-European financial TV channel according to the 2010 EMS 
survey, the broadcaster reaches over 100 million households across the continent. 

w CNBC Europe produces four hours of live programming each weekday and airs reports 
and content for its global sister stations and the outlets of NBC News. 


History[edit] 
1990s[edit] 


CNBC Europe began broadcasts in March 1996, as a wholly owned subsidiary of NBC. On 
9 December 1997, the channel announced that it would merge with the Dow Jones news 
channel in Europe, European Business News (EBN), which had been on air since 1995. 
The merger took place in February 1998, upon which the channel then became known 
officially as "CNBC Europe - A Service of NBC and Dow Jones". 


2000s[edit] 


CNBC Europe has leaned generally on the U.S. CNBC on-air graphical look in the past. 
However, in June 2003, it revamped a number of its programmes, taking many of them 
away from the U.S. formats.“ CNBC Europe re-launched its on-air image in September 
2004, but instead of adapting the U.S. title sequences for programmes, designed all of 
its title sequences itself from scratch (while still using the U.S. music adopted in 
September 2003). 


In July 2005, NBC Universal announced that it would be acquiring the Dow Jones stake in 
CNBC Europe, subject to required regulatory clearances. On 30 December 2005, CNBC 
Europe became a wholly owned subsidiary of NBC Universal. Dow Jones continues to 
provide content to the channel. On 1 January 2006, in line with this, the channel 
dropped the "A Service of NBC Universal and Dow Jones" tagline. 


On 18 September 2006, CNBC Europe debuted a new graphics package, which is similar 
to that used by its U.S. counterpart (first seen in the United States on 19 December 
2005). Like CNBC Asia (which debuted a new graphics package similar to CNBC U.S. and 
Europe on 30 October 2006), it elected to keep the previous theme music (CNBC Asia 
did so until March 2007). In addition, CNBC Europe also elected to keep its September 
2004 opening titles for most programmes. 


The channel adopted a new schedule on 26 March 2007 which included a new pan- 
regional programme, Capital Connection. ® New title sequences were given to Power 
Lunch Europe and Europe Tonight to coincide with changes to the form and content of 
those programmes, but unlike CNBC Asia, no other changes were made to the channel's 
on air look on this date (although Capital Connection uses CNBC Asia's new graphics as 
it is produced by that channel). 


On 7 January 2008, the channel unveiled a revamped studio and new "lower thirds". The 
lower-third style was distinct to CNBC Europe, but adopted some elements of the CNBC 
U.S. style. 


On 29 September 2008 the channel dropped "Europe" from its on-screen name, 
returning to the CNBC brand it had previously used for a spell in the 1990s. This 

positioned the station in-line with its U.S. and Asian counterparts, which are also 

referred to simply as CNBC.£! Some minor on-screen changes were introduced to 
coincide with the rebrand. 


On 1 December 2008 the channel relaunched its flagship programme Squawk Box 
Europe, with a new look not derived from CNBC U.S. at all. At the same time a third line 
was added to the ticker detailing general news stories. 


On 15 December 2008 the channel announced that long running show Power Lunch 
Europe would be removed from the schedule and be replaced, in both Ireland and the 
United Kingdom only, with a 12-week run of Strictly Money, a new programme focussing 
specifically on UK issues. This marks the creation of a new UK/Ireland opt-out for CNBC 


Europe." The new schedule aired from 12 January 2009, with Strictly Money remaining 
in the schedule until its cancellation in March 2011. 


CNBC Europe debuted a new lower thirds, which were completely different from its 
sister U.S. and Asian channels, on 27 July 2009. 


2010s[edit] 


On 22 January 2010, the station ended its encryption on digital satellite television in the 
UK to increase its viewer footprint to an estimated 11 million households.“4 The channel 
was subsequently added to Freesat on 23 February 2010.42 


A significantly revamped studio was unveiled in May 201122 along with a new format for 
various programmes. 


The network was formally merged with CNBC Asia in December 2011 to form a new 
Singapore-based company, CNBC International, to manage the two stations. As a result 
of the merger CNBC Asia managing director Satpal Brainch was appointed to lead the 
new company, with his European counterpart Mick Buckley leaving his post. 


On 31 March 2014, CNBC Europe launched in widescreen (16:9) and changed its lower 
thirds to match the on-air style of its sister CNBC Asia channel, which also launched in 
widescreen on the same day. The new look also saw the removal of the on-screen clock, 
which CNBC Europe had shown during live European and American programming since 
the channel was launched. This new on-air style did not carry over to CNBC US, which 
continued to use the old on-air style. CNBC US would ultimately follow with its own 
launch in 16:9 widescreen on 13 October 2014. An on-screen clock returned on this day 
(13 October) but it was a world clock with the time from various financial capitals shown 
on a rotating basis. CNBC Europe's current on-air style (which is based on the US design 
used since 13 October 2014) was launched 9 March 2015, exactly a month after its 
sister Asia channel. 


On 10 November 2015, CNBC announced cutbacks to its international television 
operation, including the closure of its Paris and Tokyo bureaus, and a two-hour 
reduction in local programming from London (which will be filled with more 
programming from the U.S. feed). The cuts, which will result in the layoff of 15 
employees, comes as part of a wider focus on providing European market coverage via 
digital platforms, such as the CNBC website.“ The programming cutbacks from London 
took effect on 4 January 2016. Only two programmes, Squawk Box Europe and the 
European version of Street Signs (the latter debuted on the same day), are produced 
out of CNBC Europe's Fleet Place studios in London.22 


On 1 February 2019, CNBC Europe launched free-to-air in HD on Astra 28.2°E."4 


Ratings[edit] 


Unlike its American sister station, CNBC Europe does not have its ratings measured on a 
daily basis: the channel resigned its membership of the UK's Broadcasters' Audience 
Research Board in September 2004 in protest at its refusal to incorporate out-of-home 
viewing into its audience figures.” The network instead focuses its viewership measure 
strictly towards the top 20% income bracket, where figures are compiled as part 

of Synovate's European Media and Marketing Survey (EMS). CNBC Europe's monthly 
viewership grew steadily from 1.7 million to 6.7 million in the decade after its 1998 
merger with European Business News, with annual growth coming in at around 10%. In 
the EMS survey covering 2010, the network's monthly reach was reported to be 

6.8 million. 


Programming[edit] 

European Business Day[edit] 

Current programming(edit] 

CNBC Europe produces live business day programming from 7h to 11h CET. The major 
business day programmes, all broadcast from London, on CNBC Europe are: 


e Squawk Box Europe - Geoff Cutmore, Steve Sedgwick & Karen Tso 

e Street Signs - Joumanna Bercetche 

e Decision Time (for live coverage of UK and European Central Bank lender rate 
announcements) - Joumanna Bercetche 


In addition, CNBC Europe produces other business-related programmes. These 
programmes are premiered at 23h CET and repeated at various times over the 
weekend. These are: 


e Access: Middle East 

e The Edge 

e Marketing Media Money 
e The CNBC Conversation 


During the business day, the CNBC Europe Ticker is displayed during both programmes 
and commercials, providing information on share prices from the leading European 
stock exchanges (this means that advertisements on CNBC Europe are formatted 
differently from those on most television channels, taking up only part of the screen). 
When programming from CNBC Asia is shown, that network's ticker is displayed. A stack 
(or bug) providing index and commodity prices was displayed in the bottom right hand 
corner of the screen until December 2005, when it was replaced with a strip across the 
top of the screen (in line with the other CNBC channels). The ticker was decreased in 
size at the same time. The bug was moved back to the bottom right hand corner of the 
screen on 13 October 2014. 


Past programming|edit] 

e Access Africa e European Money Wheel 

e Agenda Europe e Europe Today (replaced by Today's Business Europe on 15 
e Capital Ideas January 2001) 

e European Market * Business Centre Europe (cancelled in late 2001) 


Week e European Market Watch (replaced by Morning Exchange in 
e Investing Edge June 2003) 
e Money & Sport e European Market Wrap (replaced by European Closing Bell in 
June 2003) 


e Frankfurt Closing Bell (replaced by Europe Tonight in 
September 2004) 

e Morning Exchange (replaced by Worldwide Exchange on 19 
December 2005) 

e Today's Business (replaced by Capital Connection on 26 
March 2007) 

e Power Lunch Europe (been on hiatus since the start of 2009) 

e Europe Tonight (cancelled at the end of 2009) 

e Strictly Money (cancelled on 11 March 2011) 

e European Closing Bell (cancelled 18 December 2015) 


CNBC Europe's headquarters in Fleet Place, London. 


Rebroadcasts of CNBC U.S. and CNBC Asia[edit] 


In addition to its own programming, CNBC Europe also broadcasts live almost all of the 
business day programming from CNBC U.S.. Worldwide Exchange, Squawk on the 
Street, Squawk Alley, Fast Money Half Time Report, Power Lunch and Closing Bell are all 
broadcast in their entirety. Squawk Box is also now shown in full right across Europe, 
but prior to March 2011 only the final two hours of the show were available to viewers in 
the UK and Ireland because CNBC Europe broadcast Strictly Money to UK and Irish 
viewers. However, on the day when CNBC Europe broadcasts its coverage of the 
monthly announcements of the UK and European Central Bank lender rates, only the 
first hour of Squawk Box is shown on CNBC Europe. Squawk Alley was originally not 
shown because it clashed with European Closing Bell, until the latter show was 
cancelled on 18 December 2015. Fast Money is occasionally seen on CNBC Europe, such 
as during major events as a way of providing the channel with continued live 
programming. Mad Money has yet to be seen on CNBC Europe. 


CNBC Europe broadcasts the Friday edition of Nightly Business Report although it is 
occasionally shown on other nights of the week, most notably when CNBC Asia is not 
broadcasting live programming. However between November 2016 and March 2017, 
CNBC Europe broadcast the programme each night at 0500 CET to part-fill the one-hour 
gap between the end of CNBC Asia programming and Capital Connection, which 
occurred each year between October and March. Previously, a tape-delay broadcast 

of Fast Money had filled the gap. The gap no longer exists due to CNBC Asia now 
broadcasting a two-hour edition of Capital Connection during those months. 


While the U.S. markets are open, the CNBC Europe Ticker is modified to carry U.S. share 
prices. A break filler, consisting of HotBoards (CNBC's custom stock price graphs) is 
often broadcast during U.S. programming, owing to the increased number of advertising 
breaks. In addition, for many years, during the evening a recorded Europe Update was 
broadcast during some U.S. ad breaks, in which Louisa Bojesen presented a 90-second 
run down of the European closing prices. For a time in 2013 this concept was extended 
into daytime when CNBC Europe broadcast brief European updates twice an hour when 
the network was broadcasting CNBC U.S.'s Squawk programmes. These segments were 


broadcast live and, as with the recorded evening updates, were inserted into 
commercial breaks. Europe Update has now been discontinued and has been replaced 
with an insert detailing current items on CNBC Europe's website. 


The channel also broadcasts live the majority of CNBC Asia's output. However 
broadcasts of CNBC Asia's live programming had been scaled back in the late 2000s as 
the channel had preferred to broadcast teleshopping and, latterly, poker programming 
overnight. During the period when poker was shown CNBC Europe only broadcast the 
final hour (final two hours between April and October) of Asian programming, apart from 
late Sunday night/early Monday morning when the channel broadcast CNBC Asia's full 
morning line-up. In 2009, the majority of Asian programming was reinstated although 
the entire broadcast day of CNBC Asia is still only shown on Sunday night/early Monday 
morning. 


Other programmes[edit] 


For two hours each weeknight and all weekend the channel does not air live business 
programming. These slots are filled by a variety of mostly factual output including 
weekly business magazine programmes, news and sport plus chat and paid religious 
programming. 


The channel broadcasts a number of weekly business programmes which air at 10 pm 
UK time during the week and across the weekend. These include CNBC on 
Assignment, On The Money and Managing Asia. On Saturdays the channel broadcasts 
the previous night's edition of Nightly Business Report. CNBC Europe also occasionally 
airs special programmes dedicated to the world of financial news and politics. Notable 
previous examples of this programming are Questions for the Future and a spin-off 
from Squawk Box Europe called Squawk Outside the Box. 


The channel also broadcasts three hours of sports programming under the banner 

of CNBC Sports. The block airs on Saturday and Sunday between 11 am and 2 pm UK 
time. Two hours are devoted to highlights of the US PGA Golf Tour with the rest mostly 
made up of other highlights and of magazine show as Mobil 1 The Grid. 


The channel airs some programmes from sister network NBC. These include NBC talk 
show Late Night With Seth Meyers and NBC Nightly News with Lester Holt. The channel 
also airs NBC's Sunday morning political talk show Meet The Press and shows it a few 
hours after its live broadcast. 


CNBC Europe also carries paid religious programmes on Sunday mornings. Previously, 
the channel had also given over a number of weekend, and during the 2000s, weekday 
overnight, slots to teleshopping. 


Former programming[edit] 


In February 2008 a weekend nine-hour CNBC Life strand," was launched. This slot, 
which ran during the afternoon and evening, incorporated the already established 
weekend afternoon sporting coverage of sports such as PGA Tour golf, tennis and 
yachting with new programming which included travel programming produced by 

the Travel Channel, output from The Luxury Channel, news and current 

affairs broadcasts as well as the airing of programs from sister channels, such as The 
Tonight Show and Meet the Press. In September 2010 CNBC Europe began airing a 
series of operas and ballets on Sunday afternoons under the title of CNBC Performance. 
The 20-part series began in September 2010 and ran until the end of January 2011. 

ra This programming was repeated during the rest of 2011. 


Since 2012 CNBC Life began to be wound down in favour of a schedule more focused on 
its core remit of business programming and the lifestyle, travel and CNBC Performance 

elements started to be removed from the schedule. The branding finally disappeared in 
2018. 


The channel used to simulcast American news channel MSNBC during weekend 
overnights, American public holidays' afternoons and major non-business related 
breaking news until the late 2000s. Standard weekend programming replaced the 
overnight broadcasts and on American bank holidays CNBC Europe now broadcasts 
replays of its weekly magazine programmes. Coverage of non-business related breaking 
news now comes from either CNBC U.S. or NBC News. 


Extended programming[edit] 


In the past CNBC Europe has broadcast extended European programming on U.S. bank 
holidays. In the mid 2000s, this took the form of an extended edition of Power Lunch 
Europe, during 2009 and 2010 CNBC had broadcast Strictly Money to the whole of 
Europe and in 2012 and 2013 the network broadcast a three-hour edition of Worldwide 
Exchange and a two-hour edition of European Closing Bell. In 2014 and 2015, CNBC 
Europe did not broadcast any extended programming on U.S. bank holidays, although 
on many of the 2016 American bank holidays, CNBC Europe broadcast two-hour editions 
of Street Signs. 


Since the start of 2016, CNBC Europe began broadcasting almost all of the CNBC US live 
business day schedule. Previously, the full schedule had only been seen on Europe-wide 
bank holidays which were regular working days in the United States (CNBC Asia 
produced Worldwide Exchange on those days) and between Christmas and the new year 
as CNBC Europe produces less European programming at this time. 


On the day each month when the bank lending rates are announced, CNBC Europe 
broadcasts Decision Time, which airs between 1300 CET and 1500 CET. 


The channel provides extra programming during the annual January gathering 

in Davos of the World Economic Forum. In addition to coverage during its regular 
programmes, the channel broadcasts a daily one-hour special programme beginning at 
1600 CET. 


The channel also occasionally opts out of American programming for one-off interviews 
and/or special coverage of a specific event. 
Simulcasts outside Europe[edit] 


All of CNBC Europe's live programming is broadcast in their entirety in the U.S. on CNBC 
World. Street Signs is also seen on CNBC's main channel in the U.S and Squawk Box 
Europe and Street Signs are shown on CNBC Asia. 


The CNBC Europe ticker is seen on CNBC World but not on CNBC Asia and CNBC U.S. 


Presenters[edit] 


[21] 


Current anchors and correspondents[edit] 


Then-CNBC Europe journalist Louisa Bojesen moderates a debate at the 2009 World Economic 
Forum on the Middle East in Jordan. 


Staff are based in London unless otherwise stated. 


e Joumanna Bercetche 

e Geoff Cutmore 

e Hadley Gamble (Abu Dhabi) 

e Willem Marx 

e Adam Reed - CNBC Europe sports reporter 

e Steve Sedgwick - also CNBC's OPEC reporter 

e Julianna Tatelbaum 

e Karen Tso 

e Annette Weisbach (Frankfurt) - also CNBC's European Central Bank reporter 


CNBC Europe anchor Geoff Cutmore moderates a debate at the 2008 World Economic Forum: 


New Champions meeting in Tianjin, China. 
Contributors[edit] 


e Tania Bryer 
Past anchors and reporters[edit] 


e Becky Anderson (now with CNN International) 

e Beccy Barr (formerly Rebecca Meehan; now with BBC North West) 
e Louisa Bojesen (left 28 April 2017) 

e Julia Chatterley (now with CNN International) 

e Ros Childs (now with Australia's ABC News Channel) 

e Emma Crosby (now with Sky News) 


e Anna Edwards (now with Bloomberg Europe) 

e Raymond Frenken (was Amsterdam Market Reporter and EU Correspondent) 

e Wilfred Frost (now with CNBC US) 

e Yousef Gamal El-Din (now with Bloomberg) 

e Aaron Heslehurst (now with BBC World News) 

e Simon Hobbs (later with CNBC US; left in July 2016) 

e John Holland (was Frankfurt Bureau Chief) 

e Guy Johnson (now with Bloomberg Europe) 

e Shellie Karabell (Paris Bureau Chief 1999-2004; Time Warner Cable , Forbes.com) 
e Susan Li (moved to CNBC US; left in August 2017, now with Fox Business Network) 
e Ed Mitchell 

e Seema Mody (rejoined CNBC US in September 2015) 

e Stéphane Pedrazzi (now communications director at Marie Brizard Wine & Spirits) 
e Nigel Roberts 

e Carolin Roth 

e Patricia Szarvas (now a moderator, media coach, writer) 

e Silvia Wadhwa 

e Deborah Turner 

e Ross Westgate (now with Infinity Creative Media) 


Affiliate channels and partnerships[edit] 


There is a feed of CNBC Europe for Scandinavian countries called CNBC Nordic. It 
shows identical programmes to CNBC Europe but has a ticker focussing on Scandinavian 
stock exchanges. 


The channel also operates a separate feed for the United Kingdom. Before late 2008 this 
was used only occasionally, usually for advertising purposes. The network has since 
begun to actively market the feed to potential advertisers,22 and at the start of 2009 its 
first UK-specific programming, Strict/y Money, began, initially as a 12-week experiment 
but the programme continued to air until March 2011. Now the only UK-specific 
programming is the occasional weekend teleshopping broadcast. Viewers in Ireland also 
receive this feed. 


The following European channels also fall under the CNBC brand: 


e CNBC-e, the defunct Turkish version of CNBC. This is unique in the CNBC family, in 
that after business day hours, it broadcasts popular general entertainment 
programmes and films, plus children's programming from Nickelodeon. Owned and 
operated under license by Dogus Holding. NBCUniversal's share was acquired in 
2015 by Discovery Communications and renamed TLC.24! 

e Class CNBC (formerly CFN-CNBC), the Italian version of the network, operated in 
conjunction with Class Editori and Mediaset. 

e CNBC Arabiya, the Arabic version of the channel. Owned and operated under license 
by Middle East Business News. 

e On 10 July 2007, CNBC Europe announced the creation of a new Polish business 
channel, TVN CNBC Biznes, operated under license by TVN. The channel launched 
on 3 September, and shares resources with CNBC Europe through a permanent 
link to their London headquarters.24 


In December 2003, CNBC Europe signed an agreement with German television news 
channel N24 to provide regular updates from the Frankfurt Stock Exchange. 


281 Correspondents Silvia Wadhwa, Patricia Szarvas and Annette Weisbach report 
throughout the day in German. In June 2008 the channel also began producing thrice- 
daily video reports in German for the website of Focus magazine.2 


Other services[edit] 


CNBC Europe is narrowcast in London's black cabs on the Cabvision network.” Since 
2005, CNBC Europe also produces the monthly magazine CNBC Business (formerly 
named CNBC European Business) in conjunction with Ink Publishing. The magazine is 
aimed at senior business people and business travellers. 
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Launched 12 January 2004 


Owned by Fox Networks Group 


Picture format 1080i HD 


Audience share 0.34% 


Fox 


(Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer and 


International) 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Slogan 


Country 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Virgin Media 


Virgin Media 
Ireland 


0.05% (+1) (April 2019, BARB) 


'First on Fox' 
'The best. First.' 


'Funny as Fox.' 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


FX289 (2004-05) 
FX (2005-2013) 


BabyTV 
National Geographic 


Nat Geo Wild 


Fox +1 


www.foxtv.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 124 (SD/HD) 
Channel 224 (+1) 
Channel 821 (SD) 


Cable 


Channel 157 
Channel 158 (+1) 
Channel 199 (HD) 


Channel 126 
Channel 166 (+1) 
Channel 176 (HD) 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 316 


eir Vision Channel 124 


Channel 188 (HD) 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 
(UK) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (Ireland only) 


(Ireland) 
TalkTalk TV Watch live (UK only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


Fox (stylised as FOX) is a television channel in the United Kingdom and Ireland, owned 
by Fox Networks Group, a unit of Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer and International. It 
launched on 12 January 2004 and was originally known as FX (in line with the American 


channel of the same name). Featuring a mix of animated comedies and American 
drama series, the channel's age demographic is adults aged 18 to 35 years old. 


History[edit] 
FX289 (2004-05) [edit] 


FX logo (2011-2013). 


The channel launched in January 20042 branded as FX289, in reference to 
its Sky EPG number. 


FX (2005-2013)[edit] 


In April 2005, the channel was rebranded as FX as it moved in the Sky EPG.2! As FX, 
the channel targeted a demographic of mainly males.® Unlike FX in the USA, it 
promoted both Fox-produced and non-Fox-produced shows. It had a similar format to its 
American sister channel, with a schedule consisting largely of Fox-produced shows, 
including comedies such as Arrested Development, Family Guy,“ American 

Dad! and King of the Hill, and dramas such as Millennium, The Shield, The X-Files, 

and NYPD Blue. Non-Fox-produced shows rerun or receiving their UK premiere on the 
channel include The Walking Dead," Falling Skies,“ Babylon 

5, Carnivale, Highlander, JAG,” NCIS,“ Sleeper Cell, E- 

Ring and Huff, Nip/tuck, Generation Kill, True Blood,“ Mob City and Dexter. 


Fox (2013-present) [edit] 


The channel was rebranded as Fox at 9:00 p.m. GMT on 11 January 2013 with the 
beginning of the 10 season of NCIS.“ The target demographic of Fox is both men and 
women aged between 18 and 35 years old. New programmes added to the schedule 
included Louie, The Ricki Lake Show, Men at Work, Da Vinci's Demons and the second 
season of The Increasingly Poor Decisions of Todd Margaret, while many of the 
programmes that featured on FX continued to broadcast such as The Walking 

Dead, Dexter, True Blood, Falling Skies, Family Guy, and NCIS. Fox also plan to 
commission up to 50 hours of original UK content by the end of the year, expecting to 
spend between £5m and £10m.5! 


Fox was removed from the BT YouView platform on 1 March 2016, BT stated in an e- 
mail to customers that Fox had "changed the way they offer their TV channels to TV 
providers." Following Disney's acquisition of 21st Century Fox, including Fox Networks 
Group International, the channel falls under ultimate ownership of Walt Disney Direct- 
to-Consumer and International. 


Timeshift[edit] 


Fox operates a one-hour timeshift named Fox +1. The channel originally launched as a 
two-hour timeshift service, as FX +, and was joined on Sky by FX +1 on 10 December 
2007. The branding of sister timeshift channel FX + had not been changed to reflect 
this, causing confusion due to the two being very similar in name (FX +, FX +1), with 
viewers assuming a mistake or a double-over of the channel. 


On Monday 28 April 2008, FX +1 ceased broadcasting and its slot was replaced with FX 
HD. On 1 September 2008, to coincide with Sky's EPG reshuffle, FX + became a 1-hour 
timeshift. The channel was rebranded as Fox + on 11 January 2013, in line with the 
main channel. The channel was renamed to Fox +1 on 18 March 2017. (The channel's 
former name, Fox +, is not to be confused with the Latin American group of premium 
channels now known as Fox Premium, which used the name "Fox+" from 3 November 
2014 until they were rebranded to the current name on 11 March 2017.) 


Fox HD[edit] 


Fox HD is a high definition television channel, which launched on Monday 28 April 2008 
at 10:00pm in the UK and Ireland as FX HD. It initially broadcast a completely separate 
schedule from the standard definition channel, with only HD content and without ads. 


FX HD was originally due to launch on 21 April 2008, but as stated on the FX Forums 
the date was pushed back to 28 April 2008 due to "technical problems at the 
transmission end".2° 


On 24 April 2009, FX HD become a simulcast of FX, broadcasting HD content when 
possible but only broadcasting between 7:00pm and 2:00am every day. On 5 January 
2010, FX HD increased it broadcast hours to match its SD counterpart. 


The channel also joined Virgin Media's digital cable TV lineup on channel 158 on 30 July 
2009.44 


The channel was rebranded as Fox HD on 11 January 2013, in line with the main 
channel.” 


Programming[edit] 


As well as British and American programming, the channel has aired a number of 
international programmes. These include Last Man Standing and The Nominees from 
Australia; Jo from France; Charlie Jade, a co-production between Canada and South 
Africa; and the Flemish series Matrioshki, which was shown with subtitles. 


Original content has also aired on the channel, including No Signal! which aired from 
February to April 2009. 


For several weeks from 5 December 2005, FX carried a strand of programming from the 
Fox-owned American channel Fuel TV. The strand was identified as FX Presents Fuel TV, 
and made use of Fuel TV's US branding graphics. The strand ran for an hour 

from 10:00a.m., and was repeated in the early hours of the following morning. In August 
2015, Fox announced that a variety of Adult Swim programming would air on the 
channel including adult animated sci-fi comedy Rick and Morty, starting Thursday, 10 
September of that year.22 On 10 September 2015, Adult Swim moved to Fox along with 
truTV, airing Rick and Morty and Mr. Pickles as its first day line up.“ As of 2016, it aired 
on Fridays from Midnight to 1:00 a.m. 


Current programmingledit] 


e 11.22.63 
e American Dad! (also on ITV2) (April 2005-present) 
e American Horror Story 


e Bones 

e Braquo 

e Bull 

e Family Guy (also on ITV2) (January 2005-present) 
e Legion 

e Lieto Me 

e Lucifer 

e Monk 


e NCIS (also on Channel 5, 5USA, Universal and CBS Justice) 
e NCIS: New Orleans (also on 5USA)22 

e Outcast 

e The Gifted 

e The Orville 

e The Walking Dead 


e Wolf Creek 
Former prog ramming[edit] 


e 24 


e Aqua Teen Hunger Force 

e Buffy the Vampire Slayer (now on Syfy) 
e Dream Corp LLC 

e Futurama (now airs on Sky One) 

e Huff 

e King ofthe Hill (now airs on 4Music) 

e No Signal! 

e Rick and Morty (now airs on E4) 


e The Cleveland Show (now airs on Comedy Central and ITV2) 
e The Venture Bros. 


e Tim & Eric's Bedtime Stories 
e True Blood 
e Your Pretty Face is Going to Hell 
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Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Slogan 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Website 


BabyTV 


Babytv’ 


4 December 2003; 16 


years ago 


Fox Networks Group 


(Walt Disney Direct-to- 


Consumer & International) 


1080i HDTV 
(downscaled 
to 16:9 480i/576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


It's Their Choice 


English, Hebrew 


Worldwide 


London, United Kingdom 


www.babytv.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


DirecTV (U.S.) 


DigitAlb (Albania) 


Canal 


Digitaal (Netherlands) 


Good TV (Thailand) 


My TV (South Africa) 


Dolce (Romania) 


D-Smart (Turkey) 


Meo TV (Portugal) 


Directv (South America) 


SKY México (Mexico, 


Central America and 


Caribbean) 


UPC (Austria) 


Telefonica (Colombia) 


UNE (Colombia) 


Dish Network (Mexico) 


Dialog TV (Sri Lanka) 


OTE TV (Greece) 


Channel 425 


Channel 14 


Channel 61 


Channel 66 (HD) 


Channel 6 


Channel 155 


Channel 123 


Channel 44 


Channel 999 and 201 


Channel 324 


Channel 406 


Channel 309 


Channel 128 


Channel 315 (Spanish) 


Channel 54 


Channel 505 


DishTV (India) 


[MNC Vision (Indonesia) 


Transvision (Indonesia) 


Nexmedia (Indonesia) 


Tata Sky (India) 


es (Israel 


OSN (Middle East 


& North Africa) 


| beIN 
(Middle East & North 
Africa) 


D2H (India) 


Astro (Malaysia) 


Dish Home (Nepal) 


Dish Network (U.S.) 


My-HD 
(Middle East & North 
Africa) 


Channel 983 (SD) 
Channel 982 (HD) 


Channel 40 


Channel 228 


Channel 114 


Channel 677 (SD) 
Channel 676 (HD) 


Channel 81 


Channel 361 (HD) 


Channel 104 (HD) 


Channel 515 
Channel 618 
Channel 806 
Channel 824 (SD/HD 
English) 

Channel 9940 


(Mandarin) 


11823 V - 27500 - 3/4 
(HD) 


Cable 
SkyCable (Philippines) Channel 122 (Digital) 


Destiny Cable (Philippines) Channel 122 (Digital) 


Parasat Cable Channel 104 
TV (Philippines) 

Virgin Media Channel 703 
Cable TV Hong Kong Channel 516 
Naxoo (Switzerland) Channel 125 
Cytavision (Cyprus) Channel 28 
Unitymedia (Germany) Channel 250 
Caiway (Netherlands) Channel 121 
Rogers Cable (Canada) Channel 232 
Ziggo (Netherlands) Channel 310 
Kabel- Channel 845 
Deutschland (Germany) 

UPC Romania Channel 509 
Smallworld Cable (UK) Channel 640 
MELITA Cable (Malta) Channel 459 
GO Digital Multiplus Channel 404 


(Malta) 


Comcast 


Cablelink (Philippines) 


In Digital (India) 


HOT (Israel) 


now TV (Hong Kong) 


World On Demand (Japan) 


Fetch TV (Australia) 


Belgacom (Belgium) 


Singtel TV (Singapore) 


AT&T U-verse (U.S.) 


PEO TV (Sri Lanka) 


PTCL Smart TV (Pakistan) 


Vodafone (Portugal) 


CHT MOD (Taiwan) 


Unifi TV (Malaysia) 


Channel 296 


Channel 211 


Channel 874 (HD) 
(English Feed Only) 


Channel 75 


Channel 448 


Channel 502 


Channel 150 


Channel French 140, 
Dutch 130 


Channel 244 (HD) 


Channel 245 (Baby TV 


on Demand) 


Channel 330 


Channel 63 


Channel 50 


Channel 56 


Channel 100 


Channel 968 (old) 
Channel 562 (new) 


KPN (Netherlands) Channel 57 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) Channel 197 


Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 227 


Streaming media 


Ziggo GO (Netherlands) ZiggoGO.tv (Europe 
only) 


BabyTV is an international television channel for babies, toddlers, and parents, owned 
by Fox Networks Group, a subsidiary of Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer & International, 
ultimately owned by The Walt Disney Company. Launched in 2003, BabyTV is 
distributed in over 100 countries, broadcasting in 18 languages (as of 2013). Unlike 
most Disney-owned services, this channel does not broadcast television commercials. 


History[edit] 


e BabyTV was first developed in 2003 as a channel in Israel by Ron Isaak, Maya and 
Liran Talit and members of their family. Bu2181 

e BabyTV was first launched in 2005, and in September 2007, News Corp's Fox 
International Channels acquired a major stake in BabyTV, placing it alongside its 
international offerings of Fox Crime, Fox, National Geographic and others." 

e In 2006, Indovision with Dori Media Distribution started operating BabyTV in 
Indonesia. Re-brand as Vision 3 Baby, this channel is dubbed in Indonesian and has 
the same program content and schedules which Baby TV Asia beams; however, 
advertising is different on both beams. 

e BabyTV was also launched on Sky Digital in the UK on 5 February 2007.4 

e In 2008, French authorities banned the broadcasting of programs aimed at children 
under the age of 3, and ordered warnings to be included on foreign channels 
available in France such as BabyTV and its competitor BabyFirst.© 

e The channel, along with Fox Crime and Fox, was launched in India on 25 March 
2009. 

e In January 2011, BabyTV was added to the programming package of Dish 
Network on channel 126. 

e On 1 December 2011, BabyTV was launched via SkyCable channel 140 and it will 
only be available through its digital platform. 

e On 1 October 2012, BabyTV was launched via mio TV channel 244 and it will be the 
first to launch the channel in HDTV 16:9 Format. 

e Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau are available on Now TV Channel 448, Macau Cable 
TV Channel 61 (SD) and 861 (HD) and Taiwan CATV Channel 311 (HD) and CHT MOD 
Channel 17. 

e A Spanish language version is available in the United States on Dish Network. 


e Itis also available on OSN Network, belN Network and My-HD with Arabic language. 
e On 20 March 2019, the channel became a part of Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer & 


International as the result of acquisition of 21st Century Fox by The Walt Disney 
Company. 


Themes[edit] 


BabyTV's original program library, which is developed in-house in co-operation with 
childhood development experts and content experts is built around nine developmental 
themes, which cover all early learning skill and developmental milestones for toddlers. 


The nine categories, include the following. They are: 


e First Concepts 

e Nature & Animals 

e = Music & Art 

e Imagination & Creativity 
e Building Friendships 

e Songs & Rhymes 

e Guessing Games 

e Activities 

e Bedtime 


Programming[edit] 


e Louie's Friends 

e Louie's World 

e Who's it? What's it? 

e Colours & Shapes 

e Wonder Park 

e Inthe Giggle Park 

e Tricky Tracks 

e Draco 

e = The Post Train 

e Rise and Shine 

e Little Lola Visits the Farm 

e Lily & Pepper 

e Hungry Henry 

e Charlie & the Numbers 

e Charlie & the Chinese Zodiac 
e Bim & Bam in the Animal World 
e The Amazing World 

e Kids & Pets 

e Baby Farmer 

e Look Around You 


e Mr. Snail 
e Tucky Tales 
e Go Eco 


e Grandpa Joe's Magical Playground 


In the Animal World 
Puzzles 

Do As | Do 

Zoe Wants to Be 
Grandpa's Gallery 
Hippa Hippa Hey 
Tutti Frutti 
Jammers 

Pitch & Potch 
Beep, Beep! 
Musical Stories 
Baby Art 

BabyTV Clip 
BabyTV Studios 
Birthday Series 
Big Bugs Band 
Concertino 

Baby Giants 
Wooly 

Pim & Pimba 
Zoom 

Crystal Ball 
Gee-Raffa 

Danny & Daddy 
Vegimers 

Emma's Theatre 
Agib Al Saghir 
The Grim Adventures of Billy & Mandy 
Billy & Mandy Save Christmas 
Boohbah 

Mixed Up Mary 
Nico & Bianca 
Paint Me a Story 
Vegibugs 

Baby Hood 
Bouncy Balls 
Mitch Match 

Popiz 

Frazzle's World 
The Bonbons 
Cuddlies 

Yoyo the Magician 
Bath Tubbies 
Small Talk 

1,2,3, Tell a Story 
Egg Bird 

Kenny & Goorie 
Kenny & Goorie Meet Friends 


Pitch & Potch the Sound Machine 
Tulli 

Tiny's Playground 
Stitches 

Walter & Dude 

Play Time 

Mice Builders 

Snowies 

Baby Chef 

Hands Up 

Happy To Be Baby Album 
Toto's Kindergarten 

Lale Ki Lolu 

Snail Trail 

Jump Out of Bed Sleepy Head 
The Tiny Bunch 
Choopies 

Pierre the Painter 

The Circus Comes to Town 
Flip and Flash 

Happy Birthday to You 
My Hokey Pokey Time 
Birthday Series 

Happy to Be Baby Album 
Charlie & the Alphabet 
Charlie & the Shapes 
Tipa Tupa 

What a Wonderful Day 
Let's Dance 

Crafty Rafty 

Bzzz 

Artzooka! 

Momento the Great Chef 
Snuggle Puppets 

Rocco 

Mona & Sketch 

Paint Me a World 

Baby Album 

Stick with Mick 

Oliver 

Billy Bam Bam 

Babynoo 

Magic Lantern 

Sweet Dreams 

Little Ball & Little Chick 
Wish Upon a Star 

Moon 

Twinkle Star 


e Starry Nights 
e Good Night Teddy Bear 
e Moonlight 


e Night Sky 

e Night Stars 
e Twilight 

e River 

e Ocean 

e Flowers 

e Sleep Time 
e Milky Way 


e Dream with Kim 
e Night Series 


Nursery Rhymes[edit] 


e Activity Nursery Rhymes 

e Animals Nursery Rhymes 

e Nature & Seasons Nursery Rhymes 

e Family & Special Days Nursery Rhymes 
e Bedtime Nursery Rhymes 

e Classic Nursery Rhymes 

e Sing with Numbers 

e Food & Fun Nursery Rhymes 

e Dance & Play Nursery Rhymes 


On demand[edit] 


BabyTV's video on demand service features edited segments of BabyTV programming, 
categorized into their nine developmental themes, in hundreds of half hour segments 
and is available in languages including English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Mandarin 
and Turkish. The on-demand channel is available on Singtel TV. It will be launched 

to StarHub TV in Singapore and other pay TV providers in Asia in the future. 


Home video[edit] 


BabyTV has introduced a DVD offering. "My First Years Library" is a library that covers 
early learning skills and developmental milestones that children encounter in their first 
years. BabyTV's DVD collection features segments of BabyTV content and includes 
some of the channel's leading characters, such as Pitch & Potch. 8 


Broadcasting[edit] 


RR Media provides playout and uplink services to the BabyTV channel. Languages are 
encrypted and uplinked via Hotbird 6, Measat 3a and Galaxy 23. 
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For other uses, see National Geographic Channel (disambiguation). 


National Geographic 


NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


Launched 1 September 1997 


Owned by National Geographic Society 


Fox Networks Group 
(Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer and 


International) 


Picture 2160p UHDTV 


format (downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


Audience UK: 


share 


Broadcast 


area 


Replaced 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Sky 


Virgin 
Media (UK) 


Virgin 


Media (Ireland 


) 


WightFibre 


0.11% 
0.05% (+1) 


0.07% (Wild) (September 2015, BARB) 


United Kingdom 
Iceland 
Malta 


Ireland 


Sky 2 


Fox 
BabyTV 
Nat Geo Wild 


natgeotv.com/uk 


natgeochannel.ie 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 129 (HD) 
Channel 229 (+1) 
Channel 824 (SD) 


Cable 


Channel 266 (SD) 
Channel 267 (+1) 
Channel 268 (HD) 


Channel 215 (SD) 
Channel 221 (HD) 


Channel 84 


IPTV 
TalkTalk TV Channel 317 


BT TV Channel 317 (SD) 
Channel 373 (HD) 


Plusnet TV Channel 317 (SD) 
Channel 373 (HD) 


eir Vision Channel 526 (SD) 
Channel 543 (HD) 


Streaming media 
Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
TalkTalk TV Watch live (UK only) 
BT TV Watch live (UK only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


National Geographic is a British pay television channel that 

features documentaries produced by the National Geographic Society. It features some 
programming similar to that on the Discovery Channel such 

as nature and science documentaries. The channel was launched in Europe in 
September 1997 and time shared initially with the failing NBC Europe until NBC 
Europe's demise in 1998, at which point it began timesharing with Fox Kids (in the UK, 
replacing the failed first iteration of Sky 2); with analogue transmission of the channel 
ending, and the sale of Fox Kids to Disney, timesharing was eventually superseded by 
24-hour broadcasting. It was later launched worldwide including in Asia and the United 
States. Today, the channel is available in over 143 countries, seen in more than 160 
million homes and in 25 languages. 


It is owned by a company called the "NGC-UK Partnership", which initially was jointly 
owned by the National Geographic Society and British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB), but in 
2006, Sky's parent company News Corporation (now The Walt Disney Company) 
purchased 25 percent of the stake in the partnership, followed by the acquisition of 
BSkyB's remaining 50 percent stake by its sister company, the Fox Entertainment 
Group. 


This includes an English-language version for the UK, Ireland, Malta and Iceland. It also 
includes Dutch, Italian, Norwegian and Turkish speaking channels among others. The 


channel's musical signature is the Elmer Bernstein composed theme that has also 
appeared on the National Geographic broadcast-TV specials. 


Company[edit] 


The channel is owned by the NGC-UK Partnership, which was formed in 1997 as a 
joint venture between National Geographic Television & Film, a division of the National 
Geographic Society and British Sky Broadcasting through its Sky Ventures division. The 
NGS provides programming expertise, while BSkyB provides its expertise on 
distribution, marketing, commercial and advertising sales. The partnership builds and 
operates National Geographic channels and services across Europe. It is headquartered 
in London. In December 2006, News Corporation purchased 25 percent of the Society's 
stake in the company. This meant that BSkyB owned half company, while the National 
Geographic Society and News Corp held 25 percent share each. In December 2007, 
BSkyB sold its stake in the partnership to the Fox Entertainment Group, through 

its Fox Networks Group subsidiary. 


HD feed[edit] 


The channel launched its own high-definition feed on 22 May 2006 on Sky. The channel 
joined Virgin Media's cable TV line-up on 30 July 2009. On 5 August 2009, it was also 
made available on UPC Ireland's cable TV service. The HD version available in the UK 
and Ireland was not originally a simulcast of the standard definition version of the 
National Geographic Channel, with some of the content coming from Rush HD, however 
from 1 December 2010 National Geographic Channel HD became a simulcast feed. 


Programmes[edit] 
Main article: List of programs broadcast by National Geographic Channel 


e Air Crash Investigation 


e Ape Man 
e Banged Up Abroad 
e Bethe Creature 


e Big Bang 

e Built for the Kill 

e CarS.0.S. 

e Doomsday Preppers 
e End Day 


e Escape Tech 

e Explorations Powered by Duracell 

e Explorer 

e Family Guns 

e Gospel of Judas 

e Britain's Greatest Machines with Chris Barrie (2009) 
e Highway Thru Hell 

e Hollywood Science 

e Hunter Hunted 


e Interpol Investigates 


e is It Real? 


e Living Wild 
e Megacities 


e Megafactories 

e MegaStructures 

e Mysteries of the Deep 
e Naked Science 

e No Borders 

e Planet Football 

e Planet Mechanics 

e Predators at War 

e Rough Trades 

e Scam City 

e Science of the Bible 

e Seconds From Disaster 
e Situation Critical 

e Storm Stories 

e Strange Days on Planet Earth 
e Strippers: cars for cash 
e Taboo 

e The Dog Whisperer 

e The Living Edens 

e Thrill Zone 

e Thunder Beasts 

e Totally Wild 

e Trading Faces 

e What Would Happen If...? 
e Wicked Tuna 

e World of Wildlife 


Continuity / Voiceovers[edit] 


Rob Jarvis, who is well known as Eddie in Hustle is one of the two main male promo 
voices for this channel, along with Adam Longworth from XFM radio station. 


See also[edit] 


e National Geographic Channel 

e National Geographic Channel Australia & New Zealand 
e List of National Geographic Channel programs 

e National Geographic Society 


References[edit] 


1. ^ News Corp : 10-Q : For 12/31/06 
2. ^ British Sky Broadcasting Group PLC - 6-K : For 2/6/08 


3. ^ Press Release - British Sky Broad. - Interim Results, RNS Number:3830N, British Sky 
Broadcasting Group PLC, 6 February 2008 


4. ^ "Virgin Media and Channel 4 bring 4HD to millions of TV screens". Virgin Media. 29 July 
2009! ermanent dead link] 
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6. ^ "National Geographic Channel HD becomes Simulcast". Sky Programme Information. 
25 November 2010. 
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External links[edit] 


e Official site 
e Official site Irelandiremanentceadinà (previously active) 
e National Geographic Channels International 
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National Geographic Wild 


NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 
Launched 1 March 2007; 12 years ago 
Owned by National Geographic Society 


Fox Networks Group 
(Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer & 


International) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share UK: 


0.11% (April 2019, BARB) 


Broadcast area Europe 
Formerly called Nat Geo Wild (2007-2019) 
Replaced Adventure One (1999-2007) 
Sister channel(s) National Geographic 
24Kitchen 
Fox Life 


Fox Netherlands 


Fox Sports 


BabyTV 


Website See listing below 


Availability 


Satellite 


Digiturk (Turkey) Channel 185 (SD) 
Channel 385 (HD) 


Sky (UK and Ireland) Channel 165 (HD) 
Channel 839 (SD) 


On Demand 
Canal Channel 47 (HD) 
Digitaal (Netherlands) 
Sky Italia (Italy) Channel 409 (HD) 


Channel 459 (SD) 


NOVA Greece (Greece) Channel 406 


DigitAlb (Albania) 


Canalsat (France) 


Cyfrowy 


Polsat (Poland) 


Cyfra+ (Poland) 


n (Poland) 


Neostrada TP z 


telewizją (Poland) 


Skylink 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Caiway (Netherlands) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


RCS&RDS (Romania) 


UPC Romania 


Teledünya (Turkey) 


Multimedia 


Polska (Poland) 


Channel 11 


Channel 71 


Channel 89 (SD) 
Channel 109 (HD) 


Channel 73 (SD) 
Channel 74 (HD) 


Channel 73 (HD) 


Channel 78 (SD) 
Channel 86 (HD) 


SD, HD, channel nr. depends 


on the user 


Cable 


Channel 204 (HD) 


Channel 27 (HD) 


Channel 264 (SD) 
Channel 265 (HD) 


Channel 48 


Channel 311 (Digital with DVR) 
Channel 51 (Digital) 


Channel 5 (HD) 


Channel 214 


UPC Poland 


Toya (Poland) 


DELTA (Netherlands) 


Kabel 


Noord (Netherlands) 


KPN (Netherlands) 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) 


Meo (Portugal) 


Neostrada TP z 


telewizją (Poland) 


BT (UK) 


TalkTalk TV (UK) 


eir Vision (Ireland) 


Tele2 (Netherlands) 


Channel 371 (SD) 
Channel 372 (HD) 


Channel 321 (SD) 
Channel 341 (HD) 


Channel 33 (HD) 


Channel 256 (SD) 


IPTV 


Channel 87 (HD) 


Channel 83 (HD) 


Channel 124 


Channel 78 


Channel 318 (SD) 


Channel 374 (HD) 


Channel 318 


Channel 528 (SD) 
Channel 544 (HD) 


Channel 21 (HD) 


Streaming media 


Sky Go (UK and Ireland) Watch live 


Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland 


only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live 


Anywhere (UK) 


Ziggo GO (Netherlands) ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 


National Geographic Wild is a Pan-European pay television channel that features 
documentaries produced by the National Geographic Society. It features documentaries 
about nature, wildlife, natural phenomenon, and earth. The channel replaced Adventure 
One in Europe on 1 March 2007." 


History[edit] 


The channel was launched as Nat Geo Wild on 1 March 2007, replacing Adventure One. 
The channel launched its own high-definition feed in the UK and Ireland on 1 April 2009. 
[21 


In the Netherlands, the HD feed was launched on 14 October 2010 through Caiway, 
2! later followed by KPN (8 February 2011),“ Glashart Media (14 April 2011), Ziggo (1 
September 2011) and UPC Netherlands (1 October 2013). 


Nat Geo Wild was rebranded as National Geographic Wild on 1 February 2019.8 


On 20 March 2019, The Walt Disney Company acquired 21st Century Fox, including Fox 


Networks Group. 
i [ ] NAT GEO 
WILD 


Logo between 2007-2019 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programs broadcast by Nat Geo Wild 


See also[edit] 


e Nat Geo Wild 
e National Geographic Channel 
e National Geographic Society 


References[edit] 


8. 


9. 


External links[edit] 


Robert Briel (20 February 2007). "Nat Geo goes Wild". BroadbandTVNews.com. 

^ Julian Clover (25 March 2009). "Nat Geo goes Wild in HD". Broadband TV News. 

^ "Uitbreiding aantal HD-zenders Caiway" (in Dutch). Digitale Kabeltelevisie. 9 October 
2010. 

^ "Nat Geo Wild in HD TV pakket van KPN" (in Dutch). HDTV Nieuws. 8 February 2011. 
^ Robert Briel (14 April 2011). "Glashart voegt StarTV en NatGeo HD toe" (in Dutch). 
Broadband TV Nieuws. 


^ "Ziggo komt per 1 september met meer HD zenders" (in Dutch). HDTV Nieuws. 27 June 
2011. 

^ Jarco Kriek (25 September 2013). "UPC biedt grootste HD-aanbod in Nederland" (in 
Dutch). Totaal TV. 

^ Timo Niemeier (31 January 2019). "Rebranding: Aus Nat Geo Wild wird National 
Geographic Wild" (in German). DWDL.de. 

^ New Disney Registration Statement 


e Official Website Denmark 


e Official Website Greece & Cyprus 


e Official Website Romania 


e Official Website Russia 


e Official Website Turkey 


e Official Website Ukraine 


e Official Website United Kingdom & Ireland 


Disney Channel (UK and Ireland) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


ump to navigationJump to search 


CHANNEL 
Launched 1 October 1995; 24 years ago 
Owned by The Walt Disney Company 
Limited 


Disney Channel 


Se 
ISNE 


Disney Channels Worldwide 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Sky (UK & Ireland) 


Virgin Media 
(UK) 


(Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer and 


International) 


1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.15% 
0.06% (+1) (April 2017, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Republic of Ireland 


Chiswick, England 


The Disney Channel 


(until 1 March 1997) 


Disney Junior 
Disney XD 


Disney Channel +1 


www.disneychannel.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 609 (SD/HD) 
Channel 610 (+1) 
Channel 644 (SD) 


Cable 


Channel 724 
Channel 725 (+1) 
TV Choice On Demand 


Virgin Media Channel 613 
Ireland Channel 633 (HD) 


IPTV 


TalkTalk Plus TV Channel 490 


BT / YouView Channel 480 
On-demand 

Plusnet Channel 480 

Eir Vision Channel 609 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere(UK) 
Virgin TV Watch live (Ireland only) 


Anywhere (Ireland) 
Disney Life (UK) [1] (UK only) 


Disney Channel is a kids and teen's entertainment channel available in the United 
Kingdom and Republic of Ireland since 1 October 1995. A one-hour timeshift service 
called Disney Channel +1 is available on Sky and Virgin Media. Disney Channel 
currently has two sister channels; Disney Junior and Disney XD. 


History[edit] 


Disney Channel was originally planned to launch in 1989 on the newly 

launched Sky satellite service. It was featured in much of the promotional material 
surrounding the launch of Sky Television and the Astra satellite. The joint venture with 
Sky collapsed May 1989 after discussion about the venture had been taking place since 
November 1988, but Disney felt it was no longer on equal footing on "decision-making 
responsibility" in 50-50 partnership. Disney was supposed to start up two channels, but 
when the talks broke down, Sky issued a lawsuit against Disney, claiming £1.5 billion in 


damages." The suit was later settled with Disney selling its stake in the joint venture 
back to Sky, and agreeing to licence its movie library for a five-year period. 


The Disney Channel finally launched in the UK on the Sky platform on 1 October 1995 as 
the first Disney Channel in Europe and outside the United States. Its first broadcast 
was the British television premiere of the animated feature The Jungle Book. 


On 28 September 1999, a Playhouse Disney (now known as Disney Junior) programming 
block was launched, replacing an unbranded pre-school block the channel previously 
aired. On 29 September 2000, Playhouse Disney was spun-off into its own dedicated 
channel, which on the same day, 24-hour Cartoon channel Toon Disney and a one- 

hour timeshift, Disney Channel +1 were also launched. Despite the launch of Playhouse 
Disney, the block on Disney Channel continued to run on school-term days, although in 
later years was greatly reduced and was eventually disposed of altogether in July 2004. 
On 15 March 2003, a new logo and graphics were introduced for all 3 Disney Channels. 


On 16 March 2006, changes were made to the Disney services in the UK. Disney 
Channel and Playhouse Disney ceased to be premium add-on channels and instead 
operated as part of basic-level subscription packages (such as Sky's "Kids Mix".)= A new 
premium service, subscription channel Disney Cinemagic, was launched to take the 
Disney slot in the Sky Movies premium bundle; Toon Disney was replaced with 
Cinemagic, Toon closed at 6:00am and Cinemagic launched at 10:00am. Disney 
Channel's main one-hour timeshift, Disney Channel +1 closed and was replaced with 
Disney Cinemagic +1. However, Disney Channel +1 subsequently returned on 26 June 
2006. 


On 27 October 2006, Disney Channel was added to Top Up TV Anytime, a service that 
downloads programming overnight from various channels to a Thomson DTI 6300-16. In 
2007, Disney added more On Demand content to Virgin Media's service. On 22 
November 2007, it was announced Disney Channel would join the lineup 

for Picnic, BSkyB's proposed new pay-TV service for DTT. 


It began broadcasting in 16:9 widescreen on 14 May 2010. A new set of program mini- 
idents that would play before the program would start were launched on 11 September 
2010. On 1 September 2011, a new logo was adopted. On 15 September 2011, an HD 
version launched on Sky. 


On 1 June 2012, Disney Channel introduced a refreshed logo and new bumpers and 
promo layouts. In July 2013, a new website was launched with On Demand services and 
commercial advertisements started to air. 


On 18 July 2014, the channel adapted a new logo and presentation package with a 
refresh in April 2017, where the channel created new idents using a 2D version of the 
logo and later that year went 24/7. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Disney Channel (UK and Ireland) 


Title 


Bunk'd 


Raven's Home 


Coop & Cami Ask the World 


Sydney to the Max 


Just Roll with It 


Gabby Duran & The Unsittables 


Animated series| edit] 


Title 


101 Dalmatian Street 


Programming from other networks| edit] 


Live action 


Premiere date Cui 


20 November 2015 


28 July 2017 


26 November 2018 


8 April 2019 


9 August 2019 


25 October 2019 


Premiere date Cui 


14 December 2018-present 


e Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir (30 January 2016-present) 


e Go Away, Unicorn! (7 January 2019 - present) 
e Penny on M.A.R.S. (4 June 2018-present) 

e Sadie Sparks (April 2019-present) 

e Best Bugs Forever (fr) (15 June 2019-present) 


Films[edit] 


Disney Channel Original Movies are broadcast regularly on Disney Channel, with 
premieres of new ones shown on Friday evenings a short while after their premiere 


in the US. 


Interactivity[edit] 


Disney Channel formerly had an interactive television service on Sky, in which viewers 

were able to press the red button on their Sky remote to access information about their 
series, character profiles, detailed television listings, quizzes, and messages submitted 

by viewers. 


Studio Disney|edit] 


Studio Disney was a live TV show, broadcast on Disney Channel UK. It launched in 
September 1997 as Disney Channel UK Live, and relaunched as Studio Disney on 23 
April 2001. Some of the presenters included Nigel Mitchell, Emma Lee, Jean Anderson, 
Mark Rumble, Amy Garcia, David "Ollie" Oliver, James McCourt, Jemma Forte and Leah 
Charles-King. Studio Disney ran on weekdays, usually from 16:00 to 19:00, in direct 
competition with similar services offered by CBBC, CITV and Nickelodeon. The show 
featured a team of between two and six presenters who came on air between 
programmes, giving viewers the opportunity to call in, interact and win prizes. Studio 
Disney also produced many of its own short programmes, including Wish Upon a 

Star and Junior Journo, which were aired during the block itself and between 
programmes at other times. Studio Disney stopped broadcasting 1 July 2005, in line 
with the disappearance of afternoon in-vision presentation on CITV and Nickelodeon the 
previous year and leaving the channel with a format similar to that of its American 
counterpart. 


In 2002, Studio Disney created its own music talent series called “Star Ticket" which 
aimed to create a five piece pop band, aged between 11-14, to perform at the Disney 
Channel Kids Awards 2002. Auditions were held 

in Edinburgh, London, Cardiff and Liverpool. The viewing public were able to vote for 
their desired band members, the name of the band and the name of the song they 
would be performing. The winning group, called X5 (pronounced times five), went on to 
record the song "Beyond the Stars" with a music video. 


Website[edit] 


Disney Channel's website features information, games, interactive features and contact 
details and submission forms. The site has been made entirely in Adobe Flash since 1 
May 1999, the same day as the 1999 re-brand. In May 2003, it was redesigned to fit 
with the other Disney Channel's worldwide after the global re-brand. In 2007, it was 
added to disneychannel.co.uk, when the website's homepage was revamped to fit the 
look of the American site. In 2011, along with the other Disney sites, it was revamped. 
In September 2011, it was revamped once again, due to the new logo. 


Sister networks[edit] 


Disney XD[edit] 
Main article: Disney XD (United Kingdom and Ireland) 


Disney XD is aimed primarily at male pre-teens and teenagers 6-14 years of age, 
its programming consists of original first-run television series, current and former 
original series and made-for-cable films from sister network Disney Channel, 
theatrically-released movies, and live-action and animated programs from other 
distributors. 


Disney Junior[edit] 
Main article: Disney Junior (UK & Ireland) 


Disney Junior (formerly known as Playhouse Disney) is a pre-school kids channel. The 
channel launched on 29 September 2000 as Playhouse Disney, the same day as the 
now defunct sister channel, Toon Disney. 


Sky Cinema Disney[edit] 
Main article: Sky Cinema 


Defunct sister networks[edit] 


e Disney Cinemagic 
e Toon Disney 
e Jetix 


Disney Channel services[edit] 


e iTunes - The channel regularly updates its iTunes library with episodes. Some of 
these are available in HD. 

e Disney Channel On Demand is the channel's video-on-demand service, offering 
select episodes of the channel's original series. It is available from On 
Demand), Virgin Media and BT Vision. 

e Disney Channel also has a YouTube channel, where videos from television series and 
films are posted. 


Presentation[edit] 


In October 1995, the Disney Channel in the UK's logo was a simplified Mickey Mouse 
head, with 'The Disney Channel' text on the bottom. Six identifications for the 1995 logo 
were created by Lambie-Nairn. In February 1997, the channel dropped 'The' from its 
name, with a new logo, for the launch of Disney Channel France. In 1997, Disney 
Channel France adopted the same logo and identifications. In 1999, Disney Channel 
refreshed its identity as it launched its new "Circles" logo, with symmetrical circles 
forming the iconic Mickey Mouse head shape. The new set identification was created in 
CGI animation, with various objects forming the Disney Channel logo. The new identity 
package was created by French graphic design company, GEDEON. According to 
GEDEON, the new logo is also described as an "experimental field for animation". More 
than 30 illustrators, animators, graphic designers, directors, and motion graphic studios, 
such as Gamma Studios, Estructura7, Velvet mediendesign, and Pedall, collaborated 
with the project.& 


When the new look was first launched, nine identifications aired on the same day. Some 
of the identifications were also used on its sister channel, Playhouse Disney. 
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e Studio Disney on IMDb 
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This is a list of television series broadcast on Disney Channel in the UK and Ireland. 


Current programming[edit] 


Live action 


Title Premiere date 


Bunk'd 20 November 2015 


Raven's Home 28 July 2017 


Cul 


Live action 


Title Premiere date Cui 
Coop & Cami Ask the World 26 November 2018 
Sydney to the Max 8 April 2019 
Just Roll with It 9 August 2019 
Gabby Duran & The Unsittables 25 October 2019 


Animated series| edit] 


Title Premiere date Cui 


101 Dalmatian Street 14 December 2018-present 


Programming from other networks| edit] 


Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir (30 January 2016-present) 
Go Away, Unicorn! (7 January 2019 - present) 

Penny on M.A.R.S. (4 June 2018-present) 

Sadie Sparks (April 2019-present) 

Best Bugs Forever (fr) (15 June 2019-present) 


Upcoming[edit] 


e The Owl House 
e Ghostforce 


Former programming[edit] 


The 7D (2014-2018) 

8 Simple Rules 

100 Deeds for Eddie McDowd 

101 Dalmatians: The Series (1998-2002) 
Adventures in Wonderland 


The Adventures of Sam 

The Adventures of Spot (1997-2005) 
Aladdin (1997-2000; 2006-2010) 
Alex & Co (24 July 2017-2019) 
Amazing Animals (1997-2005) 


American Dragon: Jake Long (5 January 2005-2010) 


Amphibia (6 July 2019-1 September 2019) 
Andi Mack (7 August 2017-2019) 
Alphabet Castle 

Animal Shelf 

A.N.T Farm 

Art Attack 

As the Bell Rings 

Austin & Ally 

Backstage 

Bear in the Big Blue House (1997-2007) 


Big City Greens (Now aired on Disney XD (12 November 2018-2019) 


The Big Garage 


Big Hero 6: The Series (Now aired on Disney XD (May 2018-late 2018) 


Binny and the Ghost 

Bite Size 

Bizaardvark (2016-2019) 

Blossom 

Bonkers (1996-1997) 

Bonus Jonas 

The Book of Pooh (2001-2006) 

Boy Meets World 

Brandy and Mr Whiskers (2004-2010) 
Brotherly Love 

Bug Juice: My Adventures at Camp (2019) 
Bus Life 

The Bus UK 

Buzz Lightyear of Star Command (2000-2008) 
The Buzz on Maggie (2005-2008) 
Caitlin's Way 

Cars Toons 

Chip 'n Dale Rescue Rangers 

Classic Toons 

Club HSM 

Cory in the House (2007-2011) 

Crash Zone 

Creature Features 

Daddio 

Danger Bay 

Darkwing Duck 

Dave the Barbarian (2004-2007) 
Dave's World 

Deepwater Haven 


Dig and Dug 

Dinosaurs 

Disney's Adventures of the Gummi Bears 
Disney Channel DJ 

Disney Channel Games 

Disney Consumer Arcade 

Disney Villains 

Disney's CyberStar 

Doc McStuffins 

Dog with a Blog 

Disney's Doug (1996-2002) 

Disney's House of Mouse (May 2001-2006) 
Donald's Quack Attack 

Download 

Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman 

DuckTales (original series) (1995-1999) 
DuckTales (Now aired on Disney XD (13 August 2018-late 2018) 
Dumbo's Circus 

Elena of Avalor (Now aired on Disney Junior (15 July 2016-2019) 
The Emperor's New School (2006-2010) 
Eyewitness 

Faerie Tale Theatre 

Famous 5: On the Case 

The Famous Jett Jackson 

Fast Layne (2019) 

Fillmore! (2004-2010) 

Fish Hooks 

Flash Forward 

Flipper 

Fraggle Rock 

Gargoyles (1997-2002) 

Generation O! 

Get Connected 

Girl Meets World 

The Golden Girls 

Goof Troop 

Groove High (2012 - 2017) 

Groundling Marsh 

Hannah-Oke 

Have a Laugh! 

Hannah Montana (6 May 2006 - 2019) 
Hercules (1999-2004) 

High School Musical: The Music in You 
Hollywood Lives 

Home Improvement 

Honey, | Shrunk the Kids: The TV Show (1998-2004) 
How to Be Indie 

Hotel Transylvania: The Series 


I Didn't Do It 

I Got a Rocket! 

In a Heartbeat 

The Incredible Story Studio 

Inside Clyde 

The Jersey 

Jonas L.A. 

Jake & Blake 

Jungle Cubs 

Kim Possible (October 2003-31 August 2011, April 2014-February 2015, March 
2017-January 2018, 1 January 2019-June 2019) 
Kirby Buckets (January 2015 - 2016) 

Lamb Chop's Play-Along 

The Legend of Tarzan (2001-2007) 

Life's Work 

Like Family 

Lilo & Stitch (20 October 2003-2010) 

Little Hippo 

The Little Mermaid (1995-2002, 2007-2010) 
Lizzie McGuire (September 2001-2011) 
Lloyd in Space (June 2001-2004) 

The Lodge (TV series) (2016-2017) 
Marsupilami 

Mako Mermaids 

Mech-X4 

Men in Black: The Series 

Mickey Mouse and Friends 

Mickey Mouse Works 

Mickey's Mouse Tracks 

Milo Murphy's Law (Now aired on Disney XD (3 April 2017-2018) 
The Mighty Ducks (1997-2002) 

Movie Magic 

Muppet Babies (1997-2002) 

My Babysitter's a Vampire: The Series 

My Camp Rock 

Ned's Newt 

The New Adventures of Winnie The Pooh (1995-2006) 
Nightmare Ned 

Out Of The Box (1998-2007) 

Overruled! 

PB&/ Otter (1997-2001) 

Pocket Dragon Adventures 

Pepper Ann (1997-2002) 

Phil of the Future (2004-2008) 

Phineas and Ferb (1 February 2008-2014) 
The Proud Family (2002-2007) 

Quack Pack (1997-2002) 

Ratz 


Raw Toonage 

Recess (1997-2006; 2007-2010) 

The Replacements (August 2006-2010) 
Rolie Polie Olie (1999-2007) 

Sabrina: The Animated Series (2000-2007) 
Sabrina's Secret Life (2004-2006) 

Second Noah 

Sesame Street 

Shake It Up 

Sofia the First 

The Shnookums and Meat Funny Cartoon Show 
The Sinbad Show 

Sing Me a Story with Belle (1999-2000) 
Smart Guy 

Sonny With A Chance 

So Weird 

Soy Luna 

Spooksville 

The Spooky Sisters 

Stanley (2001-2004) 

Star Ticket 

Star vs. the Forces of Evil (Now aired on Disney XD (2019) 
Stick with Me, Kid 

Student Bodies 

Studio Disney UK 

The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody (7 May 2005 - 2011, 2013 - 2015, 2018 - 2019) 
The Suite Life on Deck 

Sweet Valley High 

TaleSpin 

Tall Tales & Legends 

Tangled: The Series (8 September 2017-2019) 
Teacher's Pet (2002-2006) 

Teamo Supremo (2002-2006) 

Teen Angel 

That's So Raven (2003-2011; 2017 - 2019) 
Thunder Alley 

Thunderstone 

Time Flyer 

The Toothbrush Family 

The Torkelsons 

Touched by an Angel 

Toy Story Toons 

Under the Umbrella Tree 

Untalkative Bunny 

WAC: World Animal Championships 

The Weekenders (September 2000-2007) 
Welcome to Pooh Corner 

What's the Word? 


e The Wiggles 

e Wish Upon a Star 

e Wizards Of Waverly Place 

e The Wonderful World of Disney 
e The Wonder Years 

e Woof! 

e The Wuzzles 
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Disney Junior 


Launched As Playhouse Disney: 
28 September 1999; 20 years 
ago (block) 
29 September 2000; 19 years 
ago (channel) 


As Disney Junior: 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Sky (UK & Ireland) 


7 May 2011; 8 years ago 


The Walt Disney Company 
Limited 

Disney Channels Worldwide 
(Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer & 


International) 


1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.24% 
0.11% (+) (April 2017, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Chiswick, London 


Playhouse Disney 


(2000 - 2011) 


Disney Channel 


Disney XD 


Disney Junior +1 


Disney Junior 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 607 (HD) 
Channel 608 (+1) 
Channel 643 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 727 
(UK) 

Virgin Media Channel 616 
Ireland 

WightFibre Channel 107 

IPTV 

Centre Day TV Channel 481 
BT Channel 481 
Plusnet Channel 481 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Watch live (United Kingdom) 
Anywhere 
Sky Go Watch live 


(UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV [1] (Ireland) 


Anywhere Ireland 


Disney Junior is a British pay television kids channel owned by Disney-ABC Television 
Group. It was launched on 29 September 2000 as "Playhouse Disney" along with Toon 
Disney UK and focuses on preschool programming. 


The channel was rebranded as "Disney Junior" on 7 May 2011. 


History[edit] 


During the re-brand of the British Disney Channel in 1997, an unbranded block of pre- 
school shows was added to the network. On 28 September 1999, it was renamed as 
Playhouse Disney with the addition of live presentation. Playhouse Disney expanded 
into its own channel on Sky Digital on 29 September 2000, the same day that now 
defunct sister channel, Toon Disney and Disney Channel +1 launched on the platform. 


The block continued to air on the regular Disney Channel after the channel launch on 
school-Term weekdays, although the programming was reduced as the years went by 
and the block disposed of in July 2004. 


In June 2006, a Playhouse Disney Block was added to the morning schedule of free-to- 
air network ABC1"!. It was removed after Disney ceased transmission of ABC1 in 
September 2007. ABC1's slot itself on Sky would be used to launch a 25-minute 
timeshift (currently 1-hour) of Playhouse Disney, called Playhouse Disney + in October 
2007. 


The Playhouse Disney brand, which existed as 22 channels or blocks in 156 countries 
and territories, rebranded as Disney Junior in 2011.2 In the United Kingdom and Ireland, 
Disney Junior began on Saturday 7 May 2011 with its first show as Handy Manny. At the 
same time the channel started broadcasting in 16:9 widescreen. The last show that 
aired on Playhouse Disney UK before it became Disney Junior was /o/o's Circus. 


A high-definition simulcast of Disney Junior was made available to Sky+ HD subscribers 
on 9 April 2013. 


On 30 May 2017, the channel went 24/7. 


Throughout September 2017, Disney XD +1 was turned into a pop-up channel titled 
Mickey and Pals, which aired various programming from Disney Junior. 


Presentation[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 

(SD and removed. 
Find sources: "Disney Junior" British TV 
channel - news « newspapers * books * scholar - JSTOR (December 
2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


When Playhouse Disney originally launched in the United Kingdom, it used live 
presentation and links, being set in a large "Playhouse" featuring different rooms and 
areas. This presentation format was also used for Playhouse Disney in Australia, Spain, 
Portugal, France, Italy, Germany and several other territories outside North America. 


Playhouse Disney UK's main live presenters were Dave Benson Phillips and Alex Lovell, 
who were referred to as Big Dave and Little Alex. In addition to presenting the 
"Playhouse", both Dave and Alex presented "Music Time", where they sang mostly 
Disney songs, with the original recordings of the songs. Dave also presented the 
children's cookery show, Bite Size, alongside Sophie Aldred and Karl Woolley. 


In addition, there was the "Circle Time" segment, presented by Jason Canning, where 
children made up stories from animated drawings that the viewers sent in. There was 
also "Art Play", where Sara-Louise Harper helped children create a piece of artwork 
based on a popular Disney movie. 


Playhouse Disney UK had new graphics introduced in March 2003, coinciding with the 
debut of the main Disney Channel's new look, although kept with the "Playhouse" 
format. 


In April 2004, the format of the channel changed. the 'Circle Time' strand was removed 
and Jason Canning was axed. Art Play presenter Sara-Louise Harper was also axed from 


the channel and was replaced by Olivia Bonnici. From 6pm to 6am, a dedicated 
nighttime block was introduced called "PJ's Bedtime", presented by Olivia and Big Dave. 
Around this time, the channel's presentation began to focus on out-of-vision links, like 
it's American counterpart. 


On 27 August 2006, Dave Benson Philips and Alex Lovell were axed from the channel, 
which also led to the removal of the Art Play and Music Time strands. The two remaining 
strands, PJ's Bedtime and Bite Size, were removed in November 2007 and May 2008, 
respectively. 


In September 2007, the channel logo in the external promotionals (programme press 
releases, promos for terrestrial television) were changed to include the inscription 
"Channel" as in all Playhouse Disney Europe channels, but on the channel itself the logo 
was not changed. This move was to differentiate the channel from the "Playhouse 
Disney" block, shown all mornings on the american Disney Channel. 


New presenters Samantha Pearl and James Sherwood were added to the channel in 
September 2009; they appeared on air between 6pm and 8pm. 


On 11 February 2019, Disney Junior UK re-branded and the logo colour changed from 
red to yellow, to match the other international Disney Junior channels. 


Disney Junior +[edit] 


A one-hour timeshift service of the channel, Disney Junior +, launched on 30 October 
2007 as Playhouse Disney +, replacing the now defunct channel ABCI. It launched on 
the same day that the Disney Channels were reshuffled on Sky, involving Disney 
Cinemagic and Disney Cinemagic +1 moving down the EPG, to enable Playhouse Disney 
to move up the EPG to allow Playhouse Disney + to launch next to it on Sky 611 and 
612 respectively. Playhouse Disney + was initially a 25-minute timeshift service until 11 
April 2011 when it became a 1-hour timeshift service. 


Live show[edit] 


A live tour took place in Aug 2007-Late 2010. It was shown in several cities, across 

the United States and Europe. In the United Kingdom, the tour 

included Bristol, London, Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow, Edinburgh and B 
righton. 


Blocks[edit] 
Current[edit] 


e Magical Mondays - Magical Mondays was introduced in 2013 and runs on Monday 
afternoons. It shows programs with more magical themes, such as Sofia the 
First and Doc McStuffins. 


Former[edit] 


e Disney Juniorville - Disney Juniorville was a weekend morning block introduced in 
2013. Its initial lineup of shows was Henry Hugglemonster, Doc McStuffins, Sofia the 
First and Calimero. Sheriff Callie's Wild West and Miles from Tomorrowland were 
added to the block when they were introduced. Disney Juniorville was discontinued 
in 2015. 


e Snuggle Time - Snuggle Time was a nighttime block which mainly showed Henry 
Hugglemonster. It was introduced in 2014 and discontinued in 2016. 


Programming[edit] 
Original series[edit] 


e Henry Hugglemonster (8 February 2013 - present)“ 
e Claude (June 2018-present) 


Acquired from Disney Junior (US)[edit] 


Fancy Nancy (7 January 2019 - present) 

Goldie & Bear (4 January 2016 - present) 

The Lion Guard (13 April 2016 - present) 

Muppet Babies (2018 series) (27 August 2018 - present) 
Miles from Tomorrowland (11 May 2015 - present)! 
Mission Force One 

PI Masks (Spring 2016 - present) 

Puppy Dog Pals (22 January 2018 - present) 

Sofia the First (8 March 2011 or 2013 - present) 
Vampirina (October 2017 - present) 

Gigantosaurus (29 April 2019 - present) 
T.O.T.S.(16 September 2019 - present) 


Shorts| edit] 


e Disney Tsum Tsum 


e Welcome To Trulli Land 
e Sunny Bunnies 


Other acquired series[edit] 


e Paprika (1 October 2018 - present) 
e Bluey (28 October 2019 - present) 


Acquired from Disney Channel (UK)[edit] 


e Elena of Avalor 


e Rapunzel's Tangled Adventure 
e 101 Dalmatian Street 


Former programming[edit] 


101 Dalmatians: The Series (September 2004 - October 2005) 
Art Attack (2011-2016) 

Art Play (1999 - August 2006) 

Animal Mechanicals (2007-present) 


Bear in the Big Blue House (October 20, 1997 - December 2010) 
Bite Size (1999 - May 2008) 

The Book of Pooh (2001-2007) 

Calimero (2014-2017) 

Circle Time (1999 - April 2004) 

Connie the Cow (2004-2005) 

Curious George(2011-2018) 

Disney's Adventures of the Gummi Bears (September 2004 - October 2005) 
Doc McStuffins (2012-present) 

The Doodlebops (2006-2009) 

Florrie’s Dragons (2010-2013) 

Franny's Feet (2009-2013) 

Fun With Claude (November 2009 - May 2011) 

Get the Junior Look (2011-2013) 

Goldie & Bear (4 January 2016 - December 2018) 

Handy Manny (2006-2014) 

Happy Monster Band (2007-2011) 

Harry And His Bucket Full Of Dinosaurs (October 2005 - 2012) 
Hercules (1999-2011) 

Higglytown Heroes (April 2005 - 2011) 

The Hive (7 May 2011 - 30th Sep 2019)” 

Imagination Movers (2008-2014) 

Jake and the Never Land Pirates (2011-2018) 

Johnny and The Sprites (2007 - 6 May 2011) 

Jojo's Circus (February 2004 - 2011) 

Jungle Cubs (September 2004 - October 2005) 

Jungle Junction (2009-2017) 

Little Einsteins (October 2005 - 2015) 

The Little Mermaid (September 2004 - October 2005, 2011 - 2012) 
The Mighty Sprouts! 

Mouk (19 September 2011 - 2016) 

Music Time (1999 - August 2006) 

My Friend Rabbit (2009-2010) 

My Friends Tigger And Pooh (May 2007 - May 2011;) 

The Doc Files 

The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh (1999-2009) 

Nina Needs to Go! 

Out of The Box (1999 - December 2006) 

PB&/ Otter (1999-2008) 

Play with Me Sesame (2004-2007) 

Poppets Town (2009-2012) 

Rolie Polie Olie (1999 - September 2007) 

Sheriff Callie's Wild West (2014-17) 

Sing Me a Story with Belle (1999 - August 2005, September-December 2007) 
Special Agent Oso (2009-2014; Mid-2015) 

Stanley (2002-2009) 

Tales of Friendship of Winnie the Pooh (2012) 

Timon & Pumbaa (2011-2012) 


e Trulli Tales (1 December 2017 - 1 September 2019) 
e What Shall We Do Today? (2010-2012) 

e Willo the Wisp 

e Where Is Warehouse Mouse?(2009-2010) 

e Whisker Haven Tales with the Palace Pets 
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Disney XD 


Launched 19 October 1996; 23 years ago (as 
Fox Kids) 
1 January 2005; 14 years ago (as 
Jetix) 
31 August 2009; 10 years ago (as 
Disney XD) 


Owned by Disney Channels Worldwide 
The Walt Disney Company Limited 
(Walt Disney Direct-to-Consumer & 


International) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.02% 


0.01% (+1) (November 2018, BARB) 


Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Headquarters Hammersmith, London 


| Formerly called Fox Kids Network 


(1996-1998) 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Sky (UK & 


Ireland) 


Virgin Media 


WightFibre 


TalkTalk Plus 


TV 


BT 


Plusnet 


Fox Kids 
(1998-2004) 
Jetix 


(2005-2009) 


Disney Channel 


Disney Junior 


Disney XD +1 


disney.co.uk/disney-xd 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 611 (HD) 
Channel 612 (+1) 
Channel 645 (SD) 


Cable 


Channel 707 


Channel 111 


IPTV 


Channel 482 


Channel 482 


On-demand 


Channel 482 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere 


Disney XD (formerly Fox Kids and Jetix) is a British pay television kids channel, with 
programming aimed at children aged 6-15 years old. Launched as Fox Kids, it 
orientated from the United States, and was owned by Fox Television Entertainment, 
before rebranding itself to Jetix in 2005.4241 The British version of Fox Kids was the first 
European variant before being expanded to other European countries during the late 
1990s. 


History[edit] 
Fox KidS[edit] 


Fox Kids launched the British version of its channel on 19 October 1996, broadcasting 
between the hours of 06:00 and 19:00. This was the first Fox Kids channel to launch in 
Europe and the second channel to launch under the name overall after 

the Australian feed. Fox Kids time-shared originally with Sky 2 and later National 
Geographic Channel, before extending its hours to 10 pm. The channel consisted of live- 
action and animated comedy, drama and action-adventure programmes for children of 
all ages, Fox Kids also programmed up to seven hours of commercial-free educational 
series each week! 


"Our tremendous success in the U.S. is a testament to the fact that Fox Kids' unique and innovative 
programming and branding formula appeals to children. The strong performance of Fox Kids 

and Saban International's series currently broadcast in the UK indicates both a tremendous interest in - 
and an exceptional opportunity for - our unique brand of children's entertainment. We have an 
opportunity to expose an entirely new audience to the excitement of Fox Kids Networks around the 
world." " The channel will be the exclusive, first-run home for many episodes of the most popular 
children's series from its U.S. channel, including "Goosebumps", the top-rated U.S. children's 
programme, "Casper", the No. 1 new animated series for kids in the U.S. and the long-running U.S. hit, 
"The X-Men". Fox Kids Network also will feature programmes from Saban's extensive library of 
international children's titles." 


Margaret Loesch, President, Fox Kids Networks Worldwide“! 


In early 2001, the channel claimed one million children watched the channel every 
week. The channel also restructured its operations into two divisions, content and 
commercial. In July 2001, Disney acquired Fox Family Worldwide from News 

Corp and Haim Saban, which give Disney 76% ownership of Fox Kids Europe, which 
included the British operations. On 3 November 2003, the channel began broadcasting 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 


Jetix[edit] 


In January 2004, Fox Kids International announced plans to rename its operations 
to Jetix, a unique name which implied action and adventure. On 3 April, the transition 
started with a Jetix-branded block operating every day from 3pm to 7pm, In 


September 2004, the block become part of the morning line-up, between the hours of 7 
amand9am. 


On 9 September, A monthly Jetix Magazine was launched as part of the rebrand, 
produced under licence by Future Publishing. The magazine, aimed at boys ages six to 
eleven, contained covered a wide aspect of content including news, interviews, music 
and sports. Ronnie Cook, managing director at JCP, added: "We're excited to be able to 
offer this new UK title for kids. The Jetix Magazine will also provide us with a crucial 
marketing tool for upcoming channel activity, "n2121 


On 1 January 2005, the channel was fully relaunched as Jetix. Cinema advertising 
campaign produced in house was instigated to help promote the rebrand, Jetix UK 
marketing director Allan Stenhouse says: "Cinema is a fast-paced, action-packed 
environment where both the quality of visual and audio communication enables us to 
excite children about Jetix."22! Shortly after the rebranding, a new early-evening block 
was introduced named "Jetix Max". The Jetix Max slot included such shows 

as W.I.T.C.H., Totally Spies, Martin Mystery, Funky Cops, Power Rangers, PXG and Black 
Hole High. The Jetix Max slot was dropped in June 2006, although it remained on other 
Jetix channels around Europe. Ictater needed 


In September 2007, the channel signed a deal with Sky and Virgin to allow its content to 
be used on their video on demand services. Jetix UK and Nordic managing director Boel 
Ferguson said, "We are excited about securing these deals and continue to pursue 
distribution opportunities to make Jetix programming even more accessible to 
consumers". Further enhancement occurred in November 2007, when its online website 
started to include video clips of its programmes.“ 


Disney XD[edit] 


Logo used from 2009-2016. 


In December 2008, Disney bought out the remaining 26% share in Jetix to acquire full 
ownership of the company.2228 Within six months Disney relaunched the channel as 
Disney XD, in the U.S., followed by relaunch in the UK on 31 August 2009, replacing 
Jetix. On 12 August 2009, the Jetix on-screen logo was removed and replaced with the 
Disney XD logo counting down the days to the launch.#2#24281 Disney XD is aimed towards 
boys aged 6 to 142922 with Disney Channel focusing more toward girls. 


The channel has expanded to include live-action films and sports coverage developed in 
collaboration with ESPN?! The channel launched the original series Aaron Stone, 
animated series Phineas and Ferb and the live-action series The Suite Life of Zack & 
Cody. The channel continued to air shows that previously aired on Jetix, such 

as Pokémon: Diamond and Pearl: Battle Dimension, Jimmy Two-Shoes, Kid vs. 

Kat, American Dragon: Jake Long and Phil of the Future. 


Pop-up channels[edit] 


Since 2017, the timeshift channel of Disney XD has occasionally been replaced by pop- 
up temporary channels which last a month. 


e Spider-Man: In July 2017, the channel was known as "Spider-Man Channel". !22! 

e Mickey and Pals: On 4 September 2017, the channel was temporarily rebranded as 
"Mickey and Pals", which aired various programming from Disney Junior. 2a 

e Avengers: On 1 April 2018, the channel was temporarily rebranded as Avengers 
channel, airing non-stop Avengers Assemble throughout the month as well as 
exclusive content to promote the release of Avengers: Infinity War. lt reverted on 30 
April 2018.23 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Disney XD (UK and Ireland) 


Disney XD HD[edit] 


Disney XD HD, a high-definition simulcast of Disney XD, launched on Sky channel 633 
on 18 October 2010 in the UK.“ The channel broadcasts HD versions of Disney XD's 
popular live action shows and animated programmes, such as Phineas and Ferb, I'm in 
the Band, Kick Buttowski: Suburban Daredevil and Zeke and Luther. This marks Sky's 
fiftieth HD channel, meeting Sky's HD channel target of 50 HD channels by Christmas 
2010.25 


Launch events[edit] 
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Disney XD launched with a large launch campaign. Four launch initiatives were 
designed to introduce Disney XD to children in the UK: 


Beach Soccer[edit] 


In 2009, Beach Soccer was a joint initiative between England Beach Soccer and Disney 
XD, holding Beach Soccer Roadshows across central and Southern England. An artificial 
beach was built in each of the five locations: Portsmouth, Nottingham, Minehead, Hyde, 
(Greater Manchester) culminating in a Beach Soccer final on Oxford Street, London on 
Saturday 29 August 2009.2622 In 2012, the event came to Sunderland. 


Dance with Diversity[edit] 


Britain's Got Talent winners Diversity helped to launch Disney XD by accepting a 
challenge to teach 100 young street dancers a one-off routine and then perform it in 
front of the crowds in Covent Garden. Diversity were given just a few days to teach the 
100 young dancers the routine and how to perform it all together. Disney XD set the 
challenge to Diversity to help inspire kids to learn new activities. The challenge was 
documented in the programme Disney XD Challenge: Diversity, which aired on Disney 
XD in September 2009. 


Skate Britain[edit] 


British skateboarding legend, Pete King, skated his way across the UK to help get kids 
out and skateboarding as part of the launch of Disney XD. 


From Land's End to John O'Groats, Pete King kick-flipped and tail-slid through the UK 
executing daredevil tricks while conducting master classes for kids looking to become 
the next British skateboarding stars. Pete's challenge was part of a series of challenges 
which Disney XD set for UK personalities to help inspire kids to try new activities. 
Viewers were able to watch the highlights of Pete's journey on Disney XD in October 
2009.2% 


World record attempt[edit] 


Friday 28 August saw history being made as 250 children came together to form a giant 
'human joystick' to set the new world record for the biggest ever game of virtual keepy- 
uppy, with former England and Liverpool F.C. football star and gaming fan, Jamie 
Redknapp, led the bid to enter the Guinness Book of World Records. !221!301 


See also[edit] 


e List of programmes broadcast by Disney XD (UK and Ireland) 
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This is a list of programmes shown on Disney XD in the UK and Ireland. It does not 
include those shown only on Disney Channel, Disney Junior and previously Disney 
Cinemagic and Toon Disney. 


Current programmingledit] 


Acquired from Disney XD (U.S.)[edit] 


e Big City Greens (18 June 2018 - present) 

e Big Hero 6 (30 November 2017 - present) 

e DuckTales (4 November 2017 - present) 

e Marvel's Spider-Man (July 2017 - present) 

e Milo Murphy's Law (September 18, 2017 - present) 2241 
e Star Wars Resistance (2018 - present) 

e Starvs. the Forces of Evil (2015 - present) 


Reruns[edit] 


e Gravity Falls (September 7, 2012 - present) 

e Lab Rats (April 19, 2012 - present) 

e Mighty Med (5 April 2014 - 2016) February 2019 - present 

e Phineas and Ferb (September 2009 - present) 

e Randy Cunningham: 9th Grade Ninja (October 4, 2012 - present) 


Other acquired series[edit] 


e Boyster (2014 - present) 
e Disney 11 (June 5, 2018 - present) 


Reruns[edit] 


e Dude, That's My Ghost! (2 February 2013 - present) 
e Counterfeit Cat 


Former programming[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
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Ireland - news = newspapers * books * scholar * JSTOR (October 
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e ;Mucha Lucha! 

e The 7D 

e Aaron Stone 

e The Adventures of Sam & Max: Freelance Police 
e A.T.O.M. 

e Ace Ventura: Pet Detective 

e Action Man 

e American Dragon 

e Angry Birds Stella 

e Atomic Puppet 


The Avengers: United They Stand 
Bad Dog 

Beast Wars 

Big Bad Beetleborgs 

The Big Garage 

Big Wolf On Campus 

Biker Mice from Mars 


Billy Dilley's Super-Duper Subterranean Summer 


Billy the Cat 
Black Hole High 


Bobby's World 
Bobobo-bo Bo-bobo 
Bomberman Jetters 
Braceface 

Breaker High 

C Bear and Jamal 
Camp Candy 

Camp Lakebottom 
Captain Flamingo 
Care Bears (DIC episodes only) 
Cars Toons 

Chaotic 

Combo Niños 

Crash and Bernstein 
Dark Oracle 

Delfy and His Friends 
Dennis & Gnasher 
Dennis the Menace 
Di-Gata Defenders 
Diabolik 

Digimon: Digital Monsters 
Dinosaur King 


Diplodos 
Donkey Kong Country 


Dude, That's My Ghost! (2 February 2013 - 2019) 


Eagle Riders 

Eek! The Cat 

Eerie, Indiana 

Escaflowne 

Fantastic Four 

Fish Hooks 

Flint the Time Detective 

Fort Boyard: Ultimate Challenge 
The Foxbusters 

Funky Cops 


Gamer's Guide to Pretty Much Everything 
G.I. Joe: A Real American Hero 


Gadget and the Gadgetinis 


Gadget Boy 
Galactik Football 


Get Ed 

Gogs 
Goosebumps 
Grossology 


Guardians of the Galaxy 
Gulliver's Travels 


Hamtaro 

Heathcliff 

Heavy Gear 

Hello Kitty's Paradise 

The Hot Rod Dogs and Cool Car Cats 
Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H. 
Huntik 

I'm In The Band 

laggy Arbuckle 

Inazuma Eleven 

Incredible Hulk 

Inspector Gadget 

lron Man 

lron Man: Armoured Adventures 
Iznogoud 

Japanizi: Going, Going, Gong! 
Jackie Chan Adventures 

Jacob Two-Two 

Jayce and the Wheeled Warriors 


Jellikins 


Jimmy Two-Shoes (also on CITV's Toonattik block) 


Jin Jin and the Panda Patrol 
Jungle Tales 


K.C. Undercover 


Kick Buttowski: Suburban Daredevil (2010 - 2014) 


Kickin! It 

Kid vs. Kat 

The Kids from Room 402 

Lab Rats: Elite Force 

Lego Star Wars: The Freemaker Adventures 
Star Wars: All-Stars 

Lockie Leonard 

Lucky Luke 

Marvel's Avengers Assemble (2014 - 2019) 
M.A.S.K. 

MacDonald's Farm 

Mad Jack the Pirate 

Magi-Nation 

Martin Mystery 

The Marvel Action Hour 


Masked Rider 

Mech-X4 

Medabots 

Mega Awesome Super Hacks 
MegaMan: NT Warrior 

Mickey Mouse 

Mon Colle Knights 

Monster Buster Club 

Monster Rancher 

Monster Warriors 

Mortal Kombat: Defenders of the Realm 
Moville Mysteries 

My Babysitter's A Vampire 
Mystic Knights of Tir Na Nog 
Naruto 

NASCAR Racers 

The New Addams Family 

The New Woody Woodpecker Show 
Ninja Turtles: The Next Mutation 
Oban Star Racers 

Oggy and the Cockroaches 
Pac-Man and the Ghostly Adventures 
Packages from Planet X 

Pair of Kings 

Pecola 

Penn Zero: Part-Time Hero 
Pickle and Peanut 

Pig City 

Pokémon 

Power Rangers 

Princess Sissi 

Pucca 

PXG 

Rated A for Awesome 

Rayearth 

The Real Ghostbusters 

Right Now Kapow 


RoboCop 
RoboRoach 


Robot Wars 

Saban's Adventures of the Little Mermaid 
Saban's Adventures of Oliver Twist 
Saban's Adventures of Peter Pan 

Saber Rider and the Star Sheriffs 

Sailor Moon 

Samurai Pizza Cats 

The Secret Files of the Spy Dogs 

Shaman King 


Shin-Chan 

Ship to Shore 

Shuriken School' 

The Silver Surfer 

Silverhawks 

So Little Time 

Sonic X 

Spider-Man 

Spider-Man Unlimited 

Spider Woman 

The Spooktacular New Adventures of Casper 
Star Wars: Rebels 

Stoked 

The Super Mario Bros. Super Show! 
Super Pig 

Sooty's Amazing Adventures 
Super Robot Monkey Team Hyperforce Go! 
Sweet Valley High 

Team Galaxy 

Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
Teknoman 

The Terrible Thunderlizards 
Three Little Ghosts 

Thunderbirds Are Go 
ThunderCats 

The Tick 

Total Drama 

Totally Spies! 

Transformers: Robots in Disguise 
Ultimate Spider-Man 

Ulysses 31 (also on CBBC) 

Urban Vermin 

Viewtiful Joe 

VR Troopers 

Walk the Prank 


Walter Melon 
Wander Over Yonder 
What's With Andy? 
The Why Why Family 
W.1.T.C.H. 
Wunschpunsch 
X-Men 

Yin Yang Yo! 

The Zack Files 

Zeke and Luther 


See also[edit] 


e The Walt Disney Company 


e Jetix 
e Fox Kids 
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Disney Cinemagic 


Launched 16 March 2006; 13 years ago (UK) 


Closed 30 September 2019; 2 months 


ago (Germany) 


Disney Channels Worldwide 


Owned by 
The Walt Disney Company Limited!! 
(Disney Direct-to-Consumer and 
International) 

Picture 1080i HDTV 

format 

Audience 0.1% 

share ~0.0% (+1) (November 2011, BARB) 

Country Western Europe, Middle East and North 


Africa 


Headquarter United Kingdom 


s 
Replaced Toon Disney (UK, France and Spain) 
Sister Disney Channel 
channel(s) Disney XD 
Disney Junior 
Timeshift Disney Cinemagic +1 
service 
Website cinemagic.disney.de (closed) 


Disney Cinemagic was a European pay television network owned by Walt Disney 
Company Limited (UK) plus two programming blocks by Disney Channels Worldwide. 
21 It used to be broadcast on most countries in Western Europe; currently, formerly- 
branded Disney Cinemagic channels in France (Disney Cinema) and the United Kingdom 
and Ireland (Sky Movies Disney) are run by third parties which primarily airs films by 


the Walt Disney Studios. 


History[edit] 


Disney Cinemagic was launched in the UK and Ireland on 16 March 2006 on BSkyB's 
premium package. In November 2007, the France market version of Disney Cinemagic 
was launched." 


On 30 November 2008 at 8:30 PM, Disney Cinemagic HD debuted in France 
broadcasting on CANALSAT from 6am to lam daily! making the channel the first 


"children and family HDTV channel in a French market". In December 2008, Cinemagic 
HD channel was launched in the UK with programming in high definition with initial 
availability through Sky+ HD with a Sky Movies subscription. 


On 1 November 2012, Disney Cinemagic Portugal was replaced by Disney Junior,“ while 
its HD feed was rebranded as Disney Movies on Demand. 


On 28 March 2013, Cinemagic was replaced in the UK with Sky Movies Disney, a BSkyB 
premium channel, as part of a deal between BSkyB and Disney which allowed Sky UK to 
stream Disney movies on Sky's video on demand services.!9 In a similar move in 
Australia, Foxtel has launched Foxtel Movies Disney on 10 April 2014, along with Disney 
XD.24 


Disney Cinemagic in Spain closed on 1 January 2015, despite protest on Twitter to save 
the channel.22! Disney Cinemagic in France was replaced by Disney Cinema in May 
2015.23 Sky rebranded its Sky Movies channels to Sky Cinema, including its Disney 
channel, on 8 July 2016.24 Duplicating the Sky Movies Disney arrangement in the 

UK, Movistar+ launched Movistar Disney on 22 December 2017.15 


Disney Cinemagic along with all other international Disney Channels were transferred 


from Disney-ABC Television Group, half of Disney Media Networks segment, to Disney 
Direct-to-Consumer and International segment on 14 March 2018.24 


The final Disney Cinemagic channel, the Germany version, was replaced with Sky 
Cinema Special on 30 September 2019, thus bringing an end to the Cinemagic brand 
after 13 years, BU 


Versions[edit] 
Former Launc Replaceme Replac 
Market Name Type ly h date nt e date 
United I | 
Kingdom Cinemagic channel Toon 16 March | Sky Movies 28 March 
ea -eA Disney" | 200622 Disney 201344 
France, AARON POSSO Toon Septemb | Disney 8 May 
Belgium 9 Disney% | er 200724 | Cinema 2015 “31221 
Spain Cinemagic | channel toon 20084 discontinued 1 anuary 
Disney?! 201521 
Germany, | Cinemagic | channel July Sky Cinema 30 
Austria, 200924 Special 25 Septemb 
Luxembou er 2019 


Tvpe Former Launc 
yp ly h date 
Ne 
United 
Kingdom, 
Ireland 
Toon 
Disney +1 
Toon 
Disney +1 


channel, 
HD 


Cinemagic 
HD 


channel, 
timeshift 


Cinemagic 
+14 


Cinemagic 
+1 
Cinemagic 
+1 


Cinemagic 
HD 
Cinemagic 
HD 


Cinemagic 
HD 


Cinemagic 
HD 


channel, 


timeshift 
Ill 


France, 
Belgium 


France, 
Belgium 


United 
Kingdom, 
Ireland 


Portugal 


channel, 


timeshift! 
E] 


a 
channel, 
HD 
channel, 
HD” 
channel, 
HD 


channel 
HD 


October 
200828 


30 
Novembe 
r 20082! 


1 July 
201028 


Decembe 
r 20084 


1 January 
2009221 


Replaceme 
nt 


Sky Cinema 
Special HD25 


Disney 
Cinema +1 


Cinema 


Sky Movies 
Disney HD 


30 
Septemb 
er 2019 


28 March 
2013 


1 January 
2015221 


il 
Novembe 
r 2012 23 


8 May 
2015 Baz 


1 January 
201521 


28 March 
201320 


1 
Novembe 


Disney Movies 
on Demand 


Market Name Type Former Launc Replaceme Replac 


ly h date nt e date 
M202 en 
block, 
weekend 
Italy Cinemagic | s on Sky 
Cinema 
Family?” 
block, 
weekend 
. . s 19:00 
RA Cinemagic | CET on 
Disney 
Channel& 
0] 
Other channels[edit] 
Marke Launc Replaceme Replac 
t Name Type Formerly h date n e date 
United Sky 
Kingdom, | Cinema | channel | Cinemagic" eo Maren 
2013 
Ireland Disney! 
A Sky 
noi Cinema |channel, | Cinemagic 2013 
ga ' | Disney | HD HDs 
HD 
Foxtel : 3 
: STORE channel& 10 April Foxtel Movies 
Australia Movies | 5 5014 kae Novembe 


Disney r 2019 


Marke Launc Replaceme Replac 


t Name Type Formerly h date nt e date 
France, Disney | channel, | Cinemagic#! | 8 May 
Belgium |Cinema | HD DA 2015 
New Sky channel, 1 July Sky Movies aL 
Zealand | Movies | up 2015 Family ooa 
Disney 201984 
; 22 
Spain a A Decembe 
wishey r 2017 
Middle 
East and tall channel 1 March 
Movies 
North Dene HD221 2018 
Africa wisney 


See also[edit] 


e List of programmes broadcast by Disney Cinemagic 
e Foxtel Movies 


e Sky Cinema 
e OSN Movies 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:24<«¢e2f94 "Walt Disney Company Limited (The)". MAVISE. European 
Audiovisual Observatory. 

2. ^ Wendy Goldman Getzler (15 September 2011). "Marsh replaces Lightcap as Disney 
Channels Worldwide president". Brunico Communications Ltd. Retrieved 19 
December2013. 

3. ^ "Disney in £130m deal with Sky as ESPN launches in the UK". Campaign. 27 February 
2006. 

4. ^ Julian Clover (20 November 2008). "Disney Cinemagic HD launches in UK". Broadband 
TV News LLP. Retrieved 19 December 2013. 

5. ^ Jump up to:° * Andy Merrett (30 November 2007). "Disney Cinemagic HD launching in 
France tonight". Shiny Digital. Archived from the original on 16 January 2014. 

Retrieved 19 December 2013. 

6. ^ Steven Kim (2007). "Disney Cinemagic HD launches in France". AOL Inc. Retrieved 19 

December 2013. 


7. ^ Jump up to:? * Annemarie Moody (20 November 2008). "Disney Cinemagic to Launch in 
High Definition on Sky". AWN, Inc. Retrieved 19 December 2013. 

8. ^ Santos, Joaquim Pedro (6 October 2012). "DISNEY JUNIOR CHEGA A PORTUGAL EM 
NOVEMBRO". Retrieved 22 October 2018. 

9. ^ Ribeiro, Rui (18 October 2012). "Disney e ZON Lancam "Disney Movies On Demand"". 
Retrieved 22 October 2018. 

10. ^ Jump up to:24* 4 € Deans, Jason (21 February 2013). "Sky Movies Disney: new channel 
to show UK TV film premieres". The Guardian. Retrieved 14 March 2017. 

11. ^ Jump up to:2 4 Knox, David (24 February 2014). "Disney Movies, Disney XD join 
Foxtel". tvtonight.com.au. Retrieved 24 February 2014. 

12. Jump up to:2 £ € 4 Fernandez Gonzalez, Juan (16 December 2014). "Disney Cinemagic 
axed in Spain". Rapid TV News. Retrieved 8 May 2015. 

13. ^ Jump up to: ® € © "New Disney channel launches in France". TBI Vision. Retrieved 3 
September2015. 

14. * Jackson, Jasper (15 June 2016). "Sky Movies rebrand to feature one premiere a 
day". The Guardian. Retrieved 26 August 2016. 

15. ^ Jump up to: £: Fernandez Gonzalez, Juan (21 November 2017). "Telefonica, Disney 
consolidate partnership in Spain". Rapid TV News. Retrieved 5 February 2018. 

16. * Wang, Christine (14 March 2018). "Disney announces strategic reorganization, 
effective immediately". CNBC. Retrieved 14 March 2018. 

17. ^ Krieger, John (20 August 2019). "Disney cuts down Sky Deutschland 
offer". BroadbandTVNews. Retrieved 21 August 2019. 

18. ^ "ITV enters full U.K. kids mkt". Video Age International. 1 March 2006. Retrieved 5 
March 2014. 


19. ^ “Disney in £130m deal with Sky as ESPN launches in the UK". Campaign. 27 February 
2006. 


20. ^ "Disney Cinemagic le 4 septembre sur CanalSat (Vidéo)". Univers Freebox. 27 August 
2007. Retrieved 21 October 2018. 


21. ^ “CanalSat: launch a new Disney Channel in September". Boursier.com. 29 May 2007. 
Retrieved 27 March 2015. translation. 

22. ^ Jump up to: 24€ "Nouveau lancement chaine : Disney Cinéma". 28 April 2015. 
Archived from the original on 30 April 2015. Retrieved 29 April 2015. 

23. ^ "Cierra en España el canal de pago Disney Cinemagic". FormulaTV (in Spanish). 
Retrieved 5 February 2018. Translation. 

24. ^ "Disney Cinemagic to launch in Germany". Rapid TV News. 26 May 2009. Retrieved 8 
May 2015. 

25. ^ Jump up to:? # https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AjTPH7_Rp0 

26. ^ "ZON will launch Disney Cinemagic HD channel in January". Diário Digital. Pen 
Electronics. 16 December 2008. Retrieved 12 May 2015. 

27. ^ Jump up to:2 * “Disney Junior chega a Portugal em novembro". Espalha Factos. 6 
October 2012. Retrieved 12 May 2015. Translation: Disney Junior arrives in Portugal in 
November. 

28. ^ "Disney Cinemagic se incorpora en junio a la oferta de Digital+". Formula TV (in 
Spanish). 31 May 2010. Retrieved 10 April 2016. Disney Cinemagic is incorporated in 
June to supply Digital + 

29. ^ "Disney Cinemagic - Tutti i week end su Sky Cinema Family". Sky Mag. Sky Italy. 
Retrieved 5 August 2014. 

30. * “Disney Channel Sweden - DISNEY CINEMAGIC BLOCK - Premiere Promo". Youtube.com. 
28 February 2011. Retrieved 5 August 2014. 

31. “TV Channel: Sky Movies Disney HD". MAVISE. European Audiovisual Observatory. 

32. ^ Sky (2 November 2019). "(2/4) Disney movie titles across various Sky Movies channels, 
Neon, and Sky Box Office well into 2020. From 1 November Sky Movies Family will 
replace Sky Movies Disney, channel 36". @SKYNZ. Retrieved 15 November 2019. 

33. ^ "OSN adds Disney movies channel in UAE". GulfNews. Al Nisr Publishing. 26 February 
2018. Retrieved 26 February 2018. 


External links[edit] 


e cinemagic.disney.de 


e Sky Cinema Disney, UK channel 
e Foxtel Movies Disney, Australia channel 


e Disney Cinema, French and Belgium channel 


Toon Disney 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Toon Disney 


Toon Disney's final logo, starting from September 2005 - 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Slogan 


February 2009 
April 18, 1998; 21 years ago 
March 2006; 13 years ago (UK) 
February 13, 2009; 10 years ago (US) 


2011; 8 years ago (Italy) 


Disney Channels Worldwide 


Built From The Best Toons (1998- 
2004) 


Country United States 


Language English 


Headquarters Burbank, California, US 


Replaced by Disney XD (US) 


Disney Cinemagic (Europe) 


Sister Disney Channel 
channel(s) Playhouse Disney 
Timeshift Toon Disney +1 (Europe) 
service 


Toon Disney was a international pay television channel which was owned by 

the Disney Channels Worldwide, a subsidiary of Disney-ABC Television Group. A spin-off 
of the Disney Channel, the channel mostly aired children's animated series and 

some live action programming. Its format had similarities to those of Discovery 

Kids, Cartoon Network, and Nicktoons. The channel's target audience was children ages 
2-12, and children ages 7-14 during its nighttime block called Jetix. The US version of 
Toon Disney shut down on February 13, 2009, after nearly 11 years, and was succeeded 
by Disney XD, which has carried some programs previously seen on Toon Disney. The 
final channel bearing the Toon Disney moniker was in Italy, and was discontinued in 
2011.2 


History[edit] 


Toon Disney was launched at noon Eastern Time on April 18, 1998, in honor of Disney 
Channel's 15th anniversary by Disney/ABC Networks on digital tiers of DirecTV, Marcus 
Cable and EchoStar. The first show aired on the network was The Sorcerer's 

Apprentice (1940) and other Mickey Mouse shorts. At 7 PM that day, its nighttime block, 
"The Magical World of Toons", was launched. In the next five months, Toon Disney 
furthered its programming to cable subscribers such as Americast. At its launch, the 
channel shared half of its assigned series with the Disney Channel. The channel had no 
advertising until its viewership reached a set number.® On January 31, 1999, the first 
annual Pumbaa Bowl was broadcast." 


By September 2000, the channel was expected to reach 20 million subscribers, and 
thus, would start showing advertising. Ad sales would be handled by Disney Kids 
Network.® In the Fall of 2000, Disney launched its first overseas Toon Disney channel in 
the United Kingdom. 


In June 2001, Toon Disney US launched its "Most Animated Kid Search". The Santa Claus 
Brothers had its world premiere on the channel in December. In September 2002, 


eight new shows joined the line-up as part of Toon Disney's fall schedule. In 
commemoration of the network's fifth anniversary in April 2003, the channel held a 
"Toon Disney's Magical Adventure Sweepstakes" in which three winners along with 3 
family members each won a trip to Disneyland Resort to see Disney's Aladdin: A Musical 
Spectacular. 


On February 14, 2004, the Jetix programming block began on Toon Disney and ABC 
Family as a part of the Jetix programming alliance of ABC Networks Group, Fox Kids 
Europe and Fox Kids Latin America.!81 The block consisted of the entire acquired Fox- 
Kids/Saban Entertainment action library as the result of a bulk buy-out by The Walt 
Disney Company in summer 2001, as well as some original programming. Some shows, 
like The Legend of Tarzan, aired under both the Toon Disney and Jetix monikers. The UK 
channel switched over to Disney Cinemagic in March 2006.24 


In 2004, 4 new markets added a Toon Disney channel with three in Europe with 
Germany also adding a time shift channel.2 In December, Walt Disney Television 
International India launched a Toon Disney channel with three language audio tracks 
(English, Tamil and Telugu)®! at the same time as it debuted along with Disney Channel 
on Star TV.22 In 2005, a Toon Disney channel was launched for the Nordic countries, as 
well as! another one for Japan.” A Hindi-language audio track was introduced on Toon 
Disney in India on September 1, 2005.24 


The Toon Disney/Big Movie Show premiere of The Polar Express on December 22, 2006 
was the channel's highest prime time rating with 1.35 million viewers. On January 27, 
2007, Toon Disney launched its weekend afternoon programming block called "The 
Great Toon Weekend," 


In February 2009, Toon Disney US switched over to the Disney XD format and name. 

ua Some shows that were formerly on Toon Disney US began airing on Disney XD US. 
Except for Toon Disney Arab, Toon Disney and Jetix were succeeded by September 2009 
with Disney XD or the Disney Channel.24 


Blocks[edit] 


e The Big Movie Show is an afternoon block of movies started in November 2004." 

e Jetix was a block using programming from the Saban/Marvel library held by ABC 
Family Worldwide and additional original programming launched on February 14, 
2004 with the block having 12 hours of weekly prime time programming to start. 8%% 
u By the time of Toon Disney's dissolution in February 2009, Jetix had taken up 
more than half of the network's programming schedule, airing for 12 hours on 
weekdays and 19 hours on weekends. 

e The Magical World of Toons was Toon Disney's prime time block upon the launch 
of the channel. During the week, shorts and series showcasing Disney characters 
such as Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Timon & Pumbaa, Hercules, 

Aladdin, Doug and Pepper Ann. The block's weekend consisted of animated features, 
mostly of those created for the home video market, like The Return of Jafar and The 
Brave Little Toaster Goes to Mars, as well as some theatrical releases including A 
Goofy Movie, Alice in Wonderland and The Brave Little Toaster. (1998-2001) 

e Princess Power Hour was a block featuring Disney Princesses Jasmine and Ariel in 
showcasing episodes of A/addin and The Little Mermaid. (2000-?2%) 

e Chillin' With The Villains ran on Sundays with a mini-marathon featuring a villain. 
(2000-722) 


The Great Toon Weekend (GTW) was its weekend afternoon programming block 


for Saturday and Sunday starting at noon of seven hours of programming a day 
beginning on January 27, 2007. The Great Toon Weekend started off with a two-hour 
movie under the banner of "Big Movie Show" followed by five hours of back-to-back 
episodes of the following shows: A/addin, Timon & Pumbaa, Buzz Lightyear of Star 

Command, The Emperor's New School and Lilo & Stitch.“ 


International versions[edit] 


Market 


United States 


Japan 


United Kingdom 
and Ireland 


India 


Vietnam 


France 


Germany 


Type 


channel 


channel 


channel 


channel 


block 
on HIV7 


channel 


channel 


+1 timeshift 
service 


Launch date 


April 18, 19982 


December 
200513 


September 29, 
20008 


December 17, 
2004/221231 


February 
200724 


November 2, 
2002 


November 
2004251 


2004 


Replaced 
by 


Disney XD 


Disney XD 


Disney 
Cinemagic 


Disney XD 


Disney 
Cinemagic 


Disney 
Cinemagic +1 


Hangin’ with the Heroes began in January 2002 was a weekend block consisting 
of two hours of Aladdin, Hercules and Gargoyles." 


Replaced 
by date 


February 13, 
2009241 


August 200924 


March 200622 


November 14, 
200923 


20072! 


October 14, 
20112! 


201028 


Replaced Replaced 


Market Type Launch date by by date 
Italy channel 2004 discontinued 20112 
Italy a 2000 discontinued | 20112 
Scandinavia channel 2005 Disney XD 20092 
Pan aaa e anes 
Arab World channel22 


See also[edit] 


e List of programs broadcast by Toon Disney 
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Jetix | 


wE TIX 


Launched 14 February 2004; 15 years ago 


Closed 10 August 2010; 9 years ago 
Owned by ABC Cable Networks Group (North 
America) 
Jetix Latin America 
Jetix Europe N.V. (Europe/Middle East) 
Slogan Upgrading to the Next Level! (US) 


Lo que ya veias, más lo que querías 
ver (Latin America) 


La télé puissance X (France) 


Broadcast Worldwide 


area 


Replaced Fox Kids (Europe/Latin America) 


Replaced by Disney XD or Disney Channel 


(see table) 


Sister Jetix Play (Europe, Middle East and North 
channel(s) Africa) 

GXT (Italy) 

K2 (Italy) 


Timeshift Jetix +1 (United Kingdom and Italy) 


service 


Jetix is a former worldwide children's television network owned by Jetix Europe, Jetix 


Latin America and ABC Cable Networks Group (The Walt Disney Company). The Jetix 
brand was used for children's blocks and channels featuring action and adventure- 


related programming, most of which had previously aired on Fox Kids, as well as some 
original programming. 


In the United States, the block aired on Toon Disney (from 2004-2009) and on ABC 
Family (from 2004-2006). The Jetix brand, alongside Toon Disney, were eventually 
retired and both rebranded as Disney XD" in 2009, or Disney Channel in certain 
European countries, 22! in accordance with The Walt Disney Company's focus on its 
Disney, ABC, and ESPN brands.“ The last remaining Jetix channel, in Russia, was 
rebranded as Disney Channel on August 10, 2010. 


History[edit] 


In January 2004, Fox Kids Europe, Fox Kids Latin America and ABC Cable Networks 
Group agreed to rename its then current operations under a single umbrella 

name Jetix, which helped strengthen its then operations into a single force. The Jetix 
name was applied to its programming blocks which aired on ABC Family and Toon 
Disney, its television channels in Europe and Latin America, along with its programme 
library and merchandising.!8! 


The Jetix name was chosen after the company conducted international research 
specifically with a number of children focus groups. Many of the children picked the 
name as it implied action and adventure, and the company was able to use the name 
internationally due to its ambiguity. Bruce Steinberg, chairman and chief executive 
officer of Fox Kids Europe, said that Jetix would help strengthen Fox Kids Europe's 
partnership with Disney while building new alliances to continue to successfully 
leverage its programming library and distribution 819 


On February 14, 2004, Toon Disney and ABC Family launched their Jetix blocks with Jetix 
Cards Live, the world's first concurrently online and television trading card game," with 
Toon Disney having 12 hours of weekly prime time programming to start and ABC 
Family with 2 hours weekday and 4 hour on weekends all in the morning.24. In fall 2004 
with the addition of three new shows, Toon Disney's U.S. block was expanded to 16 
hours.Al 


After Jetix Europe was purchased by Disney in December 2008, they announced that all 
Jetix operations would be replaced with a Disney branded channel. In the United States, 
Toon Disney and Jetix were merged to form Disney XD in February 2009. The rest of the 
Jetix channels were either merged with Toon Disney to create Disney XD or were 
replaced with Disney XD or Disney Channel, depending on the region, !etaton needed 


Jetix Europel[edit] 
Jetix Europe N.V. 
Formerly Fox Kids Europe N.V. (1996-2004) 


Former type Private 
Naamloze Vennootschap 
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Jetix Europe N.V. (formerly known as Fox Kids Europe N.V.) was a television 
broadcasting company based in the Netherlands that ran children's oriented channels 
and programming blocks across the European and Middle East markets. 


History[edit] 


Fox Kids Europe was founded when the first International Fox Kids channel launched in 
the United Kingdom in October 1996. The company became a publicly traded company 
in November 1999 with Fox Family Worldwide holding a 75.7% majority stake and the 
other 24.3% being listed on Euronext. By then, Fox Kids Europe had launched 6 different 
channel feeds: United Kingdom, Netherlands, France, Poland, Scandinavia and Spain. 


In 2000, 5 additional Fox Kids feeds launched: Russia and ex-Soviet 

countries, Italy, Turkey, Germany, Hungary and the Middle East. These launches made 
Fox Kids the only children's entertainment company with a local channel in every major 
European market. 


In February 2001, a Fox Kids feed was launched in Israel, while the Hungarian feed was 
extended to Czechia and Slovakia, while launching in Russia as a programming block 
on free-to-air channel Ren TV. In June 2001 Fox Kids Europe announced that the Fox 
Kids brand had become the most widely distributed children's channel in Europe and 
the Middle East, reaching 24.9 million households and broadcasting in 54 countries via 
11 channel feeds in 16 languages. 


In October 2001, Fox Kids Europe's major owner Fox Family Worldwide was purchased 
by The Walt Disney Company and renamed ABC Family Worldwide Inc." K2 started out 
as a syndicated block for several local stations in Italy. 


In November 2001, a Greek service was launched with limited 13 hours following a 2- 
hour block launched in October.2# 


In December 2002, the company signed with BMG Europe for two Fox Kids Hits music 
compilation albums per year for 10 European markets.24 


In July 2003, Fox Kids Europe launched a VOD channel on Telewest titled Fox Kids 
Play. “8 The name was eventually used for a sister channel under the same name, which 
first launched in Central, Eastern Europe and Turkey in October 2003. 


By 2003, Fox Kids Europe had extended to 34.8 million households in 57 countries via 
12 channel feeds in 17 languages. 


During the Jetix rebranding, Fox Kids channels across Europe started to introduce Jetix 
branded blocks. The UK feed added the Jetix block in April. Fox Kids blocks across the 
worlds started to change over in April and the first channel in France was changed over 
in August 2004.22 Fox Kids Europe N.V. changed its legal name to Jetix Europe N.V. on 
July 14, 2004.2% 


In May 2005, Jetix Europe subsidiary Jetix Italia launched a male teen channel 
called GXT on Sky Italia?! 


SIP Animation co-produced a few animated series with Jetix Europe during the 2000s.22 
[23] 


In 2008, Jetix Europe licensed out Jetix France to The Walt Disney Company France and 
Disney-ABC-ESPN Television became its channel distribution partner.24 In February 


2008, Jetix Europe was in talks to join affiliated companies, Disney Channel Europe, 
ESPN Europe and Disney-ABC International Television (DAIT), in their combined 
distribution sales unit.2 In June, Jetix Europe agreed to have DAIT take over distribution 
sales for all channels across Europe, the Middle East and Africa.22 In November, the 
Central and Eastern European channel team won gold in the U.K. Promax Awards for 
Jetix Max idents. 


On December 8, 2008, Disney made an agreement to increase ownership in Jetix 
Europe to 96%, with intentions to purchase the remainder and have Jetix Europe 
delisted from the Euronext Amsterdam exchange. In 2009, K2 became a TV channel. 
451 With full Disney control over Jetix Europe, Disney indicated in February 2009 that 
Jetix blocks and channels would be switched over to Disney branding starting with the 
Jetix France channel with Disney XD on April 1, 2009. Jetix Italy management agreed to 
purchase the Jetix Italy company, renamed as Switchover Media, GXT and K2 from Jetix 
Europe in July 2009 while managing the Jetix Italy channel unit it re-brands as Disney 
XD in the fall.i2829 The final Jetix channel to switch over to Disney XD was the Dutch 
version on January 1, 2010,5% while the last Jetix channel to close was the Russian 
version, which was rebranded as Disney Channel. The Jetix Play channels soon followed 
suit in 2010/2011, being replaced with Playhouse Disney.@ Jetix Europe remained 
dormant until the Disney/Fox merger in 2019, when its remaining assets were dispersed 
to other Disney units. 
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Jetix Play[edit] 


Jetix Play 


wE TIX x 


HRAS 


Launched January 2001 (CEE) 
November 2001 (MENA) 
November 2003 (Poland) 


Closed August 1, 2010 (Poland) 
September 1, 2010 (Turkey) 
March 12, 2011 (Romania/MENA) 
Mid 2011 (CEE) 


Owned by Jetix Europe 


Replaced by Playhouse Disney 


Sister channel(s) Jetix 


Website jetixplay.tv (closed) 


Jetix Play was a sister channel to Jetix that was shown in various European countries. 
The channel originally launched in January 2001 as Fox Kids Play in most CEE regions. 


Jetix Play was aimed at a younger audience than the main Jetix channel and showed 
mainly classic animated cartoons and animated television series from the Saban 
Entertainment catalogue as well as other programs owned by ABC Family Worldwide 
and Fox Kids Europe/Jetix Europe, as well as some DIC Entertainment shows. The 
channel had three different feeds for Central & Eastern Europe, Middle East and North 
Africa (Also including Turkey) and Poland. 


In July 2003, Fox Kids Europe launched an unrelated VOD channel on Telewest under 
the Fox Kids Play brand.!8 The service extended to Sky in March 2004. 


After Jetix Europe's purchase from Disney, they planned to rebrand the service after 
Jetix's rebranding into Disney XD or Disney Channel. The CEE and Polish feeds were 
closed down on August 1, 2010! The channel closed in Turkey on September 1, 
2010” and was lastly closed in Romania and the remaining MENA Regions in 2011. 
eu The channel was replaced with Playhouse Disney/Disney Junior in all regions apart 
from Russia, as Playhouse Disney wasn't licensed to air in the country at the time. 


MRS 


Fox Kids Play original logo (2001-05) 


Logosl[edit] 


The Jetix Play original logo (2005-07) 


Programming[edit] 
Further information: List of programs broadcast by Jetix 


Jetix owned the Saban Entertainment library which included shows from Marvel 
Productions.) 


Jetix Animation Concepts, also Jetix Concepts Animation, was a brand used for 
animation co-produced by and for the Jetix global group by the American partner, ABC 
Cable Networks Group.22 


Magazine[edit] 


In the U.K., Future plc published the official Jetix Magazine. Published every four weeks, 
it featured puzzles and features based on the channel's shows. The magazine also came 
with a free DVD featuring shows from the channel. 


In other countries, including Bulgaria, the Netherlands”! and Romania, similar Jetix 
magazines were also produced. 


Jetix Magazine was launched in early September 2004 by Jetix Consumer Products and 
Future Publishing.” Cavan Scott was the magazine's initial editor. 


With the purchase of the remaining Jetix Europe shares by The Walt Disney Company 
and the change over of the channels to a Disney branded channel, Future renamed the 
magazine to Nitro!, to become an independent magazine with the same general focus.” 


Kids Cupl[edit] 


The Jetix Kids Cup was an association football tournament in which kids from 16 
countries competed to "promote fair play, sportsmanship and cultural exchange". 


See also[edit] 


e List of Disney TV programming blocks 


e List of programmes broadcast by Disney XD in the UK & Ireland 
e List of programs broadcast by Fox Kids 


e List of programs broadcast by Jetix 
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Crime & Investigation 


CRIME- 
INVESTI 
GATION 


Launched 10 July 2006; 13 years ago 
Owned by A&E Networks UK (A&E 
Networks/Sky) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share UK: 
0.18% 
0.05% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast area Benelux, Central Europe & Eastern 
Europe, Iberian Peninsula, Ireland, 
Italy, United Kingdom, Africa, 
Middle East 


Sister channel(s) Blaze 
History 
H2 


Lifetime 


Timeshift service Crime & Investigation +1 


Website www.crimeandinvestigation.eu 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 156 (SD/HD) 
(UK & Ireland) Channel 256 (+1) 


Channel 835 (SD) 


Joyne Channel 35 


(Netherlands) 


OSN (MENA) Channel 506 (HD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 209 (HD) 
Channel 222 (+1) 


On Demand 


Virgin Channel 225 (HD) 


Media (Ireland) 


Ziggo (Netherland Channel 122 


s) 


UPC Romania Channel 305 


Caiway (Netherlan Channel 108 


ds) 


DELTA (Netherland Channel 313 


s) 


Kabel Channel 261 
Noord (Netherland 


s) 


IPTV 


BT TV (UK) Channel 328 
Channel 380 (HD) 


TalkTalk TV (UK) Channel 328 


Plusnet (UK) Channel 328 
Channel 380 (HD) 


eir Vision (Ireland) Channel 553 


Channel 555 (HD) 


KPN (Netherlands) Channel 82 


T-Mobile (Netherla Channel 90 


nds) 
Streaming media 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 
subscription required) 
Sky Go Sky (UK & Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Virgin Media (UK only) 
Anywhere 
BT TV BT TV (UK only) 
Everywhere 
Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 


GO (Netherlands) 


Crime & Investigation (stylized as Crime + Investigation) is a pan-European 
television channel based in the United Kingdom, owned by A&E Networks UK (a joint 
venture of A&E Networks and Sky). The channel primarily broadcasts true 

crime programming, and is a European version of the U.S. network of the same name. 


TVT Media is responsible for the signal distribution across mainland Europe,“ and local 
subsidiaries of A&E Networks are the distribution representatives across Europe, except 
for Spain and Portugal. In Spain, it is named Crimen + Investigación and in Portugal, it is 
named Crime + Investigation and it is operated by AMC Networks International 
Southern Europe. The Portuguese version also airs in Portuguese-speaking African 
countries (Angola, Cape Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and Sào 
Tomé and Principe). 


Its programming is mainly in English and locally subtitled or dubbed. It is available 
through numerous satellite, cable, terrestrial and IPTV distributors across Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa. 


Historyledit] 


A high definition version launched on Sky (UK and Ireland) on 5 November 2008. 

BI Crime+Investigation HD originally operated on a separate schedule to the standard 
definition channel and timeshared with Bio. HD.” On 3 July 2012, Bio. HD closed to allow 
Crime + Investigation HD to broadcast 24 hours a day, simulcasting the standard 
definition channel. 


A one-hour timeshift channel named CI +1 launched on Sky UK on 2 March 2009. Since 
rebranding in January 2017 this has been named Crime+Investigation +1 and is on 
Sky channel 256. 


The channel launched in the Netherlands in July 2011. Followed by Romania 
through UPC Romania on 2 September 2013 and Italy through Sky Italia on 17 
December 2013. [citation needed] 


The network launched on BT TV on 15 August 2013 and TalkTalk in the UK on 28 August 
2014. It is on the Entertainment Extra Boost along with History. !#ion needed 


The HD channel launched on Virgin Media channel 222 in the UK on 21 July 2018. At the 
same time, the timeshift channel also launched on there on channel 224, tatation needed 


On 6 November 2018, the European Commission ordered A&E Networks UK to divest its 
factual channels, as a condition of Disney's acquisition of 21st Century Fox." 


As of November 1st, 2019 the channel will no longer be packaged by MultiChoice's DStv 
across Africa. 
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History 


HISTORY 


Launched 11 November 1995; 24 years ago 
Owned by A+E Networks UK (A&E 
Networks/Sky) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Netherlands: 0.3% (2018) 
UK: 0.18% (January 2019)! 


Audience share 


Slogan Made Every Day 


Country United Kingdom 


Germany 
Italy 
Netherlands 


Spain 


Broadcast area Arab world, Balkans, Benelux, 


Central Europe & Eastern 


Europe, France, Iberian 


Peninsula, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, 


Italy, Scandinavia, South Africa, 


United Kingdom 


Headquarters Brentford, West London (UK and 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Sky (UK & Ireland) 


NOVA 


Greece (Greece) 


Canal 
Digitaal (Netherla 
nds) 


Sky Deutschland 


Canal+ (Spain) 


Pan-Europe) 

Munich (Germany, Austria & 
Switzerland) 

Rome (Italy) 

Amsterdam (Netherlands & 
Flanders) 


Madrid (Spain & Portugal) 
The History Channel (1995-2008) 
Blaze 


Crime & Investigation 
H2 


Lifetime 


History +1 


www.history.com 


canalhistoria.es 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 130 (SD/HD) 
Channel 230 (+1) 
Channel 825 (SD) 


On Demand 


Channel 404 


Channel 49 (SD) 


Channel 407 (HD) 
Channel 427 


Channel 35 


Sky Italia 


Digiturk 


DStv (South 


Africa) 


OSN (MENA) 


Joyne (Netherland 


s) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Virgin Media 
Ireland 


WightFibre (UK) 


Ziggo (Netherland 


s) 


Caiway (Netherla 
nds) 


DELTA (Netherlan 


ds) 


Kabel 
Noord (Netherlan 


ds) 


Primacom (Germa 


ny) 


Channel 407 (SD/HD) 
Channel 408 (+1) 


Channel 188 (SD/HD) 
Channel 386 


Channel 186 


Channel 508 (HD) 


Channel 33 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 270 (HD) 
Channel 271 (+1) 
On Demand (including HD) 


Channel 217 
Channel 220 (HD) 


Channel 82 


Channel 28 (HD) 


Channel 947 (SD) 


Channel 46 


Channel 26 (HD) 


Channel 258 (HD) 


Channel 112 


UPC Channel 102 (HD) 


Cablecom (Switze Channel 103 


rland) 

UPC Austria Channel 531 
ONO (Spain) Channel 91 
R (Spain) Channel 53 


TeleCable (Spain) Channel 22 


Euskaltel (Spain) Channel 55 


NOS (Portugal) Channel 112 


Cabovisao (Portu Channel 24 


gal) 


UPC Romania Channel 312 (SD), Channel 180 (HD) 


IPTV 


BT (UK) Channel 327 
Channel 379 (HD) 


KPN (Netherlands) Channel 32 (HD) 


Movistar Channel 84 


TV (Spain) 


MEO (Portugal) Channel 123 


Optimus Channel 134 


Clix (Portugal) 


TalkTalk TV (UK) Channel 327 


Plusnet (UK) Channel 327 
Channel 379 (HD) 


T-Mobile (Netherl Channel 91 (HD) 


ands) 


eir Channel 529 


Vision (Ireland) Channel 545 (HD) 


Tele2 (Netherland Channel 35 (HD) 


s) 
Streaming media 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 
subscription required) 
Sky Go Sky (UK & Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Virgin Media (UK only) 
Anywhere 
Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 


GO (Netherlands) 
Horizon GO horizon.tv (Ireland only) 


History (formerly known as History Channel UK) is a European television 

channel which broadcasts programs related to historical events and persons. It is owned 
by a joint venture of A&E Networks, owner of the American History, and Sky (the UK's 
largest pay-TV provider). TVT Media is responsible for signal distribution in Europe, with 
local subsidiaries of A&E Networks as distribution representatives on the continent. 

{41 Its programming, primarily in English, is subtitled or dubbed into regional languages. 
The channel is available through a number of satellite, cable, terrestrial 

and IPTV distributors across Europe, the Middle East and South Africa. In some 
countries, advertisements and announcements between programs are localized. 


On 6 November 2018, in the wake of the Disney-Fox merger, the European 
Commission required The Walt Disney Company to sell A&E's European channels, 
including History." 


History has separate versions for Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and Portugal: 
e History Germany: Operated by A&E Networks Germany. 


e History Italy: Formerly a joint venture of A&E Networks and Fox International 
Channels Italy, it became a sole venture of A&E Networks in 2012. 


e History Netherlands, airing in the Netherlands and Flanders. Operated by A&E 
Networks Benelux. RTL Nederland became responsible for advertising sales on 1 
January 2016. 

e Canal de História (also known as História): The History Channel Iberia joint venture 
of A&E Networks and AMC Networks International Southern Europe. 


History[edit] 


History Channel UK began on 11 November 1995 as a weekday three-hour block (4 to 
7 pm), consisting of Biography (restyled for a British audience), History Alive and Our 
Century. The channel was A&E's first international venture. 


Sky Sports 2 began broadcasting all day in 1997, requiring other networks to move to 
another channel. The History Channel shared transponder 24 with Sky Soap and the Sci- 
Fi Channel.!® The launch of Sky Digital allowed the channel to significantly increase its 
broadcast hours. 


The History Channel began in Scandinavia in September 1997, broadcasting for three 
hours daily on the analogue Viasat platform. Initially time-sharing with TV1000 Cinema, 
it was later moved to the Swedish TV8 channel until November 2004 (when Viasat 
launched Viasat History). 


History Channel launched in the Netherlands and Flanders on 1 May 2007.24 


On 26 October 2006, History Channel HD launched in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
The HD version was launching across Europe from October 2007, beginning in the 
Nordic region on 13 December 2007, offering a schedule separate from the standard- 
definition version.22 In January 2008, History Channel HD launched in the Netherlands. 
43117 November 2008 the History Channel was re-branded as History, =! and the high- 
definition channel became History HD. 


The company behind the channel was known as The History Channel (UK) Limited until 
July 2009, when it was renamed AETN UK to reflect the company's several channels. 
ua On 22 September 2011, AETN UK was re-branded A&E Networks UK.22 The channel 
launched on British Telecom on 15 August 2013, and on TalkTalk on 28 August 2014. 


A&E Networks UK operations[edit] 


Since the introduction of History, the company has extended its line-up: 


e Bio., from October 2000 to 4 November 2013 

e Crime & Investigation on 10 July 2006 

e Crime & Investigation Network Africa on 26 February 2007 
e History HD on 26 October 2006 

e History Africa on 1 December 2003 

e Military History, from 28 July 2008 to 4 May 2013 

e H2 on 4 May 2013 (replacing Military History) 

e Lifetime on 4 November 2013 (replacing Bio.) 

e Lifetime Africa on 22 July 2014 

e Blaze on 20 September 2016 


History Germany[edit] 


In German-speaking countries, History is operated by History Channel Germany, which 
was a joint venture of A&E Networks and NBC Universal Global Networks Germany. The 
channel began as the History Channel on 15 November 2004, and changed its name to 
History on 11 January 2009.28 Since 1 June 2017 the channel is fully owned by A&E 
Networks Germany.22 


History is available on the Kabel Deutschland, Kabel BW- 

Unitymedia, Primacom and KabelKiosk cable networks in all German states, and is also 
available on cable in Austria and Switzerland. Although the channel was available on 
satellite on Arena, it was not available on Premiere until the latter was renamed Sky on 
4 July 2009. At that time, History HD (a high-definition version of the channel) was 
introduced. The channel hosts the annual History Award, which has been given since 

2 (0) 0 5 i [citation needed] 


History Channel Iberia (Spain and Portugal)[edit] 


} 


HISTORIA. 


Histéria logo used in Spain and Portugal 


Since 1996, History has been distributed under the name Canal de Historia—and, more 
recently, Histéria—in Spain and Portugal by AMC Networks International Southern 
Europe in a joint venture with A&E Networks (owner of History). The channel has 
Spanish and Portuguese feeds with dubbed English programs and locally produced 
programming. 


Histéria is available in Spain on Movistar+, cable networks (Telecable, R, Euskaltel), 
IPTV providers (Vodafone, Orange TV) and streaming media (TotalChannel).2 Historia 
HD became available in Spain on 3 November 2015.22 In Portugal, Histéria is available 
through cable providers (NOS, Cabovisao) and IPTV (MEO, Vodafone).22! 


Spanish locally-produced programming[edit] 


e Arqueólogo por un dia (2015), where a local celebrity spends a day working with 
archaeologists on an excavation 
e La última cena (2014-2015) 


Portuguese local-history programming[edit] 


e Combatentes do Ultramar (2003), dedicated to the Portuguese Colonial War 
e Aultima ceia (2014-2015) 
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H2 is a channel owned by A&E Networks (a joint venture between the Hearst 
Communications, and the Walt Disney Television division of The Walt Disney Company), 
used for a sister television channel of History. The brand was debuted in September 
2011 when History International in the United States was relaunched as H2. The brand 
was expanded outside the U.S. since then. H2 in the United States was relaunched on 
February 29, 2016 as Viceland, but the H2 brand is still used for sister channels to 
History in other markets.” 


A&E Networks began rebranding the remaining versions of H2 as History2, starting 
with Latin American version on January 1, 2019. 


On November 6, 2018, concerning Disney's proposed acquisition of 21st Century Fox, 
the European Commission required Disney to sell A&E's television operations in Europe, 
which include the versions of H2 in the area.” 


Versions[edit] 


The H2 brand was introduced in the United States, when History International was 
rebranded as so on September 26, 2011, with its programming being refocused to 
feature documentary content from sister network History prior to that network's 
shift towards more reality programming.®! The American channel was later 
rebranded as Viceland on February 29, 2016." 

Canada: On August 27, 2012, Shaw Media, relaunched the male-focused Category 
A digital channel The Cave as a domestic Canadian version of H2."! 

Croatia: The Croatian version of H2 was launched on February 1, 2018 on Hrvatski 
Telekom's MaxTV. 

Latin America and Brazil: In 2014, a Latin American version of H2 was launched 
under the ownership of A+E Networks Latin America (a joint venture between A+E 
Networks and Ole Communications) and distributed by HBO Latin America Group. 

51 On 1 January 2019, H2 was rebranded as History2.!9! 

Middle East and North Africa: The regional version of H2 is available 

on OSN since 1 February 2016. 

Poland: The Polish version of H2 was launched on October 28, 2014. On 6 February 
2019, The channel was rebranded as History2. 

Serbia: On April 12, 2015, the Serbian version of H2 was launched to Orion TV 
customers. It made available to MTS TV customers in May that year. 

Southeast Asia: On June 14, 2013, A+E Networks launched a regional version of 
H2 in Southeast Asia.” 

United Kingdom and Ireland: On May 4, 2013, the local version of Military 
History was rebranded as H2."! It launched on TalkTalk on 28 August 2014 and a few 
months later on BT TV. On 6 February 2019, this version was rebranded as History2. 
An HD version of the channel also started on BT TV about the same time. 


See alsoledit] 


List of programs broadcast by History (TV channel) 
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Lifetime 


Launched 4 November 2013; 6 years ago 
Owned by A&E Networks UK (A&E 
Networks/Sky) 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Audience share 0.17% 
0.06% (+1) 
(September 2018, BARB) 


Slogan Wear it like Lifetime 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Replaced The Biography Channel 


Sister channel(s) Blaze 


Crime+Investigation 


History 


H2 


Website www.lifetimetv.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 187 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 208 (HD) 


Virgin Channel 218 (SD) 


Media (Ireland) 


IPTV 
TalkTalk TV Channel 329 (SD) 
BT TV Channel 329 (SD) 


Channel 384 (HD) 


Plusnet TV Channel 329 (SD) 
Channel 384 (HD) 


eir Vision Channel 156 (SD) 


EE Channel 300 (SD) 


TV (via TVPlayer) 
Streaming media 
Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Go Watch live (UK only) 
Watch live (Ireland only) 


| 
TalkTalk TV Watch live (UK only) 


BT TV Watch live (UK only) 
| TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


Lifetime is a British entertainment television channel that launched on 4 November 
2013," owned by A&E Networks UK, a joint venture between A&E Networks and Sky. 
The channel replaced Bio. 


On 6 November 2018, the European Commission required The Walt Disney Company to 
sell AGE's European channels, including Lifetime.” 


Programmes that air on the channel include The Client List, Damages, Witches of East 
End, the Lifetime US original movie Liz & Dick and an original series called The 
Proposers.! 


It launched on TalkTalk on 28 August 2014 along with its sister channels. It is on the 
Entertainment Boost along with H2. 


On 24 January 2019, the HD version closed on Sky and on 7 March 2019, the +1 version 
closed on all platforms.“ 


Programming[edit] 


e Dance Moms 

e Vanderpump Rules 

e Britain's Next Top Model 

e The Real Housewives 

e Australia's Next Top Model 


e Bringlt! 
e Project Runway 
e Judge Judy 


e Little Women: LA 
e Little Women: NY 


e The Rap Game 


e Witches of East End 
e The Client List 


e Damages 
e Little Women: Atlanta 


e Pitch Slapped 

e The Mother/Daughter Experiment 
e Shahs of Sunset 

e Hardcore Pawn 

e The Haunting Of... 

e Girlfriends' Guide to Divorce 
e Wahlburgers 

e Flipping Vegas 

e Duck Dynasty 

e Storage Wars 

e Pawn Stars 


e Cajun Pawn Stars 


See also[edit] 


e Lifetime 

e Lifetime (Canada) 

e Lifetime Real Women 

e Lifetime Movie Network 
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Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Freeview 


Blaze 


20 September 2016; 3 years ago 


A&E Networks UK 
(A&E Networks/Sky) 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 


0.21% (April 2017, BARB) 


UK 
Italy 
Spain 


Crime+Investigation 
History 
H2 


Lifetime 


Blaze +1 


www.blaze.tv 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 63 
Channel 80 (+1) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 162 


Sky Channel 187 

Astra 2G 11081 H 22000 5/6 
Cable 

Virgin Media Channel 216 


Blaze is a free-to-air television channel owned by A&E Networks UK, a joint venture 
between A&E Networks and Sky, while in Spain it is owned and run by History Channel 
Iberia joint venture. This channel allows UK A&E to use its programming for the 
complete "lifecycle". The channels' programming is a best of A&E shows! Blaze was the 
first channel launched in the UK by A&E Networks that didn't borrow its name from one 
of the company's U.S. channels. The abbreviation "A&E" is commonly interpreted 

as emergency department in the UK, so the company decided not to use that brand for 
the channel. ™ 


In 2013, A&E Networks UK hired Heather Jones as general manager. Jones pushed 
having a free-to-air channel starting in her interview. Other US competitors have 
launched free-to-air channels in the UK with Turner Broadcasting's TruTV in August 
2014, Viacom's Spike in April 2015 and Fox's YourTV on Freeview in October 2015. 

1 A&E Networks announced a free-to-air factual entertainment channel for the UK in the 
third quarter of the year. A&E Turkey had already launched its Lifetime as a free-to-air 
channel. The channel launched on 20 September 2016, and is the first free-to-air 
channel launched by A&E Networks UK" on Sky and Freeview.” 


By 22 March 2017, A+E Networks Italy was scheduled to launch its Blaze in 2017 on Sky 
Italy. In Spain, Blaze channel replaced the A&E channel on 18 April 2018." 


Having original only aired imported and rerun programming, Blaze commissioned its 
first original programme, Flipping Bangers, in 2017." It premiered on 6 April 2018. A 
second season was later commissioned. 


Elena Anniballi was appointed director of Blaze in April 2017. In February 2019, A&E 
Networks appointed Dan Korn as head of Blaze.!! 


Initial programs:!! 


e Pawn Stars(2016-) 
e Mountain Men (2016-) 
e American Restoration (2016-) 
Exclusive A&E programming (April 2019 -):” 


e Pawn Stars 

e Storage Wars 

e Counting Cars 
Original programming: 


e Flipping Bangers(6 April 2018 -') Just Might TV, two seasons 


e Spiky Goldhunters Pango Productions 
e Outback Truckers (seventh season) Prospero Productions”! 
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Discovery Networks Northern Europe 


Formerly Discovery Networks Western Europe 
(2011-2014) 


Industry Digital television 


Fate Dissolved 


Predecesso Discovery Networks Europe 


r 
Successor Discovery EMEA 
Founded 2011; 8 years ago 


Defunct 13 December 2016; 3 years ago!! 


Headquarte London, United Kingdom 


rs 


Number of Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Oslo, Stockhol 


locations m 


Area served Benelux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembo 


urg) 
Nordic (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway an 


d Sweden) 
United Kingdom and Ireland 


Parent Discovery, Inc. 


Discovery Networks Northern Europe was a branch of Discovery, Inc.. 


Was responsible for overseeing Discovery Networks International channels 
in Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom.” 


History[edit] 


It started out with the launch of the Discovery Channel in Europe in 1989 and was for a 
long time a part of Discovery Networks Europe (DNE). In mid-2007, DNE was split into 
two separate branches, Discovery Networks UK and Discovery Network EMEA, both 
headquartered in London. Again in 2011, Discovery Networks Europe was split into two 
key branches Discovery Networks Western Europe (DNWE) and Discovery Networks 
CEEMEA (Central & Eastern Europe, Middle East and Africa). DNEW is located 

in London and DNCEMEA in Warsaw. 


In November 2014, Discovery Networks Western Europe was split into Discovery 
Networks Northern Europe and Discovery Networks Southern Europe. Its previous 
Discovery Networks Western Europe served 30 different countries including the United 
Kingdom, Ireland, Iceland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, France, the Netherlands and 
other territories, comprising 18 brands.“ 


It was previously called Discovery Networks Western Europe. 


Regional[edit] 


This network operated in six European languages: a pan-European English speaking 
channel and channels in Danish, Dutch, English for UK, Ireland and 
Iceland, Finnish, Norwegian, and Swedish. 


Regional Branches: 


e Discovery Networks Benelux 
e Discovery Networks UK & Ireland 


e SBS Discovery Media (Nordic) 
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Discovery 


Discovery 


Launched 1 April 1989 
Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture format 2160p UHDTV 
(downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 


Audience share 0.2% 


0.02% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Make our world bigger 
Country United Kingdom 
Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Formerly called Discovery Channel 


Sister channel(s) Animal Planet 
Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 
Discovery Science 
Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 
DMAX 


Food Network 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Sky (UK) 


Sky (Ireland) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Virgin 
Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre 


Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Really 

MEG 


Travel Channel 


Discovery +1 


discoveryuk.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 125 (HD) 


Channel 225 (+1) 


Channel 822 (SD) 


Channel 125 (SD) 


Channel 225 (+1) 


Channel 343 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 250 (HD) 
Channel 258 (+1) 


Channel 208 (SD) 
Channel 209 (+1) 
Channel 219 (HD) 


Channel 75 


IPTV 


BT Channel 322 (SD) 
Channel 376 (HD) 


Plusnet Channel 322 (SD) 
Channel 376 (HD) 


Eir Vision Channel 520 (SD) 
Channel 561 (HD) 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere (UK) 


Virgin Media Watch live (Ireland only) 
Horizon Watch live (+1, Ireland only) 
Go (Ireland) 


Discovery (formerly Discovery Channel) is a British pay television channel, operated 
by Discovery, Inc.. Its programming is based on programming produced by Discovery 
Networks Europe, Discovery Channel Canada and Discovery Channel from the United 
States. 


History[edit] 


It first became available in the UK on 1 April 1989 when Discovery Channel Europe was 
launched. It was the first extension of the Discovery Channel outside the United States. 
ui 


Prior to 1993, UK viewers could receive the channel from Intelsat satellites at 27.5° 
West. In July 1993, the Discovery Channel launched on the Astra 1C analogue satellite 
on the popular 19.2° East position where it used to broadcast only in the evening, 


starting at 4 pm. On Astra, the daytime space was filled by CMT Europe until 1994, 
when TLC (later on Discovery Home & Leisure) moved there. Eventually, Discovery 
Home & Leisure would broadcast from the morning to 4 pm when Discovery Channel 
took over and would broadcast for ten hours until 2 am. 


With the launch of Sky Digital in October 1998, Discovery Channel moved its start time 
to 8 am, broadcasting for 18 hours per day. The time-shift channel, Discovery Channel 
+1, launched at the same time, as did several sister channels. Analogue broadcasts 
were terminated in 2001. 


On 22 May 2006, Discovery HD was made available on Sky as part of the Sky+ 

HD launch line up. It was also made available on Virgin Media's cable service on 1 April 
2010. From 30 June 2011 Discovery HD began to simulcast Discovery Channel in high- 
definition rather than use a separate schedule. 


The channel briefly had a 90-minute timeshift, called Discovery Channel +1.5. It 
launched on 25 June 2007.“ It was replaced by Discovery Science +1 on 21 April 2008. 


An Irish advertising feed was launched in 2010. Sky Media Ireland operates the 
channel's output in terms of advertising, sponsorship and scheduling. 


In January 2011, Discovery Channel UK released its new look which places its emphasis 
on the D-globe logo. The project was created by DixonBaxi and Double G Studios.‘ 


On 25 January 2017, Discovery UK announced that they were in a dispute over the fees 
paid by Sky for broadcast rights and for a time it seemed as though the channels could 
be removed from the platform after the end of that month.“ However, an agreement 
was reached and programming continued uninterrupted.™ 


Programming[edit] 


e MythBusters 

e American Chopper 

e Extreme Engineering 

e How Do They Do It? 

e How It's Made 

e Deadliest Catch 

e Storm Chasers 

e Man vs. Wild (known as Bear Grylls: Born Survivor) 
e Modern Top Ten 

e Wheeler Dealers 

e Coal 

e Fifth Gear 

e Bugs, Bites and Parasites 


e X-Ray Mega Airport 
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6. Discovery Channel UK - Current Idents (2011) 

7. Discovery Channel UK - Current Bumpers (2011) 
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Animal Planet 


animal planet 


Launched 1 September 1998 
Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.05% 


0.01% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Sister channel(s) Discovery Channel 


Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 
Discovery Science 
Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 

DMAX 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Really 

MEG 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift service Animal Planet +1 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky (Great Britain) Channel 162 (HD) 


Channel 262 (+1) 


Channel 836 (SD) 


Sky (Ireland and Channel 190 (HD) 


NI) Channel 290 (+1) 


Channel 841 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 251 (HD) 
Channel 259 (+1) 


Virgin Media Channel 213 


Ireland 
WightFibre Channel 117 
IPTV 
BT Channel 325 (SD) 
Channel 378 (HD) 
Plusnet Channel 325 (SD) 
Channel 378 (HD) 
Eir Vision Channel 523 
Streaming media 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 
UPC Horizon Watch live (Ireland only) 
Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Animal Planet is a British pay television channel focused towards programming that 
highlights the relationship between humans and animals. 


A one-hour timeshift channel called Animal Planet +1 was launched in May 2001. 
A high-definition simulcast called Animal Planet HD was launched on 27 February 
2012.5021 


Programming[edit] 


Programmes shown on the channel include: 


e Animal Airport - a look at the operations of the Animal Reception Centre 
at Heathrow Airport 


e The Zoo - a behind-the-scenes show filmed at Dublin Zoo 
e Animal Safari- a behind-the-scenes look at the operation of Woburn Safari Park 


e Animal Cops: Houston 

e Animal Cops: Philadelphia 
e Animal Cops: Phoenix 

e Animal Crackers 

e Big Cat Diary 

e Bugs, Bites and Parasites: Tropical Diseases Uncovered 
e Dogs 101 

e Meerkat Manor 

e Monkey Life 

e Monsters Inside Me 

e My Cat From Hell 

e Orangutan Island 

e Shark Week 

e Tanked 

e The Planet's Funniest Animals 
e Treehouse Masters 

e Untamed & Uncut 

e Up Close and Dangerous 
e Wild Europe 

e Wildlife SOS 

e Extraordinary Dogs 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "More + from Discovery". The Airwaves. 22 May 2001. Archived from the original on 24 
July 2011. 


2. ^ "Animal Planet HD has launched". Entertainment Interactive. 27 February 2012. 
External links[edit] 


e Discovery Channel UK 
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Discovery History 


Discovery 


W HISTORY 


Launched 1 October 1998 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Discovery, Inc. 


16:9 576i SDTV 
0.03% 

0.02% (+1) 

(April 2017, BARB) 


Discovery Civilisation (1999- 
2006) 
Discovery Civilization (2006- 
2007) 
Discovery Knowledge (2007- 
2010) 


Animal Planet 
Discovery 


Discovery HD 
Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Science 


Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 


DMAX 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 


Really 
TEC 


Travel Channel 


Discovery History +1 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 171 
Channel 271 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 257 
Channel 261 (+1) 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 212 


WightFibre Channel 78 
IPTV 
Eir Vision Channel 535 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (Ireland only) 


Ireland 


Discovery History is a British channel with programming about history from Discovery 
Inc. 


History[edit] 


The channel was initially known as the Discovery Civilisation Channel, later dropping 
'Channel' from the name, and was devoted to documentaries regarding history and 
civilizations, historic, ancient or present, launched on Sky Digital on 1st October 199811. 
On 1 November 2007, Discovery Civilisation was re-branded as Discovery Knowledge, 
21 by Heavenly.) The new channel was still focused on history and natural history, but 
the schedule now included programming on engineering, crime and technology. 


After just over three years, on 7 November 2010, Discovery Knowledge was rebranded 
as Discovery History.“ The idea behind this rebranding was to take the channel's 
focus back to becoming "the only UK channel dedicated to factual history", to counter 


the fact that its competitors History and Yesterday had begun showing more reality and 
scripted programming, respectively. 


In February 2013, A+E Networks, who operate History, lost a High Court battle to stop 
Discovery from using the Discovery History brand in the UK. 


Programming[edit] 


e Industrial Revelations 

e Finding the Fallen 

e Time Team 

e Planes That Never Flew 
e Wartime Secrets with Harry Harris 
e Weaponology 

e World War 1 in Colour 
e Unsolved History 

e Tanks! 

e Aircraft Stories 

e The Tower 

e Killzone 

e Century of Warfare 


See also[edit] 


e Investigation Discovery (US) 
e Discovery World (TV channel) 
e List of documentary television channels 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Boehm, Erich (1998-08-19). "Discovery unveils digital TV nets". Variety. 
Retrieved 2018-03-31. 
^ "Discovery launches Knowledge channel". Digital Spy. 20 September 2007. 


3. ^ "Discovery Knowledge". Heavenly. Archived from the original on September 14, 2010. 
Retrieved 8 November 2010. 


^ "Discovery to launch dedicated history channel". Media Week. 7 October 2010. 


5. ^ "AETN loses High Court battle with Discovery". Broadcast. 11 February 2013. 
Retrieved 13 February 2013. 
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External links[edit] 


e Discovery Channel UK 
e Discovery History presentation in The Ident Gallery 
e Discovery Knowledge presentation on TVARK 
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This article is about the European channel. For the US channel, see Science Channel. 
J 


Discovery Science 


DISCOVERY 
SCIENCE 


Launched 1 October 1998; 21 years ago 
Network Discovery EMEA 

Owned by Discovery, Inc. 

Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share UK: 
0.07% 
0.03% (+1) 
(April 2017, BARB) 


English 
Dubbed: 


Language 


Arabic 
Bulgarian 
Czech 
French 
Hungarian 
Italian 
Polish 


Romanian 


Russian 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Turkish 


Europe 
Middle East 


Africa 


Amsterdam, Netherlands 


Discovery Sci-Trek (1997- 
2003) 

Discovery Science Channel 
(2003-2008) 


Animal Planet 
Discovery 


Discovery HD 
Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Historia 


Discovery History 


Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 


Discovery World 


DMAX Germany, Austria, 


Switzerland & Liechtenstein 


DMAX Spain 
DMAX United Kingdom & 


Ireland 

Eurosport 1 
Eurosport 2 

Fine Living 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Real Time Italy 


Really 
TLC Netherlands 


Timeshift service 


TLC Poland 


TLC (Romania) 
TLC UK and Ireland 


Travel Channel 


Discovery Science +1 


Availability 


StarSat (South Africa) 


Satellite 


Channel 525 
Channel 302 


Cyfrowy Polsat (Poland) Channel 77 


nc+ (Poland) 


Videocon d2h (India) 


Sky (UK & Ireland) 


Canalsat (France) 


OSN (MENA) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Caiway (Netherlands) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Virgin Media Ireland 


UPC Polska 


WightFibre (UK) 


Channel 79 


Channel 607 


Channel 167 
Channel 267 (+1) 


Channels 85 & 551 (HD) 


Channel 504 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 202 (HD) 


Channel 111 (HD) 


Channel 252 
Channel 260 (+1) 


Channel 211 


Channel 377 


Channel 77 


Kabel Channel 255 


Noord (Netherlands) 


DELTA (Netherlands) Channel 352 


CAI Channel 135 
Harderwijk (Netherland 


s) 


Stichting Kabelnet Channel 76 


Veendam (Netherlands) 


Numericable (France) Channel 137 (SD/HD) 


UPC Romania Channel 308 
IPTV 
KPN (Netherlands) Channel 83 (HD) 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) Channel 64 (HD) 


Max TV (Macedonia) Channel 106 


Canalsat (France) Channel 85 (SD/HD) 
Channel 551 (HD) 


VMedia (Canada) Channel 87 (HD) 
BT TV (UK) Channel 336 
Plusnet (UK) Channel 336 
eir Vision (Ireland) Channel 525 
Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 207 


Streaming media 


Ziggo GO (Netherlands) ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
Horizon Horizon.tv (Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Discovery Science is a pay television channel, operated by Discovery EMEA, it targets 
several European countries' television markets. It primarily features programming in the 
fields of space, technology and science. The channel originally launched as Discovery 
Sci-Trek. Its programming is mainly in English and locally subtitled or dubbed. It is 
available through numerous subscription services across Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa. In some countries the advertisement and the announcements between programs 
are localized. 


Discovery Science (European TV channel) 
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This article is about the European channel. For the US channel, see Science Channel. 


Discovery Science 


DISCOVERY 
SCIENCE 


Launched 1 October 1998; 21 years ago | 
Network Discovery EMEA 

Owned by Discovery, Inc. 

Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share UK: 
0.07% 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


0.03% (+1) 
(April 2017, BARB) 


English 
Dubbed: 
Arabic 
Bulgarian 
Czech 


French 


Hungarian 


Romanian 
Russian 


Turkish 


Europe 
Middle East 


Africa 


Amsterdam, Netherlands 


Discovery Sci-Trek (1997- 
2003) 

Discovery Science Channel 
(2003-2008) 


Animal Planet 
Discovery 


Discovery HD 
Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Historia 


Discovery History 


Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 


Discovery World 


DMAX Germany, Austria, 


Switzerland & Liechtenstein 


DMAX Spain 
DMAX United Kingdom & 


Ireland 

Eurosport 1 
Eurosport 2 

Fine Living 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Real Time Italy 


Really 
TLC Netherlands 


TLC Poland 
TLC (Romania) 
TLC UK and Ireland 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift service Discovery Science +1 
Availability 
Satellite 


| StarSat (South Africa) Channel 525 
Channel 302 


|Cyfrowy Polsat (Poland) Channel 77 


inc+ (Poland) Channel 79 
|Videocon d2h (India) Channel 607 


| Sky (UK & Ireland) Channel 167 
Channel 267 (+1) 


|Canalsat (France) Channels 85 & 551 (HD) 


OSN (MENA) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Caiway (Netherlands) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Virgin Media Ireland 


UPC Polska 


WightFibre (UK) 


Kabel 


Noord (Netherlands) 


DELTA (Netherlands) 


CAI 


Harderwijk (Netherland 


s) 


Stichting Kabelnet 


Veendam (Netherlands) 


Numericable (France) 


UPC Romania 


KPN (Netherlands) 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) 


Max TV (Macedonia) 


Channel 504 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 202 (HD) 


Channel 111 (HD) 


Channel 252 
Channel 260 (+1) 


Channel 211 


Channel 377 


Channel 77 


Channel 255 


Channel 352 


Channel 135 


Channel 76 


Channel 137 (SD/HD) 


Channel 308 


IPTV 


Channel 83 (HD) 


Channel 64 (HD) 


Channel 106 


Canalsat (France) Channel 85 (SD/HD) 
Channel 551 (HD) 


VMedia (Canada) Channel 87 (HD) 
BT TV (UK) Channel 336 
Plusnet (UK) Channel 336 
eir Vision (Ireland) Channel 525 
Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 207 


Streaming media 


Ziggo GO (Netherlands) ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
Horizon Horizon.tv (Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Discovery Science is a pay television channel, operated by Discovery EMEA, it targets 
several European countries' television markets. It primarily features programming in the 
fields of space, technology and science. The channel originally launched as Discovery 
Sci-Trek. Its programming is mainly in English and locally subtitled or dubbed. It is 
available through numerous subscription services across Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa. In some countries the advertisement and the announcements between programs 
are localized. 


History[edit] 


The channel launched in the UK & Ireland as the Discovery Sci-Trek on 1 October 
1998, later followed by other European countries, with the channel rebranding itself as 
the Discovery Science Channel on 1 April 2003.2"! Later on, the name was shortened to 
just ‘Discovery Science’. 


A 1-hour timeshift channel of Discovery Science launched in the UK and Ireland on 
Monday 21 April 2008 on Sky 549, which replaced a placeholder 90-minute timeshift 
of Discovery Channel, known as Discovery +1.5.!! 


Programming[edit] 


e Beyond Tomorrow 
e Building the Ultimate 


e Burn Notice 


e Extreme Engineering 

e Food Factory 

e How It's Made 

e How Do They Do It? 

e How Machines Work 

e Invention Nation 

e Mad About You 

e Nextworld 

e Pasik 

e Race to Mars 

e Raging Planet 

e Rough Science 

e Ten Ways 

e The Big Experiment 

e Through the Wormhole 
e Understanding 

e Universe (narrated by John Hurt) 
e The Gadget Show 


Logos[edit] 


Throughout its life as the Discovery Sci-Trek Channel, the channel used an image of the 
rings of Saturn as its logo and in idents. When relaunching as the Discovery Science 
Channel, it became a stylised molecule, with the Discovery Channel globe as one of its 
atoms. 


Since then, the channel has followed its United States counterpart The Science Channel, 
currently known as 'Science', in logo trends. In March 2008, Discovery Science adopted 
a modified version of the periodic table logo used from 2007, and in 2012, the channel 
adopted the new 'Morph' logo introduced in 2011. 


See also[edit] 


e Science Channel 


References[edit] 


1. ^ https://variety.com/1998/tv/news/discovery-unveils-digital-tv-nets-1117479609/ 
2. ^ "Discovery Sci-Trek Change Log". KingOfSat. 1 April 2003. 

3. ^ "Discovery Science Channel Change Log". KingOfSat. 1 April 2003. 

4. ^ Analoguesat (21 April 2008). "Discovery Science +1 28E". Satellites.co.uk. 


External links[edit] 
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Discovery Turbo 


“Discover 
as n mà Le 4. 
E EE E BE D 
| vun ay Vy 
Launched 16 March 2005 
Owned by Discovery Inc. 
Audience share UK: 


0.07% (April 2017, BARB) 


Formerly called Discovery Turbo MAX 


(2009-2015, Australia only) 


e Discovery Wings (UK & 
Ireland) 

e Discovery Kids (UK & 
Ireland) 


Replaced 


Replaced by DMAX (Southeast Asia) 


Timeshift service e Discovery Turbo +1 (UK and 
Ireland only) 
e Discovery Turbo 


+2 (Australia only) 
Availability 


Satellite 


Sky (Great Britain) Channel 161 
Channel 261 (+1) 


Sky (Ireland and NI) Channel 188 


DirecTV 


Movistar Colombia 


(Colombia) 


Virgin Media 
(UK) 


WightFibre 
(UK) 


Foxtel 


(Australia) 


Conexion digital 
express 


(Bogotà and 


Kennedy, Colombia) 


HV television 
(Bogotà and 


Soacha, Colombia) 


FJ CableTV Bogota 
Fibra Optica 


(Colombia) 


Cablevision 


(Argentina) 


Claro Colombia 


(Colombia) 


Channel 288 (+1) 


Channel 736 


Channel 360 


Cable 


Channel 256 


Channel 81 


Channel 620 


Channel 640 (+2) 


Channel 49 (Digital) 


Channel 42 (Digital) 


Channel 95 (Digital - Standard 


and Premium) 


Channel 111 (Digital) 


Channel 313 (Digital) 


Claro TV Channel 310 


(Dominican 


Republic) 
Eir Vision Channel 524 
Streaming media 
| 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer 


Plus subscription required) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
a DI citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
$% => challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Discovery 

Turbo" - news * newspapers = books = scholar = JSTOR (January 

2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Discovery Turbo (previously known as Discovery Turbo MAX in Australia) is a 
television channel devoted to programming about transport. It is similar to Discovery 
Velocity and Motor Trend. It was also briefly available as an on-demand service in the 
US in the late 2000s. 

Feeds[edit] 

Discovery Turbo Latin America[edit] 

The channel launched in Latin America in 2005. 


Discovery Turbo UK[edit] 


Original logo from March 1, 2007 to September 30, 2011 for UK and Latin America except in Asia 
and Australia on July 7, 2014 

It launched on 1 March 2007, replacing Discovery Wings and Discovery Kids. 
Discovery Turbo Asia[edit] 


Discovery Turbo launched in Southeast Asia on September 22, 2008. Discovery Turbo 
Asia ended its broadcast on July 7, 2014 at 5:59 am as it has been rebranded 
to DMAX starting at 6:00 am on the same day. 


Discovery Turbo India[edit] 
The channel launched on January 28, 2010.4 
Discovery Turbo Australia[edit] 


In Australia, the channel first launched in 2008! on SelecTV, replacing Discovery Real 
Time which previously launched on 15 March 2007, Bittettersourceneeder The channel ceased 
being available in late 2010 following SelecTV's closure of its English service. 

41 A separate feed 'atationnecael’ named Discovery Turbo MAX, launch on 15 November 
2009 on the Foxtel platform. At launch, the channel was also available on a two-hour 
delay, with the time shift channel called Discovery Turbo MAX +2.5 In May 2015, 
‘sei the channel rebranded as Discovery Turbo, seeing it change to a similar branding 
to that used by other Discovery Turbo channels around the world. !etatonneedeai 


Discovery Turbo New Zealand[edit] 


In New Zealand, the channel is known as Discovery Turbo, with similar branding and 
content to other Discovery Turbo channels around the world. It launched on 1 
November 2015 on channel 75 exclusively to Sky Television.“ 


DTX in Europe[edit] 
Main article: DTX (TV channel) 


In Europe, the channel is known as DTX (formerly known Discovery Turbo Xtra), with 
similar branding and content to other Discovery Turbo channels around the world. It 
launched on 17 September 2013 in Poland, replaced Discovery World, and later roll-out 
in Turkey and Eastern Europe. However, later in Poland, in second half of November 
2016, DTX replaced Discovery Turbo Xtra. 


Discovery Turbo Japan[edit] 


The channel launched on 30 January 2018.8 


Programming[edit] 
UK and Ireland[edit] 


e A Bike is Born 

e A Racing Car is Born 

e American Chopper 

e Auto Trader 

e Delboy's Garage 

e Bangla Bangers 

e Beetle Crisis 

e British Biker Build-Off 

e Campervan Crisis 

e Car That Rocks with Brian Johnson 
e Chasing Classic Cars 

e Chop Shop: London Garage 
e Desert Car Kings 

e Fast N' Loud 

e Fifth Gear 


e The Garage 

e The Great Biker Build-Off 
e Inside West Coast Customs 
e Martin Shaw: Aviators 

e Monster Garage 

e = Overhaulin' 

e Street Customs 

e Thunder Races 

e Warlock's Rising 

e World's Toughest Drive 

e Wreck Rescue 


Asia (2008-2014), Australia and New Zealand (2008-2019)[edit] 
Check out the Australian & NZ Discovery Website 


Airplane Repo 

e American Chopper 

e A Bike Is Born 

e American Trucker 

e All Girls Garage 

e American Hot Rod 

e Bad Chad Customs 

e  Barrett-Jackson 

e Biker Build-Off 

e Car Crash TV 

e Car Chasers 

e Chasing Classic Cars 

e Car Crash Global 

e Chrome Underground 

e Car Fix 

e Dallas Car Sharks 

e Diesel Brothers 

e Dirty Mudder Truckers 

e Extreme Machines 

e Extreme Car Hoarders 

e Fast N’ Loud 

e Fifth Gear 

e Fastest Cars In The Dirty South 
e Garage Squad 

e Garage Rehab 

e Gear Dogs 

e Goblin Works Garage 

e The Great Biker Build-Off 
e Hand Built Hot Rods 

e Hell Roads 

e How It’s Made: Dream Cars 
e = /ron Resurrection 

e Inside West Coast Customs 


Junkyard Empire 

JDM Legends 

Jay Leno’s Garage 

Kindig Customs (Bitchin’ Rides) 
Last Car Standing 

The Last Outpost 

Misfit Garage 

Monster Garage 

Mighty Car Mods 

Mighty Ships 

Mega Shippers 

Overhaulin' 

Pit Crews 

Railroad Alaska 

Restoration Garage 
Ridiculous Rides 

Street Outlaws 

Summernats 

Street Outlaws: No Prep Kings 
Street Outlaws: Memphis 
Salvage Hunters: Classic Cars 
Street Outlaws: New Orleans 
Speed Is The New Black 
Supertruckers 

ToyMakerz 

Twin Turbos 

Texas Metal 

Trick My Truck 

Turbo Pickers 

Unique Rides 


Unique Whips 
Wrecks To Riches 


Wheeler Dealers 

Wheeler Dealers: Trading Up 
World’s Most Expensive Rides 
Wrench’d 

Wheels That Fail 


Latin America[edit] 


A Bike is Born 
American Chopper 
American Hot Rod 
Auto Trader 
Beetle Crisis 
Campervan Crisis 


Chasing Classic Cars 
Concorde: The Final Flight 


e Destroyed in Seconds 

e The Detonators 

e Engineering Le Mans 

e Extreme Machines 

e Firepower 

e Flight Deck 

e Flying Heavy Metal 

e Futureweapons 

e Garage Dreams 

e The Garage 

e The Great Biker Build-Off 
e The Greatest Ever 

e Hard Shine 

e Heartland Thunder 

e Hyperspeed 

e Kit Car Crisis 

e Los CARvotta 

e Marine Machines 

e Mark Williams On The Rails 
e Martin Shaw: Aviators 

e Monster Garage 

e Overhaulin' 

e Racer Girls 

e Robocars 

e Sunrides Earth 

e Trainspotting 

e Trains With Pete Waterman 
e Ultimate Biker Challenge 
e Ultimate Car Build-Off 

e Vroom Vroom 

e Warbots 

e Weaponology 

e Weaponizers 

e Weeeee Cars 

e Weird Wheels 

e What's My Car Worth? 

e Wheeler Dealers 

e World's Biggest Airliner: Building The Airbus A380 
e Wrecks to Riches 
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This article is about the European channel. For the US channel, see Investigation 
Discovery. 


Investigation Discovery 


Launched 20 January 2009; 10 years 
ago 

Network Discovery EMEA 

Owned by Discovery, Inc. 

Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Netherlands: 1.1% (2018)! 
UK: 0.12% (2015)#! 
UK: 3.6% (+1) (2015)®! 


Audience share 


Language English 
Dubbed: 
Bulgarian 


Czech 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


Hungarian 
Italian 
Polish 
Romanian 
Russian 


Turkish 


Europe 


Amsterdam, Netherlands 


Discovery Travel & 
Living (Netherlands and 
Flanders) 

nTalk (Poland) 

TVN Lingua (Poland) 


Animal Planet 

Discovery 

Discovery HD 

Discovery Home & Health 
Discovery Historia 
Discovery History 
Discovery MAX 

Discovery Science 
Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 
Discovery World 

DMAX Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland & Liechtenstein 
DMAX United Kingdom & 
Ireland 

Eurosport 1 

Eurosport 2 

Fine Living 

Food Network 


Home 


Quest 

Quest Red 

Real Time Italy 
Really 

TLC Netherlands 
TLC Poland 

TLC (Romania) 
TLC UK and Ireland 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift service Investigation Discovery +1 
Website Investigation Discovery 
Availability 
Terrestrial 


Digitenne (Netherlands) Channel 29 (HD) 


Satellite 


Sky (UK & Ireland) Channel 154 
Channel 254 (+1) 


Platforma Channel 137 (HD) 


Canal+ (Poland) 


Canal Channel 50 (SD) 


Digitaal (Netherlands) 


Joyne (Netherlands) Channel 17 (HD) 
N (Poland) Channel 136 
OSN (MENA) Channel 505 (HD) 
DStv (Africa) Channel 171 


Digitalb (Albania) Channel 80 


Cable 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 504 


YouSee (Denmark) Channel 149 


Ziggo (Netherlands) Channel 123 (HD) 
Channel 984 (SD) 


Caiway (Netherlands) Channel 26 (HD) 


Kabel Channel 253 (SD) 


Noord (Netherlands) 


DELTA (Netherlands) Channel 30 (SD) 


CAI Channel 136 
Harderwijk (Netherland 


s) 


Stichting Kabelnet Channel 77 


Veendam (Netherlands) 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 168 
Channel 173 (+1) 


IPTV 


KPN (Netherlands) Channel 21 (HD) 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) Channel 65 (HD) 


Moja TV Channel 002 


(Bosnia and Herzegovina) 


BT (United Kingdom) Channel 324 


Plusnet (United Channel 324 


Kingdom) 


MTS TV Channel 378 


(former Open IPTV) 


(Serbia) 

eir Vision Channel 131 
(Ireland) 

Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 23 (SD) 


Streaming media 
Ziggo GO (Netherlands) ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
Horizon GO Horizon.tv (Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Investigation Discovery (abbreviated as ID) is a pay television channel available in 
several European nations. It competes in the same genre as Crime & Investigation 
Network which is also available in several European nations. The ID channel features 
crime programming, including "missing persons and murder inquiries, cold cases and 
historical crime," as well as documentaries on forensic investigations. One such 
program is Deadly Women, an investigative series in which former FBI agent and 
profiler Candice DeLong looks at female killers throughout history. 


Its programming is mainly in English and locally subtitled or dubbed. In some countries, 
the advertisement and the announcements between programs are localized. 


History[edit] 


Investigation Discovery became available on cable television in the United States in 
January 2008.4 


In Europe, the channel was first made available in the United Kingdom and Ireland. The 
channel launched in Poland, Romania, Hungary, and Greece in April 2009.5 


This was followed by launches in Serbia, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, and Montenegro in 
May 2009. On 28 June 2009 the channel replaced nTalk on the Polish platform N.2 On 
15 July it replaced TVN Lingua on Cyfra+.™ 


In August 2009, ID. came to the Baltic states when it launched on the 
Latvian Lattelecom platform. In September 2009, it was announced that the channel 
would be added to RCS/RDS's offerings.24 


Investigation Discovery had been broadcasting to Sweden since 2010, but was initially 
not widely available through major distributors. On 1 October 2014, it was added to the 
leading cable network Com Hem." It was added by satellite operator Canal Digital on 
15 December.2# In January 2015, Discovery bought the terrestrial broadcasting license 
held by multicultural channel Kanal Global. That channel stopped broadcasting on 15 
February 2015 and Investigation Discovery took over the license after that.241 The 
transaction was accepted by the Swedish Broadcasting Authority and the license is valid 
until 2020.05 


On 4 July 2011, Investigation Discovery replaced Discovery Travel & Living in the 
Netherlands and Flanders.!8 An HD-simulcast started through Ziggo in the Netherlands 
on 8 February 2017.24 


On 1 June 2015 a localized version launched in Sweden with content adapted for the 
Swedish market.2#22 The first original Swedish programme to air on the channel 

was Brottscentralen, a live crime show produced by Aftonbladet. 

ra Brottscentralen premiered on Investigation Discovery on 31 August 2015. During its 
first seven months on air, the channel achieved a 0.5 percent share of viewing and 
reached 1.8 percent of the population each week.22 


iS 


See also[edit] 


e Investigation Discovery 
e Crime & Investigation Network 
e Discovery Channel 


References[edit] 


^ "Jaarrapport 2018" (PDF). SKO. 

^ "Monthly viewing summary". BARB. Retrieved 24 March 2017. 

^ "Monthly viewing summary". BARB. Retrieved 24 March 2017. 

^ Discovery Fall Program Guide, accessed September 9, 2011. 

^ "Kolejny kanat pod marka Discovery w Polsce". WirtualneMedia.pl. April 7, 2009. 
"Discovery ID channel heads East". broadbandtvnews.com. April 7, 2009. 

"ITI closes another channel". broadbandtvnews.com. June 19, 2009. 

"Grupa ITI likwiduje kolejna stacje". WirtualneMedia.pl. June 19, 2009. 

"Cyfra+: ID Investigation Discovery za TVN Lingua". WirtualneMedia.pl. July 16, 2009. 
"ID Investigation launches in Baltics". broadbandtvnews. August 5, 2009. 


OO Oy ae RE 


= 
MELO 
>>> >]> >>> 


11 "ID Investigation extends CEE reach". broadbandtvnews. September 14, 2009. 
12 "Kanalförändringar". Com Hem. Archived from the originalon 2016-01-28. 
13. ^ "Investigation Discovery ny kanal i Familjepaketet". Canal Digital. 12 December 2014. 


14. ^ “Kanal Global ger upp sin plats i linjär-tv - har för låga tittarsiffror för annonsörerna". 
Dagens Media. 19 January 2015. 


15. ^ "Investigation Discovery tar över Kanal Globals kanalplats hos Boxer". Discovery 
Networks Sweden. 19 January 2015. 


16. ^ Jarco Kriek (June 20, 2011). "Investigation Discovery neemt plaats Discovery Travel & 
Living in". Totaal TV. 


17. ^ https://mediamagazine.nl/kort-medianieuws-npo-vara-netflix-sanoma-en-meer, 

18. ^ "Hösten 2015 på Discovery Networks Sweden". Discovery Networks Sweden. 11 June 
2015. 

19. ^ “Ny profil på Investigation Discovery". Canal Digital. 29 May 2015. 

20. ^ "SBS Discovery sänder Aftonbladet-program". Resumé. 7 April 2015. 

21. ^ “Leif Silbersky till Brottscentralen". Dagens Media. 26 August 2015. 


22. ^ "MMS Årsrapport 2015 2014-12-29-2016-01-03" (PDF). Mediamétning i Skandinavien. 


External links[edit] 


e Netherlands 
e UK 


DMAX (British TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from DMAX (UK TV channel)) 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


DMAX 
Launched 8 January 2008 
Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 


Audience share 0.33% 


0.01% (+1) (March 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Everyday Heroes 


Replaced OBE +1 (Sky) 


Travel Channel (Freesat, Freeview) 


Sister channel(s) Animal Planet 
Discovery Channel 
Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Science 


Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Really 

MEC 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift DMAX +1 
service 
Website https://www.dplay.co.uk/channels/ 
dmax 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 37 


Channel 900 (+1 - Coming Soon) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 150 
Channel 151 (+1) 


Sky Channel 172 
Channel 272 (+1) 


Astra 2F 12382 H 27500 5/6 
(28.2°E) 12382 H 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Channel 171 


Media (UK) Channel 214 (+1) 
Virgin Media Channel 214 
Ireland 

IPTV 
eir Vision Channel 134 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 
Horizon Go Watch live (Ireland only) 


DMAX is a British free-to-air male-oriented TV channel in the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. Discovery announced on 22 November 2007 that they would 
launch a version of DMAX in the UK and Ireland market on 8 January 2008 after its initial 
success in Germany.!!! 


On 16 July 2015, DMAX moved from 144 to 167 on Sky, switching places with sister 
channel Quest.”! 


Following the re-combination of the Entertainment and Lifestyle & Culture sections of 
the Sky guide, Discovery relocated some of their stations on the platform, resulting in 
DMAX being pushed down the grid to allow Discovery Home & Health to be moved up. 


In the May 2018 reorganisation of the Sky main guide, DMAX moved to channel 178. 


On 7 January 2019, it was announced that DMAX would become a free-to-air channel 
and be carried on Freeview (channel number 42) and Freesat (channel number 150) 
from 16 January, replacing sister channel Travel Channel." 


On June 12, 2019, DMAX moved to channel 37 on the Freeview platform as part of a 
reshuffle due to its owner, Discovery, Inc. acquiring Good Food, Home and Really from 
the UKTV network as part of a deal with BBC Studios. 


Timeshifted variants[edit] 


The one-hour timeshift service DMAX +1 has been available on Sky since the launch of 
DMAX, originally on channel 145. 


On 30 April 2013 TLC launched on channel 125, resulting in Challenge being relocated 
from there to channel 145, leading to DMAX +1 being moved to Sky channel 238.4 As of 
August 2014, following further guide changes DMAX +1 was on Sky channel 233. 


In the May 2018 reorganisation, timeshifts of channels in the first 99 places were placed 
on the corresponding position in the 200 range, so with DMAX moved to 178, DMAX +1 
was shifted to 278. 


The DMAX +1 service went free-to-air alongside the parent channel in 2019 and took 
the place of Travel Channel +1 on the Freesat guide. 


A two-hour timeshift channel named DMAX +2 launched on Sky on 1 April 2008. DMAX 
+2 closed on 30 April 2013 when TLC launched, with the accompanying TLC +1 
launched on channel 195, which had been DMAX +2. 


Another timeshift channel named DMAX +1.5 launched on Sky on 18 August 2008. 
DMAX +1.5 was closed down on 2 November 2009 when Quest +1 launched. 


Discovery decided to make a new division called Discovery Entertainment Group Ltd. in 
the UK. It will operate Quest, Quest Red, Food Network, Home, Really, Discovery and 
Animal Planet. Later on, it decided for DEG to operate TLC and DMAX as their +1 
Channel will add to Freeview on January 1st 2020. 


Programming[edit] 


e Airwolf 

e American Chopper 

e Animal Cops: Detroit 

e Archer 

e Bojack Horseman 

e Challenge Tommy Walsh 

e Chop Shop: London Garage 
e Come Dine with Me 

e Crash Test Danny 

e Crime Museum UK with Martin Kemp 
e The Crocodile Hunter 

e Deadliest Catch 

e Dirty Jobs 

e Ghosthunters 

e Holmes on Homes 

e How It's Made 

e | Escaped Death 

e Kenny the Shark 

e LAInk 

e Life Below Zero 

e Little People, Big World 

e London Ink 

e London's Burning (No longer shown on DMAX) 
e Magnum, P.I. 

e Marooned with Ed Stafford 
e = Miami Ink 

e Misfit Garage 


e Monsters Inside Me 
e Mountain Monsters 
e My Shocking Story 
e Mystery Hunters 

e MythBusters 

e Nick's Quest 

e NYPD Blue 

e Operation Repo 

e Pet Rescue 

e Sci-Busters 

e Scien-trific! 

e Strange Sex 

e Supernanny 

e Toddlers & Tiaras 

e Tommy Walsh Makes It Big 
e Wheeler Dealers 

e Wicked Attraction 

e Wife Swap (UK) 

e Wife Swap (U.S.) 

e Wildlife SOS 


See also[edit] 


e DMAX (TV channel) 
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This article is about the British television channel. For the American television channel, 
see Quest (American TV network). 


Quest 


QUEST 


Launched 30 September 2009 (originally scheduled 
to launch 14 May 2009) 


Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture 1080i HDTV 


format (downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


Audience 0.97% 
share 0.10% (+1) (August 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Where Fact is Bigger than Fiction 
Country United Kingdom 
Replaced DMAX +1.5 (Quest +1) 


Sister Animal Planet 
channel(s) Discovery Channel 
Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Science 


Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 

DMAX 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest Red 

Really 

TEG 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift Quest +1 


service 


Website https://www.dplay.co.uk/channels/quest 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 12 


Channel 76 (+1) 


Channel 114 (HD) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 167 (SD/HD) 


Channel 168 (+1) 


Channel 172 (SD) 


Sky Channel 144 (SD/HD) 


Channel 244 (+1) 


Channel 831 (SD) 


Astra 11426 V 29500 8/9 (HD) 


2E (28.2°E) 


Astra 12382 H 27500 5/6 
2F (28.2°E) 

Cable 
Virgin Channel 169 (HD) 
Media Channel 213 (+1) 
Virgin Channel 154 
Media 
Ireland 

IPTV 


Eir Vision Channel 154 


Swisscom Channel arbitrary 


TV 
Streaming media 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Watch live (+1 Timeshift) (UK only) 


dplay Watch live 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere 


Quest is a British free-to-air television channel available in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. Quest provides factual, lifestyle, entertainment programmes and 
other imported material. The channel is operated by Discovery, Inc.. 


History[edit] 
Launch[edit] 


In October 2008, Discovery announced that they would launch a channel on Freeview in 
early 2009, but without using the "Discovery" name. A placeholder appeared on 
Freeview channel 47 on 5 January 2009 and Tiscali TV channel 109 on 14 May 2009. 

1 Although the channel planned to launch on 14 May 2009 at 10 am, after broadcasting 
a promo loop on the planned launch morning, at 10 am the channel returned to 
displaying a "Coming soon" message. 


The Quest website displayed a message reading: "Regrettably we have made the 
decision to postpone the launch of Quest. Due to a number of commercial factors we 
have had to make this difficult decision. We did not make this decision lightly and we 
are working towards launching Quest in the near future. We would like to apologise 
wholeheartedly to any of you that have been looking forward to this launch." 


In August 2009, Discovery Networks announced that it planned to launch the channel on 
30 September 2009.“ At the same time the channel moved to channel 38.5 Quest 
launched on Sky, on 1 October 2009, after acquiring an EPG slot from Information TV 2. 
Quest +1 launched on Sky, replacing DMAX +1.5 on 2 November 2009. 


Quest launched on Virgin Media on 25 March 2010 on channel 179. 


Quest moved to channel 12 on Freeview, a space previously occupied by Dave, due to 
its owner Discovery, Inc. acquiring Good Food, Home and Really from the UKTV network 
(which owns Dave) as part of a deal with BBC Studios. 


Quest HD is available on Swisscom TV (IPTV) in Switzerland since November 2019 
Notable features[edit] 


It is notable for cropping the top and bottom from 4:3 programming in order to make it 
16:9. Furthermore, if the channel is viewed with a receiver set to 4:3, the sides are 
cropped from the image (including cutting the channel logo in half) meaning only the 
very centre of the original picture is viewable. 


Full-timeLedit] 


On 15 October 2010, Quest began broadcasting a 24-hour schedule on all platforms 
except Freeview. On 30 June 2011, Gems TV acquired a 24-hour Freeview stream, 

8 ending their timeshare with Quest, allowing Quest to begin broadcasting for 24 hours 
a day on Freeview as well. 


Quest +1 on Freeview[edit] 


At the beginning of March 2014, Quest +1 appeared on Freeview channel 57. On 27 
May 2014, Quest moved on Freeview to channel 37 and Quest +1 moved to channel 38. 
On 15 March 2017 it moved to channel 92 due to the launch of sister channel Quest 
Red, and later channel 76 following closures. 


Sports coverage[edit] 


On 21 July 2014, Quest announced that they would be broadcasting live football in the 
form of the 2014 Schalke 04 Cup - a pre-season tournament featuring the likes 

of Newcastle United F.C. and West Ham United F.C."! Five months later the channel 
broadcast live coverage of the Dubai Challenge Cup. 


Speedway highlights are also shown on Quest. 


Since 2016, Quest has showed coverage of the British Superbike Championship live, 
free-to-air. Originally, it was to avoid a clash with other events being shown on 
Eurosport's normal broadcast channels, but subsequently the event has regularly been 
shown on the channel either live or by highlights.“ 


In late 2016, Quest broadcast live coverage and highlights of the new Home Series 
International Snooker Series, Quest broadcast afternoon sessions live of the English, 
Scottish and Northern Irish Opens with evening coverage exclusively on Eurosport and 
highlights. Both Eurosport & Quest cover the final sessions of each tournament live. The 
coverage is presented by Andy Goldstein or Colin Murray alongside Jimmy White, Neal 
Foulds & Ronnie O'Sullivan with commentary by the usual Eurosport commentators Joe 
Johnson, Neal Foulds, Dave Hendon & Philip Studd. 


From the end of 2018, Quest will broadcast live coverage (up to 4 races) & all highlights 
of the Formula E series." 


From 5 January 2019, Quest will show live coverage and highlights of the BDO World 
Darts Championship, BDO World Trophy and the World Masters for three years from 
2019; they will share coverage with their sister channel Eurosport.) 


Quest also shows parts of the 24 Hours of Le Mans each year along with its sister 
channels Eurosport 1 and Eurosport 2. 


Quest will also show highlights of the MotoGP World Championship along with Moto2 
and Moto3 beginning from 2019. 


English Football League (EFL)[edit] 
Main article: EFL on Quest 


Kicking-off from the 2018-19 season, the four-year deal will see Quest provide 90 
minutes of extensive match highlights of the English Championship, League 

One and League Two, hosted by Colin Murray, in primetime at 9pm every Saturday 
night.“ As a result, the channel announced a HD version would launch in July 2018. It 
launched on 21 July 2018 on Virgin Media channel 217 but was removed on 24 July 
2018. It officially launched on 2 August 2018 on Virgin Media, on 3 August on Freesat 
and Sky, and on 14 August on Freeview.22 


The EFL said in its news release on 4 May 2018 that "the partnership between the EFL 
and Quest will guarantee accessible high quality, free-to-air coverage for football fans 
across the country". When the first show was broadcast on 4 August 2018, viewers 
experienced frequent breakup of picture and the screen aspect was reduced to the 
obsolete 4:3 ratio. Numerous complaints were made and DigitalSpy ran a feature on the 
impact of the "technical difficulties". Quest claimed that "some" viewers experienced 
problems but the Digita/Spy investigation strongly suggests that everyone was 
impacted. Quest added that they were working to resolve the issue.24 


Sky channel moves[edit] 


On 17 October 2013, Quest moved from 154 to 167 on Sky, while TLC +1 moved from 
195 to 154, and Quest +1 moved from 167 to 195. 


On 16 July 2015, Quest moved from 167 to 144 on Sky, switching places with sister 
channel DMAX.22 


Quest and Quest Red removed their encryption and began broadcasting free-to-air on 
satellite in June 2017, and were added to the Freesat guide early in July.2% 


As part of Sky's major EPG reshuffle on 1 May 2018, Quest +1 moved from channel 195 
to 244 (due to Quest not moving from channel 144). 


Logosledit] 


ms QUEST 


Quest logo used from 30 September 2009 - 20 July 2014 


QUEST 


Quest logo used from 21 July 2014 - present 


See also[edit] 


e Quest Red 

e Quest Arabiya 

e EFL on Quest 

e The FBI Files 

e Salvage Hunters 


e Quest (U.S. TV network) 
e Forensic Detectives2%2ui23) 
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) 


Genre Football Highlights 


‘Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s English 


No. of series 1 


EFL on Quest 


Production 


Running time 90 minutes (regular) 


120 minutes (occasional) 


Production compan IMG 


y(s) ITN Productions 


Release 


Original network Quest 


Picture format 16:9 1080i 
Audio format Stereo 
First shown in United Kingdom 
Original release 2018 - present 
Chronology 
Preceded by Football League Tonight (Channel 


5) 


EFL on Quest is a football highlight programme on the Quest channel in the United 
Kingdom. The programme covers the English Football League, taking over from Channel 
5's Football League Tonight. 


Starting from the 2018-19 season, the four-year deal saw Quest provide 90 minutes of 
extensive match highlights of the English Championship, League One and League Two, 
hosted by Colin Murray, in primetime at 9pm every Saturday night. As a result, the 
channel announced a HD version would launch in July 2018. It launched on 21 July 2018 
on Virgin Media channel 217 but was removed on 24 July 2018. It officially launched on 
2 August 2018 on Virgin Media, on 3 August on Freesat and Sky, and on 14 August on 
Freeview. A duplicate version was also added to Virgin Media from 22 July 2018 to 11 
August 2018 on channel 194 as a replacement for Dave HD following 

the UKTV channels' removals.2 


The EFL said in its news release on 4 May 2018 that "the partnership between the EFL 
and Quest will guarantee accessible high quality, free-to-air coverage for football fans 
across the country". When the first programme was broadcast on 4 August 2018, 


viewers experienced frequent breakup of picture and the screen aspect was reduced to 
the obsolete 4:3 ratio. Numerous complaints were made and DigitalSpy ran a feature on 
the impact of the "technical difficulties". Quest claimed that "some" viewers 
experienced problems but the Digita/Spy investigation strongly suggests that everyone 
was impacted. Quest added that they were working to resolve the issue. 


Starting on 30 March 2019, the programme was extended to two hours, with increased 
coverage of League One and League Two and with a second pundit added.“ 


Presenters and pundits[edit] 


The programme is usually presented by former BBC and Channel 5 presenter Colin 
Murray, although on certain weekends the show is presented by the likes of BT Sport's 
Jules Breach. 


Alongside the presenter are two of a number of pundits, including lan Holloway, Dean 
Ashton, Stephen Warnock, Michael Brown, Sue Smith, Curtis Davies, Sam Parkin, Ali 
Maxwell, Michael Appleton and Gary McSheffrey. Sometimes guest pundits such as EFL 
managers are also present. 


Commentary comes from the Pitch International world feed commentators, such as Paul 
Walker, Nigel Adderley, Kevin Keatings, Dan Mason, Jon Champion, Steve Wilson, Dan_ 
O'Hagan, John Roder, Chris Sharples, Dave Farrar, Joe Speight, James Fielden, Jon 
Driscoll, Martin Fisher and Sam Matterface. QUEST also uses their own commentators on 
certain games, such as Simon Watts, Jonathan Legard, Andy Clarke, and world feed 
regulars such as Paul Walker, Dan Mason, Chris Sharples and Dan O'Hagan. 


The programme has largely the same reporters as the BBC's The Football League 
Show and Channel 5's Football League Tonight - regulars include the likes of Sue 
Thearle, Chris Ford, Georgie Bingham, Dave Beckett, Matt Williams, Nick Halling, Jack 
Woodward, Tom Skippings, Jonathan Legard, Danny Jamieson, Ollie Wilson, Alison 
Bender, Will Cope and Tim Long. 
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Quest Red 


QUEST RED 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Sister channel(s) 


15 March 2017 


Discovery, Inc. 
16:9 576i SDTV 


0.39% 
0.03% (+1) January 2018, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Animal Planet 


Discovery Channel 


Discovery HD 
Discovery History 


Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Science 


Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 


DMAX 


Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Really 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Astra 2F (28.2°E) 


Virgin Media 


Virgin Media 


Ireland 


Eir Vision 


ILC 


Travel Channel 


www.dplay.co.uk/live/quest-red 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 38 
Channel 78 (+1) 


Satellite 


Channel 169 
Channel 170 (+1) 


Channel 149 
Channel 249 (+1) 


12382 H 27500 5/6 
12382 H 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Channel 170 


Channel 159 


Channel 155 


Streaming media 


dplay Watch live 


Quest Red is a digital television channel in the United Kingdom broadcasting factual, 
lifestyle, crime and reality programming aimed at a female audience. The channel is 
operated by Discovery, Inc. and runs as a sibling to Discovery's established Freeview 
channel Quest, launched in 2009. 


History[edit] 


In mid-February 2017, shortly after the completion of an eleventh-hour carriage deal 
with Sky to retain a presence on the satellite platform for its current and future 
channels, Discovery Communications head David Zaslav told a corporate conference 
call that a second Freeview channel, to sit alongside Quest, would launch during 2017.4 


The following day, more details of the channel were confirmed, including its name and 
branding (which will include a red version of the Quest 'Q' channel symbol), content 
(some of which will be shared with sibling channels such as ID and TLC), and launch 
date of 15 March. 


The station will be available as a free-to-air channel on the Freeview platform (and, by 
extension, to users of the BT and TalkTalk YouView platforms), and on the subscription 
satellite and cable platforms operated by Sky and Virgin Media UK and Republic of 
Ireland. 


At launch, the channel was, like Quest, encrypted on satellite and thus not available on 
Freesat. Quest and Quest Red removed their encryption and began broadcasting free- 
to-air over satellite in June 2017, and were added to the Freesat guide early in July. 


A full one-hour timeshifted variant of Quest Red was launched on the Sky platform in 
tandem with the launch of the principal channel. From 14 June 2017, Quest Red +1 was 
made available to Freeview users for three hours a day in the early morning, taking 
over the capacity vacated by the earlier relocation of Quest +1 to a different, longer 
slot.21 On 28 November 2017, Quest Red +1 launched on Freesat. 


At launch, Quest Red wasn't available to Sky Ireland and Northern Ireland viewers due 
to a carriage agreement with Raidió Teilifís Eireann that allowed RTE One and RTE2 to 
be available on the EPG in Northern Ireland and also that the channel was channel 162 
in the British guide. As part of Sky's major EPG reshuffle on 1 May 2018, Quest Red (and 
+1) became available to both Ireland and Northern Ireland customers, in addition to 
moving to 149 for Great Britain customers, a slot they acquired from ITV Digital 
Channels Ltd, who previously had ITVBe on that slot apart from regions where STV is on 
channel 103. 


Launch[edit] 


Advance listings information indicated that the first programme screened on the 
channel would be an episode of Homes Under the Hammer. Ahead of broadcast, this 
was changed: Extreme Couponing, which had initially been due to follow HUtH in the 
schedule, was brought forward to 10 am, with HUTtH following at 11 am. 


A placeholder for Quest Red was made available on the Virgin Media platform early in 
the morning of 15 March, ahead of the channel's launch; the new channel was added to 
the Sky programme guide at approximately 10:45 am on launch day, and to Freeview 


from noon. A number of other changes to services on the Freeview platform were made 
simultaneously with the addition of Quest Red, including a reduction in the broadcast 
hours of Quest +1, which also moved down the programme guide to release LCN 38 to 
Quest Red. (Quest +1 would later move again, into space created by the reduction 

of Hochanda's Freeview hours, in turn allowing the three-hour slot vacated by Quest +1 
to be taken up by Quest Red's +1 timeshift channel.) 


Programming[edit] 


e 60 Minute Makover with Peter Andre 
e Animal Cops 

e Bondi Vet 

e Cake Boss 

e Disappeared 

e Evil Lives Here 

e Extreme Couponing 

e Forbidden: Dying for Love 

e Ghost Asylum 

e Jo Frost: Nanny On Tour 

e Katie Price: My Crazy Life 

e Long Lost Family US 

e Gypsy Brides US 

e Homes Under the Hammer 

e House of Horrors: Kidnapped 

e Is OJ. Innocent? The Missing Evidence 
e Leah Remini: Scientology and the Aftermath 
e Long Island Medium 

e Martin Kemp's Detective 

e My Naked Secret 

e My 600-/b_Life 

e Nightmare Next Door 

e Paranormal Lockdown 

e Salvage Hunters 

e Say Yes to the Dress 

e Scorned: Love Kills 

e Southern Fried Homicide 

e True Crime with Aphrodite Jones 

e Vogue Williams Investigates 


See also[edit] 


e Quest 


References[edit] 


^ "Second Discovery Freeview channel in the works". 
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External links[edit] 


e Discovery Communications news release on the launch of Quest Red, 2017-02-16 
e Official website 
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Discovery Home & Health 


home&health 


Launched 1 July 2000 
Owned by Discovery, Inc. 
Picture format 576i 16:9 SDTV 
Audience share 0.02% 


0.01% (+1) (April 2017, BARB) 


Formerly called Discovery Health (2000-2005) 


Sister channel(s) Animal Planet 
Discovery Channel 
Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Science 
Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 
DMAX 
Food Network 


Home 


Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Really 

TLE 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift service Discovery Home & Health +1 
Availability | 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 177 


Channel 277 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 280 
Channel 284 (+1) 


Virgin Media (Ireland) Channel 210 


WightFibre Channel 80 
IPTV 
eir Vision Channel 240 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


health. 


Former logo 


Discovery Home & Health is a television channel. It was launched on 1 July 2000 as 
part of the Discovery Channel's bouquet of channels, as Discovery Health, following a 
similar format to the American channel of the same name. 


It was rebranded on 7 May 2005 to its current name, and relaunched as a female 
oriented lifestyle channel. This coincided with the relaunch of Discovery Home & Leisure 
as Discovery Real Time, a male oriented channel.” 


On 30 April 2013, Discovery Home & Health received a new look, following the closure 
of Discovery Real Time and Discovery Travel & Living, and began broadcasting in 
widescreen, the last of Discovery's UK channels to do so. Some programming from the 
closed channels was transferred over to Home & Health. At the same time the channels 
also moved into Real Time's old EPG slots on Sky and did so on Virgin Media on 7 May 
2013.2 

Programming[edit] 


Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Discovery Home & Health 
References[edit] 


1. ^ Shelley, Darren (14 April 2005). "Discovery to rebrand Health, Home & Leisure". Digital 
Spy. Archived from the original on 1 September 2006. Retrieved 23 April 2013. 

2. ^ Hadley, Paul (24 April 2013). "Changes to Discovery channels this month". 
Entertainment Interactive. Retrieved 30 April 2013. 


External links[edit] 


e Discovery Channel UK 
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Main article: Discovery Home & Health 


The following are the list of programmes that are broadcast by Discovery Home 
& Health. 


Aledit] 


© A&E 

e The A-List Diet 

e Adoption Stories 

e Aerobic Conditioning 
e All Star Workouts 

e Amazing Births 


Bledit] 


Babes in the Wood 
Baby Days 

A Baby Story 

Baby Tales 

Baby's Room 
Berman & Berman 
Big Medicine 
BirthDay 

e Body Spectacular 

e Bringing Home Baby 


Cledit] 


Catwalk Mums 
Celebrity Slimming 
Charm School 
Chicago Medical 
Cleanaholics 

Come Dine With Me 
Cover Shot 

Crash Test Mommy 
Critical Condition 
The Critical Hour 


D{edit] 


A Dating Story 
Desperate Dieters 
Desperate Houses 
Dietbusters 

Downsize Me 

Dr. G: Medical Examiner 
Dr. Know 


The Dummies Guide - contains 4 "mini- 
programmes"; Dating, Marriage, Parenting and Pregnancy for Dummies 


Dwarf Stories 


E[edit] 


Emergency 
Emergency Medics 


F[edit] 


Face The Family 

Fat Academy 

Fat Doctor 

Fifty Stone Man... 

Fifty Stone Woman... 
Fixing Dinner 

From Here to Maternity 


H[edit] 


Help Me to Speak 

Home Birth Diaries 

House of Babies 

How Clean is Your House? 
How to Live Longer 

Human Stories 

Homes Under The Hammer 


I[edit] 


I'd Kill For A Baby 


Kledit] 


Kitchen Crimes 


L[edit] 


Lisa Williams: Life Among the Dead 


Little People, Big World 
Losing It: Tales From Fat Camp 


Medit] 


Make Room for Baby 
Making Space 
Maternity Ward 
Medical Miracles 
Mini Models 

A Model Life... 
Multiple Mums 
Mum + One 
Mums The Word 
My Big Foot... 

My Greek Kitchen 


Niedit] 


Nanny School 
National Body Challenge 


Pledit] 


Perfect Housewife 

Perfect Proposal 

A Place in the Sun 

Plastic Surgeons 

Plastic Surgery: Before and After 
Portland Babies 

Prison Doctors 

Purely Cosmetic 


Riedit] 


The Real ER 

Rebuilt: The Human Body Shop 
Renovate My Wardrobe 
Rescue Mediums 

Resident Life 

Rich Bride Poor Bride 

Room 2B You 


S[edit] 


Save Us From Our House! 
Sex Change 

Sex Tips For Girls 
Sextuplets 


e Shalom in the Home 
e Silicone Chicks 

e Slimming Club 

e Smooth Movers 

e Strictly Dr. Drew 

e Student Midwives 

e Style By Jury 


e Super Humans 


e Supernanny 
e Surviving Sextuplets and Twins 


Tledit] 


e Take Home Chef 

e Test Tube Babies 

e Texas Cheer Moms 

e Things | Hate About You 
e Til Debt Do Us Part 

e Trauma Team 

e Twins by Surrogacy 

e Twins in Peril 

e The Biggest Loser 


Uledit] 


e Untold Stories of the E.R. 
Wiledit] 


e A Wedding Story 

e What Men Want 

e What Women Want 

e When Surgical Tools... 
e Who Rules the Roost 

e Who'll Age Worst 

e World's Fattest Kids... 


Y[edit] 


e  Yorkhill Hospital 
e Yummy Mummy 
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Discovery Shed 


Launched 20 March 2009 

Owned by Discovery, Inc. 

Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 
Audience share 0.03% (April 2017, BARB) 
Slogan Get your hands dirty 
Country United Kingdom 
Replaced Discovery Real Time Extra 
Sister channel(s) Animal Planet 


Discovery Channel 


Discovery HD 
Discovery History 


Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Science 


Discovery Turbo 


DMAX 


Food Network 
Home 
Investigation Discovery 


Quest 


Quest Red 


Really 
TUG 


Travel Channel 


Website www.discoveryshed.co.uk 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 197 
Cable 
Virgin Media (UK) Channel 281 


Virgin Media (Ireland) Channel 155 


eir Vision Channel 242 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Discovery Shed is a TV channel in the United Kingdom from Discovery, Inc. which 
replaced Discovery Real Time Extra. The channel launched on 20 March 2009.2 The 
channel features programming covering fishing, DIY, construction, cars, bikes, and 
outdoor extreme adventure. 


See also[edit] 


e Discovery Channel 
e Discovery Real Time 


e Discovery Turbo 


ReferencesS[edit] 
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2. ^ "Media: Real Time to become Shed". Marketing Magazine. 24 February 2009. 
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TLC 
Launched 30 April 2013 
Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 
Audience share 0.25% 
0.05% (+1) 
0.02% (+2) 
(September 2015, BARB) 


Slogan pleased to meet you 


Country United Kingdom 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Sky 


Astra 2F 


English 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Animal Planet 
Discovery Channel 
Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 
Discovery Science 
Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 

DMAX 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Really 


Travel Channel 


TLC +1 


uk.tlc.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 133 (HD) 


Channel 233 (+1) 


Channel 827 (SD) 


12382 H 27500 5/6 (SD) 


(28.2°E) 12168 V 27500 2/3 (HD) 
11038 V 22000 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 167 (HD) 
Channel 172 (+1) 


Virgin Media Channel 121 
Ireland 
WightFibre Channel 79 
IPTV 
BT Channel 323 (SD) 


Channel 377 (HD) 


Plusnet Channel 323 (SD) 
Channel 377 (HD) 


Eir Vision Channel 125 


Streaming media 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 

Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 

UPC Horizon Watch live (Ireland only) 

Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


TLC is a British pay television channel owned by Discovery Inc. It is based on the 
American channel of the same name. It launched on 30 April 2013 at 8:00 p.m., 
! replacing Discovery Real Time and DMAX +2.12 


The original version of TLC was launched in 1994 and was subsequently renamed 
Discovery Home & Leisure and later Discovery Real Time as part of Discovery's 
catalogue of themed channels. Given that TLC is chasing a completely different 
demographic than the old TLC, Discovery is treating it as a new channel launch rather 
than a return. 


On 30 April 2013, TLC +1 was launched, replacing DMAX +2. 


A two-hour timeshift, TLC +2, was launched on 16 September 2013. It closed down on 
27 April 2018, and was rebranded as Discovery Turbo +15 


Programming[edit] 


Programming consists of acquired shows and original commissions.“ TLC also 
features an Oprah Winfrey Network branded programme block. 


Current programming[edit] 
Acquired shows[edit] 


e 90 Day Fiancé 

e Beachfront Bargain Hunt 
e Brides of Beverly Hills 

e Cake Boss 

e Cheer Perfection 

e Curvy Brides Boutique 

e Extreme Couponing 

e Here Comes Honey Boo Boo 
e Breaking Amish 

e Breaking the Faith 

e Dating Naked 

e Devious Maids 

e The Dr. Oz Show 

e The Exes 

e The Golden Girls 

e Gypsy Brides US 

e OutDaughtered 

e | Didn't Know I Was Pregnant 
e Last Chance Saloon 

e Long Island Medium 

e Mistresses 

e My Mother Is Obsessed 

e My Lottery Dream Home 
e My Strange Addiction 

e The Nanny 

e Oprah's Lifeclass 

e Oprah's Next Chapter 

e Toddlers & Tiaras 


e Say Yes to the Dress 
e Scorned 


Secret Princes 


Super Soul Sunday 


Swinger Wives 
Your Style in His Hands 


Original commissions| edit] 


Celebrity Fat Fighters 


Jodie Marsh On... 

Last Chance Salon 

My Naked Secret 

Ultimate Shopper 

Undercover Mums 

Your Style in His Hands 

The Charlotte Crosby Experience 


If Katie Hopkins Ruled the World 


Katie Price's Pony Club 
Say Yes to the Dress: UK 
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Eurosport 1 


*#-UROSPORT i 


Launched 5 February 1989; 30 years ago 


Network Eurosport 
Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture format 4K UHDTV 
1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience See separate section 
share 

Slogan Fuel your passion 
Country France 


Broadcast area Europe 


Headquarters  lssy-les-Moulineaux, France 


Formerly Eurosport (1989-2015) 
called British Eurosport (1999-2015, UK) 
Sister List[show 
channel(s) 
Website www.eurosport.com 
Availability 
Terrestrial 


See separate section 


Satellite 


See separate section 


Cable 


See separate section 


IPTV 


See separate section 


Streaming media 


Eurosport Watch live (subscription required) 


Player 


See separate section 


Eurosport 1 is a pan-European television sports network channel operated 

by Eurosport, a subsidiary of Discovery, Inc. Discovery took a 20% minority interest 
share in December 2012, and became majority shareholder in the Eurosport venture 
with TF1 in January 2014, taking a 51% share of the company,” On 22 July 2015 
Discovery agreed to acquire TF1's remaining 49% stake in the venture. 


The channel is available in 73 countries, in 21 different languages providing viewers 
with European and international sporting events. Eurosport first launched on European 
satellites on 5 February 1989. On 13 November 2015 Eurosport changed the name of its 
main channel into Eurosport 1.“ 


Sporting events[edit] 
Ut] SPORT 


Logo used from 2011-2015 


Eurosport provides viewers with European and international sporting events, certain 
events are not available in a particular country due to Eurosport not being the rights 
holder in that territory. 


Football[edit] 


e UEFA Nations League (Denmark only) 
e European Qualifiers (Denmark only) 
o UEFA Euro 2020 qualifying 


o 2022 FIFA World Cup qualification 
e UEFA National Team Friendlies (Denmark only) 


e UEFA Women's Champions League (exclude final from 2018-19 season) 

e UEFA Europa League (only for Denmark and Sweden) 

e Bundesliga (only for the Balkan Peninsula, the Baltics, Russia, Serbia, Scandinavia 
and most of Southeastern Europe) 

e DFB-Pokal (Poland only) 

e Premier League (Romania only) 

e Hero I-league (Only for Europe and central Asia) 

e Ekstraklasa (except Germany and the UK) 

e Eliteserien (Norway Only) 

e Coupe de France (France Only) 

e CAF African Cup of Nations (only for Ireland, Portugal, Spain, and UK) 

e Copa América (Romania only) 


Basketball[edit] 


e EuroLeague (only for Ireland, Italy, and UK) 
e EuroCup (only for Ireland, Italy, Poland, and UK) 
e Serie A (Italy only) 


e Coppa italia (Italy only) 
e Supercoppa Italiana (Italy only) 


Motorsport[edit] 


Eurosport Events is the Eurosport group's world-class sporting events 
management/promotion/production division, which promotes the FIA World Touring Car 
Championship (WTCC), the FIA European Touring Car Cup and the FIA European Rally 
Championship. Eurosport broadcasts every WTCC race live and every ERC rally either 
live or with daily highlights. 


Eurosport Events (formerly known as 'KSO Kigema Sports Organisation Ltd') was also 
the promoter of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge, a rival rallying series to the World 
Rally Championship. The IRC ceased at the end of the 2012 season, with Eurosport 
taking over series promotion of the ERC from 2013. 


Since 2008, the Eurosport Group has also been broadcasting the annual 24 Hours of Le 
Mans in full. 


Eurosport airs MotoGP and Superbike World Championship in France and Germany, and 
has Spanish broadcasting rights for NASCAR and IndyCar Series. 


On 29 September 2015, Eurosport acquired the Portuguese broadcasting rights 
for Formula One between 2016 and 2018.4 


Other sports[edit] 


Other sporting events shown on Eurosport include the Paris Dakar Rally, Monte Carlo 
Rally, athletics events such as World Athletics Championships and the European 
Athletics Championships, cycling events such as the Tour de France, Giro d'Italia and 
the Vuelta a Espana, tennis events including the French Open, Australian 

Open, Wimbledon (only for Belgium and shared coverage with the BBC in the UK) and 
the US Open, World Championship Snooker, ICC World Twenty20, ICC Cricket World 
Cup, ICC Champions Trophy, Sudirman Cup, All England Open Badminton 
Championships, Australian Football League, basketball events such as Eurocup 
Basketball and Olympiakos Piraeus home matches in the Greek Basket League (only for 
Poland), PGA Tour (only for Italy), winter sports, skating and surfing. 


In June 2015 it was announced that Eurosport had secured the pan-European rights 
(except Russia) to the winter and summer Olympic Games between 2018 and 2024.1 


Feedsl[edit] 


In Europe, Eurosport 1 is generally available in basic cable and satellite television 
packages. Since 1999, Eurosport 1 provides various opt-out services providing more 
relevant sporting content specific to language, advertising and commentary needs. 
Eurosport offers a stand-alone channel which provides a standardised version of the 
channel (Eurosport International in English). Alongside this there are also local 
Eurosport channels in France, United Kingdom, Italy, Germany, Poland, Nordic 

region, Benelux region, and Asia Pacific. These channels offer greater sporting content 
with local sporting events, while also utilising the existing pan-European feed. The 
German version of Eurosport is the only one available free-to-air on 

European digital satellite television. 


Eurosport 1 is currently broadcast in twenty one 

languages: English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Swedish, Norw 
egian, Danish, Finnish, Icelandic, Russian, Polish, Czech, Hungarian, Romanian, Bulgaria 
n, Serbian, Greek, Turkish and Persian. 


HD feed[edit] 


#_UROSPORT fi"? 


Logo of Eurosport 1 HD 


A high-definition simulcast feed of Eurosport started broadcasting on 25 May 2008. The 
first event covered in HD was the 2008 French Open at Roland Garros. On 13 November 
2015 it changed its name to Eurosport 1 HD. 


Availability[edit] 
Terrestrial[edit] 


e Boxer (Sweden): Channel 40 
e Digitenne (Netherlands): Channel 18 (HD) 
e Lattelecom (Latvia): Channel 19 
e PlusTV (Finland): Channel 45 
e Digital terrestrial television (Germany): 
o Channel 28 (Hanover) 


Channel 36 (Cologne/Bonn) 
Channel 46 (Hamburg) 
Channel 52 (Ruhr area) 
Channel 56 (Berlin) 
Channel 60 (Braunschweig) 


o ooo 


Satellite[edit] 


Max TV (Romania): Channel TBA 

Antenna Digital (Hungary): Channel TBA 

Astra 19.2°E: 12.227 GHz H / 27500 (German, FTA) 
Astro (Malaysia): Channel 814 

BiG TV (Indonesia): Channel 949 

Boom TV (Romania): Channel 51 

Bulsatcom (Bulgaria): Channel 205, Channel 204 (HD) 
Canal Digitaal (Netherlands): Channel 28 (HD) 

Canal Digital (Nordic countries) 

CanalSat (France): Channel 121 (HD) 

CanalSat (Mauritius): Channel 61 (HD) 

Cignal Digital TV (Philippines): Channel 94 

Cyfrowy Polsat (Poland): Channel 14, Channel 120 (HD) 
Dialog TV (Sri Lanka): Channel 33 (SD) 

Digi TV (Hungary): Channel ? 

Digi TV (Romania): Channel TBA 

Digiturk (Turkey): Channel 71, Channel 371 (HD) 
Dolce (Romania): Channel 301 

D-Smart (Turkey): Channel 40, Channel 114 (HD) 

DTV (Thailand): Channel 3 (HD) 

Foxtel (Australia): Channel 511 (SD/HD), Channel 1511 (SD) 
GMMZ (Thailand): Channel 359 (SD) 

HD+ (Germany) 

Joyne (Netherlands): Channel 18 (HD) 

Movistar+ (Spain): Channel 61 (HD, SD) 

NTV Plus (Russia) 

OTE TV (Greece): Channel 305 (HD) 

Sky Deutschland: Channel 281 (SD), Channel 239 (HD) 
Sky Direct: Coming Soon 

Sky Ireland: Channel 410 (SD/HD), Channel 864 (SD) 
SKY Italia (Italy): Channel 210 (HD), Channel 267 (SD) 
Sky UK: Channel 410 (SD/HD), Channel 864 (SD) 

TV Vlaanderen (Belgium): Channel 75, Channel 74 (HD) 
UPC Direkt (Hungary): Channel 85 

Yes (Israel): Channel 51 (HD), Channel 551 

NOS Satélite (Portugal): Channel 26, Channel 27 (HD) 
CANAL+ (Myanmar): Channel 53 


Cable[edit] 


Cabovisao (Portugal): Channel 67, Channel 216 (HD) 


Caiway (Netherlands): Channel 20 (HD) 

Com Hem (Sweden): Channel 10, Channel 102 (HD) 

CTH (Thailand): Channel 67 

DELTA (Netherlands): Channel 32 (HD) 

Destiny Cable (Philippines): Channel 214 (Digital) 

Digi TV (Hungary): Channel 33 

Foxtel (Australia): Channel 511 (SD/HD), Channel 1511 (SD) 
GMM Z (Thailand): Channel 372 

Hot (Israel): Channel 49 

Kabel Deutschland (Germany): Channel 402 (SD) / 446 (HD) 
Kabel Noord (Netherlands): Channel 300 (HD) 

Lattelecom: Channel 401, Channel 403 (HD) 

Nacional'nye kabel'nye seti (Russia): Channel 54 

Naxoo: Channel 163 (Deutsch), Channel 248 (Spanish) 
Numericable (France): Channel 151 (HD) 

Optus TV (Australia): Channel 511 

RCS&RDS (Romania): Channel 23 

Serbia Broadband: Channel 267, Channel 136 (HD) 

Sky Cable (Philippines): Channel 214 (SD), Channel 249 (HD) 
SkyCable (Philippines): Channel 106 

Telenet (Brussels): Channel 168 (HD, English/Dutch) 
Channel 620 (French) 

Channel 621 (English/Dutch) 

Telenet (Flanders): Channel 65 (HD, English/Dutch) 
Channel 210 (English/Dutch) 

Channel 220 (French) 

T-Home (Hungary): Channel 9 

T-Home Digital (Hungary): Channel S26 

UPC Digital (Hungary): Channel 44 (HD), Channel 45 

UPC (Hungary): Channel 13 

UPC Poland (Poland): Channel 564, Channel 565 (HD) 

UPC (Romania): Channel 203 (digital with DVR), Channel 73 (digital) 
Virgin Media Ireland: Channel 423, Channel 424 (HD) 

Virgin Media (UK): Channel 521 (HD) 

Vodafone TV (Spain): Channel 250 (HD) 

WightFibre (UK): Channel 87 

Ziggo (Netherlands): Channel 20 (HD), Channel 941 (SD) 
NOS (Portugal): Channel 26, Channel 27 (HD) 

Macau Cable TV:Channel 630 

Turksat Kablo TV (Turkey): Channel S21 


IPT V[edit] 


Al TV (Austria): Channel 99 (SD) 

BT (United Kingdom): Channel 412, Channel 435 (HD) 
CHT MOD (Taiwan): Channel 216 

Cosmote TV (Greece): Channel 21 

eir Vision (Ireland): Channel 413, Channel 427 (HD) 
iNES (Romania): Channel 


KPN (Netherlands): Channel 35 (HD) 

MEO (Portugal): Channel 36 (HD), Channel 37 
Moldtelecom (Moldova): Channel 301 
Movistar+ (Spain): Channel 61 (HD, SD) 

e On Telecoms (Greece): Channel 46 

e Open IPTV (Serbia): Channel 561 

e Orange TV (Spain): Channel 100 (HD) 

e Singtel TV (Singapore): Channel 112 (HD) 

SK Telecom B TV (South Korea): Channel 654 
Tele2 (Netherlands): Channel 38 

Telekom Entertain (Germany): Channel 50 (SD) 
T-Home (Hungary): Channel 

T-Mobile (Netherlands): Channel 131 (HD) 
Tivibu (Turkey): Channel 85 

TPG IPTV (Australia): Channel 677 

Vodafone TV (Greece): Channel 551 (HD) 
Vodafone TV Net Voz (Portugal): Channel 25, Channel 26 (HD) 
myTV Super (Hong Kong): Channel 305 

Xbox 360 (Australia): Channel 511 

MojaTV (Bosnia and Herzegovina): Channel 34 


Online[edit] 


e Sky Go (UK and Ireland): Watch live 

e TVPlayer (UK): Watch live 

e Eurosport Player (European Broadcasting Union countries): Watch live 
Horizon Go (Ireland): Watch live 

Virgin TV Anywhere (UK): Watch live 

Ziggo GO (Netherlands): Watch live 

Toggle (Singapore): Watch live 


Viewing share[edit] 


Being an international channel, Eurosport's performance differs significantly between 
different countries. The figures below show the channel's share of overall viewing in 
some countries. 
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Eurosport 2 is a European sports television network. It is a sister channel to Eurosport 
1 and part of the Eurosport Network. Several different versions of the channel exist 
across Europe, where television rights for sport differ. 


Launchl[edit] 


TUJ SPORT 


Eurosport 2 logo used from 2011 to 2015 


Eurosport 2 launched on 10 January 2005. It is currently available in 50 million homes 
and 47 countries,“ broadcasting in 18 different 

languages English, Swedish, French, Italian, German, Greek, Hungarian, Russian, Bulgari 
an, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Serbian, Turkish, Czech, Dutch, Spanish and Danish. 


Programming[edit] 


Eurosport 2 considers itself "the new generation sports channel", and is dedicated to 
team sports and in particular ‘alternative’ and niche sports including European 
basketball, National Lacrosse League, Twenty20 cricket, AFL Aussie Rules, surfing and 
the Handball Champions League, amongst others. 


On 2 July 2010, the Arena Football League announced that Eurosport 2 would show 
matches that the NFL Network broadcast in the United States on a tape delay for the 


rest of the season, as well as coverage of ArenaBowl XXIII. The deal also includes rights 
for the entire 2011 season to be broadcast on the channel. 


Eurosport 2 HD[edit] 
»#_UROSPORT A"? 


Logo of Eurosport 2 HD 


Eurosport 2 HD, a high-definition version of the channel is also available. In central and 
northern Europe, it carries some exclusive programming such as Bundesliga football 
from Germany, WWE wrestling shows and live Australian Rules Football matches, which 
are not available on other versions due to local networks holding the rights. 


Eurosport DK[edit] 


Eurosport DK was a Danish television channel owned by Discovery Networks Northern 
Europe. The channel replaced Canal 8 Sport and Eurosport 2 in Denmark on 1 July 2015. 
[31 


On 28 May 2015, Discovery Networks Northern Europe announced that they would 
merge Canal 8 Sport and Eurosport 2 into Eurosport DK in Denmark, broadcasting 


football from Danish Superliga, the Bundesliga, Major League Soccer, Capital One 
Cup, UEFA Euro 2016 qualifying, Tennis from ATP Tour, WTA Tour and 3 Grand Slams, 
Cycling from UCI World Tour, Winter sport, Motorsports. 


On 15 February 2016, the channel was replaced by Eurosport 2.51 


Eurosport Norway[edit] 


Eurosport Norway is a Norwegian television channel that replaced Eurosport 2 since 3 
September 2015. , It is owned by Discovery Networks Norway and broadcasts 
Norwegian eliteserien and other Eurosport programming. 


English Language Bundesliga commentators[edit] 


Name 
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=F Tony Jeffers 
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Richardson 


ESS Andreas Jòrger 


ZÁ Stuart Telford 


E N Mark Rodden 


Availability[edit] 
Terrestrial[edit] 


Lattelecom (Latvia): Channel 51 
Mediaset Premium (Italy): Channel 385 


Satellite[edit] 


Max TV (Romania): Channel 

Boom TV (Romania): Channel 52 

Bulsatcom (Bulgaria): Channel 206 

Canal Digitaal (Netherlands): Channel 29 (SD) 

CanalSat (Mauritius): Channel 62 

CanalSat (France): Channel 125 (HD) 

Cyfrowy Polsat (Poland): Channel 15, Channel 121 (HD) and Channel 514 (SD) 
Digiturk (Turkey): Channel 72 

Dolce (Romania): Channel 26 

Joyne (Netherlands): Channel 19 (HD) 

Movistar+ (Spain): Channel 62 (SD) 

n (Poland): Channel 112 (HD) 

NTV Plus (Russia): Channel 

OTE TV (Greece): Channel 306 

Sky (UK & Ireland): Channel 411 (SD/HD) and Channel 865 (SD) 
Sky Italia (Italy): Channel 211 

TV Vlaanderen (Belgium): Channel 76 

UPC Direkt (Hungary): Channel 86 


Cable[edit] 


Caiway (Netherlands): Channel 137 (HD) 
Com Hem (Sweden): Channel 103 

DELTA (Netherlands): Channel 151 (SD) 
Global Destiny (Philippines): Channel 36 


Digi TV (Hungary): Channel 37 

Hot (Israel): Channel 59 

Kabel Deutschland (Germany): Channel 373 

Kabel Noord (Netherlands): Channel 301 (HD) 

e Lattelecom (Latvia): Channel 402 

e Nacional'nye kabel'nye seti (Russia): Channel 56 

e Naxoo (Switzerland): Channel 81 

e Numericable (France): Channel 152 

RCS&RDS (Romania): Channel 30 

Serbia Broadband: Channel 268 and Channel 137 (HD) 
Telenet (Flanders): Channel 211 

T-Home (Hungary): Channel 38 

T-Home Digital (Hungary): Channel S38 

UPC Digital (Hungary): Channel 46 

UPC Poland (Poland): Channel 564 

UPC Poland: Channel 566 and Channel 567 (HD) 

UPC Romania: Channel 211 

Virgin Media Ireland: Channel 425 and Channel 426 (HD) 
Virgin Media (UK): Channel 522 (HD) 

Vodafone TV (Spain): Channel 251 (HD) 

WightFibre (UK): Channel 88 

Ziggo (Netherlands): Channel 411 (HD) 

ZON TV (Portugal): Channel 28 (no coverage in Mirandela) 


IPT V[edit] 


Belgacom TV (Belgium): Channel 74 (Dutch) and Channel 85 (French) 
BT TV (United Kingdom): Channel 413 and Channel 436 (HD) 
eir Vision (Ireland): Channel 414 and Channel 428 (HD) 
KPN (Netherlands): Channel 36 (HD) 

MEO (Portugal): Channel 38 

MojaTV (Bosnia and Herzegovina): Channel 35 

Movistar+ (Spain): Channel 62 (HD, SD) 

On Telecoms(Greece): Channel 47 

Open IPTV (Serbia): Channel 562 

Orange TV (Spain): Channel 101 (HD) 

Tele2 (Netherlands): Channel 208 (SD) 

T-Home (Hungary): Channel 

T-Mobile (Netherlands): Channel 132 (HD) 

Tivibu (Turkey): Channel 86 

Vodafone Tv Net Voz (Portugal): Channel 27 

iNES (Romania): Channel 


Online[edit] 


Sky Go (UK & Ireland): Watch live 

TVPlayer (UK): Watch live 

Eurosport Player (European Broadcasting Union countries): Watch live 
Horizon GO (Ireland): Horizon.tv 


e Virgin TV Anywhere (UK): Watch live 
e Ziggo GO (Netherlands): ZiggoGO.tv 


External links[edit] 


e Official Site 
e Danish Presentation 
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This article is about the US channel. For the Canadian channel, see Food Network 
(Canada). For other uses, see Food Network (disambiquation). 


Food Network 
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Discovery, Inc. (699 
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Nexstar Media Group (31%) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
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Freeview (UK) 


(downscaled to 
letterboxed 480i for 


the SDTV feed) 


UK: 
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0.02% (+1) 

(April 2017, BARB) 


Dig In! 


United States 


Worldwide 


New York City, New York, 


United States 


TV Food Network (1993-97) 


Cooking Channel 


Animal Planet 


Discovery Channel 


Destination America 


DIY Network 
Great American Country 


HGTV 


Oprah Winfrey Network 
Ite: 


Travel Channel 


www.foodnetwork.com 


Availability 


Terrestrial 
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Freeview (Australia) 
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Channel 231 (SD/HD) 


Channel 358 (HD) 
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Food Network is an American pay television channel that is owned by Television Food 
Network, G.P., a joint venture and general partnership between Discovery, Inc. (which 
holds a 69% ownership stake of the network) and Nexstar Media Group (which owns the 
remaining 31%). Despite this ownership structure, the channel is managed and 
operated as a division of Discovery Networks U.S. The channel airs both special and 
regular episodic programs about food and cooking. 


In addition to its headquarters in New York City, Food Network has offices in Atlanta, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, Detroit, Jersey City, Cincinnati, and Knoxville. 


As of September 2018, 91 million households receive Food Network (98.6% of 
households with cable) in the United States. 


History[edit] 
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challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Food 

Network" - news « newspapers " books = scholar = JSTOR (April 

2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Food Network was founded on April 19, 1993, as "TV Food Network"; its legal name 
remains Television Food Network, G. P. The network shortened its brand name within a 
few years and discontinued the "TV" portion of the name, thus leaving it as "Food 
Network". The network initially launched on November 22, 1993 with two initial shows 
featuring David Rosengarten, Donna Hanover, and Robin Leach. On November 23, 1993, 
Food Network launched its live broadcasting. It was developed by Reese 

Schonfeld (one of the founders of CNN), under the direction of Providence 

Journal president Trygve Myrhen. Its original partners included the Journal 

itself, Adelphia, Scripps-Howard, Continental Cablevision, Cablevision, and most 
importantly, the Tribune Company, which provided the network's technical output. 


Former logo, used from 1997 to 2003. 


Schonfeld, was appointed as managing director of TV Food Network and maintained a 
spot on its management board along with two Providence Journal employees. The 
original lineup for the network included Emeril Lagasse (Essence of Emeril), Debbi 
Fields, Donna Hanover, David Rosengarten, Curtis Aikens, Dr. Louis Aronne, Jacques 
Pépin, and Robin Leach. The following year, the network acquired the rights to the Julia 
Child library from WGBH. 


In 1995, Schonfeld resigned as managing director of the network, but remained on its 
board until 1998, when he sold his interest in the company to Scripps. In 1996, Erica 
Gruen was hired as the president and CEO of TV Food Network, becoming the second 
woman in history to be the CEO of a U.S. television network. Gruen led the network into 
an explosive growth until 1998, by launching the largest and number one site for 

food, FoodNetwork.com, more than doubling the subscriber base, tripling the viewership 
and multiplying the network's yearly revenue.“ In 1997, it was the second fastest 
growing cable network. Gruen changed the brand positioning from Schonfeld's "TV for 
people who cook" to "TV for everyone who loves to eat," thereby greatly improving the 
appeal to viewers and advertisers, and saving the network from bankruptcy. Greg Willis 
and Cathy Rasenberger were two of the original members of the start-up team who led 
the affiliate sales and marketing of the company from 1995 to 1998. Greg Willis served 
as senior vice president of worldwide distribution until he left to join Liberty Media in 
1998. 


000 


network 


Food Network logo used from 2003 to 2013. In 2013, a new version of this logo was introduced 


with a different font. 


The A. H. Belo Corporation acquired Food Network when it purchased The Providence 
Journal Company in 1996.5 Myrhen left the Journal Company the following year. Belo 
sold the network to the E. W. Scripps Company in 1997, in a trade deal that resulted in 
Belo acquiring the television-radio station combination of KENS-AM/TV in San Antonio 
Texas. In March 2009, the Food Network launched a repurposed Food.com as a 
bookmarking site that allows users to aggregate and search for recipes from different 
sources online. 


The 1080i high definition simulcast feed of Food Network launched on March 31, 2008. 


Food Network was first launched outside of North America in the United Kingdom on 
November 9, 2009, and in Asia on July 5, 2010 (on StarHub TV channel 433 and in HD 
on channel 468).2 Since the UK launch on November 9, 2009 on Sky, the channel has 
been added to the Freesat, Freeview? and Virgin Media platforms.“ 


In January 2015, the Food Network collaborated with Snapchat and launched its own 
Food Network channel, "Discover Food Network", where social media users can watch 
the channel through the app. The channel features recipes, food hacks, and tips to 
entertain and appeal to the social media savvy millennials of today while watching from 
the palm of their hands." 


Food Network programming[edit] 
Further information: List of programs broadcast by Food Network 
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Food Network programming is divided into a daytime block known as "Food Network in 
the Kitchen" and a primetime lineup branded as "Food Network Nighttime". Generally, 
"In the Kitchen" is dedicated to instructional cooking programs, while "Nighttime" 
features food-related entertainment programs, such as cooking competitions, food- 
related travel shows, and reality shows. Promos identify "Food Network Nighttime" 
programming but not "In the Kitchen" daytime programming. Many of the channel's 
personalities routinely pull double-duty (or more) - hosting both daytime and nighttime 
programming - and the channel regularly offers specials which typically either follow its 
personalities on working vacations, or bring together a number of personalities for a 
themed cooking event. Food Network broadcasts on weekdays from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 
a.m. and weekends from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 a.m. ET, with the rest of the day being taken 
by infomercials. The UK channel broadcasts from 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. (UK 

time GMT/BST as applicable) daily. 


Mario Batali and Bobby Flay joined the network in 1995. In 1996, Erica Gruen, the 
network's CEO, and Joe Langhan, an executive producer at the Food Network, 

created Emeril Live!, which became the channel's signature series. Although Batali has 
moved on to other endeavours, Flay still appears regularly on many programs, 

including /ron Chef America, the channel's well-received remake of the original Japanese 
series. /ron Chef America's host, Alton Brown, gained a cult following for his Good Eats, 
which mixed science, cooking and off-beat humor. Later the network had a series 
entitled, "Ruggerio to Go" hosted by David Ruggerio. 


In 2002, Food Network made an appeal to the home cook by adding Paula's Home 
Cooking, hosted by Paula Deen. Home Cooking focused mostly on Southern cuisine and 
comfort food. The show took overly complicated recipes and classic dishes and broke 
them down for the home cook. The show did increasingly well, and Deen revamped the 
show in a series called Paula's Best Dishes. In this series, friends and family members 
would join her in the kitchen and put a twist on classics and introduce new recipes. In 
June 2013, Food Network announced that they were not renewing Deen's contract due 
to publicity about her racial remarks revealed in a lawsuit brought on by a former 
worker,22! 


Currently, the channel's biggest cross-over stars are Rachael Ray and Paula Deen, who 
have both taken their cable following (primarily through the series 30 Minute Meals, $40 
a Day, and Paula's Best Dishes) into a syndicated talk show and Positively Paula. 

Both Paula Deen and Rachael Ray also have merchandise lines of cookware, food 
products and pet lines. 


Beginning in 2005, an annual reality contest, The Next Food Network Star, brought 
viewers to New York City to compete for their own show on the channel. Previous 
winners include Dan Smith and Steve McDonagh (Party Line with The Hearty Boys), Guy. 
Fieri (Guy's Big Bite, Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives, Guy Off the Hook, Ultimate Recipe 
Showdown, Guy's Big Night, Guy's Family Feast, Guy's Grocery Games), Amy Finley (The 


Gourmet Next Door), Aaron McCargo, Jr. (Big Daddy's House), Melissa d'Arabian (Ten 
Dollar Dinners), and Aarti Sequeira (Aarti Party).#3 For the 2010 season, production 


of The Next Food Network Star was relocated to Los Angeles. It has become the 
network's flagship show. For most of its 13-year run, season finales of the show have 
been followed by lead-out shows the network deems has great potential and will draw 
even more viewers. These consist of either premieres of new shows, season premieres 
of continuing shows, or episodes of continuing shows that are significant to the 
schedule. For instance, the most recent season finale of Star was followed by the 
season premiere of Beat Bobby Flay. 


In December 2007, The New York Times business section published an article on the 
end of Emeril Lagasse's show Emeri/ Live, and quoted Brooke Johnson, the president, as 
saying that Lagasse "remains a valued member of the Food Network family".2% Derek 
Baine, senior analyst at the media research firm SNL Kagan, is reported to have 
commented, "It's not surprising that people move on... They pay almost nothing for the 
people as they are building their careers... That's been their strategy all along". The 
article also commented on the declining popularity of the Food Network whose daily 
ratings were reported had fallen "to an average of 544,000 people from 580,000 a year 
[earlier]". It noted, "More significant, its signature weekend block of instructional 
programs, known collectively as 'In the Kitchen,' has lost 15 percent of its audience in 
the last year, to 830,000 viewers on average. This had left the network owing refunds, 
known as 'make goods,’ to advertisers." Erica Gruen, president and CEO of the Food 
Network from 1996-1998 who created Emeri/ Live during her tenure, was reported to 
have blamed the decline on increased competition, "There's all sorts of instructional 
cooking video on the Web". But it reported that, "Bob Tuschman, Food Network's 
senior vice president for programming and production, said the weekend ratings drop 
was ‘nothing we haven't anticipated’. He said the network's ratings in that time period 
grew by double digits in each of the last four years, growth that could not be 
sustained."2# It also wrote, "About a year ago, the Food Network began aggressively 
trying to change that with new deals that were 'way more onerous' from the stars’ point 
of view, said a person who has been affected by the changing strategy, by insisting ona 
stake in book deals and licensing ventures, and control over outside activities.22 


Carriage[edit] 
Past American carriage disputes[edit] 


On January 1, 2010, HGTV and Food Network were removed from cable 

provider Cablevision, which operates systems serving areas surrounding New York City. 
Scripps removed HGTV and Food Network from Cablevision following the expiration of 
the company's carriage contract on December 31, 2009; Cablevision and Scripps had 
been in negotiations for several months to agree on a new contract, but no progress 
had been made. The discontinuance of Food Network from Cablevision led the channel 
to make arrangements with Tribune-owned CW affiliates WPIX in New York City 

and WTXX in Hartford, Connecticut to broadcast a special episode of /ron Chef 
America with First Lady Michelle Obama on January 10, 2010, after that episode enjoyed 
high ratings on its January 3 cable premiere.“4 On January 21, 2010, Cablevision and 
Scripps reached an agreement that resulted in Food Network and HGTV being restored 
on Cablevision's systems that day." 


A similar carriage dispute with AT&T U-verse resulted in Food Network, Cooking 
Channel, HGTV, DIY Network, and Great American Country being dropped by the 
provider on November 5, 2010; the dispute was resolved two days later, on November 
7, 2010, after the two parties reached a new carriage agreement. 2224 


Food Network video game[edit] 


Red Fly Studio developed a video game for the Wii console in partnership with Food 
Network called Cook or Be Cooked. The game, which was published by Namco Bandai 
Games and was released on November 3, 2009, simulates real cooking experiences.) 
231 Players can also try out the recipes featured on the game. There is also a video game 
based on /ron Chef America entitled Iron Chef America: Supreme Cuisine 24 


Food Network around the world[edit] 
UK[edit] 


In accordance with an agreement between Scripps and Chellomedia, Food Network 
programs started to air internationally in the fourth quarter of 2009 in the United 
Kingdom and then in other markets in early 2010.25 


Food Network UK initially launched on the Sky platform as a free-to-air channel, joined 
by a +1 hour timeshift, taking the channel slots vacated by the closure of Real Estate 
TV. (Following Scripps' acquisition of Travel Channel International, the four channel 
positions on Sky were reordered to move Food Network up the grid.) Food Network and 
+1 were subsequently also made available on the Freesat satellite platform. 


On terrestrial service Freeview, initially a four-hour primetime evening bloc was 
acquired, sharing capacity with channels including Create and Craft; subsequently Food 
Network relocated to its own full-day service, with the four-hour berth used to bring 
Travel Channel to DTT. (Travel has since itself moved to all-day operation, with the 
evening hours now absorbed into Create & Craft.) Scripps subsequently signed a 
carriage deal with Virgin Media to bring Food Network and Travel Channel to the cable 
platform (in Travel's case this was a re-addition following its earlier removal from the 
cable platform.) 


In September 2019 it was announced that the former UKTV channel Good Food, which 
Discovery had acquired full control of earlier in the year, would be closed from 12 
September 2019, with its content merged into Food Network UK. 2 


International[edit] 


Some countries have their own Food Network. Examples include: Food Network 

Canada, Food Network Asia, Food Network Italy and Food Network Europe. In the second 
half of 2014, Food Network Brazil began broadcasting with programs fully dubbed in 
Portuguese and optional subtitles. 22 On February 1, 2015, Food Network launched 

on Australian IPTV service Fetch TV.2#l291 Food Network South America began 
broadcasting in March 2015 with full Spanish dubbed programs. 


A localised free-to-air Australian version was launched on 17 November 2015 by SBS, 
which had a licensing and programming output arrangement with Scripps.24 Another 
reiteration, the Seven Network's 7food network began broadcasting in December 2018 
after SBS's deal ended in November 2018. 


On 1 December 2018, Discovery Networks Asia Pacific rebranded its Food TV channel in 
New Zealand to a New Zealand version of Food Network.2 


Food Network was available in the Netherlands and Flanders between 22 April 
2010 and 31 January 2019. Content from former Scripps television channels Travel 
Channel, Fine Living and Food Network has been integrated into the programming 
of Discovery, TLC and Investigation Discovery in the Benelux.) 


Television Food Network, G.P.[edit] 


In 2011, Scripps requested to add its Cooking Channel, formerly Fine Living Network, to 
the partnership and Tribune agreed. With the Cooking Channel considered to be worth 
$350 million, Tribune would need to add additional capital.84 


See also[edit] 


= United States portal 


le “fi Television portal 


Food portal 


e Food Network (Canada) 


e Food Network (Australia) 


e Food Network (New Zealand) 


e List of programs broadcast by the Food Network 


e The Food Network Awards 
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Travel Channel 


travel 


CHANNEL 


Launched 


Network 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Broadcast area 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


February 1994; 25 years ago 


Discovery Networks International 


Discovery, Inc. 
(2018-present) 

Scripps Networks Interactive 
(2012-2018) 

Travel Channel International 
Limited 

(2004-2012) 

Landmark Communications 


(1994-2004) 


1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.17% 
0.02% (+1) (February 2017, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


EMEA and APAC 


List[show] 


www.travelchanneltv.eu 


Availability 


Satellite 


See separate section 


Cable 


Unitymedia (Germ Channel 452 


any) 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 282 


Streaming media 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


Travel Channel International is a commercial television channel owned by Discovery, 
Inc. and broadcasting travel-themed programmes in the EMEA regions and Asia Pacific, 
spanning 21 on-air languages. 


The channel was formally operated by Travel Channel International Limited (TCI) and, 
despite the name, it had no relation with the American television channel of the same 
name. TCI was acquired by Scripps Networks Interactive, owners of the American 
channel, in May 2012.! In March 2018, Discovery, Inc. acquired Scripps Networks 
Interactive." Beginning in October 2018, the International service has again diverged 
from the American network in its programming as the latter network was relaunched as 
a destination for paranormal and supernatural programming. 


History[edit] 
HD 


travel 


CHANNEL 


Travel Channel HD logo 


‘travel 


channel 


Travel Channel logo used by TCI from 2000 to 25 March 2013 


Travel Channel was launched by Landmark Communications in Europe in February 
1994. In 2004, it was sold to the station's chief executive Richard Wolfe and placed 
under the wings of Travel Channel International Limited (TCI). 


A second, sister channel, Travel Channel 2, launched on Sky Digital in the UK and 
Ireland on 11 February 2008 but closed on 2 March 2009 when the EPG slot was sold 
to TCM UK. Travel Channel International began to offer their high definition channel, 
Travel Channel HD, throughout Europe on 15 November 2010 and consequently Asia. 


TCI was acquired by Scripps Networks Interactive in May 2012.“ On 25 March 2013, 
Travel Channel received refreshed branding, with an overhaul of its scheduling and 
programming.” 


On 2 April 2013, the channel was launched on Freesat, a free-to-air satellite television 
platform in the United Kingdom. As of 2017, the British version does not carry an HD 
simulcast. 


In March 2018, Discovery, Inc. acquired Scripps Networks Interactive. 


On 16 January 2019, Travel Channel was removed from Freesat and Freeview in favour 
of sister channel DMAX in the United Kingdom. 


Travel Channel closed in the Netherlands and Flanders on 31 January 2019. Content 
from former Scripps television channels Travel Channel, Fine Living and Food 


Network has been integrated into the programming of Discovery, TLC and Investigation 
Discovery in the Benelux. 


Travel Channel +1 closed on Sky UK on 16 September 2019 and was replaced by a 
timeshift of UKTV's Drama. 


Channels[edit] 


e Travel Channel (UK, SD) 

e Travel Channel (EMEA, SD/HD simulcast) 
e Travel Channel (Poland, SD/HD simulcast) 
e Travel Channel (Asia, SD/HD simulcast) 

e Travel Channel (India, SD/HD simulcast) 

e Travel Channel (New Zealand, SD) 
e Travel Channel (Australia, HD) 


Availability[edit] 
Satellite[edit] 


e Astra 28.2°E (UK & Ireland): 12.382 H Travel Channel, FTA 

e belN Channels Network (Middle East & North Africa): Channel 356 (HD) 
e CanalDigitaal (Netherlands): Channel 361 (Travel Channel, UK version) 
e Cosmote TV (Greece): Channel 408 (HD) 

e Cyfrowy Polsat (Poland): Channel 78 (HD) 

e DigitAlb (Albania): Channel 76 (HD) 

e Bulsatcom (Bulgaria): Channel 66 

e DStv (South Africa): Channel 179 

e MagtiSat (Georgia): Channel 417 

e NC+ (Poland): Channel 86 (HD) 


e NOVA Greece: Channel 405 

e Orange Polska: Channel 468 (HD) 

e Orange Romania: Channel 700 (HD) 

e Polaris Media (Serbia): Channel 210 

e Sky (UK & Ireland): Channel 178 

e Telekom TV (Romania): Channel 372 

e TotalTV (Balkans): Channel 315 

e ZAP (sub-Saharan countries): Channel 127 


Programming[edit] 


Travel Channel's lineup consists of programming involving travel, such as guides 
to holiday planning, and traditional documentary programming about destinations, 
cuisine, culture, nature and shopping, along with other types of travel such 

as backpacking, culinary tourism, ecotourism and luxury tourism. 
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e Travel Channel Asia Pacific 
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For the US version, see HGTV. 


Home 


Launched 1 November 1997 


(as UK Style) 


Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 


Audience share 0.24% 


0.02% (+1) (February 2017, BARB) 


Slogan "There's No Place Like It" 
Country United Kingdom and Ireland 
Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom and Ireland 


Formerly called UK Style (1997-2004) 
UKTV Style (2004-2009) 


Sister channel(s) Animal Planet 


Discovery Channel 


Discovery HD 
Discovery History 


Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Science 


Discovery Shed 


Discovery Turbo 


DMAX 

Food Network 
Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 


Really 
MEG 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift service Home +1 


UKTV Style +2 (Closed) 


Website Home 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 42 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 166 
Sky (UK) Channel 158 


Channel 258 (+1) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 162 
Channel 262 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11344 H 27500 5/6 


(28.2°E) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 279 
Channel 283 (+1) 


IPTV 


Eir Vision Channel 246 


Streaming media 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Sky Go Watch live 


(UK and Ireland only) 


dplay Watch live (UK only) 


Home is a British interior home and garden-orientated lifestyle television 

channel broadcasting in the United Kingdom and Ireland, currently owned by Discovery, 
Inc. The channel originally launched on 1 November 1997 and relaunched in its current 
format on 30 April 2009. Home is broadcast 24 hours a day on Sky and TVPlayer. The 
channel was transmitted by terrestrial provider ITV Digital 24 hours a day until the 
company's collapse in 2002. Home made a return to terrestrial screens for a time in the 
mid-2000s (decade) as part of the now-defunct Top Up TV system, and became 
available as a free-to-air linear service on Freeview from 1 March 2016." 


History[edit] 


The channel originally launched on 1 November 1997 as UK Style, broadcasting 
lifestyle programming from the archive of the BBC and from external producers. The 
channel was launched as part of the initial creation of the UKTV network, following the 
success of sister channel UK Gold. The channels success was noted when new 
channel UK Food was created with the sole purpose to free up the space on UK Style's 
schedule by transferring all food programming to the new channel. 


In January 2003, another new channel called UK Bright Ideas was created to showcase 
programming from UK Style and UK Food on the digital terrestrial network Freeview. 
This was later extended to all networks, allowing repeats of some programmes to air on 
this channel only. On 8 March 2004, in line with the rest of the UKTV network, the 
channel changed its name to UKTV Style. The channel's schedule was further freed up 
by the creation of new channel UKTV Style Gardens in January 2005, which allowed the 
transfer of all landscape and gardening programmes to the new channel. The channel 
name was later shortened to UKTV Gardens in 2007. 


As part of the rebranding of UKTV's channels to unique names and identities, UKTV Style 
was rebranded as Home on 30 April 2009 and repositioned to include programming 


based around home improvement, gardens and home lifestyle programmes.” Other 
female lifestyle programmes were transferred to newly created channel Really, and all 
gardening programmes were transferred from UKTV Gardens to Home as part of the 
rebrand. 


On 1 April 2019, it was announced that UKTV co-owner Discovery Inc. would acquire the 
BBC's stake in Home." 


In June 2019, Discovery announced that Home would be replaced by a local version 
of HGTV.” 


Timeshift[edit] 


The channel had a one-hour timeshift called UKTV Style +1. This was later 

rebranded Home +1 and broadcasts at the same time as the main channel only one 
hour later. A two-hour timeshift called UKTV Style +2 launched on 12 December 2007 
on major platforms, replacing UKTV Bright Ideas on Sky. The channel closed on 15 
September 2008 to make room for new entertainment channel Watch. 


uctv 
STARE 


The channel's original identity revolved around the screen split in half horizontally with 
two objects coming together to form one object. Examples of these idents include an 
ornament added on top of a flower and still retains that image, wine pouring into a 
glass, with the base of glass formed out of pouring paint from a tin and a boater hat 
forming the bowl for some strawberries and cream. These idents were accompanied by 
a logo consisting of 'UK' inside a box and the channel name 'Style' written after on a line 
di upper case. The channel also had a digital on-screen graphic (DOG) of the same logo. 


On-air identity[edit] 


UKTV Style logo 


During July 2002, the channel relaunched in image along with the rest of the UKTV 
network. The box and line logos were replaced with the channel name stylised ‘ Style 
with a four-box pattern positioned to the right of the logo. This style had been adopted 
by the majority of the UKTV channels, with each channel's symbol representing the 
idents simplified and the channel focus in some ways. The boxes were arranged with 
one rectangle down the left-hand side, one running along the top half of the screen, a 
third in the centre bottom and a fourth in the bottom right corner. This arrangement 
was also reflected in the relaunched idents in 2001, with a different image in each 
section of the four-part arrangement. The idents were changed again in January 2003, 
with the same pattern used again. This time the pattern would appear integrated within 
the neutrally coloured home space, occasionally in shades of red. The pattern against 
the logo was also changed to shades of red at this time. 


With the rebrand to UKTV Style, the idents changed to a neutrally coloured house 
interior and occupiers, which when looked through a mirror is improved and brightly 
coloured. This was however replaced in 2006 to a stream of purple moving across the 
screen. In both cases, the double lined UKTV Style logo would be aligned to the left of 


the screen. Then in 2007, the idents features the people are painting or dancing in the 
purple background while it opens with the pictures of gardening, home improvements 
and DIY before it closes, followed by the UKTV Style closes down. The channel also 
adopted the station colour of purple at the same time, and three different shades of the 
colour would appear at the ending of promotions for programmes on the channel and 
for promotions for the channel on the UKTV network itself. 


Following the rebrand to Home, the idents now feature a virtual tour of a home of 
varying sorts, with various features pointed out by text, usually of a comical nature. 
These include identifying the pet cat as "5th Flatmate", dirt on the floor as "Old carpet, 
new mud", a carpet as a "trip hazard", some old suitcases as the "DVD cabinet" and an 
ornament having "survived 3 moves and 2 extensions". The home logo outside of the 
circle then forms up over the centre of the scene. Scenes from homes are also used in 
promotion graphics and 'stings' which show the channel name during advert breaks.M18 


Programming[edit] 


The output of the channel shows lifestyle programmes, mainly gardening, home 
improvements and DIY shows, that are a combination of internally produced shows, 
repeats of shows from the BBC archive and international imports. Notable shows 
include: 


e A Place by the Sea 

e A Place in the Sun: Home or Away? 
e A Place in the Sun 

e Antiques Roadshow 

e Bargain Hunt 


e The Block 
e Car Booty 


e Cash in the Attic 

e Changing Rooms 

e DIY SOS 

e Escape to the Country 

e Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
e Fantasy Homes By the Sea 

e Flog It! 

e Fourin a Bed 

e Ground Force 

e Gutted 

e Homes Under the Hammer 

e The Hotel Inspector 

e How Clean Is Your House? 

e Living in the Sun 

e The Million Pound Property Experiment 
e Staying Put 

e Storage Hunters UK 

e To Buy or Not to Buy 

e Trash to Cash 

e Would Like to Meet 


See also[edit] 


e HGTV (US 
e Good Food 
e UKTV Gardens 


e UKTV Bright Ideas 
e UKTV 


e Television in the United Kingdom 
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e Home 


e Home on Facebook 


e UK Style at TVARK 
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Really 


REALLY 


Launched 19 May 2009 


Owned by Discovery, Inc. 

Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 

Audience share 0.54% (December 2018, BARB) 
Slogan "Life on TV" 

Country United Kingdom and Ireland 
Language English 

Broadcast area United Kingdom and Ireland 
Formerly called Really TV 

Replaced UKTV Gardens 

Sister channel(s) Animal Planet 


Discovery Channel 


Discovery HD 
Discovery History 


Discovery Home & Health 


Discovery Science 


Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 


DMAX 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

TLC 


Travel Channel 


Website dplay.co.uk/channels/really 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 17 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 160 
Sky (UK) Channel 142 
| Sky (Ireland) Channel 155 
Astra 2F 11344 H 27500 5/6 
(28.2°E) 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 128 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 165 


IPTV 


| Eir Vision Channel 248 


Streaming media 


| TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


dplay Watch live (UK only) 


Really is a British free-to-air digital television channel broadcasting in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, currently owned by Discovery, Inc. The channel launched on 19 
May 2009 as UKTV's channel for female lifestyle programming and is available on 
satellite through Sky and also on digital terrestrial provider Freeview. 


History[edit] 


The channel was launched on 19 May 2009 as part of the major rebranding and 
repositioning of the UKTV network. The new channel was created to provide female and 
paranormal programming on the UKTV network, by airing programming previously aired 
on UKTV Style. As part of the repositioning of UKTV Style to Home, this channel would 
focus primarily on home and garden programming. As part of this, UKTV Gardens was 
closed, with programmes merged with Home. The new channel Really would launch 
from UKTV Gardens' broadcast slot and would replace the channel on that service. 
Responsible for launching Really would be the channel head: Clare Laycock since July 
2008." The channel was originally available only on satellite and cable services, 
however on 14 June 2011, UKTV announced that Really would launch 

on Freeview channel 20 on 2 August 2011.2The channel, along with Drama, were added 
to Virgin Media in Ireland on September 2018. 


On 1 April 2019, it was announced that UKTV co-owner Discovery Inc. would acquire the 
BBC's stake in Really. 


Identity[edit] 


Really logo from 19 May 2009 to 14 May 2013. 


Really's identity originally centred on a pop art style cartoon of women in various 
situations which as the ident goes on resolves itself into an unusual outcome. At this 
outcome, the characters are shown with speech bubbles containing the Really logo, 
which then forms into the centre of the screen. Really used a generic promotion 
layout, consisting of the logo starting off the promotion before being located in the 
bottom right corner of the screen throughout before forming in the centre of the screen, 
alongside one of the ident characters, at the end. 


Really received a new look on 15 May 2013, created by Red Bee Media, along with a 
new slogan 'Really gets you'.!6 


On 31 March 2016, Really received new idents. This time, the screen is split into two at 
a 45-degree angle, and that 2 objects come together to form one, these idents are 
similar to launch of UKTV network in 1997. For example, a rose and a hypodermic 
needle, a camera and a bank safe and X-ray and ink. 


Programmingledit] 


The majority of Really's programmes come from the programme archives of the BBC, 
through their part ownership of the UKTV network. Due to a similar remit between the 
two channels, Really re-broadcasts many programmes previously shown on the 
channel BBC Three, and a few from BBC One, ITV and Channel 4. The channel also has 
UK exclusive airings of the US shows Hart of Dixie and Covert Affairs. 


Since the channel began airing in 2009, Most Haunted Live! 2015 remains the most 
watched programme in the channels history. The episode featured a paranormal 
investigation at '30 East Drive’. 


Really's current schedule of programmes include: 


e 999 

e 10 Years Younger 

e A Life of Grime 

e A Place in the Sun 

e Addicted to Beauty 

e Antiques Road Trip 

e Being Human - (Series 1) 

e Bizarre ER 

e Blues and Twos 

e Boston Med 

e Bridezillas 

e Britain's Missing Top Model 
e Celebrity MasterChef 

e Cheaters 

e Choccywoccydoodah 

e Chopper Coppers 

e Cops 

e Covert Affairs” 

e The Clothes Show 

e Divorce Court 

e Don't Tell the Bride 

e Doctors at Large 

e Doctors To Be 

e Dr. G: Medical Examiner 

e The Ellen DeGeneres Show - (Series 9 and 10) 
e Escape to the Country 

e Extreme Makeover 

e Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
e Final Witness 

e Forensic Files 

e Fourin a Bed 

e Freaky Eaters 

e Gavin & Stacey 

e Ghost Adventures 

e Ghost Hunters 

e Grey's Anatomy - (Series 1, 2 and 3) 


e Hart of Dixie - (Series 1 and 2) 
e Haunted Collector 

e Haunting: Australia 

e Helicopter Heroes 

e Hitched or Ditched 

e How to Look Good Naked 
e | Survived Evil 

e Kill It, Cook It, Eat It 

e Mary Queen of Shops 

e MasterChef Australia 

e MasterChef New Zealand 
e MasterChef South Africa 
e Medical Emergency 

e Missing Persons Unit 

e Most Haunted 

e Most Haunted Live! 

e The 0.C®! 

e One Born Every Minute 

e Paranormal Witness 

e The Rachel Zoe Project 

e Raw Blues 

e Rescue Heroes 

e The Sex Inspectors 

e Traffic Cops 

e Trauma 

e Snog Marry Avoid? 

e Undercover Boss 

e What Not to Wear 

e Your Life in Their Hands 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 
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of Turner Classic Movies, see Turner Classic Movies and Turner Classic Movies (around 
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TCM Movies 


CMI 


—— M O V VE 3 == 


Launched 15 October 1999; 20 years ago 
Owned by Warner Bros. Europe 


Picture format 576i (SDTV) 16:9 
1080i (HDTV) 


Audience share 0.11% 
0.07% (+1) (July 2019, BARB) 


Broadcast area United 


Kingdom, Ireland, Malta and Gibraltar 
Headquarters Turner House, 
Great Marlborough Street, 


London, United Kingdom 


Formerly called Turner Classic Movies (1999-2019) 


Replaced TNT 
Sister Boomerang 
channel(s) Cartoonito 


CNN International 


Cartoon Network 


TruTV 
Timeshift TCM Movies +1 
service 
Website www.tcmuk.tv 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 315 


Channel 316 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 415 
Channel 416 (HD) 


Channel 417 (+1) 


WightFibre Channel 37 


Virgin Media Channel 327 


Ireland Channel 328 (+1) 
Naxoo Channel 49 

IPTV 
TalkTalk Channel 512 
BT Channel 512 
Eir Vision Channel 317 


TCM Movies is a subscription digital television channel featuring classic movies, mostly 
from the Turner Entertainment and Warner Bros. film libraries, which include 
many MGM titles. 


History[edit] 


It was launched in 1999, when its predecessor, TNT, dropped its film programming to 
become a general entertainment channel. Its penetration increased when it took over 
TNT's space on various platforms on 1 July 2000.4 


Unlike other versions of Turner Classic Movies and the other Turner channels in the UK, 
Turner Classic Movies UK was for a long time broadcast free-to-air. The channel became 
encrypted in January 2004 when it joined Sky's subscription packages. 


In 2009, Turner Classic Movies received a graphical makeover and a new logo in an 
attempt to attract a younger audience. With the makeover several new films were 
added to the channel's catalogue. A high definition version of the channel launched on 
4 September 2012, at the same time the standard definition version began 
broadcasting in 16:9 widescreen, whereas Turner Classic Movies 2 continued to be 
broadcast in 4:3. 


On 2 March 2009, Turner Classic Movies UK sold the EPG slot, when Travel Channel 2 
lei | osed . [citation needed] 


A one-hour timeshift, Turner Classic Movies +1, launched on 13 August 2013, replacing 
Turner Classic Movies 2.5 


On 25 July 2019, the HD channel closed on Sky. 


Turner Classic Movies was renamed to TCM Movies on 1 August 2019. 


Television series[edit] 


e Band of Brothers 
e Deadwood 
e Gunsmoke 


e Wild Boys 
e The Pillars of the Earth 
e Rome 


e The Thorn Birds 

e Hell on Wheels 

e Ed Sullivan's Rock n‘Roll Classics 
e The Best of the Ed Sullivan Show 


Turner Classic Movies 2[edit] 


Turner Classic Movies 2 (TCM 2) was a British television channel. It was a UK-only 
spin-off channel from the UK version of Turner Classic Movies, and showed popular films 
from the Turner Entertainment library (which includes MGM and Warner Bros. films). 


Films were shown from 8pm to 4am (interspersed with various original short films about 
the films) from Monday-Sunday, and the following week included a new line-up. This 
allowed the viewer to "catch-up on the big films", thus allowing the chance to see the 
preferred film on any day of the week. The channel timeshared with Cartoonito, another 
UK-only spin-off channel. The channel began airing Adult Swim at 10pm every 
Wednesday as of 4 January 2012, before moving to Friday later in April 2012. 


For unknown reasons, Turner Classic Movies 2 closed at 4am on 13 August 2013 and 
was replaced by Turner Classic Movies +1 later in the day. 


Adult Swim[edit] 


As Adult Swim shows cannot be shown on the UK version of Cartoon 

Network (as Ofcom regulated children's channels are not allowed to broadcast adult 
content), they were shown on Turner Classic Movies 2 instead. They typically started at 
1:15 AM on Saturday mornings and included shows such as: 


e Aqua Teen Hunger Force 
e Robot Chicken 


e Metalocalypse 
e The Venture Bros. 


e Tim and Eric Awesome Show, Great Job! 
e = Squidbillies 


TNT UKl[edit] 


TNT logo 


TNT UK was launched on 17 September 1993 along with Cartoon Network UK. The two 
channels shared the same transponder with Cartoon Network broadcasting during the 
day with TNT taking over for the evening and overnight period. Initially TNT was on air 
from 7pm until 5am although in 1996 TNT's start time was pushed back to 9pm. In the 
early years TNT was primarily a movie channel although the final year saw the channel 
move to a general entertainment schedule until TNT (UK) was replaced by Turner 
Classic Movies on 1 July 2000. Its old slogan was "Classic Movies". 


World Championship Wrestling launched on TNT (UK) in April 1996 with WCW Monday 
Nitro. On 9 October 1998 WCW Thunder was added. Both aired in a 9pm to 12.30am 
(variant) block starting with the debut of Thunder. When TNT (UK) was closed down, 
WCW programming was briefly moved over to Turner Classic Movies and then Bravo. 
Trailers aired on Turner Classic Movies informing viewers of the change. 


WCW Nitro 
e 1996 to 1997 - Friday Nights - 9pm - 10pm 
e 1997 to 1998 - Friday Nights - 9pm - 11pm 


e 1998 to 2000 - Friday Nights - 9pm - 11.35pm 
e 2000 - Friday Nights - 9pm - 11pm 


(WCW Nitro then changed to Bravo in 2000, on Thursday Nights - 9pm - 11pm, until 
March 2001, when WCW was purchased by the World Wrestling Federation). 


WCW Thunder 
e 9 October 1998 to 2000 - Friday Nights - 11.35pm - lam 


See also[edit] 


e Turner Classic Movies 
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This article is about the United Kingdom variant of Boomerang. For the original 
American version, see Boomerang (TV network). For Boomerang in other countries, 
see Boomerang around the world. 


Launched 


Network 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Boomerang 


en 


27 May 2000; 19 years ago 


Warner Bros. Global Kids & Young 
Adults 


Warner Bros. Europe 
Parent: WarnerMedia 


Ultimate Parent: AT&T 


576i (16:9) (SDTV) 


1080i for HDTV feed 


0.08% 
0.03% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


SES United Kingdom 
BN Republic of Ireland 
a Malta 


Language 


Headquarters 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Sky 


Virgin Media 
(UK) 


Virgin Media 


Ireland 


WightFibre 


TalkTalk Plus TV 


English 


London, England, United Kingdom 


Cartoon Network 


Cartoonito 


Turner Classic Movies 


TruTV 


Boomerang +1 


www.Boomerangtv.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 603 (SD/HD) 


Channel 618 (+1) 


Channel 641 (SD) 


Cable 


Channel 730 
Channel 731 (+1) 


Channel 603 


Channel 105 


Channel 57 (+1) 


IPTV 


Channel 487 


BT Channel 487 


Plusnet Channel 487 


Eir Vision Channel 604 


SoaresTVnet [2] Channel 419 (519 HD) 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


Now TV Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 


subscription required) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 

Virgin TV Watch live (Ireland only) 
Anywhere 

Ireland 


Boomerang is a television channel broadcast in the United Kingdom and in the 
Republic of Ireland launched on 27 May 2000. It is broadcast 24 hours on the Sky 
UK, Virgin Media, BT TV, TalkTalk TV, Virgin Media Ireland and TVPlayer (When 
subscribed to TVPlayer Plus). It mostly features classic cartoons such as Tom and 
Jerry and Scooby-Doo. 


It is a subscription digital based television channel, which features cartoons, mostly 
from the Hanna-Barbera and Warner Bros. Animation libraries, which include many 
Hanna-Barbera and Warner Bros. Animation titles. 


History[edit] 


This section may need to be rewritten to comply with 


N Wikipedia's quality standards. You can help. The discussion 
page may contain suggestions. (November 2018) 


Origins[edit] 
Boomerang UK began as a block in 1993. 


UK launch[edit] 


Boomerang launched on 27 May 2000, airing between 06:00-00:00, on Sky Digital and 
certain cable systems. Cartoon Network at the time had a tight schedule and so the 
channel was created by Turner Broadcasting to broadcast classic cartoons from the 
Hanna-Barbera, MGM and Warner Bros archive programme library, as well as freeing its 
sister network of many classics in the schedule. In May 2001 the channel became the 
second highest rated kids' channel (amongst 4-9 year olds), with over 1.3m kids tuning 
in. It was beaten only by sister channel Cartoon Network. In July that year the channel 
was launched on UK cable operator Telewest network, thus increasing viewers. James 
Greville, head of Cartoon Network UK at the time, said, "The channel launched barely a 
year ago and yet it's already beaten established kids' channels in terms of ratings and 
share". By November the channel was launched on NTL platform.“ Boomerang 
increased its library of old cartoons by acquiring rights to other animated shows such 
as Danger Mouse, Snoopy, The Pink Panther and Garfield. By the end of 2003 the 
channel started to move away from its original purpose, and moved to broadcast more 
recent programming. 

A one-hour timeshift channel known as Boomerang +1 was launched on 6 March 2006. 


[citation needed] 
Boomerang rebranded with the new international graphics package developed by UK 
based graphic design agency Art&Graft on 16 February 2015. The channel switched 


to 16:9 Widescreen on 1 June 2015. A HD feed known as Boomerang HD was launched 
on 24 June 2015.1 


On 3 September 2018, the channel was rebranded and gained a new look.!9 
Live action programming[edit] 


Between 23 July 2007 to 1 August 2009, the channel started airing live action 
programming, starting with Fraggle Rock (also on Cartoonito on the same day).22 The 
series was a co-production between Jim Henson Television and HiT Entertainment (Jim 
Henson Television's International distributing arm). The show marks a major investment 
for Turner in live action at a time when many broadcasters are reviewing their 
commitment to children's programming (with Pupeeters From America). 


Other live action series included Life with Derek,“4 popular sitcom The Latest Buzz and 
the spy show My Spy Family. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programs broadcast by Boomerang in Europe 


Logos[edit] 


Original 27 May 2000 - 13 September 2004 


Boomerang Europe 13 September 2004 - 16 February 2015 


International Rebrand 16 February 2015 - present 


International Rebrand HD 24 June 2015 - present 
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This is a list of television programs broadcast by Boomerang in the UK and Ireland, 
along with Boomerang's Italian network with dubbing into Italian. 


Current programming[edit] 


e The Adventures of Puss in Boots (3 September 2018 - present) 

e Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (5 October 2015 - present)” 

e Bunnicula (2 May 2016 - present)! 

e Dorothy and the Wizard of Oz (2 October 2017 - present) 

e Grizzy and the Lemmings (10 October 2016 - 2018; 2019-present)"! 

e LazyTown (2010 - present)" 

e Make, Shake and Jake (airs occasionally) 

e Mr Bean: The Animated Series (2010 - 2019) 

e Mr. Bean: The Live-Action Series (2012 - 2015; returning December 6, 2019 in the 
UK and Ireland) 

e Mighty Mike (1 May 2019 - present) 

e My Knight and Me (1 November 2016 - present)! 

e New Looney Tunes (formerly Wabbit) (2 November 2015 - present)” 

e Pingu in the City (December 2019 - present) (Italy Only) (It is unknown when will it 
come to the UK Feed) 

e Scooby-Doo and Guess Who? (7 October 2019 - present) 

e Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated (1 August 2011 - 2018; 2019-present)®! 

e Taffy (fr) (4 January 2019 - present) ® 

e Tom and Jerry (27 May 2000 - present)" 

e The Tom and Jerry Show (12 April 2014 - present)! 

e Tom and Jerry Tales (24 February 2006 - present)" 

e Thomas And Friends: Big World, Big Adventures! (TBA 2020 - present) 

e Wacky Races (reboot series) (1 November 2017 - present) 

e What's New Scooby-Doo? (7 April 2003 - present)" 


Former programming[edit] 


The Addams Family (1973) 

The Addams Family (1992) 

The Amazing Adrenalini Brothers (2009-2011) 

The Amazing World of Gumball (9 May 2013 - 10 May 2013)! 
Animaniacs (6 September 2004 - November 2007) 

Atom Ant (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Baby Looney Tunes (April 2003 - December 2006) 

The Banana Splits (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Bananas in Pyjamas 

Ben 10 (23 September 2017 - 24 September 2017) 

Best Ed (March 2010 - January 2011) 

Blue Water High (24 February 2008 - 2009) 

Camp Lazlo (1 November 2005 - 22 February 2008) 

Captain Caveman and the Teen Angels (27 May 2000 - 2003) 
Casper's Scare School (26 October 2009 - 19 December 2014) 
Challenge of the GoBots (2 September 2001 - 2005) 

The Charlie Brown and Snoopy Show (1 April 2002 - July 2008) 
Chowder(6 September 2010 - 11 April 2016) 

Cow and Chicken (5 July 2007 - 2008) 

The Cramp Twins 

Danger Mouse (27 May 2000 - 2006) 

Dastardly and Muttley in Their Flying Machines (27 May 2000 - 5 June 2015) 
Dexter's Laboratory (4 August 2007 - 27 May 2012) 

Dink the Little Dinosaur (25 December 2001)" 

Doraemon (17 August 2015 - 8 January 2016)22231 
DreamWorks Dragons (30 September 2013 - 25 July 2016) 
Droopy (28 May 2000 - 30 December 2002, November 2004 - December 2005) 
Duck Dodgers (31 January 2004 - 10 April 2015) 

Dynomutt (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Fangface (28 May 2000 - 2002) 

The Flintstones (27 May 2000 - 5 June 2015; 6 June 2016 - 25 July 2016)" 
Foster's Home for Imaginary Friends (24 February 2006 - 2008)" 
Fraggle Rock (23 July 2007 - 1 August 2009)" 

Frankenstein Jr. and The Impossibles (27 May 2000 - 2002) 
Gadget Boy (1 November 2003 - 2011) 

Garfield (2003 - 2019) 

o Garfield and Friends (6 July 2003 - 30 October 2006) 

o The Garfield Show (5 May 2009 - 2019)": 

The Gary Coleman Show (2000) 

George of the Jungle (6 July 2015 - 5 November 2016) 

The Happos Family (5 November 2016 - 25 March 2018)!" 
Help!... It's the Hair Bear Bunch! (28 May 2000 - 2003) 

The Hillbilly Bears (28 May 2000 - 2002) 

Hong Kong Phooey (27 May 2000 - 2012) 

Huckleberry Hound (27 May 2000 - 2002) 


Inch High Private Eye (27 May 2000 - 2003) 

Inspector Gadget (original series) (2005 - 2009) 

Inspector Gadget (reboot series) (16 February 2015 - 2017; 6 August 2018 - 2018) 
Jabberjaw (28 May 2000 - 2003) 

Jelly Jamm 

The Jetsons (27 May 2000 - 2006) 

Johnny Bravo (1 April 2008) 

Jonny Quest (28 May 2000 - May 2001) 

Josie and the Pussycats (27 May 2000 - 31 December 2005) 

o Josie and the Pussycats in Outer Space (28 May 2000 - December 2002) 

The Jungle Bunch (8 September 2014 - 5 October 2015; 6 June 2016 - 5 September 
2016) 

Krypto the Superdog 

The Land Before Time (5 July 2007 - 24 October 2014) 

The Latest Buzz 

Life With Derek 

Looney Tunes (27 May 2000 - 20 April 2018)5! 

The Looney Tunes Show (7 November 2011 - July 2018)" 

Magilla Gorilla (5 June 2000 - 2002) 

Masha and the Bear (5 September 2016 - 2017) 

My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic (4 July 2011 - 5 March 2012) 

My Spy Family (1 September 2007 - 2010) 

Oddbods (27 February 2016 - 30 July 2017) 

The Owl And Co (2 May 2015 - 19 July 2015; 5 September 2016 - 5 November 2016) 


[18] 


Pat the Dog (3 July 2017 - 2018) 

The Perils of Penelope Pitstop (27 May 2000 - 2003) 

The Pink Panther (2000 - 2016) 

o The Pink Panther (1 March 2005 - 2006) 

o Pink Panther & Pals (19 April 2010 - 9 April 2015; 29 March 2016 - 25 July 2016) 


[19] 


o The Pink Panther Show (27 May 2000 - 31 December 2009) 

Pixie and Dixie (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Popeye (27 May 2000 - 30 December 2002, November 2004 - December 2005) 

Pound Puppies 

The Powerpuff Girls (original series) (5 June 2014 - 17 July 2014)202u 

The Powerpuff Girls (2016 series) (17 October 2016 - 21 October 2016; 3 April 2017 

- 2017)!2 

Puppy in My Pocket: Adventures in Pocketville (4 July 2011 - 28 October 2011) 

Quick Draw McGraw (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

The Raccoons (1 August 2006 - 2008) 

Roobarb and Custard (September 2005 - 2008) 

Scooby-Doo (5 April 2006 - 23 October 2008) 

o The 13 Ghosts of Scooby-Doo (5 June 2000 - 2014) 

o The New Scooby-Doo Movies (31 August 2000 - 31 October 2017) 

o The New Scooby-Doo Mysteries (27 May 2000 - 31 October 2017)? 

o Scooby-Doo and Scrappy-Doo (1979) (5 June 2000-2014, 11 June 2016 - 26 June 
2016)?! 

o Scooby-Doo and Scrappy-Doo (1980) (27 May 2000 - 2017) 


The Scooby-Doo Show (28 June 2000 - 31 October 2017) 
Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! (27 May 2000 - 31 October 2017)5! 
Laff-A-Lympics (28 May 2000 - 2014) 

Shaggy & Scooby-Doo Get a Clue! (5 March 2007-2014; 11 June 2017 - 2 July 
2017) 

Secret Squirrel (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Sitting Ducks (3 March 2005) 

Skatoony (20 November 2008 - 2015) 

The Smurfs (28 May 2000 - December 2003) 

Snorks (1 January 2002 - 31 December 2002, 2008-2009) 

Sonic Boom 

Space Ghost (27 May 2000 - 2001) 

Strawberry Shortcake's Berry Bitty Adventures 

The Sylvester & Tweety Mysteries (February 2003 - 25 July 2016) 
Talking Tom And Friends (5 September 2016 - 31 December 2017) 
The Tex Avery Show (April 2003 - August 2004) 

Thunderbirds (5 August 2001 - August 2003) 

Tiny Toon Adventures (4 September 2006 - 2017)! 

Top Cat (27 May 2000 - 5 June 2015, 6 June 2016 - 25 July 2016)! 
Touché Turtle and Dum Dum (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Wacky Races (original series) (27 May 2000 - 5 June 2015; 6 June 2016 - 25 July 
2016)" 

Wally Gator (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Yogi Bear (27 May 2000 - 2002) 

Galaxy Goof-Ups (2000 - 2002) 

The New Yogi Bear Show (27 May 2000 - 2006) 

Yogi's Gang (2000 - 2002) 

Yogi's Space Race (2000 - 2002) 

Yogi's Treasure Hunt (2001 - 2002) 

The ZhuZhus (2 May 2017 - 2018) 


o O OO 


o ooo o 
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Cartoon Network 


CARTOON NETWORK 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


17 September 1993; 26 years ago 
(As Cartoon Network Europe's part) 
15 October 1999; 20 years ago 


(As Cartoon Network UK & Ireland)22! 


WarnerMedia Entertainment 


Networks EMEA (Warner Media 


International Ltd) 


576i (SDTV) 16:9 
1080i (HDTV) 16:9 


0.11% 
0.03% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


What A Cartoon!) 
(1995-2017) 
New New New New 


(2017-present) 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


English 


SES United Kingdom 
E N ireland 


H marta 


Headquarters Turner House, 
Great Marlborough Street, 


London, United Kingdom 


Sister channel(s) Boomerang 
Cartoonito 


CNN International 


Turner Classic Movies 


Timeshift service Cartoon Network +1 


Website Cartoon Network UK 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
GO (Malta) On Demand and Channel 602 
Satellite 
Sky (UK & Channel 601 (SD/HD) 
Ireland) Channel 602 (+1) 


Channel 640 (SD) 


On Demand 
Cable 
Virgin Channel 704 
Media (UK) Channel 705 (+1) 


Channel 732 (HD) 
TV Choice On Demand: Kids 


Virgin Media Channel 617 (+1) 


Ireland 


Melita (Malta) 


WightFibre (UK) 


TalkTalk Plus 
TV (UK) 


BT (UK) 


Plusnet (UK) 


eir 


Vision (Ireland) 


Sky Go 


Now TV 


TVPlayer 


Virgin TV Go 


Virgin TV 


Anywhere 


Channel 620 


Channel 453 


Channel 56 (+1) 
Channel 10 


Channel 486 


Channel 486 


On-demand 


Channel 486 


Channel 603 


Streaming media 


Watch live 


(UK and Ireland only) 


Watch live 


(UK and Ireland only) 


Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 


subscription required) 


Watch live (UK only) 


[1] (Ireland only) 


Ireland 


Cartoon Network (commonly abbreviated as CN) is a 24-hour British children's 
television channel. The channel is owned and operated by WarnerMedia Entertainment 
Networks EMEA, a division of AT&T's WarnerMedia. 


The channel primarily shows animated programming and was launched in Europe on 17 
September 1993601 


The first channel outside the US launched in 1993 based in the UK and targeting Europe 
with a particular focus on the UK market, #222 whilst also serving Western Europe and 
Northern Europe. 


In 1999, Cartoon Networks further rationalized its European service! All programmes 
on the pan-European version were dubbed in English, with different audio language 
channels when a translated programme is available, which were indicated as language 
symbols on Now/Next bumpers. Cartoon Network UK launched in 1999 serving as the 
English speaking channel across Europe, which is also used by Malta and Ireland. 
Cartoon Network launched a high definition version of the channel on 14 September 
2011231041 


History[edit] 
Pre-launch[edit] 


On 1 October 1992, the original version of Cartoon Network was launched at CNN 
Center, Atlanta, USA. The channel was created in response of Turner Entertainment 
acquiring MGM's Cartoon and Film library in 1986 and the acquisition of the Hanna- 
Barbera animation studio and cartoon library in 1991. As a result of Turner purchasing 
MGM's Cartoon and Film library, Warner Bros. pre-1948 content was also acquired, 
including early Looney Tunes and Merrie Melodies shorts.“2 At launch in the United 
States, Cartoon Network had an 8,500 hour cartoon library,“ and it became the first 
channel dedicated to cartoons. Six months after the launch, Cartoon Network expanded 
into foreign markets by launching a Latin American version of the channel dubbed in 
both Spanish, Portuguese and English. Cartoon Network's large animation library was in 
high demand in Western Europe” and as a response to consumer demand, Astra 1C, 
the satellite on which Cartoon Network broadcast on, was launched on 12 May 1993 on 
board an Ariane 42L rocket from Kourou, French Guiana. Nine months later, Cartoon 
Network Europe was launched on 17 September 1993, broadcasting from London. It 
launched only less than 12 months after the original American version and only 16 days 
after its main children's television rival, Nickelodeon UK.“4 


Launch[edit] 


The original Cartoon Network logo, used from 17 September 1993 to 11 April 2005. The logo is 
still used today on some occasions. 


The channel was originally twinned with movie channel TNT and ran from 5 am until 

7 pm,” with TNT taking over from 7 pm to 5 am. Sunday afternoons saw "Super 
Chunk", which showed back to back episodes of one show for two hours between 1 pm 
and 3 pm.2 Another feature was "The Longest Day", in which Cartoon Network ran for 
an extra four hours until 11 pm on 21 June, every year beginning in 1994.2%24 This slot 
was dedicated to full-length cartoon movies. The first theme was 

the Checkerboard theme, which showed graphics from its US counterpart and lasted 
until 1999. The Checkerboard branding package was developed by Hatmaker Studios, 
221 now merged and part of its sister company - Corey, McPherson and Nash.2224! Also 
unlike its rival Nickelodeon, which was part of Sky Multichannels, Cartoon Network 
was free-to-air across Europe. E 


Introduction of 24 hour service[edit] 


On 26 August 1996, Cartoon Network began running for an extra two hours until 9 pm, 
and on 16 December 1996,2 it became a 24-hour channel, as did TNT on the Astra 
1G satellite. However, a timesharing version of the channel called TNT & Cartoon 
Network continued to appear on some providers. 'citetionreedea Two years later on 19 
December 1998, Cartoon Network launched as part of the Sky Digital satellite platform 
on the Astra 2A satellite. Also, in February 1997, Dutch cable provider A2000/KTA 
added the 24-hour Cartoon Network and TNT channels to its programming lineup.P3 


From 15 November 1998, Cartoon Network was part of ITV Digital's channel package, 
airing 24 hours a day until the service collapsed on 1 May 2002.251281 


Separation from Pan-European version[edit] 


On 15 October 1999, Cartoon Network UK officially stopped being a pan-European feed, 
this was when the shared transponder analogue feed on Astra 1C became scrambled 
with VideoCrypt and when the short-lived analogue UK and Ireland only version of TNT 
launched. Prior to this date, Cartoon Network Europe moved to Sirius Il for serve Eastern 
Europe in August 1999 and Cartoon Network France and Spain launched at the same 
time on 23 August 1999, leaving the ex pan-European version (which is now the UK and 
Ireland only version) on Astra 1C acting as a de facto free to air secondary/transitional 
European feed for countries preparing to switchover to their own newly launched local 
versions of Cartoon Network up until encryption on 15 October 1999. TNT changed its 
programming from classic movies to general entertainment as the movies were moved 
to TCM, TNT UK ceased to exist on 1 July 2000 and was replaced with an analogue 
version of TCM. During the late 90s and the early 2000s, Turner Entertainment 
Networks International (Now Turner Broadcasting System Europe) started localising 
their channels to suit different audiences across different countries around Europe, 
Middle East and Africa. 


Post-pan European split[edit] 


After the pan-European split, Cartoon Network revamped on 15 October 1999 with the 
launch of a unique and more intensive variant of the "Powerhouse" theme which had 
shapes and tiles with lines and footage of characters from various shows shown on 
Cartoon Network. This lasted until October 2002 and was used throughout Europe. This 
theme was produced by the British animation studio, Cosgrove Hall Films. A DJ theme 
was used during the AKA Cartoon Network programming block, bumpers include a live- 
action DJ scratching a record, which affects the playback of a cartoon clip.24 


On 30 June 2001, the analogue feed on Astra 1C of Cartoon Network/TCM ceased 
broadcasting, this was when Sky ended its analogue services.2# 


An example of a bumper during the 2002-2005 Casillas Era.24 Each box shows a different video 
clip from the same or different cartoon. In each box, a character does an action, when they leave 
a box, they move to another box or their action is taken over by another character in another 


box. 8% 


CARTOON NETWORK. 


Cartoon Network's second logo, used in various forms and styles from 11 April 2005 to 27 
September 2010. 


On 11 April 2005, ten months after it was introduced in the United States, the channel 
debuted a new logo and new idents,fatation needed 


Current events[edit] 


On 24 May 2007, the network changed its branding to a similar look to ones used during 
1999-2005, this branding was known as the Arrow Era. There were also alternate Arrow 
Era idents designed by the design studio, Stardust, which had a 3D style, rather than 
the 2D style used by the other Arrow Era idents. Cartoon Network UK & Ireland used 
both 2D and 3D Arrow Era idents, while other Cartoon Network channels that used the 
Arrow Era usually either used only one. This branding lasted until September 2010. (citi 


E ARTHOGI 
NOT OK 


A variation of the network's current logo which resembles its original logo, used as of 2011. 


In September 2010, Cartoon Network UK introduced its current branding and logo. 
Designed by Brand New School, it makes heavy use of a black and white checkerboard 
motif, as well as various CMYK color variations and patterns. This branding was used in 
the USA since 29 May 2010.2321 The DOG was moved from the top right corner to the 
bottom right corner, like in America. 


On 1 April 2014 Cartoon Network's DOG moved back to the top-right corner and a new 
Next banner using graphics from the Check It 3.0. branding package was introduced. 
Also on 1 April 2014 Cartoon Network Too was closed and was replaced with a 
reinstated one-hour timeshift service called Cartoon Network +1. Cartoon Network's 
Check It 3.0 was fully implemented on Cartoon Network UK on 21 July for the official 
start of the school summer holidays in the UK, Ninjago: Masters of Spinjitzu also 
premiered on the channel on the same day.22 On 17 November 2015, Cartoon Network 
UK launched their anti-bullying campaign in conjunction with Childline called Cartoon 
Network Buddy Network. 


After nearly two years of the Laughternoons programming block was replaced with 
Mega Mondays on 14 April 2014,#5 Laughternoons (this time with Cartoon Network 
Australia's/Southeast Asia's graphics/branding) returned to Cartoon Network UK for a 
short period on 11 January 2016.2824 Mega Mondays was the name of Cartoon Network 
UK's new episodes programming block for three years before being discontinued in July 
2017. It was replaced with New Fridays on 30 March 2018.8 


On 26 October 2015, Cartoon Network UK launched their own localised version of the 
Cartoon Network Anything app, featuring short-form content such as mini-games and 
video-clips.22 On 27 February 2016, Cartoon Network UK used graphics from the Check 
It 4.0 branding package for the first time on a new episode promo for Transformers: 
Robots In Disguise.“ On 22 July 2016, Cartoon Network UK fully rebranded using 
graphics from the Check It 4.0 branding package.“ On 14 April 2016, Cartoon Network 
UK (also including Boomerang and Cartoonito) signed a deal with satellite pay-TV 
provider Sky for exclusive on-demand boxset rights for a selection of its animated 
shows.“2 In November 2016, Cartoon Network UK won two PromaxBDA UK awards for 
their Where's Ice King and Weetabix Weetabuddies television campaigns.“2! On 21 July 
2017, Cartoon Network UK fully rebranded using graphics from the Dimensional 
branding package. 


Cartoon Network programs[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
(DS sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 


and removed. 

Find sources: "Cartoon Network" UK & 

Ireland - news * newspapers = books « scholar = JSTOR (January 
2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Cartoon Network (UK & Ireland) 


Original scheduling[edit] 


When Cartoon Network initially launched, its schedule was mainly made up of short 
cartoons from both Warner Bros. and other studios, such as WB's Looney 

Tunes and Merrie Melodies and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's Tom and Jerry. A few years 
after, it started to broadcast its own programming such as The Powerpuff 

Girls and Dexter's Laboratory. Eventually, most of the channel's acquired programming 
was shifted to the sidelines, with the company's original animated series (known as 
"Cartoon Cartoons", or "Cartoon Network Originals") taking up the majority of the 
network's timeslots. 


Programming blocks[edit] 


In September 2000, Toonami began broadcasting weekdays for two hours between 

4 pm until 6 pm, and from 9 pm until 11 pm, as well as weekends from 10 am until noon 
and 10 pm until midnight. Dragonball Z had already been airing on Cartoon Network 
since March 2000, and had been attracting very good ratings, which may have 
contributed to the decision to launch Toonami in the UK. Its output consisted almost 
solely of Japanese anime such as the cult Dragonball Z, Tenchi Muyo, and Gundam 
Wing. The only non-Japanese shows for quite some time were the American- 
produced The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest and Batman Beyond (Batman of the 
Future in the UK). Unfortunately, as time went on, Toonami started to shift away from 
Japanese anime and action programming, eventually morphing into the short-lived 
channel CN Too. 


Around the same time, there was almost completely new programming on the channel, 
and so Boomerang began in a late night slot; it ultimately branched off into its own 
channel after the block was discontinued. 


From February 2012 all the way until July 2017, Cartoon Network shifted its major night 
of premieres to Monday evenings, under the names "Meaty Mondays", and as of April 
2014 "Mega Mondays". Additionally, the block's name would change to "Mince Pie 
Mondays" every December, sporting a more festive look and airing Christmas specials 
to boot. In May 2014, a much smaller Friday variety block, titled "Funsize Fridays" was 
launched. This block only ran for around a year, and consisted of playing "a different 
show every fifteen minutes". The shows featured in the block were Adventure Time, The 
Amazing World of Gumball, Clarence, Johnny Test, Regular Show, Steven Universe, Teen 
Titans Go!, and Uncle Grandpa. Only one of these shows would air new episodes in this 
block, passing the baton to a different show monthly. 


Eventually, both of these blocks were discontinued, and the UK channel was completely 
devoid of programming blocks for some time. However, on 30th March 2018, a brand 
new Friday night premiere block launched, under the simple name "New Fridays".4 The 
block aired on Friday nights from 4-9pm, and it was based upon the USA feed's "NEW 
NEW NEW NEW" block, carrying the same neon light branding from its international 
counterpart. Despite only lasting around 4 months, the block had a large variety of 
shows rotating in and out of premiere slots, including Adventure Time, The Amazing 
World of Gumball, Ben 10 (2016), Clarence, Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs (TV 
series), Mighty Magiswords, Ninjago: Masters of Spinjitzu, OK K.0.! Let's Be Heroes, The 
Powerpuff Girls (2016), Regular Show, Steven Universe, Supernoobs, Teen Titans 

Go!, We Bare Bears, Uncle Grandpa, and Unikitty!. The Canadian import Wishfart also 
had its premiere and new episodes restricted to the block. On 20th July of the same 
year, the block was unceremoniously discontinued. 


Sister networks[edit] 


Boomerangd[edit] 
Main article: Boomerang (UK & Ireland) 


On 27 May 2000, the channel Boomerang was launched by Cartoon Network in the UK 
and Ireland, and most "classic" cartoons were moved from Cartoon Network to the 
new channel, which initially broadcast from 6 am to 12 am. On 1 October 2001, 
Boomerang became a 24-hour channel and the remaining "classic" cartoons (except for 
Looney Tunes, Tom and Jerry shorts, Thunderbirds, Danger Mouse, Scooby Doo, and The 


Flintstones, which remained until November 2002) like The Smurfs, also moved to 
Boomerang.“4 


Cartoonito[edit] 
Main article: Cartoonito 


On 24 May 2007, Cartoonito was launched as a pre-school channel replacing the original 
version of Cartoon Network Too. The channel aired from 4am to 9pm daily. On 15 
January 2018, Cartoonito officially began airing 24 hours a day.## 


Defunct sister networks[edit] 


CNX[edit] 
Main article: CNX (TV channel) 


CNX was a channel operated by Turner Broadcasting System Europe in the UK and 
Ireland between 2002 and 2003. It was aimed at a male audience, with daytime 
programming aimed at older children and teenagers (predominantly 12-18 years of 
age), and evening programming aimed at older teenagers and young adults (the 17-34 
demographic). The channel was carried in the 'Entertainment' section of the Sky 
programme guide, and was also available on cable (through the firms which are now 
Virgin Media) 

Toonami[edit] 

Main article: Toonami (UK) 

Toonami launched on 28 September 2003 showing action programming. The channel 
had originally replaced CNX, a channel which launched on 14 October 2002. On 24 May 


2007, just 4 years after its launch, Toonami was replaced with a new version of Cartoon 
Network Too. 


Cartoon Network Tool[edit] 
Main article: Cartoon Network Too 


On 24 April 2006, Cartoon Network Too was launched on Sky on the same day as 
sister TCM 2 and rival Nick Jr. 2, broadcasting cartoons primarily made by Hanna- 
Barbera such as Dexter's Laboratory, The Powerpuff Girls (original series), Johnny 
Bravo and Wacky Races.?59 The channel aired from 3 am to 7 pm every day until 24 
May 2007, when it became a 24-hour channel, taking Toonami's slot and getting a new 
identity. On 1 April 2014, Cartoon Network Too was replaced by a relaunched of 
Cartoon Network +1. 


Related services[edit] 
Cartoon Network +1[edit] 


Cartoon Network +1 originally launched in 1998 as a one-hour timeshift of Cartoon 
Network before it was replaced by Cartoon Network Too on 24 April 2006. The channel 
was relaunched almost eight years later on 1 April 2014 replacing Cartoon Network Too, 
just as Cartoon Network Too had replaced them eight years earlier. On 1 July 2018, 
Cartoon Network +1 was temporarily replaced by a Ben 10 thematic pop-up channel, 
the channel reverted to Cartoon Network +1 on 11 July 2018.5» 


Cartoon Network HD[edit] 


On 14 September 2011, a high-definition simulcast of Cartoon Network called Cartoon 
Network HD launched on Sky.!3 On 17 January 2013, Cartoon Network HD launched on 
Virgin Media's cable TV platform.= 


Virgin On Demand service[edit] 


On 26 April 2007, Cartoon Network launched onto Virgin Media's On Demand system, 
thus allowing Virgin Media customers to watch Cartoon Network programmes whenever 
they like. They can also take advantage of pause, rewind and fast forward functions, 
when watching these programmes. 


Cartoon Network Studios Europe[edit] 
Main article: Cartoon Network Studios Europe 


Cartoon Network Studios Europe (formerly Cartoon Network Development Studio 
Europe) is based in Shoreditch, London, located three miles away from Turner EMEA's 
headquarters.) The studio was named after Great Marlborough Street where Turner 
Europe, Middle East and Africa's headquarters is located. The studio is the European 
equivalent to Cartoon Network Studios based in Burbank, California, USA. The studio 
was founded in 2007 and in 2011 it produced its first show, The Amazing World of 
Gumball,=| created by Ben Bocquelet. Cartoon Network Europe has also been involved 
in other co-productions in the past such as The Cramp Twins, Fat Dog 

Mendoza, Robotboy, Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated, Elfy Food, The Happos Family, 
55 Hero 108, Spaced Out, VBirds, Cult Toons, Taffy,™® Best Ed, Chop Socky 

Chooks, Skatoony and The Heroic Quest of the Valiant Prince Ivandoe.* The studio has 
also produced animation for the Malaria No More organisation. Originally, the studio's 
main focus was to produce animated shorts that could potentially become animated 
shows, this changed when production of The Amazing World of Gumball moved from 
Boulder Media and Dandelion Studios and went in-house with Studio Soi offering 
support. In September 2018, Cartoon Network Studios Europe's London-based studio 
will start production on a new animated show, Elliott From Earth. 


Animated shorts[edit] 


The studio has also produced animated shorts. Animated shorts produced by the studio 
include The Furry Pals, Mutant Moments, Hamshanks and the Himalolly Railway, Elliot's 
Zoo, Pinky Malinky and Verne on Vacation. The shorts were showcased in a similar way 
to Cartoonstitute by Cartoon Network USA. The videos were available to watch on the 


Cartoon Network Development Studio Europe YouTube channel which has since closed. 
[60] 
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Release). Retrieved 21 February 2017. 
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RegularCapital/Turner Broadcasting System Europe. Retrieved 24 January 2018. 
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2011. Retrieved 2 September 2011. 
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The following is a partial list of programmes shown in the UK and Ireland by the TV 
channel Cartoon Network. 


Current programming[edit] 
Original series[edit] 


e The Amazing World of Gumball (2 May 2011) 
Acquired from Cartoon Network USA[edit] 


Apple & Onion (27 August 2018) 

Ben 10 (Reboot) (8 October 2016)! 
Clarence (3 November 2014) 

Craig of the Creek* (1 October 2018) 
Mighty Magiswords (8 April 2017) 

OK K.0.! Let's Be Heroes (9 October 2017)! 
The Powerpuff Girls (Reboot) (25 April 2016) 
Summer Camp Island (4 March 2019)! 
Uncle Grandpa (14 April 2014) 

Victor and Valentino (26 August 2019) 

We Bare Bears (7 September 2015)# 


Acquired from Warner Bros. Animation[edit] 


e DC Super Hero Girls (6 July 2019) 
e Teen Titans Go! (5 April 2014) 
e =Unikitty! (5 March 2018) 


Other acquired series[edit] 


Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs (28 August 2017) 
Transformers: Cyberverse™ (27 October 2018) 
Wishfart (8 June 2018)24 

Bakugan: Battle Planet (23 March 2019)24 


Reruns[edit] 


Adventure Time (2011 -2018)24 

Regular Show (2011 -2018) 

Steven Universe (12 May 2014 - 6 September 2019)@ 
Make, Shake & Jake (only airs occasionally)®® 


Upcoming programming[edit] 


e Mao Mao: Heroes of Pure Heart (TBA) 
e Steven Universe Future (23 December 2019)[1] 


See also[edit] 


e List of programs broadcast by Cartoon Network (United States) 
e List of programs broadcast by Boomerang (UK & Ireland 
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Cartoonito 


cartoonito) 


Owned by Warner Bros. Global Kids & Young Adults 


(Warner Bros. Entertainment) 


Country United Kingdom 


Republic of Ireland 


Italy 
Middle East 


Turkey 


Cartoonito is a brand name used by the Global Kids & Young Adults division of Warner 
Bros. Entertainment — all owned by WarnerMedia — for a collection of television 
networks and programming blocks outside of the United States targeted at preschool- 
age children. 


As of 2019, Cartoonito channels exist in the United Kingdom & Ireland (its flagship 
service) as well as Italy, while branded blocks are currently broadcast on localized feeds 
of Cartoon Network in the Middle East and Turkey.™ 


Versions[edit] 
Central and Eastern Europeledit] 


In Central and Eastern Europe, Cartoonito was launched as a morning/afternoon block 


for the Central and Eastern European feed of Boomerang, broadcasting 7 days a week 
starting from 12 October 2011. It was cancelled in January 2014. 


India and Pakistan[edit] 


In India and Pakistan, Cartoonito was launched as a morning block for a variant of 
the Indian version of Cartoon Network, broadcasting for seven days a week, starting 
from 7 August 2013. 


Italy[edit] 


The Italian version of Cartoonito was launched on 22 August 2011. Unlike other versions 
of the channel, which are directly controlled by Turner/Warner, the Italian version is 
operated by Boing S.p.A., a joint venture between RTI (part of Fininvest's Mediaset) 

and Turner Broadcasting System Italia. 


The channel is available on Italian digital terrestrial television on channel 46, as carried 
by Mediaset's Mediaset 2 DVB-T multiplex. It is also available on Tivù Sat on channel 41. 


Middle East[edit] 


In the Middle East, Cartoonito was launched as a morning block for Cartoon Network 
Arabic, broadcasting seven days a week beginning on 4 September 2011. 
Simultaneously, Cartoonito was also available in English in the Middle East via another 
morning block on the pan-European feed of Boomerang. Both block has ended on 
Boomerang on 1st January 2014 and block has Cartoon Network Arabic on 1st April 
2014, though the Arabic Cartoon Network would re-introduce Cartoonito in March 2019, 
now airing Sunday through Thursdays at 9:30 KSA Local Time. 


Africa[edit] 


In Africa, Cartoonito was launched as a morning block for the pan-European feed of 
Boomerang, broadcasting for seven days a week beginning on 12 October 2011. the 
block was ended on 1 January 2014. 


Southeast Asia[edit] 


On 1 December 2012, Cartoonito launched in Asia Pacific in conjunction with 

its localized website. A key market upon launch is the Philippines, which began 
transmission initially in SD on the country's largest cable provider, SkyCable. Cartoonito 
is available as part of its Metropack and on an a la carte basis via Skycable Select. 

21 Cartoonito was replaced by Boomerang on 1 January 2015." 


Spain[edit] 


In Spain, Cartoonito was launched as a 24-hour channel on 1 September 2011, as part 
of Turner Broadcasting System Europe's plans to roll out the brand across Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa. The move also increased Cartoonitos's distribution to 125 million 
homes in 112 territories.“ On 30 June 2013, the channel was shut down alongside the_ 
Spanish feed of Cartoon Network, with shows from the respective networks moving over 
to sister channel Boing. 


Turkey[edit] 


Sometime during the summer of 2019, Cartoonito was launched as an afternoon block 
on the Turkish feed of Cartoon Network, airing everyday from 12:00 to 3:30 p.m. local 
time. 


United Kingdom and Ireland[edit] 
Main article: Cartoonito (UK & Ireland) 


Cartoonito originally began on 4 September 2006 as a programming block on Cartoon 
Network Too, which timeshared with Turner Classic Movies 2. On 24 May 2007, 
Cartoonito expanded its broadcast hours by taking the whole daytime slot formerly 
given to Cartoon Network Too; Cartoon Network Too became a full 24-hour channel by 
taking over Toonami UK's former channel space. Cartoonito only became a 24-hour 
channel on 15 January 2018. 
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Cartoonito 


Launched 


Network 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience 


share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Headquarters 


Replaced 


Sister 


channel(s) 


4 September 2006 


Warner Bros. Global Kids & Young 
Adults 


Warner Bros. Europe 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 


0.06% (June 2019, BARB) 


Let's Go! 


United Kingdom 


English 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


London, England, United Kingdom 


Cartoon Network Too (original version) 


Cartoon Network 


Boomerang 
CNN International 


Turner Classic Movies 


Website www.cartoonito.co.uk 


Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 619 
Cable 
Virgin Channel 706 


| Media (UK) 


TalkTalk Plus Channel 488 
|TV 


| WightFibre Channel 109 


Virgin Channel 618 
Media (ROI) 


IPTV 
BT Channel 488 
Plusnet Channel 488 


| Eir Vision Channel 619 


Streaming media 


| Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


| Now TV Watch live (UK only) 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 


subscription required) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 
Cartoonito is a British television channel aimed at pre-school viewers under the age of 


6 years,! operated by Warner Bros. as a sister channel to Cartoon Network UK and 
Ireland. 


History[edit] 


Cartoonito was originally a programming block on Cartoon Network Too carried from 
06:00 to 15:00. It started on 4 September 2006, replacing the original Cartoon Network 
Too as a channel in its own right on 23 May 2007 and expanding scheduling from 03:00 
to 19:00. Turner Classic Movies 2 took up the remainder of the channel's time (which 
converted to Turner Classic Movies +1 after 13 August 2013). 


On 25 March 2010, Cartoonito was added to Virgin Media. In early 2011, Cartoonito 
changed its hours to 04:00 until 20:00, and revamped its early hour schedule with 
preschool programming. On 15 December 2016, it was added to TalkTalk's television 
service. 


Cartoonito converted to a widescreen presentation after 1 November 2017. The channel 
moved to a full 24/7 schedule on 15 January 2018.4 


Programmes[edit] 


e Bob the Builder" 

e Curious George’! 

e Fireman Sam! 

e Masha and the Bear 


e Molang®! 
e Pip Ahoy! 


e Robot Trains!® 


e Super Wings? 
e The Happos Family“ (Weekdays Only) 
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(disambiguation). 


hideThis article has multiple issues. Please help improve 


it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when to 
remove these template messages) 


This article contains weasel words: vague phrasing that 

often 

accompanies biased or unverifiable information. (October 
& 2009) 


This article may be confusing or unclear to readers. (October 
2009) 


This article may require cleanup to meet Wikipedia's quality 
standards. (October 2009) 


CNX 


CNX logo 


Launched 14 October 2002; 17 years ago 


Closed 7 September 2003; 16 years ago 


Owned by Turner Broadcasting System 


Europe (Time Warner) 


Audience 0.3% (August 2003, BARB) 


share 


Replaced by Toonami 


Sister Cartoon Network 


channel(s) Boomerang 
TCM 


Availability at time of closure 


Satellite 


Sky Digital Channel 244 


Cable 


NTL Channel 903 


Telewest Channel 148 


CNX (or sometimes known as Cartoon Network Extreme) was a short-lived channel 
operated by Turner Broadcasting System Europe in the UK and Ireland between 2002 
and 2003. It was aimed at a male audience, with daytime programming aimed at older 
children and teenagers (predominantly 12-18 years of age), and evening programming 
aimed at older teenagers and young adults (the 17-34 demographic). The channel was 
carried in the 'Entertainment' section of the Sky programme guide, and was also 
available on cable. It was also brought to NTL but was eventually cut off. 


History[edit] 


Initially, the CNX branding was used throughout the channel's airtime, but shortly prior 
to the channel's closure the station switched to branding younger daytime output 

as Toonami, returning the brand to the UK following the removal of the Toonami 
branding from Cartoon Network UK at CNX's launch, with CNX remaining as the brand 
for adult-aimed evening output. 


Some daytime programming on the channel had previously screened within 

the Toonami block on Cartoon Network, and to tie in with this CNX daytime 
programmes were promoted on Cartoon Network, which remained in the Kids section of 
the programme guide; however, as the evening/night output was aimed at an older 
audience, it was not promoted on the kids' channel (though it was promoted on other 
Turner properties, such as TCM). 


Evening programmes on CNX expanded upon the channel's "Triple A" - Action, 
Adventure and Anime - theme, with comedy (such as Adult Swim output, some of which 
had previously aired in the AKA/Cult Toons strand on Cartoon Network UK, which does 
not have an Adult Swim strand), anime, extreme sports, drama (principally action/crime 
series such as The Shield and Birds of Prey), and movies, with the channel's film output 
predominantly consisting of martial arts films, anime films and action/drama. 


The channel closed as CNX on 7 September 2003 because "the adult market is crowded 
and competitive." when the adult-focused evening programmes were removed from 
the schedule, and the channel became a 24-hour Toonami-branded action cartoons 
channel listed in the Kids guide alongside Cartoon Network and Boomerang. In 2007, 
the channel took the Cartoon Network Too branding, with the previous CN TOO giving 
its entire airtime to Cartoonito, which had previously operated as a block on the 
channel. Whilst action cartoons continue to appear alongside other styles on the 
Cartoon Network channels, the Toonami branding is no longer used. 


Films previously seen on CNX reverted to TCM following the cessation of CNX 
programming; the Adult Swim output has since resurfaced on various other channels in 
the UK including Bravo, FX and TCM 2. 


Former programmes[edit] 
Daytime[edit] 


The daytime schedule consisted of the child-friendly Toonami versions of shows such as: 


e Beyblade 

e Harvey Birdman, Attorney at Law 

e Dragon Ball Z (Ocean/Funimation/Westwood dub) 
e Dragon Ball GT (Blue Water dub) 


e Chris Colorado 

e Dragon Ball (Blue Water Dub) 

e Cowboy Bebop 

e Batman of the Future (also known as Batman Beyond) 
e Justice League 

e X-Men: Evolution 

e Gundam Wing 

e The Ripping Friends: The World's Most Manly Men 
e Samurai Jack 

e Sports Illustrated 

e The Mask: Animated Series 

e The Brak Show 

e The Shield 

e Tenchi Muyo! 

e Tenchi Universe 

e Tenchi in Tokyo 

e Outlaw Star 

e Ultimate Muscle 

e Waynehead 

e Aqua Teen Hunger Force 

e Boomtown 

e Kung Fu 

e Sealab 2021 

e Space Ghost Coast to Coast 

e Birds of Prey 

e Spawn 

These shows were mainly edited versions which were retained when the channel moved 
to Toonami. 


Triple A Movies[edit] 


The "Triple A Movies" block, which stood for the channel's combination of "Action, 
Adventure and Anime" showed mainly martial arts films but showed other material as 
well, a selection being: 


e 2002 

e 2000 AD 

e Tokyo Raiders 

e Skyline Cruisers 

e Blue Submarine No. 6 
e Executioners 

e The Shining 

e Gundam Wing: Endless Waltz 
e Guns & Talks 

e Jungle Juice 

e Demolition Man 

e Death Race 2000 

e The Heroic Trio 

e Point of No Return 


e No Blood No Tears 

e Armour of God 

e Passenger 57 

e Henry: Portrait of a Serial Killer 
e Tango & Cash 

e Cobra (1986) 

e Poltergeist (1982) 

e Friday the 13th (1980) 
e Westworld 

e = ©Shaft (1971) 

e §©Shaft (2000) 

e Soylent Green 

e Shaft's Big Score! 

e Dead Calm 

e Shaft in Africa 


e The Dirty Dozen 
Trailer Park{edit] 


Trailer Park was a 'magazine' styled show, described on the now-defunct CNX website 
as: "Featuring the very best of free sports lifestyle programmes, including ‘Chilli Factor’. 
From mid-November drop in to 'Trailer-Park TV' a brand new show by Christian 
Stevenson (a.k.a. 'Seth-Seth Antoine’) and Ed Leigh (a.k.a. 'Carlos Fandango’) from their 
gleaming chrome trailer parked under a cityscape flyover. "Trailer Park' is your daily 
flyby of kick-ass, action, anime, movies and gaming." 


See also[edit] 


e Cartoon Network (UK & Ireland) 
e Toonami (UK & Ireland) 


e Turner Broadcasting System Europe 
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Toonami 


Launched 28 September 2003; 16 years ago 
Closed 24 May 2007; 12 years ago 


Owned by Turner Broadcasting System 


Europe (Time Warner) 


Audience 0.1% (January 2007, BARB) 


share 
Replaced CNX 


Replaced by Cartoon Network Too (relaunched 


version) 
Sister Cartoon Network 
channel(s) Boomerang 

Cartoon Network Too 


Website www.toonami.co.uk (closed) 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


| Satellite 
Sky Digital Channel 602 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 732 


Toonami was a British children's channel which aired from September 2003 to May 
2007. 


History[edit] 


This section relies largely or entirely upon a single 
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Toonami was a programming block on Cartoon Network, until October 2002 when it 
became a key component of CNX, a new channel launched by Cartoon Network UK, the 
first Cartoon Network derivative to launch outside North America. CNX also 

broadcast martial arts movies, adult-oriented animation like the Adult Swim originals, 
and dramas like The Shield and Birds of Prey at night. The network's audience was the 
young adult male demos that's currently catered by the UK's Bravo and the US's Spike 
TV. Almost a year later, CNX was relaunched as Toonami and now targeted towards a 
much younger audience. However, TOM was not voiced by Steven Blum, instead given a 
new voice actor. 


In 2005, Toonami was added to the TV and video on demand kids' package for VNL's 
HomeChoice (now TalkTalk TV). Broadcasting for the channel involved using advanced 
MPEG-4 compression technology, the first TV channel in the world to do so.“ 


On 6 March 2006, Toonami changed its focus from action cartoons to entertainment in 
general, as the channel moved to Sky 602 and began airing five live-action 

shows: Backyard Science, Parker Lewis Can't Lose, Stencil, Hangin' with Mr. 

Cooper and Life with Derek. Additionally, the entire design of the channel was 
overhauled, with the stark, simplistic black, white and red logos replaced with blue, as 
well as the introduction of giggling, blob-like mascots that populate the commercial 
bumpers and channel idents. 


On May 24, 2007, Toonami shut down at 3 am. The old version of Cartoon Network 
Too had closed down at 7 pm the day prior. The latter was moved to Toonami's space 
and Cartoonito launched in Cartoon Network Too's old slot as a channel. 


2006 power outagel[edit] 
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On the night of 26-27 July 2006 Cartoon Network Too, along with its sister channels 
suffered a major technical fault due to a power cut in Soho, London, owing to the 2006 
European heat wave, with thunderstorms taking full force overnight. 


The power cut caused a mix up of Turner Broadcasting System Europe channels 

(i.e. Cartoon Network being broadcast on Boomerang and Toonami, 

with Boomerang being broadcast on Cartoon Network Too). Boomerang +1 was off air 
for some time, while TCM, reverted between TCM France and other programming during 
the times it was able to provide a service. 


TCM 2 remained unaffected due to its downtime of timesharing. Most advertising was 
suspended and several of the channel websites were offline also. Those who could still 
receive the channels had a backup transmission played out, making people confused 
when Cartoon Network Too and Boomerang were showing episodes of The Flintstones at 
the same time. These backups where played out with a scrolling message which said 
"We apologise for the disruption to this programme due to technical problems and we 
are trying to correct the fault. We will resume normal programming as soon as possible" 
in multiple languages. 


Whilst most channels returned to the air within 5-10 minutes, it took longer for Cartoon 
Network Too to resume programming and it was also joked on various animation based 
forums by Toonami UK viewers, many of whom have made note of their disdain for the 
direction in which Turner took the brand in the UK, that the backup transmission was 
more entertaining, purely due to the lack of live action programming aired during the 
outage. 


The idents on Toonami which aired between shows during the power cut displayed the 
message "Sorry! Toonami is broken, we'll be right back as soon as we fix it.". These 
idents have since been re-used in disclaimers warning viewers not to try stunts on 
various shows at home. 


Idents[edit] 


When the channel launched in 2003, the idents would be the Toonami logo in the 
Sensor Room, or TOM's Face, whispering Toonami. 


Toonami rebranded in 2004 and got rid of TOM. The idents were on a pale cyan 
background (alike Cartoonito's) and were based on CNX's idents. They had a black 
rectangle filling up with white before the white part turned into the Toonami logo. 


In 2006, Toonami rebranded for the final time using the logo in an azure background 
and colored monsters which would play with the Toonami logo. The shutdown ident on 
the website was the Toonami logo, with the "Too" part pushing away the "nami" and the 
logo changing into the Cartoon Network Too logo on the same background from the 
2004 idents.!! 


See also[edit] 


e Cartoon Network (UK & Ireland) 
e CNX 

e Cartoon Network Too 

e Adult Swim (UK & Ireland) 
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Cartoon Network Too 


Launched 24 April 2006; 13 years ago (original) 
24 May 2007; 12 years ago 


(relaunch) 


Closed 23 May 2007; 12 years ago (original) 
1 April 2014; 5 years ago (relaunch, replaced 
by 1-hour timeshift of Cartoon Network) 

Owned by Turner Broadcasting System Europe 
(Time Warner) 

Picture 576i (16:9/4:3) (SDTV) 

format 

Audience 0.1% (November 2012, BARB) 

share 

Country United Kingdom 
Ireland 

Language English 

Broadcast United Kingdom, Ireland & Malta!!! 

area 

Headquart Turner House, 

ers Great Marlborough Street, 

London, United Kingdom!” 

Replaced Cartoon Network +1 (original) 
Toonami (relaunch) 

Replaced Cartoonito (original) 

by Cartoon Network +1 (relaunch) 


Sister 


Cartoon Network 


channel(s) Boomerang 
Cartoonito 
TCM 
TCM 2 


CNN International 


Website CNToo.co.uk (closed) 


Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 602 
Cable 

Virgin Channel 705 

Media 

UPC Channel 617 
Ireland 


UPC Poland Channel 680 


WightFibre Channel 56 


TalkTalk TV Channel 326 


Cartoon Network Too was a British TV channel established by Turner Broadcasting. 
CN Too was the sister station of Cartoon Network, and it often aired programmes a 
while after they are shown on the main Cartoon Network.® During the daytime, it 
usually aired some action-adventure programming such as Ben 10: Alien Force and Star 
Wars: The Clone Wars. During overnight hours, usually between midnight and 6 am, it 
also aired some shows which are no longer being produced, and are no longer in high 
demand (i.e. Skatoony). Cartoon Network Too was closed on 1 April 2014. 


History[edit] 
2006-2007: Launch and early years[edit] 


On 24 April 2006, which was coincidentally the day Nick Jr. Too was also launched, 
Cartoon Network Too was launched on Sky. It also became available on SCTV 

Digital when that service became available in 2006, along with the main Cartoon 
Network Channel and Boomerang. The channel aired from 3 am to 7 pm, sharing a 
broadcast frequency with TCM 2, a UK-only spin-off station from TCM (although the two 
channels have separate channel numbers). 


During its early months, Cartoon Network Too broadcast cartoons primarily made by 
Hanna-Barbera such as Dexter's Laboratory, The Powerpuff Girls, Johnny Bravo, Wacky 
Races and Cow & Chicken.“ It also showed cartoons such as Ed, Edd n Eddy, The 
Cramp Twins and Courage the Cowardly Dog. 


The channel launched at 10:15 am with Dexter's Laboratory being the first program to 
air. It was then followed by Cow and Chicken at 10:30 am, and Wacky Races at 11 am 
during its original launch morning. Many of the shows originally on the channel have 
been removed since. 


"Modern classics"[edit] 


Within a few months of broadcasting, the channel relaunched itself into a "modern 
classic" programming channel with shows like Looney Tunes and Tom and Jerry, also 
shown on Boomerang, appearing alongside Cartoon Network shows from the recent 
past. 


Introduction of Cartoonito block[edit] 


Starting from 4 September 2006, the channel gave up 9 of its 16 hours of programming 
a day for Cartoonito as a programming block from 6 am until 3 pm, which was not a 
popular choice for some viewers. The channel's airtime remained 3 am to 7 pm, 
however actual Cartoon Network Too programming only aired between 3 and 6 am then 
from 3 until 7 pm, as the remaining hours contained Cartoonito's programming. 


2007-2014: Cartoon Network Too as a 24 hour channell[edit] 


On 23 May 2007 at 7 pm, the old version of the channel closed for the last time. Then, 
on 24 May 2007 at 3 am, Toonami was shut down permanently and Cartoon Network 
Too was moved into its slot, allowing a full Cartoonito channel to launch in Cartoon 
Network Too's original time-shared-with-TCM2 slot, expand into the full former-Cartoon 
Network Too schedule (thus expanding Cartoonito from 9 hours a day to 16 hours a 
day). Viewers of Toonami were given three weeks of notice before Turner took the 
channel off air. Cartoon Network Too was in the process moved to Toonami's former slot 
on Sky Digital channel 602 and was launched on Virgin Media channel 732, again 
replacing Toonami. 


Cartoonito more recently changed its broadcast hours to 4 am until 10 pm, following a 
one-hour shift in the time-split arrangement with TCM 2. 


The US version of Toonami stayed on the air until 20 September 2008. 


In June 2007, Cartoon Network Too became available on Top Up TV Anytime, which is a 
video-on-demand service. However, on 2 June 2009, it was removed, but the main 
Cartoon Network channel continues to be accessible via Top Up TV Anytime. In June 
2010, Cartoon Network Too was removed from SCTV Digital as a result of that service 


going into administration. On 16 May 2012, Cartoon Network Too's logo was changed in 
line with the already updated main Cartoon Network logo, retaining its "eyes" motif that 
the network has used since 2006. At the same time, it now targets a slightly older 
audience. It now focuses on action-adventure programming and all modern classic 
programming will move to Boomerang in the near future. Modern classic programming 
had begun to be removed from Cartoon Network Too in favor of action-adventure 
programming, and by 16 May 2012, all modern classic programming had been 
removed. The remaining 4:3 shows were converted to 16:9 as well. On 1 April 2014, 
Cartoon Network Too was shut down, with the final programme being broadcast was an 
episode of Skatoony, followed by promos of what was airing on the main Cartoon 
Network, then a bumper following into a clip of Cartoon Network's promotional content 
from 2007, which was shown incomplete as Cartoon Network +1 was relaunched into 
Cartoon Network Too's channel space. ‘ The Cartoon Network Too website remained 
online explaining the change for a few days before redirecting to a placeholder image of 
the Turner logo. It then later redirected to the official Cartoon Network UK website 
(twice), a 403 error and a Microsoft Internet Information Services placeholder page. It 
currently redirects to an error message. 


Logos and idents[edit] 


ONJ 


CARTOON NETWORK 


24 April 2006 - 15 May 2012 


16 May 2012 - 1 April 2014 
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CNN International 


CNN 


Launched September 1, 1985; 34 years ago 


Owned by CNN 


(WarnerMedia News & Sports) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV™ 
(in Europe, downscaled 
to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed. In 


the Americas, downscaled 


to 4:3 480i) 
Slogan Go there 
Country United States 
Language English 


Broadcast area Worldwide 
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Formerly called CNN Europe 


Sister channel(s) 


CNN-News18 
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Terrestrial 
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| DirecTV 


| Movistar TV 
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\ SKY Brasil 
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| Sky México 
| (Mexico) 
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|East 
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| Television 
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Channel 207 (SD) 


Channel 506 (SD/HD) 


Channel 878 (SD) 


Channel 358 (SD) 


(U.S.) 


Channel 706 


(Latin America) 


Channel 403 


Channel 202 


Channel 110 
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Channel 31 


Channel 145 (HD) 
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(Indonesia) 


Sky TV 
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Channel 172 
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Channel 531 (HD) 
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Channel 530 
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Channel 27 
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Channel 236 
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MediaNet 
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(Singapore) 


Cable TV Hong 
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Virgin Media 
(UK) 
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Ireland 
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InHomeTV 


(New Zealand) 


UPC Romania 


Available on 
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providers 


TrueVisions 
(Thailand) 


SkyCable 
(Philippines) 


Destiny Cable 
(Philippines) 


Cablelink 
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Channel 711 


Channel 124 


Channel 607 
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Channel 91 


Channel 422 
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operator 


Channel 52 


Channel 28 (SD) 
Channel 181 (HD) 
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Channel 28 (Digital) 
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(Sri Lanka) 
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(Taiwan) 
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(Portugal) 
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(France) 
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(Russia) 


| Google Fiber Channel 111 
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DTH (India) 
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|Fetch TV Channel 179 
(Australia) 

Telia Lietuva Channel 39 (Full HD) 
(Lithuania) 

BT TV Channel 339 
(UK) 
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Lanka) 


Streaming media 


CNN.com/live Watch live 
(U.S. pay-TV subscribers only; 
requires login from participating 


television providers to access 


stream) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
DittoTV Watch live (India only) 


FreelnterTV.CO Watch live (Worldwide) 
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CNN International (CNNI, on-air branding simply as CNN) is an international pay_ 
television channel that is operated by CNN. CNN International carries news-related 
programming worldwide; it cooperates with parent network CNN's national and 
international news bureaus. Unlike its sister channel, CNN, a US-only subscription 
service which is mostly broadcast from CNN studios in New York City and Atlanta, CNN 
International is carried on a variety of TV platforms across the world, and mostly 
broadcast from studios outside the US, in London, Mumbai, Hong Kong and Abu Dhabi. 
In some countries, it is available as a free-to-air network. The service is aimed at the 


overseas market, similar to BBC World News, France 24, DW, RT, CGTN, NHK World or Al 


Jazeera English. 


History[edit] 
Early yearS[edit] 


INTERNAVIONAL 


CNN International logo from 1985 to 1995 


CNN International, in large part a result of Ted Turner's globalization ideals, began 
broadcasting on September 1, 1985, at first primarily broadcasting to American 
business travelers in hotels. The first studio for CNNI was at CNN's original studio 
building known as Techwood, home at that time to all of Turner Broadcasting System's 
channels. Today, it is home to the Turner Studios complex that houses the 
entertainment channels. Other early studios in Atlanta were tucked away in various 
corners of the CNN Center, and the newsroom lacked even a digital clock. The vast 
majority of the network's programming originally consisted of simulcasts of the two 
domestic CNN channels (CNN/US and Headline News). In 1990, however, the amount of 
news programming produced by CNNI especially for international viewers increased 
significantly. A new newsroom and studio complex was built in 1994, as CNN decided to 
compete against BBC World Service Television's news programming. CNNI emerged as 
an internationally oriented news channel, with staff members of various national 
backgrounds, even though some accusations of a pro-U.S. editorial bias persist. CNN 
International was awarded the Liberty Medal on July 4, 1997. Ted Turner, in accepting 
the medal on behalf of the network, said: "My idea was, we're just going to give people 
the facts... We didn't have to show liberty and democracy as good, and show socialism 
or totalitarianism as bad. If we just showed them both the way they were ... clearly 
everybody's going to choose liberty and democracy." 


New international era (1995-2006) [edit] 


CNN 


CNN International logo from February 1, 1995, to December 31, 2005. 


In 1995, creative director Morgan Almeida defined a progressive rebranding strategy, to 
target CNNI's diverse global market, making the on-air look less overtly American and 
with a cleaner, simpler "international" aesthetic going forward. The word "International" 
in the channel's logo was replaced with a globe, and the new branding featured 
numerous international locations filmed in time-lapse, channel idents created in CGI 
with Velvet Design in Munich, and a news brand designed with The Attik in New York.“ 


2006-2009 revampledit] 


CNN International logo from January 1, 2006, to September 21, 2009. 


The network undertook another major rebranding effort in 2006 overseen by Mark 
Wright and London agency Kemistry. The ticker was replaced by a flipper, on-screen 
graphics were more unified and from October 2007 until August 2008, new studios were 
progressively rolled out. However, on January 1, 2009, CNN International adopted the 
"lower-thirds" that CNN/US had introduced a month earlier which were inspired by the 
clean modern design of the CNNI rebrand efforts. 


In the U.S., CNNI North America was distributed overnight and on weekends over 
the CNNfn financial channel, until that channel's demise in December 2004. It is now 
available as a standalone, full-time channel, usually as part of high-tier packages of 
subscription providers including Time Warner Cable, AT&T U-Verse, Verizon 

FIOS and Cox Communications. 


Going beyond borders (2009-2013)[edit] 


Throughout January until September 2009, CNN International adapted more programs 
that became geared towards a primetime European audience with a few titled after CNN 
International personalities, most notably the interview program Amanpour. On 
September 21, 2009, the channel launched a new tagline "Go Beyond Borders", along 
with a new logo, and consolidated its general newscasts (World News, CNN 

Today, World News Asia, World News Europe and Your World Today) into a single 
newscast entitled World Report. 


The slogan "Go Beyond Borders" emphasizes the international perspective that gives 
the information in this string and the plurality of the audiences. With this tagline, CNN 
also refers to the various platforms to disseminate their contents. The new image was 
created by the creativity and marketing department, and agency CNN Tooth & Nail. An 
important element of the rebrand was a new evening program that adds the broadcast 
of programs Amanpour and World One. The makeover of CNN International has subject 
to a lot of criticism on both the new prime time lineup and the redesigned graphics. 


On January 11, 2009, in a bid to compete directly with Al Jazeera English, the network 
launched a new production center: CNN Abu Dhabi, based in the United Arab Emirates. 
Then, CNN International adapted half-hour shows in its schedule with a new evening 
prime program for Middle East viewers, Prism. 


In 2010, CNN International launched new programs for its evening lineup in order to 
improve its schedule. In 2011, programs from CNN U.S. were added to the CNN 
International schedule, including the talk program Piers Morgan Live which was later 
cancelled and replaced with CNN Tonight hosted by Don Lemon. 


CNN 


CNN International logo from 2009 to 2014. 


This is CNN (2013-present)[edit] 


"This is CNN" represents CNN International's rebrand with new sets and output in full 
16:9 high definition. The "This is CNN" slogan is also used on its sister network CNN in 
USA. The managing director of CNN International from 2003 to May 2019 was Tony 
Maddox." 


In 2019, CNN International announced it was reducing its programming and staff based 
in London to reduce costs, with CNNI losing $10 million per year. 


Regional and online versions[edit] 


There are six variants of CNN International: 


e CNN International Asia Pacific, based in Hong Kong SAR, 

e CNN International Europe/Middle East/Africa, based in London, United Kingdom 
e CNN International Latin America, based in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S. 

e CNN International Middle East, based in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

e CNN International North America, based in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S. 

e CNN International South Asia, based in New Delhi, India 


The schedules of the different regional versions no longer differ significantly from each 
other, but there are still minor variations such as weather updates and show airtimes - 
notably Amanpour, which also airs at 22.00 HK time in Asia in lieu of the first half-hour 
of International Desk, and 23.00 CET in Europe in addition to its original airtime. 


CNN has reported that its broadcast agreement in mainland China includes an 
arrangement that its signal must pass through a Chinese-controlled satellite. With this 
method of transmission, Chinese authorities have been able to black out CNNI segments 
at will. CNN has also said that its broadcasts are not widely available in mainland China, 
but rather only in certain diplomatic compounds, hotels, and apartment blocks. 


In June 2015, CNN International was made available online in the United States 
for CNN/U.S subscribers on participating television providers through the CNNgo service. 
[8] 


Simulcasts between CNNI and CNN/US[edit] 
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Although dramatically scaled down since its early days, CNNI currently draws from the 
feed of the main CNN channel for all editions of The Lead with Jake Tapper, Anderson 
Cooper 360°, Cuomo Primetime, the first hour of CNN Tonight and Early Start, the first 
two hours of the weekday edition of New Day, the Sunday edition of /nside 

Politics, State of the Union, Fareed Zakaria GPS, Reliable Sources, Smerconish and 
some CNN Special Investigations Unit documentaries. The ticker and timepiece of 


CNN/US are replaced by those of CNNI, although CNN/US's red logo on a white field is 
retained in the on-screen graphic (rather than replaced by CNNI's white logo on a red 
field), signifying CNN/US as the originating source. 


CNNI also simulcasts CNN/U.S. newscasts whenever major events happen in the United 
States or around the world. Examples include the death and funeral of Ronald Reagan, 
the crash of Continental Airlines Flight 3407 in the Buffalo suburb of Clarence Center, 
the Hudson River plane landing, the attempted Christmas Day bombing of flight 253 
and the death and memorial service of Michael Jackson as well as scheduled broadcasts 
such as New Year's Eve Live and Election Night in America. 


Likewise, CNN/U.S. occasionally turns to CNNI newscasts, primarily when major 
international news breaks during overnight hours in the U.S. A notable case was during 
the death of Pope John Paul Il and the aftermath of the London Underground bombings 
of July 7, 2005. CNN/U.S. simulcast CNNI coverage of the death of Pakistan's former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto on the night after her assassination took place. 
Simulcasts also happened from November 27 to 29, 2008, due to the terror attacks 

in Mumbai, India, on January 4, 2009, when Israel launched strikes into Gaza, and during 
the early hours of January 14, 2010, due to the earthquake in Haiti. 


From 2005 until early 2008, CNNI's Your World Today aired on CNN/U.S.™ during the 12- 
1 p.m. ET timeslot. That program was initially pre-empted by /ssue #1, a program 
dealing in the American economic, financial, and housing sectors as part of the lead-up 
to the 2008 U.S. presidential election, and permanently replaced by another hour 

of CNN Newsroom in September 2008. 


During the Atlanta tornado outbreak in March 2008, CNN/U.S. and CNNI simulcasted 
coverage after Anderson Cooper 360° ended. That coverage ended around 12:36 a.m. 
EDT#2 and the channels resumed their normal programming. Furthermore, the next day, 
with storms impending, CNN/U.S. had to move onto CNNI's U.S. news set and weather 
center to avoid water from possible flooding during the storms. 


On January 17, 2011, CNN/U.S. dropped its early morning rebroadcasts 

of ParkerSpitzer and Anderson Cooper 360° during the 4-6 a.m. ET time period, and 
began to simulcast World Business Today and World One from CNNI in those slots. Both 
newscasts are the only programs broadcast entirely in 4:3 fullscreen frames on 
CNN/U.S.' standard-definition and high-definition feeds (the SD feed of CNN/US switched 
to a widescreen letterbox screen format on January 11, 2011). World One was dropped 
from CNN/U.S. just a few months later to allow the addition of an extra hour of American 
Morning which has been replaced with Early Start. 


As of August 2014, following the unrest in Ferguson, Missouri, a permanent simulcast of 
CNNI's block of Newsroom with Rosemary Church and Errol Barnett was added to the 
late-night lineup of CNN/U.S., serving as a lead-in to Early Start. In late 2015, John 
Vause and anchor Isha Sesay began to anchor a two-hour block of the simulcast from 
CNN studios in Los Angeles.24 


In 2017, CNN International began simulcasting the first hour of the weekday edition 
of New Day and on September 10, 2018, The Lead with Jake Tapper started to be 
simulcast on CNNI.22 


In 2019, CNN International announced it was reducing its programming and staff based 
in London to reduce costs.22: Consequently, an additional two hours of simulcasts with 
CNN/U.S. on weekdays was added - the first hour of Early Start and the second hour 

of New Day. Consequently, CNNI now broadcasts CNN/U.S. for seven hours each 
weekday. Weekend simulcasts of CNN USA were not increased. 


Programming[edit] 


All news programming is replaced by features, except for the following: 


e CNN Newsroom 
e World Sport 


e The Lead with Jake Tapper 
e Anderson Cooper 360° 


e Cuomo Primetime 
e = CNN Tonight 


e New Day 
e CNNGo 
e CNN Talk 


e First Move 

e Hala Gorani Tonight 

e Quest means business 

e iReport for CNN 

e Winning Post - Presented by Aly Vance 

e On China - Presented by Kristie Lu Stout 
e Living Golf- Presented by Shane O'Donoghue 
e CNN Marketplace Africa 

e Inside Africa 

e Smerconish 

e Inside Politics 

e State of the Union 

e Fareed Zakaria GPS 

e Reliable Sources 

e Erin Burnett Outfront 

e CNN Business Traveller - presented by Richard Quest 
e In 24 Hours 

e Best Of Quest 

e Amanpour 

e African Voices 

e Art of Movement 

e The Screening Room 


Former programming[edit] 


e BackStory 

e Diplomatic License (1994-2006); debates feature for the United Nations 

e MainSail(2004-2018); presented by Shirley Robertson 

e NewsNight with Aaron Brown (2001-2005); talk show; produced by CNN/US 
e Late Edition (1993-2009); talk show; produced by CNN/US 

e Larry King Live (1985-2010); talk show; produced by CNN/US 

e Piers Morgan Live (2011-2014); talk show; produced by CNN/US 

e State of America with Kate Bolduan 


High definition[edit] 


CNN International HD is the high definition simulcast feed of the channel 
broadcasting at 1920x1080i, which was launched in September 2012. Prior to June 3, 
2013, only programming from CNN US were available natively in HD, while shows made 
for CNN International were produced in 4:3 576i. In February 2013, the European SD 
feed of CNN International began broadcasting in widescreen by downscaling the HD 
feed, which resulted in all 4:3-native programming being broadcast in pillarbox until the 
June 3 switchover, finalising on June 17 of the same year, when the switchover was 
completed. 


In late 2010, the American CNN channel became available in HD to viewers 

in Japan under the name CNN HD. The CNN U.S. domestic version (both SD and HD) is 
also available on Greater China-based satellite service DishHD (subsidiary of Dish 
Network in U.S.). 


On June 28, 2016, CNN International HD was launched for Sky customers in the UK, on 
channel 506 or 579, making the next news channel launch in the 600s, as it is next to 
the GOD Channel. 


Online[edit] 


CNN debuted its news website CNN.com (initially an experiment known as CNN 
Interactive) on August 30, 1995. The site attracted growing interest over its first decade 
and is now one of the most popular news websites in the world. The widespread growth 
of blogs, social media and user-generated content have influenced the site, and blogs in 
particular have focused CNN's previously scattershot online offerings, most noticeably in 
the development and launch of CNN Pipeline in late 2005. In April 2009, CNN.com 
ranked third place among online global news sites in unique users in the U.S. according 
to Nielsen/NetRatings; with an increase of 11% over the previous year. 


CNN Pipeline was the name of a paid subscription service, its corresponding website, 
and a content delivery client that provided streams of live video from up to four sources 
(or "pipes"), on-demand access to CNN stories and reports, and optional pop-up "news 
alerts" to computer users. The installable client was available to users of PCs 

running Microsoft Windows. There was also a browser-based "web client" that did not 
require installation. In July 2007, the service was discontinued and replaced with a free 
streaming service. 


The now-defunct topical news program /udy Woodruff's Inside Politics was the first CNN 
program to feature a round-up of blogs in 2005.44 Blog coverage was expanded 

when /nside Politics was folded into The Situation Room. In 2006, CNN launched CNN 
Exchange and CNN iReport, initiatives designed to further introduce and centralize the 
impact of everything from blogging to citizen journalism within the CNN brand. CNN 
iReport which features user-submitted photos and video, has achieved considerable 
traction, with increasingly professional-looking reports filed by amateur journalists, 
many still in high school or college. The iReport gained more prominence when 
observers of the Virginia Tech shootings sent-in first hand photos of what was going 
during the shootings." 


In early 2008, CNN began maintaining a live streaming broadcast available to those who 
receive CNN at home.22 CNN International is broadcast live, as part of 

the RealNetworks SuperPass subscription outside the U.S. CNN also offers several RSS_ 
feeds and podcasts. 


On April 18, 2008, CNN.com was targeted by Chinese hackers in retaliation for the 
channel's coverage on the 2008 Tibetan unrest. CNN reported that they took 
preventative measures after news broke of the impending attack.2422 The company was 
honored at the 2008 Technology & Engineering Emmy Awards for development and 
implementation of an integrated and portable IP-based live, edit and store-and-forward 
digital newsgathering system. 


On October 24, 2009 CNN launched a new version of the CNN.com website, revamping 
it adding a new "sign up" option where users may create their own user name, a new 
"CNN Pulse" (beta) feature along with a new red color theme.22 However, most of the 
news archived on the website has been deleted. CNN also has a channel in the popular 
video-sharing site YouTube, but its videos can only be viewed in the United States, a 
source of criticism among YouTube users worldwide. state needed 


In April 2010, CNN announced via Twitter its upcoming food blog called "Eatocracy," in 
which it will "cover all news related to food - from recalls to health issues to 

culture."22 CNN had an internet relay chat (IRC) network at chat.cnn.com. CNN placed a 
live chat with Benjamin Netanyahu on the network in 1998.24 


CNN also maintains a wire service known as CNN Wire.22 


Bureaus[edit] 


CNN bureau locations 


The CNN Center in Atlanta. 


CNN Center studios. 


Note: Boldface indicates that they are CNN's original bureaus, meaning they 
have been in operation since CNN's founding. 


United States[edit] 


e Atlanta (World Headquarters) 


e Boston 

e Chicago 

e Columbus 

e Dallas 

e Denver 

e Houston 

e Las Vegas 

e Los Angeles 
e Miami 

e Minneapolis 


e New Orleans 

e New York City 
e Orlando 

e Philadelphia 

e Phoenix 

e Raleigh-Durham 
e San Francisco 
e Seattle 


e Washington, D.C. 
Worldwide[edit] 


e Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
e Amman, Jordan 

e Baghdad, Iraq 

e Bangkok, Thailand 

e Beijing, China 


Beirut, Lebanon 
Belgrade Serbia; Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Zagreb, Croatia (N1 Ex- 
Yugoslav regional headquarters 
e Berlin, Germany 
e British Columbia, Canada 
e Buenos Aires, Argentina 
e Cairo, Egypt 
e Dubai, United Arab Emirates (Middle East regional headquarters) 
e Frankfurt, Germany 
e Havana, Cuba 
e Hong Kong, China (Asia Pacific regional headquarters) 
e Islamabad, Pakistan 
e Istanbul, Turkey (CNN Turk) 
e Jakarta, Indonesia (CNN Indonesia) 
e Jerusalem, Israel 
e Johannesburg, South Africa (African regional headquarters) 


e Kabul, Afghanistan 

e Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

e Lagos, Nigeria 

e London, United Kingdom (European regional headquarters) 
e Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

e Madrid, Spain 

e Manila, Philippines (CNN Philippines) 

e Mexico City, Mexico (Latin American regional headquarters) 
e Moscow, Russia 

e Mumbai, India 


Nairobi, Kenya 
New Delhi, India (South Asia, regional headquarters) 
e Paris, France 
e Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
e Rome, Italy 
e Quebec, Canada 
e Santiago, Chile (CNN Chile) 
e Sao Paulo, Brazil 
e Seoul, South Korea 


Shanghai, China (Asia Pacific regional headquarters) 

Singapore City, Singapore 
e Sydney, Australia 
e Tirana, Albania, (A2 CNN Albania- CNN Exclusive News Channel Affiliate) 
e Tokyo, Japan (CNNj) 
In parts of the world without a CNN bureau, reports from local affiliate station the 
network will be used to file a story. 


Present personalities[edit] 


Anchors and hosts[edit] 


Natalie Allen - anchor ° 
of CNN Newsroom ° 
Chris Cuomo - weekdays ° 
anchor of Cuomo 

Primetime, CNN U.S. Anchor, 
Alisyn Camerota - ë 
weekdays anchor of New 
Day, CNN U.S. Anchor 
Kate Bolduan - anchor 

of State of America, CNN 
U.S. Anchor 

Christiane Amanpour - 
anchor of Amanpour., chief ° 
international anchor F 
Anderson Cooper - anchor ° 
of Anderson Cooper 360°, ° 
CNN U.S. Anchor, ° 
correspondent ° 
Erin Burnett - anchor of Erin e 
Burnett Outfront, CNN U.S. e 
Anchor 

Becky Anderson - anchor 

of Connect the World with 
Becky Anderson 

Zain Asher - anchor of CNN 
Newsroom and presenter 

of Market Place Africa 

Don Lemon - anchor of CNN 
Tonight, CNN U.S. Anchor, 
correspondent 

Wolf Blitzer - anchor 

of Wolfand The Situation 
Room, CNN U.S. Anchor, 
correspondent 

Fareed Zakaria - anchor 

of Fareed Zakaria GPS, CNN 
U.S. Anchor, correspondent 
Samuel Burke - anchor 

of iReport, technology 
correspondent 

Brian Stelter - anchor 

of Reliable Sources, CNN 

U.S. Anchor, senior media 
correspondent 

Michael Smerconish - 

anchor of Smerconish, CNN 
U.S. Anchor, correspondent 
Rosemary Church - anchor 


Meteorologists and correspondents[edit] 


Jim Bittermann - Paris-based senior international corresponder 
Matthew Chance - Moscow-based senior international correspo 
Anna Coren - international correspondent 

Arwa Damon - Istanbul-based senior international corresponde 
Nima Elbagir - senior international correspondent 

Sara Ganim - Atlanta correspondent 

Paula Hancocks - Seoul correspondent 

Pedram Javaheri - meteorologist 

Alison Kosik - New York Stock Exchange correspondent 

Saima Mohsin - Bangkok based International correspondent 
Paula Newton - Canada-special correspondent and fill-in ancho 
Bianca Nobilo - London correspondent 

Frederik Pleitgen - Berlin correspondent 

Nic Robertson - international diplomatic editor 

Richard Roth - senior United Nations correspondent 

Sara Sidner - senior international correspondent 

Barbara Starr - Washington D.C. Pentagon correspondent 

Nick Paton Walsh - senior international correspondent 

Clarissa Ward - chief international correspondent 


of CNN Newsroom 
Amanda Davies - anchor 
of World Sport, presenter 
of The Circuit 

John King - anchor of /nside 
Politics, CNN U.S. Anchor, 
chief national 
correspondent 

Jake Tapper - anchor 

of State of the Union, CNN 
U.S. Anchor, chief 
Washington correspondent 
John Defterios - anchor 

of Marketplace Middle East 
Max Foster - anchor, 
London correspondent 
Hala Gorani - anchor of The 
World Right Now with Hala 
Gorani 

Michael Holmes - anchor 
of CNN Today 

George Howell - anchor 

of CNN Newsroom 
Rhiannon Jones - presenter 
of Judo World, fill-in anchor 
of World Sport 

Lynda Kinkade - fill-in 
anchor 

Christina Macfarlane - 
anchor of World Sport, 
‘’CNN Newsroom and 
presenter of Alpine Edge 
Richard Quest - anchor 

of Quest Means 

Business, Marketplace 
Europe and Business 
Traveller 

Kate Riley - anchor of World 
Sport 

Don Riddell - anchor 

of World Sport 

Shirley Robertson - 
presenter of MainSail 

Nikki Shields - presenter 
of Supercharged 

Andy Scholes - contributor 
to World Sport 

Patrick Snell - anchor 

of World Sport 

Kristie Lu Stout - anchor 


of News Stream and On 
China 

e Manisha Tank - anchor, 
correspondent 

e Alex Thomas - anchor 
of World Sport, presenter 
of World Rugby 

e Aly Vance - presenter 
of Winning Post 

e Cyril Vanier - anchor of CNN 
Newsroom 

e John Vause - anchor of CNN 
Newsroom, correspondent 

e Amara Walker - anchor 
of CNN Today 

e Hines Ward - contributor 
to World Sport 

e Coy Wire - contributor 
to World Sport 


e Stephanie Sy - anchor 
of CNN Money 


Past personalities[edit] 


e Guillermo Arduino (now with CNN en Español and CNN Latino) 

e julio Aliaga (now with CCTV America) 

e Terry Baddoo 

e Ralph Begleiter 

e Satinder Bindra 

e Aaron Brown 

e Andrew Brown 

e Joie Chen (joined Al Jazeera America) 

e Patricia Chew 

e Jim Clancy 

e Stephen Cole (joined Al Jazeera English) 

e Jason Dasey 

e Eboni Deon (now with WISH-TV) 

e Daljit Dhaliwal 

e jill Dougherty 

e Anna Edwards 

e Adrian Finighan (left CNN in 2009 to set up own company; joined Al Jazeera 
English) 

e Kate Giles (now with Fox Sports) 

e Stan Grant 

e Leon Hawthorne 

e Jerrold Kessel, Jerusalem correspondent, 1990 to 200323! 

e Riz Khan (left CNN in 2005 to join Al Jazeera English)! 

e Larry King 


Jeff Koinange (left CNN in 2007 following personal accusations made against him 
by an alleged former love interest)2#! 

May Lee (now host of STAR World's The May Lee Show) 
Amber Lyon 

Sheila MacVicar (joined Al Jazeera America) 
Rima Maktabi 

Jonathan Mann 

Lola Martinez 

Colleen McEdwards 

Piers Morgan 

Anand Naidoo (now with CCTV America) 
Asieh Namdar (now with CCTV America) 
Robin Oakley 

Femi Oke (joined Al Jazeera English) 
Veronica Pedrosa (joined Al Jazeera English) 
Juanita Phillips 

Pedro Pinto 

Monita Rajpal 

Aneesh Raman 

Mari Ramos 

Anjali Rao 

Afshin Rattansi (now with RT, formerly Russia Today) 
Shihab Rattansi (joined Al Jazeera English) 
Candy Reid 

Maria Ressa (left CNN to become head of ABS-CBN's News and Current Affairs 
division) 

Hugh Riminton (now with Ten News) 

Dan Rivers (returned to ITV News) 

Sonia Ruseler 

Brent Sadler 

Bill Schneider 

Isha Sesay 

Linden Soles 

Martin Soong (returned to CNBC in 2005) 
Andrew Stevens 

Fionnuala Sweeney 

Ralitsa Vassileva 

Ali Velshi 

Zain Verjee 

Alessio Vinci 

Harris Whitbeck 

John Zarrella 


Criticism[edit] 


The CNN International logo on a table viewed inside the CNN Center in Atlanta. These tables 


have since been removed. 


Accusations of US-centric viewpoint[edit] 


Former CNN Beijing and Tokyo bureau chief Rebecca MacKinnon described how the 
news-gathering priorities of CNN International were skewed to "produce stories and 
reports that would be of interest to CNN USA." Nevertheless, Jane Arraf, a former 
correspondent who was with the Council on Foreign Relations and later served as a 
Middle East-based correspondent for Al Jazeera English, noted that when she spoke 
on international affairs, CNN International would usually give her more airtime than 
CNN/US. For its own part, former CNN executive Eason Jordan has defended CNN 
International's "international" perspective, saying "No matter what CNN 
International does, as long as CNN's headquarters is in the United States people are 
going to say, well, it's an American service. But the reality is that it's an 
international service based in the United States, and we don't make any apologies 
about that."24 


Accusations of anti-Israel biaS[edit] 


In 2002, Honest Reporting spearheaded a campaign to expose CNN for pro- 
Palestinian bias, citing public remarks in which Ted Turner equated Palestinian 
suicide bombing with Israeli military strikes.24 On November 18, 2014, a misleading 
headline was posted by CNN. Two Palestinian terrorists had entered a synagogue 
with knives and a gun, killing four Jewish worshippers and wounding seven. The 
headline stated instead that two Palestinian were killed by Israeli police, thus 
equating the perpetrators of the massacre of Jews with the killing of the armed 
terrorists. The headline failed to mention the four Jews who were murdered in 

this 2014 Jerusalem synagogue attack. CNN stated that the attack occurred at a 
mosque, when in fact the synagogue was attacked, compounding the bias. 22221201 


Accusations of pro-American biaSs[edit] 


CNN is one of the world's largest news organizations, and its international channel, 
CNN International is the leading international news channel in terms of viewer reach. 
sub21 Unlike the BBC and its network of reporters and bureaus, CNN International 
makes extensive use of affiliated reporters that are local to, and often directly 
affected by, the events they are reporting. The effect is a more immediate, less 
detached style of on-the-ground coverage. This has done little to stem criticism, 
largely from Middle Eastern nations, that CNN International reports news from a pro- 


American perspective. This is a marked contrast to domestic criticisms that often 
portray CNN as having a "liberal" or "anti-American" bias. 


Accusations of anti-China biaS[edit] 


A Chinese website, anti-cnn.com,# has accused CNN and western media in general 
of biased reporting against China, with the catchphrase "Don't be so CNN" catching 
on in the Chinese mainstream as jokingly meaning "Don't be so biased". Pictures 
used by CNN are allegedly edited to have completely different meanings from the 
original ones. In addition, the channel was accused of largely ignoring pro-China 
voices during the Olympic Torch Relay debacle in San Francisco. 


On July 7, 2010, Octavia Nasr, senior Middle East editor and a CNN journalist for 20 
years, was fired after she expressed admiration on her Twitter account for a militant 
Muslim cleric and former Hezbollah leader who had recently died.24! 


Accusations of propaganda and censorship[edit] 


In October 2011, Amber Lyon claimed to the Syrian government news agency SANA 
that she had been directed by CNN to report selectively, repetitively, and falsely in 
order to sway public opinion in favor of direct American aggression 

against Iran and Syria,“ and that this was common practice under CNN. She 
subsequently repeated this claim, addressing the degraded state of journalistic 
ethics in an interview 2latetierneeden during which she also discussed the Bahraini 
episode, suggesting paid-for content was also taken from Georgia, Kazakhstan, and 
other states, that the War on Terrorism had also been employed as a pretext to pre- 
empt substantive investigative journalism within the U.S., and that following the 
Bahrain reporting, her investigative department had been terminated and 
"reorganized", and her severance and employee benefits used as a threat to 
intimidate and attempt to purchase her subsequent silence. 


Lyon claimed to have met with Tony Maddox, president of CNN International, twice 
about this issue in 2011 and had claimed that during the second meeting she was 

threatened and intimated to stop speaking on the matter.24 CNN issued a detailed 

response to Lyon's claims about its coverage of Bahrain.£8 


Lyon also claimed on the Russian news channel RT that CNN reporters, headed by 
Maddox, have been instructed to over-cover Iran as a form of propaganda, and that 
CNN International has been paid by the Bahraini government to produce and air 
news segments intentionally painting them in a positive light. !etatien needea 


See also[edit] 


° -p elevision portal 


e International broadcasting 
e List of news channels 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website # 


CNN International Europe/Middle 
Fast/Africa 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


CNN International Europe/Middle East/Africa is the European, Middle 

East and African version of CNN's "CNN International" satellite 

and cable television network. It features many locally produced shows, most of them 
focused on business news. 


Between 1996 and 2003, to differentiate it from the other feeds, the network logo on 
the lower-right hand of the screen had a static globe with the continents Europe and 
Africa facing the audiences. 


In the earlier days of CNN International, the program line-up was exactly the same in 
every region CNN International was broadcast in. However, in the late-1990s, the line- 
up started varying among regions with some programs exclusively broadcasting to the 
Europe, Middle East and Africa only such as CNN This Morning (European edition) and 
World Business This Morning. Today, the line-up is almost exactly the same in every 
region once again with differences limited to advertising and weather updates during 
the breaks. 


External links[edit] 


e satellites for CNN International Europe 
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CBS Justice 


cBs@justice 


Launched 16 November 2009; 10 years ago 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe/ 


AMC Networks International 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SD 


Audience 0.41% (June 2019, BARB)) 


share 


Broadcast area United Kingdom & Ireland 


Formerly CBS Action (2009-2018) 
called 
Replaced Zone Thriller (2009) 
Sister AMC 
channel(s) CBS Drama 

CBS Reality 


Horror Channel 


Extreme Sports Channel 


Website CBS Justice 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview (UK) Channel 39 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 137 


Sky Channel 148 
Astra 2F 11344 V 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 

Cable 
Virgin Channel 192 
Media (UK) 


Virgin Media Channel 138 


Ireland 

Streaming media 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 
FilmOn Watch live 


CBS Justice (formerly CBS Action) is a British free-to-air television channel 
specialising in action, drama and murder-mysteries programs, launched in the UK and 
Ireland on 16 November 2009. 


History[edit] 


On 14 September 2009, it was revealed that the international arm of CBS, CBS Studios 
International, struck a joint venture deal with Chellomedia to launch six CBS-branded 
channels in the UK during 2009. The new channels would replace Zone Romantica, Zone 
Thriller, Zone Horror and Zone Reality, plus timeshift services Zone Horror +1 and Zone 
Reality +1.42 On 1 October 2009, it was announced that CBS Reality, CBS Reality 

+1, CBS Drama and CBS Action would launch on 16 November 2009 replacing Zone 
Reality, Zone Reality +1, Zone Romantica and Zone Thriller. On 5 April 2010, Zone 
Horror and Zone Horror +1 were rebranded as Horror Channel and Horror Channel +1, 
following the rebrand of the portfolio's other three channels in November 2009.2 


CBS Reality launched on Freeview on 1 April 2014, and as of July 2014, CBS Reality +1, 
CBS Action, CBS Drama & Horror Channel are available on the YouView platform as part 
of TalkTalk Plus TV's Entertainment Boost. A placeholder launched 


on Freeview and YouView on 29 August 2014 for CBS Action on channel 90, in addition 
to the channel being provided on the YouView TalkTalk platform. The channel started 
broadcasting on channel 70 on 1 October 2014. Then on 19 February 2015, CBS Action 
moved from channel 70 to channel 64 on Freeview. On 2 June 2015, it was removed 
from YouView channel 485. On 15 March 2017, a timeshift version of CBS Action 
launched on Freeview channel 90. DVBT2 device required. It was affected by the 
Freeview changes on 2 August 2017, moving to channel 64 and CBS Action to 39. The 
timeshift version of CBS Action ceased broadcasting on Freeview on 31 January 2018, 
and was removed from the EPG on 23 April 2018. 


On 5 December 2018 CBS Action rebranded as CBS Justice.“ 


Current programming[edit] 


e Bonanza 

e The High Chaparral 
e CSI: Miami 

e CSI: New York 

e Diagnosis Murder 


e JAG 

e MacGyver 

e Matlock 

e Mission: Impossible 
e NCIS 

e NCIS: Los Angeles 

e Scorpion 


e Star Trek: The Next Generation 
e Walker, Texas Ranger 


Former programming[edit] 


e The 4400 (now airing on Horror Channel) 

e 18 Wheels of Justice 

e The A-Team (now on 5Spike) 

e Bad Girls (now on CBS Drama) 

e Cops (now airing on truTV) 

e CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 

e Profit 

e Queen of Swords (4:3 pan and scan version from 16:9) 
e Adventure Inc. (4:3 pan and scan version from 16:9) 
e FA: The Series 

e Gunsmoke (seasons 7-18) (now on CBS Drama) 

e Hawaii Five-O 


e In Deep 
e Jake 2.0 


e Knight Rider (now on 5Spike and Forces TV) 
e La Femme Nikita 

e Mission: Impossible (1988 TV series) 

e Remington Steele 


Space Precinct ( Now on ITV4) 


Star Trek: Voyager (now on Horror Channel) 


Star Trek: The Original Series (now on Horror Channel) 
Starsky & Hutch (now airing on Forces TV) 


The Fugitive 
The Pretender 


The Sentinel 
Suspicious Agenda 
To Serve and Protect 
Jake and the Fatman 


The Twilight Zone (1985 TV series) 
Thunder in Paradise 
Ultimate Force 


See also[edit] 


CBS Reality 

CBS Drama 

CBS Europa 

CBS Studios International 
AMC Networks International 


RTL CBS Extreme 


RTL CBS Entertainment 
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CBS Drama 


CBs@drama 


Launched 16 November 2009; 10 years ago 


Owned by ViacomCBS Networks International 


EMEA/ 


AMC Networks International 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SD 
Audience share 0.13% (June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Be Moved 


Broadcast area UK 


Replaced Zone Romantica 
Sister AMC 
channel(s) CBS Justice 

CBS Realit 


Horror Channel 


Extreme Sports Channel 


Website CBS Drama 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview (UK) Channel 71 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 134 


Sky Channel 147 


Astra 2F 11344 V 27500 5/6 


28.2°E 

DStv Channel 134 
Cable 

Virgin Channel 197 

Media (UK) 


Virgin Media Channel 163 


Ireland 

| Streaming media 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 

FilmOn nu-drama Watch live 


CBS Drama is a British free-to-air television channel that centres its programming on 
American television shows produced by CBS. 


On 14 September 2009, it was revealed that the international arm of CBS, CBS Studios 
International, struck a joint venture deal with Chellomedia to launch six CBS-branded 
channels in the UK during 2009. The new channels would replace Zone Romantica, Zone 
Thriller, Zone Horror and Zone Reality, plus timeshift services Zone Horror +1 and Zone 
Reality +1.42 On 1 October 2009, it was announced that CBS Reality, CBS Reality +1, 
CBS Drama and CBS Action would launch on 16 November 2009 replacing Zone Reality, 
Zone Reality +1, Zone Romantica and Zone Thriller. On 5 April 2010, Zone Horror and 
Zone Horror +1 were rebranded by Horror Channel and Horror Channel +1, following 
the rebrand of the portfolio’s other three channels in November 2009. 


On 1 August 2012 Chellomedia revealed that all European versions of the Zone 
Channels would be rebranded into CBS Channels.“ CBS Drama replaced Zone 
Romantica on 3 December 2012 (in Poland replaced Club TV). 


CBS Reality launched on Freeview on 1 April 2014 followed by CBS Action on 1 October 
2014 and as of July 2014, CBS Reality +1, CBS Action, CBS Drama & Horror Channel are 
available on the YouView platform as part of TalkTalk Plus TV's Entertainment Boost, but 
were removed from the EPG on 2 June 2015. 


CBS Drama closed in Poland on 31 December 2016. 


CBS Drama broadcasts shows from the UK (such as Bad Girls, Waterloo 
Road, Footballers Wives), America (Dallas, CSI, Knots Landing), and Australia (Return To 
Eden, Bondi Rescue). 


Current programming[edit] 


e Bad Girls 

e Bonanza (Also shown on Spotlight TV) 
e CSI: Miami 

e Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman 

e Dynasty 

e ER 

e JAG 

e Judge Judy 

e The Love Boat 

e Medium 


e Touched by an Angel 


Former programming[edit] 


e Beauty and the Beast e e Matlock 
e Bondi Rescue e Melrose Place 
e Boston Legal e Mile High 
e Charmed e Models Inc. 
e Cheers-(Seasons 1-4 only) e Moonlighting 
(Now on Channel 4) e North and South 
e The Colbys e Outrageous Fortune 
e Cutting It e Party of Five 
e Dallas e Playing the Field 
e Days of Our Lives e The Practice 
e The Division e Sex And The City 
e Diagnosis: Murder e Return to Eden 
e Ed e Sex, Love & Secrets 
e Falcon Crest e Shogun 
e  Footballer's Wives e The Streets of San Francisco 
e Guiding Light e Taxi 
e Hack e That's Life 
e judge [oe Brown e The Thorn Birds 
e Judging Amy e Twin Peaks 
e Keen Eddie e Waterloo Road 
e Knots Landing e Wheel of Fortune 
e The Last Frontier e The Young and the Restless 


See also[edit] 


e CBS Reality 
e CBS Action 


e CBS Europa 

e CBS Studios International 

e AMC Networks International 
e RTL CBS Extreme 

e RTL CBS Entertainment 
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CBS Reality 


cBsereality 


Launched 1 December 1999; 20 
years ago 
Owned by ViacomCBS Networks 


International EMEA 


AMC Networks 
International 
Picture format 576i 16:9 SD 


Audience share UK: 


Slogan 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


0.52% 

0.06% (+1) 

(June 2019, BARB) 
PL: 

0.10% (July 

2013, Nielsen) 


Be Extraordinary 


English 


Europe, Middle East 


and Africa 


Reality TV 
Zone Reality 


AMC 
Sundance TV 
CBS Action 
CBS Drama 
CBS Europa 
CBS Justice 


Horror Channel 


Extreme Sports 


Channel 
imJjam 


Outdoor Channel 


CBS Reality +1 (UK) 


CBS Reality UK 
CBS Reality Europe & 


MENA 
CBS Reality Poland 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview (UK) Channel 66 


Channel 67 (+1) 


Satellite 


Freesat (UK) Channel 135 
Channel 136 (+1) 


Sky (UK) Channel 146 
Channel 246 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11344 V 27500 5/6 
28.2°E (UK) 
11344 V 27500 5/6 


(Ireland) 
11344 V 27500 5/6 
(+1) 

DStv (South Africa) Channel 132 

Tata Sky (India) Channel 217 

beIN (MENA) Channel 162 


Canal Digitaal (Netherlands) Channel 410 (UK 
version) 
Channel 411 (+1, UK 


version) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 148 


WightFibre (UK) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Virgin Media Ireland 


UPC (Poland) 


UPC (Romania) 


BNet (Croatia) 


ZON 


Multimédia and Cabovisao ( 


Portugal) 


RCS & RDS (Romania) 


Cosmote TV (Greece) 


Caiway (Netherlands) 


UPC (Austria) 


Naxoo (Switzerland) 


Hot (Israel) 


Com Hem (Sweden) 


Kabel Noord (Netherlands) 


Channel 201 (+1) 


Channel 20 (+1) 


Channel 132 


Channel 130 


Channel 392 


Digital with DVR 


Channel 303 


Digital 


Channel 43 


Channel S26 


Channel 19 


Channel 28 


Channel 452 


Channel 104 


Channel 647 


Channel 224 


Channel 48 


Channel 71 


Channel 222 


Open IPTV (Bosnia and Channel 652 


Herzegovina) 


Vodafone Casa TV (Portugal) Channel 112 


Moja TV (Bosnia and Channel 013 


Herzegovina) 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) Channel 283 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


FilmOn Watch live 
Watch live (+1) 


Ziggo GO (Netherlands) ZiggoGO.tv (Europe 
only) 


CBS Reality is a European pay television channel which is broadcast in Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa. 


History[edit] 


Reality TV was launched on 1 December 1999 as a joint-venture 

between UPCtv and Zone Vision.™ In 2005, Liberty Global, owner of UPC, bought Zone 
Vision. In 2006, they decided to put all their channels under the unified "Zone" brand. 
Reality TV became Zone Reality, Reality Extra in UK became Zone Reality Extra on 26 
June 2006.4 


On 1 August 2012, Chellomedia revealed that the European version of Zone Reality 
would be rebranded into CBS Reality. In Europe, Zone Reality was rebranded on 3 
December 2012.“ AMC Networks acquired Chellomedia on 2 February 2014. 
Chellomedia was rebranded by AMC Networks International on 8 July 2014.51 


UK[edit] 


The channel launched on the Sky EPG in the UK on 10 October 2002. In February 2006, 
an additional channel called Reality Extra was launched. 


On 14 September 2009, it was revealed that CBS Studios International, struck a joint 
venture deal with Chellomedia to launch six CBS-branded channels in the UK during 
2009.9 On 16 November 2009, the channel rebranded as CBS Reality and CBS Reality 
+1. 


As of 2 April 2014, CBS Reality is available on Freeview and Freesat in the United 
Kingdom. A timeshift channel, CBS Reality +1, was available on YouView as of 
27 July 2014, but was removed on 2 June 2015. 


Programming[edit] 


e 48 Hours Mystery 

e 999 (Europe only) 

e After the Attack 

e After the Attack 2 

e Amazing Medical Stories 

e America's Dumbest Criminals 
e Animal Miracles 

e Bad Kids (UK only) 

e Beach Patrol 

e Beyond Belief: Fact or Fiction 
e Beyond Bizarre 

e Big Game 

e Blues and Twos 

e Bondi Rescue 

e California's Most Haunted 

e Caught On Tape 

e Cheaters 

e The Clampers 

e Comedy at Drumbeat Downham 


e Cops 
e Convict Air 
e Creepy 


e Crime Stories 

e Crime and Punishment 

e Crossing Over with John Edward 
e Daring Capers 

e Deadly Crossings 

e Donal Macintyre: Unsolved 

e Driving School 

e Dr. Phil 

e Eye foran Eye 

e Evidence of Evil 

e Haunted Hotels 

e Final Justice 

e Ghost Hunt 

e (Detective 

e It's a Miracle with Roma Downey 


e Jerry Springer (UK only) 


Joe Millionaire 

Judge Judy 

Lifeline 

Little Miracles 

Lockup 

Forensic Files (though under the show's original name Medical Detectives) 
Mostly True Stories: Urban Legends Revealed 
Ocean Zoo 

Outrageous Vacation Videos 
Paramedics 

Paranormal Borderline 
Picking On My Nose 

Police In Action 

The Power of On 

Power, Privilege & Justice 
Psychic Interactive 

Psychic Private Eyes 

Rapid Response 

Real Strange 

Remarkable Vets 

Rescue 911 

Scariest Places on Earth 
Scary But True 

Secrets of a Psychopath 
Seven Days That Changed 
Spy TV 

Shark Chasers 

Smash Cuts 

Storm Stories 

Survival of the Dumbest 
Survival Test: Dangerous 
Swearing and Gatling with the Drink 
Sylvania Waters 

Tainted Evidence 

Teens Who Kill 

The Day I Should Have Died 
Trauma 

True Stories 

Uncovering 

Unexplained Mysteries 
Unsolved Mysteries 

Weird Homes 

Weird Wheels 

Whacked Out Sports 

What Should You Do? 

When Animals Attack! 

When Hidden Cameras Attack 
When Good Pets Go Bad 


e Wild & Crazy 

e World In Action 

e World's Most Incredible Medical 
e World's Most Shocking Moments 
e World's Most Amazing... 

e The World's Funniest 

e Zoo Babies 


Logos[edit] _ 


Reality TV (2002-2006) 


‘zone 
reality 


Zone Reality (2006-2012) 
See also[edit] 

e CBS Drama 

e CBS Action 

e CBS Studios International 


e AMC Networks International 
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Horror Channel 


horrorchannel 


Launched 3 May 2004; 15 years ago 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


AMC Networks International UK 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SD 


Audience 0.41% 
share 0.03% (+1) (October 2019, BARB) 
Broadcast United Kingdom 
area Ireland 
Formerly The Horror Channel (2004-2006) 
called Zone Horror (2006-2010) 
Sister AMC 
channel(s) CBS Drama 
CBS Justice 
CBS Reality 


Extreme Sports Channel 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Freeview UK 


Freesat UK 


Sky UK & 


Ireland 


Astra 2F 
28.2°E 


Virgin 
Media UK 


WightFibre UK 


Virgin 
Media Ireland 


Virgin TV 


Anywhere 


Horror Channel +1 


www.horrorchannel.co.uk 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 70 


Satellite 


Channel 138 
Channel 139 (+1) 


Channel 317 
Channel 318 (+1) 


11344 V 27500 5/6 
11344 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Channel 149 
Channel 202 (+1) 


Channel 114 


Channel 146 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK only) 


FilmOn Watch live 


The Horror Channel (formerly Zone Horror) is a British television channel 
showing horror films and television series and some science fiction. It is broadcast in the 
UK and Ireland. 


Specialized programming includes cult films, classic horror, comedy, B movies, 
modern thrillers, series, home-produced specials, biographies and documentaries. 


The Horror Channel is available as a free-to-air service on Astra 2F and, since Friday the 
13th of March 2015, on Freeview channel 70. The launch on the Freeview platform 
increased its viewership by some 300%." 


History[edit] 


The Horror Channel was created by Tony Hazell, who had worked for the God Channel. 
The Horror Channel went into administration on 21 September 2004.22! The original 
management team formed a second company (Amore TV Ltd.) and purchased the 
channel on 22 September 2004, writing off the £200,000 investment made in the 
channel by venture capital firm, Northern Enterprise. 


Zone Vision Networks Ltd. agreed to acquire the Horror Channel for an undisclosed sum 
on 17 June 2005. In June 2006, the Horror Channel was renamed "Zone Horror" after 
Zone Vision Networks was renamed Zonemedia. It became a part of 

the Chellomedia content division of Liberty Global in 2005.4 


Zone Horror +1 was launched on Sky on 1 July 2008 replaced Zone Reality Extra. 


On 30 October 2006, Zonemedia launched Zone Horror in the Netherlands. On 1 July 
2009, the channel was dropped from cable in the Netherlands. 


On 14 September 2009, it was revealed that the international arm of CBS, CBS Studios 
International, struck a joint venture deal with Chellomedia to launch six CBS-branded 
channels in the UK during 2009. The new channels would replace Zone Romantica, Zone 
Thriller, Zone Horror and Zone Reality, and timeshift services Zone Horror +1 and Zone 
Reality +1.81 


On 5 April 2010, Zone Horror was renamed "Horror Channel", following the renaming of 
the portfolio’s other three channels in November 2009.44 On-air the channel name 
appears as Horror. The rebrand was produced by Chello Zone’s in-house creative 
services team. 


As of May 2014 the channel's pre-show idents incorporated a prominent CBS eye even 
though CBS does not appear in the channel's name. 


Zone Fantasy got rebranded by Horror Channel in Italy on 6 September 2011.“ Horror 
Channel closed in Italy on 1 July 2015.22 


On 21 August 2012, a pre-watershed simulcast of the Horror Channel began 
broadcasting in Sky's Entertainment genre on channel 198,22 followed by three hours 
of Psychic Today after 9.00 pm. This version of the channel was replaced by Reality TV, 
a simulcast of CBS Reality with a Psychic Today block, on 20 May 2013. 


On 9 March 2015, the Horror Channel appeared on Freeview channel 70 as a 
placeholder channel, and on 13 March 2015 Horror Channel started broadcasting fully 
and is the third of the CBS family to move to Freeview in under a year. 


Films[edit] 
Main article: List of films broadcast by Horror Channel 


Horror Channel airs a wide range of films; aside from horror, films of mixed genres with 
horror themes including sci-fi, thriller, comedy, action and exploitation often screen on 
the channel. Originally, as The Horror Channel, it premiered a number of classic films 
including Carnival of Souls, The City of the Dead, The Killer Shrews, and Lady of 
Burlesque, while it became known for its showing of B movie classics such as Bloody 
Birthday, Troll 2, Brian Damage, Elvira, Mistress of the Dark, Frogs, and Slugs. European 
cinema became notable during the early years of the channel with films including The 
Devil's Nightmare, Nude for Satan, Black Magic Rites, The Sinful Nuns of Saint 
Valentine and several films from French director Jean Rollin like Requiem for a 
Vampire, The Iron Rose, The Grapes of Death and The Living Dead Girl which were 
initially shown as part of "The Jean Rollin Season". Additional early films consisted of 
the Troma films Mother's Day and The Toxic Avenger film series, with others such as 
the Sleepaway Camp trilogy, the Hellraiser trilogy, Pumpkinhead, Flowers in the 

Attic and Turkey Shoot. 


When the channel was renamed in 2006 as Zone Horror, most of the older films 
eventually became phased out and were replaced with more recent low-budget and 
independent films which are less known, such as, Drive-Thru, Choker, Berserker: Hell's 
Warrior and Blood Ranch, while classic films were shown only on a sporadic basis. 


Rebranded as simply Horror Channel in 2010, a number of classic horror films began to 
premiere on the channel, some of which included The Evil Dead, The Texas Chain Saw 
Massacre, Happy Birthday to Me and The Incredible Melting Man. Many films were 
screened as part of horror seasons, with 2011's highlights including "Horror Horreur" for 
September, "Hammer Horror" for October and "Season of the Banned" for November. 
Notable inclusions consisted of the films of European directors Lucio Fulci and Dario 
Argento, and, screenings of recently released films by home entertainment 

company Arrow Films, which includes Savage Streets and Street Trash. Following this, 
Horror Channel has premiered many popular films; Pan's Labyrinth, Halloween 

II, Halloween III: Season of the Witch, Rabid, Children Shouldn't Play with Dead 

Things, Peeping Tom, Blue Steel, Wolf Creek and Jeepers Creepers, 


Programming[edit] 


The following is a list of past, current, and upcoming television and miniseries which are 
broadcast on Horror Channel. 


Note: See List of films broadcast by Horror Channel for all films, including television 
films. 


This list is incomplete; you can help by expanding it. 
Current[edit] 


e Andromeda 
e Earth: Final Conflict 
e Highlander: The Series 


seaQuest DSV 

Sliders 

Star Trek: The Original Series 
Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Tales from the Darkside 

Under the Dome 


Former[edit] 


The 4400 (first broadcast 20 February 2011) 

Angel (first broadcast 6 December 2010) 
BeastMaster 

Blood Ties 

Brimstone 

The Chronicle 

The Collector 

Dark Angel 

The Dead Zone 

Doctor Who (1963-1989) 

Firefly 

Freddy's Nightmares 

Friday the 13th: The Series 

Ghost Stories (first broadcast 2004) 

Hammer House of Horror (first broadcast 1 October 2011) 
Haunted 

The Incredible Hulk (first broadcast 1 September 2014) 
Jericho 

The Lost World 

Millennium 

Mortal Kombat: Conquest 

Mutant X 

The New Twilight Zone 

The Ray Bradbury Theatre 

Special Unit 2 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 

Tales from the Crypt 

Tales of Mystery and Imagination 

The New Adventures of Superman (first broadcast 23 October 2015) 
Twin Peaks 

Urban Gothic 

Vampire High (first broadcast 2004) 

The Visitor 

War of the Worlds 

Witchblade 

Xena: Warrior Princess (first broadcast 25 April 2011) 


Miniseries[edit] 


The Andromeda Strain 


e Creature 

e Firestarter: Rekindled 

e From the Dead of Night 

e Intruders 

e Stephen King's Golden Years 
e Stephen King's It 

e Stephen King's The Langoliers 
e Stephen King's Salem's Lot 

e Stephen King's The Shining 

e Stephen King's The Stand 


e Stephen King's The Tommyknockers 
e Valemont 


Documentaries[edit] 


e Grindhouse Trailer Classics: Volume One (2007) 
e Grindhouse Trailer Classics: Volume Two (2008) 
e Video Nasties: Moral Panic, Censorship & Videotape (2010) 


Logos[edit] 
Logos of Horror Channel 
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Original logo from 2004-2006 


zone 
horror 


Rebranded Zone Horror from 2006 to 2009 
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Horror Channel (formerly The Horror Channel and Zone Horror) is a British movie 
channel. Since 2004, it has aired many films and television series. The following is a list 
of past, current, and upcoming films (theatrical, independent, direct-to-video and 
television films) on Horror Channel. 


Notes: A television film that contains two or more parts is classed as a 'mini-series', 
therefore they will be included on main Horror Channel article (see Programmes section). 
Some of the titles below contain their alternative title and not their original title. These 
are the titles they received by Horror Channel. 


0-9[edit] 


Title Year 


100 Million BC 2008 Griff Furst 


Directo 


Title Year Directo 
2004 Michael Bafaro 
13 Eerie 2013 Lowell Dean 
13Hrs 2010 Jonathan Glendening 
13th Child 2002 Thomas Ashley; Stever 
13 Sins 2014 Daniel Stamm 


2001 Maniacs 2005 Tim Sullivan 


28 Days Later 2002 Danny Boyle 


28 Weeks Later 2007 Juan Carlos Fresnadillo 


MBE 


30,000 Leagues Under the Sea 


2007 Gabriel Bologna 


The 39 Steps 


40 Days and Night Peter Geiger 


1935 or 1959 (version unknown) Alfred Hitchcock or Ral 


666: The Child Jack Perez 


A Return to Salem's Lot Larry Cohen 
A Virgin Among the Living Dead Jesus Franco 
The Abominable Dr. Phibes Robert Fuest 
The Abominable Snowman Val Guest 

AE: Apocalypse Earth Thunder Levin 


Age of Dinosaurs Joseph J. Lawson 

Age of Ice Emile Edwin Smith 
Age of the Dragons Ryan Little 

Airplane vs. Volcano The Kondelik Brothers 
Alice, Sweet Alice Alfred Sole 

Alien Cargo Mark Haber 

Alien Convergence Rob Pallatina 

Alien Encounter Andrew Mackenzie 
Alien Fury Countdown to Invasion Rob Hedden 


Title Director 
Alien Nation: Body and Soul Kenneth Johnson 
Alien Nation: Dark Horizon Kenneth Johnson 
Alien Nation: Millennium Kenneth Johnson 
Alien Nation: The Enemy Within Kenneth Johnson 
Alien Nation: The Udara Legacy Kenneth Johnson 
Alien Terminator Nello Rossati 
All the Boys Love Mandy Lane Jonathan Levine 
Alone in the Dark Uwe Boll 
Alone in the Dark II Michael Roesch & Peter Scheerer 
Altered Species Serge Rodnunsky 
Altitude Kaare Andrews 
Amer Hélène Cattet & Bruno Forzani 
Amityville Il: The Possession Damiano Damiani 


Title Director 
An American Haunting Courtney Solomon 
An American Werewolf in London John Landis 
An American Werewolf in Paris Anthony Waller 
And Now the Screaming Starts! Roy Ward Baker 
And Soon the Darkness Robert Fuest 
Animals Douglas Aarniokski 
Annihilation Earth Nick Lyon 
Another Wolfcop Lowell Dean 
Apocalypse of the Dead Milan Konjevié & Milan Todorovié 
Apocalypse Pompeii Ben Demaree 
Army of the Dead Joseph Conti 


COR ee ome 
Christopher Ray 

Roy Ward Baker 
Asylum Night Brad Watson 

At the Earth's Core Kevin Connor 

ATM David Brooks 

Atomic Dog Brian Trenchard-Smith 
Attack of the 50 Ft. Woman Christopher Guest 
Attack of the Sabretooth George T. Miller 
Attack of the Werewolves Juan Martínez Moreno 
Autopsy Adam Gierasch 
Autumn Steven Rumbelow 


Director 
Avalon - Beyond the Abyss Philip Sgriccia 


The Awakening Mike Newell 


Bledit] 


Baby Blood 1990 Alain Robak 
Back Slash 2005 Kevin Campbell 


1981 Arnold Laven & Don Weis 


Back to the Planet of the Apes 


The Backwoods 2006 Koldo Serra 


1980 Oswaldo de Oliveira 


Bare Behind Bars 


Basket Case 1982 Frank Henenlotter 
The Bat 1959 Crane Wilbur 


1966 Leslie H. Martinson 


Batman: The Movie 


Battleground 2012 Neil Mackay 


The Beast Must Die 1974 Paul Annett 


Beauty and the Beast 2005 David Lister 


Before Dawn 2012 Dominic Brunt 


Behemoth 2011 W.D. Hogan 


Behind the Mask: The Rise of Leslie Vernon 


Bermuda Tentacles 


2006 Scott Glosserman 


2014 Nick Lyon 


2004 Paul Matthews 


Berserker: Hell's Warrior 


The Beyond 1981 Lucio Fulci 


2008 Paul Ziller 


Beyond Loch Ness 


Beyond Re-Animator 2003 Brian Yuzna 


Beyond Sherwood Forest 2009 Peter DeLuise 


Big Bad Wolf 2006 Lance W. Dreesen 


Bigfoot at Holler Creek 2006 John Poague 


Bikini Girls on Ice 2009 Geoff Klein 


The Bird with the Crystal Plumage 1970 Dario Argento 


Black Cadillac 2003 John Murlowski 


Black Christmas 1974 Bob Clark 


1973 Renato Polselli 


Black Magic Rites 


Black Moon Rising 1986 Harley Cokeliss 


Black Sheep 2006 Jonathan King 


The Blackout 2009 Robert David Sanders 


Title Year Director 


1995 Jonathan Winfrey 


Black Scorpion 


Black Scorpion Il: Aftershock 1997 Jonathan Winfrey 


Black Water 2007 David Nerlich & Andrew Trat 


The Black Waters of Echo's Pond 2009 Gabriel Bologna 


Blackwater Valley Exorcism 2006 Ethan Wiley 


The Blair Witch Project 1999 Daniel Myrick & Eduardo Sar 


Blood Angels 2005 Ron Oliver 


The Blood Beast Terror 1967 Vernon Sewell 


Blood Car 2007 Alex Orr 
Blood Feast 1963 Herschell Gordon Lewis 


1971 Seth Holt 


Blood from the Mummy's Tomb 


Blood of Dracula 1957 Herbert L. Strock 


The Blood of Fu Manchu 1968 Jesus Franco 


Blood Predator 


2007 Paul Cagney 


Blood Ranch 2006 Corbin Timbrook 
Blood Reaper 2003 Lory-Michael Ringuette 


Blood River 2009 Adam Mason 


Blood Runs Cold 


2.010 Sonny Laguna 


Blood Snow 2009 Jason Robert Stephens 


1976 Joel M. Reed 


Blood Sucking Freaks 


BloodRayne: The Third Reich 2011 Uwe Boll 


Bloody Birthday 1981 Ed Hunt 


The Bloody Judge 1970 Jesús Franco 


Bloody Murder 2000 Ralph S. Portillo 


2003 Rob Spera 


Bloody Murder 2: Closing Camp 


Blue Steel (premiered 4 January 2013) 


1989 Kathryn Bigelow 


Boa vs. Python 2004 David Flores 
Body Count 1987 Ruggero Deodato 


The Bone Snatcher Jason Wulfsohn 
Bound to Vengeance José Manuel Cravioto 
Boy Eats Girl Stephen Bradley 
Brain Damage Frank Henenlotter 
Breaking Dawn Mark Edwin Robinson 


The Bride 1985 Franc Roddam 


1990 Brian Yuzna 


Bride of Re-Animator 


The Brides of Dracula 1960 Terence Fisher 


The Brink 2006 Benjamin Cooper 


Broken 2006 Adam Mason & Simon Boyne 


The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari 


Robert Wiene 


Brotherhood of Blood 2007 Michael Roesch & Peter Sche 
BIK 2008 Michael Feifer 
C[edit] 
ce 
Cabin Fever 2: Spring Fever 209 Ti West 
Lai 


Captain Clegg (a.k.a. Night Creatures) Peter Graham Scott 


Captain Kronos - Vampire Hunter Brian Clemens 


The Card Player Dario Argento 


Carnival of Souls Herk Harvey 


The Case of the Whitechapel Vampire Rodney Gibbons 


Castle Freak 1995 Stuart Gordon 


The Castle of Fu Manchu Jesus Franco 


The Cat o' Nine Tails Dario Argento 


Cat’s Eye 1985 Lewis Teague 


Caved In: Prehistoric Terror Richard Pepin 
Cemetery Gates Roy Knyrim 
Chain Letter Deon Taylor 
Chernobyl Diaries Brad Parker 


Cherry Tree Lane 2010 Paul Andrew Williams 


Child of Darkness, Child of Light 1991 | Marina Sargenti 


Children of the Corn Fritz Kiersch 
Children of the Corn Donald P. Borchers 
Children of the Corn Il: The Final Sacrifice David Price 
Children of the Corn III: Urban Harvest James D.R. Hickox 


Children Shouldn't Play with Dead Things (premiered 21 1972 Bob Clark 


March 2014) 


Yea 


Title Director 


Adam Rifkin, Tim Sullivan, Adi 
Lynch 


Chillerama 2011 


Choke 2001 | John M. Sjogren 


Choker 2005 | Vallelonga 


Christine 1983 John Carpenter 


Christmas Evil 


1980 | Lewis Jackson 


Chupacabra: Dark Seas 2005 | John Shepphird 


Circus of Fear 1966 John Llewellyn Moxey 


Citizen Toxie: The Toxic Avenger IV 2000 | Lloyd Kaufman 


The City of the Dead 1960 | John Llewellyn Moxey 


City of the Living Dead 1980 Lucio Fulci 


Richard W. Haines, Michael He 
Kaufman 


Class of Nuke ‘Em High 


1986 


Class of Nuke ‘Em High 2: Subhumanoid Meltdown 1991 | Eric Louzil & Donald G. Jackso 


Title Director 


Class of Nuke ‘Em High 3: The Good, the Bad and the 
Subhumanoid 


1994 Eric Louzil 


Closed for the Season 


2010 Jay Woelfel 


2012 Matthias Hoene 


Coffin Rock 2009 | Rupert Glasson 


1971 Enzo G. Castellari 


Collision Earth 


Cockneys vs Zombies 


Cold Eyes of Fear 


201 Paul Ziller 


Color Me Blood Red 1965 Herschell Gordon Lewis 


1984 Neil Jordan 


The Company of Wolves 


Confined 2015 | Eytan Rockaway 


= 0 
9 


Director 


Gregg Simon 


Peter Sasdy 


Rene Perez 


Alex Chandon 


The Crater Lake Monster William R. Stromberg 


Crawl (premiered January 2014) Paul China 


Oklahoma Ward 


The Crawling Hand Herbert L. Strock 


Crawlspace Justin Dix 
Crazy Eights Jimi Jones 
Creep Christopher Smith 
Creep Van Scott W. McKinlay 


Creepshow 2 1987 Michael Gornick 
Critters 3 1991 Kristine Peterson 


The Curse of Frankenstein 


Curse of the Crimson Altar 


Curse of the Forty-Niner 


Curse of the Komodo 


The Curse of the Mummy's Tomb 


Curse of the Talisman 


The Curse of the Werewolf 


Yea 


Director 


Rupert Harvey 


Patrick Johnson 


Vincenzo Natali 


Andrzej Sekuta 


Ernie Barbarash 


Lewis Teague 


Terence Fisher 


Vernon Sewell 


John Carl Buechler 


Jim Wynorski 


Michael Carreras 


Colin Budds 


Terence Fisher 


Director 


Cyborg 2 Michael Schroeder 
The Cycle Michael Bafaro 


Cyrus: Mind of a Serial Killer Mark Vadik 


D[edit] 


Title Director 
Damnation Alley Jack Smight 
Dance of the Dead Gregg Bishop 
Dangerous Worry Dolls Charles Band 
Michael Rasmussen & Shawn Rasmussi 


2009 Gregory Connors 


The Dark Lurking 


The Dark Night of the Scarecrow 


Dark Storm 2006 Jason Bourque 


Darkness Falls 


2003 Jonathan Liebesman 


The Darkroom 2006 Michael Hurst 


The Darwin Conspiracy 1999 Winrich Kolbe 


The Day the Earth Stopped 


Daybreakers 2009 The Spierig Brothers 


1990 Andrew Laskos 


2008 C. Thomas Howell 


Daughter of Darkness 


Day of the Dead 1985 George A. Romero 


Day of the Dead 2008 Steve Miner 


2006 Patrick Dinhut 


Dead and Deader 


Title Year Director 


Dead Heat 1988 Mark Goldblatt 


Dead Heist 2007 Bo Webb 


Dead Hooker in a Trunk 


2009 The Soska Sisters 


Dead Mary 2007 Robert Wilson 


Dead Meat 2004 Conor McMahon 


Dead Snow 2009 Tommy Wirkola 


The Dead Zone 1983 David Cronenberg 


Dead Girl 


2008 Marcel Sarmiento 


DeadTime 2012 Tony Jopia 


1983 Douglas McKeown 


The Deadly Spawn 


Deadly Swarm 
Dear God No! 20141 James Bickert 


1998 Steve Cohen 


Dearly Devoted 


Death Line 1972 Gary Sherman 


Title Year Director 


Death of a Ghost Hunter 2007 Sean Tretta 


Death Row 2006 Kevin VanHook 
Death Tunnel 2005 Philip Adrian Booth 
Deathgasm 2015 Jason Lei Howden 


Deathstalker 1983 James Sbardellati 
Decadent Evil 2005 Charles Band 


p Freeze 2002 John Carl Buechler 
d 
ix 


pStar Si 1989 Sean S. Cunningham 


The Demoniacs 1974 Jean Rollin 


Demon Wind 1990 Charles Philip Moore 


The Dentist Brian Yuzna 

The Dentist 2 Brian Yuzna 
Destruction: Las Vegas Jack Perez 
Detention James D.R. Hickox 
Devil in the Flesh 2 Richard Brandes 
The Devil's Business Sean Hogan 
Devil's Den Jeff Burr 

The Devil's Nightmare Jean Brismée 
The Devil's Rain Robert Fuest 
The Devil's Rejects Rob Zombie 

The Devil's Rock Paul Campion 
The Devil's Tattoo Julian Kean 
Diagnosis: Death Jason Stutter 


Director 


Title Year Director 


Diary of the Dead 


2007 George A. Romero 


Dinocroc 2004 Kevin O'Neill 


Dinocroc vs. Supergator 2010 Mike MacLean 


Dinosaur Island 1994 Fred Olen Ray & Jim Wynorski 


Disaster Zone: Volcano in New York 2006 Robert Lee 


Dog Soldiers 2002 Neil Marshall 
Dolly Dearest 1991 Maria Lease 


Don't Blink 2014 Travis Oates 


Don't Go Near the Park 1981 Lawrence D. Foldes 


Don't Let Him In 2011 Kelly Smith 


Don't Look in the Basement 1973 S. F. Brownrigg 


Don't Look Up 2009 Fruit Chan 


Don't Turn Out the Lights 


Doomwatch 1972 Peter Sasdy 


Dr. Chopper 2005 Lewis Schoenbrun 


Dr. Jekyll and Sister Hyde Roy Ward Baker 
Dr. Moreau's House of Pain Charles Band 
Dr. Phibes Rises Again Robert Fuest 
Dr. Terror's House of Horrors Freddie Francis 
Dracula Terence Fisher 
Dracula: Prince of Darkness Terence Fisher 
Drag Me to Hell Sam Raimi 
Dragon Leigh Scott 
Dragon Hunter Stephen Shimek 
Dragon Storm Stephen Furst 
Dragon Wars Shim Hyung-rae 
Dread Anthony DiBlasi 


Director 


Title Year Director 


The Dread 2007 Michael Spence 


Dream Home 


2010 Pang Ho-cheung 


Dream House 1998 Graeme Campbell 


Dream Warrior 2003 Zachary Weintraub 


2007 Brendan Cowles & Shane Kuhn 


Drive-Thru 


1984 David Lynch 
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Dying God 2008 Fabrice Lambot 

E[edit] 
Ed Gein: By the Light of the Moon Chuck Parello 
Edges of Darkness Blaine Cade; Jason 


Elfie Hopkins 2012 Ryan Andrews 


Elvira, Mistress of the Dark 


1988 James Signorelli 


Elvira's Haunted Hills 


Endangered Species 


2001 Sam Irvin 


2003 Kevin Tenney 


Eraserhead 1977 David Lynch 


Escape from Mars 1999 Neill Fearnley 


Eternal Blood 2002 Jorge Olguin 


Eugenie... The Story of Her Journey into Perversion 1970 Jesus Franco 


Evil Aliens 2005 Jake West 


Evil Breed: The Legend of Samhain 2003 Christian Viel 


The Evil Dead 1981 Sam Raimi 


The Evil of Frankenstein 1964 Freddie Francis 


The Exterminator James Glickenhaus 


The Exorcism of Emily Rose Scott Derrickson 


Exorcism: The Possession of Gail Bowers Leigh Scott 


Exorcismus Manuel Carballo 


F[edit] 


Title Director 
F6: Twister Peter Sullivan 
Fear in the Night Jimmy Sangster 
FeardotCom William Malone 


Title Year Director 


Fear Chamber 


1968 Jack Hill 
The Ferryman 2007 Chris Graham 
The Final 2010 Joey Stewart 


Final Girl 2015 Tyler Shields 


Fire Serpent 2007 John Terlesky 


Fireball 2009 Kristoffer Tabori 


2007 Len Kabasinski 


Fist of the Vampire 


Five Across the Eyes 2006 Greg Swinson; Ryan Thiesse 


The Flesh and Blood Show 1972 Pete Walker 


Flesh for the Beast 2003 Terry M. West 


The Flock 2007 Andrew Lau 


Flowers in the Attic 1987 Jeffrey Bloom 


The Fly 1958 Kurt Neumann 


The Fog 1980 John Carpenter 


Title 


The Forgotten One 


Frankenfish 


Frankenhooker 


Frankenstein and the Monster from Hell 


Frankenstein Created Woman 


Frankenstein Reborn! 


Frankenstein's Army 


Frankenstein's Castle of Freaks 


Frayed 


Freakdog 


Freakshow 


Fright 


Frightmare 


Frogs 


Director 


Phillip Badger 


Mark A.Z. Dippé 


Frank Henenlotter 


Terence Fisher 


Terence Fisher 


David DeCoteau 


Richard Raaphorst 


Dick Randall 


Norbert Caoili; Rob Portman 


Paddy Breathnach 


Drew Bell 


Peter Collinson 


Pete Walker 


George McCowan 


Director 


From the Dark 


Conor McMahon 
Xavier Gens 


Adam Green 


Gacy 2003 Clive Saunders 


The Gingerdead Man 


2005 Charles Band 


Title Year Direct 


Gingerdead Man 2: Passion of the Crust 2008 Silvia St. Croix 


Goblin 2010 Jeffery Scott Lando 


The Gore Gore Girls 1972 Herschell Gordon Lev 


1978 Jean Rollin 


Grapes of Death 


2011 The Vicious Brothers 


Grave Encounters 


The Gravedancers 2006 Mike Mendez 


Grindstone Road 2008 Melanie Orr 


H[edit] 


Title Director 
The Halfway House Kenneth J. Hall 
Hallowed Ground David Benullo 
Halloween Il (Premieres 25 January 2014) Rick Rosenthal 
Halloween III: Season of the Witch Tommy Lee Wallace 
Halloween Night Mark Atkins 
Hands of the Ripper Peter Sasdy 
Happy Birthday to Me J. Lee Thompson 
Hardware Richard Stanley 
Harold's Going Stiff Keith Wright 
Hatchet for the Honeymoon Mario Bava 


Title Director 
The Haunting of Morella Jim Wynorski 
Haunting of Winchester House Mark Atkins 
Head Cheerleader, Dead Cheerleader Jeff Miller 
Hell Comes to Frogtown Donald G. Jackson; R. J. Kizer 
Hellbound: Hellraiser Il Tony Randel 
Hellraiser III: Hell on Earth Anthony Hickox 


Hell's Rain 2007 Kristoffer Tabori 


Henry Lee Lucas: Serial Killer 2009 Michael Feifer 


Hidden 2010 Antoine Thomas 


High Lane 2009 Abel Ferry 


Hillbillys in a Haunted House 1967 Jean Yarbrough 


The Hills Have Eyes 1977 Wes Craven 


The Hills Have Eyes Part II 1985 Wes Craven 


The Hillside Strangler 2004 Chuck Parello 


Director 


Horror 101 2001 James Glenn Dudelson 


Horror in the Attic 


2001 Jeremy Kasten 


The Horror of Frankenstein 1970 Jimmy Sangster 


Title Director 
House Il: The Second Story Ethan Wiley 
The House Next Door Jeff Woolnough 
House of Whipcord Pete Wiker 
The House by the Cemetery Lucio Fulci 
The House Next Door Jeff Woolnough 
House of 1000 Corpses Rob Zombie 
House of Fears Ryan Little 
The House of the Devil Ti West 
The House of Usher Hayley Cloake 
House on Straw Hill James Kenelm Clarke 
The House That Dripped Blood Peter Duffell 


Howling Il: Your Sister is a Werewolf 1985 Philippe Mora 


Title Year Director 


Howling Ill: The Marsupials 1987 Philippe Mora 


Howling IV: The Original Nightmare 1988 John Hough 


Howling V: The Rebirth 


1989 Neal Sundstrom 


Howling VI: The Freaks 1991 Hope Perello 


Howling: New Moon Rising 1995 Clive Turner 


The Humanoid 1979 Aldo Lado 


Huntress: Spirit of the Night 1995 Mark S. Manos 


Hush Little Baby 1994 Jorge Montesi 


2011 Brett Simmons 


2009 Andrew Prendergast 


Hypothermia 2012 James Felix McKenney 


Title Year Director 


I Am Omega 2007 Griff Furst 


LAm the Ripper 2004 Eric Anderson 


I Sell the Dead 2008 Glenn McQuaid 
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| Spit on Your Grave 


1978 Meir Zarchi 


Ice Spiders 2007 Tibor Takacs 
Ilsa, Harem Keeper of the Oil Sheiks 1976 Don Edmonds 


Ilsa, the Tigress of Siberia 


1977 Jean LaFleur 


The Incredible Melting Man 1977 William Sachs 


Inhuman Resources 


2012 Daniel Krige 


Innocent Blood 


1992 John Landis 


The Insatiable 2007 Chuck Konzelman; Cary Solomor 


Title Year Director 


Insecticidal 2005 Jeffery Scott Lando 
1981 Norman J. Warren 


Inseminoid 


The Invaders 1995 Paul Shapiro 


Invaders from Mars 


1986 Tobe Hooper 


The Iron Rose 


1973 Jean Rollin 


Island of Death 1976 Nico Mastorakis 


It's Alive 2008 Josef Rusnak 


J[edit] 
Direci 
Jack Frost Michael Cooney 
Jack Frost 2: Revenge of the Mutant Killer Snowman Michael Cooney 
Jeepers Creepers (premiered 11 January 2014) Victor Salva 
Journey to the Center of the Earth William Dear 
Journey to the Center of the Earth David Jones; Scott | 


Ju-on: The Grudge Takashi Shimizu 


K[edit] 


Title Director 
Kemper: The CoEd Killer Rick Bitzelberger 
The Killer Shrews Ray Kellogg 
Kiss of the Vampire Joe Tornatore 
Daniel Liatowitsch; David Todd Ocvirk 
Komodo vs. Cobra Jim Wynorski 


Title Director 
L'Anticristo Alberto De Martino 
Lady of Burlesque William A. Wellman 
The Lair of the White Worm Ken Russell 
The Land That Time Forgot C. Thomas Howell 
The Last Horror Movie Julian Richards 
The Last Lovecraft: Relic of Cthulhu Henry Saine 
The Last Man on Planet Earth Les Landau 
The Legend of Lucy Keyes John Stimpson 


The Legend of the 7 Golden Vampires 1974 Roy Ward Baker & Chang C 


Leprechaun 4: In Space Brian Trenchard-Smith 
Leprechaun: In the Hood Rob Spera 

Lesbian Vampire Killers Phil Claydon 

Life Blood Ron Carlson 

Life in a Day Eleanor Lindo 

Life, Liberty and Pursuit on the Planet of the Apes Alf Kjellin & Arnold Laven 
Lifeforce Tobe Hooper 

Lighthouse Simon Hunter 

Link Richard Franklin 

Live Feed Ryan Nicholson 

Livid Alexandre Bustillo & Julien N 


Title Director 
The Living and the Dead Simon Rumley 
The Living Dead Girl Jean Rollin 
Living Hell Richard Jefferies 
Lockjaw: Rise of the Kulev Serpent Amir Valinia 
Lolita 2000 Cybil Richards 
Lonely Joe Michael Coonce 
Look What's Happened to Rosemary's Baby Sam O'Steen 
Lord of Illusions Clive Barker 
The Lost Chris Sivertson 
Lost in the Bermuda Triangle Norberto Barba 
The Lost World Irwin Allen 
The Loved Ones Sean Byrne 
Lovely Molly Eduardo Sanchez 
Lovers Lane Jon Steven Ward 


The Lurking Fear C. Courtney Joyner 


Lust for a Vampire 1971 Jimmy Sangster 


Gregory C. Parker & Christie 
M[edit] 


Title Director 
Malibu Shark Attack David Lister 
Mammoth Tim Cox 
The Man Who Fell to Earth Nicolas Roeg 
The Man Who Haunted Himself Basil Dearden 
The Mangler Tobe Hooper 


Maniac Cop III: Badge of Silence William Lustig; Joel Soisson 
Maniac Nurses Find Ecstasy Léon Paul De Bruyn 
C.W Cressler; Curt Cressler 
Masque of the Red Death Roger Corman 
Masque of the Red Death Alan Birkinshaw version or Larry Band version (u 
Maximum Overdrive Stephen King 
Mazes and Monsters Steven Hilliard Stern 
The Medusa Touch Jack Gold 


Mega Shark Versus Giant Octopus 2009 Jack Perez 


em 2006 Bennett Joshua Davlin 
Merlin and the War of the Dragons 2008 Mark Atkins 
Meteorites! 1998 Chris Thompson; Chris Thomson 


Midnight Movie 2008 Jack Messitt 


Midnight Offerings 1981 Rod Holcomb 


Midnight Son 2011 Scott Leberecht 
Mind Warp 


Monster! 1999 John Lafia 


The Monster Club 1980 Roy Ward Baker 


Monster in the Closet 1986 Bob Dahlin 


Monster Island 


2004 Jack Perez 


Title Year Director 


Monster Man 2003 Michael Davis 
Monstro! 


2010 Stuart Simpson 


Moonstalker 1989 Michael O'Rourke 


Morgana 2012 Ramon Obén 


Mortuary 2005 Tobe Hooper 


Mosquito 1995 Gary Jones 


Mother's Day 1980 Charles Kaufman 


Mother's Day 2010 Darren Lynn Bousman 


2005 Allen Wilbanks 


Motor Home Massacre 


Mulholland Drive 2001 David Lynch 


Mum & Dad 2008 Steven Sheil 


The Mummy 1959 Terence Fisher 


The Mummy's Shroud 1967 John Gilling 


1989 Michael Lindsay-Hogg 


Murder by Moonlight 


Murder in Law Tony Jiti Gill 
Murder Loves Killers Too Drew Barnhardt 
My Bloody Valentine George Mihalka 
My Bloody Valentine Patrick Lussier 


My Name Is Bruce 2007 Bruce Campbell 


Nazi Dawn Roel Reiné 
Necessary Evil Peter J. Eaton 


N[edit] 


Netherbeast Incorporated Dean Ronalds 
Never Cry Werewolf Brenton Spencer 
The Night Caller Robert Malenfant 
Night of the Living Dead George A. Romero 
Night of the Demon James C. Wasson 
Night of the Demons Adam Gierasch 
Nite Tales: The Movie Deon Taylor 

No Man's Land: The Rise of Reeker Dave Payne 


Nothing But the Night Peter Sasdy 


Nude for Satan Luigi Batzella 


Nude Nuns with Big Guns Joseph Guzman 


The Nude Vampire Jean Rollin 


Ogre 2008 Steven R. Monroe 


Omen IV: The Awakening Jorge Montesi & Dominique Othenin-Girard 


One-Eyed Monster Adam Fields 


Open Water 2003 Chris Kentis 


Pl[edit] 


Title Year Director 


2006 Guillermo del Toro 


Pan's Labyrinth (premiering 19 April 2014) 


The Paradise Virus 2003 Brian Trenchard-Smith 


Party Crasher 2000 Mark Mason 


2008 Peter Mervis 


Passed the Door of Darkness 


Peeping Tom (premiering 3 April 2014) 1960 Michael Powell 


Penetration Angst 2003 Wolfgang Buld 


Penny Dreadful 2006 Richard Brandes 


Penumbra 2011 Adrian Garcia Bogliano & Ramiro Garcia Bd 


1991 Wes Craven 


The People Under the Stairs 


Perfect Life 2010 Josef Rusnak 


Director 


1982 Juan Piquer Simén 
The Plague of the Zombies 1966 John Gilling 
2007 Robert Rodriguez 


1996 Anne Goursaud 


Poison Ivy Il: Lily 


Poison Ivy: The New Seduction 


1997 Kurt Voss 
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Title Year Director 


1994 Fred Olen Ray 


Possessed by the Night 


Pray for Mornin 2006 Cartney Wearn 


Premonition 2005 Jonas Quastel 


Pretty Little Devils 2008 Irving Rothberg 


Primal Force 1999 Nelson McCormick 


Prince of Darkness 1987 John Carpenter 


Progeny 1999 Brian Yuzna 


1993 Peter Flynn 


Project Vampire 


Psycho Il 1983 Richard Franklin 


Psycho III 1986 Anthony Perkins 


1990 Mick Garris 


Psycho IV: The Beginning 


2001 Kiyoshi Kurosawa 


2010 David DeCoteau 


Puppet Master: Axis of Evil 


Puppet Master vs Demonic Toys 


2004 Ted Nicolaou 


Directo 
Quatermass and the Pit Roy Ward Baker 
R[edit] 
Director 


Rabid (premieres 14 January 2014) David Cronenberg 


The Rage 2007 Robert Kurtzman 


The Rape of the Vampire 1968 Jean Rollin 


1966 Don Sharp 


Rasputin: The Mad Monk 


Red Canyon 2008 Giovanni Rodriguez 


2003 Giacomo Cimini 


Red Riding Hood 


Red White & Blue 2010 Simon Rumley 


Redneck Zombies 1987 Pericles Lewnes 


Repo! The Genetic Opera 2008 Darren Lynn Bousman 


The Reptile 1966 John Gilling 


Requiem for a Vampire 1971 Jean Rollin 


Resurrecting: The Street Walker 2009 Ozgur Uyanik 


Retro Puppet Master 1999 David DeCoteau 


The Return of Swamp Thing 1989 Jim Wynorski 


The Return of the Living Dead 1985 Dan O'Bannon 


Return of the Living Dead 3 1993 Brian Yuzna 


Return to Horror High 1987 Bill Froehlich 


Revenant 1998 Richard Elfman 


Revenge Unknown Unknown 


The Revenge of Frankenstein 1958 Terence Fisher 


Riddles of the Sphinx 2008 George Mendeluk 


2004 Mick Garris 


Riding the Bullet 


Rise of the Dead William Wedig 
Road Train (premieres January 2014) Dean Francis 
Romasanta: The Werewolf Hunt Paco Plaza 
Roswell: The Aliens Attack Peter Lhotka 


Sacrifice Akathe White Dog Sacrifice Michael Flaman 
The Salena Incident Dustin Rikert 
Sarah Landon and the Paranormal Hour Lisa Comrie 


The Satanic Rites of Dracula Alan Gibson 
Satan's School for Girls Christopher Leitch 
The Savage Bees Bruce Geller 
Savage Streets Danny Steinmann 
Savages Crossing Kevin James Dobson 
Sawney: Flesh of Man Ricky Wood 
Rahil Bhorania 
Scars of Dracula Roy Ward Baker 
pare m) Bob Badway, Michael Emanuel & Igo 
Scorpious Gigantus Tommy Withrow 


Season of the Witch 2011 Dominic Sena 
1999 Thomas Haden Church 


2000 Christopher Johnson 


Shades of Darkness 


Shadow Walkers 2013 Dennis Iliadis 


Shadow: Dead Riot 2006 Derek Wan 


Sharknado 2: The Second One 2014 Thunder Levin 


Sharknado 4: The 4th Awakens 2016 Thunder Levin 


Sherlock Holmes 2010 Rachel Lee Goldenberg 
2005 Jim Wynorski (as Jay Andrews) 
gnal 2007 David Bruckner, Dan Bush & Jacob G 


1984 Charles E. Sellier, Jr. 


Silent Night, Deadly Night 


Silent Predators 1999 Noel Nosseck 


Silent Scream 2005 Matt Cantu & Lance Kawas 


The Sinful Dwarf 1973 Vidal Raski 


The Sinful Nuns of Saint Valentine 


1974 Sergio Grieco 


Title Director 
Sisters Brian De Palma 
Skew Sevé Schelenz 
Skinwalkers James Isaac 
The Skull Freddie Francis 
Skyline Brothers Strause 
The Slaughterhouse Massacre Paul Gagné 


Slaughter High 1986 George Dugdale, Mark Ezra & Peter 
Slayer 2006 Kevin VanHook 
Sleepaway Camp 1983 Robert Hiltzik 


Sleepaway Camp Il: Unhappy Campers 1988 Michael A. Simpson 


Sleepaway Camp Ill: Teenage Wasteland 1989 Michael A. Simpson 


Sleeping Beauty 2014 Casper Van Dien 
Sleepless 2001 Dario Argento 
Slugs 1988 Juan Piquer Simén 


Title Year Director 


The Slumber Party Massacre 1982 Amy Holden Jones 


1987 Deborah Brock 


Slumber Party Massacre Il 


Slumber Party Massacre III 1990 Sally Mattison 


Small Town Folk 2007 Peter Stanley-Ward 


Smash Cut 2009 Lee Demarbre 


Smiley 2012 Michael Gallagher 


Snakehead Terror 2004 Paul Ziller 


1979 Simon Wincer 


Snapshot 


Snow Beast 2011 Brian Brough 


Snow Demon 2008 Paul Ziller 
Snowbeast 


1977 Herb Wallerstein 


Snowmageddon 2011 Sheldon Wilson 


Society 1989 Brian Yuzna 


Solar Attack 2006 Paul Ziller 


Title Director 
Somebody Help Me 2007 Chris Stokes 


Something Evil 1972 Steven Spielberg 


Sometimes They Come Back... Again 1996 Adam Grossman 


Sometimes They Come Back... for More 1998 Daniel Zelik Berk 


Sorority Girls and the Creature from Hell 1990 John McBrearty 


Sorority House Massacre Carol Frank 
Sorority House Massacre II Jim Wynorski 
Sorority Row Stewart Hendler 
Soul Survivors Stephen Carpenter 
The Source (a.k.a. The Secret Craft) S. Lee Taylor 
Spacehunter: Adventures in the Forbidden Zone Lamont Johnson 
Spirit Trap David Smith 


Splintered 2010 Simeon Halligan 

Squeal 2008 Tony Swansey 

Stag Night 2008 Peter A. Dowling 

Stag Night of the Dead 2010 Neil Jones 

Stalker 2010 Martin Kemp 

Starry Eyes 2014 Kevin Kölsch & Dennis Widmyer 


The Stendhal Syndrome 1996 Dario Argento 


The Stepfather 1987 Joseph Ruben 


The Stepford Children 1987 Alan J. Levi 


Stephen King's Thinner 1996 Tom Holland 


Stitches 2012 Conor McMahon 


2010 Paul Ziller 


Stonehenge Apocalypse 


Straight On till Morning Peter Collinson 
Surviving Evil Terence Daw 
Survival of the Dead George A. Romero 
Switchblade Romance Alexandre Aja 


Strange Behaviour 
5 


T[edit] 


Yea 


Title Director 


1972 Freddie Francis 


Tales from the Crypt 


Tales from the Crypt: Bordello of Blood 1996 Gilbert Adler 


Tales from the Darkside: The Movie 


1990 John Harrison 


2000 Mitch Marcus & John Blush (uncredited 
2007 Mitchell Lichtenstein 


1999 |Tony Shyu 


Tequila Body Shots 


Terminal Error 2002 |John Murlowski 


Terminal Invasion 2002 Sean S. Cunningham 


Termination Point 


2007 | Jason Bourque 


The Terminators 2009 Xavier S. Puslowski 


The Terror Unknown version 


Title Director 


1987 Dario Argento 


Terror at the Opera 


Terrordactyl 2016 Don Bitters III & Geoff Reisner 


The Texas Chain Saw Massacre 


1974 Tobe Hooper 


Texas Chainsaw 2013 | John Luessenhop 


The Thaw 2009 Mark A. Lewis 


Theatre of Death 1967 Samuel Gallu 


1967 Freddie Francis 


They Came from Beyond Space 


They Crawl 2001 | John Allardyce 
They Wait 2007 | Ernie Barbarash 
The Thin 1982 | John Carpenter 
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1976 Peter Sykes 


To the Devil a Daughter 


Toolbox Murders 2004 Tobe Hooper 


2009 | Gerard Johnson 


Tornado Warning 2012 Jeff Burr 


Torture Garden 1967 Freddie Francis 


The Tortured 2010 Robert Lieberman 
Total Realit 1967 Phillip J. Roth 


Michael Herz & Lloyd Kaufman (credi 
Weil) 


The Toxic Avenger 


The Toxic Avenger Part Il 1989 Lloyd Kaufman & Michael Herz 


The Toxic Avenger Part Ill: The Last Temptation of 
Toxie 


1989 Lloyd Kaufman & Michael Herz 
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Title Director 


2007 Larry Blamire 


Trail of the Screaming Forehead 


Trailer Park of Terror 2008 Steven Goldmann 


Transmorphers 2007 Leigh Scott 


Transmorphers: Fall of Man 2009 Shane Van Dyke 


Trapped in Space 1995 | Arthur Allan Seidelman 


Trauma 1993 Dario Argento 


Trees: The Movie 2000 Michael Pleckaitis 


The Trial of the Incredible Hulk 


1989 Bill Bixb 


Triangle 2009 | Christopher Smith 


Trick or Treat 1986 Charles Martin Smith 


Triloquist 2008 | Mark Jones 


The Tripper 2006 David Arquette 


Troll 1986 John Carl Buechler 
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Troll 2 1990 | Claudio Fragasso 


bi nani 


Tucker & Dale vs. Evil 


2010 Eli Craig 


Turkey Shoot 1982 Brian Trenchard-Smith 


; François Simard, Anouk Whissell & Y( 
Turbo Kid 2015 Whissell 


Twin Peaks: Fire Walk with Me 1992 David Lynch 


Twins of Evil 1971 | John Hough 
Two Evil Eyes 1990 Dario Argento & George A. Romero 
Il 


The Two Faces of Dr. Jekyi 


1960 Terence Fisher 


Two Thousand Maniacs! 1964 Herschell Gordon Lewis 


The Two Orphan Vampires 


1997 Jean Rollin 


Ul[edit] 


UKM: The Ultimate Killing Machine 2006 David Mitchell 


Dire 


Claude Héroux 


Undead or Alive Glasgow Phillips 


Underground Rafael Eisenmar 
The Uninvited Bob Badway 
Urban Legend Jamie Blanks 


Vledit] 323 = ===” = 


Vampire Bats 2005 Eric Bross 


Vampire Journals Ted Nicolaou 


Vampires Vs. Zombies Vince D'Amato 


Velocity Trap 1997 Phillip J. Roth 


Director 
Virtual Nightmare Michael Pattinson 
The Visitation 


Robby Henson 


Michael D. Sellers 


Title Year Director 


War Games: At the End of the Day 


Ihe Watermen 2011 Matt L. Lockhart 
Walled In 2009 Gilles Paquet-Brenner 


2010 Cosimo Alema 


The War of the Worlds 


1953 Byron Haskin 


War of the Worlds 2: The Next Wave 2008 C. Thomas Howell 


Warlords of Atlantis 1978 Kevin Connor 


2002 Byron W. Thompson 


Warrior Angels 


Warriors of Terra 2006 Robert Wilson 


Wasting Away 2007 Matthew Kohnen 


2007 Jonathan Hensleigh 


Welcome to the Jungle 


The Werewolf Reborn! 


1998 Jeff Burr 


Werewolves on Wheels 


1971 Michel Levesque 


The Wicker Man 1973 Robin Hardy 
Wild Grizzly 2000 Sean McNamara 
The Wisher 2002 Gavin Wilding 


2002 Chris Angel 


Wishmaster: The Prophecy Fulfilled 


Ihe Witches 1966 Cyril Frankel 


Witchfinder General 1968 Michael Reeves 


The Wizard of Gore 2007 Jeremy Kasten 


Wolf Creek (premiering January 2014) 


2005 Greg McLean 


World of the Dead: The Zombie Diaries 2011 Michael Bartlett; Kevin Gat 


Wrestlemaniac 2006 Jesse Baget 


Director 


Luke Hyams 


Y[edit] 
Zledit] 


Title Director 
Zodiac. Signs of the Apocalypse David Sanderson 
Zoltan, Hound of Dracula Albert Band 
Zombie Creeping Flesh Bruno Mattei 
Zombie Flesh Eaters Lucio Fulci 
Zombie Flesh Eaters 2 Lucio Fulci 


Zombie Flesh Eaters 3 1988 Claudio Fragasso 
Zombie Dearest 2009 David Kemker 


Title 


The Zombie King 


Zombie Lake 


Zombie Strippers 


Zombie Town 


Zombie Virus of Mulberry Street 


Zombie Women of Satan 


Zombies! Zombies! Zombies! 


External links[edit] 


e Horror Channel official site 


sony Movies Action 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Sony Movies Action 
Launched 10 September 2019; 3 months ago 


Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


Year 


2012 


1981 


2008 


2007 


2006 


2009 


2008 


Director 


Aidan Belizaire 


Jean Rollin & Julian de Laserna 


Jay Lee 


Damon Lemay 


Jim Mickle 


Steve O'Brien; Warren Speed 


Jason M. Murphy 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast United Kingdom 
area Ireland 
Replaced Movies4Men 
Sister Pop 


channel(s) Pop Max 


Sony Channel 
Sony Crime Channel 


Sony Movies 
Sony Movies Classic 
Tiny Pop 
Timeshift Sony Movies Action +1 
service 
Website sonymovies.co.uk/special/sony-movies- 
action 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 40 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 305 
Sky Channel 323 


Channel 324 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11306 V 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 11306 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 426 


Sony Movies Action is a British free-to-air TV channel which launched on 10 
September 2019 on Freeview, Freesat, Sky and Virgin. It replaced Movies4Men. The 
channel is dedicated to showing action, war and western movies but also shows classic 
action television series. 


History[edit] 


This channel replaced Movies4Men and Movies4Men +1. Sony Movies Action is available 
on Freeview, Freesat, Sky and Virgin, but the timeshift service Sony Movies Action +1 is 
only on Sky. Sony Movies Action +1, launched on 25 February 2008, was briefly on 
Freeview back when it was still known as Movies4Men +1. The channel launched on 13 
May 2019 on Freeview channel 48, but was closed the next month because True 
Entertainment (now Sony Channel) and True Movies (now Sony Movies Classic) were 
moving to the Local Multiplex. 


The Sony Movies Action channel was first announced on 24 July 2019, when 
Movies4Men would be replaced by Sony Movies Action. 


Film screeningsl[edit] 


The channel is brand new. However, the channel broadcasts action movies and series 
(example M*A*S*H). The channel has already shown promos for action at 9pm. The 
movies shown will always be action, although it also carries old non-action 40s/50s films 
that Movies4Men aired in the past. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Tolve, Christopher (30 July 2019). "Sony to launch UK's first free-to-air movie network, 
rebranding existing channels". The Drum. Retrieved 2 September 2019. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Sony Crime Channel 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


Sony Crime Channel 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


SONY 


CRIME CHANNEL 


6 February 2018 


Sony Pictures Television 


576i 16:9 SD 


0.26% 
0.03% (+1) (August 2018, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Sony Channel 


Pop 
Pop Max 
Sony Channel 


Sony Movies 
Sony Movies Action 


Sony Movies Classic 


Tiny Pop 


Official website 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 179 


Astra 2F 11306 V 27500 5/6 


(28.2°E) 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 193 


Sony Crime Channel is a British free-to-air television channel, focusing on crime 
television programmes and documentaries. It was launched on 6 February 2018 and it is 
owned by Sony Pictures Television. It airs crime programming targeted at a female 
audience.” 


History[edit] 


The channel has had its availability decreased on Freeview since the beginning of 2019, 
and it is no longer available on Freesat. In January 2019, the channel moved to the local 
multiplex and reduced its availability. In May 2019, it was moved to Freeview 60, cut 
down to 4-6:00 am broadcasting, and its +1 service was replaced by movies4men +1. 
On June 27, 2019, True Entertainment moved from Freeview 61 to 48, replacing 
m4m+1. To make space for the move of True Entertainment and True Movies to Local 
multiplex, Sony Crime Channel was moved to the G-MAN multiplex [reducing availability 
to just Manchester] and became almost a placeholder channel on Freeview, with only 
Teleshopping shown during its broadcast hours [4:00 - 6:00 am]. 


On September 10, 2019 the channel was replaced in the Manchester area on Freeview 
by Sony Channel +1. Five days earlier, the channel swapped places with True 
Entertainment ahead of its rebrand as Sony Channel on Sky. 


On 30 October 2019, Sony Crime Channel +1 closed on Sky. 


Programming[edit] 
e 48 Hours 

e Caught on Camera 

e Cops 

e Crime 360 


e Crime Town USA 

e CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 
e Deadly Women 

e Dog Patrol 

e Dog the Bounty Hunter 

e Fatal Attraction 

e Hustle 

e Killer Kids 


e Law and Order: Criminal Intent 

e Law and Order 

e Line of Duty 

e Manhunters: Fugitive Task Force 
e Orange is the New Black 

e Paternity Court 

e Person of Interest 

e Police Women of Dallas 


e Psychic Detective 
e Real Detective 


e Spooks 
e Taggart 


e The Devil You Know 


e The People's Court 

e Unforgettable 

e Very Bad Men 

e Why Did Oscar Pistorius Kill Our Daughter? 


e Wife, Mom, Bounty Hunter 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Channel profile: Sony Crime Channel - Sky Media". Sky Media. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Pop Max 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


For Sony’s Indian television channel which is owned by the same company formerly 
known as Sony Kix, see Sony ESPN. 
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Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Formerly called 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Pop Max 


19 May 2008; 11 years ago 


Sony Pictures Television 


16:9 576i SDTV 


0.07% (August 2018, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Kix! (2008-14) 


Kix (2014-17) 


Pop E1 


Pop 


Sony Channel 
Sony Crime Channel 


Sony Movies 
Sony Movies Action 


Sony Movies Classic 


Tiny Pop 


Pop Max +1 


Website popmax.co.uk 


Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 303 (Manchester only) 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 604 
Sky Channel 626 


Channel 627 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11306 V 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 11306 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Streaming media 


FilmOn Internet Protocol Television 


Pop Max (formerly Kix! and then Kix) is a free-to-air children's television channel in 
the United Kingdom, owned by Sony Pictures Television. As of June 2014, it broadcasts 
cartoons, action and adventure series, extreme sports and music videos 

on Sky and Freesat. Its target audience is 7 to 17-year-old boys.“ 


History[edit] 


Kix logo used from 2014 to 2017 


At 06:00 on 19 May 2008, Pop +1 ceased broadcast and was directly replaced on-air 
with Kix content. Medabots was the first programme to be broadcast under the Kix! 
id e ntity . [citation needed] 


Kix was the fourth dedicated kids' channel to be launched by CSC: its three sister 
channels are Pop which was launched on 1st October 2002, !<#ationneecel and shows cartoons 
and pop music videos for a mixed audience; Tiny Pop, which was launched on 27 July 
2004, icitetien needed and shows cartoons for young children and pre-schoolers; and Pop Girl, 
launched on 6 August 2007, !ut#tionneedea and also shows cartoons and live action shows but 
is aimed at a female-led audience. Some programmes which have aired on Kix have 
been screened on one or more of the sister channels as well, eran research 


On 8 August 2008, Kix launched onto the Freesat platform on channel 606. !xt#enneeden 


On 7 May 2013, Kix! was renamed to Kix.” The labelling on the onscreen programme 
guide was changed in accordance with this. However, the channel logo continues to 
include the exclamation mark. 


Kix moved over to 16:9 widescreen broadcasting on 8 July 2013; !siaialresearch?] Pop, Pop Girl 
and Tiny Pop had all previously moved over to the wider format. Kix retained a version 
of its prior onscreen graphics, rather than completely relaunching its presentation 
alongside the move (as Pop Girl had done) .!etatonneedeai 


Kix broadcasts on the Freeview digital terrestrial platform since 7 April 2016, following 
the earlier addition of sister channels POP and Tiny Pop to the service. Kix transmits on 
the same local-TV multiplex as POP, so that the channel is only available in areas where 
POP is available, iste needed On 30 August 2017, Kix rebranded its identity and is now 
called Pop Max; however, none of its programming changed. On 27 June 2019, Pop 
Max moved to the G-MAN multiplex, meaning that the channel only broadcasts 

in Manchester on the Freeview TV platform.“ 


Kix Power and Kix +1[edit] 


On 22 July 2013, Kix received a spin-off channel, Kix Power, which replaced Pop Girl +1 
on Sky. The subsidiary channel broadcast only Power Rangers programming. Kix Power 
was replaced by a Kix +1 service on 1 October 2013, /ctetierreeded and this timeshift ran 
through October and November. Kix Power was then reintroduced at the end of 
November for a second run, to operate in the run-up to Christmas, with Kix +1 resuming 
at the start of January 2014. Kix Power will return, again replacing Kix +1 (or Kix +), on 
an ad-hoc basis around major school holiday periods; the channel will open its third run 
in early April 2014, stas/research| building up to the Easter break, and for the first time will 
screen content not related to the Power Rangers franchise: !2iralresearch] a daily online vote 
will determine the show to be played as a block on Kix Power the following day. ' 

needed On 22 April 2014, Kix +1 relaunched, this time as Kix +. On 14 July 2014, Kix + was 
closed down and replaced with Pop +1, which closed in 2008 and was replaced with the 
actual Kix channel. On 27 October 2014, Kix was rebranded as Kix Power for the 
October half-term. On 1 October 2015, Kix +1 relaunched, replacing Pop Girl. On 14 
June 2016, Kix +1 was removed from Freesat and was replaced with Pop +1. On 11 
December 2016, Kix Power launched on Virgin Media. 


Presenters[edit] 


As with other CSC stations, Kix rarely uses on-screen presenters; most programme links, 
trailers and promotions are provided in voiceover only. The channel's lead voice artist 
since its launch has been former Kerrang! Radio and CNX presenter Christian 
Stevenson, whose voice is heard on into-programme links, end-credit promotions, and 


most of the channel's trailers. In 2013 former Blue Peter presenter Andy 

Akinwolere joined Kix to host the presented-in-vision segments filmed at the Power 
Rangers anniversary shopping centre tour which was run in conjunction with intu_ 
Properties and which tied in with the first run of Kix Power; since then, Akinwolere has 
continued to contribute occasional voiceovers to selected trails and promos on Kix, 
though Stevenson also continues to be used for other sequences. Kix will also 
occasionally screen group-wide promos being played across CSC stations, which may 
feature other voiceover artists drawn from the pool used by the company. 


Current Programmingledit] 


e Detentionaire 

e Grizzy and the Lemmings 

e Nate is Late 

e Power Rangers Dino Super Charge 
e Power Rangers Ninja Steel 

e Power Rangers Super Ninja Steel 
e The Spectacular Spider-Man 

e Talking Tom and Friends 

e Trollhunters: Tales of Arcadia 

e Zak Storm 

e Freaktown 

e The 3 Amigonauts 

e Hanazuki: Full of Treasures 


e Winston Steinburger and Sir Dudley Ding Dong 
e Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir 


e Mega Man: Fully Charged 
e Rabbids Invasion 
e Lego Nexo Knights 


e The Mr. Peabody & Sherman Show 
e Pokémon 


Former Programming[edit] 


Music, film and extreme sports programming[edit] 


At launch, Kix! stated that in addition to cartoons, it would also broadcast music and 
extreme sports programming. In addition to full scheduled shows, elements of these 
formats have also occasionally been used as short filler between scheduled 

p rog ra m m es - [citation needed] 


In 2009, Kix! launched Kix Fiix!, which was a film and DVD review programme. The 
channel had previously broadcast promotional/review pieces for films under the Kix Flix! 
banner in a short unbilled slot, similar to the Popcorn slot on Pop, but in 2009, a new, 
more substantial Kix Flix! launched as a billed 15-minute programme, with profiles of 
several film/DVD releases in each edition. This programme also aired on the 
entertainment channel Film24 under the title "Kids Flix!". This programme ceased to 
broadcast at around the time Film24 collapsed and ceased original programming. taton 


needed] 


Teen Kix![edit] 


In late 2009, a new programming block within Kix! began. "Teenage Kix!" or simply 
"Teen Kix!", initially ran from 20:00 until the channel's close at 23:30, although by 
Easter 2010 the block was extended to begin at 18:00. The block includes action and 
adventure shows, the majority of which were already part of the Kix! schedule prior to 
the block being established. The introduction of the Teen block also saw the 
reintroduction of Kix! Xtreme and, for a time, Kix! Mix as full half-hour shows. The Teen 
block was subsequently scrapped in favour of using the general Kix! branding in the 
evenings. 


Kix Through the Night[edit] 


A late-night schedule follows, consisting of a show running back-to-back. It runs for 
many different times. The block is entitled as Kix Through the Night. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Kix | Showreel | CSC Media". Cscmediagroup.com. Retrieved 22 February 2015. 

2. ^ Jumpupto:=* "News". Overnights.tv. Retrieved 22 February 2015. 

3. ^ "Kix changes name to Pop Max". Digitaltveurope.com. Retrieved 19 December 2017. 
4. © "Freeview Advice | Twitter". mobile.twitter.com. Retrieved 29 June 2019. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Pop (British and Irish TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from Pop (UK and Ireland)) 


ump to navigationJump to search 


hideThis article has multiple issues. Please help improve 
it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when 
to remove these template messages) 
This article needs additional citations 

© for verification. (October 2013) 


Some of this article's listed sources may not 
be reliable. (January 2014) 


This article possibly contains original research. (March 
2014) 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Language 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Pop 


29 May 2003; 16 years ago 


Sony Pictures Television 


16:9 576i SDTV 


0.30% 
0.03% (+1) 
(September 2016, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


English 


Toons & Tunes (2003) 


Pop Max 

Sony Channel 

Sony Crime Channel 
Sony Movies 

Sony Movies Action 
Sony Movies Classic 


Tiny Pop 


Pop +1 


popfun.co.uk 


Availability 


Terrestrial 

Freeview Channel 206 
Satellite 

Freesat Channel 603 


Channel 606 (+1) 


Sky Channel 616 
Channel 625 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11307 V 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 11307 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 
Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 736 


WightFibre Channel 100 


Streaming media 


FilmOn Internet Protocol Television 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


Pop is a free-to-air television channel in the United Kingdom, owned by Sony Pictures 
Television. Its target audience is 8 to 10-year-old children.” 


History[edit] 


The channel was originally launched on 29 May 2003 by CSC Media Group as Toons 
and Tunes 2. The channel was then later re-branded as Pop on 29 May 2003; the logo 


has been rendered in various forms, including all upper-case or all lower-case, along 
with an exclamation point at the end. 


Originally, the network focused on music videos, with animated programming also part 
of the schedule, but with the numerous music video network options on British 
television at the time, this focus was quickly abandoned around 2004, when the 
animated content became much more prominent. Music videos continued to be carried 
on and off until 2007, before eventually being abandoned entirely. 


Programming[edit] 
The network sources their programming from multiple independent studios. 


Current programming[edit] 


e 44 Cats? 

e ALVINNNN!!! & the Chipmunks” 
e Barbie Dreamhouse Adventures®! 
e Counterfeit Cat® 

e Dragon Ball Super” 

e Grizzy and the Lemmings® 

e Hanazuki: Full of Treasures?! 

e  Littlest Pet Shop 

e Mega Man: Fully Charged" 

e Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir?! 
e Pokemon 

e Polly Pocket™! 

e Sonic Boom! 

e Talking Tom & Friends*®! 

e Total DramaRama"™ 

e Trollhunters®® 

e Trolls: The Beat Goes On! 


Freeview[edit] 


On 20 March 2014, Pop was launched on Freeview.” As a result, some pre-school 
programming from its sister channel Tiny Pop started being broadcast on Pop. The pre- 
school programmes would be broadcast between 9 am to 3 pm every weekday during 
school term, and they showed programmes such as Little Bear, The Adventures of 
Chuck and Friends, Numberjacks, Postman Pat, Harry and His Bucket Full of 

Dinosaurs and Timothy Goes to School amongst other Tiny Pop shows. This ceased in 
February 2015 as a result of Tiny Pop having also become available on Freeview. 


On 8 May 2014, Pop started to timeshare (6 am - 10 pm) with sister channel Chart Show 
TV (10 pm- 6 am) when the latter launched on Freeview, until 3 September 2014 when 

Chart Show TV migrated to Manchester-only service; as a result, Pop now broadcasts 24 

hours. 


On 8 September 2014, the Freeview EPG stated on channel 126, that Pop +1 would 
commence broadcasting on Freeview in September, available from 3 pm to 7 pm daily 
on a nationwide multiplex (thus with wider availability than the core Pop service). 
Transmission began on 16 September from 3 pm. This arrangement was discontinued 


on 23 October 2014, whereby Pop +1 migrated to broadcast from a multiplex only 
available in the Greater Manchester area (the same multiplex broadcasting the sister 
channel Chart Show TV on Freeview.) In its new arrangement, Pop +1 broadcasts 24 
hours a day. The former nationwide Pop +1 slot started to carry Tiny Pop from 3 pm to 
7 pm daily, increasing to 21 hours a day (3 am to midnight) in January 2015. 


Prior to April 2016, Pop was only available in areas where there is a local TV channel. On 
1 April 2016, Pop moved to a wider coverage nationwide freeview mix, becoming 
available to over 90% of the country. The capacity vacated by Pop on the local 
multiplex was used to transmit Kix from 7 April 2016. Pop +1 moved to LCN channel 
128, to release 127 for use by Kix, but was otherwise unaffected, continuing to 
broadcast locally to Manchester only. 


Related services[edit] 
Pop +1[edit] 


A timeshift feed called Pop +1 was available until 2008, when it was replaced by Kix!; 
in turn, that network's +1 feed was discontinued on 14 July 2014 with Pop +1's return. 


Italian version[edit] 


On 4 May 2017, Sony Pictures Television Networks launched an Italian version of Pop as 
their first Italian free-to-air offering, with a similar schedule to the UK channel. The 
network closed alongside its sister channel Cine Sony on 11 July 2019, 

after Mediaset purchased both network slots from Sony. Pop's old slot would be used 
for Boing Plus.22! 
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Tiny Pop 


27 July 2004; 15 years ago 


Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SD 


Audience share 0.23% 


0.02% (+1) (August 2018, BARB“) 


Replaced Pop Plus 


Sister channel(s) Pop 
Pop Max 


Sony Channel 
Sony Crime Channel 


Sony Movies 
Sony Movies Action 


Sony Movies Classic 


Website Tinypop.com 
Availability 
Terrestrial 

Freeview Channel 207 


Channel 210 (+1) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 605 
Channel 609 (+1) 


Sky Channel 617 
Channel 624 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11306 V 27500 5/6 


(28.2°E) 11306 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 
Cable 

| 

WightFibre Channel 104 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 737 


TalkTalk Channel 403 
Channel 412 (+1) 


Streaming media 


FilmOn Internet Protocol Television 


Tiny Pop is a free-to-air children's television channel in the United Kingdom, owned 

by Sony Pictures Television. Broadcast on many of the major digital television platforms 
in the UK, Tiny Pop, which was launched on 27 July 2004, and shows, its target audience 
is children aged 7 and under. The station broadcasts principally animated content 
sourced from various distributors. 


History[edit] 


Tiny Pop logo used from 2011 to 2 September 2018 


Tiny Pop is a sister channel to Pop, which was launched on 1 October 2002. Tiny Popisa 
replacement for the retired station Pop Plus, which was originally a secondary channel 
of Pop. Tiny Pop is aimed at a very young audience (similar to CBeebies). 


As with other CSC channels, on-screen presenters are rarely used: programmes are 
introduced either by caption and voiceover alone, or through animated characters. For a 
time during the mid-2000s (decade), a group of animated monkeys, known as 

the Cheeky Monkeys, would talk about cartoons, read out jokes from viewers and show 
artwork; from the end of June 2009, they were replaced with 3 new hosts, Molly, Leo 
and Pip (who are also monkeys). 


Tiny Pop initially broadcast on satellite TV - Sky (now channel 617) from the channel's 
launch, and Freesat (channel 605) from the launch of the platform in 2008. 


On 11 October 2007, Tiny Pop was launched on Virgin Media, along with its sister 
channel Pop. Pop was removed in 2011, but was brought back on 25 August 2016. The 
station has also been made available over other cable systems. 


On 14 July 2016, Tiny Pop +1 was temporarily replaced by Pop Max. The channel aired 
back-to-back episodes of a show from POP. Tiny Pop +1 returned on 1 December 2016. 
The channel ran a second time from 9 February 2017 to 25 April 2017. 


On 3 September 2018, Tiny Pop unveiled a new logo after 9 years in use. 


Programming[edit] 


e Care Bears: Unlock the Magic! 
e Cookie Monster's Foodie Truck 
e The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That!®! 
e Dot. 
e The Doozers” 
e Lilybuds® 
e  Miffy's Adventures Big and Small ™ 
e Molang™ 
e Masha and the Bear! 
o Masha's Tales™ 
e My Little Pony: Friendship Is Magic?! 
e The Ollie & Moon Show 4 
e  Pajanimals(2017-present)!9! 
e Peg + Cat 
e PJ] Masks (2017-present)22 
e Ranger Rob" 


e Super Wings 4 
e Splash and Bubbles® 


e Trucktown®8 

e Trulli Tales"! 

e WellieWishers®® 
e Yeti Tales» 

e Zafari” 


Programming segments[edit] 


e Tiny Pop Pets - Tiny Pop Pets was a segment of programs with animals. The 
segment was discontinued after the channel’s rebrand,23 


Freeview[edit] 


On 23 October 2014, Tiny Pop was launched on Freeview, running daily from 3 pm to 

7 pm in a slot timeshared with the Community Channel. On 7 January 2015, Tiny Pop 
was launched fully on DTT and as from 15 March 2017, is now broadcast 24 hours a day 
on Freeview. Round-the-clock service continues on satellite and cable. 


Prior to January 2015, the channel had broadcast billed programmes from 0600 to 2230, 
teleshopping content from 2230 to 0130, and a 'Through the Night' programming block 
from 0130 to 0600. From 1 January 2015, the schedule changed to run billed content 
from 0600 to 0000, with ‘Through the Night' for the remaining six hours, with the 
teleshopping block dropped; sister channel POP had also removed its prior teleshopping 
block ahead of its move onto Freeview. Also sister channel Pop shown Tiny Pop 
programmes on their channel, until February 2015. 


On 15 March 2017, Tiny Pop changed its service on Freeview, moving to the Local 
Television multiplexes across the UK, meaning that the channel is only available on 
Freeview where a local television service (e.g. Made in Cardiff) is broadcast.24 
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e Official website 


History[edit] 


In May 2014, Turner Broadcasting System announced that they would launch TruTV, a 
separate British version of the US channel of the same name. On 13 June 2014, TruTV 
launched a placeholder on Freeview channel 68. On 24 July 2014, the TruTV placeholder 
launched on Sky channel 565. 


TruTVI[edit] 


On 4 August 2014, TruTV was launched.2 


In mid-December 2016, the then current owners Turner threatened to close down the 
channel if a last-minute funding deal could not be agreed. It cited the fact that the 
channel had failed to consolidated an audience, even with some of its biggest shows 
like America’s Got Talent. Original commissions were a part of the channel's early plans 
to build upon US shows. lan McDonough, senior vice-president and managing director of 
Northern Europe at Turner Broadcasting said in February 2015: “We want to move quite 
quickly with this channel, so | don’t think we'll wait too long. By year two, we want to 
start looking at UK commissions.” Due to the lack of audience, this never came about. 


On 16 February 2017, Sony Pictures Television acquired the channel from Turner. The 
channel continued to license its name and logo from its previous parent, which will still 
represent ad sales for the channel. 


In early 2019, the Freeview broadcast area of truTV was reduced to Greater Manchester 
only, via the legacy GMAN multiplex, with Sony Crime Channel moving to the Comux 
slot, and True Entertainment moving from its original allocation (which was unavailable 
in Wales) to the prior Sony Crime berth (truTV's pre-2018 position). 


The Turner-owned truTV name in the UK was closed on 12 February 2019 and was 
replaced by True Crime.“ 


Local-TV simulcasts| edit] 


On 25 May 2017, TruTV began broadcasting on Freeview in two daily programming 
blocks on the Made Television network of channels, as part of a programming supply 
agreement. The eight stations in 

the Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Leeds, Liverpool, Middlesbrough, Mold and Tyne and 
Wear areas simulcast TruTV every day from 13.00 to 17.00 and 21.00 to 01.00 (20.00 - 
24.00 on Tuesdays to accommodate America's Got Talent). = This, however, has since 
been replaced by a supply agreement with CBS Reality in November 2017.4 


Programming[edit] 


Most of TruTV's programming originally aired in the USA. Programming ranges from 
TruTV programming, such as /, Detective and Bait Carto factual reality programming 
such as Hardcore Pawn and Container Wars, as well as programmes such as Fear 
Factor and Conan. 


Unlike its US counterpart which relaunched in October 2014 with a new focus on 
humour while retaining its reality format and a revamped logo, the British version never 


followed suit. In March 2015, it was announced that the channel would 
broadcast RuPaul's Drag Race. Season 4 started airing in June 2015.“ As a result, Conan 
was moved to the later time of 01.00, rather than airing in its original slot of 23.00. 


On 9 April 2015, TruTV began airing Branson Famous. 


On 9 June 2015, it was announced that TruTV would become the UK home of America's 
Got Talent, taking over from ITV2. It will start airing the tenth season later in the 
summer. 


In November and December 2016, TruTV began airing Adult Swim shows, such as Mr. 
Pickles, Robot Chicken and Rick and Morty, on Fridays from 23.00.29 


Programming[edit] 

e America's Got Talent (Season 10 onwards) ¢ Fatal Vows ° 
e Bait Car e Paranormal Survivor ° 
e Branson Famous e Masterminds ° 
e Body of Evidence e Fear Thy Neighbor ° 
e North Mission Road e A Stranger In My Home ° 
e Snapped e LA Forensics 

e The People's Court e Tattoo Rescue ° 
e Hot Bench e Bad Ink ha 
e Ink Master e Tattoo Nightmares 7 
e I/mpractical Jokers e Conan ° 
e Psychic Detectives e / Detective ° 
e Crime Stories e RuPaul's Drag Race 


IruTV +1[edit] 


On 28 August 2014, a placeholder channel for TruTV +1 launched on Freeview channel 
69. It launched on 5 October 2014. TruTV +1 launched on Sky channel 271 on 1 June 
2015. On 15 March 2017, TruTV +1 timeshares with TruTV to be broadcasting from 4am 
to 5am, The +1 service still broadcasts 24 hours a day on other platforms. On 6 
February 2018, TruTV +1 closed on Freeview to be replaced by Sony Crime Channel and 
its normal service will be on channel 60, with Sony Crime Channel +1 taking its old 
TruTV +1 channel slot on channel 69. Because of this, TruTV is now in local TV areas. 
On December 30, 2016, truTV+1 was temporarily removed from Sky 271, and 
relaunched on channel 186 on 27 June 2017. On 1 May 2018, TruTV+1 moved from Sky 
channel 186 to Sky channel 280. On 19 June 2018, TruTV+1 returned to Freeview on 
channel 92 in Manchester only service, but moved to channel 69 on 4 July 2018. On 7 
January 2019, TruTV was removed from the Freeview Local TV multiplex and became a 
Manchester only service, broadcast on the Greater Manchester Freeview multiplex 
alongside TruTV +1. 
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For the United States television production company, see Endemol, section: 
True_Entertainment/Truly Original 


True Entertainment 


RUE 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Launched 3 August 2009; 10 years ago 
Closed 10 September 2019 
Owned by True Channels 


(Sony Pictures Television) 


(CSC Media Group) 
Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 


Audience share 0.32% 


0.02% (+1) (August 2018, BARB) 


Replaced Showcase TV 


Replaced by Sony Channel 


Sister channel(s) True Drama 


True Movies 


Website www.truemovies.com 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 

Freeview Channel 48 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 142 


Channel 152 (+1) 


Sky Channel 157 
Channel 257 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11306 V 27500 5/6 

28.2°E 11306 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 
Cable 

Virgin Media Channel 189 


Channel 220 (+1) 


WightFibre Channel 36 


True Entertainment was a British free-to-air television channel that was launched on 
3 August 2009," replacing Showcase TV. The change was originally scheduled to 
happen on 1 July 2009, but a late change put the change "on hold until further notice".2! 
£1 Whilst the bulk of its current programming is movies, similar to sister channels True 
Movies 1 and True Movies 2, the channel aims to establish itself as a general 
entertainment channel. 


Its licence first appeared on the Ofcom website in January 2007 (initially named "Toon 
TV", this was changed to "AnimeCentral" in June 2007, to "True Entertainment" in June 


2008, and to "Showcase TV" on 26 August 2008. It then changed back to "True 
Entertainment" on 10 June 2009. Its logo is the same as the True Movies 1 and True 
Movies 2. 


On 5 July 2010, True Entertainment was launched on Freesat. On 1 March 2011, True 
Entertainment launched on Virgin Media. True Entertainment was launched 

on Freeview channel 61, with the exception of transmitters in Wales, on 6 August 2013. 
It was accompanied by a refreshed schedule to take into account the new Freeview 
viewers. A temporary duplicate launched on channel 126 on Virgin Media at midnight 
on 22 July 2018, a slot previously vacated by Alibi prior to the UKTV channels' removals, 
until the network was restored on 11 August 2018. 


True Entertainment +1, a one-hour timeshift channel, was launched on 25 February 
2013. The channel was replaced by True Drama on 4 June 2013.4 The channel 
relaunched on 3 April 2014, replacing BuzMuzik, which closed due to CSC bringing Starz 
TV to their list. It closed again on 17 August 2015, with its slot being bought by the 
Information TV group for Showcase, which moved from channel 192, as its slot was 
bought by BT Group for their AMC from BT channel. On 30 September 2016, it returned, 
replacing True Drama. The channel was launched on Virgin Media on 21 July 2018. 


On 24 July 2019, it was announced that the channel would be closed and will be 
replaced by the relaunch of Sony Channel from 10 September 2019.21 


The last programme to air on True Entertainment before it became Sony Channel 
was Highway To Heaven. 


Former Programming[edit] 


e Born and Bred 

e Chicago Hope 

e Due South 

e Gunsmoke 

e Hamish Macbeth 

e Happy Days 

e Highway to Heaven 

e Little House on the Prairie 
e Ironside 

e M*A*S*H 

e Murder, She Wrote 

e Napoleon and Josephine 
e The New Avengers 

e Pearl 

e The Persuaders 

e Planet ofthe Apes 

e Providence 

e The Prisoner 


e Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) 


e Road to Avonlea 


e Roots 
e Taggart 


e Tenko 


e Touched by an Angel 
e The Vice 
e The Waltons 
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True Movies 


TRUE 


Launched 29 April 2005; 14 years ago 
Closed 10 September 2019; 3 months 
ago 

Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


(CSC Media Group) 


Audience share 0.27% 


0.07% (+1) 


Formerly called 


Replaced 


Replaced by 


Sister channel(s) 


(August 2018, BARB) 


Movies 333 (Early 2005) 
True Movies 1 (2010-16) 


TWC Reloaded 


Sony Movies Classic 


True Movies 2 


True Entertainment 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Freeview (Manchester 


only) 


Freesat 


Astra 2F 
28.2°E 


DStv 


Virgin Media 


Terrestrial 


Channel 50 
Channel 62 (+1) 


Satellite 


Channel 303 
Channel 304 (+1) 


Channel 319 
Channel 320 (+1) 


11306 V 27500 5/6 
11306 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Channel 138 


Cable 


Channel 424 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 329 


WightFibre Channel 32 


True Movies was a British free-to-air television channel. It was also distributed in Africa 
on DStv. It is the first channel from Moving Movies Ltd., majority-owned by CSC Media 
Group (formerly Chart Show Channels). 


The channel was dedicated to true-to-life drama films, mostly made for TV. It showed 
films from a range of cinematic genres including romance, crime, drama and 
docusoaps, mostly based on real-life events. 


History[edit] 


Prior to True Movies' launch on 29 April 2005,“ the channel was previously an unnamed 
part-time service found on TWC Re:Loaded from 1 March 2005,2 before being renamed 
as Movies 333 on 21 March 2005. 


Soon after its launch, True Movies topped all the film channels in August 2005, with a 
0.5% audience viewing share, higher than the established subscription Sky Movies 

1 (0.4%) and Turner Classic Movies (0.3%). With the arrival of other film channels and 
services in 2006, its audience share dropped to between 0.1% to 0.2%. 


True Movies' sister channel, True Movies 2, was launched on 20 March 2006, with 
similar programming. The channel was renamed True Movies 1 from November 2010, 
but after the closure of True Movies 2 in 2016 it was renamed back to True Movies. 


On 6 September 2011 the channel was made available on UPC Ireland. 


From 2013 the channel temporarily rebranded to True Christmas, from late September 
to early January - during which time it would only show Christmas films. 


On 26 October 2015 the channel was made available on Freeview in areas that support 
local TV. Now only broadcasting between 9 pm and 5 am although it might have 
different times on various local multiplexes around the country. For example - in London 
(on 24 January 2018) it showed as 1 pm to 7 am in the EPG and was off-air (as predicted 
by the EPG) at 12 noon. On 19 October 2017, True Movies is now in all platforms on 
Freeview channel 62, moving from Local TV to COM6 however the channel was known 
as True Christmas by this time, but on 4 April, True Movies began to broadcast 24 hours 
a day and full time on Freeview. On 27 June 2019 True Movies moved to Freeview 
channel 50, and its +1 service moved to its old spot on Freeview channel 62. 


On 24 July 2019, it was announced that the channel would be closed and will be 
replaced by Sony Movies Classic from January 2020, which will take into effect after the 
temporary seasonal replacement Sony Movies Christmas on 10 September 201914151 


Programming[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 

help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 

and removed. 

Find sources: "True 


Movies" - news * newspapers « books = scholar « JSTOR (October 
2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


An example of some of the films shown on True Movies: 


e Assault at West Point 

e Before Women Had Wings 
e Deep in My Heart 

e Fatal Love 

e First Do No Harm 

e Invisible Child 

e Noble House 

e Our Sons 

e Perfect Murder, Perfect Town 
e Saved by the Light 

e Sudie and Simpson 

e The Amy Fisher Story 


e The Day of the Roses 
e Without Evidence 


References[edit] 


m 


"New name for Movies 333". Digital Spy. 25 April 2005. 

"TWC Reloaded becomes Movies 333". Digital Spy. 21 March 2005. 

"99pc of UPC broadband customers to upgrade to 20Mbps". Silicon Republic. 20 July 
2011. 

4. ^ "Sony Pictures Television Revamps Entertainment Portfolio And Launches UK's First 
Free-To-Air Movie Network". Sky Media. 24 July 2019. 

5. ^ "Sony to launch free-to-air Christmas pop-up channel". Digital TV Europe. 23 August 
2019. Retrieved 1 September 2019. 


N 
1> >> 


True Movies 2 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


True Movies 2 


TRY 


MOVIES 


Launched 20 March 2006 


Closed 30 September 2016 


Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


(CSC Media Group) 


Audience share 0.04% (September 2015, BARB) 


Replaced by True Movies+1 


Sister channel(s) True Movies 


Website www.truemovies.com 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Freesat Channel 303 
Sky Channel 322 
Eutelsat 28A 11307 V 27500 2/3 


True Movies 2 was a British free-to-air television channel that was owned by Moving 

Movies Ltd., majority owned by CSC Media Group (formerly Chart Show Channels). It 
was launched on 20 March 2006 and was a sister channel from True Movies which was 
launched on 29 April 2005. True Movies 2 initially broadcast for two hours in the early 

morning, from 4am to 6am by timesharing with Pop, a children's cartoon channel. The 
service was later extended to 24 hours a day. 


True Movies 2 was aimed especially at a female audience with its movies dedicated to 
true life dramas, which are mostly made-for-TV movies. 


Reception of the channel did not require any special Sky or Freesat equipment nor 
subscription, any free to air receiver can pick up the channel. The channel was 
temporarily rebranded from 19 May to 2 June 2014 as True Murder. From 30 September 
2016, the channel was replaced by True Movies +1. 
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True Crime 


TRUE 


Launched 22 March 2016; 3 years ago (Original) 
12 February 2019; 9 months 
ago (Relaunch) 
Closed 15 November 2018; 12 months 
ago (Original) 
1 July 2019; 5 months ago (Relaunch) 
Owned by Sony Pictures Television 
Country United Kingdom 
Broadcast United Kingdom 
area Ireland 
Formerly Sony Crime Channel 2 (2018) 
called 
Replaced TruTV 
Timeshift True Crime +1 
service 


True Crime was a British free-to-air television channel owned by Sony Pictures 
Television that originally launched on 22 March 2016, it was renamed as Sony Crime 
Channel 2 on 6 February 2018.“ The channel abruptly closed on 15 November 2018, 
along with sister channel Scuzz. 


True Crime was relaunched on 12 February 2019, replacing TruTV, but then abruptly 
shut down again on 1 July 2019.2 


Logo historyledit] 
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True Drama 


TRUE 


DRAMA 


Launched 4 June 2013 
Closed 30 September 2016 
Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


(CSC Media Group) 


Picture format 4:3 576i (SDTV) 


Audience share 0.03% (September 2015, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Replaced True Entertainment +1 


Replaced by True Entertainment +1 


Sister channel(s) True Movies 


True Entertainment 


Availability at time of closure 


Satellite 
Freesat Channel 153 
Sky Channel 183 
Eutelsat 28A 11307 V 27500 2/3 


True Drama was a television channel in the United Kingdom and Ireland, broadcasting 
drama programming as part of the CSC Media Group's True brand of channels. True 
Drama was originally scheduled to launch on 24 April 2013, but the launch was delayed 
until 4 June 2013," when it replaced True Entertainment +1 on Sky channel 237.2 It 
moved to channel 183 there on 17 June 2013, swapping places with AIT International. It 
launched on Freesat on 21 July 2014 along with Tiny Pop +1, 

replacing Flava and Bliss on the platform. 


The channel was mainly focused on classic American drama series and made-for- 
television films.= It closed on 30 September 2016 and was replaced by True 
Entertainment +1. 
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Bliss 
f 
Launched 2 March 2006 
Closed 27 November 2015 
Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


Picture format PAL (576i, 16:9/Pillarbox) 


Audience share 0.01% (September 2015, BARB) 


Replaced The Amp 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 376 
Eutelsat 28A 11307 V 27500 2/3 
Cable 


WightFibre Channel 99 


Bliss was a British music television channel owned and operated by CSC Media Group 
(formerly Chart Show Channels). 


History[edit] 


Bliss first logo (2006-2008) 


It launched in March 2006 and was advertised as Total Chill-out Classics. The channel 
played classic pop songs and music from the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s, along with hours 
dedicated to love songs and power ballads. Everyday for three hours at 9am and 7pm, 
there was a weekly themed slot, such as Blissful Divas, music from female artists, or 
Bliss at The Movies, music from films. These themed slots changed every Monday. 


Throughout the year the channel had days dedicated to boy bands, love songs and 
other types of music depending on dates such as Valentines Day. The channel also 
shows some newer music videos which fit in with its chill-out theme. 


For the channel's original on-screen look, the Bliss logo was a gold colour with a shine 
moving across it every few seconds. The logo was placed in the bottom left-hand corner 
during music videos and the song information was shown in a gold coloured bar at the 
start and near the end of each music video. The channel's identity was also seen before 
and after advert breaks when the Bliss logo slowly came out of an opening flower. 


During 2008, Bliss received a new look, with its logo changing to plain white lettering 
with 'BLISS' in capitals. The song information now appears in a cloud type graphic which 
forms in the middle of the screen. As of May 2010, the song information appeared at the 
bottom of the screen. The logo is also seen before and after advert breaks when a 
growing flower or flying butterfly goes across the screen, revealing the Bliss logo behind 
it. 

The channel replaced another music channel called The Amp because it failed to reach 
a wide enough audience. 


Bliss was available 24 hours a day on Sky channel 376 and was part of a bouquet of 
music channels owned by CSC Media. 


On 12 May 2008, a +1 timeshift channel called Bliss +1 was launched. It was available 
24 hours a day on Sky channel 363. On 2 June 2008, Bliss +1 was closed to make way 
for a 24-hour stream for AnimeCentral, a channel also owned by CSC Media Group. This 
allowed Pop Girl, which used to time-share with AnimeCentral, to extend its hours to 24 
hours a day. 


On 3 March 2008, the Bliss website was launched. The website included TV listings, 
music videos, news, competitions and an online community area. Several programmes 
on Bliss made use of the website, for example welovebliss.com was a programme which 
played the most requested songs, as voted for on the Bliss website. Throughout 
November and December, Bliss became "Blissmas" and was a Christmas music channel 
and it played mostly Christmas music 24/7. 


On 1 February 2011, Bliss launched on the free-to-air satellite platform Freesat on 
channel 517. It moved to channel 506 on 13 September 2012. It was removed along 
with Flava on 21 July 2014. 


Bliss was axed on 27 November 2015 after nine years, while in the middle of its annual 
run as Blissmas. From 2018 onwards, Christmas music will move to its sister music 
channel Chart Show Hits (called Chart Show Dance at time of closure). 


Bliss removals[edit] 


On 6 November 2007, Bliss along with sister music channels Scuzz and Flaunt, were 
removed from Virgin Media's ex-NTL platform as a deal with Chart Show Channels could 
not be made to make the channels available on the ex-Telewest platform as well. For 
this reason, the channels were dropped. 


Programming[edit] 
Normal programming[edit] 


e 21st Century Bliss - The newest blissful songs. 

e Best of Bliss - A selection of songs from all over the world. 

e Best Top 20 Acts of The 80's - Top 20 artists and groups from the 1980s. 

e Bliss Country - New and classic country music. 

e Blissful 80's - Classic songs from the 1980s. 

e Blissful 90's - Feel good music videos from the 1990s. 

e Bliss Loves... - A mix of feel good classic tracks and new songs. 

e Bliss Loves the 80's - Hits from the 1980s. 

e Bliss Loves the 90's - Music videos from the 1990s. 

e Bliss On Demand - The most requested music videos from the Bliss website. 
e Bliss Rocks - The biggest power ballads of all time. 

e Breakfast Bliss - Selection of hits from the 80's and 90's. 

e Forbidden Love - The best blissful music. 

e Here Come The Boys! - The best music from classic boybands and solo artists. 
e Here Come The Girls! - Great music from the best female artists and bands. 
e Late Night Love - A selection of slow romantic love songs. 

e Love in the Afternoon - Great love songs from the biggest artists. 

e Love is all Around - The best love songs of all time. 

e Morning Bliss - Classic songs from the last 20 years. 

e My Idea of Bliss - A collection of songs selected by different artists. 

e Sheer Bliss - Selection of hits from the last two decades. 

e The Greatest Love of All - Romantic love songs. 

e The Power of Love - Selection of love songs. 

e Under the Covers - The smoothest classic tracks. 

e welovebliss.com - The most requested songs from the Bliss TV website. 


e Best of British - A collection of classic songs from UK artists. 

e Bliss at The Movies - Selections from movie soundtracks. 

e Bliss Heartthrobs - Songs from popular male artists. 

e Blissful Boybands - Hits by popular boybands. 

e Blissful Breaks - Well known music that has been used in adverts. 

e Blissful Divas - Songs by popular female artists. 

e Blissful Megastars - Classic songs from some of the biggest artists. 

e Blissful Weepies - A selection of classic songs. 

e Heroes and Heroines - A selection of music from the greatest artists and bands. 
e Summer of Love - A selection of love songs for the summer. 

e Top 100 Blissful Weepies - A countdown of the top 100 saddest songs. 

e Wizards From Oz! - The best classic music from Australian artists and groups. 


Christmas Programming (Blissmas) [edit] 


e Christmas on Bliss usually started in the first fortnight of November 
between 10 and 20 November with the exceptions of two years when it 
started on the 6th then 1 November. Bliss always changed the 
programming completely, including changing their title from Bliss to 
Blissmas. 

e Christmas Bliss 

e Merry Blissmas 

e The Greatest Xmas Of All 

e Christmas No. 1's 

e 70's Xmas Party 

e 80's Xmas Party 

e 90's Xmas Party 

e 00's Xmas Party 

e Andy Abraham's Top 50 Christmas crackers 

e Paloma Faith's top 20 Christmas Party 

e Christmas Belles 

e Guess The Year Christmas Special 

e Jason Donovan's Christmas.... 

e Greatest 70's Xmas Hits 

e Greatest 80's Xmas Hits 

e Greatest 90's Xmas Hits 
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Flava 


Launched 12 July 2004 
Closed 1 November 2017 
Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Audience 0.01% (April 2017, BARB) 
share 
Formerly B4 (2004-08) 
called 
Sister Chart Show Hits 
channel(s) Chart Show TV 
Movies4Men 
Pop 
Pop Max 
Scuzz 


Sony Channel 


Sony Movie Channel 
Starz TV 

Tiny Pop 

IrUTV 


True Entertainment 


True Movies 


The Vault 


Website www.essentialflava.com (no longer 


active) 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 374 
Astra 2G 11082 H 22000 5/6 
Cable 


WightFibre Channel 96 


Flava was a British hip-hop music television channel owned and operated by Sony 
Pictures Television. 


It was launched in June 2004 and was formerly called B4 TV, a previous pre-launch 
music channel from CSC Media Group. Flava broadcast for 24 hours a day and 

played Hip Hop, Urban and R&B music from the late 1970s to the 2010s. It also 
occasionally showed films and original programming (#PLAY). The channel advertised 
itself as 100% Old Skool Hip-Hop/R&B 24/7. 


History[edit] 
B4[edit] 


Flava launched on 12 July 2004 and started off as a pre-released Pop and Dance 
channel under the name of "B4". The channel used to play the latest pre release music 
videos from the notable artists and groups. It also had hours dedicated to playing 


requested music. The channel had advertised itself as both 'B4 It's A Hit' and 'B4 
Everyone Else'. 


The B4 logo was on screen in the bottom left-hand corner during music videos and the 
song information is shown in a white coloured bar at the start and near the end of each 
music video. The channels' identity was also seen before and after advert breaks when 
the B4 logo forms on screen in a white box shape on an orange background. 


B4 was available 24 hours a day on Sky channel 357 and was part of several music 
channels owned by CSC Media Group. 


B4 also produced an early morning music video programme broadcast from 2004 on 
weekdays on Channel 4 at 7 am. It was normally broadcast as part of Channel 4's 
breakfast programming following children's programme The Hoobs and preceding a 
number of comedy programmes normally imported from America. Produced by the firm 
behind ITV's The Chart Show, the show featured around seven new upfront videos each 
day that were going to be released in the United Kingdom in the near future, normally 
within the next month. 


Rebrand to Flava[edit] 


The B4 rebrand to Flava first came to light when the Ofcom licence for B4 was removed 
and replaced by one under the name of Flava, this also reflected the EPG references of 
the term "Flava" being used to describe the programmes being shown, in late 
February/early March 2008. On 26 March 2008, B4 was rebranded to an all-urban music 
channel Flava. 


On 29 September 2009, Flava launched on Freesat channel 502, replacing Scuzz on the 
platform. 


On 26 November 2012, Flava changed its logo. On 5 June 2013, Flava swapped 
positions with Scuzz on Sky. The channel moved from channel 367 to 374, while Scuzz 
moved from 374 to 367 (to sit next to Kerrang!). 


On 21 July 2014, Flava, along with Bliss were removed from Freesat. 


On 23 April 2017, Flava introduced a brand new logo, changed their programme 
graphics from blue to black (red in some programmes and yellow in "Remember The 
Year"), as well as later rebranding themselves to be a 100% Old Skool Hip Hop and RnB 
channel on 2 May 2017. 


Closure[edit] 


On 1 November 2017, Flava abruptly ceased broadcasting and closed down after 9 
years on air (13 including B4). The last video played on Flava was Juicy by The Notorious 
B.I.G. before the channel crashed and closed down 50 seconds into the video. 


Flava ceased broadcasting at 11:15 on 1 November 2017 without warning, with "Juicy" 
by The Notorious B.I.G. the final music video to be played on the channel, Flava abruptly 
crashed and went blank in the middle of the video. The channel was then closed down 
and removed from the EPG abruptly and shortly after. The last video played in full was 
"In Da Club" by 50 Cent. 


The programming segment #PLAY was moved to Chartshow Hits (owned by the same 
company), but with a focus on recent chart/pop hits and music from Chart Show TV (due 
to being moved from Flava to Chartshow Hits.) 


Programming[edit] 


e 99 Problems: Rap Anthems - We've got 99 rap anthems for you right now, so 
keep it Flava for Old Skool Eminem, Jay Z, Dr Dre, Snoop, 2Pac & more. 

e A-Z of Hip Hop - The ultimate countdown of the best Hip-Hop videos from artists A- 
Z. 

e Bass Believers - A collection of the best drum 'n' base tunes. 

e Big Tunes Fo' Shizzle - Non stop variety of Hip Hop Music 

e Block Rockin Beatz - A mix of big urban tunes. 

e Brand New! This Weeks Hottest - Brand new music, and the biggest new hip-hop 
and R&B music. 

e Breakfast Beats - Non-stop hip hop, rnb & drum 'n' bass music. 

e Britain's Next Urban Superstar with Jordan Kensington - The nationwide 
talent search ran by Jordan Kensington. 

e Charlie Sloth's Old Skool Takeover - BBC Radio 1Xtra presenter Charlie 
Sloth chooses his selection of old skool hip hop music. 

e Dope Morning Beats - The latest urban music on a morning. 

e Double Up - Back to back videos from the best urban artists around. 

e Drum 'n' Bass - A mix of the finest drum 'n' base music. 

e First for Flava - A collection of the newest urban music videos. 

e Flava at the Flicks - The best hip-hop music from movies 

e Freshest Beats - The latest urban music. 

e Garage Anthems - The best in new and classic garage tunes. 

e Godfathers of Hip Hop - The best music from male urban artists. 

e Hip Hop Download Chart - A countdown of the weeks most downloaded Hip-Hop 
tracks. 

e Hip Hop Number Ones - A collection of Hip-Hop number ones from recent years. 

e Hip Hop Vs Garage - A mash up of Hip-Hop and garage music. 

e Hip Hop Xplosion - A mix of the biggest Hip-Hop music. 

e In The Mix - The biggest urban, hip-hop, pop and R&B tunes, in the mix! 

e In The Mix: 90s Hip-Hop Anthems - Rap classics from the 90s, in the mix. 

e Masters of Hip Hop - Music from the founders of Hip-Hop. 

e Morning Rewind - Hip Hop from the 80s, 90s & 00s on a morning. 

e Non Stop Flava - Non-stop R&B and Hip-Hop music. 

e Official Flava Urban Chart - Get your daily fix of the hottest RnB, Hip Hop, grime 
and dance tracks in our massive Top 20 countdown. 

e Party Flava - Classic urban party tunes. 

e #PLAY - Interactive twitter block 

e #PLAY: Eminem and Friends - A special edition of #PLAY reserved for songs by 
Eminem and his collaborators. 

e #PLAY: Movie Soundtracks - A special edition of #PLAY featuring hip-hop music 
from movies. 

e R&B Download Chart - A countdown of the most downloaded R&B songs each 
week. 

e R&B Singles Chart - Countdown of the weeks' top R&B music. 

e Scratch Masters - Back to back scratch tunes from the experts. 

e Something for da Honeyz - The best music from male RnB/Hip-Hop artists. 

e Straight Outta Old Skool - Hip Hop from the 80s, 90s & 00s 


e The Jump Off - A collection of Hip-Hop music with the loudest beats. 

e Top 10 Biggest Tracks Now - The latest top 10 hottest urban tunes. 

e Top 20 Bad Boyz of Hip Hop - Countdown of the best male artists in Hip-Hop. 
e Top 20 Buff Boys - We unleash 20 of the buffest boys in hip hop music! 

e Turn Up The Flava - A collection of the best R&B music from the last two years. 
e Urban Beats - The best new and classic R&B and Hip-Hop music. 

e Urban Cutz - The latest R&B and Hip-Hop music. 

e Wake Up wit Flava - A mix of the latest new music. 

e Westwood TV - Interviews with artists from the hip hop scene 

e xXx: State of the Union - See more. 


B4 programming[edit] 


e B4 Breakers - A countdown of the top ten most selected videos. 

e B4 Breakfast - An energetic mix of the latest pre-release songs. 

e B4 Dawn - Music from new artists and groups. 

e B4 Hits - A selection of the newest music. 

e B4 Loves... - An hour dedicated to the life and music of one artist or group. 

e B4's Big Ones - A mix of the biggest and best hits. 

e B4's Hot Hits - All the latest and most requested music videos. 

e B4's Lovin' - The most requested new music. 

e B4's Most Selected - The top ten most requested music videos. 

e Brand New - All the biggest and newest music videos. 

e First on Friday - All the latest music videos every Friday. 

e Fresh New Tracks - A showcase of brand new music videos. 

e Most Requested - Songs most requested by the viewers. 

e Out Tomorrow - Brand new music that's released tomorrow. 

e Today's Most Selected - An hour of music videos selected by viewers. 

e Top 5 - Five non interrupted songs from an artist or group. 

e Top Ten Bands to See This Week - A countdown of the top ten best bands to see 
in concert. 

e Videos to Cure a Hangover - A mix of the best non-stop music. 

e Wake Up with B4 - A selection of fresh new music videos. 


External links[edit] 


e Flava - Official site 


e CSC Media Group 
e Official myspace 


More Than Movies 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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Not to be confused with Men & Motors. 


"“Men&Movies" redirects here. It is not to be confused with Movies4Men. 


More Than Movies 


more>movies 


Launched 4 October 2010 
Closed 22 March 2016 
Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


Audience share More Than Movies/Movie Mix: 
0.33% 
0.03% (+1) (September 2015, BARB) 


Formerly called Men&Movies (2010-13) 


Replaced by True Crime 
Timeshift More Than Movies +1 
service 


Availability at time of closure 


Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 32 (named as Movie Mix) 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 143 


Channel 156 (+1) 


Sky Channel 185 
Channel 186 (+1) 


More Than Movies (styled as more>movies) was a satellite television channel in 
the United Kingdom and Ireland, available on Sky and as a free-to-air service 


on Freesat. It launched on 4 October 2010 as Men&Movies,” and was the first Freesat 
exclusive TV channel until it joined the Sky EPG on 4 April 2011.4 Between November 
2011 and January 2012, Men&Movies was also available on Freeview in Manchester. 


The channel was aimed at the middle to old aged male viewer, with its programming 
orientated around war documentaries, classic TV series and the war film genre. More 
Than Movies joined its sister channel, Movies4Men which transmits other cinematic 
genres. 


On 2 April 2012, Men&Movies +1 was launched. 


On 10 January 2013, Men&Movies was rebranded as More Than Movies, with a shift 
towards airing films and programmes from Sony's back catalogue.“ On 17 January 
2013, Movie Mix began to simulcast the full More Than Movies schedule on Freeview but 
retained its own Movie Mix branding. After the channel closed, Movie Mix began to 
broadcast its own programming again. 


Programmesiedit] 
e Baywatch 
e Cops 


e The Guardian 
e Storm Warning 


References[edit] 
1. ^ “Men & Movies launches on Freesat". Digital Spy. 4 October 2010. 
2. ^ "Men&Movies launching on Sky next week". Entertainment Interactive. 30 March 2011. 
3. ^ "First local Freeview carriage deal agreed". Digital Spy. 16 May 2011. 
4. ^ "Men&Movies to rebrand 10th January 2013". a516digital. 7 January 2013. 
5. ^ "MovieMix morphs again as channel aligned with More>Movies". a516digital. 17 
January 2013. 
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Not to be confused with Men&Movies. 


Movies4Men 


movies4men 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Audience share 


Replaced 


Replaced by 


Timeshift 


service 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


Astra 2F 
28.2°E 


1 February 2006; 13 years ago 


10 September 2019; 3 months ago 


Sony Pictures Television 


0.36% 
0.03% (+1) (August 2018, BARB) 


Matinee Movies 


Sony Movies Action 


Movies4Men +1 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


Channel 40 


Satellite 


Channel 305 


Channel 323 
Channel 324 (+1) 


11306 V 27500 5/6 
11306 V 27500 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 426 


Movies4Men (stylized as movies4men) was a free-to-air film channel in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. It was available on Freeview, Freesat and Sky. The channel was 
aimed at the middle to old aged male viewer, with a look at the classics in cinema 
history, focusing mainly on western and war film genres. The channel closed on 10 
September 2019 and was replaced with Sony Movies Action. 


Availability and transmission historyledit] 


Between May 2011 and January 2012, Movies4Men was also available 

on Freeview in Greater Manchester,! Movies4Men +1 had also been made available 
from November 2011 but closed at the same time. On 19 September 2012, both 
channels returned to Freeview in the area, and launched nationwide on Freeview on 1 
April 2014. 


Dolphin Broadcast Services Ltd acquired the daytime matinee movies service from sit- 
up Ltd, which was re-branded as the 24-hour Movies4Men on 1 February 2006. On 19 
January 2012 Dolphin Broadcast Services Ltd was itself purchased by Sony Pictures 
Television and merged into Sony Pictures Television’s existing UK networks business. 
21 Sony Pictures Television also took a majority stake in Dolphin’s advertising sales 
business. 


Movies4Men was joined by its sister channel Movies4Men 2 on 9 October 2006, which 
transmitted other types of cinematic genres until it closed on 2 May 2012. As of 
September 2008, the channels transmit films in 16:9 widescreen where available. 


On 25 February 2008, Movies4Men +1 launched on Sky 326 as a timeshift channel, 
showing all Movies4Men films one hour later. 


On 24 July 2019, it was announced that the channel would be closed and will be 
replaced by Sony Movies Action from 10 September 2019 Llltettersource needed 


Film screeningsiedit] 


The channel screened mainly western, war and action films, but also film noir. Most of 
the films were from the Golden Hollywood and New Hollywood era. It often screened 
films together during one day, morning or evening as part of a theme, of which included 
the theme and the "4Men" in the title, such as "Westerns4Men" or "War4Men", mostly 
commonly.“ The channel also occasionally screened successive films from a typically 
masculine actor, such as Dolph Lundgren or Robert Mitchum. On 27 February 2017 the 
channel featured a "Mitchum on Monday" theme, screening film noir films of his such 

as Build My Gallows High (Out of the Past) (1947), The Racket (1951), The Locket (1946) 
and Second Chance (1953) in the morning. Other examples of films shown on the 
channel include A.W.O.L., A Bullet for the General, Django, Gregory's Girl, Saints and 
Soldiers, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, Shout at the Devil, The Bunker and Tunes of Glory. 


ReferencesS[edit] 


1. ^ “First local Freeview carriage deal agreed". Digital Spy. 16 May 2011. 
2. ^ "Sony dives in with Dolphin". C21Media. 19 January 2012. 


3. ^ "Sony Pictures Television Revamps Entertainment Portfolio And Launches UK's First 
Free-To-Air Movie Network". Sky Media. 24 July 2019. 

4. "Movies 4 Men UK - All Videos". Movies4Men. Retrieved 27 February 2017. 

5. ^ "Movies4Men". TV Guide. Retrieved 27 February 2017. 
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Movies4Men 2 


Launched 1 February 2006 
Closed 2 May 2012 
Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


Formerly called ACTIONMAX (9 October 2006) 


Replaced Bad Movies 


Timeshift service Movies4Men 2 +1 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 306 
Channel 307 (+1) 


Sky Channel 325 
Channel 326 (+1) 


Eutelsat 28A 11223V 27500 2/3 
11259V 27500 2/3 (+1) 


Cable 


Smallworld Cable Channel 326 


Streaming media 


TVCatchup Watch live (UK only) 
Watch live (+1) (UK only) 


Movies4Men 2 was a satellite television film channel in the United 

Kingdom and Ireland, available as a free-to-air service on Freesat, Sky and as in the 
basic package on Smallworld Cable. Prior to 9 October 2006, Movies4Men 2 was 
previously known as ACTIONMAX. Between November 2011 and January 2012, 
Movies4Men 2 and Movies4Men 2 +1 were also available on Freeview in Manchester, 


Different from Movies4Men, the channel was aimed at the young to middle aged male 
viewer, focusing mainly on action and thriller film genres. As of September 2008, the 
channels transmuted films in 16:9 widescreen where available. A timeshifted version of 
the channel, Movies4Men 2 +1, launched on Sky 326 on Monday 27 October 2008. 


The channel closed on 2 May 2012 ahead of the launch of Sony Movie Channel and Sony 
Movie Channel +1 the following day.” 


Examples of films seen on Movies4Men 2[edit] 


e Exit the Dragon, Enter the Tiger 
e Eye ofthe Tiger 

e Futuresport 

e Galaxina 

e Policewomen 

e Shadow Boxing 

e Snake in the Monkey's Shadow 
e The Thing from Another World 

e Tourist Trap 

e Trancers 


References[edit] 


1. ^ “First local Freeview carriage deal agreed". Digital Spy. 16 May 2011. 
2. ^ "Hi guys, for..." Facebook. 30 April 2012. 
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Pop Girl 


Launched 6 August 2007; 12 years ago 
Closed 1 October 2015; 4 years ago 
Owned by Sony Pictures Television 


Picture format 16:9/4:3, 576i (SDTV) 


Audience share 0.09% (September 2015, BARB) 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 
Satellite 
‘Freesat Channel 604 


Sky Channel 626 


Eutelsat 28A 11307 V 27500 2/3 


Pop Girl was a free-to-air children's television channel in the United Kingdom, owned 
by CSC Media Group (formerly Chart Show Channels), a company associated with the 
makers of The Chart Show, a television programme that had previously been 

on Channel 4 and ITV. As of June 2014, it broadcast cartoons, live action and pop music 
videos on Sky and Freesat. Its target audience was 7 to 12-year-old girls. 


Pop Girl originally broadcast from 6 am until 9 pm in order to share bandwidth with the 
now-defunct AnimeCentral, a general entertainment channel also owned and operated 
by CSC Media Group, which broadcast from 9pm until 6am. Subsequently Pop Girl's 
broadcast hours were extended to match those of Kix and it broadcast from 6am until 
11:30pm. This allowed the sharing arrangement with AnimeCentral to end, thus 
allowing the entertainment channel to broadcast 24 hours when it became Showcase 
TV (now 'Sony Channel’). The channel closed on 1 October 2015. 


Programming[edit] 


According to CSC Media, as of July 2014, Pop Girl's "defining programmes" were: 


e Sabrina, the Teenage Witch™ (now on The Vault) 

e Zoey 101" 

e Even Stevens! 

e Life with Derek! 

e Mortified! 

e Lizzie McGuire 

e Two ofa Kind! 

e Pop Party) 

The showreel on CSC Media's PopGirl page also included extracts from Really Me, Flight 
29 Down, and How to Be Indie. 


Little Miss Pop Girl[edit] 


Since 12 May 2008, a new block was made called "Little Miss Pop Girl", which sees a 
slight change to the channel's content between 9am and 12pm every weekday during 
the school term. The block was aimed at younger girls and shows cartoons such as Lazy 
Lucy or Pippi Longstocking, including some programmes which are more commonly 
seen on Tiny Pop. The logo for the block was the regular Pop Girl logo with the words 
‘Little Miss' Superimposed above. The block did not run at weekends or during school 
holidays. 


Pop Girl +1[edit] 


On 9 May 2008, the AGB Nielsen Media website announced that Pop Girl +1 would 
launch on Sky channel 629, on 9 June 2008.2! However, it was in fact launched a few 
days before that, on 4 June 2008, replacing CSC Media Group's first music time 
shift, Flaunt +1, after being on air just shy of four weeks. 


On 22 July 2013, Kix received a spin-off channel, Kix Power, which replaced Pop Girl +1. 
Bl 


Closure[edit] 


Pop Girl ceased to broadcast at 0600 on 1 October 2015. The broadcast capacity was 
immediately replaced with transmission of a revived Kix +1 timeshift channel, though 
during the course of the day the positions of the channel on the Sky and Freesat guides 
were altered (so as to move the channel below Kix in the lineup; Pop Girl had been 
ahead of Kix on both platforms.) 


It was indicated that some Pop Girl shows would move to other channels in the 
network: H20: Just Add Water was the first to do so, moving across to POP. 


Although Pop Girl ceased as a broadcast channel, the popgirl.tv website continued to 
exist, and continued offering programming, video clips, quizzes and games; a message 
on the site indicated that the website would later receive a relaunch as part of its 
migration to an online service.“ In addition, a PopGirl section of games, features and 
videos was made available on sister channel POP's website. It was later redirected to 
the Pop website. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jumpupto:=8edefahiik "Pop Girl". CSC Media Group. Archived from the original on 1 
July 2014. Retrieved 11 April 2017. 

2. ^ Pop Girl+1 launches on 9 June 

3. ^ "Channel Rebrand". Overnights.tv. 25 June 2013. Kix Power will start BARB reporting on 
22nd July, 2013. Pop Girl +1 will cease at the end of the broadcast day on 21 July 2013. 

4. ^ PopGirl website messagetremnent dead tink) 

5. ^ Pop Girl page at popfun.co.uk 


External links[edit] 


e Pop Girl Official Twitter 
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This article is about the television channel. For the Marvel Comics character, see DP 7. 


Scuzz 


Launched 17 April 2003 


Closed 15 November 2018 


Owned by Sony Pictures Television 
Picture 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 
format 
Audience 0.01% (August 2018, BARB) 
share 
Slogan We Play Rock Music 
Website www.scuzz.com Redirects to Twitter 
page 
Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 366 
Astra 2F 11307 V 27500 2/3 
Cable 


WightFibre Channel 54 


Scuzz was a British 24-hour rock and metal music television channel owned and 
operated by Sony Pictures Television. It launched on 17 April 2003 and went on to be 
the highest-rated rock TV station on satellite platform Sky which was available in over 
12 million homes® in the UK and Ireland. The channel closed on 15 November 2018. 


The channel broadcast mainstream rock, pop-punk, and metal, with unsigned and lesser 
known bands featuring in the late night show 'New Noise’. Scuzz tended to play a 
broader selection of music videos compared with the other British rock channels MTV 
Rocks and Kerrang! although K! and Scuzz did share quite a few songs. The channel was 
known to break many UK artists including Enter Shikari, Young Guns, You Me At 

Six, Bullet For My Valentine, Lower Than Atlantis and later Milk Teeth and Creeper. 
International bands were often first broadcast on Scuzz TV, the likes of Avenged 


Sevenfold, Sleeping With Sirens, Pierce The Veil, Letlive, All Time Low and Paramore all 
first appeared on UK TV on Scuzz. 


History[edit] 


The channel showed many exclusive music videos for their first time. Scuzz often played 
live concerts including Slipknot, Korn, Devildriver and 36 Crazyfists. Scuzz had band 
'Take-Overs' where artists presented music video shows, as well as interviews with 
artists such as Ozzy Osbourne, Deftones, Machine Head and Kiss to smaller bands that 
are deemed up and coming. 


They showed various interview shows including 'On Record', 'Scuzz Meets', 'The 
Lowdown' which centered around British rock festival 'Download Festival', and later a 
series called Access All Areas. Scuzz TV presenters included Terry 'Beez' Bezer, Sophie 
K, Daniel P Carter, Jon Mahon, and Matt Stocks. 


Scuzz had a presence at the majority of the UK, and some international rock festivals. 
Scuzz's festival partnerships at time of closure included: 


e Download Festival 

e Sonisphere 

e Bloodstock Open Air 

e Hevy Festival 

e Slam Dunk Festival 

e Vans Warped Tour USA 
e Vans Warped Tour UK 
e Mayhem Festival USA 
e Hellfest France 

e 2000 Trees Festival 


Scuzz was available 24 hours a day on Sky channel 366. It was owned by Sony Pictures 
Television. 


On Monday 17 November 2008, CSC Media Group launched a +1 timeshift of 

Scuzz, Scuzz +1. It was available 24 hours a day on Sky channel 375. This was CSC 
Media Group's third music timeshift, after launching Flaunt +1 and Bliss +1 earlier in 
the year, although both have since been closed down and replaced, with PopGirl +1 and 
allowing AnimeCentral to go 24 hours respectively. 


On Friday 21 November 2008, just four days after Scuzz +1 officially launched, it was 
closed down as the EPG slot had been bought by news channel NHK World TV. 


On Tuesday 29 September 2009, Scuzz was removed from Freesat channel 502 and 
replaced with sister channel Flava.” On 3 November 2010, NME TV was replaced with 
Scuzz on Freesat channel 503.4 On 15 July 2013, Scuzz was replaced by Chart Show 
Dance on Freesat channel 503. It returned to Freesat in August 2017, replacing Chart 
Show Hits just as they had replaced Scuzz four years earlier, but was removed along 
with Chart Show TV, Starz TV and Tiny Pop +1 on 31 July 2018. 


On 5 June 2013, Scuzz swapped positions with Flava on Sky. The channel moved from 
374 to 367 (to sit next to Kerrang!), while Flava moved from 367 to 374. 


The channel abruptly closed on 15 November 2018, along with sister channel Sony 
Crime Channel 2. The last video played on the channel was "Girl All the Bad Guys Want" 


by Bowling for Soup, until the channel crashed about a minute into the video, similar to 
what happened with Flava's closure a year prior. 


On-air music video blocks/shows (at time of closure)[edit] 


e Back2Back 

e Rock All Stars 

e New Noise 

e Antiques Rock Show 

e A**Kicking Metal 

e #Rockbox (interactive block) 
e Shredtime Stories 


Virgin Media removall[edit] 


On 6 November 2007, Scuzz along with Bliss and Flaunt, were removed from Virgin 
Media's ex-NTL platform as a deal with Chart Show Channels could not be made to 
make the channels available to their ex-Telewest platform. 


Animax Movie Nights[edit] 


On 15 March 2015, Scuzz launched Animax Movie Nights,® a block, provided by Sony 
Pictures Television under the Animax brand, that aired anime films streamed 

on SVOD in the UK and Ireland by the British version of Animax, which launched on 24 
October 2015, on Thursday nights. 


On-air identity[edit] 


Scuzz was given a new look and revamp on 1 April 2006. Replacing the old black and 
white logo and song titles to a blue, smokey look. After the revamp the channel had 
begun to air more special, dedicated shows, such as a live performance from 

the metalcore group Trivium, and a weekend devoted to Swedish melodic death 
metal band In Flames. 


As of at least 31 December 2007, Scuzz was once again revamped; being given a much 
more industrial style look. 


be [edt Vara. 


The original Scuzz logo (17 April 2003 - 1 April 2006) 


The second Scuzz logo (1 April 2006 - 31 December 2007) 


' SCUZZ 


The third Scuzz logo (1 January 2008 - 12 May 2011) 


 BCUZZ 


The fourth Scuzz logo (13 May 2011-1 July 2014) 


The fifth and final Scuzz logo (1 July 2014-15 November 2018) 
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External links[edit] 


e Scuzz- Official site 
e Scuzz's channel on YouTube 
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CSC Media Group 


Type Subsidiary 


Industry Multi-channel TV 


Predecessor Video Visuals 
Chart Show Channels 


Founded January 2006 

Headquarters London, England, United Kingdom 

Area served United Kingdom and Republic of 
Ireland 

Key people Remy Minute 

Owner Sony Entertainment (Sony) 

Number of (51) 

employees 

Parent Sony Pictures Television (Sony) 


CSC Media Group, formerly known as Chart Show Channels (CSC), is a British- 
Irish cable television broadcasting company. It is now a subsidiary of Sony Pictures 
Television. 


Background[edit] 


CSC Media Group was named after the now defunct UK music show The Chart Show, 
which ran on ITV and Channel 4 for twelve years. CSC evolved from the original Chart 
Show production company Video Visuals, to Chart Show Channels, which was then 
acquired in 2007 by private equity group Veronis Suhler Stevenson. 


They own sixteen channels, all of which are advertising funded and free to air (FTA). 
History[edit] 


Until May 2005, their only output was music television, with their three fully owned 
music channels Chart Show TV (now Trace Urban), The Vault (now Trace Vault), 


and B4 (later Flava), and two children's channels Pop (previously Toons & Tunes), 
and Tiny Pop (previously Pop Plus), which also both screened music videos along with 
cartoons. 


In 2006, British Sky Broadcasting sold their three music channels Bliss (previously The 
Amp), Scuzz, and Flaunt to CSC. Formerly encrypted, CSC made the channels FTA like 
the rest of their channels. 


In 2007, they launched five channels; two of which were timeshift channels: Pop_ 

+1 and Tiny Pop +1. The third channel was a new children's channel called Pop Girl, 
aimed at a young female audience. The fourth channel was AnimeCentral, which time- 
shares with Pop Girl, and shows animated series for an older audience; it was the first 
dedicated channel in the UK for anime broadcasting. The fifth was Minx, which was a 
spin-off music channel from the Minx slot shown on Chart Show TV. Minx was later 
replaced by NME TV, which is a dedicated indie music channel. 


In 2008, they rebranded B4 to Flava after showing a mix of R&B music for a few months 
prior to this in March. The channel also went 16:9 widescreen prior to the rebrand, to 
match the other CSC music channels. On Tuesday 6 May, they launched Flaunt +1, a 

1 hour timeshifted version of Flaunt. This was their first ever timeshifted music channel, 
and is also the second to launch in the UK, after MTV One +1 (now MTV +1) launched in 
February 2008, replacing MTV Flux. On Monday 12 May, six days after launching their 
first music timeshift, Bliss +1, their second music channel timeshift, was launched and 
their third music channel timeshift, Scuzz +1 launched in November 2008. It soon 
closed, and the satellite transponder space was then used by NHK World TV. On Monday 
19 May, they launched their fourth kids channel, replacing Pop +1. Kix! kit started at 
06:00 hours, showing a mixture of cartoons, extreme sports, as well as music, aimed for 
boys, similar to another kids channel, Jetix. Currently, it broadcasts from 06:00 to 23:30 
daily. Pop Girl +1, a 1 hour timeshifted version of Pop Girl launched on Wednesday 4 
June, replacing their first music channel timeshift, Flaunt +1, which had only been on air 
just short of four weeks. AnimeCentral has been replaced with Showcase TV on 27 
August 2008, which simulcasts a mixture of channels such as Pop Girl, Chart Show 

TV, True Movies 2, along with AnimeCentral programming block with repeats of Cowboy 
Bebop and Ghost in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex. 


CSC is the majority owner of Moving Movies Ltd.; with True Movies 1 being the first 
channel from the company, it launched on 8 April 2005, and was joined by True Movies 
2 in March 2006. Both channels showed mainly made-for-TV movies from a range of 
genres, all based on real life events and people. 


They were announced as being one of the channel providers providing DVB-H channels 
in a 16 channel trial of the technology in Oxford, Ictetionneedeì a system which would have 
carried Chart Show TV. 


CSC was one of the parties involved in bidding for a low-bandwidth, 18-hour-a-day 
stream on the UK's digital terrestrial television (DTT) system in November 2005.2 


Like The Box Plus Network and All Around the World Productions channels, all of CSC's 
music channels now broadcast 24 hours a day. 


In May 2012, CSC launched BuzMuzik, a new music television channel driven by mobile 
phone (text/mms) and social media. 


In February 2013, CSC launched True Entertainment +1, a one-hour timeshift of True 
Entertainment. It was replaced by True Drama on 4 June 2013. 


On 22 July 2013, Kix Power launched, replacing Pop Girl +1 on Sky. That was rebranded 
as Kix +1 on 1 October 2013, rebranded as Kix Power again on Christmas 2013 and 


Easter 2014; and was renamed Kix + on 22 April 2014. This timeshift was replaced with 
Pop +1 on 14 July 2014. 


In late 2013, CSC purchased Starz TV, which was a sole channel by Cloud Television One 
Limited, following the collapse of Mushroom TV and the sale of Mushroom's all other 
channels to All Around the World Productions. In April 2014, CSC closed BuzMuzik, and 
replaced it with a revival of True Entertainment +1. The channel also closed for CSC to 
broadcast Starz TV. 


On 26 June 2014, Sony Pictures Television, the company's TV programming and network 
unit, said it would buy CSC and its 16 channels for £107 million ($180 million). The 
deal was completed on 15 August 2014.4 


On 13 December 2018, their four remaining music channels were sold to the TRACE 
Group." 


List of channels owned by CSC Media Group[edit] 
Current[edit] 


channel launch 
name date 

Pop 2003/05/29 
Pop +1 2014/07/14 
Pop Max 2008/05/19 
Pop Max +1 2015/10/01 
Tiny Pop 2004/07/27 
Tiny Pop +1 2007 
Defunct[edit] 


Note: former channels in light red closed before the start of Sony's deal. 


channel launch close 
name date date 
2003/04/1 e replaced by Bliss 
2007/0901: aio replaced by Showcase TV 
2006/03/0 | 2015/11/2 
7 
Li serra allowed AnimeCentral to go 24 hours 


replaced with True Entertainment +1; the 
2012/05/3 | 2014/04/0 | channel also closed due to the CSC Media 
3 Group buying Starz TV which shows similar 

content to BuzMuzik 

ORI 2003/03 replaced by The Vault 

2012/01/0 i replaced by BuzMuzik 

2010/03/1 E replaced by Chart Show Dance 

SI "da replaced by Dance Nation TV 

2008/05/0 ies replaced by Pop Girl +1 


= 


ses 
name date date 
2 il 
replaced by NME TV 
aa replaced by Chart Show TV +1 
replaced by Kix (returned on 2014/07/14) 
Pop Girl replaced by Kix +1 
8 


replaced by Kix Power 
replaced by Tiny Pop 
7 5 
EPG slot sold to NHK World 


2008/08/2 | 2009/08/0 


7 3 replaced by True Entertainment 


True Crime 2016/03/2 | 2018/02/0 | replaced by Sony Crime Channel 2 


channel 
name 
True Crime 2016/03/2 | 2017/02/1 ay Ee A on e 
+1 2 5 RE 
e SR replaced by True Entertainment +1 


True 
Entertainmen RR paio replaced by Sony Channel 


2013/02/2 |2013/06/0 | replaced by True Drama (returned on 
5 4 2014/04/03) 
LARA 2014/04/0 | 2015/08/1 | EPG slot sold to Showcase (returned on 
bad 3 7 2016/09/30) 


True 

Entertainmen SOLCO DI replaced by Sony Channel +1 
0 0 

t+1 

True Movies 2 aay pene are replaced by True Christmas +1 
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BT Group plc 


Trade name BT 
Formerly British Telecom 
Type Public limited company 
Traded as LSE: BT.A 
NYSE: BT 


FTSE 100 Component 


ISIN GB0030913577 # 


Industry Telecommunications 


Electric Telegraph Company 


Predecessor 
General Post Office 


Post Office Telecommunications 


Founded 1969; 50 years ago 
Founder William Fothergill Cooke, John Lewis 
Ricardo # 


Headquarters BT Centre, 


London, EC1 


United Kingdom 


Area served Worldwide 


Key people an du Plessis 


(Chairman) 

Philip Jansen 

(Chief Executive) 

Simon Lowth 

(Group Finance Director) 


Products Fixed-line telephony 


Mobile telephony 


Broadband internet 


Fibre-optic communication 


Digital television 


IT and network services 


Home security 
Fleet management 


Supply chain management 


Telecommunications equipment 


Y £23.746 billion (2018)™ 


Revenue 

Operating A £3.381 billion (2018)! 
income 

Net income A £2.032 billion (2018)! 
Number of 106,700 (2019)! 


employees 


Divisions Consumer 
EE 
Business and Public Sector 
Global Services 
Wholesale and Ventures 


Openreach 
Technology 


Subsidiaries BT Ireland 
BT Italia 
Plusnet 


Website btplc.com 


BT Group plc (trading as BT and formerly British Telecom) is a 

British multinational telecommunications holding company headquartered in London, 
United Kingdom. It has operations in around 180 countries and is the largest provider 
of fixed-line, broadband and mobile services in the UK, and also provides subscription 
television and IT services. 


BT's origins date back to the founding in 1846 of the Electric Telegraph Company, the 
world's first public telegraph company, which developed a nationwide communications 
network. In 1912, the General Post Office, a government department, became the 
monopoly telecoms supplier in the United Kingdom. The Post Office Act of 1969 led to 
the GPO becoming a public corporation. British Telecommunications, trading as British 
Telecom, was formed in 1980, and became independent of the Post Office in 1981. 
British Telecommunications was privatised in 1984, becoming British 
Telecommunications plc, with some 50 percent of its shares sold to investors. The 
Government sold its remaining stake in further share sales in 1991 and 1993. BT is 

a Royal Warrant holder of the British Royal Family and has a primary listing on 

the London Stock Exchange, a secondary listing on the New York Stock Exchange, and is 
a constituent of the FTSE 100 Index. 


BT controls a number of large subsidiaries. BT Global Services division supplies 
telecoms services to corporate and government customers worldwide,“ and its BT 
Consumer division supplies telephony, broadband, and subscription television services 
in the United Kingdom to around 18 million customers. 


History[edit] 


A number of privately owned telegraph companies operated in Britain from 1846 
onwards. Among them were: 


e The Electric Telegraph Company 

e British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company 
e British Telegraph Company 

e London District Telegraph Company 

e and the United Kingdom Telegraph Company 


The Telegraph Act 1868 passed the control of all these to the newly formed GPO 
(General Post Office)'s Postal Telegraphs Department. 


With the invention of the telephone by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876 the GPO began 
to provide telephone services from some of its telegraph exchanges. In 1882 

the Postmaster-General, Henry Fawcett started to issue licences to operate a telephone 
service to private businesses and the telephone system grew under the GPO in some 
areas and private ownership in others. The GPO's main competitor, the National 
Telephone Company, emerged in this market by absorbing other private telephone 
companies, prior to its absorption into the GPO in 1912." 


The trunk network was unified under GPO control in 1896 and the local distribution 
network in 1912. A few municipally owned services remained outside of GPO control. 
These were Kingston upon Hull, Portsmouth and Guernsey. Hull still retains an 
independent operator, Kingston Communications, though it is no longer municipally 
controlled. 


In 1969 the GPO, a government department, became the Post Office, a nationalised 
industry separate from government. Post Office Telecommunications was one of the 
divisions. 2% 


Formation of British Telecom[edit] 


British Telecom logo used from 1980-1991 


The British Telecom brand was introduced in 1980. On 1 October 1981, this became the 
official name of Post Office Telecommunications, which became a state-owned 
corporation independent of the Post Office under the provisions of the British 
Telecommunications Act 1981. In 1982 BT's monopoly on telecommunications was 
broken with the granting of a licence to Mercury Communications.” 


Privatisation[edit] 


On 19 July 1982, the Government announced its intention to sell shares in British 
Telecom to the public. On 1 April 1984, British Telecommunications was incorporated as 
a public limited company (plc) in anticipation of the passing of the Telecommunications 
Bill. This Bill received Royal Assent on 12 April, and the transfer to British 
Telecommunications plc from British Telecom as a statutory corporation of its business, 
its property, its rights and liabilities took place on 6 August 1984.04 


Initially all shares in the new plc were owned by the Government. In November 1984, 
50.2% of the new company was offered for sale to the public and employees. Shares 
were listed in London, New York, and Toronto and the first day of trading on was 3 
December 1984. The Government sold half its remaining interest in December 1991 and 
the other half in July 1993. In July 1997, the new Labour Government relinquished its 
Special Share ("Golden Share"), retained at the time of the flotation, which had 
effectively given it the power to block a takeover of the company, and to appoint two 
non-executive directors to the Board.“ 


The company changed its trading name to "BT" on 2 April 1991. In 1996 Peter 
Bonfield was appointed CEO and Chairman of the Executive Committee, promising a 
"rollercoaster ride". 24 


In the 1990s, BT entered the Irish telecommunications market through a joint venture 
with the Electricity Supply Board, the Irish state owned power provider. This venture, 
entitled Ocean, found its main success through the launch of Ireland's first subscription- 
free dial-up ISP, oceanfree.net. As a telecoms company it found much less success, 
mainly targeting corporate customers. BT acquired 100% of this venture in 1999.23 


BT's attempted global alliances[edit] 
MCI[edit] 


In June 1994 BT and MCI Communications launched Concert Communications 

Services which was a $1 billion joint venture between the two companies. Its aim was to 
build a network which would provide easy global connectivity to multinational 
corporations.22 


This alliance progressed further on 3 November 1996 when the two companies 
announced that they had agreed to a merger, creating a global telecommunications 
company called Concert plc. The proposal gained approval from the European 
Commission, the US Department of Justice, and the US Federal Communications 
Commission and looked set to proceed.24 


However, in light of pressure from investors reacting to the slide in BT's share price on 
the London Stock Exchange, BT reduced its bid price for MCI, releasing MCI from its 
exclusivity clause and allowing it to speak to other interested parties.“ On 1 October 


1997, Worldcom made a rival bid for MCI which was followed by a counter-bid from GTE. 
[19] 


BT sold its stake in MCI to Worldcom in 1998 for £4,159 million. As part of the deal, BT 
also bought out from MCI its 24.9% interest in Concert Communications, thereby 
making Concert a wholly owned part of BT. 


The reaction to the failure of the deal in the City of London was critical of then 
Chairman lain Vallance and CEO Peter Bonfield, and the lack of confidence from the 
failed merger led to their removal. 


AT&T[edit] 


As BT now owned Concert, and still wanted access to the North American market, it 
needed a new partner. An AT&T/BT option had been mooted in the past, but stopped on 
regulatory grounds due to their individual virtual monopolies in their home markets. By 
1996, this had receded to the point where a deal was possible and a deal was 
consummated in 1998.21 


At its height, the Concert managed network was extensive. Although Concert continued 
signing customers, its rate of revenue growth slowed, so that in 1999 David Dorman 
was made CEO with a brief to revive it.23 


In late 2000 the BT and AT&T boards fell-out - partly due to each partner's excess debt, 
and the resulting board room clear-outs - partly due to Concert's extensive annual 
losses. AT&T recognized that Concert was a threat to its ambitions if left intact, and so 
negotiated a deal where Concert was split in two in 2001: North America and Eastern 
Asia went to AT&T, the rest of the world and $400M to BT. BT's remaining Concert 
assets were merged into its BT Ignite, later BT Global Services group.24 


BT Ireland[edit] 


In 2000, BT acquired Esat Telecom Group plc, and all its subsidiary companies, 

and Ireland On Line.”# It also purchased Telenor's minority shareholding in Esat 
Digifone. The Esat Telecom Group was split in two with the landline and internet 
operations were combining with Ocean to become part of BT Ignite. Esat Group was 
renamed Esat BT in July 2002, and eventually BT Ireland in April 2005. Esat Digifone 
became part of BT Wireless, before being spun off into a separate independent 
company mmo2 plc (now Telefénica Europe). EsatBT installed the first DSL lines in 
Ireland, to try and compete heavily with former state telecoms company Eircom and 
operate one exchange, in Limerick. 


2001 debt crisis[edit] 


By 2001, BT had a debt of £30 billion, much of which was acquired during the bidding 
round for the 3rd generation mobile telephony (commonly known as 3G) licences. It 
had also failed in its series of proposed global mergers, and the funds flowing from its 
then virtual monopoly of the UK market place had been largely removed. It was also 
headed by two executives who had little support from the London Stock Exchange, 
particularly in light of a 60% drop in share price in sixteen months.24 


Philip Hampton joined as CFO, and in April 2001 Sir lain Vallance was replaced as 
Chairman by recognised turn around expert Sir Christopher Bland.” 


Europe's largest rights issue[edit] 


In May 2001 BT carried out corporate Europe's largest ever rights issue, allowing it to 
raise £5.9 billion.2a A few days before, it sold stakes in Japan Telecom, in mobile 
operator J-Phone Communications, and in Airtel of India to Vodafone.&” 


Sale of Yell Group and demerger of O2[edit] 


In June 2001 BT's directory business was sold as Yell Group to a combination of private 
equity firms Apax Partners and Hicks, Muse, Tate & Furst for £2.1 billion.2&4 


A demerger followed in November 2001, when the former mobile telecommunications 
business of BT, BT Cellnet, was hived off as a separate business named "mmo02".22 This 
included BT owned or operated networks in other countries, including BT Cellnet (UK), 
Esat Digifone (Ireland), and Viag Interkom (Germany). All networks now owned or 
operated by mmO2 (except Manx Telecom) were renamed as O2. The de-merger was 
accomplished via a share-swap, all British Telecommunications plc shareholders 
received one mmO2 plc and one BT Group plc (of which British Telecommunications is 
now a wholly owned subsidiary) share for each share they owned. British 
Telecommunications plc was de-listed on 16 November, and the two new companies 
started trading on 19 November.22 


Aftermath[edit] 


At the end of the series of sales, in October 2001 Sir Peter Bonfield resigned,“ and was 
replaced by former Lucent CEO Ben Verwaayen.2! 


During Bonfield's tenure the share price went from £4 to £15, and back again to £5. 

241 Bonfield's salary to 31 March 2001 was a basic of £780,000 (increasing to £820,000) 
plus a £481,000 bonus and £50,000 of other benefits including pension. He also 
received a deferred bonus, payable in shares three years' later, of £481,000, and 
additional bonuses of £3.3 million. 


mmO2 plc was replaced by O2 plc in a further share-swap in 2005, and subsequently 
bought in an agreed takeover by Telefónica for £18 billion and delisted.82 In 2004, BT 
launched Consult 21, a consultation organisation that was to aid BT 21CN in the 
eventual conversion to digital telephony.“ 


In 2004, BT was awarded the contract to deliver and manage N3, a secure and fast 
broadband network for the NHS National Programme for IT (NPfIT) program, on behalf of 


the English National Health Service (NHS).2% 


In 2005 BT made a number of acquisitions. In February 2005, BT acquired Infonet (now 
re-branded BT Infonet), a large telecoms company based in El Segundo, California, 
giving BT access to new geographies. It also acquired the Italian company Albacom. 
Then in April 2005, it bought Radianz from Reuters (now rebranded as BT Radianz), 
which expanded BT's coverage and provided BT with more buying power in certain 
countries.“ 


In August 2006, BT acquired online electrical retailer Dabs.com for £30.6 million. 
“u The BT Home Hub manufactured by Inventel was also launched in June 2006.44 


In October 2006, BT confirmed that it would be investing 75% of its total capital 
spending, put at £10 billion over five years, in its new Internet Protocol (IP) based 21st 
century network (21CN). Annual savings of £1 billion per annum were expected when 
the transition to the new network was to have been completed in 2010, with over 50% 
of its customers to have been transferred by 2008. (For actual progress see BT 21CN). 
That month the first customers on to 21CN was successfully tested at Adastral Park in 
Suffolk. 


2007 to 2012[edit] 


In January 2007, BT acquired Sheffield-based ISP, PlusNet plc, adding 200,000 
customers. BT stated that PlusNet will continue to operate separately out of its Sheffield 
head-office.“4 On 1 February 2007, BT announced agreed terms to acquire International 
Network Services Inc. (INS), an international provider of IT consultancy and software.“ 


In February 2007, Sir Michael Rake succeeded Sir Christopher Bland.“ In April that year, 
they acquired COMSAT International,“ followed in October by the acquisition of Lynx 
Technology.“ 


BT acquired Wire One Communications in June 2008 and folded the company into "BT 
Conferencing", its existing conferencing unit, as a new video business unit! In July 
2008, BT acquired the online business directory firm Ufindus for £20 million in order to 
expand its position in the local information market in GB.5% On 28 July 2008, BT 
acquired Ribbit, of Mountain View, California, "Silicon Valley's First Phone Company". 
Ribbit provides Adobe Flash/Flex APIs, allowing web developers to incorporate telephony 
features into their software as a service (SaaS) applications.&4 


In the early days of its fibre broadband rollout, BT said it would deliver fibre-to-the- 
premises (FTTP) to around 25% of the Country, with the rest catered for by the slower 
fibre-to-the-cabinet (FTTC), which uses copper wiring to deliver the final stretch of the 
connection. In 2014, with less than 0.7% of the company's fibre network being FTTP, BT 
dropped the 25% target, saying that it was "far less relevant today" because of 
improvements made to the headline speed of FTTC, which had doubled to 80Mbit/s 
since its fibre broadband rollout was first announced.=! To supplement FTTC, BT offered 
an 'FTTP on Demand’ product. In January 2015, BT stopped taking orders for the on- 
demand product.54 


On 1 April 2009, BT Engage IT was created from the merger of two previous BT 
acquisitions, Lynx Technology and Basilica. Apart from the name change not much else 
changed in operations for another 12 months.55 On 14 May 2009, BT said it was cutting 
up to 15,000 jobs in the coming year after it announced its results for the year to 31 
March 2009.58 Then in July 2009, BT offered workers a long holiday for an up front sum 
of 25% of their annual wage or a one-off payment of £1000 if they agree to go part- 
time.&4 


On 6 April 2011, BT launched the first online not-for-profit fundraising service for UK 
charities called BT MyDonate as part of its investment to the community. The service 
will pass on 100% of all donations made through the site to the charity, and unlike other 
services which take a proportion as commission and charge charities for using their 
services, BT will only pass on credit/debit card charges for each donation. The service 
allows people to register to give money to charity or collect fundraising donations. BT 
developed MyDonate with the support of Cancer Research UK, Changing 

Faces, KidsOut, NSPCC and Women's Aid. 558159160 


2013 to present[edit] 
del 


In March 2013, BT was allocated 4G spectrum in the UK following an auction and 
assignment by Ofcom, after paying £201.5m.& 


BT logo used from 2003-2019 


On 1 August 2013, BT launched its first television channels, BT Sport, to compete with 
rival broadcaster Sky Sports.' Plans for the channels' launch came about when it was 
announced in June 2012 that BT had been awarded a package of broadcast rights for 
the Premier League from the 2013-14 to 2015-16 season, broadcasting 38 matches 
from each season. In February 2013, BT acquired ESPN Inc.'s UK and Ireland TV 
channels, continuing its expansion into sports broadcasting.! ESPN America and ESPN 
Classic were both closed, while ESPN continued to be operated by BT. On 9 November 
2013, BT announced it had acquired exclusive rights to the Champions 

League and Europa League for £897m, from the 2015 season, with some free games 
remaining including both finals. 


On 1 November 2014, BT created a new central business services (CBS) organisation to 
provide customer services and improve operational efficiency levels. 


On 24 November 2014, shares in BT rose considerably on the announcement that the 
company was in talks to buy back O2, while at the same time confirmed it was also in 
talks to acquire EE.®™ BT subsequently entered into exclusive talks to buy EE for 
£12.5 billion on 15 December 201466 and confirmed on 5 February 2015, subject to 
regulatory approval. The deal will combine BT's 10 million retail customers and EE's 
24.5 million direct mobile subscribers. Deutsche Telekom will own 12% of BT, 

while Orange S.A. will own 4%,22 


In March 2015, launched a 4G service as BT Mobile”! BT Group CEO Gavin 
Patterson announced that BT plans to migrate all of its customers onto the IP network 
by 2025, switching off the company's ISDN network. 


On 15 January 2016, BT received final unconditional approval by the Competition and 
Markets Authority to acquire EE. The deal was officially completed on 29 January 2016 
with Deutsche Telekom now owning 12% of BT, while Orange S.A. own 4% 24 


On 1 February 2016, BT announced a new organisational structure that will take effect 
from April 2016 following the successful acquisition of EE. The EE brand, network and 
high street stores will be retained and will become a second consumer division, 
operating alongside BT Consumer. It will serve customers with mobile services, 
broadband and TV and will continue to deliver the Emergency Services Network 
contract which was awarded to EE in late 2015. There will be a new BT Business and 
Public Sector division that will have around £5bn of revenues and will serve small and 
large businesses as well as the public sector in the UK and Ireland. It will comprise the 
existing BT Business division along with EE's business division and those parts of BT_ 
Global Services that are UK focused. There will also be another new division; BT 
Wholesale and Ventures that will comprise the existing BT Wholesale division along with 
EE's MVNO business as well as some specialist businesses such as Fleet, Payphones and 
Directories. Gerry McQuade, currently Chief Sales and Marketing Officer, Business at EE, 
will be its CEO 751061071 


On 8 June 2017, BT appointed KPMG as its new auditor to replace PwC in the wake of 
the fraud scandal in Italy that triggered a major profit warning earlier this year.Z In last 
April, KPMG fired six US employees over a scandal that calls into question efforts to 
ensure that public company accounts are being properly scrutinised. 


On 8 July 2017, The Daily Telegraph reported that BT "has called in consultants 

from McKinsey to conduct a review of its businesses in the hope of saving hundreds of 
millions of pounds per year. The work, dubbed 'Project Novator', is understood to 
include a potential merger of BT's struggling global services corporate networking and 
IT unit with its business and public sector division".£& 


On 28 July 2017, BT announced organisational changes to "simplify its operating model, 
strengthen accountabilities and accelerate its transformation" and involves bringing 
together its BT Consumer and EE divisions into a new unified BT Consumer division that 
will operate across three brands - BT, EE and Plusnet./8:182183184 |t will take effect from 1 
April 2018. 


On 18 April 2018, BT announced further organisational changes following unification of 
its BT Consumer and EE divisions, and involves bringing together its BT Business and 
Public Sector and BT Wholesale and Ventures divisions into a new unified division known 
as BT Enterprise. It will also include BT's Ventures business which "acts as an incubator 
for potential new growth areas of the company" and will report as a single unit from 1 
October 2018. wsuszississ1 


Operations[edit] 


The Adastral Park campus at Martlesham Heath in Suffolk, the principal site of BT Research. 


BT Group is a holding company; the majority of its businesses and assets are held by its 
wholly owned subsidiary British Telecommunications plc." BT's businesses are 
operated under special government regulation by the British telecoms 

regulator Ofcom (formerly Oftel). BT has been found to have significant market power in 
some markets following market reviews by Ofcom. In these markets, BT is required to 
comply with additional obligations such as meeting reasonable requests to supply 
services and not to discriminate.it! 


BT runs the telephone exchanges, trunk network and local loop connections for the vast 
majority of British fixed-line telephones. Currently BT is responsible for approximately 
28 million telephone lines in GB. Apart from KCOM Group, which serves Kingston upon 
Hull, BT is the only UK telecoms operator to have a Universal service Obligation, (USO) 
which means it must provide a fixed telephone line to any address in the UK. It is also 
obliged to provide public call boxes. 


As well as continuing to provide service in those traditional areas in which BT has an 
obligation to provide services or is closely regulated, BT has expanded into more 
profitable products and services where there is less regulation. These are principally, 
broadband internet service and bespoke solutions in telecommunications and 
information technology. 


Corporate affairs[edit] 


Buildings and facilitieS[edit] 
See also: Category:British Telecom buildings and structures 


As BT operates in around 180 countries, it owns and leases a range of buildings 

and facilities in the UK and around the world. In 2001, it sold some of its UK property 
portfolio for £2.38 billion to Telereal Trillium in a 30-year leaseback. The deal included 
6,700 properties and contributed towards alleviating its debt at the time, with the main 
advantage being flexibility as it allows BT to vacate property over time, so as to adapt 
to changing operational requirements. 


Headquarters| edit] 


The BT Centre was completed in 1985. 


BT Group's world headquarters and registered office is the BT Centre, a 10-storey office 
building at 81 Newgate Street in the City of London, opposite St. Paul's tube station. 


Buildings and stations[edit] 
Some of its UK buildings and stations are: 


e Adastral Park - headquarters of BT Labs in Suffolk 

e Baynard House - building in City of London 

e BT Riverside Tower - headquarters of BT Northern Ireland in Belfast 

e BT Tower - building in Swansea 

e Goonhilly Satellite Earth Station - satellite earth station in Cornwall 

e Guardian telephone exchange - telephone exchange in Manchester 

e Madley Communications Centre - satellite earth station in Herefordshire 

e National Network Management Centre - network operations centre in Shropshire 
e Stadium House - building in Cardiff 


Telecommunications towers| edit] 
Main articles: Telecommunications towers in the United Kingdom and British Telecom 
microwave network 


BT remains one of the largest owners of telecommunications towers in the UK and were 
a major node in its microwave network. Its BT Tower in London is notable for numerous 
reasons such as being the tallest building in the UK from its construction in the 1960s 
until the early 1980s, its revolving restaurant at the top known as 'Top of the Tower' in 
operation through the late 1960s and 1970s, and remains one of the UK's most 
important communications nerve centres, the heart of a vast broadcasting and 
communications network. It carries approximately 95% of the UK's TV content, including 
live broadcasts and 99% of all live football games as well as pioneering the first 
international HD, 3D and 4K television transmissions. It serves media production and 
distribution customers around the world and as part of the Things Connected Network 
launched in London, it became the highest building in the world to host an Internet of 
things (loT) base station in September 2016.9892 Some of its towers are: 


e BT Tower in London 

e BT Tower in Birmingham 

e Charwelton BT Tower in Northamptonshire 
e Heaton Park BT Tower in Manchester 

e Morborne Hill BT Tower in Cambridgeshire 

e Purdown BT Tower in Bristol 

e Pye Green BT Tower in Staffordshire 

e Stokenchurch BT Tower in Buckinghamshire 
e Sutton Common BT Tower in Cheshire 

e Tinshill BT Tower in West Yorkshire 

e Tolsford Hill BT Tower in Kent 

e Turners Hill BT Tower in West Midlands 

e Wotton-under-Edge BT Tower in Gloucestershire 
e Zouches Farm in Bedfordshire 


Other| edit] 
Some of its other UK facilities are: 


e Red telephone box - original telephone boxes 
e KX telephone boxes - successor to the red telephone boxes 


LinkUK - modern kiosks replacing existing telephone boxes with a range of free 
services 
TAT-14 - 14th consortium transatlantic telecommunications cable system 


Divisions[edit] 


BT Group is organised into the following divisions: 


Customer facing|edit] 


BT Consumer - provides retail telecoms services to consumers in the UK including: 
BT Broadband 

BT Superfast Fibre 

BT TV 


BT Sport 

BT Mobile 

BT Wi-fi 

EE - mobile network operator, provides mobile and fixed communications services to 
consumers in the UK 

BT Business and Public Sector - provides retail telecoms and IT services to 
businesses and the public sector in the UK and Ireland 

BT Global Services - provides telecoms and IT services to multinationals 

BT Wholesale and Ventures - provides network products and services to 
communications providers (CPs), voice services to UK customers via 999, 118 500 
and Next Generation Text Service, services for media companies and broadcasters 
and its ventures side encompasses a portfolio of businesses offering a range of 
products and services 

Openreach - fenced-off wholesale division, established in 2005 following a review 
by Ofcom and commenced operations in 2006, employing 25,000 engineers 
previously employed by BT. Its purpose is to ensure that other communications 
providers have the same operational conditions as BT, and is responsible for the 
provision and repair in the "last mile" of copper wire. 


o O OOO 


(©) 


Internal service unit[edit] 


Technology - responsible for the innovation, design, test, build and operation of BT's 
global networks and systems! 
o BT Research 


Corporate governanceledit] 


CEO Gavin Patterson at the 2016 Chatham House Corporate Leaders Series. 


See also: Category:British Telecom people 


BT's current board of directors as of November 2018:2 


e jan du Plessis - Chairman 

e Philip Jansen - Chief Executive 

e Simon Lowth - Group Chief Financial Officer 

e lain Conn - Non-executive director 

e Isabel Hudson - Non-executive director 

e Mike Inglis - Non-executive director 

e Matthew Key - Non-executive director 

e Nick Rose - Non-executive director 

e Jasmine Whitbread - Non-executive director 

e Timotheus Hòttges - Non-independent non-executive director 
e Rachel Canham - Company secretary and general counsel 


BT's current executive committee as of March 2018 :2 


e Gavin Patterson - Chief Executive 

e Simon Lowth - Group Chief Financial Officer 

e Marc Allera - CEO of BT Consumer 

e Bas Burger - CEO of BT Global Services 

e Sabine Chalmers - General counsel 

e Gerry McQuade - CEO of BT Enterprise (BT Business and Public Sector and BT 
Wholesale and Ventures) 

e Ed Petter - Corporate affairs director 

e Cathryn Ross - Director of regulatory affairs 

e Michael Sherman - Chief strategy and transformation officer 

e Howard Watson - Chief technology and information officer (CTIO) of BT Technology, 
Service & Operations 

e Alison Wilcox - HR director 

e Dan Fitz - Company secretary 

e Clive Selley - CEO of Openreach 


Pension fund[edit] 


BT has the second largest defined benefit pension plan of any UK public company. 
Rel The trustees valued the scheme at £36.7 billion at the end of 2010;2 an actuarial 
valuation valued the deficit of the scheme at £9.043 billion as of 31 December 2008. 
2031 Following a change in the regulations governing inflation index linking, the deficit 
was estimated at £5.2 billion in November 2010.1% 


Sponsorships[edit] 


BT sponsored Scotland's domestic rugby union championship and cup competitions 
between 1999 and 2006.15 


On 31 July 2012, it was announced that BT agreed a three-year sponsorship deal 

with Ulster Rugby and sees BT become the Official Communications Partner. BT's logo 
will appear on the Ulster Rugby shirt sleeve for all friendlies, Heineken 

Cup and RaboDirect Pro12 matches as well as a significant brand presence at their 
home ground; Ravenhill Stadium.29% 


On 29 July 2013, it was announced that BT had partnered up with Scottish Rugby 
Union in a four-year sponsorship deal with its two professional clubs; Edinburgh 
Rugby and Glasgow Warriors that will commence from August 2013. The deal 
involves BT Sport becoming the new shirt sponsor for both clubs as well as being 
promoted with BT Group at their respective home grounds; Scotstoun 

Stadium and Murrayfield Stadium 110712081091 


On 28 May 2014, it was announced that BT agreed a £20 million four-year sponsorship 
deal with Scottish Rugby Union which includes BT securing the naming rights 

for Murrayfield Stadium which becomes BT Murrayfield Stadium, become sponsor of the 
Scotland sevens team, become principal and exclusive sponsor of Scotland's domestic 
league and cup competitions from next season, taking over the role from The Royal 
Bank of Scotland Group (RBS), and become sponsor of Scottish Rugby's four new 
academies that aims to drive forward standards for young players who have aspirations 
to play professionally 22201111 


On 14 April 2015, it was announced that as part of BT's current £20 million four-year 
sponsorship deal with Scottish Rugby Union that was announced in May 2014, BT has 
completed its sponsorship portfolio following an additional investment of £3.6 million for 
the 3 years remaining of its sponsorship deal, to become the new shirt sponsor for the 
Scotland national teams.42 


On 27 January 2016, it was announced that BT, alongside YouTube will be the new joint 
headline sponsors in a three-year deal with Edinburgh International Television Festival. 
The two companies will "share prominence across all branding of the 41st TV Festival, 
including the famous MacTaggart Lecture and will work closely with the festival 
organisers in their bid to reflect new trends in a rapidly transforming industry, from new 
ways of distributing content to technical innovations such as Virtual Reality".2) 


BT is the founding and principal partner of the Wayne Rooney Foundation, which was 
established to improve the lives of children and young people. The Foundation will run 
events "to raise vital funds to support the work of key organisations dedicated to 
supporting disadvantaged and vulnerable children and young people". These 
organisations are four chosen charities which are, Manchester United 

Foundation, NSPCC, Claire House Children's Hospice and Alder Hey Children's Hospital. 
The first of these events was Wayne's testimonial match in August 2016 

between Manchester United F.C. and Everton F.C. which raised £1.2 million. The match 
was screened live through BT Sport with BT MyDonate being the official fundraising 
platform for the testimonial, with both online and text options for donations promoted 
during the match. 1411511611117) 


On 26 May 2017, it was announced that BT is to sponsor the 2017 British Urban Film 
Festival (BUFF) and sees BT host every event of the film festival, including the Awards 
at the BT Tower. BT will also broadcast the awards ceremony on BT.com and will have 


the opportunity to screen films acquired from the festival on its BT TV store platform.“ 
119][120][121][122 


On 6 September 2017, it was announced that BT had extended its current £20 million 
four-year sponsorship deal with Scottish Rugby Union that was announced in May 2014, 
for a further three years beginning from June 2018. The new deal sees BT retain the 
naming rights to BT Murrayfield Stadium, alongside its role as principal partner of the 
Scotland national team and Scotland 7s. BT's logo will continue to be displayed on the 
front of Scotland rugby shirts across the world, in the Six Nations Championship, as well 
as the summer and autumn test matches. BT will also continue to be promoted 

at Edinburgh Rugby and Scotstoun Stadium in Glasgow. 22212241l225111261 


Historical financial performanceledit] 
BT's financial results have been as follows:!! 
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Controversies[edit] 
World Wide Web hyperlink patent[edit] 


In 2001, BT discovered it owned a patent (U.S. Patent 4,873,662) which it believed gave 
it patent rights on the use of hyperlink technology on the World Wide Web. The 
corresponding UK patent had already expired, but the US patent was valid until 2006. 
On 11 February 2002, BT began a court case relating to its claims in a US federal court 
against the Internet service provider Prodigy Communications Corporation. In the 

case British Telecommunications plc v. Prodigy, the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York ruled on 22 August 2002 that the BT patent was not 
applicable to web technology and granted Prodigy's request for Summary judgment of 
non-infringement. 22 


Behavioural targeting[edit] 


In early 2008 it was announced that BT had entered into a contract (along with Virgin 
Media and TalkTalk) with the spyware company Phorm (responsible under their 
121Media guise for the Apropos rootkit)#22422 to intercept and analyse their users’ click- 
stream data and sell the anonymised aggregate information as part of Phorm's OIX 
advertising service. The practice, known as "behavioural targeting" and 
condemned by critics as "data pimping", came under intense fire from various internet 
communities and other interested-parties who believe that the interception of data 
without the consent of users and web site owners is illegal under UK law (RIPA), 222123312341 
2351 At a more fundamental level, many have argued that the ISPs and Phorm have no 
right to sell a commodity (a user's data, and the copyrighted content of web sites) to 
which they have no claim of ownership. In response to questions about Phorm and the 
interception of data by the Webwise system Sir Tim Berners-Lee, credited as the creator 
of the World Wide Web protocol, indicated his disapproval of the concept and is quoted 
as saying of his data and web history: 


It's mine - you can't have it. If you want to use it for something, then you have to 
negotiate with me. | have to agree, | have to understand what I'm getting in return. | 
myself feel that it is very important that my ISP supplies internet to my house like the 
water company supplies water to my house. It supplies connectivity with no strings 


attached. My ISP doesn't control which websites | go to, it doesn't monitor which 
websites | go to. 


— Sir Tim Berners-Lee, 20082241 


Huawei infrastructure access[edit] 


Beginning in 2010 the UK intelligence community investigated Huawei, the Chinese 
supplier of BT's new fibre infrastructure with increasing urgency after the United States, 
Canada and Australia prevented the company from operating in their countries. 

4371 Although BT had notified the UK government in 2003 of Huawei's interest in their 
£10bn network upgrade contract, they did not raise the security implications as BT 
failed to explain that the Chinese company would have unfettered access to critical 
infrastructure. On 16 December 2012 the prime minister David Cameron was 
supplied with an in-depth report indicating that the intelligence services had very grave 
doubts regarding Huawei, and that UK governmental, military, and civilian privacy may 
have been under serious threat.“221 


On 7 June 2013, British lawmakers concluded that BT should not have allowed Huawei 
access to the UK's communications network without ministerial oversight, saying they 
were 'deeply shocked’ that BT did not inform government that they were allowing 
Huawei and ZTE, both with ties to the Chinese military, unfettered access to critical 
national systems. Furthermore, ministers discovered that the agency with the 
responsibility to ensure Chinese equipment and code was threat-free was entirely 
staffed by Huawei employees. Subsequently, parliamentarians confirmed that in case of 
an attack on the UK there was nothing that could be done to stop Chinese infiltration.“ 


By 2016 Huawei had put measures in place to ensure the integrity of UK national 
security. Specifically their UK work is now overseen by a board that includes directors 
from GCHQ, the Cabinet Office and the Home Office.“ 


ZTE, another Chinese company that supplies extensive network equipment and 
subscriber hardware used with BT 'Infinity', was also under scrutiny by parliament's 
intelligence and security committee" after the US, Canada, Australia and the European 
Union declared the company a security risk.2421 


Alleged complicity with drone strikes in Yemen and 
Somalia[edit] 


In September 2012, BT entered into a $23 million deal with the US military to provide a 
key communications cable connecting RAF Croughton, a US military base on UK soil, 
with Camp Lemonnier, a large US base in Djibouti. Camp Lemonnier is used as a base 
for American drone attacks in Yemen and Somalia, and has been described by The 
Economist as "the most important base for drone operations outside the war zone of 
Afghanistan, "11451 


Human rights groups including Reprieve and Amnesty International have criticised the 
use of armed drones outside declared war zones. Evidence produced by The Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism and Stanford University's International Human Rights & Conflict 
Resolution Clinic suggest that drone strikes have caused substantial civilian casualties, 
and may be illegal under international law. nsu 


In 2013, BT was the subject of a complaint by Reprieve to the Department of Business, 
Innovation and Skills under the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, following 
their refusal to explain whether or not their infrastructure was used to facilitate drone 


strikes. The subsequent refusal of this complaint was appealed in May 2014, on the 
basis that the UK National Contact Point's decision did not follow the OECD Guidelines. 
The issue of bias was also raised, due to the appointment of Lord lan Livingston as 
government minister for the department which was processing the complaint: 
Livingston had occupied a senior position at BT when the cable between RAF Croughton 
and Camp Lemonnier was originally built.242 


See also[edit] 


A London portal 


Companies portal 


e SHERIFF 
e List of telephone operating companies 
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BT TV logo used since 2019 


\Type Service 

Industry Pay television 

Founded December 2006 (BT Vision) 
October 2012 (BT YouView) 
2013 (BT TV) 

Headquarters London, United Kingdom 


| Area served United Kingdom 


Products Digital television 


Owner BT Group 
Parent BT Consumer 
Website tv.bt.com 


BT TV is a subscription IPTV service offered by BT; a division of United Kingdom 
telecommunications company BT Group, and was originally launched as BT Vision in 
December 2006. As of the end of June 2019, BT TV had 1.9 million customers but has 
also lost almost 5,000 BT TV customers with some moving to the likes of Virgin Media. 
After Virgin Media started expanding to other parts of the country. While others 
canceled and just use the likes of Netflix and Prime Video or both. 


BT TV provides on-demand content, 30 extra entertainment channels (18 of which are 
available in HD), 9 extra children's channels, 11 movie channels (Sky Cinema) and 5 live 
sports channels (BT Sport & Sky Sports). BT Sport channels are available in SD and HD 
through IPTV signals. BT Sport, ESPN and AMC from BT are available in non-fibre areas 
over IPTV using copper multicast where available. 


As BT TV transmits channels and content through IPTV, BT requires customers to sign 
up to the BT Broadband internet and phone service to use BT TV, with connection via 
BT's official router, BT Home Hub. 


BT started rebranding its TV services - BT Vision and its YouView service as BT 

TV between May and August 2013.4 On 11 April 2014, BT announced that the original 
Vision service would be closed down as of 30 June, with all customers getting a free 
upgrade to its modern YouView service. The Vision service was, after August 2013, 
solely used to broadcast Sky Sports, as well as BT Sport for non-Infinity customers. Sky 
Sports 1 & 2 were made available to YouView customers on Tuesday 16 December 2014 
following an interim ruling from the Appeal Court backing Ofcom's ruling that YouView is 
to be included in the "Wholesale Must Offer" of the channels. 


History[edit] 
Background[edit] 


When British Telecom (BT) was privatised in 1984, it was barred from providing 
television broadcasts over its telecommunication network, which meant that it was not 
possible for BT to provide a cable television service. The ban was designed to protect 
the new smaller telecommunications companies and the small cable television networks 
in the United Kingdom as it was felt that BT had an unfair advantage because its pre- 
privatisation monopoly meant that its equipment was already installed in virtually every 
home and business in the country. In January 2001, the ban was lifted.” 


Launch[edit] 


BT Vision was launched on 5 December 2006, competing with Sky, Virgin Media (then 
known as NTL:Telewest) and TalkTalk Plus TV (then known as Tiscali TV).™ Initial 
industry reaction was positive although there was some criticism that set up costs were 
expensive and it was noted that BT Group were entering a competitive market. In May 
2007, BT Group launched a national advertising campaign for BT Vision.'= BT Vision was 
the second IPTV television platform in the UK, after Homechoice TV. 


The aim was to attract "hundreds of thousands" of customers by the end of 2007 and 2- 
3 million in the medium-term. However, adoption was slow and by February 2008 BT 
Vision had just 150,000 customers.4 


Premium sport deal[edit] 


BT acquired the rights to carry 242 same-day (but not live) Premier League football 
matches per season in a three-year deal covering the 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10 
seasons in a joint bid with BSkyB on 25 May 2006, prior to BT Vision's launch. BT Vision 
also have the right to offer on demand coverage of 125 matches each season from the 
Football League and League Cup. This service ceased prior to the start of the 2010-11 
season. 


Between August 2007 and June 2009, Setanta Sports was available through BT Vision, 
via DTT and a smart card, offering live Premiership and Scottish Premier League games, 
as well as other sporting events such as US PGA Tour Golf and Magners League Rugby. 
BT Vision made a deal with American sports TV company ESPN® for carriage of its 

new channel which replaced Setanta on DTT. 


The company announced the pricing of their Sky Sports packages in July 2010, following 
the outcome of Ofcom's review into pay-TV pricing in March, which directed Sky to 
reduce the wholesale price it charges for the Sky Sports channels. The price charged 
to customers signing up for broadband, calls and TV with BT for a two-year contract 
results in the organisation making a "significant loss on the service",“422 allowing them 
to undercut the price charged by Sky to its own customers.24 


Microsoft deal[edit] 


On 7 January 2008, BT reached a deal with Microsoft where the latter's Xbox 
360 console would have provided BT Vision's on demand content. The service was due 
to launch in mid-2008 but never materialised. 


Sky Sports deal[edit] 


On 28 June 2010, BT and Sky signed an agreement where Sky Sports 1 and 2 will be 
available for BT Vision customers.” This came a year after BT stopped offering Setanta 
Sports 1 & 2 on Vision after Setanta lost the rights to broadcast Premier League football. 


[14] 


UKTV deal[edit] 


On 22 March 2012, it was announced that BT would offer UKTV original content on- 
demand from later in the day. Featured programmes include /ames Martin's 
Mediterranean (Good Food), Choccywoccydoodah (Good Food), Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition (Home), Celebrity Fantasy Homes (Home), Tool 

Academy (Really), Bridezillas (Really), Amazing Planet (Eden) and Life on Fire (Eden).23 


As part of the deal, UKTV started streaming linear channels to BT Vision set top boxes 
later in 2012. The first three were Watch, GOLD and Alibi; further channels Good Food, 
Eden and Home were to launch at a later date.!8 Dave, Really and Yesterday will likely 
not launch on the service as they are already available on Freeview, which is available 
through the BT set-top boxes. 


Fox deal[edit] 


On 11 April 2012, BT and Fox International Channels announced that from late 2012, BT 
Vision customers would be able to watch FX (now known as Fox) as a linear channel. BT 
Vision customers were also able to watch many of the top shows, up to seven days after 
transmission on-demand and watch library programmes on-demand.24 


On 1 March 2016, Fox was removed from the BT TV line-up. 
National Geographic Channel and Nat Geo Wild deal[edit] 


On 12 June 2012, BT announced that National Geographic Channel and Nat Geo Wild 
would be coming to BT Vision as linear channels in late 2012. The deal also included a 
seven-day on demand catch up of programmes. 


Premier League football rights[edit] 


On 13 June 2012, it was announced that BT had acquired a share of the rights 

to Premier League football television coverage for the 2013-14 to 2015-16 seasons.2# 
u As part of the deal, BT acquired the live rights to 38 games, including 18 of the 38 
"first pick" games, for a total of £738 million.2#22 BT simultaneously announced plans to 
launch a Sports Channel on all platforms, including BT Vision. 


Premiership Rugby rights[edit] 


On 12 September 2012, BT agreed a £152 million four-year exclusive rights deal for the 
broadcast of Premiership Rugby from the 2013/14 season.24 


British Eurosport deal[edit] 


On 8 November 2012, BT signed a contract with British Eurosport to add British 
Eurosport 1 and 2 to its line-up of linear TV channels.24 The deal included sporting 
content to watch on demand. On-demand content was later removed but re-added in 
mid 2018 following the signing of a new deal with Eurosport's current owners Discovery. 


Sky Movies deal[edit] 


On 14 October 2013, BT signed a deal with Sky for the carriage of their Sky 
Movies channels and on-demand content. The channels were available to customers 
from 26 October.) 


Netflix Deal[edit] 


On 10 November 2014 BT and YouView announced that the Netflix player had been 
made available on BT & retail Humax YouView boxes. In addition BT announced a tie in 
deal with Netflix, where you can subscribe to Netflix and pay through your BT TV bill.22 


AMC Deall[edit] 


On 4 August 2015 BT and AMC Networks International announced that they would be 
launching the AMC channel for the first time in the UK exclusively for BT customers. The 


channel launched on 28 August 2015 and is available to order free of charge on all BT 
TV packages and to Sky TV customers who also subscribe to the BT Sports Pack.24 


Available Channels[edit] 


The following is a list of live TV channels! on the BT TV platforms with their EPG 
numbers, correct as of 12 March 2019. All channels are offered to the viewer 
via IPTV with the relevant subscription from BT TV: 


Entertainment Plus 


e 307: Comedy Central 
e 308: Comedy Central Extra 


e 309: MTV 

e 310: Gold 

e 311:W 

e 312: Alibi 

e 313: Good Food 
e 315: Eden 


e 317: National Geographic Channel 
e 318: Nat Geo Wild 


e 319: SYFY 

e 320: Universal TV 

e 321: E! 

e 322: Discovery Channel 
e 3237 ILC 


e 324: Investigation Discovery 
e 325: Animal Planet 

e 327: History 

e 328: Crime + Investigation 
e 329: Lifetime 

e 330: History 2 

e 332: AMC from BT 

e 336: Discovery Science 

e 337: Discovery Turbo 

e 339: CNN International 

e 399: BT TV Preview 

e 412: Eurosport 1 

e 413: Eurosport 2 

e 512: TCM 

e 513: Movies 24 

e 536: MTV Music 

e 538: MTV Classic 

e 542: VH1 

HD Extra bolt-on 


e 370: Comedy Central HD 
e 371: MTV HD 
e 373: National Geographic Channel HD 


e 374: Nat Geo Wild HD 
e 375: SYFY HD 

e 376: Discovery HD 

e 377: TLC HD 

e 378: Animal Planet HD 
e 379: History HD 


e 380: Crime + Investigation HD 
e 381: AMC from BT HD 


e 382: Alibi HD 

e 383: WHD 

e 384: Lifetime HD 

e 385: Universal TV HD 
e 386: E! HD 

e 387: Dave HD 

e 388: Good Food HD 
e 389: Eden HD 

e 390: History 2 HD 
391: Vice HD 

392: Gold HD 

435: Eurosport 1 HD 
436: Eurosport 2 HD 
Sky Sports bolt-on 


e 402: Sky Sports Main Event 


e 416: Sky Sports Extra 
e 437: Sky Sports Main Event HD 


e 438: Sky Sports Extra HD 
BT Sport Pack 


e 408: BT Sport 1 

e 409: BT Sport 2 

e 410: BT Sport 3 

e 411: BT Sport ESPN 

e 415: BoxNation 

e 430: BT Sport 1 HD 

e 431: BT Sport 2 HD 

e 432: BT Sport 3 HD 

e 434: BT Sport ESPN HD 
e 450: BT Sport Extra 1 
e 451: BT Sport Extra 2 
e 452: BT Sport Extra 3 
e 453: BT Sport Extra 4 


e 454: BT Sport Extra 5 
e 455: BT Sport Extra 6 


e 465: BT Sport Extra 1 HD 
e 466: BT Sport Extra 2 HD 
e 467: BT Sport Extra 3 HD 
e 468: BT Sport Extra 4 HD 


e 469: BT Sport Extra 5 HD 
e 470: BT Sport Extra 6 HD 
Entertainment Ultra HD Pack 


e 433: BT Sport 4K UHD (only available on the BT YouView Ultra HD box) 
Sky Cinema bolt-on! 


e 501: Sky Cinema Premiere 

e 502: Sky Cinema Action & Adventure 
e 503: Sky Cinema Disney 

e 504: Sky Cinema Hits 

e 505: Sky Cinema Family 

e 506: Sky Cinema Comedy 

e 507: Sky Cinema Sci Fi & Horror 

e 508: Sky Cinema Greats 

e 509: Sky Cinema Crime & Thriller 

e 510: Sky Cinema Select 

e 511: Sky Cinema Drama & Romance 
BT Kids bolt-on 


e 480: Disney Channel 
e 481: Disney Junior 

e 482: Disney XD 

e 483: Nickelodeon 

e 484: Nick Jr. 

e 485: Nicktoons 

e 486: Cartoon Network 
e 487: Boomerang 

e 488: Cartoonito 


e 490: Nick Jr. Too 


These IPTV channels are only available to customers who have access to BT's Infinity 
fibre-optic broadband along with the relevant BT TV subscription. 


The channels became available on BT's YouView service in August 2013, with new EPG 
numbers in the 4xx and 5xx ranges, instead of the 8xx and 9xx ranges which BT Vision 
had before. The EPG numbers are the same on rival TalkTalk Plus TV, as both run on 
(and are maintained by) YouView. 


The Sky Cinema and BT Kids bolt-ons were launched during the Autumn/Winter of 2013. 
These are at additional cost as 'bolt on' packs to the available TV packages. 


Catch Up and On-Demand[edit] 


BT TV Players & Apps Catch-up service is available free of charge on any package and 
include the following: 


e BBC iPlayer 
e ITV Hub 
e STV Player 


e All4 


e My5 


e BT Player 

e Milkshake! (Channel 5's children's programmes) 
e UKTV Play 

e S4C 

App access to the following services 

e Netflix 

e Now TV 


e Amazon Video 


From late May 2008, BT Vision discontinued free access to BBC TV replay, instead 
requiring Vision users to take out a monthly subscription. However, in November 2010, 
BT announced that BT Vision subscribers would be able to access the BBC iPlayer from 
the end of June 2011.29 This service was built by Pushbutton for Microsoft Mediaroom. 


ITV Player has been available since December 2008. Demand 5 was removed on 6 
October 2010, but was reinstated in May 2011. 


BT TV Store 
Content is provided by: 


e BBC 

KTV 

e The Biography Channel 

e Crime & Investigation Network 


° 
= 


e History 

e Comedy Central 

e MIV 

e National Geographic Channel 
e ITV 


e Channel 4 

e Channel 5 

e Warner Bros. Television 
e Adult Swim 

e CBS Television Studios 
e Sony Pictures Television 
e Discovery Channel 

e ABC Studios 

BT Sport 


In addition to the BT Sport channels, an archive of football, wrestling, boxing, martial 
arts, motor sports and extreme sports matches available on-demand, with a few on 

a pay per view basis. This used to be called Vision Sport but has subsequently been 
merged with BT Sport for on-demand content and the name Vision Sport is no longer in 
use. 


BT TV Kids 
BT TV has agreed deals with: 


e BBC (CBBC/Cbeebies) 


e Disney Channel 

e Disney XD 

e Disney Junior 

e Nickelodeon 

e Cartoon Network 

e Boomerang 

e HIT Entertainment 

e DreamWorks Classics 
BT TV Film 


BT TV Film is accessed through the BT TV Player app and provides a library of the latest 
blockbuster films on a pay per view basis. 


Films on BT TV Player mainly come from the following content providers 


e DreamWorks 

e Paramount Pictures 

e NBCUniversal 

e Lionsgate films 

e Buena Vista International 

e Walt Disney Pictures 

e Touchstone Pictures 

e Miramax Films 

e Pixar 

e Warner Bros. 

e Momentum Pictures 

e MGM 

e Artificial Eye 

BT TV also gives users access to Curzon Home Cinema directly from their BT TV 
YouView box within the BT TV Player app where they can purchase some of the latest 
films without the need to connect to a different device. 


BT Music 
BT TV has agreed deals with: 


e Sony BMG 
e EMI Music 


e Universal Music 

e Warner Music Group 
e NBD 

e Planet Rock 


who provide over 1,500 music videos, concerts and music documentaries, on-demand 
available for rent without the need for a BT TV Music Bolt-on. 


YouView from BT[edit] 


On 21 September 2012, BT, one of the partners of YouView, announced that they would 
provide a free YouView box to its broadband subscribers. This new service will allow 
customers to access BT Vision's on demand content, YouView's EPG technologies such 


as 'scrollback', and Now TV. This came weeks after TalkTalk launched its new YouView- 
based TV service TalkTalk Plus TV. YouView from BT launched on 26 October 2012. 


On 27 June 2013, the CEO of BT's TV division, Marc Watson, said that BT Vision will be 
rebranded as 'BT TV', together with the YouView service under an umbrella brand. BT 
aimed to offer sports on the YouView service. However, on 1 August 2013, BT was 
refused by rival BSkyB to broadcast Sky Sports on BT's YouView service. This meant 
that the Vision+ box would continue to be distributed for the purpose of Sky Sports and 
the extra linear channels (as of 27 June), as long until these features would be finally 
available on BT YouView. 


On 9 August 2013, the 18 extra linear channels from BT Vision were successfully added 
to the BT YouView EPG and ready for streaming. Just two days prior to this, both BT 
and TalkTalk asked Digital UK to expand the streamed IP channel range from 400-499 
to 400-599, as they both claim to launch over a hundred new streamed channels via 
YouView. 


Vision+ PVR[edit] 


The Vision+ is a set-top box, similar to Sky+ and V+, that enables 100 hours of 
television programmes to be recorded while watching other live programmes. The 
service is described as providing a range of on-demand content without compulsory 
subscriptions. However, a BT broadband connection with a guaranteed line speed is 
required. A self-install version and a technician install version of BT Vision are available. 
This box can access standard definition Freeview broadcasts where available, on- 
demand SD and HD content from BT, along with linear VOD channels through BT 
Infinity. 


The original silver Vision+ box is a Toshiba HDTV9719 running Saorview software for 
the IPTV signals. The OS is BT TV. The next generation Vision+ box was made 
by Motorola. The new black Vision+ box is made by Pace. 


BT released a new Humax set top box in late 2012 offering Freeview HD services, linear 
VOD HD channels through BT Infinity, and on-demand boxsets, catchup TV and other 
new features as part of the YouView service. 


The original silver Vision+ boxes will be no use after 30 June 2014. All customers will 
get a free upgrade to YouView, worth £199, if they recontract for 18 months. Users of 
the black Vision+ boxes are unaffected.22! 


Launch packages[edit] 


The newly rebranded BT TV had three packages as of 10 August 2013: TV 

Essential, Essential Extra, and Unlimited Extra. All packages came with a YouView box 
with Freeview television and radio channels, catch-up TV and the ability to pause, 
record and rewind live TV. A Vision+ box was provided for Sky Sports customers, until 
30 June 2014. 


Vision TV, Music, Kids and Sport were on-demand. All cost 50p a show with 7V Essential, 
and were free and unlimited with 7V Unlimited. Vision Filmclub was available for free 
with TV Unlimited, and is not available for TV Essential. 


Vision Box Office was on a pay per view basis, available with both TV Essential and TV 
Unlimited. 


April 2015 packagesl[edit] 
On 24 April 2015 BT TV launched revised packages as follows:20 


e Starter - Freeview, Catch Up TV, BT Sport, AMC, Pause & Rewind (Set Top Box 
supplied does not record) 

e Entertainment Plus - As per Starter plus with ability to Record TV, 28 linear IPTV 
channels and Mobile App access to IPTV 

e Total Entertainment - As per Entertainment Plus with inclusive Ultra HD, HD Extra 
and Kids Extra bolt ons 


BT customers without Infinity broadband can only obtain the Starter package, with BT 
Sport only available on Starter via IPTV in certain areas. Entertainment packages are 
only available to those with Infinity broadband. 


Unicast IPTV streaming bolt-ons for Netflix, BT Kids (children's content) or BT Music 
content can be added to all packages. Multicast IPTV Bolt-ons for Sky Sports Main Event 
& Extra, Sky Movies and HD channels can only be added to Entertainment packages. 


BT Sport and AMC channels are available free of charge for customers with BT Infinity 
fibre-optic broadband. For customers who don't have access to BT's fibre-optic network, 
these can watch these channels via DTT on a Vision+ box. On 24 January 2014 BT 
ceased to sell BT Sport via DTT, and subsequently ceased provision of BT Sport 2 via 
DTT on 1 January 2015. BT Sport 1 ended on DTT on 2 June 2015.84 
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Launched 1 August 2013 


Owned by BT Group 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


Slogan 


Country 


Broadcast 


area 


Headquarter 


sS 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Virgin 


2160p UHDTV 


(downscaled to 1080i and 16:9 576i for 


the HDTV and SDTV feeds, respectively) 
0.34% (1) 

0.22% (2) 

0.11% (3) 

0.04% (ESPN) (September 2018, BARB) 
Take them all on. 


United Kingdom, Ireland 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Here East, Hackney Wick, London 


AMC from BT 
BoxNation 


BT Sport Box Office 


BT Sport ESPN 


sport.bt.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channels 413-414, 417, 423, 490 (SD) 
Channels 867-869, 872 (HD) 


Cable 


Channels 527-531 (HD) 


| 
| Media (UK) 


|BT Channels 408-411, 450-455 (SD) 
Channels 430-434, 465-470, 494 (HD) 


Plusnet Channels 408-411, 450-455 (SD) 
Channels 430-432, 434 (HD) 


[TalkTalk TV Channels 408-411, 450-455 
| 
| Eir Vision Channels 407-410 (SD/HD) 


| Vodafone BT Sport 1, 2, 3 and ESPN 


| 
| Ireland 


Streaming media 


[BT Sport Watch live (1, UK only) 
Player Watch live (2, UK only) 


Virgin TV Go Watch live 


BT Sport is a group of pay television sports channels provided by BT Consumer; a 
division of BT Group in the United Kingdom and Ireland that was launched on 1 August 
2013. The channels are based at the former International Broadcast Centre at 

the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in London.“ BT Sport is available on the BT 

TV, Sky and Virgin Media television platforms in the UK and Sky, Eir TV and Vodafone 
TV in the Republic of Ireland. 


BT Sport holds exclusive live UK and Republic of Ireland TV rights to 52 Premier 

League matches per season, all Australia's home cricket matches, the UEFA Champions 
League, UEFA Europa League, UFC, National League, Ligue 1, the Bundesliga, the FA_ 
Community Shield, the FA Trophy and the European Rugby Challenge Cup, 

the Premiership Rugby Cup, MotoGP, the FIH Hockey World League and WWE. They are 
also the official broadcast partner of the European Rugby Champions 

Cup and Premiership Rugby. BT Sport also holds shared rights to the FA Cup with 

the BBC (until 2019-20), the Scottish Professional Football League with Sky_ 

Sports and BBC Alba. In 2015, BT Sport launched their showcase service in SD and in 
HD in 2017. The SD service closed on 9 May 2017 and the HD service in 2018. 


History[edit] 
Launch (2013)[edit] 


News of BT's first foray into sports broadcasting first came about on 12 June 2012 when 
it was announced that they had won the rights to 38 live Premier League matches for 
three seasons from the 2013-14 season, beating American broadcast partner ESPN who 
had held the shared rights with Sky Sports the previous season. BT announced at the 
same time that it would be launching its own channel for its new football coverage. 

81 The news followed speculation that ESPN was reconsidering its position in the UK. 

{4 The following months also saw BT win rights to Premiership Rugby and its 

associated 7s Series, and American, Brazilian, French and Italian top-flight football. 

fs} On 25 February 2013, BT agreed to acquire ESPN's UK and Ireland TV channels 
business, consisting of ESPN and ESPN America (ESPN Classic was not included). BT 
would continue to broadcast at least one ESPN branded channel since the deal's 
completion date of 31 July, as part of its BT Sport package of services. The value of the 
deal was not disclosed, but BT was understood to be paying "low tens of millions". 


On 2 May 2013, BT Sport 1 and BT Sport 2 were added to the BT TV EPG, followed by 
Sky the next day along with an on-screen message that the channel was coming soon. 
On Sky, the channels replaced BT's placeholders, Sailing 1 and 2. The BT-owned 
terrestrial feeds of Sky Sports 1 and 2, which were also used for Top Up TV, were 
dropped on 1 July in favour of BT Sport 1 and 2. The Channels started broadcasting on 
1 August 2013, on the same day ESPN America ceased to broadcast 

and ESPN became ESPN from BT Sport; broadcasting most of ESPN 

America's content. BT signed a wholesale deal with Virgin Media on 15 August 2013 
bringing the channels free of charge to customers on the TV XL package.24 


An interactive service, BT Sport Extra, launched in September 2014, broadcasting 
additional content at selected times.“ One video stream was available at launch which 
expanded to seven in August 2015. BT Sport Extra can be accessed directly from the 
EPG on YouView boxes and from the red button on Sky and Virgin Media. 


On 9 June 2015, ESPN from BT Sport was rebranded BT Sport ESPN. 
Expansion (2015-)[edit] 


On 1 August 2015, BT launched three new channels: BT Sport Europe, a dedicated 
channel for its coverage of European football and rugby union including the UEFA 
Champions League, Europa League and rugby challenge and champions cups; BT Sport 
Showcase, a free-to-air only HD channel which would show a number of sporting 
events unencrypted via Freeview such as Champions League; and BT Sport Ultra HD, 
the UK's first and only 4K television channel which will broadcast a number of events 

in ultra-high-definition exclusively on BT TV.” On 4 August 2016, BT Sport Europe was 
renamed BT Sport 3 and BT Sport Ultra HD to BT Sport 4K UHD. A similar channel to 
BT Sport Showcase was made available on Virgin media named BT Sport Free. 


BT Sport 4K UHD was further rebranded BT Sport Ultimate on 2 August 2019. 
BT Sport Box Office[edit] 


In April 2018, BT Sport revealed its intention to launch a pay-per-view channel to show 
live boxing! and in August BT Sport announced that the channel would launch on 15 
September.24! 


Availability[edit] 


In the UK, BT Sport is available in standard definition with all BT TV packages for BT 
Broadband customers, programming is also available in UHD called BT Sport 
Ultimate to BT Infinity customers for an additional fee. 


On Sky and Plusnet TV BT Sport 1 only is currently offered for free to broadband 
subscribers as 'BT Sport Lite', regardless of what subscription they have. Customers 
who wish to view the remaining channels can subscribe to the 'BT Sport Pack' in either 
standard or high definition. BT also provide broadband subscribers access to the 
channels via the BT Sport online player and mobile app.#8 BT Sport pack Subscribers 
also receive BoxNation in standard definition only and Sky UK customers also have 
exclusive access to AMC from BT in the relevant definition. 


Virgin Media customers receive BT Sport 1, 2, 3 and ESPN in HD and BT Sport 
Ultimate as part of their "Full House" bundle however, they do not 
receive BoxNation or AMC from BT. 


TalkTalk TV customers must subscribe to the BT Sport Pack in order to receive the 
entire range of channels. 


In the Republic of Ireland, BT Sport channels (except Ultimate) are bundled with Eir- 
Sport subscriptions across all platforms, as a part of a deal BT had with what 

was Setanta Sports back then.. The deal means BT Sport 1, 2, 3, 

ESPN and BoxNation are part of the Eir Sport Pack in the Republic, along with Eir Sport 
1 and Eir Sport 2. 


In addition Freeview HD customers received BT Sport Showcase and Virgin Media 
customers received BT Sport Free. They closed on 30 June 2018. 


On 4 December 2018, the SD versions of BT Sport and BT Sport ESPN stopped 
broadcasting on Virgin Media. 


Programming[edit] 


This section needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
(DS citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BT_ 

Sport" - news = newspapers * books « scholar * JSTOR (March 
2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Plans for the channels launch came about when it was announced in June 2012 that the 
broadcast rights to the Premier League from the 2013-14 to 2015-16 season were 
awarded to BT and Sky, outbidding existing broadcaster ESPN for the rights.2% BT 
showed 38 live matches from the Premier League each season, including 18 first pick 
matches, from the 2013/14 season to the end of the 2015/16 season. 


In October 2012 BT announced it had also agreed deals to air Serie A, Ligue 


1, Brasileirào and Major League Soccer, all of which were previously broadcast on ESPN, 
201 as well as Premiership Rugby.24 


In January 2013 BT announced they will also broadcast Women's Tennis 
Association matches from 21 tournaments.'22! 


On 25 February 2013, BT announced that it had acquired ESPN's UK channels and their 
sports broadcasting rights, including rights to the FA Cup, UEFA Europa League, Scottish 
Premier League, Bundesliga and NASCAR.3 This led to the shutting down of ESPN 
Classic and ESPN America in favour of the BT Sport channels. 


On 7 May 2013, BT Sport acquired the rights to air Ultimate Fighting 

Championship events and taped programming in the UK and Ireland for three years, 
from 1 August.” Two days later it was announced that BT Sport had acquired an 
exclusive five-year deal to broadcast MotoGP races from the 2014 season, including free 
practices and qualifying as well as full coverage of Moto2 and Moto3.22 BT Sport also 
broadcasts the FA WSL, A-League and programming from Red Bull Media House. 241 


On 9 May 2013, BT announced that they had acquired the exclusive UK TV rights to 
MotoGP along with the Moto2 and Moto3 championships. 


Later in May BT Sport acquired rights to the Football Conference for two years with 25- 
30 live games a season, including the end-of-season play-offs. 


On 9 November 2013, BT announced a £897 million deal with UEFA to broadcast 

the Champions League and Europa League exclusively on BT Sport from the 2015-16 
season for three years. The deal will end two decades of the competition being 
broadcast free-to-air on ITV, although BT stated that the finals of both competitions and 
at least one match per season involving each participating British team would still be 
broadcast free-to-air, 2228 


In January 2014, it was reported that BT Sport had acquired the rights to broadcast 
the World Rally Championship for the 2014 season. 22180 


Football coverage[edit] 
Studio hosts[edit] 


Name na Coverage 


-j= Premier League, Champions League, Europa League & 


Jake Humphrey 
ake Humphre FA Cup 


Gary Lineker “| Champions League 


Lynsey -ja Champions League, Europa League, FA Cup & National 
Hipgrave League 


So Scottish Football, Champions League, Europa League & 
eo 


Darrell Currie FA Cup 


Name 


Matt Smith 


ames 
Richardson 


Coverage 


na Champions League, Europa League, National League & 


FA Cup 


“+ | Champions League Goals Show 


Studio Pundits & Co-commentators[edit] 


Name 


Clive Allen 


Jim Beglin 


Karen Carney 


Joe Cole 


Stepmens 
Craigan 


Peter Crouch 


Kevin Davies 


Tony Dorigo 


Role(s) 


Co-commentator 


Co-commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Co-commentator 


Coverage 


Champions League, Europa League & Ligue 1 


Champions League, Europa League, FA Cup & 
Bundesliga 


Premier League & Europa League 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Scottish Football 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Champions League, Europa League, FA Cup & 
National League 


Champions League, Europa League, 


Name 


Efan Ekoku 


Rio Ferdinand 


Kevin 
Gallacher 


Chris 
Hargreaves 


Owen_ 
Hargreaves 


John Hartson 


Glenn Hoddle 


Grant Holt 


Raphael 
Honigstein 


ames 
Horncastle 


Role(s) 


Co-commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Co-commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Studio Pundit 


Studio Pundit 


Coverage 


Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League, Europa League, 
Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Premier League, Champions League & FA Cup 


Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


National League 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League, FA Cup & Bundesliga 


Premier League, Europa League, FA Cup & 
Scottish Football 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


National League 


Champions League Goals Show 


Champions League Goals Show 


Name 


Don Hutchison 


Jermaine Jenas 


Martin Keown 


Julien Laurens 


Ally McCoist 


Steve 
McManaman 


Danny Mills 


Michael Owen 


Alex Rae 


Chris Perry 


Stewart 
Robson 


Role(s) 


Co-commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Co-commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Co-commentator 


Co-commentator 


Coverage 


Champions League, Europa League, 
Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Champions League Goals Show 


Scottish Football 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Champions League, Europa League & FA Cup 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Scottish Football 


Champions League, Europa League, 
Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League, Europa League, 
Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Name 


Robbie 
Savage 


Paul Scholes 


Nigel 
Spackman 


Michael 
Stewart 


Chris Sutton 


Robin van 
Persie 


Adam Virgo 


Role(s) 


Co-commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Co-commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit & Co- 
commentator 


Studio Pundit 


Co-commentator 


Lead Commentators| edit] 


Name 


Ben Andrews 


Steve Bower 


Wayne Boyce 


Coverage 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League & FA Cup 


Champions League, Europa League, 
Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Scottish Football 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa 
League, FA Cup & Scottish Football 


Premier League, Champions League & Europa 
League 


Champions League, Europa League, FA Cup, 
National League & Ligue 1 


Coverage 


Bundesliga & 2. Bundesliga 


Champions League, Europa League, FA Cup & Bundesliga 


Ligue 1 


Name 


Simon_ 
Brotherton 


Tim Caple 


lan Darke 


Paul Dempsey 


Peter Drury 


James Fielden 


Darren 
Fletcher 


Rory Hamilton 


Seb 
Hutchinson 


Rob MacLean 


Alistair Mann 


Dan Mason 


Guy Mowbray 


Coverage 


Champions League, Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


2. Bundesliga 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa League & FA Cup 


Champions League, Europa League, Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League, Europa League, FA Cup & Bundesliga 


Bundesliga, 2. Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Premier League, Champions League & FA Cup 


Scottish Football 


Champions League, Europa League, Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Scottish Football 


Champions League, Europa League, Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League, Europa League, Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League 


Name 


Jonathan_ 


Pearce 


Dan Roebuck 


John Roder 


Mark Scott 


Joe Speight 


Adam 
Summerton 


Clive Tyldesley 


Paul Walker 


Steven Wyeth 


Reporters[edit] 


Name 


Des Kelly (Chief 


Reporter) 


Coverage 


Champions League, Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League, Europa League & Ligue 1 


Bundesliga & 2. Bundlesliga 


Champions League, Europa League & Bundesliga 


Champions League, Europa League, FA Cup, National League, 
Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League 


Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Champions League, Europa League, Bundesliga & Ligue 1 


Coverage 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa League & FA Cup 


Reshmin Chowdhury |Champions League, Europa League & FA Cup 


Paul Dempsey 


Champions League, Europa League & FA Cup 


Name Coverage 


Premier League, Champions League, Europa League, National 


Andy May League & FA Cup 

Natalie Quirk Champions League, Europa League, National League & FA Cup 
Matt Smith Premier League & FA Cup 

Lynsey Hipgrave Champions League & Europa League 

Darrell Currie Champions League & Europa League 

Emma Dodds SPFL & Scottish League Cup 

David Tanner SPFL & Scottish League Cup 

Jeff Brazier National League & FA Cup 

Becky Ives National League & FA Cup 


Premier League|( edit] 


BT Sport currently has the rights to show 52 live Premier League matches from the 
2019-20 to 2021-22 seasons. Their packages (A and G) give BT the rights to 20 second 
pick and 12 fifth pick matches. The coverage for the current rights period see BT Sport 
showing live matches on Saturday lunchtimes at 12:30 pm, they will also show midweek 
matches and 5 matches from the split weekend. The rights to the Premier League are 
shared with Sky Sports and Amazon Prime Video, who have 128 live matches, and 20 
live matches respectively. The BBC, have highlights of all matches on Match of the 

Day. BT Sport Score is a weekly television programme broadcast on BT Sport during the 
football season. The programme was launched in 2016 to rival the BBC's Final Score and 
Sky Sports' Soccer Saturday. The programme updates viewers on the progress of 
association football games in the United Kingdom on Saturday afternoons between 


2:45 pm and 5:00 pm. Mark Pougatch and Jules Breach present BT Sport Score with 
Breach giving updates on Football League games, Fantasy football and social media. 
Usual pundits on the programme include Robbie Savage, Chris Sutton, Peter 

Crouch, Karen Carney, Jermaine Jenas, Paul Ince and John Hartson, along with various 
other guests, with ex Premier League referee, Peter Walton providing analysis on 
refereeing across the games. 


Premier League matches are anchored by presenter Jake Humphrey alongside studio 
pundits include, Rio Ferdinand, Joe Cole, Jermaine Jenas, Peter Crouch, Robin van 
Persie, Owen Hargreaves, Martin Keown, Michael Owen, Glenn Hoddle, Steve 
Mcmanaman, Chris Sutton, John Hartson, Paul Scholes and Harry Redknapp. Lead 
commentary is provided by Darren Fletcher and lan Darke, while co-commentary is 
provided by Steve Mcmanaman, Robbie Savage, Glenn Hoddle, Martin Keown, Jermaine 
Jenas, Chris Sutton and John Hartson. Des Kelly, Matt Smith and Andy May are the 
reporters. 


European Club Competitions| edit] 


BT Sport has exclusive live coverage of the UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa 
League, UEFA Super Cup and UEFA Europa Conference League until 2024. 


Gary Lineker is the main presenter of the Champions League action with Jake 
Humphrey, Lynsey Hipgrave and Darrell Currie also presenting coverage. Jake 
Humphrey is the main presenter of Europa League action, with Lynsey Hipgrave, Darrell 
Currie and Matt Smith also presenting coverage. Matt Smith presents the highlights 
show of both the Champions League and Europa League after every match night of 
each competition alongside usual pundits that appear on coverage of games played 
that night. 


James Richardson hosts the Goals Show every Champions League match night, during 
the group stages, with James Horncastle, Julien Laurens and Raphael Honigstein joining 
as pundits to keep viewers up to date of all the scores and they can watch every goal go 
in live. 


Lead commentators on the Champions League coverage on BT Sport include Darren. 
Fletcher, lan Darke, Peter Drury, Paul Dempsey, Guy Mowbray, Steve Bower, Jonathan 
Pearce, Clive Tyldesley, Simon Brotherton, Dave Farrar, Alistair Mann, Adam 
Summerton, Steven Wyeth, Seb Hutchinson, John Roder, Joe Speight and Dan Mason. 
Lead commentators on the Europa League include, lan Darke, Steve Bower, Adam 
Summerton, Peter Drury, Paul Dempsey, Dan Mason, Seb Hutchinson, Alistair Mann, Joe 
Speight, John Roder and Steven Wyeth. Studio pundits are used on English teams across 
both competitions as well as the knockout stages of both competitions and are taken 
from BT's Premier League coverage. The same co-commentators used on the Premier 
League coverage are also used on Champions League and Europa League coverage. As 
well as the co-commentators used on Premier League coverage, additional co- 
commentators on both the Champions League and Europa League include Jim_ 

Beglin, Stewart Robson, Efan Ekoku, Don Hutchison, Clive Allen, Chris Perry, Danny 
Mills, Nigel Soackman, Tony Dorigo, Karen Carney, Adam Virgo and Kevin Davies. 
Reporters across both competitions include Des Kelly, Reshmin Chowdhury, Paul 
Dempsey, Andy May, Lynsey Hipgrave, Darrell Currie and Natalie Quirk. When Scottish 
teams feature in the Champions League or Europa League, the presentation, punditry, 
commentary and reporter are all from BT's Scottish Football coverage. 


Broadcasting teams for UEFA Champions League Finals| edit] 


e 2016 - Presented by Gary Lineker with Rio Ferdinand and Steve McManaman, Darren 
Fletcher and Owen Hargreaves commentating, Des Kelly, Matt Smith and Reshmin 
Chowdhury reporting, Howard Webb providing analysis. 

e 2017 - Presented by Gary Lineker with Rio Ferdinand and Steven Gerrard, Darren 
Fletcher and Steve McManaman commentating, with Des Kelly, Matt Smith and 
Reshmin Chowdhury reporting. lan Darke and Owen Hargreaves commentating for 
BT Sport 4K UHD, and Seb Hutchinson commentating for BT Sport VR. 

e 2018 - Presented by Gary Lineker with Rio Ferdinand, Steven Gerrard and Frank 
Lampard, Darren Fletcher, Steve McManaman and Glenn Hoddle commentating, 
with Des Kelly and Reshmin Chowdhury reporting. 

e 2019 - Presented by Gary Lineker with Rio Ferdinand, Michael Owen and Glenn 
Hoddle, Darren Fletcher, Jermaine Jenas and Steve Mcmanaman commentating, with 
Des Kelly, Lynsey Hipgrave and Reshmin Chowdhury reporting. Peter Drury and 
Owen Hargreaves commentating for BT Sport HDR, and Seb Hutchinson and Spencer 
Owen commentating for BT Sport VR. 


Vanarama National League|[ edit] 


BT Sport has exclusive rights to the Vanarama National League covering 1 gamea 
weekend. Matt Smith or Lynsey Hipgrave are the main presenters, often being joined by 
pundits Grant Holt, Chris Hargreaves and Kevin Davies with Davies very occasionally 
providing co-commentary. Match commentator Adam Summerton is joined by Adam 
Virgo in the commentary box. Jeff Brazier is the main reporter on National League 
coverage, with Andy May, Natalie Quirk or Becky Ives very occasionally reporting. 


FA Cupledit] 


BT Sport obtained the rights to the FA Cup through its acquisition of ESPN, who had one 
year remaining in their existing contract. In 2016, BT Group extended its contract 

with The Football Association to show up to 30 live games a season from the 
competition from 2018-19 to 2020-21. In the first and second rounds, Matt 

Smith, Lynsey Hipgrave, Darrell Currie or reporter, Reshmin Chowdhury are the hosts of 
the coverage. Presentation of the games come from the ground alongside the pundits 
used on BT’s National League coverage, aswell as select guests related to the teams 
involved. Commentary on these games is usually provided by Adam Summerton, lan_ 
Darke, Peter Drury or Paul Dempsey alongside either Adam Virgo or Kevin Davies. 
Reporters on these games include, Andy May, Natalie Quirk, Jeff Brazier and Becky Ives. 
From the third round onwards, Jake Humphrey, Lynsey Hipgrave and Darrell 

Currie present, alongside pundits taken from the Premier League coverage. Lead 
commentators include, lan Darke, Darren Fletcher, Peter Drury and occasionally, if a 
lower league side progresses into the latter stages, Adam Summerton. Co-commentary 
is provided by the same co-commentators who feature on Premier League coverage as 
well as, Jim Beglin, Danny Mills and Adam Virgo. With, Des Kelly, Reshmin 

Chowdhury, Paul Dempsey and Matt Smith the designated reporters for these games. 


FA Community Shield[edit] 


Since 2015, BT Sport have had exclusive live coverage of the FA Community Shield. 
In 2019, Jake Humphrey presented, alongside Rio Ferdinand, Robin van 

Persie and Steve Mcmanaman. Darren Fletcher and Glenn Hoddle commentated, 
and Des Kelly reported. 


FA Trophy[edit] 


BT have the full exclusive rights to the FA Trophy. BT Sport showed the 2015 FA Trophy 
Final live. BT Sport also showed the 2016 FA Trophy Final between Halifax 


Town and Grimsby Town live on 22 May as part of a double-header along with the 2016 
FA Vase Final. In 2017 highlights of the semi-finals were shown on the channel during 
their National League highlights show. The same presentation team as the National 
League coverage is used, with Adam Summerton and Adam Virgo commentating. 


Scottish Professional Football League[edit] 


BT host rights to show 30 Scottish Professional Football League games a season, 
sharing the rights with Sky Sports and BBC Alba. Darrell Currie is the main presenter 
with pundits including Chris Sutton, Stephen Craigan, Ally McCoist, Michael 

Stewart and Alex Rae. All of these pundits also contribute to co-commentary duty 
alongside Rory Hamilton or Rob MacLean who are the lead commentators. There is 
always a 3-man commentary line up on the Scottish coverage with the most prominent 
co-commentary pairing being Craigan and Sutton. Emma Dodds and occasionally David 
Tanner report on coverage. From the 2016/17 season, BT Sport have aired a 30-minute 
preview show "Scottish Football Extra" before every live match. From the 2020-21 
season, all 48 live SPFL Premiership matches will be on Sky Sports.: 


Scottish League Cup/edit] 


From the start of the 2016-17 season, BT Sport has been the home of exclusive live 
coverage of the Scottish League Cup, showing two or three live matches per round, 
from July through to the final in November. The same personnel used on the SPFL 
coverage is used on Scottish League Cup coverage. From 2020, Premier Sports, will take 
over the rights for the Scottish League Cup showing 12 to 16 games per season. 


Bundesliga[edit] 


BT Sport have full exclusive rights to the Bundesliga and 2. Bundesliga. Lead 
commentary on Bundesliga action comes from, Ben Andrews, Steve Bower, Simon 
Brotherton, Paul Dempsey, Peter Drury, Dave Farrar, James Fielden, Seb 

Hutchinson, Alistair Mann, Dan Mason, Jonathan Pearce, John Roder, Dan Roebuck, Mark 
Scott, Joe Speight, Adam Summerton, Paul Walker and Steven Wyeth. The co- 
commentators include, Jim Beglin, Tony Dorigo, Efan Ekoku, Kevin Gallacher, Don 
Hutchison, Chris Perry, Stewart Robson and Nigel Spackman. Occasionally, Premier 
League pundit and ex Bayern Munich player, Owen Hargreaves also contributes to co- 
commentary. Ben Andrews, Tim Caple, James Fielden & Mark Scott are the lead 
commentators 2. Bundesliga coverage. 


Ligue 1[edit] 


BT currently have exclusive rights to Ligue 1. Lead commentators on Ligue 1 action 
comes from, Wayne Boyce, Simon Brotherton, Paul Dempsey, Dave Farrar, James 
Fielden, Seb Hutchinson, Alistair Mann, Dan Mason, Jonathan Pearce, John Roder, Dan 
Roebuck, Adam Summerton, Paul Walker and Steven Wyeth. The co-commentators 
include, Clive Allen, Tony Dorigo, Efan Ekoku, Kevin Gallacher, Don Hutchison, Chris 
Perry, Stewart Robson, Nigel Spackman and Adam Virgo. 


Coppa Italia[edit] 


Despite losing the broadcasting rights of Serie A to Premier Sports, the channel still 
shows some Italian football - the Coppa Italia. The same commentators heard on BT's 
coverage of Bundesliga and Ligue 1 can also be heard on Coppa Italia. 


A-Leaguel[edit] 


BT Sport have exclusive rights to the A-League where Fox Sports commentators and 
pundits are used. 


Rugby union coveragef[edit] 
Premiership Rugby[edit] 


BT became a senior broadcast partner of Premiership Rugby in 2013-14. The original 
Premiership coverage deal ran until the 2016/17 season and allowed BT Sport to 
exclusively broadcast up to 69 live games per season. The Aviva Premiership's viewing 
figures rose by 40% in TV audiences in its first season with BT Sport.#4 A new deal was 
signed in March 2015 to cover the Premiership Rugby until 2021 covering up to 80 
matches a season from 2017-18 and introducing an extended highlights programme 
from the 2015-16 season.#3 Subsequently, in 2017 Channel 5 announced a deal that 
would see them simulcast five matches per season for the remaining duration of the 
deal.1351 


The deal with BT Sport also sees them exclusively broadcast the league’s associated 
sevens series and the Premiership Rugby Cup. BT Sport also had exclusive live rights to 
the Anglo-Welsh Cup until its final competition in 2017-18. 


European Professional Club Rugby[edit] 


BT originally shared rights to European Professional Club 

Rugby (EPCR)'s champions and challenge cups with Sky Sports. The shared nature of 
the deal meant each broadcaster would exclusively broadcast up to 30 pool matches, 2 
quarter-finals and 1 semi-final from each competition with the finals being shown by 
both. BT also received first pick on Champions Cup matches involving Premiership 
Rugby clubs. 


For four seasons from the 2018-19 season, BT Sport became the official broadcast 
partner of the Champions and Challenge cups and broadcast up to 134 matches per 
season.24 The Challenge Cup will be shown exclusively on BT Sport whilst broadcasting 
of the Champions Cup will be shared with Channel 4 in the UK and Virgin Media Sport in 
the Republic of Ireland with both channels simulcasting one match from each round and 
the final. 


Craig Doyle is the main presenter with Martin Bayfield and Sarra Elgan also 
presenting. Lawrence Dallaglio, Ben Kay, David Flatman, Austin Healey, Brian 
O'Driscoll and Ugo Monye provide further punditry and co-commentary. The reporters 
include Bayfield and Elgan as well as, Tim Cocker. BT Sport usually have one forward 
and one back acting as co-commentators on every match so one of Dallaglio, Kay or 
Flatman along with one of Healey, O'Driscoll or Monye join the lead commentator, Nick 
Mullins or Alastair Eykyn in the commentary box. 


On BT's coverage of the Champions Cup, as well as those used on the Premiership 
rugby coverage, guest pundits and guest co-commentators are regularly used. In 
addition to Mullins and Eykyn, freelance lead commentators such as Andrew 

Cotter, Martin Gillingham, Ryle Nugent, Hugh Cahill, Scott Hastings and Sara Orchard 
are used, and along with Bayfield, Elgan and Cocker, Jill Douglas, Ross Harries, Sonja 
McLaughlan and Lauren Smith are also involved with presenting and reporting on 
coverage too. 


Cricket coverage[edit] 


In August 2015, it was announced that BT Sport had claimed the rights for Australia's 
home matches for five years starting in the 2016-17 season. This means that BT would 
show The Ashes series between England and Australia in 2017-18 with the deal also 
including the Big Bash League, the Women's Ashes and the Women's Big Bash League. 


881 In 2019, BT Sport also won rights to broadcast every match of the 2019 Indian 
Premier League, E 


BT's coverage of the 2017-18 Ashes series was fronted by Matt Smith. The analysts and 
commentators included, Michael Vaughan, Ricky Ponting, Adam Gilchrist, Sir Geoffrey 
Boycott, Graeme Swann, Damien Fleming, Kevin Pietersen, Michael Hussey and Brett 
Lee. Alison Mitchell and Michael Slater also provided commentary, with Mitchell, also 
acting as a secondary presenter and reporter. 


In the 2018-19 Australian cricketing summer, BT Sport took feeds from Australian 
broadcasters, Fox Cricket and Channel 7. With coverage being introduced out-of-vision 
by Matt Smith, Simon Hughes, Charles Dagnall, Simon Mann or Ebony Rainford-Brent. 


For BT Sport's coverage of the Indian Premier League, studio coverage was only 
provided during the last matchround and the play-offs stage, with Matt 
Smith presenting coverage alongside Michael Vaughan and Graeme Swann. 


Motorsport coverage[edit] 


BT Sport has rights to numerous British, European, American and global motorsport 
series both in live and highlights form. 


MotoGP| edit] 


MotoGP is BT Sport's flagship motorsports event and in addition to the main MotoGP 
event, BT shows the Moto2, Moto3, Red Bull Rookies and CEV Repsol 
championships. Suzi Perry hosts the coverage alongside pundits Colin Edwards, Michael 


Laverty, James Toseland and Neil Hodgson. Commentary is provided by Keith 

Huewen and Neil Hodgson throughout qualifying sessions and the race. Gavin Emmett, 
former World Feed commentator, takes up the role of BT Sport's MotoGP reporter and 
also hosts coverage when Perry is unavailable. He also presents Chequered Flag which 
is aired after the MotoGP race has finished. 


Motorcycle Speedway| edit] 


BT Sport also broadcasts motorcycle speedway including, the Premiership 

Speedway, Speedway Grand Prix and the Speedway of Nations. Natalie Quirk and Scott 
Nicholls host the coverage. The commentary team is Nigel Pearson and Kelvin 

Tatum with Steve Brandon, the reporter. 


Other International Motorsport Events( edit] 


Other live series include the World Rally Championship, FIA World Endurance 
Championship, FIA European Formula Three Championship, International GT 

Open, World Series by Renault, Deutsche Tourenwagen Masters, and the 

Australian Supercars Championship where the world feed is taken directly from the host 
broadcaster. Highlights packages are also shown on BT Sport for series such as BRDC 
Formula 4 Championship and the British Formula Three Championship. 


American sports coverage[edit] 


BT Sport shows extensive coverage of American sports, including Major League 
Baseball, U.S. college sports, Major League Lacrosse, and the X Games. BT Sport has a 
long-term agreement with ESPN to carry its original programming (including original 
documentaries and studio programmes), and events whose international rights are 
owned by ESPN International. Most of BT Sport's U.S. properties are aired by BT Sport 
ESPN.“ 


Combat sports coverage[edit] 
Mixed martial arts| edit] 


BT Sport holds the UK rights to UFC programming, most recently renewed in 2018, 
including live events and other non-live programming. They also broadcast Cage 
Warriors events on occasions.“ 


Beginning with UFC 239, A select few UFC pay-per-view events are now carried on PPV 
by BT Sport Box Office and are no longer included at no additional charge—a move 
which faced criticism from domestic fans. 22142! 


Boxing| edit] 


Since 2017 BT Sport has an association with BoxNation to show certain live fights 

from Frank Warren Promotions. On 15 September 2018 BT Sport showed its first 
boxing pay-per-view boxing event - the rematch between Gennady Golovkin and Saul 
Alvarez! and on 1 December 2018 BT showed the Deontay Wilder vs. Tyson Fury fight. 
Both were shown on BT's pay-per-view channel BT Sport Box Office. Paul 

Dempsey leads the coverage alongside Richie Woodhall, Steve Bunce and other 
guests. John Rawling and Barry Jones provide commentary with Caroline Pearce or 
Ronald McIntosh the ringside reporters. 


Professional wrestling| edit] 


On 20 June 2019, U.S. professional wrestling promotion WWE announced that its 
programming would move to BT Sport beginning in 2020 (with pay-per-views sold via BT 
Sport Box Office), ending a relationship with Sky Sports that dated back to the network's 
launch in 1989.1851 


World Poker Tour[edit] 


In February, the World Poker Tour (WPT) announced a new deal with BT Sports to 
broadcast the World Poker Tour in the UK and Ireland across BT Sports networks. The 
company will broadcast season XV of the WPT, which took place from 2016-2017. 
Highlights from the season include the first WPT victory of poker commentator Mike 
Sexton and the first victory by a woman in an open WPT event. 


Previous coverage[edit] 


Football[edit] 
Serie A[edit] 


BT Sport previously held exclusive rights to the Serie A, Italy's top-flight association 
football league. From the start of the 2018-19 season, coverage moved to Eleven 
Sports“? then later to Premier Sports but as a replacement, BT Sport airs Coppa 
Italia from 2018-19 until 2020-21 season.” 


DFB Pokal[edit] 


BT Sport previously broadcast DFB-Pokal.“ From the start of the 2018-19 season, 
coverage moved to Eleven Sports. 


Cricket[edit] 


Caribbean Premier League[edit] 


BT have broadcast all 34 matches from the Caribbean Premier League most recently 
in 2017. Sky Sports took over the rights from the 2018 edition onwards. 


Tennis[edit] 


In January 2013, BT Sport signed a deal with the WTA to show 21 live tournaments from 
the women's tennis tour. The coverage consisted of up to 800 live hours of coverage 
every year until 2016, each season ending with the WTA Finals. 


From January 2017, BT Sport had the rights to show 52 WTA tournaments every year 
until 2019. Coverage on most competitions took feeds from the WTA international TV 
feed, but with larger events from the Premier Mandatory and Premier 5 category 
matches, Sam Smith or occasionally Annabel Croft presented coverage 

alongside Martina Navratilova. Lead commentary was provided by Chris Bradnam, David 
Law and David Mercer alongside co-commentators, Annabel Croft, Nigel Sears, Anne 
Keothavong and Jo Durie. 


The last competition BT Sport broadcast was the 2019 WTA Finals in which Clare 
Balding presented coverage alongside Anne Keothavong and Jo Durie. With Annabel 
Croft and Nigel Sears reporting from Shenzhen. Lead commentary came from David 
Law and David Mercer alongside Keothavong and Durie. 


For the 2020 WTA Tour onwards, Amazon Prime Video are now the exclusive UK 
broadcaster, showing 49 tournaments a year. 


Darts[edit] 
BDO Darts coverage edit] 


It was announced in December 2014 that BT Sport would share the rights to the 2015 
BDO World Darts Championship alongside BBC Sport. Coverage would be presented 

by Ray Stubbs for the first two years of their coverage. In August 2016 they signed a 
new 2-year deal to share rights this time with Channel 4. Matt Smith took over as 
presenter with Chris Mason as studio pundit and Reshmin Chowdury as roving reporter. 
Commentators on BT Sport Darts coverage were John Rawling, Jim Proudfoot, Vassos 
Alexander, Paul Nicholson, Deta Hedman and Chris Mason, these are shared with 
Channel 4's coverage, as the commentary is produced independently. BT Sport did not 
renew their contract for the 2019 tournament and the rights are now held 

by QUEST and Eurosport 


Basketball[edit] 
NBA[edit] 


BT Sport previously held exclusive rights to the NBA, since 2009-10 season. Live 
coverage of the games began on ESPN, from 6 October 2009 when the Utah Jazz took 
on the pre-season game against Chicago Bulls as part of NBA Europe Live Tour. 
Coverage continued on 8 October 2009 for Utah Jazz against Euroleague 

Basketball's Real Madrid Baloncesto. The NBA season officially started on 27 October 
2009.5651 


ESPN UK was unable to secure the rights to the 2012-13 NBA season until 5 December 
2012 when a deal was made between NBA and ESPN to show 3 games a week, NBA All 
Star Game, First and Second Round NBA Play-off coverage, Western Conference Finals, 
and NBA Finals for this season (2012-13). Coverage began the following day. The 
channel continues to show this after the acquisition of ESPN by BT Sport (becomes BT 


Sport ESPN) until 2017-18 season. From 2018-19 season, coverage moved to Sky 
Sports. 21 


WNBA(edit] 


Same as the men's league games, the Women's NBA games also moved to Sky 
Sports from 2018-19 season. 


Magazine shows[edit] 


e Rugby Tonight - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm sees Craig Doyle, Ugo Monye and Ben 
Kay present a debate about rugby union. Their guests include current and former 
players and referees reviewing and previewing the Aviva Premiership and France's 
Top 14. 

e UFC: Beyond The Octagon - Presented by Adam Catterall alongside Gareth A 
Davies and Dan Hardy 

e Boxing Tonight - Presented by Paul Dempsey 

e The Early Kick Off - Saturdays at 10 am sees Jules Breach & Robbie Savage joined 
by a team of experts for the latest news and gossip from the Premier League. 

e BT Sport Score - Saturdays at 2:45 pm, keeps up with the latest scores across the 
UK presented by Mark Pougatch who is joined by various pundits. 

e UEFA Champions League Magazine - Fridays at 7:00 pm. 

e ESPN FC - Sunday-Saturday at 11:30 pm sees Dan Thomas present a football 
debate show alongside a list of pundits and writers including Craig Burley, Stewart 
Robson, Steve McManaman, Steve Nicol, and Don Hutchison. 


Documentaries[edit] 


BT Sport produces a series of feature-length sports documentary films under the title BT 
Sport Films. Among the films shown on the channel are The Beautiful Game, | Believe in 
Miracles and Don't Take Me Home. Documentaries that have been critically well- 
received include Rocky & Wrighty: From Brockley To The Big Time, about childhood 
friends David Rocastle and lan Wright,53 Shoulder To Shoulder, on the Ireland national 
rugby union team during The Troubles,“ and Brothers in Football, which tells the story 
of Corinthian Football Club.55 


These are shown alongside documentaries from ESPN, including 30 for 30, Nine for 
IX, SEC Storied and Backstory, as well as official MotoGP films. 


Classic sport[edit] 


BT Sport's weekday daytime schedules often include sporting action from yesteryear. 
Football features heavily and includes league matches from the 1970s and 1980s from 
both the ITV Sport, including full editions of The Big Match, and the BBC's Match of the 
Day archives. Also featured are FA Cup matches from the 1970s to the present day 
and UEFA Champions League matches. Other sporting action includes boxing matches 
from the ESPN and ITV Sport archives as well as MotoGP races and Australian cricket. 


See also[edit] 


e BT Sport ESPN 
e BT Sport Box Office 
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BT Sport ESPN 


Launched 3 August 2009 
Owned by BT Group 


(branding licensed from ESPN Inc.) 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.03% (September 2015, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Formerly called ESPN (2009-15) 


Sister channel(s) AMC from BT 
BoxNation 


BT Sport 
BT Sport Box Office 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 423 (HD) 
Channel 872 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 530 (HD) 
Channel 534 (SD) 


IPTV 


BT Channel 411 (SD) 
Channel 434 (HD) 


Plusnet Channel 411 (SD) 
Channel 434 (HD) 


TalkTalk TV Channel 411 


eir Vision Channel 425 (SD/HD) 


Streaming media 


BT Sport Player Watch live (UK only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere 


BT Sport ESPN is a British pay television sports channel provided by BT Consumer; a 
division of BT Group under licence from American sports broadcaster ESPN Inc. The 
channel was operated by ESPN from 3 August 2009 to 31 July 2013, when it was sold 
to BT and became part of its BT Sport package. The channel focusses on coverage of 
American sports, in particular Major League Baseball and American College sports, but 
BT also uses it to show European sport when BT Sport 1, 2 & 3 are otherwise engaged. 


History[edit] 
ia e | 


EF 11 


The channel launched on 3 August 2009 following ESPN's acquisition of partial UK 
broadcast rights to the Premier League six weeks prior, caused in turn by the financial 
difficulties of Setanta Sports, which ceased broadcasting in Great Britain at about the 
same time. It marked ESPN's first foray into live coverage of domestic sports events in 
the UK. Prior to August 2009, ESPN's only operations in the UK were archive sports 
channel ESPN Classic, as well as the pan-European ESPN America channel, which 
focused on North American sport. 


ESPN International logo. 


On 13 June 2012, it was announced that ESPN had missed out on Premier League 
broadcast rights from the 2013-14 to 2015-16 season to Sky Sports and BT, despite 
making a "strong bid".=! The news followed speculation that ESPN was reconsidering its 
position in the UK. In the following months, ESPN also lost the rights to Premiership 
Rugby, Premiership Rugby Sevens Series and American, Brazilian, French and Italian 
top-flight football to BT. On 1 February 2013, Broadcast reported that ESPN had 
entered talks to sell off its remaining sports rights, believed to be worth more than 
£15m.4 During The Walt Disney Company's first quarter earnings results conference call 
on 5 February 2013, Disney's chief financial officer Jay Rasulo confirmed that ESPN had 
"experienced losses" in the UK and was "exploring an exit". On 25 February 2013, BT 
agreed to acquire ESPN's UK and Ireland TV channels business, consisting of ESPN and 
ESPN America. BT continue to broadcast ESPN since the deal's completion date of 31 
July, as part of its BT Sport package of services.“ The value of the deal had not been 
disclosed, but BT was understood to be paying "low tens of millions".2” 


In January 2015, BT reached a long-term rights deal with ESPN, allowing the network to 
maintain its affiliation with ESPN International and its rights to sports properties owned 
by ESPN outright or to which it holds international rights, as well as its original 
programmes. On 9 June 2015, BT rebranded the channel as BT Sport ESPN. 


Availability[edit] 
Before August 2013[edit] 


A carriage and retail agreement for both residential and commercial customers was 
struck with British Sky Broadcasting, who sold the channel through their Sky platform. 

1 British Sky Broadcasting's Sky Media also acted as ad sales house for the channel. 

421 Some events were also transmitted on Sky 3D including the Winter X Games 

XV, 2011 FA Cup Final and 2011 NBA Finals.241251 From 22 July 2011 ESPN was available 
without additional charge to full Sky Sports Pack subscribers in Ireland.2# 


ESPN is available on Virgin Media in standard and high definition as a part of the XL 
pack. M, M+ or L pack customers can subscribe to ESPN and BT Sport. A discount was 
previously available to Sky Sports subscribers.“4 After the acquisition of ESPN by BT 
Sport on 1 August 2013, Virgin Media customers lost access to ESPN channels, despite 
Virgin Media and BT being in talks for more than 2 months prior to the switch over. 

na ESPN and ESPN HD returned on 15 August after BT signed a wholesale deal with 
Virgin Media for the carriage of BT Sport.” 


Top Up TV carried ESPN from 4 August 2009. A connection fee applied to non-Top Up TV 
subscribers, ex-Setanta digital terrestrial television customers or those without a 
viewing card.2%24 On 26 July 2011 Top Up TV announced that ESPN would be available 
via a conditional-access module (CAM) when the CAM service was launched in August.22! 


BT Vision has carried ESPN from 4 August 2009 as part of BT Vision's Value Packs 
(Bronze, Silver and Gold),f23124 


On both BT Vision and Top Up TV, ESPN broadcasts from 14:00 - 04:00 on weekdays, 
11:00 - 06:00 on Saturday and 11:00 - 04:00 on Sunday. 


TalkTalk TV (then known as Tiscali TV) carried ESPN from 14 August 2009, along with 
ESPN America.” 


ESPN was available on Smallworld Cable without additional charge when taken with the 
Ultimate HD TV Pack. Other customers can subscribe to ESPN.@2 


On 14 August 2009, a deal with cable company UPC Ireland and ESPN was reached. On 
that date ESPN and ESPN HD launched on UPC. A discount is available to Sky Sports 
or Setanta Sports 1 subscribers. ESPN America ceased to be part of the Setanta Sports 
package on that date, and was bundled with ESPN instead. On 4 January 2010, UPC and 
ESPN announced a new deal whereby ESPN (including its HD counterpart) and ESPN 
America would become part of UPC's Digital Select Extra and Digital Max packages.22 


ESPN have offered a number of free periods, ranging between a weekend and a month. 
bos In February 2012 a free weekend covered a Premier League match 

between Manchester City and Fulham, marking the first time that a Premier League 
fixture had been broadcast free-to-air in the UK.22 During the same weekend the 
channel was also available on TVCatchup.2! 


From August 2013[edit] 


After ESPN's acquisition by BT Group in 2013, BT have included ESPN as part of their BT 
Sport Pack and is available on Sky, Virgin Media, and BT TV, as well as online via the BT 
Sport website and BT Sport app. BT Sport ESPN is also available in the Republic of 
Ireland through eir Sport. 


Content[edit] 


This section describes the content that ESPN UK showed before BT Sport morphed ESPN 
UK into a channel focused mainly on American sport. 


Current[edit] 

Basketball/ edit] 

On 30 July 2009, ESPN announced a deal to air EuroBasket.24! 
Cricket| edit] 


On 22 July 2010, ESPN agreed a deal with the West Indies Cricket Board for exclusive UK 
broadcast rights to the inaugural Caribbean T20 Tournament. The event, which ran 
from 22-31 July, featured eight West Indian Twenty20 teams, 

including Barbados, Combined Campuses and Colleges, Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad and 
Toboago and the Windward Islands competing to win the Caribbean Twenty20 title. 
These rights now air on BT Sport. 


The channel has also completed a deal to show the inaugural Sri Lanka Premier 
League tournament in August 2012. 


Football[edit] 
English football[edit] 
Premier League[edit] 


The company announced on 22 June 2009 that it had secured the UK broadcast rights to 
the Premier League for four seasons, airing 46 games in the 2009-10 season and 23 
games a year for the following three seasons, following a missed payment by Setanta 
Sports which voided their contracts.224 In Ireland, ESPN will air the same 46 matches 
during the 2009-10 season.24 


Premier League coverage was produced by Sky Sports in-house production team, with 
former BBC presenter Ray Stubbs hosting, while Rebecca Lowe reports from the 
touchline and Jon Champion commentates alongside either Chris Waddle or Craig 
Burley.2#251 Kevin Keegan is the lead analyst, while Guus Hiddink, Shaka Hislop, Frank 
Leboeuf, Danny Murphy, Peter Reid, Matt Holland and lan Wright were also signed to 
provide analysis.“ Mark Chapman, Nat Coombs and Kelly Cates also form a part of 
the line up. IMG Sports Media make the studio shows and ancillary programming.“2 The 
first Premier League match to be shown on ESPN was Everton's 6-1 loss 

against Arsenal.“ 


From the 2010-11 season Sky no longer produced coverage of matches, instead 
coverage was taken over by IMG Sports Media, in an effort to offer "quality and 
innovation" and introduce new technology from the broadcaster's US parent to help 
develop post-match analysis. The change also affects FA Cup and Scottish Premier 
League coverage. ESPN have also increased the number of cameras at games from an 
average of 16 cameras to 23.9 After ESPN lost the rights to the Premier League to BT 
Sport, ESPN Inc. sold the channel to BT Sport. 


FA Cup[edit] 


On 7 December 2009, it was reported that ESPN had secured the rights to 25 live and 
exclusive FA Cup matches per season from the 2010-11 season.# The contract will run 
for four seasons and all matches will be broadcast in high definition. 


ESPN will televise two matches in the FA Cup First and Second Rounds (plus up to two 
replays per round), three matches from the Third to Fifth Rounds (plus up to one 
replay), two quarter-finals (plus up to one replay), one semi-final and simulcast of 
the FA Cup Final (on both ESPN and ITV) for each of the next four seasons. ITV will 
continue to have the first pick of the matches. 


ESPN's offer is thought to have been 60% higher than that tabled by the BBC, however, 
that bid is also understood to be for a longer contract period and still worth substantially 
less than the amount paid by Setanta.“4 


The 2011, 2012, and 2013 FA Cup finals were shown live on ESPN. In 2012 and 2013 the 
buildup coverage for the finals started from eight in the morning with 5.15 evening kick- 
offs. An outside standing studio was set up behind the goals for pre-match and post- 
match analysis presented by Ray Stubbs. As ESPN was acquired by the BT Group before 
the start of the 2013-14 season, the final year of ESPN's FA Cup contract, coverage of 
the competition moved to BT Sport. 


Women's Super League[edit] 


As part of a four-year deal for FA Cup coverage, formally announced on 8 December 
2009, ESPN has exclusive media rights for the inaugural FA Women's Super League in 
2011.42 The channel continues to show this after the acquisition of ESPN by BT Sport. 


Scottish leagues| edit] 


On 16 July 2009, it was announced that ESPN had secured the broadcast rights to 30 
live Scottish Premier League (SPL) games per season across the UK and Ireland, for five 
seasons, starting with the 2009-10 season. Sky Sports had also shown 30 live games 
per season during this period, including each of the Old Firm games. The SPL retained 
the right to opt out of the final two seasons of the deal.” On 21 November 2011, ESPN's 
deal with the SPL was extended for five years from the 2012-13 season, however on 3 
August 2012 ESPN announced a new five-year agreement allowing it to air 30 SPL 
games per season and 10 Rangers games from the Scottish Football League (SFL), 
including three home fixtures.“ Ray Stubbs hosts, with Derek Rae and Craig 

Burley commentating. Darrell Currie is touchline reporter and regular studio guests 
include Colin Hendry, Mark Hateley, Terry Butcher and Scott Booth. 


The first SPL fixture broadcast on the channel was Dundee United's 2-0 victory 

over Hearts on 17 August 2009. BT Sport renegotiated the contract alongside Sky 
Sports to cover the newly formed Scottish Professional Football League on the BT Sport 
network. 


UEFA Europa League| edit] 


On 1 September 2009, ESPN secured a three-year TV rights deal to broadcast matches 
from the UEFA Europa League, previously held by Setanta Sports. At a minimum, ESPN 
will broadcast one match from each kick-off slot.=64 On 17 October 2011, ESPN were 
also awarded part of the rights to the 2012-13 to 2014-15 seasons.= 


ESPN shared the rights to the Europa League with Channel 5 and ITV. As part of the 
deal, ESPN serve as host broadcaster for any live home matches featuring British clubs 
that it is transmitting and have the rights to air matches over the internet and via 
mobile wireless technologies. 


During the inaugural season of the Europa League, ESPN broadcast live matches 
featuring British teams Celtic, Everton, Liverpool and Fulham, as well as 45 other 
European clubs, including holders Shakhtar Donetsk. ESPN were only host broadcasters 
for two matches, Everton's 2-1 first-leg victory over Sporting Lisbon on 16 February and 
Fulham's 4-1 second-leg victory over Juventus on 18 March. When the ITV_ 

network became the primary broadcasters after Channel 5 lost the rights to the Europa 
League, ESPN continued to cover the Europa League. After the acquisition of ESPN by 
BT Sport, the coverage airs on BT Sport branded channels and from 2015-16 season BT 
will be exclusive broadcasters of the Europa League, with highlights on ITV. 


UEFA Champions League| edit] 


Following BT Sport's acquisition of exclusive UEFA Champions League rights, ESPN 
broadcast the UEFA Champions League Goals Show, a live panel show which simulcasts 
all the goals and other key incidents from the matches taking place in the competition. 
The programme is shown during the group stage of the competition and was broadcast 
on ESPN for 2015-16, before moving to BT Sport 1 for 2016-17. 


Foreign club football[ edit] 


On 28 July 2009, ESPN announced that they had secured television rights to show up to 
two live games per week from the Eredivisie, Portuguese Liga, up to two live games per 
week from the Russian Premier League and the remainder of the 2009 Major League 
Soccer season, including five play-off games and the MLS Cup 2009. For the 2010-11 
season ESPN renewed its contracts for the Eredivisie and Russian Premier League and 


broadcast at least two matches each week from the Major League Soccer season, 
including play-off games.=4 


ESPN signed a multi-year deal for up to five live games per week from the 

German Bundesliga, a selection of which is in high definition, as well as weekly preview 
and highlight programmes. During the 2010-11 season, ESPN also broadcast the 
quarter finals, semi-finals and final from the DFB-Pokal.8 


On 5 August 2009, ESPN announced that they had secured the rights for up to three 
live Serie A matches per week for the 2009-10 season as well as the Coppa Italia. 

91 ESPN also showed the 2009 Supercoppa Italiana which took place on 8 August 2009. 
For the 2010-11 season ESPN aires at least two games per week from Serie A, as well 
as a selection of Coppa Italia games.E2 ESPN also continued to broadcast ESPN Kicks - 
recapping all of the weekend's goals, as well as weekly preview show, Total Italian 
Football. 


In May 2012, ESPN acquired the rights to broadcast the Campeonato Brasileiro Série 

A from Brazil, followed by a deal in June to broadcast Ligue 1 from France. In July, 
ESPN announced a renewed multi-season Bundesliga rights deal, lasting until the 2014- 
15 season, for up to four matches per week (all in high definition). It will also screen 
action from the DFL-Supercup, as well as a highlights packages and video on-demand 
footage. In addition, agreements for the Eredivisie and Russian Premier League were 
also renewed.! Foreign club football airs on BT Sport and ESPN after the acquisition of 
ESPN by BT Sport 


International football[ edit] 


The first international football match shown on ESPN was the pre-season friendly match 
between Russia and Argentina on 12 August 2009, which saw Argentina win 3-2. The 
first youth international match was the European Under-21 Championship qualification 
match between England under-21s and FYR Macedonia under-21s on 4 September 
2009, which England won 2-1. 


On 5 October 2009, ESPN secured a multi-year deal to show 150 classic FIFA World 
Cup matches from 1930 to 2006. The matches are shown on ESPN and ESPN Classic. 


As part of a four-year deal for FA Cup coverage, formally announced on 8 December 
2009, ESPN will show all of the England Under-21s home fixtures. These matches have 
since moved to BT Sport who now own ESPN. 


On 24 May 2010, ESPN announced that it had acquired UK exclusive broadcast rights to 
live coverage from 41 international football fixtures, including "at least" 16 qualifiers for 
the UEFA Euro 2012 tournament, from the Kentaro rights agency. It is understood that 
the batch of games will feature a broad mix of European national sides, potentially 
including some home nations. ESPN will also broadcast 20 international friendlies and 
live coverage from the Brazil World Tour, in which the five-time World Cup winners take 
on national teams from around the world. The first of these fixtures to be shown was 
the World Cup warm-up match between Argentina and Canada on 24 May 2010, which 
was won 5-0 by the home side, these matches moved to BT Sport after the acquisition. 
Sky Sports have exclusive coverage of all qualifiers within Europe from 2014-2018, 
apart from England matches and one other qualifier per matchday, which air on ITV. 


On 15 July 2010, ESPN secured broadcast rights to all France and Germany's Euro 2012 
qualifying matches. ESPN broadcast selected home friendly matches featuring France 
and Germany. 


During May 2011, ESPN secured the rights to the 2011 Copa América.‘ 


Pre-season football[edit] 


ESPN showed Real Madrid's 2009 tour of North America, including live matches 
against Toronto FC on 7 August and DC United on 9 August, Benfica versus AC Milan on 
8 August and Tottenham Hotspur versus Olympiakos on 9 August. 


In January 2010, ESPN showed Argentine Torneos de Verano matches, including the 
Triangular de Verano 2010 Mar del Plata contested between Boca 

Juniors, Estudiantes and San Lorenzo, the Triangular de Verano 2010 Salta 
involving River Plate, Racing Club and Independiente as well as the Copa Revancha 
Mendoza between Boca Juniors and River Plate on 24 January .!62 


Between 23-25 July 2010, ESPN aired all four games from the New York Football 
Challenge, which featured Tottenham Hotspur, Manchester City, New York Red 

Bulls and Sporting Lisbon.“! Manchester City will then take on Club América, Borussia 
Dortmund, Valencia and Champions League winners Inter Milan on a ten-day tour of 
America between 29 July and 7 August. ESPN also aired Tottenham's match 

against Benfica in Lisbon on 1 August and Newcastle's friendly 

against Rangers in Glasgow on 7 August. 


In 2011, ESPN broadcast all four games of 2011 Emirates Cup, as well as a number of 
other pre-season friendlies. 


In 2012, ESPN will broadcast more than 20 club and international football friendlies over 
the summer, including the LIGA total! Cup. 


Charity football[edit] 


On 25 January 2010, ESPN aired the Match Against Poverty 2010, where a Benfica All- 
Stars XI took on a team of legends selected by Zinedine Zidane and Ronaldo, in Lisbon 
to benefit the United Nations Development Programme and SL Benfica Foundation. 


Mixed martial arts[edit] 


On 30 July 2009, ESPN announced that they had secured the rights to Ultimate Fighting 
Championship events from UFC 101 onwards as well as The Ultimate Fighter: 
Heavyweights, UFC All Access, UFC Countdown, UFC Fight Nights and UFC Unleashed.) 


71)[72 


Alongside ESPN, Channel 5 airs a one-hour highlights show called UFC: Main 

Event and 5USA aired the debut showing of The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights. 
However, ESPN showed The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights Finale live and in full. BT 
Sport now shows this after the acquisition, The Ultimate Fighter now airs on EX. 


Rugby union[edit] 


On 30 July 2009, ESPN announced that they would cover the French Top 14 live, 

841 coverage lasted until the end of the 2011-12 season. In addition, ESPN broadcast live 
international clashes featuring New Zealand, Samoa and South Africa.™ This now airs 
on Sky Sports. 


On 14 December 2009, ESPN agreed a three-year deal for exclusive live rights to 43 
matches per season from the English Premiership, beginning with the 2010-11 season, 
including exclusive live coverage of the English Premiership Final and one of the two 
semi-final matches.” The agreement also provides highlight rights for use on ESPN 
digital media such as ESPNScrum.com. Sky Sports will continue to show 26 live games 
per season plus the other semi-final. 


On 15 April 2010, ESPN signed Austin Healey as an expert contributor for its English 
Premiership presentation team, followed by Nick Mullins as chief match commentator 
on 27 May and Ben Kay as co-commentator on 9 June.!3! Mark Durden-Smith will act as 
lead host, joined by reporter Sarra Elgan. ESPN has also confirmed plans to start 
providing on-site coverage for many of its English Premiership games via a custom-built 
set, with production from Sunset + Vine.“ BT Sport now show this after the acquisition 
of ESPN by BT Sport however most of the ESPN team work for BT Sport. 


On 9 June 2010, ESPN agreed a deal with Premiership Rugby for exclusive UK broadcast 
rights to the J.P. Morgan Asset Management Premiership Rugby 7s Series Series. The 
new tournament, which took place over July and August 2010, involved all 12 
Premiership Rugby clubs competing in Friday evening games. The broadcaster has also 
shown the 2011 and 2012 tournaments. BT Sport now shows this after the acquisition of 
ESPN by BT Sport. 


Tennis| edit] 


In March 2012. the channel showed its first tennis coverage - the Billie Jean King 

Cup from Madison Square Garden. During the same month, ESPN secured the rights to 
a series of ATP World Tour 250 events for 2012, as well as three WTA International 
tournaments. 231 


US sports| edit] 


ESPN also show some of the US sports available on ESPN America, including Major 


League Baseball, the National Hockey League and National Collegiate Athletic 
Association, 241 


On 29 March 2010, it was announced that Monday Night Football would air on ESPN. 
5 Starting on 14 September, the sports broadcaster will carry live coverage of all of 
the National Football League's Monday night matches, with coverage repeated the 
following day. Every week, ESPN will also televise the 90-minute pre-game 
programme, Monday Night Countdown, in which host Chris Berman previews the 
evening's action. 


In addition, to mark the 30th anniversary of ESPN, the channel has been showing 
the ESPN Films' 30 for 30 series. ESPN continue to show this. 


Other sports[edit] 


On 30 July 2009, ESPN announced that they will cover the up to three live matches a 
week plus highlights from the Australian Football League including the four-week finals 
series culminating with the Grand Final.24 As part of the same announcement, it was 
revealed that ESPN will show Deutsche Tourenwagen Masters live. BT Sport now show 
this after the acquisition of ESPN by BT Sport. 


ESPN screened their first live boxing event on 19 September 2009, broadcasting Friday 
Night Fights from America with Guillermo Rigondeaux topping the bill. On 8 December 
2010, Premier Sports announced an exclusive UK deal for 31 live Friday Night Fight 
events from January 2011 on an initial 2-year deal.“ BT Sport now show this. 


ESPN aired the 2009 National Rugby League first Preliminary Final live on 25 
September, the second Preliminary Final on 26 September and the Grand Final live on 4 
October.®4 Premier Sport now airs this. 


On 3 March 2010, ESPN agreed a deal for the UK broadcast rights to the first ever 
European Winter X Games. All competition finals from the Winter X Games Europe at 
the French ski resort of Tignes was shown live and exclusive from 10-12 March. 


On 4 March 2010, ESPN agreed a deal for the UK broadcast rights to the 2010 World 
Indoor Athletic Championships held between 12-14 March at the ASPIRE Dome in Doha. 
[89] 


On 12 January 2011, ESPN and North One Sport, the promoter of the World Rally 
Championship (WRC), reached an agreement for the WRC to be televised exclusively on 
ESPN in the UK.“ ESPN will screen 30-minute nightly bulletins at the end of every WRC 
day, with on-event coverage bookended by an hour-long preview and review show. 
Between events, ESPN is committing 30-hour-long shows with archive material from the 
sport, as well as two new documentary programmes. In addition to coverage on ESPN, 
WRC footage will also be aired on ESPN Classic. ITV4, Motors TV and BT Sport now show 
this. 


On 6 July 2011, it was announced that the 2011 World Masters of darts would air live 
and exclusively on ESPN, with the event extended to three days three-days for the first 
time as part of the agreement with the British Darts Organisation. This tournament 
now airs on British Eurosport but ESPN deal ended nine consecutive years of coverage 
on the BBC. In addition, ESPN agreed to share coverage of the 2012 and 2013 BDO 
World Darts Championship with the BBC.£221 ESPN also broadcast the PDC 2012 
European Championship in September. ESPN was the first broadcaster in Britain to 
show both BDO and PDC tournaments at the same time. When BT Sport acquired ESPN 
they dropped darts but since 2015 they have shared coverage of the BDO World Darts 
Championships, with the BBC in 2015 and 2016, and with Channel 4 from 2017. 


In November 2011 ESPN showed two golf tournaments from Australia.!82 


In October 2012, ESPN announced that it will start broadcasting games from 
the Kontinental Hockey League, Europe's top ice hockey competition. 


PreviouS[edit] 
Basketball edit | 
NBA(edit | 


On 30 September 2009, ESPN announced that they had secured a multi-year deal to 
show live National Basketball Association games.” The channel show up to three live 
matches a week during the NBA season in standard and high definition, including one 
game at Sunday primetime. It also carries NBA All-Star Games and action from the 
season playoffs and final. ESPN also broadcast studio shows NBA Fastbreak and NBA 
Action. 


Live pre-season coverage began on ESPN on 6 October 2009 when the Utah Jazz took on 
the Chicago Bulls as part of NBA Europe Live Tour. Coverage continued on 8 October 
2009 for Utah Jazz against Euroleague Basketball's Real Madrid Baloncesto. The NBA 
season Officially started on 27 October 2009. 


ESPN UK was unable to secure the rights to the 2012-13 NBA season until 5 December 
2012 when a deal was made between NBA and ESPN to show 3 games a week, NBA All 
Star Game, First and Second Round NBA Play-off coverage, Western Conference Finals, 
and NBA Finals for this season (2012-13). Coverage began the following day.® The 
channel continues to show this after the acquisition of ESPN by BT Sport until 2017-18 
season. From 2018-19 season, coverage moved to Sky Sports. 


WNBAledit] 


Same as the men's league games, the Women's NBA games also moved to Sky 
Sports from 2018-19 season. 


See also[edit] 


e BT Sport 
e ESPN 


e ESPN in the United Kingdom 
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ESPN operated five sports television channels in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 


On 25 February 2013, BT agreed to acquire ESPN's UK and Ireland TV channels 
business, consisting of ESPN and ESPN America. BT will continue to broadcast ESPN 
after the deal's expected completion date of 31 July, as part of its BT Sport package of 
services.“ The value of the deal was not disclosed, but BT is understood to have paid 
"low tens of millions". ESPN Classic, which was not part of the BT deal, and ESPN 
America ceased transmission across Europe, the Middle East and Africa at midnight on 1 
August 2013. ESPN will continue to own and operate its existing digital media 
businesses." 


ESPN logo. 


Channels[edit] 


ESPN launched on in the UK on 3 August 2009. The channel marked ESPN's first foray 
into live coverage of domestic sports events in the UK. On 31 July 2013, BT completed 
their purchase of ESPN's UK and Ireland TV channels business but continue to operate 
ESPN, however the programming largely resembles that of ESPN America. 


Programming is available in standard definition and high definition formats. 


ESPN Player, previously branded ESPN360, is ESPN's digital streaming platform in the 
UK and Europe for live and on-demand sports. The service is available across Europe, 
Middle East & Africa and, predominantly, broadcasts U.S sports content. Main content 
includes NCAA Football, NCAA Basketball, College Sports, IndyCar Series, World Series 
of Poker, X Games and others. The platform is a direct to consumer service, as Pay Per 
View, and not linked to any TV subscription. 


ESPN America was a British-based European sports network, focusing on professional 
and collegiate sports of the United States and Canada. Originally launched in December 
2002 as NASN (the North American Sports Network), ESPN purchased the channel in 
March 2007 for €70m from Benchmark Capital Europe and Setanta Sports. The 
channel was known as ESPN America from 1 February 2009.2 ESPN America broadcast a 
selection of top North American professional and collegiate sports leagues. The network 
closed at midnight on 1 August 2013.!8 


Programming was available in standard definition and high definition formats. 


ESPN Classic launched on 13 March 2006 on Sky channel 442, the first channel in the 
UK under the ESPN branding. Initially it was only available on Sky Digital but the 
channel became available on Virgin Media and UPC Ireland in August 2009 when ESPN 
UK launched. It broadcast a range of archive sports coverage, with an emphasis on 
football. The channel closed at midnight on 1 August 2013. 


Programming was available in only standard definition format. 


Mobile[edit] 


On 6 April 2010, ESPN secured mobile rights to highlights from all Premier 

League games from the 2010-11 season, after beating British Sky Broadcasting to the 
deal. The broadcaster won a three-year deal for short-form mobile highlights from all 
380 Premier League games. It is thought that ESPN paid under £10m for the rights ina 
blind auction.24 


The application, titled ESPN Goals, features a basic service offering news and live 
scores, which is free-to-download.22 However, the full video clips package are 
chargeable on a monthly or season basis. The clips can be issued during any matches 
not kicking off at 3pm on Saturdays, with highlights from those games only being 
permitted for release after 4.45pm. 


UK users are able to access the application from the Android Market, Apple App 
Store, BlackBerry App World, Ovi Store and Windows Phone Marketplace, along with 
ESPN's mobile site. 


From the 2011-12 Premier League season, the app became completely free both to 


download and to view clips, instead relying on advertising revenue to fund the service. 
[13] 


From the 2013-14 Premier League season, the rights to mobile highlights have been 
sold to News UK,“# ESPN is not thought to have submitted a bid. 


See also[edit] 


e ESPN 

e BT Sport ESPN 

e ESPN America 

e ESPN Classic (UK) 
e ESPN International 
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ESPN America 


AMERICA | 


A 
Launched 5 December 2002; 17 years ago 
Closed 1 August 2013; 6 years ago 
Owned by ESPN Inc. 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Broadcast area Europe 


Formerly called NASN (2002-2009) 


Sister channel(s) ESPN (UK) 
ESPN Classic 


Website www.espnamerica.com 


ESPN America was a British-based European sports network, focusing on professional 
and collegiate sports of the United States and Canada. Originally launched on 5 
December 2002 as NASN (the North American Sports Network), ESPN America 
broadcast a selection of top North American professional and collegiate sports leagues 
including Major League Baseball (MLB), National Basketball Association (NBA), National 


Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and Canadian Football League (CFL), 24 hours a 
day on digital cable and digital satellite television. 


Formerly operated by Setanta Sports with backing from Benchmark Capital Europe, it 
was acquired by the American sports media company ESPN in March 2007. It was 
subsequently re-branded as ESPN America on 1 February 2009 before closing on 1 
August 2013. 


Programming[edit] 


Programming on ESPN America varied from country to country. The channel operated 
three feeds throughout Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. In the United 
Kingdom, Ireland, and the Nordic countries events shown on ESPN America included 
Major League Baseball, the College World Series, NCAA college football and college 
basketball, the NCAA Men's Ice Hockey Championship Frozen Four plus the Arena 
Football League, Major League Lacrosse, and the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Championship 
Final Four. In continental Europe, the Middle East, North Africa and Iceland the 
broadcast also included NFL programmes. 


ESPN America also showed the Little-League World Series from Williamsport, PA and the 
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest from Coney Island in Brooklyn, NY. 


NASN paid £11.6m in March 2006 for the rights to show ten live MLB games a week. 


In 2006, ESPN programmes, including Baseball Tonight, Around the Horn, The Sports 
Reporters and Pardon the Interruption were dropped from the schedule as the contract 
between NASN and ESPN ended. However, they returned from 1 April 2007 after ESPN 
acquired the channel. 


ESPN America also aired other ESPN US produced single-sport programmes, such 

as College Football Live, College GameDay, NBA Fastbreak and NASCAR Now. In 
addition, to mark the 30th anniversary of ESPN, the channel has been showing ESPN 
Films' 30 for 30 series. 


On 28 October 2009, ESPN America began to be broadcast in 16:9 widescreen.“ 


On 1 March 2010, ESPN America began showing a European edition of SportsCenter, 
anchored by Michael Kim. The 30-minute programme broadcast five days a week at 
6am UK/7am CET with three repeat showings following immediately after, with an 


updated show at 10.30pm UK/11.30pm CET. The show was filmed at ESPN's 
headquarters in Bristol, Connecticut, USA. 


Up until the 2011-12 NHL season, ESPN America held the rights to live and 

delayed NHL matches as well as round-up programming such as NHL On The Fly, 
however these rights were not renewed for the UK, Ireland & the Nordic countries and 
are now held by different networks across Europe. However, they still hold the rights for 
other countries throughout continental Europe, such as Germany. ESPN America 
acquired the American Hockey League, a minor North American Hockey League 
broadcast rights as a replacement for the UK, Ireland and the Nordic countries. 


In April 2012, SportsCenter moved from five to seven days a week with a new start time 
of 8am UK/9am CET. At this point, ESPN stopped producing a local version of 
SportsCenter, opting instead to broadcast an edited version of the 2am ET show 

from Los Angeles, cut to fit 45 minutes through removing commercial breaks and stories 
on European sports such as soccer. This show is then repeated at 8.45am, 4pm & 
4.45pm (UK time). 


Sale to ESPN[edit] 


NORTH AMERICAN SPORTS NETWORK 


Former NASN logo used up to 1 February 2009. 


In late 2006, former owners Benchmark Capital Europe and Setanta Sports agreed to 
sell the network to ESPN for €70m. The sale was completed in March 2007 but the 
network continued to be part of the Setanta Sports Pack on satellite television until June 
2009 when Setanta UK went into administration. The network became known as 
ESPN America on 1 February 2009 to coincide with Super Bowl XLIII. The channel 
continued to provide the same lineup of North American sports programming. 


ESPN America HD[edit] 


AMERICA 


ee 


ESPN America HD logo 


On 1 March 2010, the Nordic Canal Digital launched an HD version of ESPN America. 
‘1 The channel launched in the UK on the Sky platform on 21 June 2010." It was 
launched in Portugal on ZON Multimédia's cable platform on 24 November 2010 and 
later on MEO (Portugal)'s cable platform on 15 July 2011. In Germany, the Channel 
started airing over the Sky Germany platform on 27 October 2010. In Italy, the HD 
channel was launched on 1 February 2012. 


Sale to BT Group and subsequent closuref[edit] 


On 25 February 2013, BT Group agreed to acquire ESPN's UK and Ireland TV channels 
business, consisting of ESPN and ESPN America, the value of the deal was not disclosed, 


but BT is understood to have paid "low tens of millions".24 At midnight on 1 August 2013 
the channel ceased its operations in all Europe, Middle East and Africa.22 


In the UK and Ireland most contents were moved to the local version of ESPN, whereas 
the non-North American content was added to the newly launched BT Sport. Meanwhile, 
in Germany rights were sold to new channel Sport 1 US. Digital live and on-demand 
coverage of the majority of content from ESPN America is available on ESPN Player. 


See also[edit] 


e Eurosport 

e ESPN (UK) 

e ESPN Classic (UK) 

e ESPN Classic (Italy) 

e ESPN in the United Kingdom 
e Setanta Sports 
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ESPN Classic 
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CLASSIC 


March 2002; 17 years ago 
1 August 2013; 6 years ago 


ESPN Inc. (The Walt Disney 


Company/Hearst Communications) 
16:9 (576i, SDTV) 


~0.0% (September 2012, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Europe 


ESPN America 
ESPN (UK) 


Website www.espnclassic.com 


ESPN Classic was a British-based European sports television channel which first 
launched in France in March 2002, followed by Italy in July 2002, and pan-Europe in 
December 2003.2! On 13 March 2006 ESPN Classic launched on Sky channel 442 in the 
UK and Ireland, the first channel in the UK under the ESPN branding. On 3 August 
2009, ESPN Classic launched on Virgin Media channel 533 as a part of the XL pack,! and 
in early 2011 video on demand content started to appear on the Virgin Media platform. 
51 On 14 August 2009, ESPN Classic launched on UPC Ireland channel 409 as a part of 
the Max package. It broadcast a range of archive sports coverage, with a large 
emphasis on football. 


On 25 February 2013, BT Group agreed to acquire ESPN's UK and Ireland TV channels 
business, consisting of ESPN and ESPN America, the value of the deal was not disclosed, 
but BT is understood to have paid "low tens of millions". ESPN Classic, which was not 
part of the BT deal, ceased transmission on satellite across Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa at midnight on 1 August 2013. 


Programming[edit] 


Much of the channel's output was football. This included action from the Premier 
League, FA Cup matches, European Cup, European Cup Winners Cup and League 

Cup finals and some England games. ESPN Classic also showed games from the FIFA 
World Cup following a multi-year deal to show 150 classic FIFA World Cup matches 
from 1930 to 2006. Though most coverage on the channel was from the colour era, it 
had shown original black-and-white footage of European Cup finals going back as far as 
1959. 


A significant proportion of the football action on ESPN Classic was archive ITV football 
coverage, including matches covered by regional ITV companies. However much of the 
football seen on the channel was not shown with the original commentary. Instead, 
many games, especially the Premier League and FA Cup games, tended to feature 
commentary dubbed on more recently by Jon Champion and Paul Dempsey, or 
commentary by Sky Sports broadcasters such as Martin Tyler and Alan Parry which 
seemed to be from the international feed of the time. Similarly, the footage from games 
where commentary was later added did not include original on-screen captions, with 
ESPN adding captions themselves. Some 1960s European Cup finals also had a new 
commentary dubbed on by Tony Jones. 


The channel also showed some rugby union international matches, including action 
from the Rugby World Cup, as well as past matches from the rugby union Premiership. 
Other sports featured included cricket, ESPN-produced vintage boxing matches, The_ 
Ultimate Fighter and more recently, action from American sports to complement the live 
American sports action which was broadcast on ESPN and ESPN America. 


In addition to the programmes mentioned above, ESPN Classic had made a variety of 
other programmes. These included Sports Years as well as many football compilation 
programmes. In addition, to mark the 30th anniversary of ESPN, the channel showed 
the ESPN Films' 30 for 30 series. 


ESPN Classic regularly repeated the sporting action that it showed on the channel with 
the same material often being shown time and time again. Some of the action, 


especially ESPN-produced programmes and series, had been broadcast on the channel 
on dozens of different occasions. 


BBC-produced programming[edit] 


During the first three years of the channel sporting action from the BBC was featured 
extensively. However, this deal expired in mid 2009 and was seemingly not renewed as 
for the next eighteen months the channel did not feature any sport produced by the 
BBC. Therefore, sports such as rugby league, golf, athletics, darts and snooker were not 
shown on the channel nor were events such as domestic cricket prior to 1999 (the year 
that the BBC lost the rights to show live cricket), Wimbledon tennis, the Olympic 
Games and football coverage to which the BBC had the exclusive rights, which had 
included showings of 1970s and 1980s editions of Match of the Day under the title of 
"The Dead Good Match" with the opening and closing titles removed, and some editions 
were truncated, with only one of the matches covered in a particular programme being 
shown. One exception had been BBC-produced coverage of rugby union's Five 

Nations tournament shown during the 2011 Six Nations Championship. 


In March 2011, a new deal between ESPN and the BBC was signed which provided ESPN 
Classic with access to around 80 hours of footage.™ However, this was far less than 
under the previous agreement which had given the channel access to around 630 
hours. The new deal meant that previous ESPN-produced programmes based on the 
BBC archive, such as the darts series Bellies and Bullseyes, were once again shown on 
the channel along with new programmes, such as athletics series Solid Gold - Team 

GB and other one-off programmes such as a compilation of top Grand Nationals. This 
new deal with BBC Sport coincided with a new look for the channel, the first new look 
since ESPN UK launched in summer 2009. 


Live action[edit] 


ESPN Classic occasionally showed live action when two events to which ESPN has the 
rights took place at the same time. The first live sport that the channel showed was 
two UEFA Europa League matches, on 29 September and 20 October 2011. The first of 
the two games was Maribor and Birmingham. 


On 9 January 2012, the channel broadcast the third evening of the BDO World Darts 
Championship because the main channel was showing a third round match from the FA_ 
Cup. This happened again a year later when for the same reason ESPN Classic again 
showed the third evening's action. 


On 5 May 2012, ESPN Classic broadcast two live events - the final day of rugby union's 
Premiership league season and a football match from Serie A. This was due to the main 
channel showing live coverage of the FA Cup Final. 


On 1 September 2012, ESPN Classic showed a live rugby union match from the Aviva 
Premiership because the main network was broadcasting its weekly match from 
football's Premier League. The same happened two weeks later although the clash this 
time was due to the main channel showing the Scottish Premier League. 


On 20 and 22 September 2012, ESPN Classic showed live coverage of the European 
Darts Championship because the main channel was showing the UEFA Europa League 
and the Aviva Premiership respectively. The following day (Sunday 23rd) ESPN swapped 
its coverage with the darts being shown on the main channel with much of its traditional 
Sunday fare of European league football plus another Aviva Premiership match airing on 
Classic. 


On 4 May 2013, ESPN Classic was used to provide coverage of a second game from the 
final set of league matches of the 2012-13 Aviva Premiership season. 


See also[edit] 
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BT Sport Box Office 


Launched 15 September 2018 

Network BT Sport 

Owned by BT 

Picture format 1080i HDTV 

Country United Kingdom 

Language English 

Broadcast area United Kingdom 
Ireland 


Sister channel(s) AMC from BT 
BoxNation 
BT Sport 


BT Sport ESPN 
Amazon Premier League Pass 


BT Sport Box Office 2 


Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 490 (BT Sp. BO) 


Channel 494 (BT Sp. BO 2) 


IPTV 


BT Channel 494 (BT Sp. BO) 


BT Sport Box Office is a pay-per-view channel from BT Sport. The channel is available 
in HD on BT TV and Sky. 


History[edit] 


In April 2018, BT Sport revealed its intention to launch a pay-per-view channel to show 
live boxing! and it launched on 15 September 2018 when it showed the rematch 
between Gennady Golovkin and Saul Alvarez.!® 


In August 2019 the channel showed a UFC event for the first time. This is the first time 


that a mixed martial arts event has been shown in the UK only on a pay-per-view basis. 
[3] 


On 20 June 2019, BT Sport confirmed that, from January 2020, they will become the 
home of WWE in the UK™ and that BT Sport Box Office will host WWE's pay-per- 
view events. 


Amazon Premier League Pass[edit] 


In November 2019 to early January 2020, BT Sport Box Office 2 was launched on Sky in 
the UK and Ireland on channel 494. BT Sport Box Office on channel 490 was temporarily 
removed from residential set-top boxes to facilitate the 2019-20 Premier League being 
broadcast to licensed premises only. On the EPG, BT Sport Box Office was 

renamed Amazon Premier League Pass during this time. These channels were 
provided by Amazon. 6 channels were broadcast via the red button on selected dates. It 
is assumed that BT Sport Box Office 2 was launched so Sky would suffice their contract 
with BT. 
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e Sky Box Office 
e ITV Box Office 
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BoxNation 


Launched 14 July 2011 


Owned by Boxing Channel Medial! (50 %) 
BT Group (50 %) 
Picture format 576i 16:9 SDTV 


Audience share 0.8% (April 2017, 12) 


Slogan The Channel Of Champions! 
Country United Kingdom, Ireland 
Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom, Ireland 


Sister channel(s) AMC from BT 
BT Sport 
BT Sport Box Office 
BT Sport ESPN 


Website www.boxnation.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


| Sky Channel 427 
| Astra 2F 11344 H 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 
Cable 
| 
Virgin Media Channel 546 
IPTV 


| 
TalkTalk Plus TV Channel 415 


BT Channel 415 


Streaming media 


|watch.boxnation BoxNation On Demand 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


BoxNation! is a British dedicated boxing subscription television channel, operated by 
Boxing Channel Media. 


History[edit] 


Former logo (2011-2014) 


BoxNation was launched as a free-to-air channel on Sky. It was soft launched on 14 
July 2011, airing two hours of classic fights per day from Frank Warren Promotions. The 
channel fully launched on 30 September 2011, broadcasting live fights, magazine 
programmes and footage of classic fights from boxing legends including Muhammad 
Ali, Sugar Ray Leonard and Mike Tyson. 


The channel screened its first live fight on 30 September 2011 as Liam 
Walsh stopped Paul Appleby in the tenth round at York Hall in Bethnal Green SS 


BoxNation was later launched on Virgin Media on 1 December 2011. It also became a 
monthly subscription channel on this day. 


In 2012 BoxNation launched an iOS app for iPhone and iPad users as well as launching 
an online service via LiveSport.tv, In 2013 BoxNation made the app available to Android 
phone users. App users are charged £10 a month to view the full BoxNation coverage 
regardless if they are already subscribed via Sky or Virgin Media. 


In January 2013, The Independent reported that BT was likely to acquire the channel 
and incorporate its content into their planned sports channels. Simon Green, the head 
of BT Sport, was a former Chief Executive at BoxNation and remains a non-executive 
director at the station.“ 


In 2017, BT TV customers gained access to BoxNation as part of the BT Sport package. 


In April 2018, BoxNation extended their exclusive output deal with Bob Arum's Top 
Rank, meaning that the channel would broadcast the likes of Vasyl 
Lomachenko and Terence Crawford to British fight fans.24 


Coverage[edit] 
Presenters and commentators[edit] 


BoxNation's programming is presented by experienced broadcasters Richard Keys, Jim 
Rosenthal, Paul Dempsey, John Rawling and Steve Bunce. 


On 15 January 2016 two new hosts, well known English presenter and sports 
personality Charlie Webster and Olympic Boxing Bronze medallist and Strictly Come 
Dancing star Anthony Ogogo launched a new weekly programme called Charlie's Web, 
431 looking at the world of social media in boxing. 


Programming[edit] 


BoxNation features live cards with domestic and international fights, classic match 
footage, magazine shows and interviews with current and former fighters. The channel 
has already broadcast over 70 live world title fights featuring Floyd Mayweather Jnr, 
Vitali Klitschko, Nathan Cleverly, Amir Khan, Miguel Cotto, Dereck Chisora, and Bernard 
Hopkins amongst many others 


Steve Bunce also hosts the weekly show "Boxing Hour" every Monday night. Bunce had 
formerly hosted a show with the same name and format on Setanta Sports where it 
gained popularity and acclaim amongst boxing fans leading to the launch of the "Bring 
Back Bunce" campaign”! after the collapse of Setanta Sports in Great Britain.2 


In October 2013, BoxNation announced that they would show the entire Golden Boy on 
Fox Sports 1 series on a tape delay every Wednesday night at 7pm." 


Haye v Chisora and co-promotion[edit] 


On 8 May 2012, it was announced the BoxNation would co-promote and air the all- 
British heavyweight clash between David Haye and Dereck Chisora.“4 The fight took 
place at The Boleyn Ground, more commonly Known as Upton Park on 14 July 2012. 


Billed as Haye v Chisora: Licensed to Thrill, the fight received criticism from several 
quarters and was licensed by the Luxembourg Boxing Federation after the British 
Boxing Board of Control refused to authorise the fight." This is due, in part, to the press 
conference clash between Haye and Chisora in February in the aftermath of Chisora's 
defeat to Vitali Klitschko.22 During the course of the fight weekend, Chisora also slapped 
his opponent in the face at the weigh-in and spat water in the face of Vitali's 

brother, Wladimir in the ring preceding the fight. This trio of incidents led the BBBofC to 
withdraw Chisora's license to fight "indefinitely," while Haye had previously retired and 
therefore escaped censure, 22 


As well as co-promoting the fight, BoxNation broadcast the event to UK audiences, while 
the fight will also be shown in over 60 foreign countries. 2422 
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challenged and removed. 
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This article is about the European channel. For the US channel, see AMC (TV channel). 
For the Asian channel, see AMC (Asian TV channel). For the African and Middle Eastern 
channel, see AMC (African and Middle Eastern TV channel). 


AMC 
Launched 5 November 2014; 5 years ago 
Network AMC Networks International UK 


AMC Networks International Central 


Europe 


AMC Networks International Iberia 


Owned by AMC Networks International 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share UK: 
0.01% (June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Something more. 


Broadcast area Balkans 
Central and Eastern Europe 
Iberia 
Israel 


United Kingdom 


Replaced MGM Channel 

Sister CBS Action 

channel(s) CBS Europa 
CBS Drama 
CBS Justice 
CBS Reality 


Horror Channel 
Extreme Sports Channel 
BT Sport (UK only) 


JimJam 


Website AMC Israel 
AMC Poland 
AMC Portugal 


AMC Spain 


AMC UK 
Availability 
Satellite 
UPC Channel 71 
Direct (Hungary) 
Cable 
Vodafone Channel 51 


TV (Spain) 
UPC Romania Channel 106 
IPTV 


MEO (PT) Channel 67 
Channel 68 (HD) 


BT TV (UK) Channel 332 
Channel 381 (HD) 


AMC is a European TV channel launched by AMC Networks International. AMC replaced 
the MGM Channel on 5 November 2014. AMC-produced dramas Halt & Catch 

Fire and The Divide are among the first original series that premiered on the channel. 
The channel also airs films from MGM, Universal Studios, Paramount Pictures, 20th 
Century Fox and Sony Pictures Entertainment.” The channel launched in the United 
Kingdom on 28 August 2015, in partnership with BT TV and branded AMC from BT. 

‘2 Until 2019, Sky customers in the UK had access to the channel if they subscribed 

to BT Sport, but was subsequently removed from the platform on 2 October 2019, 
making the channel exclusive to BT TV subscribers. 


AMC closed in the Netherlands and Flanders on 31 December 2018.24! 


RI UK 
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Launched 30 October 2014 


Network 


Owned by (ANO) TV-Novosti (Under Russia Today 


TV UK Limited) 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.03% (December 2017, BARB) 


Slogan Question more 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Headquarters Millbank Tower, London 


Sister RT International 


channel(s) RT America 
RT France 


RT Arabic 
RT Documentary 


RT Actualidad 


RT Deutsch 


Website rt.com/uk 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 113 (HD) 
Channel 234 (SD) 


Satellite 
Freesat Channel 206 (SD/HD) 
Sky Channel 511 (SD/HD) 


Channel 879 (SD) 


Astra 2G 11224 V 23000 2/3 (HD) 

(28.2°E) 11568 V 22000 5/6 (SD) 
Cable 

Virgin Channel 241 


Media (Ireland) 


Streaming media 


Live stream On Air 


Virgin TV Watch live (Ireland only) 
Anywhere 
RT UK is a British free-to-air television news channel, part of the RT network, a global 


multilingual television news network based in Moscow and subsidised by the Russian 
government. 


The channel's studios are located in Millbank Tower. The channel offers four hours of its 
own programming per day, Monday to Friday UK News at 7 pm, 8 pm, 9 pm and 10 pm. 
On Fridays there is no 10 pm UK News bulletin. The RT UK News anchor is Bill Dod. Like 
its counterpart in the United States, it simulcasts RT International at all other times. RT 
UK serves as the home and production base of RT's UK-based programmes. RT UK is the 
channel RT delivers to United Kingdom satellite providers. The channel is also available 
online through RT's website, along with RT International, RT Documentary and RT 
America. 


Launch[edit] 


The channel was launched on 30 October 2014. RT UK focuses on covering the United 
Kingdom. RT presenter Afshin Rattansi claims the channel's position is "to challenge 
dominant power structures in Britain by broadcasting live and original programming 
with a progressive UK focus", since it is "not subject to the metropolitan elite's London 
bias". 


Richard Sambrook, director of the Centre of Journalism at Cardiff University was quoted 
as saying "It's a surprising move to focus resources on the UK. It's not a commercial 
proposition, therefore the main purpose must be to gain influence. It's about soft 
power for the Kremlin".2! In a pre-launch statement, RT correspondent Polly Boiko said 
"So much is made of how RT is funded. It's been cast as the Big Bad Wolf of the news 
media landscape," and "I think many of us... see the launch of RT UK as an opportunity 
to shake off the accusations levelled at the channel". 


Incidents[edit] 
Relations with British regulators[edit] 


Ahead of the launch of its UK-specific broadcasts, RT said that adverts promoting the 
channel had been rejected by ad agencies because they felt they would be illegal under 
UK laws on political advertising. The network posted versions of the adverts on 
billboards and its website with the word "redacted" on them in an alleged protest. 

The UK Advertising Standards Authority said it had not banned the ads or even received 
any complaint about them.“ 


The UK broadcast regulator Ofcom had repeatedly reprimanded the international 
version of RT for its failure to remain impartial. London-based RT International 
correspondent Sara Firth claims she had resigned the previous July after five years with 
the channel over its coverage of the MH17 disaster, though it later had been found out 
that she was due to leave the channel anyway after a job offer at Arise TV. 5! Shortly 
after the RT UK operation was launched, Ofcom said sanctions would be imposed if 
further breaches of the broadcasting code occurred. 


Threatened closure of banking facilitieS[edit] 


In October 2016, RT published a letter sent to "Russia Today TV UK Ltd" 

by NatWest bank informing the company that it intended to cease the banking facilities 
provided to it by the Royal Bank of Scotland Group, of which NatWest is a subsidiary.4 
1 RT's editor in Moscow, Margarita Simonyan, tweeted in Russian: "They closed our 
accounts in Britain. All of them. 'Decision not to be discussed’. Long live freedom of 
speech!" and Russian MPs, the foreign ministry and human rights officials all 
condemned the move.” 


The Russian embassy in London described the move as an "openly political decision", 
however the British government, which since the 2008 financial crisis has owned the 
majority of shares in the RBS group, denied being responsible for the bank's actions. 
1 NatWest subsequently said that it had written to one of RT's suppliers, not to the 
station itself, and that it would review the decision. RT itself said the company provides 
all RT services in the UK. 


The decision by NatWest/RBS to end banking services was reversed in late January 
2017.20 


Responses to coverage[edit] 


Oliver Kamm wrote in The Times in October 2016: "For purportedly expert analysis of 
world events, RT turns to an assortment of racists, neo-Nazis, UFO buffs, 9/11 
conspiracy theorists and obscure fantasists. Admittedly it's also been commended for 
balance and fairness - by the British National Party."24 He continued: "This is not a 
normal news outlet but a conspiracy of fraudsters in the service of a murderous 
autocracy".44, In The Observer, Nick Cohen wrote in November 2015 that the channel 
"feeds the huge western audience that wants to believe that human rights are a sham 
and democracy a fix. Believe that and you will ask: what right have we to criticise Putin? 
At least he is honest in his way".22 


Matt Turner, writing for The Independent, pointed to marginalised issues and groups, 
like the disabled and the largest prison strike in US history, to which he asserted RT 
gave substantial coverage, unlike media in the UK and USA. Turner, who has 
"appeared on Russia Today (unpaid) as a political commentator", commented that "our 
own media biases have handed RT a large and disillusioned western audience to entice. 
In a balanced media landscape, they wouldn't have had this advantage to begin with".131 


RT UK programming[edit] 


e Going Underground (2014-present) with Afshin Rattansi!4151 
e Keiser Report (2009-present) with Max Keiser!!9 

e Sam Delaney's News Thing (2015-2018) with Sam Delaney! 
e = Sputnik (2013-present) with George Galloway"®! 

e The Alex Salmond Show (2017-present) with Alex Salmond 


RT programmes on RT UK[edit] 


e Boom Bust (Ameera David, Bianca Facchinei, & Edward Harrison) from RT America!” 
e CrossTalk and On the Money (Peter Lavelle) from RT International! 

e n the Now (Anissa Naouai) from RT UK2" 

e Larry King Now (Larry King) from RT America!) 


e  Politicking (Larry King) from RT America?! 

e Redacted Tonight (Lee Camp) from RT America2# 

e Watching the Hawks (Tyrel Ventura, Sean Stone, & Tabetha Wallace) from RT 
Americaa 

e SophieCo (Sophie Shevardnadze) from RT Internationales 

e The Big Picture (Thom Hartmann) from RT America22 

e Venture Capital (Katie Pilbeam) from RT UKL 

e Worlds Apart (Oksana Boyko) from RT Internationales 


On air staff[edit] 
News anchors 


e Bill Dod (2014—)&4 

e Laura Smith (2015—)&4 
e Polly Boiko (2015—)& 
Correspondents 


e Eisa M Alj83 
e Anastasia Churkina® 
e Martyn Andrews! 
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